
re-created copy

ISSUE NO. 100 OCTOBER 1994
ISSUED BY THE UPPER BEACONSFIELD ASSOCIATION INC.  

TO ALL RESIDENTS POSTAGE PAID UPPER BEACONSFIELD

THE PRESIDENT AND COMMITTEE MEMBERS OF  
THE UPPER BEACONSFIELD ASSOCIATION 

Invite
All Residents of Upper Beaconsfield, Dewhurst 

and Guys Hill  
to

A CELEBRATION OF THE TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF  
THE UBA

SUNDAY 6 NOVEMBER, 1994 2:30 PM  
UPPER BEACONSFIELD COMMUNITY HALL

* Afternoon Tea Served * Historical Display * Entertainment *

UPPER BEACONSFIELD ASSOCIATION INC  
PUBLIC MEETING

Wednesday 5 October, 1994 8 pm Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre

GUEST SPEAKER: Ms Patricia Clune Family Mediation Centre, Pakenham

How many times have we wished for a third person to mediate in the multitude of difficult  
family situations? Come and hear about the services offered by the local 

Mediation Centre.
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Editorial

George Silberbauer

Upper Beac is a pretty literate place. Totting up the locally-produced books, TV and radio scripts, articles 
in newspapers and learned journals, poems and short stories, it probably has more authors per square 
word-processor than anywhere else either side of the Black Stump. A good few of these writers have 
contributed regularly or sporadically to the Village Bell. The most regular, and the doyen of Upper 
Beaconsfield’s resident authors, John Milligan, has reviewed the history of the Bell in this issue with his 
customary clarity and accuracy. This hundredth edition is an opportunity to pause and glance back into 
history. Several articles in this issue refer to some or other aspect of history. Also, as you see, we have 
reproduced a selection of mastheads of past issues - starting with the very first, which again heads the 
first page.

It is the Editors of the preceding 99 issues who deserve the credit, and the thanks of all of us for making it 
to an even century of Village Bells. It’s a good little rag ! For the years of its life it has fulfilled the purpose 
for which it was instituted: to pass the local news to the people of the village. While some of that news 
may have occasioned a rise in the blood-pressure of some readers, it was the news itself, rather than the 
manner of telling that caused the rise. The Bell has always rung true, with never a false note of malice, 
bias or party-political partisanship. It has rung pretty loudly sometimes, when those things that residents 
cherish have been threatened. Although the Editors orchestrated the sounds, both dulcet and strident, 
the notes came from Upper Beac’s residents - the contributing authors. Therefore, thanks also to the 
Secretaries and other scribes of our local organisations who reported the doings, hopes and wishes of 
their groups; to the enthusiasts who shared their interest and knowledge with readers; to the toilers who 
ferreted out information that was useful - sometimes essential - to others; to the letter-writers for making 
us think about particular issues; the artists who gave us a new, delightful masthead for each issue, and 
- very belatedly - to that erudite, perceptive and gifted creator of TUB. Will ye no’ come back agen, ye 
heathen Hielander ?

No. 58 September, 1987 Published by the U.B.A. Inc.

ISSUE NO. 76 OCTOBER, 1990

Thanks!
To all those kind people who stopped and assisted

at my motor bike accident

on Monday 12th September

Thankyou very much!

Alan Partridge
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UBA News

Colleen Lazenby

Shire Citizen of the Year. The UBA nominated Upper Beaconsfield resident and UBA Committee member 
Pat Edwards for Pakenham Shire Citizen of the Year and - to no one’s surprise - Pat was selected 
as only one of four candidates chosen from 50 nominees this year! The award will be presented at 
Council’s meeting on October 3 at 6:00pm, and friends are urged to attend the ceremony. Otherwise, 
don’t forget to congratulate this very deserving woman and thank her for all the effort she puts into every 
day in our community.

UBA Celebrates 20th Anniversary. The UBA will mark its twentieth anniversary on the afternoon of 
Sunday 6 November at 2:30 in the Upper Beaconsfield Hall. All members of the community are invited 
to join the UBA Executive and Committee members to celebrate 20 years of positive activism on the 
part of a community association that is acknowledged as one of the best - if not THE BEST - in the 
Shire. Food and drink will be provided, and there will be entertainment, and interesting displays of 
historical information about the local area and the people who have lived here.

Guest Speakers. The guest speaker for the 5 October UBA meeting will be Patricia Clune, a specialist at 
the new Mediation Centre that recently opened in Pakenham. Named the “Noble Park Family Mediation 
Centre” after its parent office, it operates twice-weekly in Pakenham. Ms Clune, who describes herself 
as a “grey-haired grandmother”, will talk about the mediation services offered, and will answer questions 
afterwards. Community members are always welcome at these UBA talks, so please join us.

With Great Delight

THE UPPER BEACONSFIELD ASSOCIATION &  
THE PEOPLE OF THIS PROUD COMMUNITY 

Congratulate

PAT EDWARDS
PAKENHAM SHIRE  

CITIZEN OF THE YEAR,
No one deserves it more. Our warmest wishes, and  

thanks to Pat for always doing a wonderful job,  
no matter what she undertakes!
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The Bell That Chimes a Hundred Times

John Milligan

The Beaconsfield Upper Association (BUA, as it was then) was formally constituted in November, 1974. 
Originally it had no means of communicating with the residents of the village, apart from occasional notes 
from the Secretary to members of the Association, and occasional, informal newsletters. In July, 1978, a 
few enthusiastic members decided that the time had come for a regular newsletter to be distributed free 
to all residents. They were Roger Francey, editor of the first issue, Graeme Kidd, Charles Wilson and 
Paul Easton. In the first issue the primary aim of the Association was quoted - retention of the character 
and atmosphere of the locality. The newsletter was intended to further that objective.

The choice of name occasioned some discussion. A village bell is rung to bring a community together, 
so that name was appropriate. Roger also contributed the theme of bell-birds, which are common in the 
district. They have a special social organisation; the members co-operate in the chores of the group and 
their only aggressive behaviour is by all the members together, in the face of outside interference. That 
was also deemed appropriate to the BUA and the Village Bell. In fact it was exemplified by a matter that 
arose in the first issue of the Village Bell - and has remained a subject of lively contention ever since - 
the proposed Hillview quarry near Leppitt Rd.

A feature of the Village Bell has always been the widespread community participation and involvement 
in its coverage. Thirty groups contributed to the first issue - social, sporting, service, youth and so on - 
and the tradition has continued. Likewise, production of the Bell has been undertaken by many different 
groups and individuals, editing, typing, artwork, printing, collating and distribution.

Memories linger of the early years, when 800 copies were duplicated from stencils at Pakenham 
High School. Cleaning, repair and maintenance of the equipment was an unavoidable preliminary to 
production, and a pile of spoiled copies was regarded as normal. They were used as wrapper for copies 
that were mailed outside our area. Collating sessions were recalled when helpers became dizzy from 
walking counter-clockwise round the table and needed rests to collect their wits.

From Issue No. 2 onwards local businesses supported the Village Bell with paid-for advertisements. 
Years later, when this financial aid was no longer sufficient to meet costs, an annual charge was made, 
which included membership of the Association. After the early issues we lamented the disappearance of 
TUB, the Typical Upper Beacyite, with gumboots, beard and pipe and dry wit anent some topical matter. 
Dipping into back numbers of the Village Bell one cannot help being Impressed by the contents: the 
range and frequency of our social and sporting activities, the amount of useful and interesting information 
about contributors’ special interests and hobbies, wildlife, birds, animals, trees and plants, weather, 
local history, fire protection. Where else would we find informative reports from Shire Councillors about 
municipal plans and programmes? How else could we welcome new residents, making them known to 
every reader, and how could we farewell those who had left us and thank those who had contributed to 
community life?

The Bell’s peak of usefulness was probably after the Ash Wednesday bushfires; it had the organisation, 
resources and experience to gather authentic information, and the reputation for reliability. At that time 
many households were without means of communication, having lost their
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telephones and cars in the fires. The way in which the Village Bell could quickly spread information 
through the community was of the greatest value. Outside help was quickly given; equipment lost in the 
fire was replaced free by the Clayton office of Australia Post. Ten special newsletters were published 
informing residents of relief measures which were available, of public meetings concerned with special 
subjects, and so on.

At the present stage of its existence, the Village Bell can congratulate itself on its record, and wish itself 
another hundred issues - a wish with which its contributors and readers will heartily agree.

The Very Early Days

George Silberbauer

Human settlement of this part of Australia dates back at least 40,000 years when, after the long, slow 
trek down from the north, the first Aborigines arrived. At that time Upper Beaconsfield lay far inland, 
the nearest sea being beyond King and Flinders islands. The climate was a good deal wetter and 
rivers were more numerous and larger, providing a plentiful supply of aquatic foods for these hunting 
and gathering people. But, as the ice age deepened, average temperatures dropped by 10-15° C. A 
permanent ice cap formed over the southern Alps, some 5,500 km2 in extent, and life here must have 
been pretty miserable for much of the year. Then things began to improve. By 10,000 years ago the 
weather and the shoreline had stabilised to about their present states and the main local excitement 
was perhaps the Berwick volcano - a mini-version of Rabaul.

