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The May State Budget delivered the 
good news that the Upper Beaconsfield 
community wanted to hear for quite 
some time.  Under the Brack’s 
Government’s Victorian School Plan, 
Beaconsfield Upper Primary School is 
included in the first stage of the schools 
modernisations program.   

The school will receive the 
necessary funding to undertake stage 2 
of our capital works program which 
includes six state of the art classrooms, 
indoor/outdoor toilets and a large 
program preparation area.  The new 
building will house the Prep-grade 2 as 
well as the latest electronic and digital 
learning tools.  The new building will 
replace the temporary portable 
buildings that have been a feature at 
BUPS for a long time, and add to the 
other new buildings that were 
completed early last year.  Along with 
the new building, more play equipment 
will be installed and the basketball court 
upgraded. 

Member for Gembrook Tammy 
Lobato recently visited our school to 
personally share the exciting news, 
pictured right with Principal Nick 
Karanzoulis and School Council President 
Gavin McGill. We look forward with 
great anticipation at the prospect of 

having the majority of the students 
housed in new buildings from the start of 
the 2008 school year. 

 

Other news 
As part of the visual arts program at 

BUPS, children’s music lessons are 
complemented with instrumental lessons 
in keyboard, recorder, guitar, bass, drums 
and the violin.  With more than one third 
of the school population learning to play 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Funding announced for next 
stage of school upgrade  



Rainfall report 
The last 12 months figures (May-April) show the seriousness of the 
drought and the resulting low water storage, even with restrictions. In 
this period there was only one month (July) in excess of the 38-year 
average, and four months below 30mm (2006 Jun and Oct, 2007 Feb and 
April). The summer three months resulted in a rainfall of 134.5mm (av. 
200.2mm) and a 2007 year to date total of 169.1mm (av. 266mm). We 
can only hope the end of the drought comes soon and replenishes the 
water catchments. 

George Moir 
Readings in mm are taken at Barkala, Emerald-Beaconsfield Road. 

2007 Village Bell Subs $5      PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY! 
 Full Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 Amount Enclosed: __________________________ 
 Thank you for your support 

Village Bell subscriptions for 
2007 
The Village Bell is our community’s newspaper and is 
written, edited, compiled and collated by volunteers. It 
is produced 4 times a year and is delivered to every 
letterbox in Upper Beaconsfield by Australia Post.  
Each household is asked to pay $5 for their annual 
subscription which helps to pay for the Village Bell’s 
production. Subs for 2007 are now due and can now 
be paid at either: the Community Centre, General 
Store, Pharmacy or Post Office.  
 
If you find it easier to pay by internet banking, please 
send payment to  
Commonwealth Bank of Australia 
Account Name: Upper Beaconsfield Association 
Incorporated 
BSB  063-549        Account number 0080-0228 
Make sure you tag your payment with your name and 
VB Subs so we know who sent it. 
 
Thank you to those who have already subscribed this 
year, see below: 

Airlie, Peg & Norman 
Anderson, Tania 
Anon 
Bain, John 
Bakos, A 
Batson, S & S 
Benson, Ray & Ann 
Benson/Edis Family 
Berwick Mechanics Institute 
& Library 
Bilton, Kim 
Born, Phil & Julie  
Boura, N 
Bowman, Helen 
Brens, G & Ziero, S 
Bryen Family 
Buck, Ellen 
Buck, Noel 
Budge, D 
Bumpstead Family 
Burridge, Glenn & Linda 
Carpenter, D.N. 
Carter Family 

Conn, Melinda & Andrew 
Cooper, J & M 
Cordy, Stuart & Annette 
Cornthwaite, M & W 
Cougan, Catherine 
Cousins, L & P 
Darlington, Jnae & Gary 
Day, H A 
de Riggs, Theresa 
Edwards, P & M Robertson 
Eibl, Mark 
Elderidge, L 
Fenby family 
Fenton, Laurie 
Field, Doug & Brenda 
Fischer, Michael 
Fischer, N. 
Fisher, R & L 
Fisher, Ron & Lyn 
Fitzgerald, B & M 
Florence, K 
Floyd, J & C 
Flynn, Hilda & Ray 

Francey, R & S 
Fries, Gerhard & Anne 
Gilberthorpe, N & M 
Gibson, George & Jill 
Golding, P & L 
Grant, R.O & D.M. 
Grey, Rob & Julie 
Hainsworth, R 
Hale, Ken & Robyn 
Halls, Jasper & Carmel 
Hamilton, S.P. & B.D 
Hapke, U 
Harris, Denise & Robert 
Haywood, R & O 
Howard, L & M 
Jackson, G & B 
Jeffs, Janice & Leigh 
Jephcott, R & G 
Johnson, Anne 
Jolly, Graham & Gay 
Jones, G & S & D 
Jones, Mrs A 
Jupp, Anne & Anthony 

Kilmartin, Tom & Daisy 
Kloester, Helen 
Knight, V.R. ( Tony) 
Leggeret, William 
Leitl Family 
Levens Family 
Lipshut, Vivien & Peter 
Mackenzie Family 
Marshall, Sheila & Colin  
McDonald, Neil & Pam 
McGoughan, J&B 
McLaghlin 
Middleton, S & Jeff Carter 
Miller, Bruce 
Miller, Gary & Jan 
Moir, George 
Morris, Audrey 
Newham Family 
O'Brien, Mary & Denis 
O'Donovan, T & J 
O'Gallagher, Cheryl & Ferg 
Ogilvie, B & S 
Palmer, Petra 

Palmer, Petra (2) 
Patterson, Jenny 
Pekel, Ailsa 
Porritt, Tony 
Rann, Chris 
Rees, J 
Richmond, Darren 
Rocke, Cameron & 
Marianne 
Rose, Peter 
Sankey, Andrew & Sarah 
Sankey, Laura 
Schoonderwaldt family 
Scott, Jenny, Fred & Emily 
Sinclair Family 
Sinclair, Rob & Bev 
Smith, Barry & Helen 
Smith, Kathryn 
Spencer, C & Archer, F 
Stanley family 
Stanton Family 
Stewart, Flo & Derry 
Summons, D & W 

Sumsion, Kris 7 Sonia 
Symons Family 
Thompson, Peter & Fiona 
Trezise, Jan & Geoff 
Tymensen, Kylie 
Upper Beac. Tennis Club 
Vaughan, Geoffrey 
Vinen, David 
Walton 
Weidermann, Rod 
Weimann, H & J 
White/Guest 
Williams, F & R 
Wilson, C 
Wilson, Charles 
Wilson, N & K 
Winther, Mary 
Woskoboenko, Maria 
Wyatt, Ern 
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Congratulations! 
Birth 
To Andrew and Sarah Sankey a son Tom 
Molineux born 28th April 2007 (6lb 7oz).  
A beautiful brother for Catherine. 
 
