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Upper Beaconsfield 2005 Citizen of the Year Alison 
Ryan has also been named Cardinia Shire's top citizen. 
She received her Upper Beaconsfield Citizen of the 
Year award at Carols by Candlelight and her Cardinia 
Shire award on Australia Day. 

Alison, who has given nearly 30 years of dedicated 
service to the Upper Beaconsfield community has 
worked at the Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre 
as treasurer and coordinator and has served on the UB 
Kindergarten and Pre school committee, the 
Beaconsfield Upper Primary School and Beaconhills 
College Parents and Friends Committees.  

She was also on the UB Hall committee and 
coordinated the Toy Library. She had also ensured that 
people with a disability were included in community 
programs. She helped produce a book called "From the 
Ashes", the history of the Community Centre, set up 
the UB Primary School yearbook in 1994 and has raised 
funds for the Scouts, schools, kindergarten, Community 
Centre, Maternal and Child Health Centre and village 
fairs. 

Alison moved to Upper Beaconsfield with her 
husband Dan in 1977 and has three children. Being 
involved with her children's activities and various 
groups at the Community Centre has kept her involved 
in the area. "You get a lot more out of it than what you 
put back in, and to be recognised for things that I have 
been involved in has given me so much pleasure," she 
said.  
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Month 36 yr 
average 2005 2006 

Jan 65.5 52.2 81.1 

Feb 53.4 187.0  

Mar 67.1 25.1  

Apr 78.6 44.9  

May 91.1 19.6  

Jun 80.6 49.0  

Jul 79.9 45.4  

Aug 87.3 110.3  

Sep 93.0 78.3  

Oct 99.9 51.1  

Nov 81.1 86.6  

Dec 79.1 90.8  

Total 956.6 840.3  

Rainfall report 
The final month of spring showed improved rainfall resulting 
in a total spring rainfall of 216 mm (av. 274). 
The first two months of summer continued with above 
average rainfall, 171.9 mm (av. 144.6) but was also 
accompanied by higher than average temperatures. 
The annual rainfall for the year 2005 was 840.3 mm, 116.3 
mm below average. 

George Moir 
Readings in mm are taken at Barkala, Emerald-Beaconsfield Road. 

Thanks to these 2006 paid up subscribers 
Jan/Feb 2006 
Anderson S 
Babysitting Club 
Bertram M&B 
Bindley G&S 
Born J 
Bumpstead E&J 
Camp L&F 
Carpenter 
Carter J&B 
Chiron J&D 
Cleary L&M 
Conn G 
Cooper J 

De Haan B 
De Vries J 
Dean M 
Ewenson K&V 
Fisher R 
Fisher S&C 
Frankcombe family 
FoodWorks Supermarket 
Gajnit N 
Hainsworth R 
Hanning P 
Hanson R&D 
Haywood R&O 
Hemme 

Higgott P&K 
Indigenous Nursery 
Jones S&M 
Knight T 
Leonard D 
Levens L 
McConchie J&J 
McCormack A 
McLean I 
Moritz 
O'Brien D 
O'Gallagher C&F 
Oliver S&M 
Pagenstecher 

Pfister J&J 
Pritchard J&L 
Robert N&S 
Sankey family 
Sankey Laura 
Simmons S 
Smith H&B 
Summons D&W 
Topp R 
Wastell R 
Williams S&G 
Wilson C 
Woskoboenko M 

 

The Bell needs YOUR support... 
The 2006 Village Bell $5 subscriptions are needed and would be greatly appreciated from every: residence, business and 
community group by 30 June 2006. 
Payments can be made at the: Community Centre, General Store, Pharmacy and the Post Office. 
It’s our community’s own newsletter, let’s support it!    

       Please cut off 

Village Bell Subs                                   PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY! 
          Full Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
          Address:     __________________________________________________________________________ 
          Amount Enclosed: __________________________ 
                                                                                                                                                           Thank you 

 
For information regarding bushfires 

in your area call 

Victorian Bushfire 
Information Line 

1800 240 667 
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Water issues for UB 
“Australia is the driest inhabited continent in the world 
and yet, per capita, we are amongst the highest users of 
water in the world” (Steve Bracks 2004) 

 
Demand for water will grow; particularly in the 
Cardinia Shire where it is anticipated that population 
growth of the small nearby township of Officer will 
increase from 2,300 today to 30,000 in 10 year’s 
time.  

This would result in a major increase in local 
housing demand, necessitating more land for 
development, and thereby changing the rural 
landscape to urban. As Officer is relatively close to 
Upper Beaconsfield and Guys Hill, there will 
presumably be enormous pressure on housing and 
associated infrastructure development in our rural 
area. As 10 years is not too far into the future, most 
of us will experience the predicted changes to our 
present lifestyle. It is therefore imperative that local 
decisions by our township must decide what can 
(reluctantly) be sacrificed, and what must be 
preserved at all cost. It has historically been shown 
that rural areas close to large population centres, are 
acquired for densely populated housing when 
required, with the pretence of “conservation 
preservation” by creating replacement man-made 
“nature reserves” merely by digging a large hole, 
filling it with water and planting non-indigenous 
trees, shading a boardwalk.   

The predicted climate change to hotter and 
drier weather will not ease the increasing demand 
for water with this increase in population. The 
present initiative of reducing water consumption by 
15% and the improvement of water quality alone will 
not solve the impending shortages. Rural residences 
have different water requirements from urban 
households. We must anticipate the imminent 
changes and formulate protection” strategies for 
Upper Beaconsfield. 

Cardinia Shire presently is compiling a draft 
Sustainable Water Use Plan (which will be available 
for public comment). Some actions by Council to 
address the problems are already underway or 
planned for the very near future. For example the 
Upper Beaconsfield stand pipe in Stoney Creek road 
will be replaced by a flush mounted hydrant to 
facilitate access only by people with a swipe card 
authorized to use the water (this action of removing 
all standpipes will save Council some $6,000 per 
year). 

This will also prevent local residents, and 
farmers from continuing to obtain water at no 
charge. For those residents, some future solutions 
would be to buy water from a contractor, install 
rainwater tanks, dig a dam, and conserve water. 

 
Bert de Haan 

A forum for residents 
At the Upper Beaconsfield Association AGM on Wednesday the 1st of 
Feb the president Keith Ewenson summarized the years activities. 
"Speaking on behalf of the committee consisting of Jennie Vaughan - Vice 
Pres., Bert de Haan - Secretary, Jo Carter - Treasurer, Noel Ridgeway - 
Minute Sec., Laura Levens, Ron Fisher, Anne McCormick, Scott Hathaway 
and Ruth Hainsworth, it gives me pleasure to report on the aspects we 
have considered in the interest of the wider community. The Association 
continues to be a forum for matters of interest and concern to the 
people of Upper Beaconsfield. 

Throughout the year we were able to draw attention to many 
problems and have them addressed by the authorities, but an ongoing 
problem continues to exist in the Village. Safety of pedestrians has not 
been satisfactorily attended to date. The pedestrian crossing was refused.  

An attempt for a roundabout at the intersection of Salisbury and 
Emerald Beaconsfield road ended up on a five year forward plan, which 
provides little satisfaction to the residents harassed by speeding 
motorists today." 

At the last meeting of the Upper Beaconsfield Association it 
resolved to write to VicRoads and the Council on safety issues 
concerning the town. The safety of pedestrians through the Village centre 
continues to be a problem due to the speeding vehicles. The Emerald 
Beaconsfield road continues to be a nightmare to the emergency 
services. Many cars continue to run off the mountain road and crash with 
devastating results to the occupants. The UBA is calling for urgent work 
to be done to the condition of the road in an attempt to minimize the 
occurrence of accidents. 

