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Has our Council failed us?
Four years ago Cardinia Shire commissioned at considerable expense 
Gutteridge Haskins and Davey, Consulting Engineers, Environmental 
Scientists and Planners, to produce a Strategy Plan for Upper Beaconsfield. 
Following much community input, the 110-page plan was published in June 
1998.

Throughout the document there is an emphasis on open rural 
landscape. This document should be read by everybody interested in Upper 
Beaconsfield. Included below in italics (bold—my emphasis) are significant 
selected extracts.

From the Exectutive Summary Page i, section a) 
Upper Beaconsfield is a unique "hill top village", that nestles within a 
mixed rural landscape of open fields and native bushland. It is clearly 
distinguished from other settlements within the region by the way it has 
retained native vegetation, protected and valued ecological attributes, 
and it possess a country village atmospheres by way of its careful 
design of all dwellings, a sustainable set of limited commercial services 
and a low landscape impact of all development

An interconnected series of walkways and paths provides opportunities 
to visit the shops, friends or recreation centres. Habitat and wildlife 
corridors continue to provide a vital service to the abundant local fauna 
on both private and public land. People still move to Upper Beaconsfield 
for its idyllic and rural atmosphere and to be away from the suburban 
development only some 15km away. After 21 years of hard work, Upper 
Beaconsfield is now recognised as the way small towns should be 
managed.

Continued on page 4

Fence controversy continues
UBA

Community 
Meeting

December 5, 2001 at 8pm
Community Complex 

Salisbury Road  
All welcome

Carols by Candlelight
December 24
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PLEASE SUPPORT THE BELL BY SUBSCRIBING
The Village Bell and UBA
The Treasurer, Upper Beaconsfield Association, PO Box 86, Upper Beaconsfield 3808

I enclose $5 being the family subscription to the UBA and the Village Bell for 2002.  
I understand that this subscription entitles me to vote at the bi-monthly meetings of the UBA

Name of family .....................................................  Address ....................................................................

Telephone ................................................ Signed .........................................................

Village Bell credits
Editor
Jo Carter
Format/Layout
Helen Smith
Collation
Tennis Club
Advertising
Cheryl Finn
Mailing List
Cheryl Finn
Printing
George Moir/Charles Wilson
Masthead
Val Ewenson
Receiving copy
Julie & Ray Allsop Post Office 
or email to smith@netlink.net.au

February 2002 issue deadline January 15  
Issue Date January 27
No material from this publication may be 
reproduced in any manner without the permission 
of the editor tel. 5944 3311

Subscriptions UBA and Village Bell
Your $5 subscription gives you the most 
informative read every two months. Cheques 
made payable to the UBA or cash can be left at 
the Post Office addressed to the Treasurer, UBA.

Are you moving and wish to continue 
receiving the Village Bell? To avoid time-
consuming record-keeping, it has been decided 
by the Village Bell editors that non-residents 
wanting Village Bells posted out to them should 
also renew their subs every January. If you 
have joined the mailing list later in the year, your 
subscription will still be due in January. To be 
put on the mailing list please contact Cheryl Finn 
5944 4007.

Welcome new residents 
Fraser Avenue  Paul de Groot, Marelle Kurt and 
 family 

Sutherland Road  Bob and Judy Dyson 

Rosebank Lane  Jo and Nick Pastras and family 

Grant Court  Lisa and Daniel Bell and family

Ray Allsop 
Post Office

Dates for your diary
Date Function
5 Dec UBA community meeting C Complex 8pm
7 and 14 Dec Seafood nights ac Beaconhills Golf Club
10 Dec NHW meeting C Complex 8pm
13 Dec Community Centre xmas party
15 Dec Tennis Club xmas party
16 Dec Art studio exhibition
19 Dec Kinder family picnic
24 Dec Citizen of Year presentation
24 Dec Carols by candlelight Keith Ewenson Park
3 Feb 2002 Tennis fun day
4 Feb Kinder AGM
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Carols By 
Candlelight 2001
The Carols committee are be 
delighted to welcome Greg Ross 
again as compère of the Upper 
Beaconsfield Carols by Candlelight on 
Christmas Eve at the Keith Ewenson 
Park on Salisbury Road. We will also 
enjoy the talents of Ryan Mackay as 
pianist for the Carols. Last year, Ryan 
was joined by his friend, on guitar and 
this made our evening even better. We 

hope that we can enjoy their services again. Fiona McKenzie and the 
UB Primary School Choir will be an important part of the evening.

All we need now to make the evening its usual wonderful family 
occasion is reasonable weather and some support from the singers 
of Upper Beaconsfield.

We know that you will all sing in fine voice on Christmas Eve, 
you always do, but we would like to have a practice before the night, 
just to make sure we get the tempo right! So, please join us at the 
Community Complex on Wednesday 19 December at 8pm for a 
practice session. You are all most welcome, from young right up to 
not so young. If you want any more information about the Carols 
or practices, you can call me on 5944 3311 (Jo Carter) or Neil 
McDonald on 5944 3782.

The UBA will have refreshments for sale outside the old tennis 
clubroom. The refreshments are delicious, sausages, hot doughnuts, 
tea, coffee, soft drinks and chips. Ron Fisher and his merry band will 
be there from about 7pm.

A very important part of the festivities is the arrival of Santa 
Claus. We expect that he will make his grand entrance on the CFA 
truck at the Keith Ewenson Park at 8.30pm. All of the children love 
the opportunity to talk to Santa. The primary school mothers' group 
makes sure that each child receives a bag of goodies from Santa, 
and carol singing will start when we've all farewelled Santa and his 
helpers on the fire truck.

Santa Claus will be stopping at Grant Court at 7.45pm, Burton 
Road at 8.pm, Paul Grove at 8.15pm before the Big One at Carols.

Jo Carter

Citizens of the  
Year 2001
Carols by Candlelight is now the 
major public function in Upper 
Beaconsfield. A big highlight of 
this year's proceedings will be the 
announcement and presentation of 
the Upper Beaconsfield Citizens of the 
Year for 2001.

There are two categories— 
Citizen of the Year and Junior Citizen 
of the Year—sponsored by the Upper 
Beaconsfield Association. These 
are awarded to people who have 
contributed significantly to the local 
community.

So come along and enjoy this 
great community evening.

Former resident  
awarded Victoria Prize
20 November. Today the State 
Premier awarded the Victoria Prize to 
Dr. Roger Francey, a former resident 
of Upper Beaconsfield, founder of The 
Village Bell and the instigator of many 
other good things in our community.

Roger's work has been in 
greenhouse gases—how they are 
produced and absorbed and the 
factors that influence these processes, 
and the effects of the gases on one 
another and on the world's climate. 
In a later ABC interview he stressed 
the need for coordinated world-wide 
monitoring of these aspects of our 
atmosphere, to which end he has 
initiated the establishment a chain 
of integrative centres on each of the 
inhabited continents.

Congratulations, Roger. A great 
honour that you thoroughly deserve.

George Silberbauer
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Fence controversy continues (Continued from page 1)
Amongst the Key Strategy Principles it states 
that: 
The strategy plan should ensure that all land 
management, use and development of land 
results in a net environmental improvement for 
the immediate area and wider catchment

Page 9:
Strong support was noted for retention of the 
"lifestyle" presently offered by the settlement 
and the wider environment The "lifestyle" was 
largely typified by the concern to protect rural 
landscape values, environmental features and for 
all development to be within the capacity of the 
environment Strong opinion was held that Upper 
Beaconsfield should not be another suburban 
development and that the rural lifestyles 
should predominate any future development/ 
management scenario for Upper Beaconsfield.

Under a heading - Strategy Plan Component no 4, on 
page 34, we have this comment:

It is the internal landscapes that give Upper 
Beaconsfield its rural and attractive character. 
Therefore it is important to identify - and then 
protect these values.
If any new development were to proceed 
in a highly visible area, it could significantly 
impact upon the character of the township and 
surrounds.

Examples of significant landscapes include: St 
Georges Road ridgeline, Cardinia Creek Valley, 
Cardinia Dam and Toomuc Valley.

Page 47—Under the heading, Environment Residential 
Principle: design and development. The preamble 
emphasises open rural landscape typology. Some 
actions include:

No. 3—Maximise protection of existing tree cover 
and understorey/ground cover and ensure new 
landscaping complements the indigenous 
ecotypes etc."
No. 5—Retain landscape views throughout the 
site by avoiding high fences and other visual 
barriers"

Page 50 . Actions relating to environmental 
management:

Maintain Upper Beaconsfield as principally a 
residential settlement that promotes a unique 
living environment Ensure that all development 
furthers the rural hills village image of the 
settlement Responsibility: Council and designers. 
Prepare and adopt siting, design and landscape 
guidelines for all new residential developments. 
This could include an information kit for new 

residents, designers and developers.

The responsibility for the implementation of this 
plan lay with council. The performance target was set 
at 1998.

Unfortunately Cardinia Shire Council staff are 
not obligated to follow the Strategy Plan, but it would 
seem the money that council spent on commissioning 
the Strategy Plan is wasted if both the community and 
council staff fail to ensure its recommendations are 
implemented.