Wedding 
Greg Smith and Rebecca Frazer, formerly of 
Upper Beaconsfield and Mansfield, now at Bunyip, 
were married 5 April 2007. 

Month 38 yr 
average 2006 2007 

Jan 65.2 81.1 61.1 

Feb 56.1 60.1 26.2 

Mar 65.2 49.9 61.5 

Apr 78.5 107.4 20.3 

May 88.3 82.7  

Jun 81.4 12.3  

Jul 78.6 85.5  

Aug 88.4 41.9  

Sep 93.3 47.6  

Oct 97.6 25.7  

Nov 83.7 54.8  

Dec 78.4 47.2  

Total 954.7 696.2  
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Website now updated 
Linda Burridge and others from the Village Bell team have been 
working hard to give the Upper Beac website a fresh new look.  
Community groups have provided up to date information. 
Charles Wilson has written an excellent outline of the history 
of Upper Beac, which will be of interest to residents as well as 
providing some good information to students who want to 
research their local history . Charles is a mine of information; 
he took over from John Milligan some years ago as the 
custodian of the history of the local area. 

Attractive photographs on the web site add lots of views 
around and about the area, although admittedly it does look a 
lot greener than it actually is at the moment. 

We are looking for feedback on the website. We need to 
know if information is up-to-date. We also want suggestions on 
improvements and content. The email address for feedback is 
on the web site, at www.upperbeaconsfield.org.au 

If any community group wants to advertise an upcoming 
function, we can put it up on the main page. Please let us know 
via the email provided. The web site will be a good way for all 
residents to check for information and see what is happening in 
the area.  

Congratulations Linda on all excellent work done so far. 
The site will be updated and improved periodically so keep a 
eye on it and don’t forget to let us know if you have any bright 
ideas for content. 

◘ Helen Smith 
A word from the Prez 
The UBA has looked at several planning decisions made by 
council recently and has expressed disappointment over them, 
especially where an industry has been allowed to proceed in a 
residential area. Approval has been granted for the removal of 
the overhanging tree near the Community Complex because it 
is damaged and dangerous. 

The widening of Salisbury Road between the Post Office 
and the Complex is to be studied on May 11 with an on-site 
meeting with the Shire Engineer. 

Concern has been raised regarding the Salisbury Gully 
walking track which is run down and overgrown and has been 
vandalized. Council will be advised. 

The fire prevention officer for Council is to be invited to 
the June UBA meeting to discuss relevant problems. 

The next meeting of the UBA is open to the public. All 
welcome. 8 pm June 6 at the Community complex. 

◘ Jennie Vaughan, President UBA 
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Upper Beaconsfield Association 

Printing the Bell 
As you may know, the Village Bell has been printed 
commercially for several years, which led to an increase to 
the cost of production. The UBA felt it was important that 
the community have it own printer, as several other 
community groups also had access to the old one.  

The UBA has directed a considerable amount of its 
accumulated funds toward the purchase of a new computer-
linked printer.  Fortunately Riding Councillors and the Shire 
have assisted in the acquisition  

The purchase was negotiated through Action Copiers 
from Warragul and the purchasing committee appreciated the 
understanding and co-operation they received from the 
Action sales team.    

We anticipate that the next edition of the Bell will be 
produced on our new machine. 

The UBA would like to thank local printer David Harvey 
of DJ Printing for his cooperation throughout our association.  

It is not too late if you want to assist financially. 
Donations can be made to Secretary UBA Julie Leitl, phone 
5944 3270. 

◘ Keith Ewenson 

 
The UBA will now be able print the Village Bell, as well as 
printing material for ‘not for profit’ organisations and clubs in 
the area. This is something we did for many years until the 
old printing press ground to a halt several years ago.  

The new machine is a ripper with many advanced 
features and the old printing team is getting ready for action. 

Printing is deeply embedded in our culture and traces its 
history back to William Caxton who set up the first English 
printing press at Westminster in 1476. He would be amazed if 
he could see today’s printing technology.   

Our new press will scan original copies, produce its own 
masters, and print text and photographs at a rate 130 sheets 
per minute.  It will also print directly from material stored on 
a CD.   

We are looking for a small number of interested people 
to join with us in operating the new printer. The idea is to 
have a roster of people able to take on individual print runs as 
well as participating in printing the Village Bell.  The demands 
are not great and the nature of the work allows for a deal of 
flexibility in timing. If you are interested in joining with us, 
then give me a call on 5944 3554.  

◘ Graham Jackson 

(Continued on page 5) 

Next meeting of the Association 
8pm June 6 at the Community Complex 
Your forum for local issues - all welcome 
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Budget time is in full swing with the 07/08 
documents before the ratepayers for four 
weeks from about the 16th May. 

The key area is that the debt level will not 
reduce this year but will remain at about the 
$42 million mark. The debt was programmed 
to reduce by $5.2m, but the Council has made 

strategically placed purchases of land for future use as recreation 
ovals, parks, car parks and community assets. This was a 
direction considered prudent for the purchases should be 
considered as assets that will appreciate and eventually showing a 
cost saving to the Shire. 

There is a specific amount budgeted aimed at bringing part 
of the horse trail near Elephant Rock up to standard. 

