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Getting to know you
Community Week
Friday 13 to Sunday 22 February, 1998
For the eighth consecutive year the residents of Upper Beaconsfield/
Dewhurst/Guys Hill will be coming together for a celebration of our 
unique sense of community.

The idea of community week was proposed in 1990 by the 
Community Care Group which has sponsored and reminded residents 
each year that it is time for our community get-togethers.

We do have a unique sense of community in a physical sense 
because of our isolation but more so as an intangible drawing together 
which occurred in the aftermath of the 'Ash Wednesday' tragedy of 16 
February, 1983

Community week celebrates our belonging by inviting all residents 
to a BYO gathering held in each street. Larger streets often break up 
into a series of gatherings.

Community week always included the actual anniversary date of 
Ash Wednesday and allows long time residents to talk over the events 
of that night and new residents to get a better understanding of what 
happened.
When you receive your invitation to the function being organized in 
your street don't be shy — go along and meet with your neighbours. 
The benefits to you and the community can be tremendous. 

Des McKenna

The Upper 
Beaconsfield 
Association
The UBA will hold its  

Annual General Meeting at the 
Community Complex on 

Wednesday, February 4, 1998.

All residents should be  
at this meeting. 

Get your nomination forms 
from the Post Office. All 

positions are open for election.

Don't complain about a clique! 
Nominate yourself and/

or a friend. Have a hand in 
guiding the township through 

subdivisions, UB strategy, 
Council watching and other 

local issues.  
Any enquiries please ring  

Jim Jennings,  
Secretary 5944 4023
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Charles Wilson - Australia  
Day Citizen of the Year for  
Cardinia, 1998

Upper Beaconsfield is very 
proud of the man who became 
our first resident doctor. Over 
the years he has become a 
much loved man with diverse 
interests in the community; 
we are delighted to see him 
honoured in this way.

At the award ceremony in 
Pakenham on Australia Day, 
Chairman of the committee for 
the Awards, Keith Ewenson, 
listed some of Charles' work 
and interests:

♦ Member of the 
committee during development 
of the Cardinia Shire 
Environment Strategy 
Document.

♦ Involved in collection of 
oral history and researcher for 
the Cardinia Shire's Heritage 
Study.

♦ For many years 
has served on the editorial 
committee of the Village Bell.

♦ Presented with the U.B. 
Citizen of the year in 1984.

♦ Organizes working 
parties for the Ash Wednesday 
Memorial garden which is 
maintained by the U.B. Citizens 

of the Year awardees.
♦ Strong supporter of the 

U.B. Fire Brigade and was a 
radio operator from 1979-87.

♦ After Ash Wednesday 
gave succour to others when he 
should have been ministered to 
himself.

♦ Supporter of the 
environment through U.B. 
Conservation Group and the 
E.A. Owen Conservation 
Reserve.

♦ Is a committee member 
of the U.B. Association and has 
been secretary.

♦ Assisted for many years 
with the Village Fair and Carols  
by Candlelight.

♦ A strong supporter of 
the community in many ways 
and endeavours to involve 
others in community activities.

Somehow they missed how 
he has worked for many years 
as researcher and collector 
of stories by older residents 
in U.B; deliverer of Meals 
on Wheels and printer of the 
Village , Bell. How could 
anyone know all that Charles 
and Yvonne have done for the 
community and its residents 
since they arrived here.
As a community we are 
incredibly lucky to have 
attracted people of the calibre 
of Charles and Yvonne Wilson. 
I'm sure all our readers would 
like to add their congratulations 
and thanks to an outstanding 
Citizen.

Jeanette Ballinger

Sydney Matthew 
Andrewartha

Long time resident of 
Upper Beaconsfield Matt 
Andrewartha, aged 89 years, 
died at Berwick Hospital on 
December 7th after a short 
illness. He was a cabinet maker 
and master craftsman starting 
in the family business at age 
14. The building facade of S. 
Andrewartha Pty. Ltd., 115 
Church St. Richmond remains 
to this day.

Matt married Daisy May 
Martin in 1934 and they 
started their own furniture 
manufacturing business in 
Ivanhoe. In the mid forties they 
purchased 12 acres of land on 
Emerald Road for 25 pounds 
and set up a weekender, 
eventually building a new 
house with help from locals.

They purchased the Pine 
Grove Hotel in the mid fifties, 
during six o'clock closing days, 
eventually subdividing the 22 
acres of land from Albers Road 
to Lenne Street.

After leaving the Pine 
Grove in 1963 Matt opened 
a new furniture business in 
Camberwell, whilst Daisy 
ran florist and paper shops in 
Dandenong.

They retired in 1968 and 
Matt worked from their garage 
in Upper Beaconsfield using 
his master craftsman's skills to 
make some of the fine furniture 
which adorns many of the 
exclusive homes in Melbourne.

Matt was also a past 
president of the Beaconsfield 
Football Club and life long 
supporter and coterie member 
of the U.B. Cricket Club. An 
interesting and productive 
man who has passed from our 
community.
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Bush fire Blitz
On any day the Country Fire Authority can only 
deal with a relatively small number of fires of 
limited extent and duration. It has some 2000 
firefighting vehicles; should there be many large 
fires burning at the same time, these vehicles and 
their crews - mostly volunteer firefighters - will be 
fully committed. Some residents of rural, and semi-
rural areas may find themselves having to rely on 
their own resources for defence against fire.

In this exceptionally dry summer our area is in 
at least as dangerous a condition as it was before 
the 1983 fires. There is a real threat of the CFA's 
capacity being exceeded, and of some householders 
doing without CFA assistance in a fire.

In Upper Beaconsfield, as elsewhere, 
Community Fireguard has helped prepare 
residents in fire-prone areas and the number of 
local neighbourhood groups approaches 20 here. 
The CFA's Bushfire Blitz project is an outreach 
public education program to help people who 
have not formed Community Fireguard groups 
to prepare themselves for self-
defence against bushfire. It was 
conducted in Upper Beaconsfield 
during December and January.

There is a choice between 
two courses of action. If:-
♦ you are physically and 

emotionally up to the many 
hours of considerable stress of defending 
yourself and your property against what may be 
a big, fierce fire,

♦ you have reduced the fire hazards on your 
property to manageable proportions, and

♦ you have, and can use the necessary equipment,
♦ then defence is a feasible option. BUT, 

without 1,2 or 3, the better choice is EARLY 
evacuation.
Hasty, unplanned, completely unprepared 

evacuations are an all too familiar sight on TV 
news. They are sometimes lethally unsuccessful, 
often lead to serious injury and are always 
excessively, and unnecessarily costly. A thoroughly 
thought-out, well-planned evacuation completed 
before the fire starts is the only way to avoid losing 

all your possessions that are abandoned as you leave 
your house, and risking your life by being trapped 
in front of the fire on traffic-choked, smoke-filled 
roads.

Be aware that an efficient evacuation, in which 
you take with you all the documents, treasures and 
mementoes that you have selected, plus the rest 
of the family and the pets, takes several hours. It 
can not be done in a mad scramble as the smoke 
starts drifting over. If evacuation is your choice, 
you should be away by 10 in the morning. Peak 
traffic has subsided and fires seldom start that 
early. Arrange to spend the day (and perhaps, the 
night) with friends or relatives in the comfort and 
security of their house. This is preferable to roasting 
in some shadeless public carpark, or having your 
possessions stolen while you are indoors. If no fire 
breaks out, you certainly have been put to trouble 
and inconvenience for nothing. It is the price of 
your safety.

There is not space here to outline the tasks 
and techniques of defending yourself and your 

property against fire. The 
Pakenham Gazette of January 
7 included excellent advice on 
fire protection of pets and stock. 
Copies of the CFA bushfire 
survival plan workbook, Living 
in the Bush, were given out at 
Bushfire Blitz street meetings. 
If you do not have one, copies 
are available at the Post Office. 

Regard it as the textbook on your self-defence. 
Read it carefully - you may be examined on it this 
summer.

If you have queries about fire safety and 
defence, ring Rob Mountain on 5944 3631. If 
necessary he will arrange for a brigade member to 
visit you.

By mid-January the brigade attended 25 calls - a 
mixed bag of motor vehicle accidents, grassfires, 
illegal burnoffs (yes, the fire restrictions are in 
force!), assistance to neighbouring brigades, fallen 
power lines and, at this time of the year, something 
of a collector's item - a chimney fire.

George Silberbauer

There is a real threat of 
the CFA's capacity being 
exceeded, and of some 
householders doing 
without CFA assistance 
in a fire.
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Village Fair 
wins award
The Cardinia Shire Australia 
Day Award Committee have 
voted the Upper Beaconsfield 
Village Fair the Cardinia Shire 
Community Event Award 
for the most outstanding 
contribution to the community.

We the committee, would 
like to thank past committees 
for all their work over the years 
which has gradually built the 
fair up to what it is today and 
to all those who sponsor us to 
help fund the entertainment 
and activities which are on 
throughout the day.