Yes, at present it may be legal to have two-metre 
high paling fences in front of every house in Upper 
Beaconsfield. But is this what we want for Upper 
Beaconsfield? With a little community work this could 
be changed.

Charles Wilson

RSL's 50th anniversary
On 14th October 2001, the Upper Beaconsfield sub 
branch celebrated the 50th anniversary of it formation 
at a lunch at the club rooms in Halford Street. Eighty 
guests, former and present members attended and 
the group was entertained by lain Addel, a talented 
piper from Beaconsfield. An honoured guest was Mrs 
Nancy Guest, the widow of the first president of the sub 
branch, Mr Tom Guest.

The Dandenong RSL generously donated the 
cost of the lunch. Secretary Geoff Davidson handed 
out drafts of the sub branch history, and has requested 
that anyone one with more information on the history 
contact him on 5944 3841 or me, Jo Carter, on 5944 
3311.

At the celebration, club president Eric Chaplin 
was honoured by being made a life member of the 
sub branch. He and his wife Pam celebrated their 40th 
wedding anniversary at the lunch. Members Dot and 
Bill White celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary a 
few days later.

On Armistice Day, Sunday 11th November, 
we met at the Cenotaph for the Remembrance 
Day service. Eric welcomed members and friends, 
and offered a special word of welcome to Bishop 
John Wilson and his wife who had earlier led the St 
John's service, and the members of the St John's 
congregation. Bishop Wilson led the group in the Lords 
Prayer. After the short remembrance service, the local 
vicar, Mike Flynn said some moving and relevant words 
about the young men and women who are presently 
serving our country in this time of war.

We enjoyed morning tea at the clubrooms after 
the service, and were grateful to get in out of the 
pouring rain.

Jo Carter
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Council 
comment 
For public comment
The Shire has released a number of policies for public 
comment:
• Cardinia Shire Recreation Plan. 
• Cardinia's Health Plan.
• Municipal Tennis Strategy and Regional Tennis 

Facility Feasibility Study. 
• Emerald Library Community Complex and master 

Plan of the Worrell Reserve. 
• The Cockatoo Township Strategy 
All documents were released on the same day and are 
available on the council website at www.cardinia@vic.
gov.au

50km speed zones
You will have noticed that the Government policy 
of 50km has been applied to a number of important 
residential streets, so be observant. If it is perceived 
that the limits are not being observed it may be 
necessary to have the situation monitored by the 
police, but at the moment lets adjust to the new 
conditions. I have had a request to reduce the speed 
at Emerald road Guys Hill to 50km.

The recommendation will be passed on to 
VicRoads. It will be interesting to see how they 
respond. We know they do not like to impede arterial 
road traffic but surely the residential section of Guys 
Hill should be protected.

Salisbury Valley development
The proposal for a 28-lot subdivision has now been 
referred to VCAT. It is unlikely that the matter will be 
heard before Feb. 2002. The reason for this approach 
was alleged failure for the Council to determine the 
matter. The background is that Melbourne Water 
has had the application for some twelve months, 
when eventually they did respond to the Council 
our hydrologist had questions of the developer on 
top of the request for provision of through access. 
Unfortunately the developer has not as yet answered 
the questions put to them.; in spite of this they have 
taken the application to VCAT. This development is 
the most significant to the area and it is important for 
the future of Beaconsfield Upper. It is important that it 
is wisely planned. With cooperation the estate would 
have existed today.

Beaconsfield
Interim work has been undertaken in Wood Street in 
an attempt to improve safety and reduce the speed

(Continued on page 12)

UBA report
Dangerous roads
it seems to have been a quiet couple of months. 
Included in the activities have been contact with 
Cardinia Shire regarding dangerous conditions at the 
corner of Carpenter Road and Salisbury Road. They 
have promised new line painting, ‘cat’s eyes’, chevron 
signs and to investigate lowering the speed limit.

Tourism
There have been several discussions with Puffing Billy 
Country Tourism Inc about their plans for a City-to-Bay 
tourist route from Melbourne, through the Dandenongs 
to the Peninsula. There is a web site already attracting 
enquiries from overseas. A map is planned which will 
also show attractions on alternative routes, Upper 
Beaconsfield should be included.

Subdivision
The UBA committee has received notice that 
the developers of the proposed Salisbury Road 
subdivision have decided to take the matter to VCAT 
as they have not received a permit. One reason for this 
is that they are resisting the need for a through road as 
suggested in the Upper Beaconsfield Strategy Plan. A 
submission will be made by the UBA.

Upper Beac Carols
Neil McDonald has Christmas Carols planning under 
control. As usual the venue is Keith Ewenson Park on 
Christmas Eve.

VicRoads
VicRoads has been involved in closing the illegal 
driveway onto Emerald Road. They also provided 
a Black Spot nomination form for the section of 
Emerald Road through Upper Beaconsfield. An 
acknowledgement of the nomination has been 
received from the Minister for Transport.

Cardinia carols
An invitation has arrived from Cardinia Shire’s 
Community Liaison Officer, to anyone who might 
like to participate in a Shire choir during Carols by 
Candlelight. The event will be held on December 15 at 
Lilypond House in Pakenham. Contact person is Mrs 
Kim Thomsen, 59427387.

Laura Levens
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Buy Direct & Get it Fresh

Fresh local apple juice
Freshly crushed on the orchard
Peaches, nectarines and apples

Bellevue Orchard supports Carols By Candlelight

Bellevue Orchard
J & R Russo 
544 Brown Rd 
Officer 
5943 2390

Celebration was a brilliant success
The celebration of the brigade's 75th anniversary on 
Sunday, 28th. October, was a brilliant success. All praise 
and great thanks to the many who worked so hard, 
long and inventively to make it so. Among the 200-odd 
present, there were too many of our old friends and 
even older members to mention, but the pleasure of their 
company was huge. Thanks for coming !

First Lieut. Alan Dale was the prime mover, 
scriptwriter and impresario. He has been firmly instructed 
to live a long life so that he can be around to arrange the 
centenary celebrations-and beyond, if he doesn't mind. 
It is unimaginable that we will ever get anybody else to 
do this sort of thing quite as well as he does. (He's not all 
that bad as I st. Lieut., either.) His stern Station Officer's 
eye missed no speck of dirt or unpolished surface when 
it came to sprucing up the station and appliances. Even 
the officers and firefighters were presentable. He inspired 
the members to do something more memorable than 
a snag and tinny and to, themselves, come up with 
many excellent contributions. He devised the theme that 
Andrew Rowe (a former member) so ably executed in 
the commemorative painting. He even dragooned Capt. 
Graeme MacGowan into making a speech (which, to 
nobody's surprise but his own, was also excellent).

The highlight of the day was the reading of the 
Royal Warrant and presentation of Queen's Awards (now 
National Medals) to Lieut.(ex-Capt.) Eric Bumpstead 
(kept secret from all but a very few), Communications 
Officer Nancy Boura and Firefighter (ex-Lieut.) Stan 
Hamilton. A signal honour for each, and never more 
richly deserved. The loud cheers, shouts and applause 
demonstrated everybody's joy at this recognition of what 
these three have done for Upper Beaconsfield and its fire 
brigade.

Life Memberships of the Auxiliary were conferred 
on Sandie Bliss, Pat Edwards and Joan Green in grateful 
recognition of their years of dedicated effort in raising 
funds and providing tired, hungry and thirsty firefighters 
with those wonderfully welcome refreshments on the 
many occasions when, night or day, they were so badly 
needed on the fireground. In like vein, 25-year service 
badges were awarded to Life Members Nancy Boura, 
Beryl Hamilton and Dot Pockett.

Long Service awards were made to David Norbury 
(35 years), Owen Magee and George Silberbauer (25 
years), Wendy Thomson, Judy Irwin, Ray Allsop and Rob 
Mountain (20 years) and Mike Schimizzi (12 years).

Dr Charles Wilson, after a moving and elegant 
appreciation of the brigade's contribution to Upper 
Beaconsfield, and the way in which the community has 
supported the brigade, presented to Capt. MacGowan 
the keys of the new quick-fill tanker, bought with funds 
donated by you, the residents. Our thanks to you !

Eric spoke on the history of the brigade. Area 
manager Ian Symons gave a highly entertaining 
and almost-actionable account of his many years of 
association with us. We owe him a lot. CFA Chairman, 
Len Foster, also referred with friendly wit to his 
experience of dealing with us, and went on warmly 
to commend both the people of Upper Beaconsfield 
and their brigade for their very happy and successful 
relationship over the past three-quarters of a century.

The Fire Service Museum kindly brought along 
several historical items, including an Austin tanker that 
aroused nostalgia in some members. Capt. MacGowan 
had to speak in a forthright manner to that small group 
of geriatric firefighters who were trying to swap it for 
our present CFA-provided Hino. The museum people 
must have drooled over the large collection of brigade 
memorabilia on display, most from Stan Hamilton's 
collection.

Crowning all these splendours were the much-
more-than-ample refreshments provided by brigade and 
auxiliary members.

Although the Truck Committee strove mightily 
to have it completed and delivered in time for the 
celebrations, it wasn't possible to also show off our new 
Toyota Quick Attack. But, thanks to the committee's good 
work, we now have it—just in time for whatever summer 
brings us. It is a light 4x4 unit that replaces the last of the 
post-Ash Wednesday support appliances. This, too, was 
bought with your donations. So, for this also, we thank 
you most sincerely. You really have been marvellous, you 
know.