Thank you to all those who took part in last year’s weed 
survey; the environment budget has been doubled with the 
possibility of federal and state funding to supplement the 
initiative. Both Jason Wood and Tammy Lobato have made 
strong supporting submissions and these have been received 
with positive feedback. More later. 

Tentative moves to seal Quamby Road by means of a Special 
Charges Scheme have failed due to the inability to overcome the 
State Planning restrictions. 

There is a petition to State Parliament circulating seeking to 
keep the Ranges Ward of Cardinia Shire free of electronic 
gaming machines. Your signature is sought; for we have a target 
of 10,000 of 18+ years adults before the 1st July 2007, please 
help.  

◘ Cr Ed Chatwin 
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Bell Credits 
Editor Helen Smith 
Layout Helen Smith 
Collation Karen Perrin, Scouts and volunteers 
Advertising Kaylene Cox 
Subscriptions Julie Born 
Mailing List Cheryl O’Gallagher 
Printing David Harvey 
Masthead Cheryl O’Gallagher 
Receiving copy: H. Smith: smith@netlink.net.au tel 5944 3219 
 
Spring/September issue 2007: 
Copy no later than 7 August. Issue date end of August.  
No material from this publication may be reproduced in any 
manner without the permission of the editor on 5944 3219 
 

The Village Bell wishes to advise that the views or remarks 
expressed in this publication are not necessarily the views of the 
volunteer Village Bell editorial or production team and no 
service or endorsement is implied by the listing of advertisers, 
sponsors or contributors. Although every effort is taken in 
reproducing and printing advertisements correctly, we take no 
responsibility for errors. 
 

The Village Bell is online at www.upperbeaconsfield.org au 
 

The Village Bell is a member of the Community Newspapers 
Association of Victoria (http://www.cnav.org.au) 

From ‘SpeakOut’ in summer, Council is now 
at ‘speak up’ in autumn-winter.  This is 
because Council is debating and preparing 
the budget for the next financial year. 
There’s never enough money to do 
everything so it’s a matter of establishing 
priorities of where to spend, notwithstanding 
the issue of where to source the income.  

While broad areas of how much for roads, how much for 
parks and gardens, and how much for community events, the 
actual allocation to organisations follows later.  

Fire restrictions, lifted in April, bring again to focus the 
limitations and requirements of burning off or fires in the 
open.  The current requirements as they apply to properties 
may be determined by a phone call to Council’s phone 
number: 1300 787 624.   Debate continues as to whether the 
current local law is satisfactory.  Therefore, the issue is again 
being reviewed by Council. 

The green waste bins are now well established and 
provide not only for a reduction of landfill but also a reduction 
of fuel on user-properties.  So there is a relevance to the 
burning off issue, too. 

Upper Beaconsfield Recreation Reserve continues to be 
exempt from water restrictions so its qualities and benefit to 
the community continues – not all such ovals are in the same 
circumstance!  When there is a risk of losing the use of such 
facilities doesn’t it serves as a reminder of just how great a 
contribution they make to us! 

Anzac Day celebration is reported as being strongly 
supported and greatly appreciated by residents.  The RSL is 
commended again for its provision and leadership.  Already 
there are thoughts being directed towards next year.  

◘ Cr Graeme Legge  

Ranges Ward news 

Good news for sausage sizzles 
The Victorian Competition and Efficiency Commission’s 
inquiry into food regulation in Victoria recently released the 
draft report which recommends that the Government focus 
its regulatory efforts on higher-risk activities, such as serving 
food to vulnerable groups, while lightening the administrative 
burden for lower-risk activities.  

If the recommendation is adopted, community groups 
will not be subject to separate food regulations, but will 
benefit from a system that reduces the regulatory burden for 
lower-risk activities. These include community group activities 
such as school fetes, cake stalls, sausage sizzles and catering 
by community sporting clubs, so that those groups would face 
minimal regulatory requirements, according to the report.  

The Commission has called for submissions on the draft 
report, which must be received by June 15, 2007. 

 
For more information at: http://www.vcec.vic.gov.au/ 
Reported in Our Community Newsletter April 2007 Page 7. 
at www.ourcommunity.com.au  
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Upper Beac is well known for its extensive walking and riding 
trails. Many people live and agist their horses in the area to take 
advantage of our rural lifestyle while still enjoying close 
proximity to suburbia and what is has to offer.  

The Primary Trails, which are specific for horse riding and 
maintained for riders by the Cardinia Shire Council are as 
follows:  

St George’s to Foott Rd, around the Cardinia Dam fence 
line to Elephant Rock and out to Hepner Rd. This adjoins the 
Upper Pakenham trails via Ladd Sq and Paternoster Rd, 
continuing to Matters Rd and the perimeter trail around 
Chambers reserve, out along Downey Rd, returning to Elephant 
Rock.  

Back in Upper Beac, trails continue along Split Rock to 
Salisbury Rd and loop around Sugarloaf, Tower and McKenzie 
Roads. It should also be noted that Carpenter and Dickie Roads 
will eventually link onto the aqueduct trail. There are also great 
trails along Telegraph, Hughendon and Quamby Roads which 
link to the township via the McBride Road fire track.  

Harkaway trails are also accessible after crossing the 
Cardinia Creek at the end of Brennan Aveue, off St Georges 
Road. 

Many trail riders enjoy meals at the Pine Grove Hotel and 
village Milk Bar, with both providing suitable hitching areas for 
horses.  

If you find these trails in disrepair or blocked by fallen 
trees, you can ring the Cardinia Shire Council and suitable work 
will be carried out to rectify the problem as they strongly 

support safe, off road horse riding. Money has 
recently been set aside in the Cardinia budget to 
update our trail maps, hopefully ready by the end of 
the year. 

Nearly 500 people signed the petition against the 
further concreting of paths, especially those that are 
mapped as Primary trails and hopefully there will be 
no further sealing of these trails without informative 
consultation. Not only is concrete dangerous for 
horse riders, but unsightly in such a rural setting. 
Purpose-built permeable paths for both walkers and 
riders is the preferred option.  

Horse riders should be considerate of other 
pedestrians who may be frightened by large animals, 
but we find most people love seeing all ages out 
enjoying our trail network.  