This is a prestigious award 
which everyone in Upper 
Beaconsfield can be proud of 
receiving.

Once again, thank you to 
all those involved, we look 
forward to seeing you at this 
years village fair for another 
great day!

Village Fair Committee

SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL - UBA AND VILLAGE BELL
The Treasurer, Upper Beaconsfield Association, PO Box 86, Upper Beaconsfield 3808
I enclose $5 being family subscription to the UBA and the Village Bell.
I understand that this subscription entitles me to vote at the bimonthly meetings of the UBA.

Name of family  ........................................................................................................................

Address......................................................................................................................................

Tel ...................................... Signed ...............................................

Free water 
for Cardinia Shire
Your editors are dabbling their toes into the waters of investigative 
journalism. At our last meeting one editor mentioned new pipes and a 
wire cage alongside the standpipe in Stoney Creek Road.

We drove down there and found a notice from South East Water 
stating that 'use of this hydrant for other than firefighting purposes is 
an offense under Section 288 and 289 of the Water Act.' The wire cage 
was around control valves and metering. We tested and found you 
could still obtain water from the standpipe.

Feeling that S E Water was trying to take away our privileges of 25 
years we rang Graeme Tutt, Corporate Manager-Services for Cardinia 
Shire. They knew nothing about any of the new work at the standpipe 
but would investigate for us.

The next day Stan Young from the Shire rang back to say that 
water carriers would use the wire cage area which would be card 
operated. They took photos of the sign and back at the office couldn't 
work out why it was there. Back they went and found that there is a 
fire plug in the ground for a hydrant in front of the S E Water sign and 
this will provide water for the Fire Brigade. Both these systems will be 
much quicker to fill than the old standpipe which we are still permitted 
to use. All very misleading for anyone driving up to fill their domestic 
containers.

The Shire has assured us that as in the past the standpipes are 
provided by the Water Authority while the cost of the water used is 
borne by the municipality. The standpipes are provided for use by 
residents for domestic or agricultural uses where appropriate. The 
water is provided free of charge and there are no restrictions on use by 
residents/ratepayers.

A storm in a teacup? Well, maybe, however a man from 
Beaconhills was filling up with water for the fire refuge area and S E 
Water came along and tried to charge him for use of the water. The 
Shire had to sort the matter out. So don't be put off or intimidated and 
you can quote Mr. Graeme Tutt that residents in Cardinia Shire have 
access to free water from the standpipes.

Jeanette Ballinger



The Village Bell 5

Reducing animal 
deaths in fire
Experience from major fires in Gippsland in 1978 
and 1983 has shown that economics are not the 
only consideration, a persons stress at seeing their 
animals perish is considerable and only prolongs 
post fire recovery. Property owners need to have a 
plan in place so that their losses can be minimized.

The fact that a fire front has passed, particularly 
to the western flank does not mean that all danger 
is over. In previous major fires, most of the loss 
of life and damage to property and stock has not 
been caused by the main front but by a broad front 
created by a strong wind change to the south-west 
later in the afternoon catching people unprepared.

If you have to go out or to work decide whether 
to take your animals to a safer place before leaving 
home; consider moving animals to a safe place 
the night before a Total Fire Ban day. Remember, 
in case of fire, you may not be allowed back to 
your home to rescue your animals. Shut your pets 
inside the house so they are on hand if you need to 
evacuate. Make sure you have means of restraint or 
confinement ready to use.

If you decide to evacuate make your decision 
early. Remain calm. Handle your pets firmly but 
gently and keep reassuring them. Restrain dogs and 
confine all other animals. Cover pet carry cages 
with a woollen blanket or a wet towel and secure all 
pets in the car.

If fire threatens while you are driving remain in 
the car with your pets. Cover yourself and your pets 
with woollen blankets and keep down low below the 
level of the windows.
Horses
If you have not moved these the night before:
♦ Hose your horse all over and do not scrape off 

afterwards. If the electricity has been cut off and 
your water pipes won't work, then buckets and 
sponges will suffice.

♦ Remove all equipment from your horse. Rugs 
burn, plastic headstalls melt and metal buckles 
may get hot.

♦ Move your horse into an open space, preferably 
as large a paddock as possible, or combination 
of paddocks with the gates open.

A paddock with the least vegetation should be 
chosen and ideally with a dam. A large sand 
menage may suffice, provided there are no trees 
or buildings nearby that will burn readily.

♦ Do not shut your horse in a stable or small yard. 
Past experience indicates that horses will get 
minimally burnt if given maximum space. They 
have been observed time and again to gallop 
through the wall of flame, or around its edge, and 
to stand on the blackened, previously burnt area, 
and remain there until the fire has passed on.

♦ During the fire there is obviously little to be 
done, unless the horse is in a menage or similar 
area. They do seem to gain confidence from 
human proximity and a calming voice. The 
latter is very difficult to provide when smoke is 
everywhere and the sound of fire is deafening. 
Do not put your own life at risk. The horse 
will cope particularly well on its own if it has a 
chance to move in open space.

Poultry and Aviary Birds:
These will be affected by smoke. Make a 'curtain' 
out of hessian to fit the cage. Drop the curtain sides 
and wet down.

After the fire passes:
For most burnt animals apply cold water to any 

burns with a sponge and make sure the animals have 
clean drinking water until the vet comes.

Fires are unpredictable and while their main 
course is determined by temperature, humidity, 
wind direction and fuel, the fire front can be 
altered by barriers such as a fallow paddock, water, 
firebreaks or a green crop and so a decision will 
have to be made whether or not to move stock to a 
safe area if a fire is approaching.

Only over the next day or so will you know if it 
was a wise decision or an over reaction to move the 
animals, but it is far more pleasant to put them back 
into their own paddocks than to have to bury them.

This article used material from the Shire of 
Yarra Ranges, Dr. G. E. Tudge, President, AEVA 
and the Pakenham Gazette.

Jeanette Ballinger
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Notes from Council
Sport & Recreation Grants 1998/99
By now local clubs will have been notified of the 
Sport & Recreation Minor Facilities Grant Scheme 
for 1998/99. These funds will be available for 
projects that:
♦ broaden community access and increase 

opportunities for participation;
♦ improve access to those groups traditionally 

disadvantaged;
♦ address issues around safety and risk 

management;
♦ provide opportunities for informal sport and 

recreation pursuits;
♦ maximise the range of users of a facility.

Council has the opportunity to submit five 
projects to Sport & Recreation Victoria. It is 
expected that the grants will range from $5000 to 
$30000, with the maximum allocation being 50% 
of the total cost of the project. Application forms 
are available from Miriam Gillespie, Council's 
Recreation & Community Services Manager.

I strongly urge all groups in the community to 
give serious consideration to applying for one of 
these grants, but remember that applications must be 
returned to Council by early March for assessment 
before forwarding to Sport & Recreation Victoria by 
April 7. 
Manestar Road Bridge 
The Manestar Road bridge, as those who use it will 
be well aware, is somewhat decrepit. The Shire 
of Yarra Ranges has allocated funds to repair it in 
1998, with additional funding from Cardinia and 
Casey Councils. Some concerns were raised by 
residents in the New Year when it appeared that 
Yarra Ranges was about to start work immediately, 
with the consequent closure of Manestar and 
Boundary Roads at a critical stage of the fire season. 
By agreement work will now not commence before 
early March, and that date will be reviewed in light 
of weather conditions at that time.

When work does commence it will be expected 
that Manestar Road will be closed for about six 
weeks. Adequate notice will be given to ensure 
users will be able to plan their trips appropriately.

Council Meetings for 1998
As advised in the last Village Bell, Council 
Meetings are generally held on the third Monday 
of each Month at 5 pm in Council Chambers of the 
Shire Offices at Pakenham. You are most welcome 
to attend these meetings.

As well Council will be holding some meetings 
at other venues throughout the Shire. The dates I 
gave in the last Village Bell were not correct. The 
correct program is:
Emerald 16 February 1998 (Salvation Army Hall)
Bunyip 18 May 1998
Upper Beaconsfield 17 August 1998
Gembrook 16 November 1998
These meetings will start at 6.30 pm.

Emergency Information
In the event of a major emergency within the region 
an Emergency Operations Centre will be established 
in the Shire Offices at Pakenham.

Information will be disseminated to the media 
from this centre by the "combating" authority, 
which in the case of a bushfire will be the CFA. It is 
expected that emergency telephone numbers will be 
advised for information on the emergency, but from 
experience these are not likely to be of immediate 
value.

In the past radio stations such as 3LO and 3AW 
have performed a valuable service by devoting 
time to emergencies such as Ash Wednesday and 
the Ferntree Gully fires last year. Unfortunately 
these often do not provide sufficiently localised or 
accurate information.