If you have matters of concern you are invited to join with other 
members of the community and bring your ideas to the next UBA 
meeting 5th April. 

Your new councillors representing our Ranges Ward are Cr Ed 
Chatwin Phone/Fax TBA Mobile 0400920551.Email: e.chatwin@cardinia.
vic.gov.au and Graeme Legge Phone/fax 5968 3961 Email: g.
legge@cardinia.vic.gov.au These are the two people who are elected for 
three years to look after the interests of our area. If you have aspects of 
concern don't hesitate to talk the matters over with them. By 
communicating you will make them better informed and they may be able 
to solve the problem. 

We are please to acknowledge the assistance of the Upper 
Beaconsfield Pharmacy. If you saw the announcement of Citizen of 
the Year at Carols on Christmas Eve, the bouquet that was presented 
was provided by the Pharmacy. In addition to this a substantial donation 
was made to the UBA. Help like this is sincerely appreciated. 

Do you know of anybody who has a keyboard who is prepared to 
lend it for the purpose of providing music at the Carols next Christmas 
Eve? Neil at 5944 3782 would be delighted to hear from you. 

We are fortunate to have the mobile library visit the village weekly. 
The time of their stay is now 12.30pm till 2.30. The friendly staff 
members are extremely helpful in finding what you are looking for. Being 
a part of a regional service, books from other branches can be returned 
to the bus. 

Keith Ewenson 
Upper Beaconsfield Association 
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Albers Road, built 1889 
Claus Albers was born in Hanover, Germany in 1845. 
Emigrating to Australia, he met Pauline Weist whom he 
married in 1875. They had two children, a daughter, Anna 
Pauline born in 1876, and a son Henry August, born in 
1883. 

In 1875 Johann Glismann became the first to select 
land on a bullock track known as the Narre Warren to 
Gembrook Track. Two years later Claus Albers selected 
320 acres next to him. 

Albers selection straddled a section of the track, now 
called Red Hill Road. About half of his selection was north 
of the track, Cardinia Creek forming its northern 
boundary, the remainder, south of the track, had Stoney 
Creek as its southern boundary. Unfortunately the Lands 
Department laid off the southern boundary a short 
distance from the creek, depriving Albers of creek 
frontage access.  

Albers was an able and energetic man. Within two 
years he had not only fenced his selection and built a 37 x 
12 feet three-roomed wattle and daub house, he had also 
cleared some of his land, and planted 5 acres of vegetables 
and fruit trees.  

Shortly after Albers settled, a Government survey 
was made of some vacant land on the north side of the 
track, opposite his southern section, resulting in 

seventeen 20- acre blocks being made available for 
selection.  

The first of these was taken up in 1879 by Henry 
Higgins barrister, later Judge Higgins. He was joined by 
three other legal men and some church dignitaries. 
Although isolated from the village, the area apparently 
appealed to this sophisticated group.  

Some years later, in the winter of 1888, one of the 
group, barrister Warrington Rogers, later Judge Rogers, 
felt the need of a direct road to the town, and wrote 
several letters to the Secretary of Lands proposing this. 
He also discussed with Albers the possibility of putting a 
road from the track through his property, which would 
join an existing road running west from the main road, 
near the Pine Grove hotel.  

The proposed road one chain wide and 20 chains 
long through his property would cause Albers to lose 
about three acres of land.  

Albers agreed to the new road providing the Road 
Board or his neighbours fenced it, and Stoney Creek was 
made his southern boundary. 

Agreement was reached. In October 1888, the Shire 
gave Albers £40 to fence this road, which now bears his 
name, somewhat to the annoyance of the first settlers, the 
Glismanns. 

Later Glismann Road in Beaconsfield was later so 
named, to recognize their early contribution. 

Claus Albers died at his home in September 1892, at 
the very young age of 47 years. His wife took over the 
farm, and assisted by her children ran the property very 
successfully. 

In 1919 Henry is shown as the sole owner of the 
320-acre property. His orchard was noted for its excellent 
cherries, which were produced without the use of 
irrigation. Three of the original cherry trees may still be 
seen on the north eastern corner of roundabout at the 
Albers Road-Red Hill Road junction. 

In October 1939 Henry sold the property to 
orchardists, Percy and Margaret Hamilton. Henry Albers 
was more fortunate than his father, living to the age of 72 
years.  

Charles Wilson 

ADVERTISERS! 
The Village Bell is offering a limited amount of advertising space to 
local businesses, trades and services in the main body of each 
issue. By advertising with us you will reach over 1000 local 
households, as the Bell is posted to all residents.  

Interested? Contact Helen Smith 5944 3219  

SUPERMARKET & LIQUOR STORE 
 

Open 7 days  7:30am~7pm  Mon-Sat 
8am~7pm Sun 

Tel/Fax: 5944 3255 

SHOP LOCALLY—SUPPORT LOCALS 

• GROCERIES 
• FRESH PRODUCE 
• FROZEN FOOD 
• BEER WINE SPIRITS 
• EFTPOS AND CASH OUT FACILITY 
• PHONECARDS—MOBILE AND 

OVERSEAS CALL CARDS 

Your friendly proprietors - Pramod & Anita 
UPPER BEACONSFIELD FOODWORKS 

Shop 8, 4 St Georges Rd Upper Beaconsfield 

History of local place names 
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Carols by Candlelight 
The annual Christmas Eve Carols by Candlelight in Upper 
Beaconsfield included the public debut performance of a youth 
choir made up of young local talent. The choristers included 
members of Berwick Youth Choir, Beaconhills Junior Choir and 
St Margaret's Junior Choir. 

Laura Godham, the 15 year-old choir captain of the group, 
first sang at our Carols about 7 years ago. We are pleased to 
see her back. All rehearsals were lead and conducted by Laura, 
see right, who was assisted in rehearsals by Jessica Ross, also 
15. Laura showed marvellous leadership with the children and is 
to be commended for her efforts. Rehearsals leading up to the 
Christmas Eve concert included a performance for the residents 
of Salisbury House Nursing Home in Upper Beaconsfield where 
both the children performing and the residents took delight in 
sharing the spirit of Christmas 

The choir gave our compere, Greg Ross, the support 
which was lacking last year, and the audience could join in and 
enjoy! Thank you to Greg and his Simon son and pianist, see 
right. Upper Beaconsfield really appreciates your dedication to 
our special night. Thank you to Trudi Paton for organising the 
choir which entertained us, and for providing some of the 
photographs.   

Thanks to the CFA for bringing Santa, Julie Born for 
organising the sweets, and to the children for joining in the 
singing. If we had been indoors, the roof would have been raised 
with Rudolf and the rest. 

Thanks to Neil McDonald, Ron Fisher, Janine and Des 
Mackay, Keith Ewenson, Bert de Haan, Barry Carter and Nick, 
Ben and Lochie Newham for their work in the afternoon setting 
up the lights for Carols. Thank you also to Gary and Ros 
Allison, Barry and Helen Smith for assistance on the 
refreshment stall and cleaning up after the event. 

 
Jo Carter 

5 
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The good news 
from St. John’s 
The members of St. John’s pray that everyone had a safe, 
secure and blessed Christmas / New Year / holiday 
period. May 2006 bring you many blessings. 

 
As expected Christmas was a busy period for us, 

with various ministries coming to a close for Christmas. 
We welcomed Upper Beac Primary school to the church 
for two Christian Religious Education (CRE) end-of-year 
services. The services included a drama acted out by 
students who attend our GLU kids club (God Loves U), 
which showed the love of God for man in becoming a 
man for our sake. We’d like to thank the many parents 
and grand-parents, etc. who were able to come along to 
the services. It was wonderful to see you and I’m sure 
your children loved having you there. 