◘ Anne Johnson 

Nature strips and driveways 
There seems a trend in Upper Beaconsfield for homeowners to 
install hard driveways from the road across the nature strip and 
into their properties. However these can become a hazard to 
pedestrians. Recently, some owners did not excavate the 
driveway, but built the concrete or asphalt driveway on top of 
the existing level of the reserve. Pedestrians had to go up an 
over, or around the driveway, to avoid the hazard. These 
driveways were several inches above the normal ground level. 

The property owners had also installed the hard driveways 
without permits. Cardinia Shire Council requires any land 
owner to obtain a vehicle crossing permit if formal construction 
of a crossing occurs.  Owners must comply with specification as 
to drainage, level of the crossing and ensure there are no trip 
hazards. 

The shire asset protection officer has since met with them 
to inspect the driveways to ensure the vehicle crossings were 
modified to ensure that they do not pose problems for 
pedestrians or equestrian riders using the nature strip area. 
Each of these owners has now taken out a Vehicle Crossing 
Permit to ensure compliance. In a worst case scenario, the 
shire could comply an owner to demolish a crossing if it was 
not safe. 

Another responsibility for property owners is they should 
remove noxious and environmental weeds from their nature 
strip and keep the roadside gutter clear.  

◘ Helen Smith 

Riding trails, footpaths and more ...  
Village Bell June 2007 

Volunteers also needed 
If you would like to join the Village Bell team in other ways, we 
can always use your help: 
• For offers of collating assistance, please phone Karen Perrin 

5944 3777.  
• We are also short of editors at the moment and would like 

to hear from you. Skills required are an eye for detail, 
proof reading and ability using Word.  
 

• If are interested in learning layout 
using Publisher, we are happy to 
train you. The pay is not good but 
the rewards are great! You can 
brush up on your skills and it 
always looks good on your 
resume if you can quote your 
community experience. Contact 
Helen on 5944 3219. 
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an instrument, we look forward to later in the year when the 
children’s musical talents will be presented to the school 
community to enjoy.   

During Education Week, our multicultural studies unit 
Indian Infusion looked at the culture of the second most 
populous country in the world, India.  Children were involved 
in cooking traditional Indian treats, attempted to play Indian 
music and danced like the best of the Bollywood stars. Our 
students acquired fascinating information about traditional 
marriages and  customs from a guest speaker who had recently 
visited India and through the internet. 

It has been a rather busy first 
semester with children being involved in 
numerous real life learning experiences 
such as learning about environmental 
conservation, the recycling of paper and 
the composting of all organic matters.  
This has resulted in us reducing the 
volume of litter we produce by over 
50%.  The plants in our gardens were 
kept alive using the water that children 
collected in ice cream containers housed 
under the drinking taps.   

The children’s fitness and endurance 
was tested at the running of the annual 
House Cross Country event.  All Prep-
Grade 6 were given the opportunity to 
run the relevant distance, 1000 or 3000 

metres depending on their age group.  Outstanding 
performances came from Brooke Andrews, Renton Lewis, 
Olivia Keem, Campbell Bilton, Megan Keem, Jack Amos, Kyle 
Bliss and Chloe Rogers. 

For the second year in a row, BUPS will be represented in 
the regional trials for the Victorian Primary Schools Football 
Team.  We wish Luke Duffy all the best. 

Congratulations also go to grade 4 student Bryanah 
Chellew who won the Casey/Cardinia 2007 Schools Short 
Story Competition.  

◘ Nick Karanzoulis 

Beaconsfield Upper Primary School (Continued from page 1) 
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Glenys Olga Kirkcaldy was born in 
Hobart to Olga Jackson and Murray 
Kirkcaldy. Her mother passed away when 
Glenys was only 6 years old, after which 
time she and her father moved to the 
Dandenong area. 

Glenys lived with various families for 
much of her childhood and teenage years. 

In 1969 she met a young apprentice 
mechanic Maurie Varty. Together they 
searched for a place they would like to 
live and found a block of land in Young St, 
where only 3 houses existed at that time. 

Glenys and Maurie were married in 
1974, at the original St Johns church in 
Salisbury Rd (which was later burnt down 
during the Ash Wednesday fires), and 
moved into their new home in 1975. 

By 1977 Glenys gave birth to their 
first daughter Amy, and in 1979 Kate 
arrived to complete their family. As the 
girls grew and progressed from kinder to 
primary school, Glenys was always an 
active committee member, and involved 
in any activity the girls were involved in. 

Glenys worked for the Cardinia Shire 
Council for 11 years, and many local 
families benefited from her diligence and 
perfectionism. Though it was hard work, 
Glenys wanted to help provide for her 
girls, so that they would have 
opportunities that she missed out on. 

When the council ceased its 
involvement in home care, Glenys 
embarked upon a new career that was 
close to her heart, and in 1997 graduated 
with a certificate of disabilities studies. In 

1998 Glenys commenced working as a 
disability support worker at Kalimna in 
Narre Warren, and as with everything 
she did put all her energies into her work 
to achieve the best results for her clients. 

Glenys was proud of her 
achievements, but her most satisfying was 
to see her girls happy and healthy. Amy 
graduated and became the kindergarden 
teacher at Cowes, and married and 
settled at Kilcunda. Kate commenced 
work as a social worker employed at the 
Casey hospital. 

At a time when Glenys and Maurie 
were able to enjoy a more comfortable 
and relaxed life style, Glenys in 2004 was 
struck with breast cancer which she 
courageously overcame and was able to 
fulfill a lifelong ambition to travel 
overseas and tour Europe. 

Shortly after her return, she was 
diagnosed with inflammatory breast 
cancer which eventually took her life. 

Glenys leaves us with lasting 
memories of a much loved and loving 
wife and mother, and valued and 
irreplaceable friendships. 

◘ Anna Bowen 

Vale: Glenys Varty  
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The story behind 
fire refuges 

After the Ash Wednesday fires, the 
Upper Beaconsfield community lead 
the way in the establishment of Fire 
Refuge areas—a place for people to 
go during and after the fire to seek 
refuge and relief. This concept was 
adopted by many communities in 
bushfire prone areas. Formal Fire 
Refuges were dotted around the hills 
made obvious by the big red R. 