Cardinia Council and the UBA have been 
discussing with Mountain District Radio in 
Belgrave the possibility of using their service as a 
vehicle for providing more detailed and pertinent 
information on an emergency in this area. This 
approach has fortuitously aligned with the station's 
own desire to become more relevant in emergencies 
and with the Shire of Yarra Ranges support of this 
role.

So, if we do have a major bushfire in the next 
few weeks, consider tuning into Mountain District 
Radio 3MDR on 97.1 in the FM band.

(Continued on page 8)
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Red Cross 
Calling

Preparations are underway for 
the annual Red Cross doorknock 
and I would like to thank all 
Upper Beaconsfield residents for 
their wonderful support of this 
appeal over many years.

We like to keep the same 
familiar face knocking on your 
door each year (and many have 
been doing so for more than 
ten years), but each year small 
adjustments have to be made to 
our scheduled lists.

Once again I am looking for 
some more people to join my 
dedicated band of 39 unpaid 
volunteers needed to cover our 
growing area.

Calling can be done any time 
during March.

Barbara Jackson 5944 3554  
UB Area Co-ordinator

Village Arts'n'Things

The latest trader in the village 
shops is Sue Simmons, a well 
known local resident. Sue's 
interesting shop is situated 
between Japonica Jelly and 
the U. B. Supermarket. When 
time is available from her busy 
schedule, Sue enjoys sculpting 
and painting.

The original idea for the shop 
was to provide an outlet for the 
arts and crafts produced at the 
Community Centre. The concept 
has grown to encompass all local 
artists and craftspeople and will 
provide an area where they can 
display and sell their goods.

Sue will accept any high 
quality work on consignment. 
If the piece of work sells from 
the shop, Sue will retain a 
commission to cover costs and 
the bulk of the sale will go to the 
artist. If any work is required by 
the artist for another showing, 
Sue will release the goods and 
accept them back after the show. 
She is providing a friendly, 
relaxed show place for local 
talent.

The goods already available 
in the shop include painted cards 
by Sue Bradley; framed paper 
tole pictures by Kaylee Doyle, 
paper tole instructor at the 
Centre; pottery by Jenny Conn of 

Fassifern potteries; handpainted 
silk scarves by local artist Sheila 
Marshall; woodwork by the 
Rutherfords and Des McKenna; 
photographs by photographic 
artist Nola Hamilton; cute 
terracotta native animal 
paperweights, needlework, 
cross stitch and painted china 
by various talented locals. There 
is work displayed by local art 
students.

There are some very 
interesting books on the shelves 
-conservation group books; 
beautifully illustrated Gould 
League books; local books on 
wildlife and books by our own 
Laura Levens. Sue will soon 
have local tourist information 
available.

The shop is open each 
Saturday and Sunday from 10am 
to 5pm and on Wednesday from 
3pm to 6pm. The telephone 
number at the shop is 5944 4533, 
and Sue Simmons after hours 
number is 5944 3690.

If you are a local producer 
of arts or crafts, and you wish to 
make your goods available for 
sale, Sue's shop provides you 
with a local outlet.

Contact Sue for more 
information. If you are a collector 
of beautiful objects, or you are 
in the market for a present which 
is sure to please, go along to the 
Village Arts'n'Things and see 
what is on offer.

Jo Carter 5944 3311

Diary Dates
Jan 28-Feb 6 Enrolment week 
 Community Centre
Feb 4 Meet your tutor 
 Community Centre 10- 
 12 noon
4 UBA AGM
11 Rec. Reserve election of 
 public members
13-22 Community Week
16 Neighbourhood Watch
18 Cluster housing meeting
28 Horse, wine and cheese
 fundraiser, VEC
Mar
1 Clean up Australia Day
4 Closing date for citizen 
 of the year
Apr
4 Village Fair
7 Babysitting Club AGM
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Upper Beaconsfield 
Strategy
As advised in December's Village Bell, Council 
has appointed consultants GHD Planning to 
undertake the development of a strategy plan for 
Upper Beaconsfield. GHD met with the Steering 
Committee twice before Christmas and will be 
meeting with them again in early February.

A very interesting and stimulating "futures" 
workshop was run by the consultants on the 9 
December 1997 and attended by 50 or so residents. 
A number of key issues became apparent at this 
workshop and these will form the basis of the 
ongoing analysis.

These include:

♦ the need to balance sensitive residential 
development with environmental protection;

♦ establishing principles for the protection and 
sustainable land management of areas of 
ecological importance;

♦ the need to consider a wide range of living 
opportunities for the study area, with the 
strategy reviewing the range of lot size and 

development criteria to facilitate a sustainable 
mixed community and provide for the maturing/
ageing process;

♦ review of existing road traffic safety and 
volumes, particularly pedestrian and cycle 
safety, traffic management, and the connectivity 
of roads;

♦ fire management in the area, particularly for 
house siting and design, vegetation and property 
management, community services and network 
management;

♦ a detailed review of the capacity of and viability 
for expanding existing infrastructure services, in 
particular storm water management, drainage, 
effluent disposal services and transport (private 
and public).

It is expected that the preparation of the strategy 
options will proceed through to mid-February, with 
the exhibition of the draft strategy taking place 
in late February. At that time also there will be a 
Community forum to allow residents full input into 
the shape of the final strategy.

Cr. Graeme Kidd 5944 3400

Council Notes (Continued from page 6)

Winery for Upper Beaconsfield
Mr Sergio Carlei has plans to establish a family 
home and vineyard on the property he has recently 
purchased in Albers Road just behind the Pine 
Grove Hotel. In October last year he applied to 
Council to establish a winery on the land and a 
permit has been issued to allow him to do this. 
This will involve the construction of a 300 square 
metre shed along the western boundary of the 
property.

Mr Carlei proposes to use the shed for 
processing wine as well as for cellar door sales, 
although he expects the majority of wine produced 
to be sold to the trade. Trading hours for cellar 
door sales will be restricted to between 10.00 am 
and 5.00 pm on Saturdays, Sundays and public 
holidays.

Cr. Graeme Kidd 5944 3400

Your input needed!
Further to Graeme Kidd's explanation of the strategy 
plan there is a chance for you to have your say at this 
time also. Constructive ideas on the following topics 
will be welcomed.

♦ Commercial and community needs;
♦ Environment protection and enhancement;
♦ Traffic circulation and management.
♦ Subdivision and housing development; 

Leave your notes at the general store by 10 am, 
February 10, 1998 and a committee member will 
collect them to take to the meeting that evening.
As Graeme said there will be a further opportunity to 
comment when the draft strategy plans are exhibited 
near the end of February. It is hoped that the strategy 
plan will be completed by Easter.

Laura Levens
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Awards at the  
Primary School
At the last assembly for the school year U.B. RSL 
Club President, Frank Conn presented one of the 
very special end of year awards at U.B. Primary 
School.

The Educational Encouragement Award 
sponsored by the RSL is presented to Grade 5 
children, selected for their excellent efforts and 
attitude to all aspects of school life from academic 
to sport and citizenship. This award has been 
sponsored by the U.B. RSL for many years and the 
school greatly appreciates its continued support.

Congratulations to this year's winners Dale 
Wilkinson and Claire Fitzgerald seen here receiving 
their awards from the RSL representatives (L-R) 
Peter Emberson, President Frank Conn and Bill 
White.

Other special presentations at the B.U. Primary 
School Grade 6 graduation night included awards 
sponsored by the Berwick Rotary Club (continuing 
an annual award originated through the U.B. Rotary 
Club), Berwick Lions Club and the school's PFA

and School Council. The school greatly appreciates 
the continued support of these organizations.

The Grade 6 Peer Awards - selected by the 
grade 6 students as great role models across all 
areas of school life (sponsored by the Parents and 
Friends Association). Pictured (L-R) School Council 
President Mrs. Linda Burridge, Kerri Parker, 
Principal Mr. Gordon Atkin and Michael Perrin.

Sports Award for outstanding achievements 
across the sport and physical education curriculum 
(sponsored by the School Council). Pictured (L-R) 
Miss Kelly Evans (P.E. teacher), Laura Chisnall, 
Principal Gordon Atkin and Kate Haussegger.

Mark Carver, Assistant Principal  
(H) 5968 8946 (W) 5944 3591

Local shops sponsor raffle
All the local shop keepers joined together 

three weeks before Christmas to sponsor a raffle. 
Anyone I making a purchase over $ 10 was entitled 
to a raffle ticket. The idea was to encourage 
people to shop locally and the local retailers were 
appreciative of the support from the community.

Father Christmas had a lot of tickets to 
draw from at the Carols on Christmas Eve. The 

following local families won prize vouchers:
♦ 1 st prize of $50 voucher - Ros Harding :
♦ 2nd prize of $20 voucher - The Moritz Family
♦ 3rd prize of $10 voucher - Judy Rodriguez

Local baker Michael is continuing his special 
of $1 per loaf white bread. This has been running 
since| the Christmas promotion, but only lasts 
as long as he gets the special deal from his flour 
supplier, so don't miss out.