George Silberbauer
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Awards

Royal Warrant and  
presentation of Queen's  
Awards (now National 
Medals) to Lieut.(ex-Capt.) 
Eric Bumpstead right, 
Communications Officer  
Nancy Boura centre and 
Firefighter (ex-Lieut.) Stan 
Hamilton left.

Life Memberships of the Auxiliary 
were conferred on Joan Green 
Sandie Bliss and Pat Edwards, 
left to right.

Fundraisers extraordinaire—the 
Fire Brigade Auxiliary, below.
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Farewell to the McKennas
It is with much sadness that we say farewell to 
Des, Carmel and their family who have been great 
contributors to our community since their arrival here 
32 years ago. When Des and Carmel arrived they 
had eight children, now there are eleven children and 
twenty-two grand children. The family has not only 
expanded, but spread north, one of the reasons for 
their move to Malmsbury.

When they arrived, Des, a graduate in Food 
Technology from RMIT, was the manager of Nestles 
Australia Pakenham factory—a position he held from 
1965 until he retired in 1985.

In 1973 Des joined our Hall Committee. As 
chairman of the committee in post-fire year 1984, 
which was also the year of the Hall centenary, he 
became coordinator of the building of the tower, 
designed by Paul Reid to house the 1884 fire bell.

This project was funded jointly by the Rotary Club 
of Berwick, and people from Beaconsfield England, 
and Beaconsfield Tasmania. Have you read the 
inscription on the brass plaque?

In 1977, he was joint organiser of the successful 
petition that resulted in reticulated water to much 
of Upper Beaconsfield. Following the 1983 Ash 
Wednesday fires, he was appointed a member of the 
community advisory body.

A member of the Recreation Reserve Committee 
from 1986 to 1989, he was once again chairman. In 
1986 he was awarded Citizen of the Year. For several 
years he was sole organiser of the local Freedom from 
Hunger Campaign—a very successful venture.

In 1988 he became founding chairman of the 
newly formed Upper Beaconsfield Care Group, 
continuing in this role until the family moved to 
Malmsbury on 10th November 2001.

His personal charm, his friendly disposition, his 
worldly wisdom, his organising skills, his sincerely and 
strongly held Christian beliefs have contributed greatly 
to the sound foundation of this active and effective 
Care Group.

Having a large family, Des and Carmel became 
vitally interested in education, particularly Catholic 
Education. Des was the first parent representative on 
the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria, and 
played a great part in the establishment and building of 
St. Francis Xavier College in Beaconsfield.

When Des retired from Nestles in 1986, he 
bought tools and became a wood sculptor, a very good 
wood sculptor. His work is on sale in many well-known 
galleries. His biggest task was to a Commission by 
a Melbourne businessman to transform two tons of 
redgum wood into a whale, which is now on display at 
the Melbourne Museum.

These activities would not have been possible 
without help and support from his lovely wife Carmel, 
whom Des met when she was aged 17. They have 
enjoyed a loving, happy, and fruitful partnership.

Whenever one says goodbye to Des, even on the 
telephone, his final statement is a benediction—"God 
Bless".

We thank Des, Carmel and the family for their 
great contributions to Upper Beaconsfield, and their 
presence in our Community—they will be sadly 
missed.

We wish them well, and from all of us—"God 
Bless".

Charles Wilson
NB Des will appear on "Peoplescape" on Nov 25th

Happy birthday Win 
Roynon
Winifred Roynon was born in Kent, 
England, on 8th November 1911. 

She remembers watching a Zeppelin air balloon flying 
over the Thames in 1916.

Win has just achieved nonagenarian status, 
joining a select and illustrious group in our community.

The Roynons, Win and her late husband, Frank 
moved to the village in the early 1960s and "did up" a 
few cottages before settling in her present home.

The birthday party for Win started on 
Wednesday 7th November with a large cake, lots of 
flowers and many congratulations from her fellow 
members at the Berwick Bridge Club, of which Win 
is a Founding Member, Life Member and oldest 
member. On the actual day, Thursday, Win enjoyed 
lunch and more bridge with a group of close friends, 
and the young players (the 80 year olds) beat the 
oldies (the 90 year olds) by a few points. Friday we 
held an At Home at Win's home and over 50 friends 
and neighbours joined her for afternoon tea and 
chat. The house was filled with laughter, friendship 
and flowers. Win spent the weekend with interstate 
visitors, dining in style in the beautiful teashops and 
beauty spots in the hills.

Win is an example to all of us. She keeps her 
mind active with current affairs and bridge, and is 
always willing to listen to and help anyone in need. 
She works hard in her garden and shares her flowers 
and produce with others. Congratulations Win.

Jo Carter
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UPPER BEACONSFIELD COMMUNITY HALL

• Fundraisers
• Engagements
• Anniversaries
• Club functions
• Crockery hire
• Chair hire

Bookings and enquiries  
Helen Smith 5944 3219

Time for bushfire  
self-defence
The community bushfire self-defence education evening on 
13 November, arranged by our CFA area Community Safety 
team, was well attended.

Their message is clear. Even with our two nice, new 
appliances, the brigade cannot promise to attend your 
house if there is a large bushfire going. We could already be 
fully committed elsewhere. It is up to you, as a household, 
to decide whether you are going to stay and fight the fire, 
perhaps without anybody's help at all, or get away.

If you plan to leave, it is terribly dangerous to leave it 
to the last minute, when the flames are in sight at the end of 
the street, or in the neighbour's yard. That's what the CFA 
calls a fatal decision. Give yourself the time-margin to make 
it a calm, orderly evacuation in which you have realistically 
and carefully worked out every step of what you are going to 
do. If you're emotionally and physically up to it and have the 
right equipment (which can be surprisingly little, and cheap) 
you may wish to consider staying and fighting the fire. Both 
decisions need thinking about, and proper preparation. 
Bushfires are even worse than the Tax Commissioner—you 
can't reason with them, and don't expect them to play fair. 
If you haven't experienced bushfire, and/or are new to the 
district, you may feel in need of a bit of guidance. CFA has 
very good information kits to help you in your decision and 
preparations and the brigade will be happy to help you, too. 
But only you, as a household, can make the decision.

Dry summer forecast
We have had the first decent spring rains in five years. 
However, the Weather Bureau does not expect this 
pleasantness to last. Their latest (14 Nov.) outlook is that 
our area has only a 40% chance of getting normal rains in 
the next three months, and a 65% chance of experiencing 
higher than normal maximum temperatures, with a 55% 
chance of higher minimum temps.

OK—if they're right, that's another dry summer, the 
6th in a row. The factor that has kept the number of bad, 
big fires down for the last years has been the relative 
infrequency of days of hot northerlies—i.e. less wind. What 
makes this summer look more ominous is the Bureau's 
expectation of higher temperatures. Usually, they come from 
a greater number of days of hot northerlies—that's MORE 
WIND.

Unless the Community Centre is going to run summer 
classes in Rain Dancing, and we all go to them, it looks as 
if every one of us needs to make other preparations for a 
dangerous summer fire season. Think about them, AND 
THEN MAKE THEM—START NOW.

George Silberbauer

Local rainfall report
Readings taken at "Barkala" Emerald Rd, 
Upper Beaconsfield. Rainfall shown in 
millimetres

After the very heavy rainfall at the end of 
April, the autumn period finished with average 
period rainfall with a very dry May.

The winter period , June to August, was 
50mm below average.

Spring began with below average rain but 
October made up for this by raining 25 days 
of the month for a total of 139.8mm (average 
99.0mm).

All the local dams should be full and we 
hope for normal average rainfall through the 
summer.

George Moir

Month 33 year 
average

2000 2001

Jan 67.8 84.2 30.7
Feb 54.4 44.1 22.7
Mar 68.3 28.2 65.0
Apr 75.7 72.7 161.7
May 94.7 155.2 23.2
Jun 82.3 56.9 65.6
Jul 80.3 49.9 51.5
Aug 88.4 58.2 85.9
Sep 95.6 141.4 55.6
Oct 99.0 122.4 139.8
Nov 83.2 30.2
Dec 81.2 70.7
Total 970.9 914.1 701.7
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Wildlife Watch
with Laura Levens
On one of my rambles down our hill in February I 
came across a eucalypt with grass projecting from 
holes and crevices in the trunk. Poking around to find 
out what on earth could have done this I found nothing 
except more grass in a tunnel. Next move was to use 
my trusty camera to record this unusual sight and 
send a photograph to the Invertebrates section of the 
museum. This group replied that they knew nothing 
about the phenomenon.

During firewood stockpiling early in winter a 
split piece of black wattle revealed another piece of 
the puzzle. A grub tunnel had been progressively 
filled, firstly with decimated grass, then what could 
have been a pupal case or a body, a longer section 
of decimated grass and finally a section of loosely 
twisted long pieces of grass. The projecting grass had 
weathered off. For me the question is ‘Why does the 
wasp leave projecting grass after the tunnels are full? 