 
Our Christmas Eve and Day services were well 

attended and we had the opportunity to meet visitors 
from Germany and Seattle, USA, over the break. 

 
After a breathing space in January, we are now 

looking forward to another exciting new year. During the 
second term this year we are running a course, open for 
everyone, called Christianity Explored. This course looks 
at who Jesus is, why did he come and die; and what’s he 
got to do with me. The course will give plenty of 
opportunity for everyone to discuss what they think 
about Jesus. All are welcome and if you have any 
questions or would like to come, please contact me at the 
church (5944 3682). 

Later in the year, when the 
film of the Da Vinci Code has been 
released, we’re planning to hold a 
Da Vinci Night, where we’ll look at 
the challenges raised by the book, 
and test them against historical 
facts. 

We will again be holding a 
number of social events through 
out the year, culminating in our 
fete in November. Work on 
completing the church hall will also 
continue. 

Our Easter Services will be: Good Friday (14th April) 
at 9 am, Easter Sunday (16th April) 8:30 and 10 am. We 
hope to see you there. 

St. John’s Op Shop 
Thank you to everyone who has supported the St. John’s 
Op Shop over 2005, either by your generous donations 
to the shop or your purchases from the shop. We pray 
that your support will continue in 2006. Can I take this 
opportunity to remind you that we are unable to accept 
and sell certain items. We do not have the space for 
household furniture (beds, settees, cupboards, etc). For 
health and safety reasons, we are not allowed to sell 
mattresses, electrical equipment, child / baby equipment 
(e.g. child restraints, cots, etc.). I understand that places 
like the Salvation Army has a large enough organisation to 
handle these things, but please contact them directly to 
confirm this. Thanks again for your support. 

 
Rev. Iain Hanson 

Rev. Iain Hanson  

Bus service Monday to Friday 
Route 838 

Bus Connect  
Route 695 
@ Emerald 

Emerald Upper 
Beaconsfield 

Beaconsfield Trains to city 
depart from 

Beaconsfield 

Berwick Shops Fountain Gate 
Shopping 

Centre 
6.30am 
10.05am 
12.15pm 

6.35am 
10.10am 
12.20pm 

6.55am 
10.30am 
12.40pm 

7.05am 
10.40am 
12.50pm 

7.11am 
10.49am 
1.19pm 

- 
10.45am 
12.55pm 

- 
10.50am 
1.00pm 

Fountain 
Gate 

Shopping 
Centre 

Berwick Shops Trains from city 
depart arrive at 
Beaconsfield 

Beaconsfield 
Station 

Upper 
Beaconsfield 

Emerald Bus Connect  
Route 695 
@ Emerald 

12.40pm 
2.24pm 

- 

12.45pm 
2.29pm 

- 

12.30pm 
2.30pm 
4.23pm 

12.50pm 
2.34pm 
4.40pm 

1.00pm 
2.44pm 
4.50pm 

1.20pm 
3.00pm 
5.10pm 

1.25pm 
3.25pm 
5.15pm 

From Fountain Gate to Emerald via Upper Beaconsfield: 

From Emerald to Fountain Gate via Upper Beaconsfield: 

Courtesy of Cardinia Transit. 
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The recent hot weather combined with lightning strikes created 
a difficult fire situation across the state. Although there were 
no fires in the Upper Beaconsfield area, the Upper Beaconsfield 
fire brigade contributed to the state wide effort of the CFA.  

One of the Upper Beaconsfield trucks with crew 
responded to the Yea fire and participated in the containment 
effort.  

Robbie Irving attended the Kinglake fire as deputy 
striketeam leader with a Pakenham group strike team.  

An Upper Beaconsfield crew went to the Moondarra fire 
to crew a truck that was already there. And two Upper Beac 
members participated in the management team of the 
Moondarra fire.  

Fire restrictions 
Fire restrictions are now in force in the Shire of Cardinia. This 
means that you may not light fires to burn off rubbish, scrub or 
stubble without a written permit.  

On Total Fire Ban days no fires are permitted outside at 
all. For full details of what you can do and can't do see www.
CFA.vic.gov.au . 

 Maintenance of smoke alarms 
A properly maintained smoke alarm can raise the alarm in the 
event of a fire within your house.  

Smoke alarm batteries should have been replaced at the 
change from daylight savings. After changing the battery press 

the test button to make sure the battery 
and alarm work. Some cheap batteries 
available within the area have been found 
not to work. These should be returned to 
the place of purchase for a refund. 

The smoke detection mechanism in modern smoke alarms 
has a useful life of about 10 years. After this time the whole 
smoke alarm needs to be replaced. The test button only checks 
the battery and alarm, not the smoke detection mechanism. 
You can test the smoke detection mechanism with cigarette 
smoke or burnt toast. 

Fence and gate design 
When erecting fences and installing gates consider if a fire truck 
will ever need access.   

CFA tankers need gates to be 3 metres (10 feet) wide to 
be able to get through. Gates of less than this will greatly 
reduce access which will result in the fire doing more damage 
before being controlled. 

Storage of gas bottles 
A house exploded in Perth recently caused by a BBQ gas bottle 
being stored inside without being completely turned off. Gas 
bottles must be stored in well ventilated areas such as garages 
or carports. 

Ron Sawyer 

Fire Brigade keeps busy 

We support the brigade 
The Upper Beaconsfield Rural Fire Brigade Auxiliary is a 
dedicated group of approximately 12 members and we 
endeavour to support and raise funds for our local fire 
brigade. 

Funds are always needed to purchase essential 
equipment that is required, which at the moment includes 
the replacement of a new truck. 

The fire brigade members are a group of hard-
working volunteers who deserve everyone's full support 
for the many and varied jobs they carry out in the 
community. 

The Auxiliary is in the process of organising a dinner 
to be held in a few months time, date to be arranged at 
our next meeting. Please keep an eye out for this 
enjoyable social event. 

We also collect rags and cut rags which are sold to 
local business people. We always need good clean clothing 
and linen etc. This can be left at the fire station, if you 
have any to donate. 

We meet on the last Tuesday of each month at 8 pm 
in the fire station. Next meeting is Tuesday 28th February. 
New members are most welcome. For any enquiries, 
please contact Joan Green on 5944 3962. 

 
Joan Green 

 

The CAR6 NHW area will soon be holding a meeting to elect a 
new committee, and to decide on the frequency of future 
meetings. Unfortunately, the date of this meeting wasn’t available 
at the time of writing, but it will be advertised in the February 
NHW Newsletter, so keep an eye out for that. Please come along 
and show your support for NHW so we can continue to have this 
valuable program running in our area. 

NHW Victoria has recently updated its website, so why 
don’t you logon and have a look? There is lots of information, 
including the Virtual Tours – Virtual House, Virtual Bike, Virtual 
Car and Virtual Building Site, as well as publications, brochures, 
Frequently Asked Questions and more. Just go to nhw.
neighbourhoodwatch.com.au and start clicking!  

If you see anything or anyone suspicious that should be 
reported to Victoria Police, then ring 000, not your local police 
station. Even if it isn’t an emergency, Victoria Police require all 
incidents or reports to be phoned to 000, and they will then 
dispatch the details to the appropriate police station. If you ring 
yourlocal police station direct, they still have to ring 000 to 
record the details, so – remember to call 000 first. 

Jenny Coughlin 
NHW CAR6 Newsletter Editor 

Neighbourhood 
Watch 



Village Bell March  2006 

8 

Online at www.upperbeaconsfield.org..au 

A person, or group of 
persons, has been 
active in the vicinity of 
the Recreation Reserve 
and school area at night 
over the past three 
months or so, breaking 
into the Igloo some five 
times, Pony Club 
Rooms twice and the 
Green Shed/Rover Den 
several times. Once 
inside the buildings, 
they caused 
considerable damage to 
the servery doors and 

fittings and generally left a huge mess to be cleaned up by a 
team of dedicated volunteer committee people.  