While these fire refuges were being established, analysis 
was being done into all of the houses that burned down in 
bushfires in Victoria and South Australia that year. The 
conclusion of this research was that most houses that burned 
down did so after the fires and where people stayed home to 
defended a prepared house, they were almost always 
successful. Another study looked at how people died in the 
fires and concluded that many people died fleeing the fires 
while the house they evacuated did not burn down. This lead 
to the CFA guideline of stay and defend or leave early.  

An Australian standard, AS3959, on construction in 
bushfire prone areas was developed. This standard defines a 
range of materials and designs aimed at preventing ignition 
from embers. All new buildings in the bushfire prone parts of  
the Shire of Cardinia are now required to comply with this 
standard. 

A few years ago, municipalities around the state started 
discussing their roles and responsibilities in relation to fire 

refuges and evaluated existing refuges with respect to this new 
standard. Not surprisingly none passed. The Shire of Cardinia 
along with most other communities that had adopted refuges, 
decommissioned them. Similarly, most government 
departments that previously had proudly hosted fire Refuges 
promptly removed their support, consent and signs. 

In October 2005, the Office of the Emergency Services 
Commissioner released a document Fire Refuges in Victoria – 
Policy and Practice. A copy of this document is available from 
the Department of Justice web site but the URL is too long to 
publish here. It is only 20 pages long and is well worth a read. 

The Victorian Government’s policy is that fire refuges are 
a municipal decision, to be based on rare and exceptional 
circumstances where other bushfire safety strategies are less 
effective. 

The Shire of Cardinia’s analysis is that the community of 
Upper Beaconsfield is expecting a fire refuge.  With this in 
mind a consultant has been engaged to facilitate a community 
consultation process. This process will explore the 
community’s expectation of fire refuges within Upper 
Beaconsfield.  

 

Fire siren activation 
Many members of the community have asked the brigade to 
activate the siren on the station whenever the brigade is called 
to an emergency. 

The brigade has agreed to do this so you will soon hear 
the fire siren. The system will not be activated for calls during 
the night. 

◘ Ron Sawyer 

Funding for local 
projects 
The State Budget released on the 1st 
May included the welcome 
announcement of $1.523 million for 
Stage 2 of the redevelopment of 
Beaconsfield Upper Primary School.  

This project was one of my stated 
priorities for funding and I am pleased 
that the improvements that have already been made to the 
school will now be consolidated. Stage 2 of the project includes 
new toilet facilities and six new classrooms and I look forward 
to seeing these works progress. 

A new primary school for Lakeside in Pakenham was also 
funded in the budget ($7.85 million) along with the promised 
funding for the renovation to the Pakenham outdoor pool 
($333,000) which is a facility much loved by residents of 
Cardinia.  

Other important local news is that VicRoads have 
scheduled works to improve Beaconsfield-Emerald Rd between 
the Princes Hwy and Inglis Rd, including patching and surface 
regulation works. Resurfacing works are also planned.  

Beaconsfield-Emerald Rd has been of concern to me for 
some time and I have been lobbying hard to see further 
improvements. That is why I am pleased to advise that, following 
my representations, a proposal to improve safety along the 
entire length of the road is now being developed by VicRoads, 
with significant improvements identified for the section between 
Guys Hill and Upper Beaconsfield. Once developed, the 
proposal will be eligible for funding consideration. 

This year, the Victorian Parliament’s Environmental and 
Natural Resources Committee, of which I am a member, is 
conducting an inquiry into bushfires in Victoria. Submissions are 
already being received and public hearings to be conducted 
across the state will soon follow. The impact and effectiveness 
of prescribed burns and the role of community knowledge in 
managing fire risks are just two of the issues to be covered.  

More details can be obtained on request by contacting me 
at my office at 1/5 Gloucester Ave Berwick VIC 3806, by 
telephoning 9796 1987 or by email: 
tammy.lobato@parliament.vic.gov.au 

  ◘ Tammy Lobato 
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Have you ever..? 
Have you ever 

Looked into the night 

And seen the stars 

Shining bright 

Have you ever 

Been in such a hurry 

That you didn't have time to worry 

About the earth and its nature 

Quickly growing endangered 

You'd better stop now 

Don't make life go faster 

It won't last forever 

If you stop you'll be grateful after 

Have you ever watched children 

Playing in a park 

And seen them grow up 

Like they were growing in the dark 

Have you ever wished you were older 

Have you ever wished so hard 

that tomorrow would come 

That you didn't have time to make the  

present day fun 

You'd better stop now 

Don't make life go faster 

It won't last forever 

If you stop now you'll be grateful after 

 

 ◘ Andrea Levens 
11 years 

Village Festival thank you 
Thank you to the people of Upper Beaconsfield for making the Village Festival 
such a success.  The clubs and organisations who were on board from early 
stages committing to “do something” on the day, and to everyone else and your 
friends and family who endured the heat to participate and make it such an 
enjoyable experience.  We hope you had a great time. 

We would like to congratulate the following people who were winners in 
the raffle drawn at the Keith Ewenson Rotunda at the end on the Festival: 

• 1st Prize 1970 Ford Mustang Franklin Mint Precision Model donated by 
Games World. Winner Liz Taylor  

• 2nd Prize Nush Restaurant Voucher donated by Nush Sports bar. 
Winner  Deb Anderson  

• 3rd Prize Village Massage Therapy, 1 hour massage donated by Kathy at 
Village Massage. Winner Rob Bell  

• 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th Prizes: Pine Grove $25 Voucher donated by Pine 
Grove Hotel. Winners: 4th-Carol Fletcher, 5th-Rob Bell, 6th-Darren 
Grigg, 7th-Rob Bell 

We also had the passport competition open to children under 7 years who 
were required to visit specific sites and collect stamps for their passport which 
was part of the orange program.  These were then put into a draw, and the 
winner was Matthew Grigg.  Well done Matthew. 