When, in the late 1830’s, Terence O’Connor brought in his stock and settled where Berwick now stands, 
he found the Bunurong people living here. Like most foragers, they roamed within their defined territory, 
recognised by other, similar groups around them. That territory included much, or all of the former 
swampland and extended northwards towards the Dandenongs. The swamp would have been their 
principal home, as is indicated by the archaeological material found there. It contained a wealth of 
resources, providing a wide variety of plant and animal foods, and material for tools, weapons, clothing 
and shelter. From there the Bunurong made forays along the upper reaches of the Cardinia Creek  
(Kar din yarr - “looking at the rising sun”) and over the flanking hills. Never easy of access, it was difficult 
terrain in which to hunt and carried a rather small range of food plants. Our hills would have been an 
uninviting residential choice for hunters and gatherers. (After all, a pre-war soil survey dismissed the 
Upper Beaconsfield vicinity as “of no use for agricultural purposes” - perhaps a little harshly). Thin 
though the pickings must have been, there were trees, plants and animals here which differed from 
those of the swampland. It was, thus, more likely the search for variety and for those resources which 
were scarce or absent down in the swamps, that brought the Bunurong to where Upper Beaconsfield 
now is. It is clear that they lived here, but probably for short periods during particular seasons of the 
year. With the accumulated knowledge gathered over the millennia, they must have come to know 
every square metre intimately. They would have known just where to find a tree of the species needed 
for a special piece of wood, and just where the various mammals, birds and reptiles would be found at 
any time of the year.

Archaeology, aided by luck and sharp-eyed residents, can still discover a good deal of the local 
Aboriginal past, but we will never recapture the complex texture of social and ceremonial life that 
the Bunurong lived before we came. Now we can only speculate from the uncertain basis of a scant 
historical record and some knowledge of contemporary Aboriginal traditions, but it seems likely that 
our more secluded valleys and hilltops would have been favoured venues for the vital ceremonies from 
which the uninitiated could be easily excluded, and that Upper Beaconsfield was emotionally at least as 
important to the Bunurong as it is to us.
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UPPER BEACONSFIELD COACH SERVICE

Jeanette Ballinger

In January, 1950, local resident, Colin Marshall, bought the Upper Beac. coach service and operated 
it for 14 years. On six days a week three buses connected with morning Melbourne-bound trains and 
two with the returning evening trains. On Saturdays and Wednesdays a bus took locals to, and from the 
picture house at Berwick. Colin says he never had a breakdown on this service but, one night as the 
bus was parked in Berwick waiting for the film to end, somebody ‘milked’ the petrol. Halfway up Berwick 
Hill the bus coughed to a halt. Colin had to walk back to the service station in search of petrol, leaving a 
busload of pyjama-clad passengers. Why the jammies? Well, as Colin explained, there was no heating 
in the hall, it was the middle of winter, and patrons wore, pyjamas, coats, rugs and anything else they 
could crown on to keep warm.

Colin decided to extend his service to Dandenong market. VicRail, Grenda’s, U.S. motors and the local 
taxi people all objected. When he appeared at a Transport Regulation Board hearing, Colin produced 
a petition signed by all 500 of Upper Beac’s residents (including the children). VicRail asked that the 
bus only go as far as the station. Colin replied that, as he never knew how many mothers with young 
children and prams he would have, loading was a slow business and he could never be sure of keeping 
to a strict timetable: “The train will wait”, said the chairman of the Board. “No, by golly, it won’t” said 
VicRail’s representative, “imagine the problems at Jolimont. Colin won the day.

Two-car families spelt the end of the bus service and it was sold to Moloney’s in 1964.

In the Village Bell’s first issue a report on available transport mentioned that adult residents 
were allowed on school buses. For Issue No. 100 we checked; Mr. Moloney says that paying passengers 
are still permitted on the following routes (remember they don’t operate during school holidays !) :-
To Beaconsfield Station from the Emerald Rd. end of Split Rock Rd. - 7.20 am.; B.U.Store 7.30; Pine 
Grove Hotel 8.05.
From Beaconsfield Station 4.20 pm. It is also possible to return from via Berwick Station (St. Margaret’s 
School) at 3.45 p.m. Mr. Smedley advises that it is not possible to travel on Grenda buses as they are 
all under school contract.

No. 32    June 1983 Published by the 
Upper Beaconsfield Assoc.

TO ALL RESIDENTS No. 23 MARCH, 1982

No. 63 JULY 1988
Published by the U.B.A. Inc.
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The Old Orchards of Upper Beaconsfield

Ysabelle Hobson

(Based on an article in Issue No. 60 by Diana Rocke, Roy Harris and John Milligan.)

What tourists are to the Gold Coast and mines are to Broken Hill, the orchards once were to Upper 
Beaconsfield. They extended from the old Dewhurst area (now submerged under Cardinia Reservoir) 
southward to Payne Rd., and eastward to the huge Toomuc Valley orchards. From the 1890’s onward, 
orchards began right in the village at Halford St, and from there to the Recreation Reserve the road was 
bordered by virtually uninterrupted acres of fruit trees.

The orchardists tried various crops. Pears, walnuts, lemons, cherries and plums were all grown, but 
apples were the main crop. The harvest kept the village working flat-out from January to April - picking, 
packing and transporting packs to the station. For the rest of the year there was planting, pruning, 
thinning, fertilising, spraying and preparing for the next crop. New roads were built to facilitate the 
carriage of fruit to Beaconsfield and Officer stations: the ‘granite ridge’ road beyond Leppitt Rd., part of 
Albers Rd. and, in 1924, Emerald Rd. was extended from the village to “Faldinghurst”.

Names of past orchardists may have a familiar ring: Albers, Glismann and Begg are a few. Today only 
one orchard remains, owned by Fire Brigade Captain Eric Bumpstead and his wife, Joyce, at Guy’s 
Hill. The Bumpsteads took over the orchard on 1st July, 1953 and have grown apple varieties such as 
Granny Smith and Jonathans and, until recently, also pears. Their stall on the Emerald Road, a local 
landmark for us all, has been in operation since at least 1950. The only time it wasn’t open for business 
was in 1983 - the year of the Ash Wednesday fires - when Eric and Joyce were far too busy helping fire 
victims. Eric says that growing apples is probably not the easiest way to earn a living (which may be why 
other orchardists gave it up) but it sure beats working in a factory or an office.

Burning Issues in History - Our Brigade

Nancy Boura

Records show that the Upper Beaconsfield Rural Fire brigade was officially formed in 1925, but it had 
probably existed informally since the first days of settlement of the area. At this time there was no 
specialised fire-fighting equipment and brigade members relied on horses to get to the fire, and used 
gum boughs to beat out the flames. The first motorised vehicle, a Model-T Ford, donated by Major 
Campbell, went into service in 1929. It was equipped with 44-gallon drums of water and stirrup pumps. 
Its photograph hangs in the present Fire Station. In 1949 the brigade became the first in this part of 
Victoria to use radio communication to coordinate fire-fighting activities, thanks largely to the expert 
efforts of Larry Osborne. For many years Group Headquarters was situated at the old Upper Beac. Fire 
Station.

There are presently 37 fire fighters in the brigade. In 1981 we pioneered the recruitment of women as 
fire fighters. Their previous participation had been limited to operating the base radio and telephones. 
These days they perform the same range of duties as do the men, with at least the same competence.

The new fire station was opened in 1990. It houses four vehicles - a CFA-owned tanker, two supports 
(mini-tankers) and a salvage van, all owned by the Brigade and paid for by generous public donations.
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Several major tires have burn through Upper Beaconsfield in the years of its existence; the most recent 
was the Ash Wednesday fire of 1983. On average there are some 40 emergency calls in a year in 
the area. The Brigade also lends help further afield when needed. During the last year crews from 
here have assisted in the Benalla floods, the Sydney fires and, closer to home, a hazardous materials 
incident at Narre Warren. Given the wide variety of emergencies the brigade has to deal with, training 
is very important. Sessions are held every Sunday morning at 9.30 and Wednesday evening at 7.30. 
New members are always welcome.

Pakenham Heritage Study

Dr. Carlotta Kellaway

A team of consultants is currently investigating the past and present history of the Pakenham Shire. 
Over the next few months members of the team will be visiting the buildings and sites that best illustrate 
that history. The aim is to discover more about the area’s heritage and so determine what is most 
valuable and most deserves protection. Graeme Butler leads the team and is an architect. I am an 
historian and will compile an environmental history of the Shire. Francine Gilfedder is an expert in 
landscape research. Together, we have made a number of recent heritage studies of Victoria’s urban 
and country areas. We were commissioned by Pakenham Shire and are to be helped in our present 
study by Michael McCarthy. Well known for his writings on the subject, he will guide us in the exploration 
of sites associated with the important district timber industry.