The Village Bell 10

Beaconhills Country Golf Club

The 50th Annual General Meeting of the club was 
held during December. President John Barker, 
Captain Alan Phillips and board member Russell 
Smart did not seek re-election and we thank them 
all for the time and commitment they have given 
to Beaconhills over many years. The Barker family 
have had a long association with Beaconhills with 
both John's parents, Gwen and Alan, holding office 
for a number of years. Russell will be greatly 
missed by all the Juniors - many local parents will 
want to thank him for the great Junior program he 
has instituted at Beaconhills.

Congratulations to Leigh Jeffs of Halford Street 
on his election to the office of President and to 
Captain Brian Wills and new board member Margot 
Green.

The juniors have been very active over the 
school holidays. Julian Simeth has done well in 
the Coca Cola junior golf program with wins at 
Cranbourne and Churchill Park qualifying him for 
the final to be played at Peninsula Golf Club at the 
end of the holidays. Junior Pennant will be starting 
shortly and it is great to have three girls (one of 
whom is Christina Beltram) joining the boys in the 
teams.

Beaconhills was the venue for the 
Commonwealth Bank business women's 
competition played during January and won by 
Wendy Arthur. The event was well attended by 
members of other clubs. The Commonwealth Bank 
and Women's Golf will be holding a clinic for 
beginners later in the year. The Community Centre 
has a five week golf clinic starting 10 February from 
9.30 to 10.30 to be held at Beaconhills and run by 
club professional Mark Griffin.

Access entitlements for holders of the Ladies 
Novice Package have been increased to include

weekends and Public holidays after 4pm. Social 
membership - in addition to protecting a member's 
joining fee when playing access is temporarily not 
required, now carries the added benefit of 25% 
off weekday green fees. This is designed to keep 
members in active contact with the club, even if not 
participating in competition.

All at Beaconhills are very sorry to lose our 
Course Superintendent Stuart Laing to Long Reef 
Golf Club in Collaroy (Sydney). Stuart has been 
with Beaconhills for 18 years and his association 
with the club began as a junior member, prior to 
obtaining an apprenticeship under John Grove 
in 1979. After successfully completing his turf 
qualification, Stuart graduated through the ranks to 
Course Superintendent in 1984. His appointment to 
this position at such an early age speaks volumes for 
his ability.

Stuart was involved in the construction of the 
Lakes course in 1983 and also saw at first hand 
the havoc wreaked by the Ash Wednesday fires. 
In recent times Stuart's dogged determination in 
achieving his goals, convinced the Board of the 
need of automatic irrigation on the Hills course. 
Stuart and Feme and family have settled into their 
new environment very well - an environment 
totally different from Upper Beaconsfield. They 
are now living on the Long Reef Golf Course, a 
true links course with water on three sides, and the 
Pacific Ocean at their back door. Congratulations 
to Stuart on his appointment to Long Reef and our 
best wishes for happiness and success to the Laing 
family in their new venture.
Hole-in-one

Congratulations also to Ettie Guilfoyle for her 
hole-in-one (6th on the Hills) early in December. 
This was Ettie's second hole-in-one. Her previous 
one was at Montuna (7th on the old course -now the 
18th).

Barbara Jackson

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA 
DAY
Sunday, March 1.
This year there is no official site supervisor 
or registered sites. We have no great bins no 
disclaimer notice in case someone is injured.

In Upper Beaconsfield do we need all 
this?

Let's all go out on to the street and clean 

up anything we feel needs cleaning and perhaps just 
a little extra.

It might be a good day to go for a walk 
in the bush or park or an area where no-
one lives. We could easily carry a plastic 
bag (recycled of course) and do a little 
cleaning up too.

Let's do it!
Jeanette Ballinger
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Tiger hybrids 
in Upper 
Beaconsfield?
Another Tasmanian Tiger 
sighting has been reported to 
the Village Bell. While this 
animal does not sound like a 
pedigree tiger, it is certainly an 
unusual creature. If you can help 
us identify this animal, please 
contact Ysabelle Hobson.

Wednesday 7th January, 1998
While driving along Split 

Rock Road at 1.30 pm, ..............
(name withheld) spotted a 
large animal crossing a nearby 
paddock. It looked like a cross 
between a dog and a fox, with a 
slightly pointed face and a fluffy 
tail at least 2'-2'6" long. It was 
a strikingly orange colour with 
black stripes and its behaviour 
was characteristic of a dog 
rather than a fox. It paused to 
look as.............. drove past, then 
turned and ran.

Ysabelle Hobson 5944 3273

The Upper Beaconsfield Village Fair has been voted by the  
Australia Day Award Committee  

The Cardinia Shire Community Event Award  
for the most outstanding contribution to the community.

Saturday April 4 
11-5 at the Recreation Reserve

FAMILY FUN DAY
Humphrey B. Bear 

Face painting 
Animal Farm 

Colouring competition 
Talent quest 

Arts and crafts 
Climbing wall 

Performances from the UB Primary School 
Fire brigade display 
and much much more 

Come and join us!

Book your stall now
In addition stall spaces are available to display, demonstrate or 
promote the activities, services, or goods of our many community 
groups and talented residents. The stalls are a good way to raise much 
needed funds for the years activities.

If you are a community group, or a resident who would like to 
have a display or sell some arts and crafts etc. please pick up your stall 
application form from either the post office or the Community Centre.

Stall spaces are available for $10. each. Multiple spaces can be 
taken if required. Power can be connected to your stall for an extra $5.

For further information please call: Denise Smith 5944 4107 or 
Bernadette McGougan 5944 3602

New residents of 
Upper Beac.
Brennan Ave.
Cheryl & David Packer 
Fox Rd. - Sally & Terry Steel 
Lenne Rd.
Spencer, Lynda & Lachlan 
Harrison
Morris Rd. - N & J Clark 
McArthur Rd. 
John & Margaret Bennett
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Horse, wine and cheese extravaganza
Vaulting, which can loosely be described as 
acrobatics on horseback, has been favoured in 
European countries for many years as an enjoyable 
way to develop balance, coordination and other 
skills needed to ride well. It is now an Olympic 
sport in its own right, and is rapidly gaining 
popularity in Australia. The VEC Vaulting Team, 
instructed by Melinda Pepperell, consists of a 
very enthusiastic group of kids from as young as 
five. But funds are desperately needed for new 
equipment.

A fund raising evening is planned for Sat 28 
Feb, 7.30 pm -10 pm, and offers entertainment for 
the whole family, whether or not they can ride!

Attractions include:-
♦ Vaulting demonstration
♦ Freestyle dressage to music display by 

Nancy French, one of Australia's leading 
riders

♦ Humorous display by the VEC's very own 
"Lippizaner stallions"

♦ Pony rides for the kids
♦ Hoopla, Lucky Dip and other competitions - 

on horseback!

Cost: $6 per ticket ($20 per family) BYO wine or 
other drinks; cheese and bikkies supplied. Venue: 
Victorian Equestrian Centre, Beaconsfield-Emerald 
Road, Upper Beaconsfield. Tickets/enquiries: 
Ysabelle Hobson.

Ysabelle Hobson 5944 3273

Ragwort alert
Watch out for this prolific pest on 
your property.

At the very least pick off the 
heads and put them in a plastic bag 
in the rubbish bin.

Then they won't blow on to your 
neighbour's property.

For correct management of the 
whole plant contact:

Meinhard Holtz 5968 1470

Contributors to the Bell  
note....

Please sign your letter or 
article and give your phone 
number.

For reasons explained in 
previous Bells we will not publish 
anything without a name.

U.B. Citizens of the Year  
1998
Have you been thinking about who you could nominate for the 
U.B. Citizen and Young Citizen of the Year?

Someone you know who has contributed in some way to 
our community. Someone who has worked on a committee that 
provides a service to the community, or has shown leadership, 
caring or inspiration to others.

By nominating someone you will be helping to encourage a 
recognition of the importance and value of community service in 
Upper Beaconsfield.

Details of eligibility of both awards can be collected from the 
post office. Completed application forms should be directed to: 
The Chairperson, Citizen and Young Citizen of the Year Awards, 
P.O. Box 85, Upper Beaconsfield 3808.

Applications close 4th March 1998 and winners will be 
announced at the Village Fair on April 4th, 1998.

Anne McCormick 5944 3502
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Christmas Carols 
report
Once again the Upper Beaconsfield Community 
enjoyed Carols by Candlelight on Christmas Eve. 
Bigger and better than ever, we hope.

We weren't able to use Royce Thomson's truck 
this year but fate absolutely beamed on us when we 
asked Eric Dodge who borrowed his neighbour Joe 
Russo's truck, complete with canopy which gave us 
our first ever sound shell. At the last minute we found 
some coloured lights and had a near professional 
looking sound shell. Next year we will have to build 
better steps so the pianist and choir who choose 
straight skirts are able to mount the stage with more 
dignity.