Why not trim it off? Perhaps she is too tired by then!’
The Entomological Society seemed a good bet 

as an information source so I posted off the piece of 
black wattle with high hopes. Several months later 
back came two pages of fascinating information. The 
hard worker is one of Australia’s 14,000 wasp species 
which cuts grass, one leaf at a time, flies with it to an 
existing tunnel, possibly built by a wood moth in this 
case. The wasp then installs a dead grasshopper or 
cricket and lays one egg. Finally the tunnel is plugged 
with more grass.

The only person to have made a detailed study 
of any of the world wide family of grass-carrying 
wasps was a Jesuit priest working in China in 1933. 
My informant thought it a good idea to set up ‘trap 
nests’ of bamboo or drilled sections of timber nearby 
to the source of our firewood. Should a wasp approve 
the idea fly wire could be set around the trap to catch 
a wasp when it hatches for identification. We’ve 
bought a piece of bamboo as a start! The other 
alternative is to follow a wasp dragging a grasshopper 
across the ground and up a tree. Picture it!

The headquarters of Victorian Red Cross have now 
been relocated to Villiers Street, North Melbourne, 
in the vicinity of the Royal Melbourne and Children's 
hospitals. Upper Beaconsfield resident John Patterson 
has been instrumental in re-installing the RECOM 
communication equipment at the new premises.

The city blood bank will remain at the South 
Melbourne location. Mobile blood banks visit Berwick, 
Pakenham and Narre Warren North regularly. With the 
Christmas holiday period fast approaching, it is timely 
to remind people of the increased demand for blood at 
this time.

The Unit wishes to thank Claire Page and Jack 
Gibson of Berwick, for their donation of a pair of 
bed-side table lamps to raffle for Red Cross. Jack, 
a member of the Berwick Woodworkers Club turned 
the wooden bases and Claire made the shades. 
Thanks also to Unit member Isabelle Cooper who 
donated a hand-painted dish as an extra prize. Good 
luck and thanks to Upper Beaconsfield residents who 
have supported this raffle - the draw will be on 14 
December.

By the time this report goes to print, the Unit 
will have had a fund raising basket luncheon with the 
guest speaker being Mrs Irene Prater a Palliative Care, 
volunteer. Mrs Prater is one of a team of volunteers 
working with South East Palliative Care which aims 
to provide a holistic approach and specialist care to 
people with terminal illness and who wish to remain at 
home. SEPC provides home based palliative care, 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. The service is free of 
charge and provides a special kind of care to people in 
the City of Greater Dandenong, City of Casey, Cardinia 
Shire and part of the City of Kingston.

The volunteers provide emotional support, 
companionship, respite transportation, and other 
practical tasks. The volunteers are highly regarded 
as part of the inter-disciplinary team at SEPC 
which consists of medical, nursing, pastoral care, 
bereavement counsellors as well as the volunteers.

For further information about SEPC, or if you 
wish to become a volunteer, contact Teresa Zammitt, 
volunteer co-ordinator on 9794 8080. Email address is 
volsepc@sepallcare.org.au

Barbara Jackson 5944 3554 
Berwick/Upper Beaconsfield Red Cross Unit
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News from the court
Peter Meeking awarded 
Life Membership
Peter was awarded with life 
membership to the Upper 
Beaconsfield tennis club at 
the AGM in a unanimous 
vote. Peter has been 
involved with the club since 

1976 when it was located at the community centre. 
Peter was a driving force in the relocation of the Club 
as he assisted in obtaining the government grants 
for building the new complex. Peter has played in 
Saturday afternoon seniors competition since he joined 
the club and has played night tennis since it started. 
Peter was the Club Champion in 1979. The committee 
and the club members would like to congratulate Peter 
and thank him for his service.

Christmas Party
The Club's Christmas party will be held on the 15th 
of December. It will start at 6pm with Santa arriving at 
7pm. If you are planning to come could you please let 
a committee member know or put your name on the 
list that is on the junior's noticeboard.

Tennis Fun Day
The annual tennis day will be held on the Sunday 3rd 
of February. The day is always great and everyone is 
welcome even if you have never picked up a racquet 
before. More details will be available soon.

Juniors
In the junior season just completed we had two 
premiers and two runners-up. In the Friday night 
President's Shield competition we had three teams 
into the finals with teams Upper Beaconsfield red and 
black in the grand final with black winning and red the 
runners-up.

In the regular Saturday morning competition 
section 8 were Premiers and section 5 were runners-
up. We hope that ail the juniors had a great season 
and are looking forward to the upcoming season.

In the junior season soon to commence will we 
have over 70 players competing in 14 teams. We hope 
that all the juniors representing the club in the coming 
season have a fun and successful season.

The Junior Committee would like to remind all 
players that the dress code is being actively policed 
this season. Points can be deducted from the team 
if the dress requirements are not adhered to. If you 
are unsure of the dress requirements please see the 
regulations on the noticeboard or speak to one of the 
junior committee.

Anyone interested in playing juniors or with any 

junior related question should contact Phil Scott on 
5944 3909.

Seniors
In the senior season that has just finished we had 
another quite successful season. Our Men's team 
entered in the Bayside competition made it to the 
semi finals and our Grade 6 Pennant side made to the 
quarterfinals of the grade wide finals.

In the season that commenced in early October 
we have 3 Bayside teams entered and two West 
Gippsland teams. The teams are doing quite well and 
everyone is having a great time.

Anyone interested in playing seniors or with any 
senior related question should contact Nick Gamble on 
5944 3756.

Midweek Ladies
The midweek ladies competition is almost finished. We 
have a number of teams in the top 4 and some that 
are not doing so well but we can be sure they are all 
enjoying their tennis. The next midweek season will 
start in February so please contact Anne if you are 
interested.

Anyone interested in playing midweek ladies or 
with any question should contact Anne Hutchinson on 
5944 3552.

Committee
Our new committee was elected at the AGM. The 
new committee would like to thank the previous 
committee for all their hard work on behalf of the club 
and its members. The new committee is: President: 
Ian Jackson 0403208047 Vice President: Marita 
Meeking 5707 5884 Treasurer: Paul Higgs 5968 5640 
Secretary: Judy Fenby 5944 3042 Junior Rep.: Phi! 
Scott 5944 3909 Ladies Rep.: Anne Hutchison 5944 
3552 Seniors Rep.: Nick Gamble 5944 3756 General 
Committee: Ian Haythorpe 5944 3896 Mark Buttler 
5944 3177 Cameron McCormack 9704 2745

Reminders
Coaching is available for all ages and standards at the 
club. Anyone interested in coaching should contact 
Paul Osborne on 5940 1454. Please remember that 
dogs are not permitted anywhere on the club grounds. 
With the hot weather fast approaching it is vital that the 
courts are well watered. We have fantastic courts but 
they have to be well watered to stay in that condition. 
So please keep them well watered!
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What's new at the Community Centre?
Oaks Day Function
The Annual Oaks Day Luncheon was a huge success 
this year with over 100 ladies enjoying the day. The 
ladies looked stunning with many being nominated for 
"Fashion on the Field" and the "Most Glamorous Hat" 
competitions.

As they arrived at the Pine Grove Hotel they 
were greeted with a glass of champagne and hors 
d'oeuvres, followed by a very scrumptious meal. Many 
ladies went home with lovely prizes from the raffles 
and sweeps. We would like to express a huge THANK 
YOU to those organisations and individuals who 
generously donated prizes, which helped to make the 
day such a success.

The day raised much-needed funds to enable us 
to continue to offer quality classes and facilities to the 
community.

All had a great day and the Upper Beaconsfield 
Community Centre Committee wish to thank everyone 
for supporting this annual fundraising event.

Also acknowledgment and much thanks is to 
be expressed to Anne and Loris Bragagnolo for the 
fantastic job and hard work done in organising the 
event. This type of function can only happen through 
much dedication and commitment from volunteers in 
our community.

Christmas Party
It is that time of year and Santa is getting ready to 
come and visit us again. The Christmas Party has 
been arranged for Thursday 13 December at 10am at 
the Community Centre for all pre-school aged children 
in the area.

There will be lots of entertainment on the day and 
special treats for the children to enjoy. As well as a visit 
from the man in the red suit, the Christmas Elf will also 
join us.

Please RSVP with numbers to the office on 5944 
3484.

Crèche in 2002
During the Christmas holidays the Upper Beaconsfield 
Community Centre Crèche will be undergoing 
extensions to upgrade the facilities to comply with the 
new Human Services regulations and therefore there 
will not be any holiday care available.

The extensions will include separate rooms 
for under and over 3 year olds, extension of the 
playground and other facilities. It is anticipated that the 
works will be completed ready for the crèche to re-
commence for term 1, 2002. A great deal of planning 
and fundraising has been required in order to make 
this extension a reality, and we would like to thank 

all those who have assisted in the process. We are 
looking forward to completion of the project, which will 
enhance the quality of care, which we are able to offer 
to children.

Courses on offer for 2002
• Certificate III in Community Services (Aged Care 

Work)
• Certificate III in Community Services (Children's 

Services)
• Certificate IV in Assessment & Workplace Training
Please contact the Centre for more details.

Merry Christmas
On behalf of the Committee of Management and the 
staff at the Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre 
we would like to thank all those people who use the 
Centre and for their continued support during 2001.