Police were called on each occasion and they have 
collected a series of fingerprints from the crime scenes and are 
confident that the offenders will eventually be apprehended.  

Persons have also damaged the reserve security lights, 
smashed the public toilet block service door, removed road 
and other signs and set alight rubbish bins.  

The Recreation Reserve Committee last spring obtained a 
Council grant to plant shrubs and trees around the banks near 
the building complex with approx 50 plants being planted by 
the volunteer members. Within one week all plants had been 
broken off or pulled out and strewn around the area. The 
Committee is loath to spend more time and money to replace 
them for vandals to get their thrills by destroying them again.  

The intruders may live in the local vicinity if under the 
driving age, and all must have parents. Do you know what your 
children are doing when they leave home for some recreation 
with friends in the evening? It may pay you to check because 
the consequences if caught and charged will be severe. Because 
of the seriousness of the latest series of break-ins and property 
damage we ask residents to keep a look out for potential 
intruders as part of our Neighbourhood Watch and report to 
Pakenham Police, who indicate to us that serious charges will 
be laid when they are apprehended.  

There are also considerable safety concerns over the 
riding of unregistered mini bikes/motor bikes along Burton 
Road, particularly at the far end near the walking track and 
inside the Reserve area and on the BMX track. Several local 
residents from nearby have reported to us that they are feeling 
quite uneasy about the potential of these riders to cause harm 
to other users. The police are now fully informed and taking 
the matter in hand, with increased patrols etc. in an effort to 
apprehend the offenders.  

There has been a noticeable increase in the number of 
youths using the Reserve, with at times more than a dozen 
riding bikes and generally congregating on the BMX track. We 
encourage use of our facilities, but again some residents report 
the anti-social behaviour from some of the youths is making 
them uneasy when venturing into the reserve area.  

We are concerned about our community, its facilities and 
our volunteer workers. We are charged with the responsibility 
of providing and maintaining facilities for use by residents, and 
with the limitations of funding and available time for 
volunteers, who all have regular jobs, we are under constant 
pressure to present the best facilities for your use. It is most 
frustrating to find that some elements in the community have 
no respect for our efforts. Can you help the Recreation 
Reserve Committee? 

If you have any clues to the identity of the intruders or 
issues relating to damage please contact Pakenham Police or 
the Recreation Reserve Committee through the Secretary 
Barry Smith (5944 3219) or any other member of the 
Recreation Reserve Committee consisting of President Bob 
Taylor (5944 3645), Richard Halliday, Mark Ferguson, Gavin 
Weidemann, Anne Johnson, Simon Attwood, Brian McPhie, 
Gavin McGill and Shawn Hassall. 

 
Bob Taylor, President 

Barry Smith, Secretary 

Are you online yet? 
When you are next on the Internet, check out www.
upperbeaconsfield.org.au. This website, maintained by 
the UBA, is dedicated to the community of Upper 
Beaconsfield. It is hoped that all local organisations will 
use it, via their own particular group.  
The Village Bell is now available online, and continue to 
be printed and distributed as usual. Please forward all 
information you wish to include, to Bert de Haan, see 
below. The suitability of material submitted will be 
under guidance of the Village Bell and UBA Committee. 
Copyright will be the responsibility of the UBA and the 
Village Bell. 

The website is under construction, and urgently 
needs information from your organisation, such as: 

• Mission statement  
• Timetables of events  
• Contacts  
• History and achievements  
• Logo  
• Photographs  
• Notice board information 
We hope you can assist, and encourage others, to 

make this a useful community communication tool. 
Groups that already have their own website, can have a 
link if required. If you have any constructive suggestions, 
please let us know. 

Bert de Haan 
Secretary, Upper Beaconsfield Association 

foxford@net2000.com.au 

Do you know these people? 
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Welcome back for 2006. It is going to be a busy year with the 
Commonwealth Games only days away. The Centre has had a 
busy start to the year with many new courses being offered and 
participation is high. Thank you to those who are participating 
in and supporting our programs. 

 
We are always looking for ideas for new classes to offer 

the community. Do you have any ideas you would like to share 
with us or do you have any skills we could use to run some new 
courses? Specific ideas we are looking for are in the areas of: 
kids, teenagers and adults, males and females. 

 
One idea we are working on is the "Mens Shed". We 

envisage this to be a place where men can come together and 
share experiences and ideas for men of all ages. Occasional 
guest speakers might speak on topics of interest; from wine 
tasting to wood turning. Please contact the co-ordinators to 
register your interest. 

 
Term 2 will see the return of Chainsaw Maintenance, 

as well as Italian Cooking with well renowned chef Michele 
Usci. Michele has worked as a head chef at Caterina Bar E 
Cucina in Melbourne as well as a tutor of Italian cuisine. 
Sculpture will also be offered again in Term 2. This course has 
proven to be very popular during Term 1. Please contact the 
Centre early to secure a place. 

First aid 
Does your workplace require you to have a current Level 2 
First Aid Certificate? We now offer this as well as all relevant 
updates. We will be offering day and evening classes and will 
also be able to organise training within your workplace. Why 
not make a group booking and receive a discount? Please 
contact the centre for more information.  

Volunteers:- 
Your kids are back at school/creche, so perhaps you might be 
looking for an opportunity to brush up on your office skills and 
the opportunity to get to know your community better? We 
are presently looking for volunteers to assist us in the office. 
Computer skills are not essential, as training will be provided. 
Come and join our friendly team. Please contact the centre for 
more details. 

Aerobics (group exercise), Fitball and strength 
training  
Tutors are required for positions in Level 4 fitness tutors for 
day & evening classes. For more information and employment 
details please contact Alison or Maree on 5944 3484.  

 
UPPER BEACONSFIELD COMMUNITY CENTRE 

Tel: 5944 3484 
10-12 Salisbury Rd Upper Beaconsfield 

Email: ubcc@bigpond.net.au 

News from the Creche 
A big welcome back to all the children for the start of 
2006! We hope you will enjoy playing  and engaging in all 
the activities provided by the wonderful crèche staff. So 
far this term the focus for the children has been on: 
Introductory games/activities and Fish/Beach themes. They 
have also been reaping the rewards of their time in the 
creche garden picking ripe strawberries and tomatoes.  

There are still a few places available, so drop in to 
the crèche, or ring if you would like to book your child/
children in. 

2006 Term Dates: 
Term 1 Mon 30th Jan - Thurs 13th April 
NB. There will be a two week holiday for the 
Commonwealth Games Friday 10th March - Monday 27th 
March.  
Term 2 Mon 17th April - Fri 16th June 
Term 3 Mon 3rd  July - Fri 15th Sept 
Term 4 Mon 2nd Oct - Fri 15th Dec 

 
The crèche is a registered 1 Childcare Centre that offers 
occasional and course care places for pre-school aged 
children.  
Hours: Monday to Friday 8:45am-4:00pm 
The crèche is closed during school holidays and for Public 
Holidays. 

The current crèche fees are: 
Occasional Care 
$6 per hour for a single child 
$ 8  per hour for 2 children  
$9 per hour for 3 children 
$10 per hour for 4 children  
 
Course Care 
$3.50 per hour for a single child 
$ 4.50 per hour for 2 children 
$5.50 per hour for 3 children 
$6.50 per hour for 4 children 
*Fees may be changed from time to time without notice. 

Welcome back to the Centre 
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Wildlife Watch 
First some good news about the white-tailed spider. Recent 
research has revealed that the bite of this species is not life 
threatening as has been attributed to it in the past. 