Early morning of the 24th saw Graham Jackson, 
Ron Fisher, Neil McDonald and the 
Ballingers collecting the smaller stages 
from the school, trying to dodge the rain 
and hoping the forecast of a lovely night 
was to be believed. Then we climbed 
ladders and put Barry Medwin's lights up 
around the hall and trees.

At 3 pm we were back. Ron Fisher to 
start the sausage stall rolling. He and his 
helpers kept it rolling until they ran out of 
sausages and had to drive to Fountain Gate 
for more. They only managed to feed about 
two thirds of the Fire Brigade at the end of the Carols, 
so apart from the Fire Brigade it worked out well. 
This stall made $300 towards the Village Fair, added 
to the $400 they made during the Pakenham Carols 
they have done a great job to start off the Village Fair.

To get back to the Carols, at 4 pm Harry our 
sound man arrived with his helper, they tested the 
equipment by crooning to us while we finished 
putting up lights and decorating the truck. The Fire 
Brigade arrived to put up the floodlights and people 
started to arrive. The Fire Brigade were looking after 
Father Christmas and were diverted to a suspected fire 
on their way to the Hall. Luckily the jovial gentleman 
in red didn't complain and was only ten minutes late.

We had never seen such a huge queue of children 
and hoped Father Christmas had a bottomless bag 
of sweets. Luckily the Fire Brigade helped him to 
keep going. By then our MC Greg Ross was well on 
the scene and issuing news bulletins to the masses. 
Father Christmas just had time to draw the raffle run 
by our local stores; for details and names of the lucky 
winners see elsewhere in the Bell.

The choir scaled the boxes on to the truck and the 
Carols began. This was a choir of volunteers who met 
for practice twice with Sue Irving as their pianist and 
once with Greg Ross to hammer out details. Every 
singer said they had a great time and are all set for 
next year too. We couldn't hear ourselves but received 
many congratulations afterwards and were told that it 
made a difference to be able to hear a group leading 
the singing.

Sue Irving was a terrific pianist, even going home 
after our first practice to rewrite some of the music 
into a lower key. So all you non-sopranos out there 
who could actually sing most of the Carols have Sue 
to thank.

Greg Ross gave of his time unstintingly. He 
always has a few new stories about the history of 
Carols; knows how to lighten a moment and handles 
the children so well. We are very grateful to have 

such a professional compere. He not only 
attended the adult choir practice but also 
the children's choir at the School. Fiona 
McKenzie put a lot of work into this choir 
and they were excellent. The school lent 
their keyboard too so you can see that the 
whole evening was a Community effort.

We will have to secure the playground 
equipment better next year. When there are 
masses of children unsupervised accidents 
can happen. We tied the swings back when 
we saw some near misses. Children don't 

seem to realize what damage they can do when they 
swing right over other children or slide into them feet 
first.

Greg was very innovative when he encouraged the 
young ones to sing on the stage. He moved quickly 
when it looked as though one little boy was about 
to swallow the whole mike. Watching too many pop 
shows?

We are looking at rewriting the song book this 
year to intersperse songs for children amongst the 
traditional Carols.

We don't know how many people were there but 
we have over 600 Carol books and ran out before the 
Carols started. From the truck it looked like masses of 
people and we thank you for coming; without you it 
would have been a flop.

It was a great night; if you have any ideas to make 
it better this year please contact the committee:

Jeanette Ballinger 5944 3395
Jo Carter 5944 3311

Neil McDonald 5944 3782
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Your invitation to join 
the community

Invitations have been issued 
to key people in each street 
to act as contact persons for 
community week functions. 
This role is not to be the 
organizer but to ensure that 
one of the residents takes on 

the role of host for the BYO function in their street.
Our experience has been that personal 

invitations are crucial. If you are issuing a printed 
invite make sure you follow up with a personal 
contact either by phone or personally delivering the 
invitation.

The host will need only an outdoor area and 
BBQ access (be aware of fire restrictions). Some 
groups prefer to meet in local parks or in the street 
itself if traffic is not a problem.

Make sure a special effort is made to encourage 
newer residents to attend. If you would like any 
information about who to contact in your street call 
Des.

1997
Last year was our busiest year to date with 

referrals to seek our help averaging more than two 
per week and subsequent visits averaging more than 
one per day.

We will issue full statistics of our work for the 
year in our annual report which we hope to issue to 
all our volunteers.
Donations

We continue to receive donations from residents 
who would like to support our work but are unable 
to be volunteers. Each donation is acknowledged 
with grateful thanks.

The Cardinia Shire has again given us some 
funding for which we are extremely grateful.
Services

Our group offers to all residents irrespective of 
individual circumstances at no cost the following 
services:

♦ Emergency domestic help and child minding
♦ Emergency transport and handy man skills
♦ Friendly visiting and emergency meals.

If you are in trouble give us a call and we will do 
our best to assist.

Des McKenna 5944 3516

Babysitting Club
Welcome to 1998 and all 
new residents! We are a 
group of local Mums who 
mind each other's children, 
based on a point system not 
money.

If you are interested in 
joining or would like more 

information, please contact the co-ordinator Wendy 
Jennings on 5944 4023. 

'Secretary of the Month' for the coming months 
are:
February - Anne McPhie 5944 4282 
March - Wendy Jennings 5944 4023

Annual meeting
On April 7 we will be holding our annual 

meeting and night out together, so why not come 
along and meet some of the other Mums and learn 
how the club functions.

♦ Place: Pine Grove Hotel
♦ Time: 7.30 pm
♦ Please RSVP to Wendy Jennings by April 6

Wendy Jennings
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WANTED - DEAD OR ALIVE
(but preferably alive)

Neighbourhood Watch Newsletter 
Editor
The NHW E-36 newsletter goes to every 
resident in Upper Beaconsfield and is a vital 
link in the NHW chain of communication. 

This is a very important position. 
There will be no further NHW newsletters in this area until a 

new editor can be found. 
You need:-
♦ a little enthusiasm
♦ a little spare time once a month 
Desktop and word processing skills helpful but not essential. 

A good newsletter can be put together by the old cut and paste 
method, using typewriter, glue and scissors.

Contact Lorraine Barnes (Area Coordinator NHW E-36).  
Ph: 5944 3624.

NHW next meeting: Mon 16 Feb 1998, 8pm, Community Complex Salisbury Road.

New classes at the  
Community Centre
The program for the centre has been delivered to all houses in the 
area and we would like to remind people that enrolment week is from 
Wednesday, January 28 to Friday, February 6.

'Meet your tutor' morning
This get together morning is for for tutors, students 
and residents. There will be morning tea in the 
Community room 10 am to 12 noon on Wednesday, 
February 4th.

Personal Career Course.
This is an OTFE funded course. 
Module 1: The Work Environment 
Module 2: Workplace Safety. 
Term 1 commences: Monday, February 9 9.30 am 
OR Thursday, February 12, 6.30 - 9.30 pm.

Anne 5944 3484 Fax 5944 4179

Trainees 
needed
The Pakenham CAB need 
volunteers who are willing to be 
trained. It's a great opportunity 
to be with people doing the same 
program, who would rather 
participate than vegetate. So 
come and be part of a happy team 
who take pleasure in giving a 
helping hand in their community.

Phone the CAB on 5941 
2377 or call at the Bureau in 
the Resource Centre, 68 Main 
St. between 10 am to 3 pm 
Monday to Friday and arrange 
an appointment with the 
Coordinator/Welfare Officer.
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Netballers have 
another great year
Upper Beaconsfield netballers have again had a 
great year with over 70 players participating in 
competitions ranging from the 15 & under to the 9 
& under age groups.

At the end of the winter season the club had 
eight out of their nine teams reaching the final 
series. Of these, two teams won their grand finals 
and three were runners up. What a wonderful effort 
from all the players and their coaches.

While the emphasis in the club is to introduce 
young players to the game of netball and to give 
them a good grounding in the basic skills and rules 
of the game, it has been terrific this year to see a 
number of the older players progressing further with 
their game outside the club.

A total of six girls from U.B. were chosen 
to represent the Cranbourne South West Netball 
Association in their 13 & under regional team. They 
were Emma Born, Laura Chisnall, Lisa Halfpenny, 
Jasmine Maddocks, Sarah Murphy and Michaela 

New. See photo below.
This team trained weekly at the Cranbourne 

Sports For All Centre and played a number 
of tournaments during the year. It was a big 
commitment from the players (and their parents) but  
they all benefited enormously from the experience.

Another four members of the club were 
selected to represent the Association at two local 
tournaments. They were Kacey van Dyk (13 & 
under); Sarah van Dyk, Kelly van Dyk and Nuey 
Kimsawed (all 11 & under). Well done to you all.

At the end of 1997, Sarah Murphy was selected 
to play for the Peninsula State League Netball 
Club's 13 & under team. This is a wonderful 
achievement for a very talented player and the club 
wishes Sarah every success in this competition.