Enthusiastic support for the project has been given by members of the Steering Committee appointed 
to overlook, and assist with the study. Drawn from people with expertise and special interest in heritage 
matters, the Committee includes six local Councillors; Shire officers John Murrell, John McCaffrey and 
Sue Harris, the Shire’s Project Officer, Environment Management Strategy; Louise Lowe, Planning 
Officer, representatives of the Heritage Branch of the Ministry of Planning and Development; and 
representatives of community interests, including local historian, Dr. Charles Wilson, archaeologist 
Colleen Lazenby and anthropologist George Silberbauer - all of Upper Beaconsfield - Bruce 
Weatherhead of Tynong North, Denise Nest of Bunyip, and Helen Hudson of the Berwick-Pakenham 
Historical Society. The consultants have been provided with a list of contact persons from various parts 
of the Shire, many of whom responded to the recent Oral History Project.

Major Themes. The first step was the identification of the major historical themes that have shaped the 
Shire’s development. These include the evolution of the district transport system, farming, the timber 
industry and places like Upper Beaconsfield and Gembrook as resort and recreational areas. Other 
themes are the effects of natural disasters like bushfire and flood, draining the Koo Wee Rup swamp, 
and the role of notable district residents. Of particular interest is the persistence of the small village 
lifestyle, despite the advent this century of large shopping centres and supermarkets. Surveys will 
be carried out by the team to discover how today’s buildings, streetscapes, parks, landscapes and 
memorials illustrate these themes.

Pakenham has its share of fine churches, schools, banks and substantial residences, some already 
recognised by inclusion on the registers of the State’s conservation bodies. The team is also interested 
in visiting places where people work, or have worked in the past (timber and flour mills, butter factories, 
quarries, farms, village shops) and in looking at district homes and their gardens - from the grand to the 
most modest and from the unique to the most typical Very old buildings - such as the remaining farmhouse 
on an 1850’s pre-emptive selection - are of special interest for their age, historical association and rarity. 
At the other end of the time scale, modern homes using new materials and building techniques, will be 
examined as part of the Shire’s diverse heritage.

Community Help. Members of the community are invited to help by sharing their knowledge of family 
homes, of favourite buildings or places. Old photographs, family letters and diaries, and tales of district 
events are particularly valuable. We hope that, when the study is completed, there will be an increased 
awareness and appreciation by its residents of Pakenham’s rich heritage and of the need to work 
together to protect it for present and future generations.
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Council Notes

Keith Ewenson

Council Budget 1994/5: We are about to conclude another budget for the municipality. You will have 
seen that our deliberations have produced a budget with an increase of 2.9%, which is marginally 
above the cost of living adjustment. We believe the program that is proposed is a constructive one 
achieving significant capital works out of revenue, and minimising borrowing. The most contentious item 
with Councillors was the provision of funds to pay future Commissioners. It was pointed out that the 
rates could be lowered by 0.9% if no Commissioner’s allowance were made, but it was subsequently 
indicated that if Commissioners were left without a budgetary provision they would slash something 
else and residents’ services would suffer. After discussion the provision remained in the budget.

Launch of Weed Awareness: A special kit to heighten awareness of residents to the threat of noxious 
weeds was launched by the Minister for Natural Resources, the Hon. Geoff Coleman, on Wednesday, 
21st. September at the Shire offices. Incidentally, the spray equipment that was available from the 
Lands Office can now be hired from the Shire Depot.

Municipal Restructure: The Council and Officers are greatly encouraged by the many letters of support 
received by the Shire. Your opinion and support are valued by the Council. It is thought that the Interim 
Report could be released on Tuesday, 4th. October, after which we have 14 days to express an opinion. 
I believe we should directly advise you what is recommended and seek your immediate response. We 
want your opinion ! This 14 day period will be a vital stage.

Citizens of the Year: Special representations were made at the Council meeting of 3rd. September. 
One of the four recipients is from Upper Beaconsfield. Volunteer participation in civic matters greatly 
enriches our community.

Upper Beaconsfield Book Discussion Group

STARTING IN OCTOBER

We plan to:
 read a book a month
 get together once a month to discuss that book

Our first get-together to gather suggestions for books to read and to  
find the best meeting time will be on Tuesday, October 18th at 7.30 pm  
In the Community Centre. For more information contact Judy 443148.

books
ideas

discussions
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Neagoe’s Renew Upper Beaconsfield History

Colleen Lazenby

You may have been pleasantly surprised to see Upper Beaconsfield resident, Sue Neagoe, on the 
cover of the “New Home” supplement of the Herald/Sun of September 17th. Sue, a registered builder 
and member of the State HIA Council, was highlighted in a feature article, “Women in Building”. She 
was noticeable among the other women in the picture as she was the only one wearing RM Williams 
boots, rather than high heeled pumps !

Sue and her husband, Peter, owners of Eastern Park Developments, are known in the area as innovative 
builders whose very livable houses look as though they have dropped in here from the late nineteenth 
century. The Neagoe’s have taken up a rather different challenge in Upper Beaconsfield; since February 
of this year they have been renovating the old Buchanan homestead to serve as their family home. On 
the day that Sue and Peter took possession of the property, Sue and her friends moved in with pinch 
bars and began to tear out recent overlay to reveal the hidden treasures of former years. Underneath 
plaster, masonite and false ceilings they found a complete and functioning fireplace, coved timber 
ceilings and Baltic pine floors. Old newspapers found under the floor lining were resuscitated and now 
serve as unique wallpaper in the entrance hall. Your mouth waters to see the prices of those days, but 
the wages offered in the employment ads. quickly put a stop to nostalgic yearnings.

Believing that every moment spent in painstaking renovation of the small main house has been worth 
it, Sue says, “I could see in my mind the beauty that it used to have, and decided that is how it had to 
be again”. The house has been largely overlooked in the history of Upper Beaconsfield, but Sue and 
Peter found remnants of a timber shingled roof fastened with handmade nails, indicating that a part of 
the structure was at least 100 years old. A major renovation in 1957 covered many elements of the old 
house.

Now, eight months later, the Neagoe’s have added 20 squares to the original 16 square house. The 
charmingly completed interior still has the ambience and appearance of a cozy country farmhouse, 
filled with Australian antiques, warm colours and lots of heart.

B.U.A. No. 15 November 28, 1980 

NO. 66 - FEBRUARY 1989

NEW RESIDENTS

Don and Monique Davidson &. Family  
Sugarloaf Rd.

Des Mattei - Emerald Rd.

Teresa &. Randal Cooper - St. Georges Rd.
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Upper Beaconsfield Community Care Group

Des McKenna

Congratulations to the Village Bell on achieving this important milestone. The Bell has been a wonderful 
asset to our community and has been particularly helpful to our group in making residents aware of our 
services.

Our History. A public meeting in August, 1988, set up a Steering Committee to consider the feasibility 
of a Community care group. It reported to a second meeting on 20th. March, 1989, and the Group 
was formally established as a sub-committee of the Community Centre. A proposed constitution, 
aims, structure, etc. were approved and a committee of 12 elected. We continue to operate as a sub-
committee of the Centre to link up with its many contacts with the community. Our first Annual report 
was presented in March, 1990. There are some 70 active volunteers and the group’s operation has 
been most successful.

Aims: “To match Community needs with Community resources”, and in doing this, to encourage good 
neighbourliness, embracing the concept of mutual care. We offer assistance, mainly in emergencies, 
in such areas as domestic help, child minding, transport, friendly visiting, a simple handyman service, 
and emergency meals. During 1990 we sponsored the introduction of Meals on Wheels in conjunction 
with Pakenham Shire, and provided an emergency alarm monitor (donated by the Rotary Club of Upper 
Beaconsfield) to one of our elderly citizens. Services are offered on an emergency basis so as not to 
conflict with other Community/Shire/Government facilities. In special cases we take on an ongoing, 
long-term role. It is our intention to work towards the resident adjusting to, and coping with changed 
circumstances and eventual resumption of self-sufficiency.

In February, 1990, we initiated “Community Week” when we encouraged all residents to get together 
in small, localised social evenings - like street parties. This is an ongoing initiative of the Care Group 
where we link the sense of community with our memories of Ash Wednesday.

Upper Beaconsfield Conservation Group

J. Aarons

The roadside bush along the main road through Guy’s Hill is a treasure of native heath at present, and 
later in the year. Many native orchids can also be seen there. Unfortunately the area has been spoilt by 
invasion by blackberry, Spanish Heath, Broom and Pittosporum.