The four young butcherbirds have become self sufficient 
and the magpie family have discontinued begging outside the 
kitchen window. Young red-wattlebirds and bronzewings were 
seen at the water dishes during summer along with rosellas, 
peewee, blue wrens, white-throated tree creeper, scarlet 
robins, thornbills, eastern spinebills and several other species 
of honeyeater. Two echidna behaviours observed for the first 
time: two bathed together in a small pond, and one that I 
disturbed as dry litter made a loud scrunch under my feet, 
appeared to lift it’s skirts, then actually ran away instead of 
digging in! 

Do you have any written records of arrival of migratory 
birds, nesting of any birds, sightings of moths and butterflies or 
their caterpillars, other insects or plant flowering times? Dr 
Lynda Chambers, c/o Melbourne Bureau of Meteorology 
would be interested to see the list. She is leading a team of 
scientists who are endeavouring to determine what effect 
climate change is having on behaviour of Australian flora and 
fauna. They are hoping the two-year funding will be extended 
and enable an on-going project. If this eventuates records 
begun now will become important. 

Annual rainfall here has fallen from 1091mm in 1982 to 
805.5 in 2005. Some of the wildflowers on my property did 
not even come up and others have not flowered. Those that 
did were often puny and sparse though nodding greenhoods 
flowered in patches of hundreds. Kangaroo grass, Themeda 
australis, was as prolific as ever. Silver banksias that died down 
in 2002 have been struggling to regain vigour and in 2004 had 
only one flower, none last year. Hyacinth orchids did their 
best to flower in November but something, possibly swamp 
wallabies, took the plump buds until after that lovely rain early 
in December. I wonder did other plants then become 
succulent enough for their taste and the orchid buds were 
allowed to open. Or do plants change flavour in self-defence 
as time passes? I noticed that wallabies persisted in eating buds 
from a particular myrtle-wattle bush for three seasons but 
have left them alone since. Flowers of the tiny, dark red, sharp 
midge orchid, Geoplesium despectans, can be expected during 
March and Epacris impressa, our state floral emblem, in May. 

Some local plants that attract birds 
Nectar  (S = seeds also) 
Acrtriche prostrata, trailing groundberry. Winter 
Acrtriche serrulata, honeypots. Spring 
Banksia marginata, silver banksia. Winter 
Banksia spinulosa, hairpin banksia. Winter 
Billardiera scandens, appleberry creeper. Spring 
Clematis aristata, mountain clematis Spring 
Correa reflexa, common correa. Winter 
Epacris impressa, Victoria’s floral emblem. Winter 
Eucalypt species 
Hakea nodosa, yellow hakea. Winter (S) 
Hakea sericia, bushy hakea Spring (S) 
Hakea teretifolia, dagger hakea. Summer (S) 
Hakea ulicina, furze hakea. Spring (S) 
Hardenbergia violacea, purple coral-pea. Spring (S) 

Keneddia prostrata, running postman. Summer 
Leptospermum occidentalis, prickly tea-tree. Spring 
Leptospermum mersinoides, heath tea-tree. Spring 
Mazus  pumilio, swamp mazus. Summer 
Melaleuca squarrosa, scented paperbark. Spring 
Pandorea pandorana, wonga vine. Spring 
Xanthorrhoea minor, small grass-tree. Summer 

For butterflies and other insects 

Bursaria spinulsoa, sweet bursaria. late Winter 
Dillwynia sericea, showy parrot-pea. Spring 
Helichrysum scorpioides, button everlasting. Late Spring 
Joycea pallida, silvertop, or red-anther wallaby grass. Summer 
Kunzea ericoides, burgan. Summer  
Lomandra longifolia, spiny-headed mat-lily. Spring  
Microlaena stipoides, weeping grass. Summer 
Platylobium obtusangulum, common flat-pea. Late Spring 
Stylidium graminifolium, trigger plant. Spring 
Themeda australis, kangaroo grass. Summer 

Lomandra, acacia and many grasses are host plants for 
moth and butterfly larvae. Small birds such as fairy wrens and 
thornbills find insects on all plants, swamp wallabies enjoy 
spiny-headed mat-rush and half-ripe kennedya seeds, yellow-
tailed black cockatoos eat hakea seeds, gang-gangs have a 
particular liking for seeds of long-leaf box and burgan seeds 
attract rosellas. 

Laura Levens 

Below:  A brown leaf moth caterpillar and a twig. Which is which? 
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I would like to thank the Beaconsfield Upper Primary School 
(BUPS) community for welcoming me as their new Principal. 
Our monthly Monday morning teas and the school welcome 
BBQ have given me the opportunity to meet many of the 
parents and a feel for the school's welcoming, caring and 
supportive culture. Their support and well wishes has made it 
easier for my quick settling into the school community and the 
positive start to the school year. My background includes 
eighteen years as a class teacher, three years experience as an 
Assistant Principal and seven years as a Principal in rural and 
city schools. Such experience has prepared me well for the 
challenges of each new year. I look forward to working 
together with our community in providing the best learning 
opportunities for our children, where learning is a fun and 
exciting event and where everyone's potential is fully utilised. 

The start of the year has been an exceptionally good one 
at BUPS with a smooth start for the children, especially our 
Preps. Excitement filled the air as parents, grandparents, 
siblings and kindergarten teachers were present to be a part of 
the children's first day at school. Already the Preps have 
established a school routine, being looked after by their grade 
6 buddies, having a Teddy Bears’ Picnic and participating in our 
annual intensive swimming program. The Preps have settled 
well as a result of the school's extensive Prep Orientation 
Program. 

Unlike the "good old days" when some of us started 
school in a class of 40 plus, this year at BUPS, we have 
successfully managed to have small class averages. Our Prep to 
grade 2 classes average 20 and the overall class average for the 
school is 23. Much lower than the state average. Additionally, 
children will receive specialist lessons in the Visual and 
Performing Arts, Physical Education, Outdoor Education, 
Library and Information and 
Communication 
Technologies. Our 
involvement in the RACV 
HPV (Human Powered 
Vehicle) has already 
commenced with a number 
of our children and teachers 
taking part in the first HPV 
training day on the 5th 
February. This excellent 
extension learning 
opportunity will see our 
children involved in events 
during the year and the 
grand competition day at 
Maryborough in November, 
where last year they were 
successful in winning the 
triathlon race. Regular 
practices are being held at 
the Monash University - 
Berwick Campus. 

Stage 1 of the building 
works is nearing completion 
and we should be moving 

into the new wing 
before the end of 
term 1. The new 
buildings include four 
spacious classrooms, 
general office, 
Principal and 
Assistant Principal 
offices, a meeting 
room, staffroom, 
first aid room, a 
teachers' resource 
centre, cleaners 
store and toilets. 
The installation of the best fibre optic will accommodate the 
new high speed ICT equipment that will be used by our 
children. 

The new building will be the new school entrance. Plans 
are underway to install a cluster of play equipment near the 
corner of Stoney Creek Road and the school's car park.   

It is hoped that funding for stage 2 of the proposed 
building works is approved in the State Government budget 
and therefore work should commence before the end of this 
year. Stage 2 will see the building of an additional six 
classrooms and staff offices, near the new wing.     

I'm thoroughly looking forward to leading BUPS 
community through an exciting chapter in the school's history. 

 
Nick Karanzoulis 

Introducing the new principal 

Below: Prep buddies enjoy their teddy bears’ picnic 
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Cardinia 
Catchment 
Landcare 

 
We are becoming active again having had a welcome 
break over December and January. The plantings 
completed in spring are doing well thanks to good follow 
up rains. 

Our first meeting for the year is on Tuesday 
February 28th at the Old Shire Offices Pakenham, at 
7.30 pm and anyone interested is most welcome to 
attend. 