As usual the club could not exist without 
the help of all its hard-working coaches and 
the wonderful support of all the parents, family 
members and friends. Anyone wanting more 
information about the club should contact Karen 
Perrin on 5944 3777.

Sarah Chisnall UBNC

Upper Beaconsfield girls represented 
in the Cranbourne South West 
Netball Association 13 and under 
team-

Front row L-R
Laura Chisnall, 
Jasmine Maddocks, 
Michaela New

Back row
2L Emma Born, 
4L Sarah Murphy, 
5L Lisa Halfpenny

Remember the 
dates

Friday Feb 13 

to Sunday, Feb 22 
1998
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Red Cross Report
Red Cross Calling

Area organizer Mrs. Barbara Jackson is 
again preparing for the Door Knock in Upper 
Beaconsfield in March. In general, those who collect 
for Red Cross Calling this year will be entered in a 
draw to win a trip for two to London, courtesy of 
Emirates. 
Major Raffle
1st prize - choice of a Toyota car or $35,000 
spending spree.
2nd prize - $3,000 spending spree
3rd prize - $2,000 spending spree.
Red Cross has an arrangement with Myer-Grace 
Bros, for the sprees.

Public selling of tickets will take place in 
Berwick on February 12 and 26. An arrangement 
will be made to sell at U.B.

Mrs. Alison Cotton-Stapleton
Long standing members of the local unit were 

saddened to hear of the death of Alison during 
January. When living in Upper Beaconsfield she was 
a very successful collector for Red Cross Calling 
travelling long distances to 'Door Knock'. 
Murray Marathon

1000 paddlers took part. Entries involved 
90 different classes. Red Cross hopes to make 
$150,000 from the event. Once again teams 
competed from Beaconhills Christian College with 
very satisfactory results. 
Meetings

The next meeting of the unit will be held at the 
RSL Hall, Berwick at 10 am on Friday February 13. 
The unit desperately needs new members with new 
ideas.

For further information please contact:
Marie Womersley 9707 1103.

Horse Trails Review
Late last year Cardinia Shire announced that a 
Horse Trails Review would be reopened, and 
that independent consultants Sharon Sykes and 
Associates were investigating the key issues 
affecting riders, clubs and residents. Both the Upper 
Beaconsfield Riding Club (UBRC) and the recently-
formed Cardinia Equestrian Advisory Group 
(CEAG) will be providing input for this review.

For some time now UBRC and CEAG have 
been trying to address the problem of horse trails; 
specifically in Upper Beaconsfield and more 
generally within the Shire of Cardinia. Issues which 
affect horse riders include:-
♦  the effect of subdivision and population growth 

on horse owners, riders and those who earn their 
living from equestrian activities

♦ the disappearance of horse trails and poor 
condition of some of those remaining

♦ dangers of traffic to horse riders
♦ the need for better equestrian facilities
♦ the need to preserve Cardinia Shire as "horse" 

territory
♦ the need for a Code of Practice to educate trail 

riders who "do the wrong thing"
The CEAG has prepared a survey, the aim of 

which is to collect information from horse people 
regarding the above issues. It is hoped that this 
survey will be circulated early this year. If you 
would like to take part in the survey, know anybody 
who should be surveyed, or can provide specific 
information about horse trails (any which may be 
dangerous, in poor condition, etc.), please contact 
Ysabelle Hobson.

Ysabelle Hobson 5944 3273

Woorinyan CWA      We would welcome new members to our monthly

 meetings held on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at the Kwarna Tea Rooms, 
Beaconsfield-Emerald Road, U.B. beginning at 8 pm. 
Committee for 1998:

President Mrs. Joyce Bumpstead Secretary Mrs. Sue Elliott
9796 8634 5944 3298

 Treasurer Mrs. Barbara Walden 5941 1211
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Wildlife Watch
One interesting 
member of the fauna 
population that I 
have been observing 
lately is a large 
garden spider. She has 
constructed a silken 
hammock at the top of 
a dead fireweed where 
she sits all day. When 

the temperature is uncomfortably high she changes 
position to underneath it in the shade. Her cream, 
chocolate and gold colouring is perfect camouflage 
among the dried flower heads.

Just on dusk this chunky bodied spider ambles 
into action and sets about spinning her web across a 
nearby open space, often a pathway. When you walk 
into her web in the evening try to remember that this 
member of the Araneus species is not dangerous to 
humans.

Her first course for breakfast every morning 
is the web which she dismantles after stripping it 
of insects and attaching them near the hammock. 
One morning I noticed her devouring a wrapped 
Christmas beetle which was the same size as her 
body. Moths are a more common meal.

When I went collecting kangaroo grass seed I 
came across the untidy web of a spiny spider slung 
between the stems. There was only one specimen 
in the web but often there are a dozen or so in a 
community. Colourful (this one was black, white, 
yellow and orange) and harmless this small spider 
has a body length of around eight mm. Six small 
spines are arranged in pairs around its abdomen. 
The egg sacs of Gasteracantha species have a 
covering of fluffy silk sometimes of bright colours 
-yellow, cream, tan and green are some of the 
known examples. Their food is many of the small 
insects so annoying to humans.

Laura Levens

U.B. Conservation 
Group Indigenous 
Nursery

Autumn is the best time for 
planting out our local native 
plants. By the time summer 
comes around again these plants 
are established and well able to 
withstand harsh conditions.

Our nursery at 1 Halford 
Street, in the heart of U.B. has a 
range of plants to choose from.

We are open between 12 
and 5 pm. each Friday or by 
appointment. Ring 5944 3690.

Let's keep the bush in Upper 
Beaconsfield.

Sue Simmons

Village Bell Credits

No material from this publication may be reproduced in any 
manner without the permission of the editor :  
Jeanette Ballinger 5944 3395

You may notice that after many years both Penny Truscott and 
Phil Rocke have retired from printing and organizing the ads for 
the Bell. We would like to sincerely thank them for their excellent 
work; all undertaken with the minimum of fuss and fanfare. It 
seems you are not allowed to leave the 'Bell' team without finding 
a replacement and a great job was done in finding Carolyn Floyd. 
Thank you Carolyn any may you be with us as many years as 
Penny and Phil.

Editor Jeanette Ballinger
Format/Layout Helen Smith
Collation Community Care Group
Advertising Carolyn Floyd, Laura Levens
Printing George Moir
Masthead Val Ewenson
Receiving copy Julie & Ray Allsop Post Office
Next Editor Carolyn Floyd
Issue Date March 26-7
Copy deadline March 16
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Letter to the editor

GREEN  
CORPS
"Young 
Australians for 
the 
environment"
As mentioned in an article in 
the last Village Bell (headed 
'Salisbury Gully Revegetation 
Project') A Green Corps team 
has been working within the 
Shire of Cardinia for the past 
26 weeks. Under the direction 
of the Shire's environment 
management officer and a 
Green Corps supervisor, this 
team has undertaken a range 
of environmental projects, 
including works along the 
Cardinia Creek, Toomuc Creek 
and in Salisbury Gully, Upper 
Beaconsfield.

The team members are 
mainly from the local area, but 
some have come from other 
areas of Melbourne as well as 
interstate.

The Green Corps program is 
a Commonwealth government 
initiative fully managed by the 
Australian trust for conservation 
volunteers (ATCV). Many local 
residents are members.

The young people on the 
Green Corps program are 
volunteers and they are keen 
to be part of the protection 
and restoration of Australia's 
environment. The program 
is open to all young persons 
between the ages of 17 and 20 
years. They come from a wide 
variety of backgrounds -

university students looking 
for practical experience, 
students straight from 
secondary school, persons 
previously on government 
allowances and others who 
have chosen this experience 
to improve their changes of 
permanent employment in the 
environmental field.

The government recognises 
the enthusiasm of these people 
and provides a trainee allowance 
whilst on the program. It also 
provides an addition $500 
stipend upon graduation to be 
used for further training.

The ATCV has managed 
over 100 of these 26 week 
projects and significant results 
have been achieved in areas 
such as endangered species, 
landcare, coastcare, heritage and 
national park projects. The Shire 
of Cardinia project was selected 
from over 25 project application 
in Victoria and the achieved 
results are excellent. The young 
persons involved have now 
completed the experience and 
have gone on to further work in 
the environmental area. They 
should be commended for their 
initiative.

ATCV manages a series of 
international exchanges with 
environmental organisations 
around the world. Eight recent 
Green Corps graduates increased 
their experience by taking part 
in a 6 week exchange with the 
Californian Conservation Corps.

For any information on 
Green Corps or other volunteer 
based conservation projects 
throughout Australia and 
overseas, please contact ATCV 
on 9686 5554.

Ian Smith 5944 4231

Cluster 
housing
Apropos of the item in 
December's Village Bell 
regarding a place for middle 
aged/older people to live 
when their current property 
becomes inappropriate; for any 
reason, including just desire for 
change.

One notion is to plan a 
version of cluster housing 
which is not too clustered, 
leaving room around each 
dwelling for a small garden, 
common open space and trees.