To change this, and to show how the roadside bush can be enhanced, our Conservation Group has 
begun a project to remove the weeds and replant with indigenous species. We hope this will serve as 
an example to encourage landowners and we would be very grateful for any assistance with this, and 
similar projects. At present Pittosporum is being removed by cutting the main trunks and immediately 
painting with herbicide. Smaller plants are simply pulled out The foliage is best burned to destroy all 
seeds. In flower, Pittosporum is both beautiful and fragrant, but it is a menace if allowed to grow in open 
bush, where it rapidly dominates other species, reducing the bush to a scraggly mess.
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Continuing a Graceful Tradition

Colleen Lazenby

At the turn of the century, people living in Melbourne looked to the country for beauty and relaxation in 
the same manner that city people do now. Upper Beaconsfield was greatly admired for its natural beauty 
and for clean, healthy air. The village developed a reputation as a tourist destination, renowned for its 
guest houses, health spas (to “take the air in Beaconsfield Upper”), and exclusive weekend retreats 
for those who lived in town. Many people travelled by train to Beaconsfield where a sign advised them 
to “Alight for Beaconsfield Upper”. A coach service operated by Ulick A’Beckett [A’Beckett Road] and 
others picked up at the train station and transported tourists to and from the village via Telegraph Road.

The most famous of the houses offering room and board to guests were “Salisbury House”, now an 
elder facility operating under the same name; “Kyogle” on Beaconsfield-Emerald Road, destroyed by 
the 1983 fires; “Runnymeade” on St Georges Road, also burned down on Ash Wednesday; and “Kia 
Ora”, later “Newstead Forest”, located on A’Beckett Road. The latter house was owned by the Hudson 
family and was subsequently owned by Nell and David Fullerton as a family home. Nell, since remarried, 
only recently left Upper Beaconsfield after selling to a new family. Lastly, the Pine Grove Hotel offered 
weekend and holiday guest services as well.

Permanent settlement in Upper Beaconsfield only increased in the years after the Depression, 
accelerating in the 1940’s and 50’s. But two contemporary homeowners in the village continue the 
graceful tradition of accepting guests anxious to enjoy the serenity and beauty of our natural surroundings. 
The first is “Fernhill”, owned and operated by Faye and Keith Farthing, and located on Salisbury/Old 
Officer Road. The Farthings belong to the Inn House bed and breakfast group, and have been offering 
a very personalised hosting service within their own home since 1991. Faye says that the people who 
stay at Fernhill are “not trying to lose themselves”, and most prefer to accept the Farthings invitation to 
dine with them in the evenings. This unique and personal attention has been lavished on 100 couples 
last year alone, and Faye happily reports that Fernhill has yet to welcome anyone that the Farthings 
wouldn’t have back again.

The bed and breakfast service offered by Veronika Mylius at “Ttekceba” {A’Beckett reversed}, located 
at the end of A’Beckett Road, is in the context of a romantic country retreat far from the busy world. 
People can be entirely self sufficient in the fully-serviced guest house or dinners will be cooked and 
served by Veronika herself. Set in 7 acres of garden and filled with an array of free-roaming exotic birds, 
the house and property offer every chance to forget that Upper Beaconsfield is just an hour’s drive from 
Melbourne. Veronika says most of her guests are “honeymooners, people celebrating anniversaries, 
and others looking for a romantic weekend away from their own surroundings”. Ttekceba is part of 
the Host Farms bed and breakfast group which, like Inn House, is an accredited, assessed method of 
identifying participating hosts and facilities.

Both of these lovely places are excellent options for those of us with extra family at holiday and wedding 
times, for sudden guest overflow, or to recommend to city dwellers who need to get away to country 
Victoria for a weekend or longer. For more information about Fernhill, contact the Farthings on (059) 
443-116. To find out more about Ttekceba, call Veronika Mylius on (059) 443-636.

No. 8 September 1979
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Family Violence Response Group

S. Bidiss

In response to a forum on family violence, held in April of this year, a group has been formed with the 
aims of:

• encouraging the community to becoming involved in developing, supporting and maintaining 
the network;

• developing strategies to provide education in the community about relevant issues regarding 
family violence;

• developing resources and support through awareness that enables and encourages the 
community in making positive changes;

• exploring preventive responses, as opposed to THE CURE, to family violence.

This group defines family violence under the following headings:

• Physical abuse - hitting, punching, pushing, slapping, pulling hair, etc.;
• Verbal - swearing, name-calling, humiliating, threatening to hurt or kill:
• Emotional abuse - telling partner or child that she/he is useless, lazy, stupid, ugly; telling 

partner that she/he wouldn’t be able to survive without the other, that she/he is the one with 
the problem;

• Sexual abuse - coercing, or forcing partner to have sex, or perform sexual acts against her/his 
will;

• Financial abuse - keeping partner totally dependent, not giving enough/any money to buy 
household necessities; taking exclusive control of all income;

• Social abuse - being kept isolated from family and friends; insulting or humiliating partner or 
child in front of family and friends and in public;

• Spiritual - using God as a threat or weapon to manipulate the situation.

It requires commitment from the community to work towards positive responses to family violence. Our 
group is looking for interested community members and especially those who have worked through 
experiences of family violence. Part of this group’s focus is breaking the silence of family violence in 
the community, hence the need to draw on the resources and skills of those who have experienced this 
kind of violence.

Those who are interested are invited to the October meeting - held on Wednesday the 19th from 12.30 
to 3.30pm. There will be a guest speaker. For information, contact, or leave a message with: Lauren, 
Bunyip & West Gippsland Community Health Centre (056 - 295204); Sue B. at Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
(059 - 412377); or Anne W. at Mountain District Community Health Centre (059-688146).

Upper Beaconsfield Tennis Club

New members are always welcome. However, if you don’t wish to become one, and just enjoy a 
game of tennis, join the ever-growing number of fun-loving night comp. players. Monday night is for 
beginners (mixed). Wednesday and Thursday nights see a mixed competition of various standards. 
Play commences at 7.30.

Entries close on September 28 for the season beginning in the first week of October.

The Club is there for all members of the community, so please feel free to enquire about its use, from :

Paul Higgs 685-640 
Kath West 425-084 

Eve Morgan 443-583
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Mountain District Community Health Centre

Sue Bradley

Childbirth Education Classes. The next five-week course starts on Wednesday, 9th November,  
7 - 9 pm. The aim of the classes is to assist parents-to-be to feel confident about preparation for labour, 
parenthood and the new family, with increased information and participation through pregnancy and 
the birth process. The other vital aspect is the development of networks and friendships in the local 
community, so that the services available to new parents are known.

A group of Mountain District Community Health Centre staff, including physiotherapy and midwife/
childbirth educator, bring a complement of expertise to this course. The cost is $5 per couple per night 
and a health-card/student concession is available. For enquiries and bookings contact reception or Sue 
on (059) 688 146 Cockatoo, or (059) 401 866 Pakenham.

Cardiac Management & Rehabilitation Program. The Centre now offers this program, which follows 
the National Heart Foundation guidelines, its three key elements are exercise, education and support, 
with the necessary objective being to assist clients to make the necessary lifestyle changes to enhance 
cardiac health and/or assist in rehabilitation after heart attack or surgery. The program will be conducted 
weekly in Pakenham, over a period of eight weeks, commencing October, 25th. There will be four 
programs of eight weeks held each year thereafter.

This program is for people who have, or have had:
• angina
• heart attack
• cardiac surgery
• high blood pressure
• High blood cholesterol
• overweight
• diabetes
• physical inactivity.

Transport is available for clients as required. For further enquiries please contact Sue Bradley or Brigitte 
Karnakowski (Community Health Nurses) on (059) 688 146.

Red Cross News 

Berwick/Upper Beaconsfield Unit

M. Womersley

Evacuee Registration Course. Arrangements have been made for two registration sessions to be held 
in our area on 12th and 24th October. They will provide members and interested persons with an 
opportunity to learn the procedures for registering evacuees from an area in the event of a major 
disaster. It is essentially a clerical job. The session on October 12th will be held at the Civic Centre, 
Narre Warren, from 8 pm to 10 pm. That of the 24th will be at the Senior Citizens’ Clubrooms, Berwick, 
from 10 am to 12 noon. Registration of evacuees is a very important and useful service after a disaster 
has struck. If you would like to learn, just come along - bring your own pen.

Our unit Is still seeking members from Upper Beaconsfield. The annual membership fee is only $2 
per person. Meetings are held on the second Friday of each month at 1.30 pm in Christ Church Hall, 
Berwick.

It looks as if two teams from Beaconhills Secondary College will be competing in the Red Cross Murray 
River Marathon after Christmas. A contingent of young people from Upper Beaconsfield did very well in 
last year’s ‘Murray-mara.’
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Upper Beaconsfield Rural Fire Brigade

Jon Boura

Solid-fuel heaters - three near-disasters. The Brigade has attended three fires in the last couple of 
months which involved solid-fuel heaters - an open fire-place and two slow-combustion heaters. It is 
important for people using heaters of these types to be aware of the potential dangers, but also for them 
to realise that a little preventative maintenance should give trouble-free operation.

•	 Radiant	heat	from	your	fire/heater	can	raise	the	temperature	of	any	paper,	wood,	etc.	that	
is	stacked	too	close	to	the	fire,	to	the	point	where	it	will	ignite.	The	fire	can	then	spread	to	
curtains, furniture and walls.