It is through your patronage of the Centre that 
we can continue to grow and offer a diverse program 
to the community. A special thank you to all volunteers 
who continue to offer valuable time and expertise in 
the day to day running of the Centre.

We would like to wish you all a very merry 
Christmas and safe and happy 2002.

Council comment (continued from page 5)

of vehicles. The speed limit has been reduced. The 
finish job will be allowed for in the budget.

I am advised the flooding in Beaconsfield 
Avenue was caused by a gas main being laid 
through the middle of a street drainpipe. Most 
unfortunate. I suppose it illustrates the caution 
required by contractors who bore under roads.

Incredible isn't it that Christmas is approaching 
already. I trust that you all will enjoy a happy and 
safe Christmas. Hopefully it is a great time for you to 
relax and become refreshed for the next year.

Cr Keith Ewenson 
Email kewenson@nex.net.au
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St John's Anglican 
Church

September 11
Here is part of an e-mail I received last week from a 
friend in America.

"Being so far from the frontlines here in Idaho, 
we don't have the fear and panic that the majority of 
the country is experiencing, from the acts of terrorism, 
but mainly from the media simply not letting up on a 
tragedy and pounding a story, based on fear, to death. 
We get it 24 hours a day and the media have made 
sure that they have exploited every possible angle. I 
simply don't watch the news these days, I figure that 
if something major happens I'll hear about it! Then 
there's the political angle to the whole mess, every 
politician under the sun trying to benefit from the 
tragedy, not to mention the military decisions and their 
political angles. Wouldn't it be nice to have a leader 
who puts the people that he/she represents first and 
foremost, not their career. But I guess it wouldn't be 
politics then!"

My friend's e-mail sums up much of the current 
mood regarding world events since the attacks on 
September 11th. But this public mood has swung like 
an erratic pendulum from disbelief, to grief, to rage, to 
fear to cynicism, while the prophets, both religious and 
secular, have emerged after the fact to tell us why this 
had to happen.

There are, however, some principles we can 
look to which will help answer some of the questions 
people in this community have asked me and which 
we can keep in view as we live through the ongoing 
repercussions of September the 11th.
1. As we remember at Christmas, God is Lord of 

lords and his Son, Jesus Christ, is the one who 
will finally destroy war (Isaiah 9:5-7, Luke 2:11). 
Amidst the chatter, fear and need for revenge 
which surrounds us we're called to keep our minds 
fixed on Christ our hope, example and peace 
(Philippians 2:1 -18, 4:2-9).

2. We are told that we should only give judgements, 
which we ourselves would be prepared to suffer as 
just (Matthew 7:1 -6). That is how to judge well and 
avoid the traps of judgmentalism.

3. Nations have a right and duty to enforce order and 
justice in God's world (Romans 13:1-7).

4. God is patient but will not permit international 
injustice and inhumanity to go unanswered (Amos 
1:3 16, Isaiah 24:1-13).

5. In a fallen world God will use the unrighteous 
to punish the unrighteous but in the end it is 
God's purposes that are served. Meanwhile, 
he commands all people everywhere to repent 

(Habakkuk 1:1-3:19).
6. Allah (of the Koran) is not Yahweh (The LORD" in 

our English Bible). Allah says in the Koran that he 
is 'neither begotten nor begets', a rebuttal to John 
3:16 'for God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son......'

On a personal level I was grateful the Americans 
paused to gather evidence before they responded, 
bemused they did not comprehend the jealousies 
ranged against them by poorer less capable countries, 
saddened by the memory of greater tragedies which 
received less action, concerned about a response of 
joy and militancy from some Islamic sections of our 
society, worried about the potential for racial backlash 
and sceptical about the lies, threats and spin which 
have cluttered our press. And I wonder. I wonder if 
what is now our military response to the terrorists may 
be used by God to help Afghanistan and beyond. I am 
praying that this would be the case for as the other 
great issue of our times (asylum seekers) shows, 
those who suffer most under Islamic extremism are 
Muslims.

Christmas services at St. John's 2001
Sunday December 23rd
8:30 am Communion traditional style
10:00 am Communion family service

Christmas eve, Monday December 24th 
7:00 pm Family Christmas service 
11:00 pm Communion traditional style

Christmas Day, Tuesday 25th of December 
9:00 am Communion family service

Michael Flynn  
(St. John's Upper Beaconsfield)

Shopping centre watch
Butcher Peter Williams recently reported disturbing 
incidents of theft and damage at shops in Upper 
Beaconsfield.

A valuable stainless steel knife set was taken from 
Peter's premises—Global brand with stylish spot 
pattern stainless steel handles. Peter also related 
incidents from other shop owners including shop 
break-ins, items stolen, refrigerator and freezer 
turned off.

The shop owners ask that people please keep j their 
eyes open and report any suspicious activity to the 
police. Keep the spirit of community alive in UB and 
look out for your neighbour—whether in homes, 
community buildings or shops.
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Beaconhills Country Golf Club
The Club is having it's busiest time of the year with the 
Club Championships and the Open Amateur 36 hole 
tournament played during November.

Matthew Silk of Cranbourne Golf Club won 
the Open Amateur title after a play-off with 17 year 
old Beaconhills player Matthew Taylor, both having 
scored a total 145 gross after 18 holes played on both 
the Lakes and Old courses. Beaconhills player Brad 
Crowley was the 36 hole nett winner with 136.

In the Stableford Plate events Gary Baldwin 
won on the Lakes course, with Junior Stephen 
Corney of Stoney Creek Road, runner up. Junior 
Jacob Drummond won the Old course event, with Ian 
Matthews runner up.

Club champions
2001 Club Champion is Peter Glidden. B Grade: 
Matthew Buff. C Grade: Paul Danjanovic. Veterans: 
Wally O'Hara. Junior: Kristian Drangsholt.

Lady members 2001 Champion is Ann Felgate. 
B Grade and Veterans title went to Rosalie Leake. C 
Grade: Sharon Taylor. D Grade: Margaret Mitchem.

Mrs Annabel Ford of Berwick, a remarkable 
lady now in her mid-nineties and former champion of 
Beaconhills, presented the trophies. Mrs Ford played 
from a handicap of 5 and held the championship title 
for 6 consecutive years from 1967-72. She held the 
office of Lady President in 1969 and 1970.

Christina Beltran is the first lady member to 
play on a handicap less than Mrs Ford. Christina at 
present plays on 3 and is to be congratulated on being 
accepted into the Victoria Institute of Sport next year. 
Unfortunately with HSC exam commitments, Christina 
was unable to play all rounds of the Championship.

The AGM for lady members is held in late 
November and by the time this article goes to press 
Bronwen Robbins will have completed her two year 
term as President. Maria Grant will take over from 
Bronwen. Cora Shovelton continues as Captain for 
another year.

Plans for the course
The next twelve months will be extremely important 
for the Club's future, with the course and clubhouse 
masterplans being prepared. Both members and local 
residents have had the opportunity to share their 
thoughts on the proposed clubhouse, with survey 
forms being available through Rob Hansen, Peter 
Williams and the Club.

All responses have been passed on to the 
architect, Richard Mabin, who has met with both 
Rob and Peter, and Board representatives, before 
preparing the needs statement. This will identify the 
major requirements for a new clubhouse and provide 

a orking document for the 
next phase of discussion. 
The building of a new 
clubhouse is now a major 
priority for the club, as the 
insurance premium has 
jumped to record levels. The 
major reason is the age and 
condition of the existing building.

The course masterplan is still being drafted and 
more information should be available early December. 
The main focus will be on flexibility with regard to 
teeing grounds, enlargement and re-positioning of 
greens and revised bunkering.

Seafood nights
For those who enjoy Andy's seafood nights, he has 
two coming up, 7 and 14 December. Bookings are 
already heavy. Cost $50. Bookings 5944 3309. The 
Twilight Bistro on Wednesdays is open from 6pm. Non 
members are very welcome.

Christmas
With Christmas fast approaching the Pro Shop at 
Beaconhills is well stocked with gifts of all sorts for the 
golfers on your shopping list. Gift vouchers can also be 
purchased and used for goods, or lessons.

On behalf of the Board, staff and members, 
Andrew Austin, Manager of Beaconhills Country Golf 
Club wishes all Upper Beaconsfield residents a very 
safe and merry Christmas and happy new year.

Barbara Jackson 5944 3554

Neighbourhood Watch
Residents are invited to attend 
our last meeting of the year 
on Monday December 10th 
at 8pm at the Community 
Complex.
We would like to remind any 
residents planning to go away 

over the Christmas period that "Absent from Home" 
forms are available through NHW. These forms are 
dropped off to the police who are happy to drive 
past your vacant residence.

For details please phone Melinda Conn. 
Neighbourhood Watch wishes all residents a safe 
and happy season.

Melinda Conn 5944 4010
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Certificates of 
appreciation
To mark the International 
Year of the Volunteer in a 
personal way, the committee of 
management will be issuing to 

all our volunteers, a "Certificate of Appreciation" as a 
memento and an expression of thanks to all who make 
the care group a reality.

Apology!
Due to the inability of so many of our 75 or so 
volunteers being unable to attend, the social gathering 
planned for Sunday 11th has had to be cancelled. We 
realise that this is a busy time of year for many but 
regret any inconvenience or disappointment this may 
cause. We look forward to catching up with you all at 
the AGM next March.