Leading up to the Festival we had 6 amazing sculptures located around the 
central village area.  We were asking you to identify which UB group created 
each one, and here are the results, did you guess correctly? 

•  Turtle at Foodwooks – Primary School 

•  Beast at General Store – Primary School 

•  Mosaic at FitFLife – Primary School 

•  Bead Tapestry at Post Office – Kindergarten 

•  Family Fridge at Bakery – Baby Sitting Club 

•  Horse Sculpture at Milk bar – Pony Club 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all our sponsors, local 
clubs and organisations that supported the day.  Thank you to Glendower 
Restaurant for allowing our stall holders to use their car park.   

Congratulations and happy birthday to the Upper Beaconsfield Pony Club 
who went on to celebrate their 30th anniversary after their ride through the 
Festival.  

Plans are already underway for next year, and we look forward to a bigger 
and better Village Festival in Community Week 2008. 

The 2007 organising committee were Tania Anderson, Wanda Buwalda, 
Maree Cullinan, Ian Frankcombe, Wendy Smith, Bob Taylor and Liz Grigg.  If you 
are interested in joining our team, we would love to see you at the next meeting 
at 8.00pm on 28th June at the Community Centre. 

8



Village Bell June 2007 

Young Leaders Day 
On Monday 19th March 4, children from 
our school got to go to the Young 
Leaders Day at Vodafone Arena with 
5000 other Captains, House Captains and 
Junior School Councillors.  There were 
many great speakers at this great event. 
There was one speaker that really stood 
out to me.  Her name was Katrina Webb.   

When she was young she had to 
wear foot plasters every night for 340 
nights because there seemed to be 
something wrong with her feet.  She 
hated it.  She hated being different from 
other people. She was an excellent 
netballer and played with able bodied 
people. She played netball at such a high 
level she gained entry in to the Australian 
Institute of Sport.   

One day she went and had a check 
up at the AIS and it seemed that the right 
side of her body was not working 
properly. She was told she had mild 
cerebral palsy which is a disability caused 
by the brain not sending messages to the 
muscles in the body.  This made her feel 
mad about herself because she wanted to 
be normal and never knew why her body 
was not as strong on the right side.  She 
was eligible for competing in the 
Paralympics Games and a coach selected 
her for the athletics team where she ran 
in the 400m and won the gold medal at 
the Athens Games. She got to meet 
other people with cerebral palsy.   

This made her feel better about 
herself.  It made her feel that she was not 
weird.  If you saw her walking down the 
street you would not know that she even 
had it.  The message she was telling us as 

leaders was to never give up and live up 
to the goal you set yourself.  

◘ Liam 
 
One of the speakers was Mike Martin. He 
spoke about some inspirational people 
like Peter Brock, Steve Irwin, Mother 
Theresa and John Howard.  These people 
were inspirational because of their 
dedication and passion for what they did 
and do in their lives.  The main ideas he 
told us about were the qualities of a good 
leader which were:  

1. Do your best 

2. Be passionate 

3. Be strong 

4. Care for others 

I thought this day was amazing 
because of learning about all of the 
inspirational people and how they 
influence others in positive ways. 

◘ Scott 

So far in 2007… 
I competed at the interschool equestrian 
competition at the VEC on my horse Flo. 
Our school came 3rd overall. We all had 
a great day. By Monica Bilton 
 
In February we had our Swimming 
Carnival with races and novelty events. I 
won the breast stroke and freestyle 
events and I managed to get  into the 
swimming team. We had lots of fun. We 
swam relays; I was in the freestyle relay. 
It was fun! By Brad La Roche 
 

In term 1 we learned about being fit and 
healthy. We walked to Salisbury Gully and 
we learned about the healthy foods we 
should eat. We did laps of the oval to 
improve our fitness. We had an excursion 
to Casey Indoor Sports Centre. We 
played football, dodge ball, volleyball, 
soccer and basketball. My favourite was 
basketball. It was lots of fun! By James 
Cunningham 
 
I am very proud to have won a prize in 
the Casey/Cardinia 2007 Schools Short 
Story Competition. By Bryanah Chellew 
 
On the 24th of April we had Anzac Day 
activities. We went on the computer to 
find out information about the Anzacs, 
read a magazine about medals and 
poppies and we baked Anzac biscuits. 
They were yummy! By Brett Hamilton 
 
I am making my digital portfolio about 
what we’re doing at school. It’s fun 
making it and you learn lots of new things 
on the computer as well. By Meg Doyle-
Cox 
 
We are learning about India. I liked the 
movie about India and how they look 
after the elephants and how to earn the 
elephants’ trust. We are making a poster 
about India for homework. By Chloe 
Hunt  
 
I had lots of fun playing chess. By Jack 
Haw 

◘ Grade 3/4 UBPS  
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UB Community Hall Hire 
For club functions and parties 
 
Call Helen on 5944 3219 to find out about 
our very reasonable rates. 

UBRC’s reputation as drought-breakers for our annual 
dressage day was unfounded, as this year (even though we 
wouldn’t have minded the rain at all) the day dawned fair.  

Entries tipped the 70 mark, so the day was a full one, with 
tests starting at 8.30 and going through until about 4.00. So it 
was an early start for the setup team (particularly those who 
were multi-tasking and riding as well!). 

The day ran exceptionally smoothly, from the office to 
the marshalling area to the car park, which was a credit to all 
the helpers, especially considering the number of new 
members, many of whom had never competed before, let 
alone run a competition. 

The competition itself was heated, with many levels being 
separated by only a few measly points and the office team was 
working overtime to post the scores quickly and accurately. 

Congratulations are in order for all competitors as the 
standard was very solid, and despite the auspicious date 
(April 1), no one made a fool of themselves! Special 
mention must be made of Nadia Falovic, who swept the 
pool in her first competition—winning both Level 5 
tests and nabbing the Beryl Hails trophy for best 
performed UBRC member. 

It was a good opportunity to reflect on the diversity of 
our club. We had competitors at nearly every level, 
judges offering their services, first time novices and 
seasoned campaigners, not to mention loyal partners 
and family members all pitching in to make the day run 
like clockwork. It’s great to see everyone, no matter 
what their experience, finding their niche at Upper Beac! 