•	 A	build-up	of	soot	or	creosote	in	the	flue	can	be	ignited	by	your	fire	and	result	in	a	chimney	
fire.	If	there	are	gaps	in	the	chimney,	the	fire	could	spread	into	the	roof	space	and	the	rest	of	
the house.

•	 A	really	roaring	fire	in	a	slow	combustion	heater	can	heat	the	metal	flue	to	such	an	extent	that	
even the outer layer - designed to remain cool - can become hot enough to ignite ceiling or 
roof material.

In each of the three incidents attended by the brigade, damage was minimal, but each had the potential 
to become a serious fire. So, please ensure that your solid fuel heater is properly maintained, and that 
the chimney is swept before you light that first fire in autumn. For further detailed advice, refer to the 
Village Bell article of April, 1992, or contact a Brigade officer whose phone number can be found on your 
Fire Brigade contact card (Please don’t use the emergency number!)

Emergency Calls - despite advice from some quarters to use the 000 number for fire calls, ringing 44 
33 33 will result in a far quicker, and more certain response. At some stage Victoria will convert to a 
unified emergency response network. It has not yet done so. Until the conversion happens, (perhaps by 
the end of the year) use of the 000 number will cause delay (of up to 15 minutes) and may also result 
in misdirection of the Brigade.

Change to Siren Testing Time. Each week the Brigade tests its emergency alerting system -siren and 
pagers. For the last few years this has been done at 12.20 on Sundays - as those who live near the Fire 
Station are undoubtedly aware. From 1st November, the time will be 7.35 pm on Wednesdays.

Auction. A fund raising auction will be held at the Fire Station on Saturday, 22nd. October, starting 
10 am. The brigade is looking for donations of saleable articles; alternatively items can be sold on 
commission. Please contact Peter Deering (443-521) or Stan Hamilton (443-531) for further details.

Turnouts. Since the last issue of the Village Bell the brigade has attended a chimney fire in Stoney 
Creek Rd., a scrub fire between Burton Rd. and the Emerald-Beaconsfield Rd., a tree over the Emerald 
Rd. in Dewhurst, a false alarm, smoke in the area of Grant Court, a lounge fire in Grant Court, a LPG 
leak in Fraser Ave., and a chimney fire in St. George’s Rd.

No. 34 October, 1985
NO 38

June, 1984
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Items of Interest

The Village Bell receives many notices for publication. In recent mail the Editors found:

* that maps showing the Horse Trails of Pakenham Shire can be obtained at Shire offices 
for $5, and by calling Miriam Gillespie, Youth and Recreation Services Coordinator on 
(059) 411-011

* that recent changes in Social Security regulations pertaining to Partner Allowance will 
replace Job Search, Newstart, and Sickness Allowance as well as Special Benefit to 
couples which was paid to the claimant; a new payment called Home Child Care Allowance 
will replace the Dependent Spouse Rebate for families; both sets of changes take effect in 
late September - those needing help with interpretation of the new regulations can contact 
the Citizens’ Advice Bureau at 66 Main Street, Pakenham or call (059) 412-377, from 
10:30 to 2:30 Mon to Fri

* that Pakenham Neighbourhood House is inviting people to enrol for Term 4 courses, 
including adult and youth programs; bookings for Child Services (childcare and activity 
groups) for 1995 are being taken now as well; enrolment begins Oct 3 -for more information 
phone (059) 412-389 from 9:30 to 3:00 Mon to Fri

* that community organisations are entitled to apply under the Pakenham Shire Community 
Grant Scheme (1994-95) for grants up to $10, 000; in some cases, matching funds are 
required; the funds are to be used to assist with maintenance, small building projects, 
operational costs, equipment of other legitimate functions; applications forms and 
assistance with submissions are available from John White at the Shire offices on (059) 
411 -011; applications close October 21/94

UBRFB Auxiliary News

Colleen Lazenby

As always we are deeply grateful to community members who purchased goods at our recent Towel 
Night” in support of the Fire Brigade. Many thanks to everyone who helped make the evening a success.

After hosting a wonderful mid-winter dinner for Brigade members on July 30, the Auxiliary is now 
planning to cook up a feast for the annual Christmas Dinner, to be held this year on Sunday November 
26. And - it may seem early but we already have some reservations - the Santa Claus suits are again 
cleaned and ready for hire. Call Diane Rose to make arrangements: home (059) 443-869; work (059) 
443-264.

The Auxiliary will be offering lunch and teas for sale during the Fire Brigade Auction on October 22. A 
Cake Stall will have goodies for sale, and there will also be a Raffle. We look forward to seeing you there.

Issue No. 85  April 1992 NO. 73   APRIL 1990
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Escapees on the Loose ! What is a Weed ?

This is a combination of articles written by Helen Smith and Jenny Pritchard

An environmental weed can be a native plant, or an introduced one which has the potential to take 
over the bush to the exclusion of the local indigenous species. The definition is “a plant species that 
has naturalised outside its normal geographic range”. There are more than 200 environmental weeds 
in the Dandenong Ranges area. Of these, 80 are plants commonly available in nurseries and other 
outlets. Upper Beaconsfield residents enjoy a natural bush environment nearby and many have areas 
of bush on their nature strips or on their larger blocks. Residents should be aware that many introduced 
species are spreading in our area and taking over from native plants. Many of these are escapees 
from out own gardens. The Regional Pest Plant Strategy Working Group has produced a series of 
pamphlets and posters illustrating the various pest plants in our area and there is currently a display of 
these in the Narre Warren library. Two colour posters are also on view in the Supper Room at the Upper 
Beaconsfield Community Complex. These help people to identify plant weeds that may be on their land.

Using this information, a quick survey was made of plants on the nearby nature strip. To the average 
person, it looks ‘natural’ and bushy. However, there were the following environmental weeds :-

Common Forget-me-not (Myosotis sp.) - throwouts spread like magic 
Cotoneaster sp. - spread by birds 

Wandering Jew ( Tradescantia fluminensis) - another magically-moving throwout 
False Tree Lucerne, or Tagasaste (Chamaecytisus proliferus) - spread by birds and wind 

Blackberry (Rubus fructicosus) - suckers readily, spread by birds and black magic 
Agapanthus (africanus) - seems to thrive even better as a throwout than in the garden 

Also in the area, although not on the nature strip, were :-
Monterey Pine (Pinus radiata) 

Cedar, or Fern Wattle (Acacia elata)
Spanish Heath (Erica lusitanica) 

Sweet Pittosporum (P. undulatum). 
English Ivy (Hedera halix) is one of the Jekyll and Hydes of the plant world, it looks nice at first, delicately 
climbing up a tree and with attractive small leaves. Then, before you know it, it has turned into a monster 
with thick, ropy stems and large ugly leaves and will eventually strangle the tree its growing on. If 
everyone took responsibility for her or his small part of Upper Beaconsfield, many of these weeds could 
be either eradicated or controlled. The best strategy is to check your area regularly and mercilessly pull 
out the weeds while they are still small, and before they take over. And, of course, don’t help them to 
spread by dumping the remains onto your compost heap, or anywhere else where they can regenerate.

E.A. OWENS RESERVE COMMITTEE

The statutory triennial public meeting will be held 

at 8 pm on Wednesday, 2nd. November 

in the Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre. 

Those interested in helping to maintain and develop the interest and beauty 

of this Reserve are invited to attend. 

Nominations for the Committee will be most welcome.

Charles Wilson
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Neighbourhood Watch Notes

Graham Jackson

The crime you are most likely to suffer is an uninvited visit from Sam the Burglar Man (or Woman). Sam 
steals goods which can quickly be converted to cash by an unscrupulous dealer, selling them, in pubs, 
etc. Sam is less fond of goods which can be recognised as stolen, tracing the crime back to him or her. If 
we identify our goods by engraving them with our driver’s licence number, the Police can quickly check 
the owner’s identity - they can also compare Sam’s licence number with the one engraved on the item; 
if they don’t match, Sam has some explaining to do. It’s simple, it’s brilliant!

A few pointers: You need a “V” in front of the number to show that it refers to a Victorian licence. Next, 
you select for engraving the ‘stealables’ in your home - electrical goods, power tools, microwaves, TV, 
VCR, video and equipment. These are all items that can easily be transported and flogged. Even if it 
means a minor defacing of your possessions, that’s better than having Sam nick them. It can really sour 
your day to think of your $800 chainsaw going for $100 in the pub carpark.

But what if you want to sell something ? Great! Your customer will be happy to know that she or he 
can always prove that the goods were legitimately purchased by referring to you and your “V” licence 
number.

Engraving your household’s ‘stealables’ will take an hour or two to do properly. It’s worth doing -just 
ask Sam ! Neighbourhood Watch can lend you the engravers. We advise you, are rude to you if you 
don’t get round to it. Sam’s laughing all the way. So, start engraving ! It’s a sound that Sam hates. The 
engraver is heavy artillery in your fight with Sam, dodgy dealers and crook buyers.