Farewell Des McKenna
The Care Group has sadly farewelled our founding 
chairman, Des McKenna, who with his wife Carmel 
moves to Malmsbury this month.

He has led the committee for the past 13 years 
and will be fondly remembered for his outstanding 
leadership and willing service to the community.

We thank Carmel for her role as a volunteer and 

in supporting Des as his position has consumed much 
of his family and work time.

The communities of Guys Hill, Dewhurst and 
Upper Beaconsfield extend their very best wishes to 
the McKennas for many happy years ahead in their 
new community.

Group Co-ordinators
We would still like to hear from any of our current 
or prospective volunteers who may be willing to 
train for a supporting role to our co-ordinators. The 
position brings a great deal of personal satisfaction in 
organising assistance to those in need.

Services
Our volunteers provide emergency assistance in the 
form of domestic help, child care, transport, handyman 
skills, outside work and friendly visiting to residents 
of Upper Beaconsfield, Guys Hill and Dewhurst at no 
cost. We can usually assist in other areas of need also, 
or else refer people to the most appropriate service. 
For assistance contact: 
• Annette Walker 5944 3574 
• Glenda Matthews 5944 3884 
• Community Centre on 5944 3484

Margaret Edwards and Sue Bradley 
Upper Beaconsfield Community Care Group

Kindergarten news
Its been a great year at the Kinder and PreKinder 
and the children are now preparing for the Christmas 
festivities and their transition to school and kinder in 
2002. How much they've grown and how the year has 
flown!

Pre-Kinder Renovations
Works over the past term by Cardinia Shire have 
created a long awaited new turning circle and kerbing 
in McBride Road which has significantly improved 
traffic conditions outside the Pre-Kinder.

With much work by the kinder committee, pre-
kinder and playgroup children have also benefited from 
the new playground equipment and landscaping in the 
pre-kinder grounds. Monica Fitzsimons, the director 
of the pre-kinder is very pleased with the result and 
comments that children are delighted with their new 
equipment. Denise Smith has repainted the foyer and 
to complete work refurbishments for the year new 
tables and chairs have been ordered.

The old tables and chairs are now available for 
sale (to be delivered early 2002). Please enquire at the 
kinder.

Fundraising
The kindergartens held a very successful fundraising 
dinner at the Hindquarter Steakhouse earlier in the 
term raising over $2000 which has been put aside to 
pay for new tables and chairs for both the kindergarten 
and prekinder. The Kinder parents and staff would like 
to thank Enzo at the Hindquarter Steakhouse for his 
support on the evening, and to all local businesses 
who supported the auction.

2002 Kinder and PreKinder
Positions for enrolments at kinder and prekinder 
for 2002 are now filled. A waiting list exists at each 
centre. If you are considering sending your child to 
either centre in 2003, we suggest that you book now. 
Positions seem to be filling earlier each year. We 
accept enrolments for 3 year olds prekinder from birth, 
and 4 year olds kindergarten from age 2.

Diary Dates
Christmas family picnic - Wednesday 19th December 
6:30pm
AGM - Monday 4th February, 2002 8:00pm Enrolment 
enquiries:
Pre-kinder:  Donna Parker 9769 9937 
Kinder: Annelene Tredoux 5944 4635
Playgroup:  Sally Steel 5944 4550
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Petruccelli Art Studio 
open day and student  
art exhibition

Peter and Mary Petruccelli 
will be opening their Stoney 
Creek Road studio to the 
public on Sunday, December 
16. Visitors will be able to 
view works, in oil and pastel, 
created throughout the year 
by adult students.

The studio conducts 
classes on Sundays and Mondays to enable art 
students (ranging from beginners to more advanced) 
to receive tuition in drawing, oil painting and pastel 
techniques.

A variety of themes were pursued over the 
year. Over the summer months students travelled to 
Phillip Island for plein air (open air) seascape studies. 
When weather permitted, easels were set up in the 
picturesque studio grounds for landscape painting. 
During the cooler months students worked indoors on 
still life works and portraits, with a model sitting for the 
students over a five-week period.

If you are interested in art or would simply like 
to see the quality of work produced by local students, 
come along on December 16 between 11 am and 6pm.

For enquiries about the open day or classes, 
please contact Peter or Mary Petruccelli at 102 Stoney 
Creek Rd, Upper Beaconsfield (Melways 211 A7) tel: 
5944 3224.

Cheryl O'Gallagher

Stranger than fiction
Those who have seen Billy Connolly in The Man 
Who Sued God will immediately recognise the story's 
origins in our own village.

You will all remember that some years ago, 
during a spell of weather even wilder than that 
recently experienced, a large tree in the garden of 
one of pour fellow-residents blew down and crushed 
his car. He duly completed a claim form and sent it 
to Gargantuan Insurance, with whom he had a pretty 
expensive comprehensive Policy. Gargantuan refused 
the claim on the basis that it was an Act of God.

Now our man was a firm atheist and Gargantuan 
had offended his beliefs, his understanding of the 
ordinary meaning of the word, 'comprehensive' and 
his sense of fair play – they were just a bunch of 
duck-shoving, word-twisting dobbers.

So, he took them to court, demanding that they 
either pay up, or produce the Third Party to whom 
they had attributed guilt – a very reasonable request, 
under the circumstances. All the way up the hearings 
went, starting with the magistrate who used to sit at 
Berwick, into the County Court and our man was at 
the very doorway of the Privy Council when Gough 
Whitlam's legislation closed it.

But he won the last round in the High Court 
in Canberra. You can read it in Truthful Wilson 
v.Gargantuan Insurance Co. (1990) 412 CLR 779.

I think it is terrible that the film company stole 
our history without any acknowledgement. They didn't 
even offer Truthful free tickets to the show.

George Silberbauer

Remove those weeds!
Cardinia Shire is attacked by weeds, both noxious and 
environmental. Here is your chance to clear weeds 
from around your place. As an example watsonia are 
rampant in Sugarloaf Road, Funnel Rd, and Tower 
Road.

Grants are available to any landowner or 
manager of private property in Cardinia Shire.

Agricultural weeds are not included in this 
program and grants are not automatic. Preference 
will be given to groups of people such as Landcare or 
landowners operating together. Contractors may be 

used but only herbicide will be paid for through the 
grant scheme.

$500 is the maximum per landowner for purchase 
of herbicide based on receipts lodged with council 
before June 2002.

There are performance requirements and 
verification audits will be undertaken. Work must be 
completed by that date.

Wendy Abbott, Environment management officer, 
Cardinia Shire, can be contacted for more details and 
assistance with applications on 5945 4665. Closing 
date for applications is 21 /12/2001.
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Is the split widening?
In response to last issue's question asking whether Split Rock is 
opening even wider, local resident Elaine Gates provided a 1920s 
photograph of the rock. Another photograph was taken by Charles 
Wilson last week as a comparison. Which is the old picture? Do you 
think the split is widening?

Contributors to the Bell please note
We shouldn't complain because we love to 
get articles for the Bell—but could contributors 
keep their articles to a reasonable length. This 
issue was so full that some items had to be left 
to next Bell and much fiddling was required to 
fit what we did put in! We do not like to edit, if 
at all possible. The Bell cannot have than more 
than 24 pages, including advertisements.

Community 
support invited
As with all community 
organisations The Upper 
Beaconsfield Scout Group is 
reliant on volunteers for the day 
to day conduct of its activities. 
Traditionally these volunteers have 
been sourced from the pool of 
parents of the youth members with 
support from several interested 
community minded people.

We are presently 
experiencing a downturn in 
numbers of youth members, which 
has reduced the pool of parents 
to draw our support from. We 
therefore appeal to any people 
who would be interested in 
becoming involved in Scouting to 
contact the undersigned for more 
details.

If you have young children 
who are interested in joining our 
organisation at any level -Joey 
Scouts (6-8years), Cub Scouts 
(8-11), Scouts (11 -14), Venturers 
(14-18) or Rovers (18-25) please 
make contact also.

I would like to take this 
opportunity of thanking everyone 
in the community for your support 
of our firewood raffles during the 
past season. These funds are vital 
to ensure we have the resources 
to conduct our weekly activities.

Barry Smith 5944 3219
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U P P E R  B E A C O N S F I E L D  T R A D E S  &  S E R V I C E S  D I R E C T O R Y
$76 for 6 issues. Closing date for ads 10th of odd month. Contact Cheryl Finn Tel 5944 4007

Accommodation

" Y U U L O N G "  B  &  B
Exclusive and Luxurious Accommodation 

For the Romantic 
Secluded cottages with stunning views 

Gourmet dinner available 
Call Lis on 5944 3440 or 0418 310 524

COUSINS & CO.

Certified Practising Accountants 
Business Consultants 

67 High Street Berwick 
BH 9707 2788

PHILIP J HELLIAR

Chartered Accountant 
Registered Tax Agent

BH & AH 5944 3112

Accountants

JoAnne Carter
Accountant   

Registered Tax Agent 
Bookkeeping Services/Advice 

Computer Packages MYOB - Quick Books etc 
20 Salisbury Rd, Upper Beaconsfield 5944 3311

Animals

MAN AND DOG 
Security & Dog Training Centre
Ellen and Hans Nowak 
Obedience Training and Quality Breeding. 
Private Sessions Wed & Sat pm 
5944 3254 Mobile 019 182 868

 Animal Minding Service
Peace of mind while you are away

Expert loving care of all your pets in the convenience of their  
home. Qualified to care for a wide range of animals. 