We will be deciding on properties to be planted in 
autumn. So far these include properties in Upper 
Beaconsfield, Officer, Guys Hill and Harkaway. Each will 
receive 500 plants, guards, stakes and weed mats and 
assistance with planting. Where fences are necessary 
financial assistance is also available. Properties requiring 
more than 500 plants receive a second planting in the 
following season. 

Our first event for the year will be a visit to three 
properties planted in 2003. We are looking forward to 
seeing how the plants are progressing. This will take 
place on Sunday March 5th and includes properties in 
Harkaway, Officer and Clyde. 

Assistance with planting is always needed and any 
offers of assistance would be welcome. Plantings 
commence from 9.30 am and finish with lunch provided 
by the landowner. All properties are different and it is 
very interesting seeing what is happening on other 
people's properties. 

If you have any queries please contact Joan 
Szalman - 9707 3247 or Margaret Cromb - 9707 2415. 

Upper Beaconsfield Indigenous Nursery 
Work continues apace at the nursery with orders for 
more than 15,000 plants for autumn. We need 
considerably more than this to meet the requirements 
of local residents and the Shire of Cardinia and City of 
Casey. 

 Another shade house with a watering system is to 
be erected to house the extra plants so as to avoid 
calling on volunteers to operate a watering roster. 

The nursery relies on volunteer assistance to 
produce this many plants and we are most grateful to 

these people. If you enjoy 
messing with plants you could 
join us! 
We now have nesting boxes 
available for purchase. These 
are purpose built homes for 
small bats, ringtail possums and 
sugar gliders. Rosella, brushtail 
possum and kookaburra homes 
are also available on order if 
requested. 
The nursery is open on Fridays 

from 10.30 am-5 pm. It is located in Halford Rd behind 
the Post Office.  

Margaret Cromb 
Cardinia Catchment Landcare 9707 2415 

The Babysitting Club 
This Club consists of a fabulous group of local women who 
baby-sit each other's children. It works on a no pressure 
points system: 
1 point per hour between 7 pm-12 am 
and 2 points per hour between 5-7 pm 
and after midnight. 
It's a great way to meet mums and 
families and it's a no cost babysitting 
service. If you think you might be 
interested, please contact Sarah Sankey 
Tel: 5944 3415 

Immunisation dates for 2006 
The dates for the Cardinia Council Immunisation schedule in 
Upper Beaconsfield  are now the 3rd Wednesday of each 
month. For information about immunisation, please call 
Cardinia Shire Council’s Environmental Health Unit on 5945 
0444. Please Note: Immunisation sessions are NOT conducted 
on public holidays 

Maternal and Child Health office hours 
Nurse in charge- Barbara Jackson 
Upper Beac Community Centre  Tel: 5944 3253 
Thursdays  9-12 pm   1:30-4:30 pm  Appointment Only  
*Barb may also be contacted at the Health Centre in Cockatoo 
on Tues, Wed and Fri on 5968 8552 

Immunisation Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Upper Beaconsfield  
Community Complex 
Salisbury Rd 
9:15-9:45am 

     
Wed 18              

 
Wed 15 

 
Wed 15 

 
Wed 19 

 
Wed 17 

 
Wed 21 

 
Wed 19 

 
Wed 16 

 
Wed 20 

 
Wed 18 

 
Wed 15 

 
Wed 20 

Maternal and Child Health care 
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Red Cross calling 
Red Cross Calling is to be held a fortnight earlier this year, 
because of the Commonwealth Games. Dates are from 13 
February to 13 March.  40 local volunteer callers will 
endeavour to call on all homes in the area of Upper 
Beaconsfield, Dewhurst, Guys Hill and a small section of 
Beaconsfield north of the highway. Upper Beaconsfield 
residents are extremely supportive of Red Cross and last year 
$5,959-45 was donated. If you are not home when the 
volunteer calls and you would like to donate, contact Barbara 
Jackson (5944 3554) Red Cross Calling Area Coordinator. 

By the time the Village Bell is published, the Berwick/
Upper Beaconsfield Red Cross Unit will have had a presence 
at the Berwick Show with information on the work of Red 
Cross both Internationally and at a local level. Hopefully many 
will have visited the stand and spoken with members. Last 
year the Unit gained a number of very enthusiastic new 
members and hopefully with the display more can be 
encouraged to join. 

Red Cross Victoria has been active during the bushfires 
and several of the Unit's members have put in many long, hot 
and tiring hours with Red Cross Emergency Communications 
(RECOM) handling evacuee registration and other 
communications. 

The Christmas Raffle was drawn at the Unit's Christmas 
luncheon at the Pine Grove Hotel on 9 December. The first 
prize of pearl jewelry was won by S. Parsons, second prize a 
$50 voucher donated by the Berwick Inn went to Pam 
Connell and the third prize, wine and chocolates, was won by 
Unit member Nel Appelman 

Also at the luncheon, Regional Chairman Jennie 
Coventry presented Mary Kelly with her 10-year service 
medal.   

Thanks to all who purchased Red Cross Christmas 
cards, diaries, calendars etc.   The Unit achieved $4,005 in 
sales of Christmas merchandise. Of this total, the wonderful 
volunteer staff at the Berwick Mechanics Institute Library 
handled sales of $1,682-35. 

The Library also has a box for used stamps to aid Red 
Cross. Even such a small thing as tearing the stamps from mail 
can raise a considerable sum of money. Between July 1 and 
early December, stamp sales by Red Cross Victoria raised 
over $4,000. 

The Red Cross shop in Pakenham welcomes donations 
of clean saleable clothing, manchester, books and small bric-a-
brac items. If possible bring items into the shop during 
opening hours, rather than leave outside or in the donation 
bin. This avoids any spoilage of your generous donation. All 
Op-shops and charity run shops would like to spread this 
message. Donations are wonderful, but please do not think of 
these places as your hard rubbish collection point!   

 
Barbara Jackson     5944 3554 

Berwick/Upper Beaconsfield Red Cross Unit 

Starting a new year 
The children have started back at Kinder and Pre-Kinder ready 
for another action packed year. At Kinder the teaching staff 
members are Therese and Trish with able assistance from 
Naomi and Allison. And at Pre-Kinder Trish and Allison take 
care of things. All of them are very excited about the year 
ahead. The Kinder children are already starting to settle into 
Kinder with many exciting activities planned including a beach 
party where they get to dress in their beach clothes. 

Playgroup 
Playgroup is held at the Pre-Kinder building in McBride Road. 
This is an excellent chance to meet new people while your child/
children are kept busy with the many activities on offer, such as 
painting, drawing, playing in the newly created sand pit etc. For 
more information and session times and availability please 
contact Di on 5968 5375. 

Life membership 
As was mentioned in the last Village Bell Cherylle Hampton 
received a life membership for her tireless dedication to the 
Kinder community over the past four years. This was awarded 
to her in front of friends and family at the Annual General 
Meeting of the Kindergartens in November, see photo above. 

New committee 
At the recent AGM a new committee was elected with a mix of 
some old faces and many new faces joining the Kinder 
committee. President - Margaret Jones, Vice-President 
(Fundraising) - Kritsy Pentland, Secretary - Janice Miller, 
Assistant Secretary - Sharon Pedder, Treasurer - Kitty Kiker, 
Assistant Treasurer - Catherine Dack, Enrolments (Pre-
Kinder) - Karine McGill, Enrolments (Kinder) - Susi Sironic. 

Enrolments 
If you are interested in the Kinder or Pre-Kinder please make 
sure to get your enrolments in as places can fill very quickly for 
next year. Pre-Kinder enrolment enquiries please contact Karine 
on 5944 3238 and Kinder please contact Susi on 5944 3074. 