Huge thanks must go to all the volunteers on the day, 
and big pats to our patient horses too, who had to 
compete and then stand around and wait for us to pack 
up! 

 
 

Winners and grinners 
L-R Caroline Taylor (10th Level 4 Jackpot*); Pam Edwards 
(President); Liz Grigg (12th Level 4 Jackpot); Phillippa Meyer 
(2nd Level 1 Jackpot); Jasper Hails (Judge); Andrea Murphy 
(3rd Level 3 Jackpot; 8th Level 4 Jackpot*); Allison Quagliani 
(Committee); Nadia Falovic (1st Level 5 Jackpot/winner Beryl 
Hails Trophy*); Sue Andrewartha (3rd Level 2 Jackpot) * First 
time competitors or horse’s first comp! 
 

Upper Beaconsfield Riding Club   www.ubrc.com.au  
New members welcome.  

Contact Andrea tardisenterprises@bigpond.com 

Riding Club Annual Dressage Day 2007 
Village Bell June 2007 

Cardinia Shire Council announced on May 21st the acquisition 
of 12 hectares of land at the corner of Holm Park Road and 
Beaconsfield–Emerald Road, Beaconsfield at a cost of $2.6 
million. 

A potential layout plan, developed for the site in 2005, will 
form the basis of community consultation to develop a detailed 
master plan for the area. 

Council has allocated $174,000 in the 2007–08 budget to 
begin the process of consultation and developing designs which 
will form part of the master plan. Further funding allocated over 
the next five years amounts to more than $3.4 million. 

Cr Owen of Beaconsfield’s Central Ward said Council will 
also be seeking support from State and Federal Governments to 
assist with the development of this important community asset. 

The preliminary estimate for the cost of development of 
the land is $3.864 million. There will be a wide range of sporting 
options, including netball courts, playing fields for cricket, 
football, soccer and associated pavilions, tennis courts, family 
play space area, walking paths and a skate park. 

From Upper Beaconsfield’s point of view. this purchase 
should hopefully alleviate the pressure on the local Recreation 
Reserve, which has suffered considerable damage from over-
use, as well as the drought. 

Council purchases land in Beaconsfield 

10



Your Community Centre 
“A place to gather, socialise and learn —
be it on an educational, personal or social 
level” —extract from Upper Beaconsfield 
Community Centre’s philosophy. 
 
Your feedback is welcome 
The Community Centre offers a wide 
variety of classes, courses and information 
sessions to cater for the diversity of 
individuals in our community.  

We are always happy to take 
suggestions and expressions of interest 
for courses you would like to attend. We 
also welcome your feedback on courses 
in the program you would like to attend if 
they were held at a different day or time. 
Please feel free to contact Pam or Alison 
regarding courses on 5944 3484. The 
term 3 program will be out early July with 
a great selection of exercise, art, craft, 
nationally recognised training, and special 
interest classes including “Talkin’ Tackle” 
for fishing enthusiasts, adults singing 
group and French and Italian language 
classes. 

 
 

New committee  
The recent AGM saw a new 
volunteer Committee of 
Management elected. The new 
President Wendy Hiam has 
been an active member of the 
committee for a number of 
years and is pleased to have a 
great team of both 
experienced and new 
committee members to 
continue to grow the centre. 
 

Volunteer Week 
Volunteer Week started on 
May 14th and gave us another 
opportunity to thank the 
volunteers who help keep the 
Centre running. If you are 
interested in becoming a volunteer please 
contact the Centre. Jobs for volunteers 
range from light handyman duties to 
various administration tasks. 
 

Do you have any craft items? 
Our Special Needs Craft tutor is looking 
for donations of materials to use in her 
class. If you have any cardboard rolls, 

fabric, ribbon, buttons, Pringles 
containers, glue, paints or any other craft 
items you no longer need please drop 
them in to the Community Centre. They 
will be much appreciated. 
 
Photo – This chainsaw maintenance class is an example 
of the variety of courses run at the Community Centre. 
Tutor Peter Nadenbousch shows these participants how 
to get the most from their chainsaws.  

Village Bell June 2007 

It has been a very successful Upper Beac 
summer indeed. With two junior and 
three senior premierships to add to the 
collection, tennis is going from strength to 
strength in Upper Beaconsfield and shows 
no sign of letting up. 

Congratulations go to Lachlan 
Cooper, Taylor Brown, Aaron Weggelaar, 
Harry Bolch and Melissa Butler; and also 
to Ashleigh Grigg, Emily Cordy, Amy 
Smith, Peter Hannan, Matthew O’Brien 
and Joshua O’Brien for bringing home the 
junior flags. 

Well done to (brace yourselves for 
quite a list!) Peter Puts, Nick Gamble, 
Curtis Treloar, Mark Butler, Callen 
O’Brien, Matt Hendrie and Ben Anderson; 
also to Glen Burridge, Ian Jackson, Elaine 
Macgowan, Caitlin Butler, Cam 
McCormick, Diane & Mark Eible (congrats 
also on their latest arrival!) and Jenny 
Durkin; and finally to Marita Meeking, 
Peter Durkin, Paul Higgs, David Hassall, 
Penny Glynn, Kerry Dundas and Andrea 
Shokavich. 

It’s almost time to continue the flag 
collection upstairs! Well done to all 
competitors, no matter where you 
finished and best of luck for the winter 
season. 

As all residents are all too aware, 
water restrictions are only getting tighter 
in Victoria. The tennis club continues to 
do our bit to help by utilising the newly 
“lit-up” hard-court (which requires no 
watering) and only watering a maximum 
of half of the en-tout-cas courts at any 
time. On top of 
that, the club 
has just had 
delivered a 
large water 
tank (right) 
which is to be 
installed 
properly 
shortly. If all 
goes well, the 
club will be able 
to continue to 
reduce water 
usage more 

into the future. 