Perhaps also a community 
vegetable garden for residents 
of the development.

A meeting to discuss the 
practicalities of the idea from 
all angles has been called for 
8 pm on February 18, 1998. 
It will be held at 290 Leppitt 
Road, Upper Beaconsfield. 
Please bring a plate.

A fishy tale
If you're on mains water 

and you have an aquarium, 
remember that too much chlorine 
in the water will kill your fish. 
This can be a problem all year 
round, but particularly during 
long hot summers like this one 
when chlorine levels in the 
water supply may be higher than 
normal.

Pakenham Veterinary Clinic 
advises the use of a chlorine 
neutraliser and a conditioner in 
your aquarium.

Ysabelle Hobson
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1996 Census  
snapshot  
of Cardinia Shire
The South East Resource Action Center (SERAC) 
has compiled a profile of Cardinia Shire based on 
the release of Australian Bureau of Statistics 1996 
Census data.

* The total population of the Shire when the 
census was taken was 40,596 people, 20,250 of 
whom were males and 20,346 females.

* The statistics on country of origin show 
Cardinia has less cultural diversity with only 10% 
of residents born in non English speaking countries 
compared to Victoria as a whole with 21%.

* The distribution of individual income shows 
that Cardinia residents are most likely to earn 
between $200. & $500. per week (22%) compared 
to 29% in the same category for Melbourne as a 
whole.

* Female incomes continue to lag behind that 
of males with the peak being at the $200 to $300 
category for females while that for males is at the 
$400 to $500 category.

* Housing in Cardinia is predominately 
separate houses (93%), significantly higher than 
that in Melbourne (74%). However more people in 
Cardinia are purchasing their home (37%) compared 
to Melbourne (26%), while slightly fewer own their 
own home (36% compared to 39%).

* Just over a quarter of Cardinia residents 
(26%) were attending some form of educational 
institution compared to 25% for Melbourne as 
a whole. The proportion of children attending 
pre-school (12%) was higher than for Melbourne 
(9%). At the other end of the scale the proportion 
attending University or other tertiary institutions 
was lower in Cardinia (1.8%) compared to that for 
Melbourne (4.5%) due no doubt, in part at least, to 
the trend for students to move closer to where they 
are studying.

* Compared to Melbourne as a whole 
residents of Cardinia are more likely to profess to 
having no religion (25% compared to 19%). Of 
those who did indicate religious affiliation 24% 
were Catholics and 20% were Anglican.

Chris Cowley

Upper Beaconsfield Recreation 
Reserve Committee of 
Management
Election of public members

A public meeting is to be 
held on Wednesday 11 February 
8 pm at the Upper Beaconsfield 
Cricket Club Social Room to elect 
two public members to the above 
committee following resignations 
from Kevin Cameron and Gary 
Boynes. Nominations are invited 
to fill these positions.

John White
Community Liaison  

Officer
Cardinia Shire Council

New team for Recreation Reserve
At the annual general meeting held 12 November 1997 the 

following office bearers were elected:

President Bob Taylor (Community representative) 

Vice president Ann Johnson (Adult Riding Club) 

Secretary Barry Smith (Scouts) tel. 5944 3219 

Treasurer Steve Chisnall (Guides) 

Booking Officer Gordon Atkin (Primary School)

Other delegates on the committee are Michael Cox 
(Beaconsfield Junior Football Club), Cliff James (Cricket Club), 
Greg Price (Pony Club).

Enquiries for hiring these facilities should be directed to 
Gordon Atkin, Principal, Primary School 5944 3591 school hours.

Antique Restoration
From that family heirloom or prized possession to the old chest of drawers in the corner. Please phone 
Jemma for guaranteed results!! BH 5944 3309 or AH 9796 2624
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****ACCOMMODATION****

“FERNHILL” 
Full Country Accommodation - B & B 

Faye & Keith Farthing 
Memb of Innhouse & Host Farms Association 
Lot 118a Salisbury Road, Upper Beaconsfield  

Ph 5944 3116

"YUULONG" B & B 
Salisbury Road Upper Beaconsfield 

For that special weekend away, stay in a restored cottage 
with views to the Bay, set in 2 acres of formal gardens. 

"Experience the Joy of Yuulong" 
Vagn or Lis Gunness 03 5944 3440 or 0418 310 524

****ACCOUNTANTS****
COUSINS & CO. 

Peter D Cousins 
Certified Practising Accountants 

Business Consultants 
67 High Street Berwick 

BH 03 9707 2788

UPPER BEACONSFIELD TRADES & SERVICES DIRECTORY 
$70 for 6 issues - Ring  Carolyn Floyd 03 5944 3618 - closing date 10th of odd month

****BUTCHER****

KELVIN AND SHIRLEY CLARKE 
Specialists in Gourmet Foods 

Bulk Freezer Orders 
Emerald Road, Upper Beaconsfield

Ph. 03 5944 3260

****ANIMALS****
ELLEN & HANS NOWAK 
Obedience Training and Top 

Quality Dog Breeding. 
Private Sessions (Wed pm Sat pm.) 

 
Phone 03 5944 3254

****AUTOMOTIVE****
MOONSHINE MOTORS 
Classic Vehicle Restoration 

Autoservice Centre 
Accident Repair Centre 
R.A.C.V. Service Depot 

03 5944 3264 or 03 5944 4111

****CARPETS   CURTAINS****
JOHN DAWSON 

Specialising in 
CARPETS, CURTAINS, VINYL FLOORS 

Free Shop-at-home Service, Day or 
Evening.  

Phone anytime 03 5944 3766

ENGLISH EUROPEAN CAR SERVICE 
for service and maintenance of  

Jaguar, Mercedes Benz, Volvo & BMW 
free pickup and delivery 

phone Darryl Fenby  B/H 03 9509 9024 
A/H 03 5944 3042

BERWICK AUTO ELECTRICS 
On Site Work—Change over starters & 
Alternators—All Car Airconditioning 

Specialising in Boats, Trucks & 
European Cars. 

Geoff & Paul Beck 03 9707 3617 AH 03 5944 3976

****BUILDING****
UPPER BEACONSFIELD BUILDING SERVICES 

Semi-retired Builder 
Member of Housing Industry Association Reg. No. 16897 

35 years experience 
Able to do all Repairs and Maintenance 

Ring John Asbroek 03 5944 3629

****BOWLING****
BERWICK BOWLING CLUB 

Offers to new bowlers 
Free tryout   -   free coaching 

No waiting lists  -  Young or not so young 
Pennant, Competition, Social, Night Bowls 

Ring Ern 03 9796 1328 or Keryn 03 9796 2834

PHILIP J HELLIAR 
 

Chartered Accountant 
Registered Tax Agent 

 
BH & AH 03 5944 3112

HOLWAY CONSTRUCTIONS PTY LTD 
Small extensions and 

renovations our specialty 
* Pergolas    * Carports  

* Decking      *Free Quotes 
Ring Wayne Simmons 03 5944 3589

****CHEMIST****
CAROL GIBSON PHARMACY 

Emerald Road, Upper Beaconsfield 03 5944 3881 
Hrs: Mon-Fri 9 - 6; Sat 9 - 12  Sunday  9.30 - 12 

Agent for Yardley, Medibank Private, 
Kodak, Fountain Gate Dry Cleaners 
Passport and ID Photos available.

Petruccelli 
Studios

***ART CLASSES***
Art classes in oil 
Painting & Pastels 
for adults 
Sundays & Mondays 
102 Stoney Creek Road 
Enquiries 0359 443 224

****CLEANING****
AMCLEAR PTY LTD 

Septic & grease trap cleaning 
Prompt Efficient Service 

Reasonable rates - all hours 
 

K Gehling  03 5944 3646



22

A GRADE ELECTRICIAN 
ROBERT FIDONE 

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial 
R.E.C. No 1282 

 
03 5944 3990  Mobile 015 307 115

****FENCING****

B.B FENCING 
 

For all domestic fencing requirements 
 

03 5944 3728

****FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT****
J.E.S.S.    -    FIRE 

For Domestic and Industrial 
Fire Extinguishers and Smoke Detectors 

Contact Ian Johnson 
Home 03 5944 3695    Mobile 018 375 270 

Fax 03 5944 4175

WINDOW CLEANING  
 

JOHN PLOWMAN 
 

03 5944 3969

****COMPUTERS****
INTERNET ACCESS 

Cyberspace Corporation (Berwick) 
Premium Internet Access at local call prices Max. $1.50/hr 

All computer hardware, software & Internet needs met 
Ph 9707 4850 Email: Enquiries@outeast.cyberspace.net.au 

Online Application: http://outeast.cyberspace.net.au

****DINING OUT****
BEACONHILLS COUNTRY GOLF CLUB 

Friday Night Bistro now operating 
Children's Menu Available - Non-Members Welcome 

For your special occasion enquire about our Function Room 
We specialise in Weddings, Parties and Fund Raising Events 

03 5944 3309

****ELECTRICIANS****
NEED AN ELECTRICIAN? 

Phone Garry 
Free Quotes 

No job too small 
Mobile 015 327908  or  03 5944 3687 

DARLEKTRICS PTY. LTD.  Rec 6072

****DRAFTING****
DRAFTING AND DESIGN 

Bryan Gerrard - Regd Building Practitioner 
Plans prepared for new homes, 

extensions, garages etc. 
 