Kitchen Appeal Underway

Pat Edwards

Funds for the planned kitchen improvements at the Public Hall are gradually accumulating. As outlined 
in the last Village Bell, we are looking for donations towards these renovations of this community facility. 
So far we have approximately $200 in donations; although the number of donors has not been large, 
they have been very generous.

THANKYOU
C. Tweedie, Beaconsfield 

B. Southorn, Upper Beaconsfield 
C. Stewart, Beaconsfield  

C. Blik, Mulgrave 
K & H Pty., Ltd., Dandenong 

G. & F. MacGowan, Upper Beaconsfield 
R. & B. Saunders, 

Pakenham Country Women’s Association, Upper Beaconsfield

For those who may not be able to participate in our other fundraising activities, we are asking you 
to consider sending a donation to the appeal. Any amount will be gratefully accepted. Donors will 
be acknowledged in the Village Bell, and receipts sent Please send donations, marked “Kitchen 
Appeal, Upper Beaconsfield Community Complex”, to the Treasurer, UBCC, Salisbury Rd., Upper 
Beaconsfield, 3808.
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Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre Cancer Support Group

Gayle Hill

The Community Centre Cancer Support Group meets on the third Thursday of each month from 1 pm 
to 3 pm. We are primarily a support group; we have no professional staff, but are cancer patients and 
related family. One member has said, “We find that we are an encouragement to each other. Often 
family are reticent to talk about how we and they are feeling, but the group is very open with each other”. 
“I also like the fact that you can come each month, and even if you haven’t been feeling well you can 
find some encouragement from another member who is.”

The group is also open to the experiences of others and particularly the alternative methods of treatment 
members have employed in conjunction with their medical treatment. Some of the resources that 
have been explored and discussed have included those of the Ian Gawler Clinic, Cheltenham Retreat 
House (an Anglican healing ministry) and alternative therapies such as ozone treatment. While we 
acknowledge that these suit the individual involved, we are eager to look at anything that offers hope. 
Many group members have commented that their own cancer has made them reassess their lives, and 
that for some this has been a positive experience and has enabled them to make wider philosophical 
choices and decisions than they would otherwise have considered.

For those members who have cancer and are presently feeling well, it is also vital for them to continue 
to meet - talking to others about such issues as diet, philosophy and outlook on life can greatly help to 
maintain your positive attitudes.

Our next meeting is on 20th. October. Please feel free to join us if you are a cancer patient, a family 
member, or a friend. Contact Gayle Hill (059) 443-484.

Upper Beac. Kinder and Pre-kinder Association

Lisa Milenkovic and Karen Kenny

Kindergarten began in Upper Beaconsfield in 1943 and was run from the local hall with black-out 
screens (necessary during those wartime years) being used as tables. In 1945 attempts to acquire an 
Army hut for the Kindergarten failed but, by 1950, land had been secured for a new building. With help 
from the RSL the “Upper Beaconsfield Pre-school and Infant Welfare Centre-opened in McBride Rd in 
1956. A separate group for toddlers, referred to as a ‘3 year-old group’, began in 1968. By 1975 the 
increasing population required a larger building. There was no room to expand at the McBride Rd site, 
and it took three years to negotiate with the Reserve Committee to acquire some of the Recreation 
Reserve, the only Crown land that the Health Dept. would approve. The new Kindergarten was opened 
in 1979; the Infant Welfare centre and the Three Year-old group remained at McBride Rd.

On Ash Wednesday, February, 1983, the new building was destroyed. But, with many donations, a 
supply of equipment, and a tremendous community effort, the “new” building was opened in November. 
To this day that same community spirit which we saw in 1983 prevails in Upper Beaconsfield.

Kindergarten Open Day. The Kindergarten is holding an open day on Monday, 10th October. We extend 
an invitation to all parents and children wishing to see our Kinder and the way in which it operates. Join 
us between the hours of 10 am and noon. Please call in and feel free to chat to the Staff and Committee 
members who will be there.

Enquiries 443 822
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Beaconhills Country Golf Club

Barbara Jackson

The big news at Beaconhills is the opening of the new Pro Shop. With a video teaching room and 
13-square showroom catering for a golfer’s every need from equipment to clothing. Club professionals 
Mark Griffin and Graham Kelly’s new venture must rank as one of the biggest and best Pro Shops in 
Victoria. A buggy storage area for members and workshop for golf club repairs is also incorporated in 
the building.

The “Rainbird” automatic irrigation system has been installed on the Hills course and thanks go to grounds 
staff members David Fraser, Matt Kneen and Barry Auhl who worked tirelessly with the contractors to 
enable to reduction in the total project cost to the Club. Plaudits to all other grounds staff who have kept 
both courses in such great condition while this large project was under way. After enduring a bit of an 
obstacle course over the past few months, players can soon enjoy top playing conditions.

Congratulations to Club Champion, Mark Auhl, on his selection and performance in the amateur 
Victorian Colts Team that came very close to taking out the Australian title - just losing out to the New 
South Wales by half a game. The Interstate series over five days has been excellent experience for 
Mark and all at Beaconhills wish him a successful golfing career in the years ahead. Congratulations 
also to Manager Chris Bracher. In the same week he not only won the club’s monster raffle first prize 
- a trip to Phuket, Thailand, worth $4000 - but also became a proud father for the first time when his 
wife, Suzanne, gave birth to baby Maxwell. Even warmer congratulations to Suzanne, and welcome, 
Maxwell!

Friday night is Bistro Night at Beaconhills. Caterer Bas van Uyen and his staff provide excellent food 
and service. Non-members are welcome to come and enjoy a meal in very pleasant surroundings. 
Bookings are not necessary. Bas has plans to introduce Monday to Friday lunch meals (nothing over 
$5). Details will be circulated to residents shortly. For wedding and special function enquires phone 
443-086 or 443-309.

Non-members of the Club are welcome to use the gaming machines. However, Victorian Gaming 
Commission regulations require visitors residing within 5 km of the clubhouse to join as Gaming 
members ($20 - which includes a complimentary round of golf).

Members and potential members experiencing cash flow problems will be pleased with the new fee 
payment system available. Payment can now be made monthly for annual subscriptions. For new 
members 50% of the joining fee and one month’s portion of the annual fee is the upfront payment. 
So, now that Spring has arrived, make the decision to become a member of Beaconhills and enjoy 
the companionship and competition at this highly-rated 36-hole facility right in our midst members 
competition alternates each week on the Lakes and Hills courses. Men’s comps Saturday, Sunday, 
Tuesday and Thursday. Ladies’ Wednesday and Saturday. Twilight comp over 9 holes is played on the 
Hills course during the daylight savings period on Friday evenings.

Upper Beaconsfield Netball Club

Chrys Edwards

The 1994 season has ended. Four junior teams were entered in the Dandenong & District Netball 
Association competition. Three are to be congratulated on reaching the finals - Under-15’s, Under-11’s 
and second Under-11’s. The Under-11’s Seconds went on to the Grand Final and only just lost (by 2 
goals), despite a very hard-fought second-half recovery by our girls. Congratulations also to Kristie 
Columb, Nicole Taylor, Renee Conroy, Becky Edwards and Devon Beckwith, who were selected for 
the DDNA combined teams. During the season Rebecca Escreet, Becky Edwards and Kristie Colomb 
completed their Junior Umpiring course and went on to assist Marianne Leaver and Judy Escreet with 
their heavy umpiring commitments.
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The club held its presentation luncheon recently. All players and families enjoyed the traditional Dads 
vs Seniors match and an even more exciting Dads vs Mums game. Winners of this year’s President’s 
Medal for overall dedication, improvement and ability were Kristie Columb, Lauren Murphy, Kate Somers 
and Katie Chisnell - congratulations to these players ! The Club also paid tribute to Marianne Leaver 
and Judy Escreet for their years of hard work for the Club and wished them well in their retirement. With 
all positions vacant for next year we hope to see a good turnup of parents at the AGM in February to 
ensure the continued bright future of the Netball Club.

New Playground at the Community Complex

Pat Edwards

Thanks to a grant from the Shire of Pakenham and the hard work put in by a band of volunteers led 
by Ann McCormick, children in Upper Beaconsfield can now enjoy the new enlarged playground at the 
rear of the Community Complex in Salisbury Road. The new equipment was chosen with the younger 
children in mind and includes a climbing structure combined with a bridge, slide and tower/cubby.

Parents who have already taken their children there have complimented the Building and Grounds 
Committee on the new improved playground and commented that it was long needed for the children in 
the southern end of the township. Seats and tables have now also been completed so parents can be 
seated in comfort while they supervise their children and the tables will be handy for picnics. The paint 
was barely dry before the furniture was christened on Sunday and it was gratifying to see the numbers 
of children already making use of the playground.