 
Philippa Meyer 

Vice-President (Marketing) 
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Always eager 
to care 
The Care Group had another active 
year in 2005, providing friendly visits 
to those looking for company, 
emergency financial relief to some, assistance in the form of 
practical jobs around the home, emergency firewood and 
transport. The most frequently requested form of assistance in 
the community, not surprisingly, is for transport. Two thirds of 
the calls on the services of the Care Group in 2005 were for 
assistance with transport.  

 
Responding to these requests has kept the Care Group 

active, but not at full capacity. The Care Group has a 
committed committee and valuable volunteers, eager to help. 
The Committee members believe that there are needs in the 
community that we are not hearing about. So we are asking all 
residents to be alert to those in the community who may be 
struggling for one reason or another, and to encourage people 
to contact the Care Group for help.  

 
As well as providing special assistance to those in need, 

the Care Group has a role in building community cohesion and 
wellbeing. Hence our sponsoring of the Community Week 
gatherings in February each year. Hopefully these gatherings 
have provided many in the community with valuable contact 
with those in their neighbourhood this February. These 
gatherings may not be everyone's idea of an outstanding social 
occasion, but it does help to build some familiarity and bonds 
with neighbours whom we may one day rely on for vital help.  

 
The Care Group wishes all in the community a happy and 

fulfilling year. We are here, waiting and eager to be of 
assistance. Try us. Contact: Annette Walker (Coordinator) - 
5944 3574; Rosemary Bryen - 5944 3401 

 
Matt McDonald 

On behalf of the Care Group 

Camera club news 
Are you interested in 
photography? Pakenham 
Camera Club provides a local 
venue where you can learn to 
use your camera better and 
will have the opportunity to go 
on outings with friends, attend 
workshops and enter graded 

competitions to help improve your photography.  

The club recently held a night photography outing and 
workshop so members could learn about low light 
photography and time exposure.  

Club members range from beginners to seasoned 
amateurs and professionals who all enjoy sharing their 
knowledge. John Fowler of Guys Hill is a local who is 
involved with the club. He is on the national exhibition 
committee and loves to photograph the bird life on his 
property (especially the kookaburras)  

The club runs the Pakenham National Photographic 
competition and exhibition (held under Australian 
Photographic Society approval) and a Secondary Schools 
competition that invites students from the Cardinia and 
Casey Councils to enter.  

The National Exhibition is one of only four run in 
Victoria and will be held at Cardinia Cultural Centre from 
5th May to 7th May 2006 showcasing some of the highest 
quality photos from around Australia. The organizing 
committee is keen to have many local photographers 
represented. You don't have to be a club member to enter 
as it is open to all.  

Print categories include Open Color, Photojournalism, 
Open Monochrome, Rural Australia, Architecture, People/
portrait, Creative Experimental and Under 25 Years of Age 
Open. Slide categories are Open, Photojournalism, Rural 
Australia and People portraiture. Entries must be in by 
Friday 10th March 2006.  

 
For entry forms or club information contact: 
Laurelei Vincent: National Exhibition Secretary  Ph. 9707 
5481 or Rosie Chatfield: Club President Mob. 0413 584 703  
or email - pakenhamnational@hotmail.com Victorian Carriage Driving 

Championships 
Will be held 11-13th March 2006, at Catani Recreation 
Reserve Melways Ref: 612 S7, Vic Country Roads Ref: 96 C5 
 
The sport for people of all ages 
and all types of horses & ponies! 
Carriage Driving—the most fun 
you can have sitting down!!  
For more information, please 
contact Janice Gorick 
Tel 5942 8485.  
Please note: No dogs allowed. 
 
Affiliated with the Australian 
Carriage Driving Society 

Cardinia Ratepayers and Residents 
Assoc. Inc. 
We wish to thank those residents and ratepayers who 
supported CRRA recommended candidates in the Council 
election, 26th November 2005. We wish to congratulate the 
newly elected councillors and trust they will receive your 
support over the next 3 years. 
Contact:  5942 7739 or 5941 9335 
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Upper Beaconsfield Toy Library  
More than 400 toys for children aged from birth to 6 years  

Who can join? Anyone who cares for children, we 
have mums, dads, grandparents, carers, living between 
Avonsleigh and Cranbourne. 
 
What can I borrow? 4 items per family consisting of 1 
large toy and 3 small toys  
 
Loan period: the popular toys are 1 week loans; all 
other toys are 2 weeks. Members have the option to 
change toys weekly. Closed during school holidays. 
 

Booking toys: A booking systems is in place for the 
more popular toys, please note this is an honestly system 
and not followed up by the committee. 
Parties: members may borrow extra toys for a party 
but they must take toys at the end of a session, 
(10.30am) and return 9.30am the following week. 
More information needed: Call Susie 59 443 074 
Membership is an inexpensive $20.00 per Year 
Payable Direct To Upper Beaconsfield Community 
Centre 

Term 1 Events 

Silent Auction 
Why not get yourself a bargain and bid for a Pixie Photo 
package valued at $315.95 it includes 25 cm x 33 cm colour 
portrait and a three pose collection. There will also be 
other items available auctions to bid for. Just call into the 
UBCC and put your name, contact details and your bidding 
price on the auction sheet. Highest bidder will be decided 
during coffee and chat. 
 
Paul’s milk caps promotion 
Collect your Pauls milk caps bring them to the library; we 
receive money for every cap that is returned. 
 
Oral B Toothbrush Sale 
Buy your discounted toothbrushes from the toy Library. 
 
Cuppa & chat 9th March from 9.30 am 
Borrow your school holiday toys then join in and meet 
other local families over a cuppa at the Upper Beaconsfield 
Community Centre.  

• Dress ups 
• Electronic toys 
• Videos/DVDs 
• Outdoor play sets 

• Puzzles 
• Bikes/cars/trucks 
• Construction sets 
• Educational toys 

Donations 
Did you know that the toy library accepts donations of good 
quality toys, videos, DVDs etc? The toys will be made 
available for borrowing by the toy library members.  
 
Please contact any of the committee members for further 
information or leave donation at the Centre during the Toy 
Library Open Times – Thursday mornings 9.30 – 10.30 am. 

Why not consider the community hall! 
It has plenty of room, a good kitchen and a lovely park at the rear. 

Call Helen on 5944 3219 to find out about our very reasonable 
children’s daytime party deal. 

Looking for  a great venue 
for a child’s party? 
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Beaconhills Golf Club 
wins Pro Am of the Year  

Upper Beaconsfield had its name in 
lights when Beaconhills won of Best 
Pro Am for 2005 (prize money 
between $10,000 and $20,000) at 
the PGA Victorian Division Awards 
Night in January. This award is 
determined from the votes of 
professional golfers on the pro am 
circuit. 
 

The Club has now shifted all its focus to the 2006 
Beaconhills NSD Homes Pro Am which will be held on March 
3. Admission is free all day to watch the 'up and coming' and 
'well established' professional golfers take on the Old Course 
and put their hand up for a share of the $10,000 prize pool. 
There are two hit offs; one at 8am and the second at 1pm and 
it is a great opportunity to watch the pros play a local course. 

 
Beaconhills' Members are extending an open invitation to 

the local community to join us for a night of FREE 
entertainment by the Love Bugs on the night of the pro am, 
March 3. The Love Bugs will play the dance floor hits of the 
50s, 60s & 70s from 7.30 pm onwards and are sure to get 
singing along. Food and beverages will be able to be 
purchased throughout the evening however there will be no 
BYO. For further information please contact the club on 5945 
9210.   