03 5944 3329   Mob. 015 825 382

*****CONVEYANCING*****
RIVENDELL CONVEYANCING SERVICES

For all Conveyancing Transactions 
A.H. appointments available

ANN BENTLEY 03 5944 3566

*****CONCRETING*****
V & J CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION 

All types of concrete 
House Slabs, Garage Floors 
Slate Impression, Faux Brick 
and all types of asphalt work 

03 5944 3920  Mob. 018 548 472

BEACONHILLS GARDEN CARE 
* Mowing  * Gardening  *Pruning 

* Rubbish  * Gutters  * Landscaping 
* Window Cleaning 

John & Cathy Bain - Mobile 015 680 350 
03 5944 3666

****GARDENERS****

GREEN & TIDY

Lawn Mowing, Rubbish Removal 
Garden Maintenance 

 
Graeme Mickle 0359 443 989

CARPETS 
WINDOWS 
GENERAL

 
Kevin Smith   5944 3348    Mobile 0418 354 875

****FURNITURE****
THE WOODCUT WORKSHOP 

 
Quality furniture designed 

and made to your requirements 
Graeme Kidd 

03 5944 3400   Fax 03 5944 4416

JAPONICA JELLY CAFE RESTAURANT 
Cnr of St. Georges & Beaconsfield-Emerald Roads 

Upper Beaconsfield 
Fully Licenced 

Open Wed - Sun 11am - 11 pm (Sat from 3pm) 
03 5944 3069

****GENERAL STORE****
BEACONSFIELD UPPER GENERAL STORE 
Thrifty-Link Hardware, Sleepers, Garden Supplies 

Stock Feed, Firewood, Newsagency and more 
Open 7 days per week 
Brenda and Doug Field 

03 5944 3310   Fax 03 5944 4036
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*****NURSING HOME*****

SALISBURY HOUSE 
Private Nursing Home 

Registered for Nursing Home Benefits 
Salisbury Road Upper Beaconsfield 
Proprietors - A & P & D Saisanas & 

J & V Liaskos    03 5944 3443

EXECUTIVE LANDSCAPES 
Design & Construction 

Brick, Stone & Cobblestone Paving 
Rock & Water features 
Sprinkler Systems etc. 

Contact Ken Murphy   03 5944 3870

****MACHINERY & MECHANICAL****
HORSE FLOAT AND TRAILER SERVICE 

 
For the service and maintenance of all horse floats and 

domestic trailers 
For personalised service 

Ring Michael 03 5944 3363

TREE STUMP REMOVAL 
We are now operating from Upper 
Beaconsfield. We’ll turn that stump 
into garden mulch. Large and small 

jobs. Discount stump removals. 
Jeff Henderson 03 5944 3186

POSITIVE PRESSURE MASSAGE 
Qualified Masseurs (A.S.T.M., S.C.M.) 

Sports Remedial and Relaxation (Work Cover Accredited) 
$30 per hour; $20 per half hour 

Week days 7am - 9pm; Weekends - flexible hours 
Phone Sally or John Feehan 03 9707 5427

****MUSIC TUITON****
PIANO AND MUSIC THEORY 

Accredited Suzuki teacher 
Traditional and Suzuki Methods 

All ages 4 onwards 
Free Introductory lesson 

Brigitte Hapke  03 5944 3288

****LANDSCAPING BULLDOZING****

LEAVER LANDSCAPE

Complete Professional  
Landscape Service  
Phone 03 5944 3882

****PAINTERS & DECORATORS****

TONY NYHUIS  
PAINTER-& DECORATOR- 

GEN. MAINTENANCE 
 

03 9702 1675  Mobile 018 561 920

****PLUMBERS****
PETER CATLEY  PLUMBING AND DRAINAGE 

Maintenance - Urgent Repairs - Prompt Service 
Hot Water Systems - Gas Fitting - Guttering 

Swimming Pool and Spa Maintenance 
Pools prepared for summer season 
32 years experience - 03 5944 3575

PARIC PLUMBING PTY LTD

For Plumbing & General Maintenance  
Trenching - Ditchwitch. 

Fire Protection - Roof Sprinklers 
Phone Eric Chaplin  03 5944 3312

PRESENTATION PLUMBING 
Regd. No 17207 Domestic & Industrial 

Septic & Stormwater Repairs & Renewals 
All your plumbing needs 

John de Reus  28 Young Street    
03 5944 3046 Car phone 015 807 711

****POOLS & SPAS****
THE NEW BERWICK POOLS & SPA SHOP 

All pool and Spa chemicals 
• Filters and pump and salt chlorinators 
• On site and inshop service and repairs 
Factory 4 No. 4 Enterprise Ave Berwick 

Damian and Michael    03 9707 4499

****HOTEL****
PINE GROVE HOTEL   03 5944 3524 

Bistro open Lunch & Dinner 7 days a week. 
Self contained Units available. 

Function room for weddings, conferences, meetings etc. 
Bottle Shop, Public Bar & Club Room 

Boast 6 different beers on tap including imp. English beer.

KEVIN SEAMAN 
Qualified Massage Therapist 

Certificate of Tactile Therapies 
in Relaxation Massage 

4 Brennan Ave Upper Beaconsfield 
Phone 03 5944 3379

Real Estate Agent 
PETER DEERING - Sales 
AH 03 5944 3521
TOM GIBSON - Valuer 

 AH 03 5944 4227
95 Main Street Pakenham 
0359 411 111

****PRINTING****
DJ PRINTING 

Business cards, Letterheads, 
Invoice books, Flyers etc. 

Continuous Stationary 
All your printing needs for you and your business 

Ph 0359 443 385   Fax 0359 444 393   Mob 0419 509 481  
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****TELEVISION****
BEACONSHILLS TV & VIDEO SERVICE 

$10 in home quote 
Video and TV repairs 

Contact Ray 
Phone 03 5944 3483 
Mobile 018 547957

****SCULPTOR****

BILL OGILVIE
BRONZE SCULPTOR 

Studio Upper Beaconsfield 
Commissions undertaken 

For appointments 03 5944 4103

****VIDEO****

BEACONSFIELD UPPER MILK BAR 
Latest Release Videos 

Special prices Monday to Thursday 
Bookings available

03 5944 3423

****TOWING****

BEACON TOWING

24 HOUR 
TOWING SERVICE 

03 5944 4111

****WOMENS CLOTHING****
SECOND OPTION  

Preowned designer labels for women 
We only stock top name designer label garments  

including shoes and accessories  
6-8 Gloucester Avenue Berwick  

03 9769 9322

****WATER CARTAGE****
CARDINIA WATER 
WATER CARRIERS 

Prompt and professional service 
South Eastern Water approved tankers 
Quality tanks ensuring quality water 

03 9769 9979

****TRAVEL****
AIR, LAND & SEA 

MARY OKE - EMERALD VILLAGE TRAVEL 
03 5944 3628 

Local door to door 
Australian & International Travel Service 

Lic. 31922

****SUPERMARKET****
UPPER BEACONSFIELD LICENCED SUPERMARKET  

St Georges Road - 03 5944 3255 
New Trading hours: 

Mon - Fri   8.30 - 6.30 pm 
Saturday   8.30 - 6 pm 
Sunday     9.00 - 1 pm

****LINE ADVERTISEMENTS****
Exper. Holiday Care for pets, plants, property 

Ph Allison 03 5942 7316

30 High Street 
Berwick

for all property matters in Upper Beaconsfield 
Contact  Roland Betheras on 03 9707 4222

STOP PRESS

SALE OF SHIRE OFFICES
Considerable alarm has been felt by many local residents that sale of the Shire Offices is even being considered. 
Several reasons have been given for the sale, amongst them monetary considerations (short term thinking) and 
that the present building has excessive space.

With the uncertainty of future governments, it is probable that we will need more space in a few years and 
opportunity to rebuild such an appropriate building for the Shire will cost much more than the original one 
million dollars. It has been suggested that it would be more sensible to retain the present building and rent out 
any unused space.

If you have an opinion please use your elected councillor as your mouthpiece (Cr. Ted Owen and Cr. Graeme 
Kidd), either for or against the proposal. If you don't tell him he will never know what you are thinking and may 
go ahead and vote for something none of us want.

Write: The Mayor, Cr. E. Hume and Councillors, Shire of Cardinia, Pakenham, 3810. If you do this in the 
form of a petition (signed by several people) your letters will have to be read out in council and this will have the 
most impact.