Trustworthy 4 Reliable. Reasonable Rates  
Call Annelene on 5944 4635 or mobile 0409 337 231

Local energy at pedal power's major event
Maryborough, Victoria was once again inundated with 
8000 visitors from 15-18 November, all of whom were 
involved in some way with the annual RACV Energy 
Breakthrough. This competition involves schools, both 
state and private, primary and secondary, in races that 
require some form of pedalling or pushing. Students 
build their own vehicles and race them in teams.

Beaconsfield Upper Primary this year put forward 
four mixed teams—three in the Pushcart Division 
and the other in the Human Powered Vehicle (pedal 
power) Division with continuing good results. The 
pushcarts were 5th, 10th and 14th while the HPV 
vehicle was 15th overall. Two of the pushcart teams 
won their endurance heats while all three teams won 
their sprint heats as well as being in the top ten for the 
presentations.

Mark Carver, Assistant Principal at the school 
expressed his delight at the good results after all the 
hard work involved, work that starts at the end of term 
I and culminates in the hard physical workouts in term 
4. He praised the commitment of the students and their 
parents in this annual event.

Berwick Secondary College also competed 
with four teams, a triathalon team, and three 24 hour 
endurance race teams, two of which comprised both 
males and females The triathalon team comfortably 
won their event for the second year in a row while the 
three teams in the HPV Endurance race achieved 

results beyond their expectations. One team won 
their section by over 15 laps, one came second in 
their section and the third team, despite vehicle 
breakdowns, managed to come in third in a very 
exciting finish against approximately 100 other 
vehicles, with Gareth Hanks from Upper Beaconsfield 
and Jean the Belgium exchange student, cycling 
the final laps. Berwick Secondary College was the 
most successful team overall of all schools, state and 
private.

Sixty-five people were involved with the Berwick 
Secondary College teams on the weekend and the 
co-operation and teamwork were outstanding. The 
improvement in design and construction of vehicles, 
the display and presentation by all team members 
certainly paved the way for the outstanding success 
this year. Sadly for the Year 12 riders this was their 
last year. Many of the team members, catering staff 
and organisers were members of Upper Beaconsfield 
and Guys Hill communities. Local students involved 
were Adam Bird, Gareth Hanks, Will Livesey, Dale 
Wilkinson, Dale Austin, Emma Born, Jemima Rose, 
Carrie Bloom, Dwayne and Rebecca Kennedy, Daniel 
Noy and Duncan Wood.

As we were short of room this issue, we will 
feature the local teams' photos in the next Bell.

Gilda Hansen
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Bowling

BERWICK BOWLING CLUB 
Offers to new bowlers 

Free tryout—free coaching 
No waiting lists—Young or not so young 

Pennant, Competition, Social, Night Bowls 
Ring Geoff 9707 1547 or Valerie 9704 6809

Chemist

UPPER BEACONSFIELD PHARMACY 
5944 3881 

Hrs: Mon-Fri 9 - 6; Sat 9 - 12  Sunday  9.30 - 12 
Agent for Coral Colours, Medibank Fax Claims 

Medibank Private, Kodak Photo Processing 
Passport and ID Photos available.

Chiropractic

BEACONSFIELD CHIROPRATIC CLINIC 
Dr Steve Pratt  &  Dr Craig Carter 

16 Wood St, Beaconsfield 
9796 1110 

Workcover - TAC - Veterans Affairs 
Family Chiropractic Care

Cleaning

A M C L E A R  P T Y  LT D

Sep t i c  &  Grease  Trap  C lean ing 
P rompt  Eff i c i en t  Se rv ice 

Al l  Hours

5944 3646

WINDOW CLEANING  
 

JOHN PLOWMAN 
 

 9796 2994 Mobile 0418 597 630

Computers

INTERNET ACCESS 
Cyberspace Corporation (Berwick) 

Premium Internet Access at local call prices 
All computer hardware, software & Internet needs met 

Ph 9707 4850 Email: enquiries@outeast.cyberspace.net.au 
Online Application: http://outeast.cyberspace.net.au

Childcare
Beaconsfield Child Care and Early Learning Centre

6 Stella Street, Beaconsfield 
7.00 am – 6.00 pm Monday-Friday 52 weeks of the year 

Phone:- 9707 5532 AH 0419 512 243
Small homely child care centre registered for 30 children. Qualified staff 

with 3yr & 4yr kindergarten program - Intro to Computers. All types of care available from long 
day care, occasional care and Before and After school care.  

Proprietor. Linda Pettigrew   Primary Nominee: Jeanie Sawyer. Preschool Teacher

Bookkeeping

Keeping the Books
Comprehensive Bookkeeping Service

- Keep your books up to date
- GST administration
- BAS reporting

Call Kerrin Mosterd  -  5944 4484

Beekeeping

UPPER BEACONSFIELD APIARIES
* Pure local Honey for sale 
* Beehives for sale, advice for beginners 
* Beehives available for pollination 
* Bees and wasps removed

184 Berglund Road 5944 4306

ENGLISH EUROPEAN CAR SERVICE
For service and maintenance of  

Jaguar, Mercedes Benz, Volvo & BMW 
Free pickup and delivery 

Phone Darryl Fenby  
BH 9509 9024  AH 5944 3042

Automotive

MOONSHINE MOTORS
C l a s s i c  Ve h i c l e  R e s t o r a t i o n 

A u t o s e r v i c e  S e r v i c e 
A c c i d e n t  R e p a i r  C e n t r e 

R A C V  S e r v i c e  D e p o t 
5 9 4 4  3 2 6 4  o r  5 9 4 4  4 111

BEACONSFIELD AUTO ELECTRICS
Star te rs  & Al te rna tors ,  Bat te r ies ,  Repai rs 

Spec ia l i s ing  in  Fuel  In jec t ion  & Aircondi t ion ing 
Al l  Auto  Elec t r ica l  Work

Factory  3 ,  94  Pr inces  Hwy,  Beaconsf ie ld  Vic  3807  Prop .  Geoff  Beck
Mob:  0409 009 919  9796 1550   Fax:  9768 9585

Art Classes

Art classes in Oil 
Painting & Pastels 
Sundays & Monday 
mornings 
102 Stoney Creek Rd, UB 
Enquiries 5944 3224

Petruccel l i 
Art 
Classes

TERRY's COMPUTER FIX
20 Years experience in DOS, Windows 3.1x, 95, 98, NT 

All Hardware & Software Problems & Upgrades 
Competitive Rates

No fix! No Charge! 
Ph: 5944 3742 Any Time.

Concreting

V & J CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION 
All types of concrete 

House Slabs, Garage Floors 
Slate Impression, Faux Brick 
and all types of asphalt work 

 5944 3920 Mobile 018 548 472

Beautician

J o d i e ’ s  B e a u t y  T h e r a p y
A.A.B.T.H.

For all facets of
•SKIN • MAKE UP • BODY CARE •
Dr Eckstein & Sans Soucis Stockist

“Wiringa” 100 Kitchen Road, Upper Beaconsfield, 3808 Ph: 5944 3877 
24 Years of Experience
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A GRADE ELECTRICIAN 
ROBERT FIDONE

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial 
R.E.C. No 1282

 5944 3990 Mobile 0438 307 115

"JAVO" ELECTRICAL SERVICES
All Electrical Work

Free Quotes
Mobile 0418 515 189 Ed Voogt
or 5944 4640 REC 8067

Fencing
FENCING

Post and Wire – Post and Rail 
Electric Fencing and Repairs – Slashing

David and Marlene Norbury

 Home 5944 3436 Mobile 0419 533 494

Electricians

N E E D  A N  E L E C T R I C I A N ? 
P h o n e  G a r r y 
F r e e  Q u o t e s 

N o  j o b  t o o  s m a l l 
M o b i l e  0 4 1 9  3 6 8  1 5 8   o r   5 9 4 4  3 6 8 7 

D A R L E K T R I C S  P T Y.  LT D .   R e c  6 0 7 2

Editing

E C EDITING
For all your Editing & Proofreading services 

advertising, reports etc.
Mobile: 0427 864 476   Phone: 5944 3903   Fax: 5944 4545

Elisabeth Wood

Financial Planning

Australia's Most Respected Financial Planners

67 High St, Berwick
Phone: 9768 9066

Furniture

THE WOODCUT WORKSHOP

Quality furniture designed to your requirements. 
Tables, drawers, shelves, fitouts etc.