Many thanks to all the Committee members, and their husbands who assisted and to Peter Walton and 
Danny Quagliani who volunteered their services after an appeal was made in the last Village Bell. Well 
done, all of you, for your contribution to a valued addition to the village’s amenities!

Trivia Night - Friday October 28 An invitation is extended to the community to support our fundraising 
efforts for the kitchen improvements at the Public Hall. The kitchen appeal (outlined elsewhere in this 
Village Bell) is still under way and we need funloving people to come along to the Trivia Night. Hosted 
by our star homegrown attraction, Peter Deering, it will be a family night to remember, fun for all ages, 
games and prizes, and a lovely supper provided. Only $5 per head for great night’s entertainment. BYO 
drinks, glasses and nibbles. From 7.30 on - fun and games start at 8 pm.

BOOKINGS - PAT EDWARDS 443-610 JOAN GREEN 443-962

Diary Dates
October 3 - Pat Edwards receives Shire C.O.Y. Award; Shire offices - 6:00pm
 Pakenham Neighbourhood House. Enrolment for courses in Term 4
October 5 - UBA General Meeting; UBCC - 8:00pm
October 10 - UB Kindergarten Open Day - 10:00 am to noon
October 12 - Red Cross Evacuee Reg. Course; Narre Warren Civic Centre - 8:00pm
October 13 - Quarry Impact Association AGM; UBCC - 8:00pm
October 15 - Cub Scout JOTA
October 18 - UB Book Discussion Group: UBCC - 7:30pm
October 19- Family Violence Response Group - 12:30pm; call CAB or MDCHC for location
October 20 - Cancer Support Group Meeting: UBCC - 1:00pm
October 21 - Close of applications for Shire Community Grant Scheme
October 22 - UBRFB Auction; Fire Station - 10:00am
October 24 - Red Cross Evacuee Reg. Course; Senior Cit Club Room, Berwick - 10:00am
October 25 - Cardiac Program start; MDCHC
October 28 -  Trivia Night - Hall Fundraiser, UBCC - 7:30pm
November 2 - E. A. Owens Reserve Triennial Meeting: UBCC - 8:00pm
November 6 - UBA 20th Anniversary Celebration; UBCC - 2:30pm ALL WELCOME
November 9 - Childbirth Education Classes start: MDCHC
November 27 - UBRFB Christinas Dinner - Members only; Fire Station

Village Bell Credits
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Quarry Impact Association

Graeme Kidd

The Association has worked for some 16 years to represent the community’s view that the conservation-
zoned land owned by Hillview Quarries off Leppitt Road should not be used for quarrying. After even 
this number of years the issue is no nearer to resolution. It is clear that Hillview are very determined, 
and that they are waiting for a politically opportune time to make their move and seek a rezoning that 
will allow quarrying to take place.

The QIA Annual General meeting will be held at 8 pm on Thursday, 13 October, in the Upper Beaconsfield 
Community Centre. We will be reporting on our activities of the past year, particularly on our submissions 
to, and outcomes from the government inquiry on resource protection (the ENRC Inquiry). We will also 
begin development of our strategies for the coming year.

The Committee of the QIA consists of a group of dedicated and enthusiastic people. We would be 
delighted to welcome new members, particularly those who would be most affected if a quarry were to 
go ahead. A full report will be distributed to members prior to the meeting. Others may obtain copies 
from Graeme Kidd on 443-400.

First Upper Beaconsfield Cub Scout Group

Matt McDonald

Scout Committee: After many years of service to the Scouting movement in Upper Beaconsfield, Peter 
Deering has resigned as Group Leader. The work that Peter has done has left the cub-Scout groups in 
a very strong position. His contribution is greatly appreciated. Although his shoes (size ???) will be hard 
to fill, approaches have been made to find a successor.

Firewood raffles have continued over the winter months. Winners of the last two trailer toads were 
Graham MacGowan and Linda New. These raffles have raised $171 and $154. The Cub-Scout Groups 
appreciate the support they receive from the community in this way.

Scouts: The Scouts recently held a day of cross-country skiing. (No, it wasn’t cancelled; yes, there 
was snow.) Boys and leaders returned tired and with sore legs. On Sunday, 4th September, the Scouts 
loaded their bikes and headed for Mt. Waverley, then Port Melbourne and on to Elwood Beach. Scouts, 
leaders and parents returned and with sore.....’s. (Editor’s note: I couldn’t believe Matt would use a word 
like that, so I left some of it out.) The Scout group is in need of another leader to assist in running group 
activities.

Cub Pack: The Cubs continue to have interest-packed activities. Last week they took part in Gang Show 
activities. There wasn’t really a brawl; a visitor from the Gang Show demonstrated make-up tricks - 
complete with black-eye make-up! The leaders are planning a JOTA -Jamboree of the Air - for the Group 
on Saturday, October 15. The recent Cub Pack holiday at the Lord Mayor’s Camp, Portsea, was a great 
success - the weather was great and so was everybody’s enjoyment.
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BERWICK AUTO ELECTRICS 
On Site Work-Change over starters & 

Alternators-All Car Airconditioning 
Specialising in Boats, Trucks & 

European Cars. 
Geoff & Paul Beck 707 3617 AH 443976

ENGLISH EUROPEAN CAR SERVICE 
for service and maintenance of  

Jaguar, Mercedes Benz, Volvo & BMW 
free pickup and delivery 

phone Darryl Fenby  B/H 509 9024 
A/H 059 44 3042

****BOOKKEEPING****

JUST BOOKKEEPING 
Cuts the cost of Accounting 

John Larsson 
Shop 6 

Village Shopping Centre 
(059) 443-789

****BRICKLAYER****

GEORGE KING 
Quality Bricklayer 

Bar-B-Ques, Fireplaces, Drives, Letter Boxes, Fences 
House Extensions, Concreting also a specialty 

Free Quotes     Prompt Service 
(059) 444-069

MOONSHINE MOTORS 
Classic Vehicle Restoration 

Autoservice Centre 
Accident Repair Centre 
R.A.C.V. Service Depot 

059 443-264 or 059 444-111

****AUTOMOTIVE****

ELLEN & HANS NOWAK 
Obedience Training and Top 

Quality Dog Breeding. 
Private Sessions (Wed pm Sat pm.) 

 
Phone 44 3254

****ANIMALS****

COUSINS & CO. 
Peter D Cousins 

Certified Practising Accountant 
Registered Tax Agent 

57 High Street Berwick 
B.H. 707 2788  A.H.  443 429

****ACCOUNTANTS****

PHILIP J HELLIAR 
 

Chartered Accountant 
Registered Tax Agent 

 
Phone BH & AH 443112

“FERNHILL” 
Full Country Accommodation - B & B 

Faye & Keith Farthing 
Memb of Innhouse & Host Farms Ass 

Lot 118a Salisbury Road 
Upper Beaconsfield Ph (059) 44 3116

****ACCOMMODATION****

UPPER BEACONSFIELD TRADES & SERVICES DIRECTORY 
$65 for 6 issues - Ring  Phillip Rocke 44 3220 - closing date 10th of odd month

****AGRICULTURAL CONTRACTORS****

TOLLEY AGRIC. SERVICES 
Excavations (inc. dams) Driveways 

Farm maintenance, Landscaping, Weed 
spraying, Tractor slashing, Rotary 
hoeing etc, Vegie patches rotary  

hoed Ph. John 44 3066 / 018 375 884

F & L CAMP

SLASHING - Blackberry Spraying -  
Driveways Graded - Chainsaw Work 

Rotary Hoeing 
 

Frank Camp   44 3947

****BUTCHER****

KELVIN AND SHIRLEY CLARKE

Specialists in Gourmet Foods 
Bulk Freezer Orders 

Emerald Road, Upper Beaconsfield 
 

Ph. 44 3260

****BUILDING****

UPPER BEACONSFIELD BUILDING SERVICES 
Semi-retired Builder 

Member of Housing Industry Association Reg. No. 16897 
35 years experience 

Able to do all Repairs and Maintenance 
Ring John Asbroek 443-629

HOLWAY CONSTRUCTIONS PTY LTD 
Small extensions and 

renovations our specialty 
* Pergolas    * Carports  

* Decking      *Free Quotes 
Ring Wayne Simmons 44 3589
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A GRADE ELECTRICIAN 
ROBERT FIDONE 

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial 
Specialising in Heating & Air- 

Conditioning.  
Ph. 44 3990

*****ELECTRICIANS*****

NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? 
Phone Garry 
Free Quotes 

No job too small 
Mobile 015-327908  or  44-3687 

DARLEKTRICS PTY. LTD.  Rec 6072

COMPUTER HARDWARE & SYSTEMS 
Software Upgrades 

CD-ROM Hardware & Software 
Laptops, Soundcards, Printers 

Faxcards-Modems, Service and Repairs 
Wayne McLeod 443-145

****COMPUTERS****

COMPUTER TUITION 
Computer Training in Basics, Wordprocessors, 
Spreadsheats, Windows.    Experienced Tutor 