 
In membership news, we welcome all the new members 

from Upper Beaconsfield, particularly the group of young 
juniors who have recently joined. The club's junior program is 
conducted on a Saturday afternoons from 2pm onwards and 
enables children of all ages to experience golf and develop a 
good understanding of the game and all its facets. Under 15 
membership costs under $160 for a full year, which includes 
insurance whilst on the golf course. If you have Monday 
mornings free, why not join us for some LOW STRESS 
GOLF. It is open to ladies and men and is a great opportunity 
to play nine holes in a relaxed environment with other 
'beginner' golfers. It is a 'pay as you play' system and you are 
welcomed to come in for a cuppa and lunch at the conclusion 
of your round.   For more information on Low Stress, the 
Junior Program or General Membership, please call the club 
on 5945 9210 or email info@beaconhillsgolf.com.au. 

 
A friendly reminder to all local residents that when they 

enter the club's property for a walk, they do so at their own 
risk. On behalf of the Board of Directors we ask that if local 
residents do decide to walk on the property that they take 
full care and are aware of golfers around them. To date; there 
has not been an incident and we would like to keep it that 
way! 

Danie Myer 

Tennis results 
Our Club Championships were held at the end of 
2005, congratulations to the winners. 
Mens Open Singles: Paul Osborne def Callen 
O'Brien 
Mens Open Doubles: Michael Blackman & Peter Puts 
def Mark Butler & Luke Butler 
Junior Boys Singles: Brett Hillier def Matt Corney 
Junior Girls Singles: Laura Scott def Sophie Gajnik 
Boys Round Robin: Simon Prowse def Michael Puts 
Girls Round Robin: Melissa Butler def Daphne Briffa 

Congratulations 
Mid Week Ladies finished the season with two premier 
flags. Congratulations to: 
Section 3: Karen Perrin, Linda Wilkinson, Jacqui 
Scanlon, Vicki Trait and Maxine Martin 
Section 5: Kerryne Condos, Jowina Huijbregsen, 
Sheena Dunn, Teresa Cooper, Kay Meredith and Anna 
Bowen. 
Congratulations also to the night tennis winners 
Monday: Ian Stanley, Leonie Collins, Glen Burridge and 
Andrew Brockman 
Thursday: Kerrie Stanley, Ed Antoniotti, Lindsay Byrne 
and Pam Mickle 
Congratulations to Rob and Tania Zalisz on the arrival 
of Hannah. 

New season 
Saturday Seniors Tennis new season starts at the end 
of April. Any enquiries phone Peter Durkin on 5944 
3765. 
Junior registrations are now being accepted for the 
next season, commencing in April. Enquiries please 
phone Leonie Collins 5944 3596. 
 
Ladies Open Singles Championship was held on Sunday 
5 February - Laura Scott def Caitlin Butler. 
 

Mary Winther 
 

• Don’t get out and run 

• Pull over onto cleared area 

• Put headlights & hazard lights on 

• Shut windows & vents and get below window 
level 

• Cover exposed skin but not with synthetic 
material 

• When fire has passed get out of car 

If caught on the road in a bushfire 
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Cricket Club 
As the season draws to a close it does not look 
like any of the seniors will make the finals. The 
first side looked the most likely but an 
unfortunate injury to the most consistent 

batsman in the side, Dave Taylor, who broke a bone in his hand 
in the second round after Christmas saw the batting strength 
weakened. Coupled with James Haupt going overseas after 
playing four games in which he took over 20 wickets, saw the 
bowling weakened also. 

However Luke Pitcher hit a fine century against Nyora in 
round 7, which saw the team win their third game in a row but 
this was followed by a loss to Tooradin in the next game. 

The good news is we have probably had about 40 players 
play in the seniors this year, which is a good sign. 

The juniors are going from strength to strength and now 
have 40 players registered. This is a great sign for the future of 
the club. There are two under 12 sides one coached by Tony 
Joyce and the other by Derek Browne and they have both 
improved enormously this year and have had a fair amount of 
success. 

The U14 have been coached by Marty Oke and Shawn 
Hassall and after being easybeats last season have turned into a 
very competitive unit, which is great to see. There are a 
number of U12s playing Friday night and then also playing in the 
U14's on Saturday morning and doing very well. They have won 
three games to this point. 

Next season we are looking to run two U12 sides and two 
U14 sides and we are hoping to enter an U16 side for the first 
time for about five years. If we can do this it will be a great 
boost to the club because once you get to the U16 level these 
boys can start playing senior cricket in the lower grades. 

We are also hoping to recruit a number of supporters, 
parents etc to help run the club, with a large number of juniors 
coming through it is time to start getting some proper fund 
raising going and organised through a committee responsible for 
just that. There are many jobs that can be done around the 
cricket club, which would not require people to be on the 
committee but would be of great help to those who are. 

The ground condition has caused some concern this 
season and we have had some discussion with council about 
short and long term strategies to help with this problem. 
Hopefully some money will be forth coming from council to 
give us some help in this area. One of the main concerns right 
through the area we live in is that sporting facilities do not seem 
to be keeping up with the population growth and the ones we 
do have are bursting at the seams with the amount of traffic on 
them especially in the football season. Perhaps everybody 
interested in their children having adequate numbers of sports 
grounds in this area in the future to play on may like to discuss 
these issues with their local council and local politicians. If 
something is not done and soon, the grounds we have will be 
ruined beyond repair anyway because of overuse. 

Security at the igloo has also been a big issue this year with 
the cricket club having been broken into at least three times so 
far this season via the igloo. I would urge all residents of Upper 
Beaconsfield to report suspicious behaviour at the Recreation 

Reserve and Igloo to report this to police. This whole area is a 
community facility for everyone's use and it is very annoying to 
see this area broken into and vandalised. 

On the social side, the club is holding a quiz night on the 
4th March at the clubrooms. This is organised by Dave Taylor 
and Andy Haythorpe. The Noblett award for the best player in 
the club, chosen from all sides, will be held on the 11th March 
at the clubrooms. Presentation night will be at the Pine Grove 
Hotel on Friday 31st March. This will be a combined night for 
seniors and juniors, and we urge all players, supporters and 
friends to come along. 

Richard Edwards 
 

Up and running 
Scouts are up and running for another exciting year.   During 
the summer break some members of our group attended the 
"Venture" in Sydney. This is similar to the Jamboree for 

Scouts but is for Venturers. A great 
time was had by all, with great 
activities, lots of fun and excellent 
fellowship.  
Our Cubs have already started their 
programme for Term 1 which will 
include games, swimming, codes and 
signals and recognition of the 
Commonwealth Games, plus a couple 
of important ceremonies. If you have a 
son or daughter aged between 7 and 10 
who are interested in joining please 

contact Wendy Wood on 5944 3615 to find out more. 
Scouts have started the term off with swimming at 

Casey Arc and a fundraiser Sausage Sizzle on Sunday at 
Bunnings to raise funds for the Jamboree at Elmore in January 
2006. The big event this term is the Aqua Camp probably at 
the Hazelwood pondage in early March. If you would like to 
know more about Scouts, Venturers and/or Rovers, please 
ring our Group Leader Paul Deady on 5944 4248. 

The extension to the Igloo to replace the old pavilion is 
progressing through the planning stage. We are holding a 
fundraiser towards the cost of the extension, on Saturday 8th 
April from 6.30-9.30 pm at "Kids Space" in Hallam. Kids Space 
is an exciting outer space indoor playing party centre for 
children. Cost is $20 per family and you can get all the details 
by contacting Cathy Hermans on 5944 3954. 

Roger Gordon 
Group President 

Kids Space! 
Indoor party play centre  

A fun family outing in support of the Scouts 
April 8 

Features include: 
High activity wall, high fairground slide, high vertical slide, dual 

twister slide, high flying black hole, and more… 
Tel Cathy 5944 3954 