 Ph 5942 5876 (BH) Mob: 0418 569 128

Gardeners

BEACON HILLS GARDEN CARE

* Mowing  * Gardening  *Pruning 
* Rubbish  * Gutters  

John & Cathy Bain 
Home 5944 3666        Mobile 015 680 350

Financial Services

For all your Borrowing Needs 
Housing, Investment, Business 
Refinance to Lower Rates

connsult financial services
Mob 0419 115 685 Fax 5944 4401 AH 5944 3471

Simon Conn FAIBF

Dressmaking – Alterations

The Clothes Mender
Clothing Alterations & Repairs

By appointment with Janette

Telephone 9707 2560

Dining Out

BEACONHILLS COUNTRY GOLF CLUB 
Non-Members Welcome 

For your special occasion enquire about our Function Room 
We specialise in 

Weddings, Parties and Fund Raising Events 
5944 3309

OnYa
BAR & GRILL

Proprietor: Finlay Luff Phone 9707 0091
6 Princess Hwy, Beaconsfield 3807 Fax 5942 7756

Conveyancing

RIVENDELL CONVEYANCING SERVICES

For all Conveyancing Transactions 
AH appointments available

ANN BENTLEY 5944 3566

Anthony J Remington S.I.A. (Aff)

Conveyancing Practice
Free initial consultation & quote; Fixed price; We will come to you.

Complete conveyancing service package
Ring Tony Remington on 5944 3867  Mob: 0418 136 656

TREES REMOVED

RUBBISH REMOVED

LAWNS MOWED (RIDE ON)
Graeme Pateman  9707 2604 John Balding 5941 2654 
Mobile: 0409 707 266

Gifts

For all your gift ideas
Carole McCulloch 
Showroom 
64 Enterprise Ave, Berwick    9768 9077

—a gift with a difference
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Positive Pressure Massage 
Incorporated Clinical Masseurs MSCM 

Remedial, Sports & Relaxation Massage 
Work Cover, HBA, Medicare, Latrobe & MBF Accredited 

Phone Sally A'Vard or John Feehan 9707 5427
$39.00 per hour    50 Inglis Rd, Berwick    $26.00 per 1/2 hour

Nursing Home

SALISBURY HOUSE 
Salisbury Road Upper Beaconsfield 

Residential Aged Care Facility
Proprietors - A&P&D Saisanas and J & V Liaskos  

Ph:  5944 3443 Fax: 5944 4411

Plastering

JCF Plastering
Patch up work
Renovations

Call John Finn on 5944 4007

Pest Control
* NARRE WARREN PEST CONTROL *

"Why put up with Ants, Spiders, Cockroaches, Silverfish, Rats, Mice, 
Fleas, Bees & Wasps?" Call and have them eliminated today. Specialising 

in Termites–New home & extension pre-treatments – Chemically free. 
Available 7 days – Free quotes 

Supporting the UB Village Fair with $10 donation from each job
Phone Peter on Ph/Fax 9705 1352 Mob 0429 040 225

EXECUTIVE LANDSCAPES 
Design & Construction 

Brick, Stone & Cobblestone Paving 
Rock & Water features  Bobcat & Tipper Hire

Contact Ken Murphy   5944 3870 or 0412 622 311

Mower Repairs

U P P E R  B E A C O N S F I E L D  M O W E R  & 
C H A I N S A W  R E P A I R S 

Servicing & repairs to all ride-on & lawn mowers, chainsaws & 
brushcutters. New chains made & sharpening too.  

Ride-on trailers for sale. Free pick-up & delivery service. 
Mark 5944 4613   Mobile 0428 349 010   16 Young Street

Massage

KEVIN SEAMAN CTT, AMTA

Relaxation Massage Therapist 
Massage at clinic $40/hr 
Home visits $50/hr

4 Brennan Ave UB 5944 3369 or 0427 843 957

Music Tuition

PIANO AND MUSIC THEORY 
Accredited Suzuki teacher 

Traditional and Suzuki Methods 
All ages 4 onwards 

Free Introductory Lesson 
Brigitte Hapke  5944 3288

Painters & Decorators

ROBERT NYHUIS PAINTING SERVICE
FREE QUOTES

Phone: 03 5629 1052 
Mobile: 0419 105 131

3261

Landscaping Bulldozing

LEAVER LANDSCAPE

Complete Professional  
Landscape Service  
5944 3882

Handyman Service
PETE'S HANDYMAN SERVICE

General Home Maintenance at an Affordable Price 
Lawns mowed, rubbish removed, guttering cleaned, decking,  

balustrades & fencing repaired or removed. House glass  
a specialty.  Welding jobs,  maintenance plumbing & general  

household repairs.  No job too small .  Reasonable rates.

Phone: 5944 4539                       Mobile: 0409 141 506

Hotels

PINE GROVE HOTEL   5944 3524

Bistro open Lunch & Dinner 7 days a week.
Self contained Units available.

Function room for weddings, conferences, meetings etc.
Bottle Shop, Public Bar & Club Room

Plumbers

PETER CATLEY  PLUMBING AND DRAINAGE 
Maintenance - Urgent Repairs - Hot Water Systems - 

Pump Repairs – Guttering 
Swimming Pool and Spa Maintenance 

Pools prepared for summer season 
33 years experience Licence 21357 Ph 5944 3575

GENERAL STORE
OPEN 7 DAYS

• HARDWARE
• NEWSAGENT
• GROCERIES
• FAX/P'COPIER

• GARDEN SUPPLIES
• STOCKFEED
• FIREWOOD/GAS
• WATER CARTAGE

5944 3310

General Store

Hairdressing

Professional hair cuts & colours
Call for a free 

no obligation consultation 
on 5944 4644  or  5944 3433

Joseph Debrincat, 92 Stoney Creek Road, Upper Beaconsfield

Looks that 
DEMAND 
RESPONSE
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Television

BEACONSHILLS TV & VIDEO SERVICE

$10 in home quote 
Video and TV repairs

Contact Ray     5944 3483    Mobile 018 547 957

Swimming Pools & Spas
Boronia / Wheelers Hill Pool & Spa Pumps

Sales Service & Repairs, Installation & Pool Maintenance, 
Pool & Spa Chemicals, Solar & Gas Heating 

Automatic Cleaners & Chlorinators, Spare Parts & Accessories 
### Free Pool / Spa Inspection ### 

Mobile: 0425 785 160 Terry & Sally Steel Upper Beaconsfield

Water Tanks

T a n k  k l e e n a 
Rain water tank cleaning 

Removal of sludge & leaves 
Minimal loss of water                                    Vacuum system used

1800 645 756 Fred & Emma Lees Mobile 018 591 783

Towing

BEACON TOWING

24 HOUR 
TOWING SERVICE

5944 4111

BILL OGILVIE
BRONZE FIGURATIVE SCULPTURES TO LIFE SIZE 

SMALL PEWTER SCULPTURES

Commissions undertaken Studio Upper Beaconsfield
For appointment 5944 4103

Sculptor

MOBILE VETERINARY SERVICE 
Home visits 

Traditional & complementary therapies 
Nutritional, herbal, homoeopathic 

D r  P o r t i a  r e a D i n g  B V S c  ( H o n s )  N D 
 5944 3535 0419 777 321

Veterinary

Timothy Mepstead
Barrister and Solicitor

Fixed Price Conveyancing * Family Law * Wills and Probate * 
Criminal, Motor Traffic & Business Law * Personal Injury

Pakenham Yarra Junction 
5941 5166 (AH appointments) 5967 1379

John Hewson

ST GEORGES CONTRACTING
(St George Gardens Pty Ltd)

WEED CONTROL

Ph: 5944 3427 Mob: 0428 371 076 Fax: 5944 4031

Solicitors

Angela McPhee  Principal

Competitive fixed price conveyancing, property, wills & probate, motor vehicle 
accidents, debt recovery, insurance & personal injury claims, contract advices.

Standard Wills only $33.00 
First consultation free – Phone 9707 0590 

Shop 1, 6-10 Princes Hwy Beaconsfield

Stamps

Tyre Service

Auto Service Centre 
All Tyre Brands available 

GOOD OLD COUNTRY SERVICE FROM  
A LOCAL WHO KNOWS YOUR NEEDS 

26 Princes Hwy, Beaconsfield         Phone 9707 1593

RURAL MECHANICAL SERVICES
BoB Jackson

Diesel MecHanic
Tractors, Trucks, Earthmoving Equipment etc

Tel: 5968 8059 5 Paternoster Rd
Mob: 0402 433 467 Cockatoo

Real Estate

Real Estate Agent 
PETER DEERING  
Sales & Appraisals

Home AH 5944 3521 
Mobile 0408 332 356

95 Main Street Pakenham 
5941 1111

Printing

DJ PRINTING 
Business cards, Letterheads, 

Invoice books, Flyers etc. 
Continuous Stationary 

All your printing needs for you and your business 
Ph 5944 3385   Fax 5944 4393   Mob 0419 509 481  

143 Stoney Creek Road  Ph. 5944 3320 
Upper Beaconsfield Vic 3808 Fax. 5944 3305 
 Mobile: 0417 356 135 
 Email: larocheair@bigpond.com.au

LA ROCHE AIR
Air Conditioning & Mechanical Services

A.B.N. 36 981 265 804 Licence #29118
Air Conditioning, Mechanical Services, General Plumbing, Water Renewals, 

Heating & Ventilation. Maintenance, Repairs. Split Systems

Paul La Roche

PARIC PLUMBING PTY LTD 
Licence 11624 

All Plumbing & Gas Fitting, Drainage, Roofing, 
Maintenance, Electric Drain Cleaning, Sprinklers 

Eric Chaplin
5944 3312 Mobile 018 998 010