TYPING SERVICES 
Resumes, Manuscripts, Business cards, Letter Heads etc 

Penelope Truscott 443-243

WINDOW CLEANING  
 

John Plowman 
 

44 3969

CARPETS 
WINDOWS 
GENERAL

 
Kevin Smith   059 44 3348

AMCLEAR PTY LTD 
Septic & grease trap cleaning 

Prompt Efficient Service 
Reasonable rates - all hours 

 
K Gehling  059 443 646

****CLEANING****

****CHEMIST****

CAROL GIBSON             44 3881 
Emerald Road, Upper Beaconsfield 

Hrs: Mon-Fri 9 - 6; Sat 9 -12 
Sunday  9.30 - 12 

Agent for Yardley, Dand. Credit  
Union, Medibank Private & HBA

ONE STOP DRAPES 
9/31 Pultney St Dandenong 

Curtains made to measure, Free Make, 
Ready Made, Tracks Festoons, 

Bedspreads, all types of blinds. 
BH (03) 706 8688  AH 44 3928

***FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT***

J.E.S.S.    -    FIRE 
For Domestic and Industrial 

Fire Extinguishers and Smoke Detectors 
Contact Ian Johnson 

Home (059) 44 3695    Mobile 018 375 270 
Fax (059) 44 4175

“FLOWERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS” 
 

Weddings a Speciality 

Lorna Brooksbank.  
Sugarloaf Road. Phone 44 3486

****FLOWERS****

UPPER BEACONSFIELD TRADES & SERVICES DIRECTORY 
$65 for 6 issues - Ring  Phillip Rocke 44 3220 - closing date 10th of odd month

****CARPETS   CURTAINS****

JOHN DAWSON 
Specialising in 

CARPETS, CURTAINS, VINYL FLOORS 
Free Shop-at-home Service, Day or 

Evening.  
Phone anytime 44 3766

****CARPENTER****

Pergolas - Decking - Alterations 
Painting - Tiling - Glazing 

Locks fitted. No job too small. 
Colin Smith 

23 Harkaway Road 
Berwick      707-4152

****CABINET MAKER****

LE BROCQ DESIGNS

Quality Cabinet Making 
Kitchens/Laundries/Bathrooms/Bars etc 
27 Enterprise Ave. Berwick 3806 
Geoff B.H. (03) 796-2155  A.H. (059) 443-343
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EXECUTIVE LANDSCAPES 
-Design & Construction- 

Brick, Stone & Cobblestone Paving 
Rock & Water features 
Sprinkler Systems etc. 

Contact Ken Murphy   44 3870

STONY CREEK LANDSCAPES 
Specialising in all aspects 

of landscaping 
For a free quote contact 

Steve Dixon

B/H 018 372 143      A/H 44 3122

SALISBURY HOUSE 
Private Nursing Home 

Registered for Nursing Home Benefits 
Salisbury Road Upper Beaconsfield 
Proprietors - A & P & D Saisanas & 

J & V Liaskos    44 3443

*****NURSING HOME*****

*****LIGHTING****

LIGHTING LEADERS 
CRAZY DAVES - NARRE WARREN 

Cnr Webb St & Princes Hwy 
Ray & Anna Logan 

‘A’ Grade Electrician 
704 7838 AH 44 3472

****MACHINERY & MECHANICAL****

TREE STUMP REMOVAL 
We are now operating from Upper 

Beaconsfield. We’ll turn that stump 
into garden mulch. Large and small 

jobs. Discount stump removals. 
Jeff Henderson 44 3186

****LANDSCAPING BULLDOZING****

LEAVER LANDSCAPE

Complete Professional  
Landscape Service  
Phone 44 3882 

****INSURANCE****

CLIFF JAMES & ASSOCIATES PTY. LTD. 
Superannuation, Life and Disability, 

Fire and General Insurance.

Cliff James 
44 3685  Mobile 018 324 210

PINE GROVE HOTEL   443524 
Bistro open Lunch & Dinner 7 days a week. 

Self contained Units available. 
Function room for weddings, conferences, meetings etc. 

Bottle Shop, Public Bar & Club Room 
Boast 6 different beers on tap including imp. English beer. 

****HOTEL****

THE WILLOWS NURSERY 
Discount Nursery 

John Baker, Fully Qualified Teacher of Horticulture 
Free Advice on Your Gardening Problems 

Open 7 days a week 9.00am - 5.30pm 
707 4852

****NURSERY****

UPPER BEACONSFIELD TRADES & SERVICES DIRECTORY 
$65 for 6 issues - Ring  Phillip Rocke 44 3220 - closing date 10th of odd month

“Helping People Enjoy Their Land” 
New & Used Tractors & Farm Machinery Brushcutters 

Sales-Service-Spares  Top Quality  Sensible Prices 
Koo Wee Rup  (059)97 1666        AH 44 3903

GRAHAM WOOD
MACHINERY

****GENERAL STORE****

BEACONSFIELD UPPER GENERAL STORE

Open 7 days per week 
Sleepers, Bluestone, Sand, 

Screenings, Honeycomb Rocks, Redgum 
Chips, Pine Logs, Gates, - See 
Laurie for a quantity discount. 

Stockfeed, Fuel, Gas, Hardware, 
Newsagent, Groceries,

Laurie and Sandra Fenton 
(059) 44 3310

HANDYMAN CENTRE 
PLYBOARD DISTRIBUTORS 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
192 PRINCES HIGHWAY, DANDENONG 

Kit kitchens, Cut to size service 
Timber, Hardware, Paints etc. Bh 793 4233 Ah 44 3818

****HANDYMAN****

****GARDENERS****

GREEN & TIDY

Lawn Mowing, Rubbish Removal 
Garden Maintenance 

 
Graeme Mickle 44 3989



GRANT REAL ESTATE (BERWICK) PTY. LTD. 
Fax 707-5082  Ph 707-5555 

 
KAYLENE CROOK 
Sales Consultant 

Mobile 015-511-493   AH (059) 44-3708

****SUPERMARKET****

UPPER BEACONSFIELD LICENCED 
SUPERMARKET St Georges Road - 44 3255

New Trading hours: 
Mon - Fri   8.30 - 6 pm 
Saturday   8.30 - 2 pm 
Sunday     9.00 - 1 pm

****REAL ESTATE****

P J BOWMAN REAL ESTATE BERWICK 
Real Estate Agents - Auctioneers 

Property Manager 
100 High Street, Berwick 

PH. Peter Bowman - B/H 707 1400 
A/H 44 3605

****VIDEO****

BEACONSFIELD UPPER MILK BAR 
Latest Release Videos 

Special prices Monday to Thursday 
Bookings available

44 3423

****TRAVEL****

HILLSIDE TRAVEL - BERWICK 
(To Travel with Peace of Mind) 

Contact 
Alan or Tracey 

Phone (03) 796 2134 
Fax (03) 707 2553

****TOWING****

BEACON TOWING
24 HOUR 

TOWING SERVICE 
(059) 444-111

DJ PRINTING 
Business cards, Letterheads, 
Invitations, Invoice books, 

Leaflets etc. 
(059) 44 3385 

Phone David after 6 pm

****PRINTING****

THE NEW BERWICK POOLS & SPA SHOP 
All pool and Spa chemicals 

• Filters and pump and salt chlorinators 
• On site and inshop service and repairs 
Factory 4 No. 4 Enterprise Ave Berwick 

Damian and Michael    707 4499

****POOLS & SPAS****

SCUBA DIVING
Learn Safely And Easily

Ph. Andrew  (059) 443-372

****SCUBA DIVING****

BEACONSHILLS TV & VIDEO SERVICE 
$10 in home quote 

Video and TV repairs 
Contact Ray 

Phone (059) 44 3483 
Mobile 018 54 7957

****TELEVISION****

EXPERT MICROWAVE REPAIRS 
(Plus VCR, TV & Elec. Appliances) 

Free Quotes. 
All work guaranteed. 
Contact Darrel Poulier 

Phone 44 366

TELEVISION & VIDEO RECORDER SERVICE 
TV Antennas, Audio Equipment 

General Electronic Service 
Graeme McGowan 

 
44 3374

PRESENTATION PLUMBING

Regd. No 17207 Domestic & Industrial 
John de Reus 

28 Young Street   44 3046  
Car phone (018) 547-276

PARIC PLUMBING PTY LTD

For Plumbing & General Maintenance  
Trenching - Ditchwitch. 

Fire Protection - Roof Sprinklers 
Phone Eric Chaplin  44 3312

****PLUMBERS****

PETER CATLEY  Plumbing and Drainage 
Maintenance - Urgent Repairs - Prompt Service 

Hot Water Systems - Gas Fitting - Guttering 
Swimming Pool and Spa Maintenance 
Pools prepared for summer season 
32 years experience - Ph 44-3575

TONY NYHUIS  
PAINTER-DECORATOR- 
GEN. MAINTENANCE 

 
Phone 707-3967  Mobile 018 561 920

****PAINTERS & DECORATORS****