The hitting wall is still going ahead as 
planned, so hopefully you will be able to 
have a warm-up on that before long. 
Everyone is also welcome to a game of 
table tennis in the clubhouse on the new 
table or a game of pool on our well-loved 
pool table. They both certainly get a good 
workout from the juniors between sets 
on a Saturday morning, so feel free to 
challenge one of them if you are game. 

◘ Callen O’Brien 

No water, but it’s raining premierships at the UBTC 
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With the season ending on Saturday 31st March it was great 
news for the club when the U13 Maroons were successful in 
winning the premiership. It was a well deserved victory for all 
the boys and their coach Tony Joyce and all concerned are to be 
congratulated. It was good to see so many supporters, parents 
and senior players there to see the win. 

Unfortunately the senior’s first side did not progress past 
the semi final but it was good to see them make the finals for 
the first time for a number of years. They were beaten by Nyora 
in the first week which was disappointing. 

The presentation night was held on the Sunday night April 1 
at the Pine Grove Hotel and as a measure of our growth nearly 
200 people turned up for the night. 

The club champion was Scott Pitcher and the Noblett 
Award went to Richard Edwards. It was great to see so many 
players especially from the juniors as well as parents, supporters 
and sponsors turn up for the event. In fact all the social events 
have been very well attended this season which makes it so 
much easier to run the club. 

This year the club had three senior sides the ‘B’ Grade side 
which was our first eleven, the second eleven played in ‘C’ 
Grade and the thirds in F grade or the one day competition as it 
is known. We managed five junior sides made up of an U11, two 
U13 and one U15 side so we now have 52 junior players 
registered which is great for the future of the club. To the junior 
coaches David Briffa, Derrick Brown, Tony Joyce, Shawn Hassall 
and Kim Hassall the club says a big thank-you for your efforts. 

Also Milo cricket was started this year at Upper 
Beaconsfield and was run by Chris Pentland. We expected about 
40 participants and ended up with about 70 so this was a great 
result. To Chris thank you for organising and running this 
programme and to all the parents who helped also a big thank 
you. 

With these sort of numbers the future for the club looks 
bright. At the moment the only thing holding us back is 
procuring a second ground reasonably close by. So if any 

member of the club or in the Upper Beaconsfield community 
can help with lobbying at a local school or at the council it 
would be greatly appreciated. We do have a couple of leads but 
any help would be most welcome. 

This season we welcomed young English cricketer Richard 
Goodenough to our club and I think everyone will agree he 
made a great impression on all sections of the club with his skill 
and enthusiasm. Richard spent many hours helping with junior 
training and senior training. As a social experiment it was 
certainly a great success as he embraced all facets of club life. 

Our major sponsors for the year were Custom Glass, The 
Pine Grove Hotel and Total Roofing Supplies. The General Store 
and the Chemmart Pharmacy Group in Narre Warren also 
sponsored the club. To all our sponsors we say thank you for 
your support. 

This year, after not being able to be on the ground until 
Christmas, a good deal of progress was made in the 
development of the club especially after the New Year. 

The juniors continued their development culminating in the 
premiership for the U13 maroon side. The seniors were able to 
consistently fill all three sides and all had some success. The 
firsts made the finals, the seconds finished  in the middle of the 
pack but had a much better season than the previous couple of 
years and F grade in the one day competition also had some 
good wins but certainly had a lot of fun trying. 

As I said all the social events were well attended culminating 
in the large attendance at the presentation night. Mention must 
also be made of the pub vs. club night on the eve of the finals. It 
was a great night with very large crowd of members, supporters 
and families in attendance. To everyone on the committee thank 
you for your support and hard work over the year and also to 
all the members and supporters and sponsors thank you for 
your efforts. Hopefully the Upper Beaconsfield Cricket Club will 
continue to grow next year. 

◘ Richard Edwards 
  President UBCC 

Village Bell June 2007 

Upper Beac Cricket Club season 2006-07 

Scouts participate 
in Anzac Day 

Our Scout Group was very proud to assist 
our local RSL with the Upper Beaconsfield 
ANZAC service. Great day, great service, 
good attendance and the flyover was 
spectacular. We had nearly all our Cubs, 
Scouts, Venturers, Rovers and leaders 
present with their families and our 
Assistant Branch Commissioner Bob 
Taylor. Thanks to everyone for the great 
turnout. We would also like to thank 
members of the UB RSL for their very kind 
donation. 

We have received an anonymous donation for our naming 
bricks project to be highlighted in our new scout extension to 
the Igloo. Thank you very much for your gift and it is a great 
help. 

The Scout Group is going from strength to strength with 
new leaders, an up and running Venturer unit and Cubs, Scouts 
and Rovers being involved in some great activities. One of our 
Scout leaders, Robert Shreeve is attending the World 
Jamboree in the UK during July/August and a couple of our 
Scouts are headed over to New Zealand at the end of the year 
for their Jamboree. As well, our Scout unit now has boys and 
girls which make for a better mix. 

If you would like to find out more about our Scout Group 
please ring our Group Leader Paul Deady on 59444248. 

◘ Roger Gordon 
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Wildlife Watch 
One day I noticed a couple of black thingies floating in a 
water-saving bucket. Idly dismissing them as maybe 
pieces of burned bark that might have fallen from my 
hair after a stint outside I poured more water in. 24 
hours later the two thingies had become one. This 
needed investigation so I gently slid a glass under the 
thingie and carefully lifted it out. To my amazement 
close inspection revealed about 20 little black ants 
holding hands in a raft-like formation! 

As these ants can swim, and float in concert for 
two days even during water being added how come 
they drown in a saucer of water? I carefully lifted the 
raft out with a glass then slowly emptied the glass of 
water onto a section of concrete and every ant 
immediately roved it was alive by running for cover. 
Why did they choose to float instead of swimming to 
the side of the bucket to climb out? Water ballet 
perhaps? When they turn up on the sink a few noisy 
finger taps sends them running for home. 

One peaceful autumn afternoon two crimson 
rosellas splashed, fluffed and dipped heads in the water 
dish while an eastern rosella stood off to one side 
performing the same movements in the resulting 
shower of water. Seems they had heard about stage 
three water restrictions! 

Since the last issue of  the Bell things have been a 
bit negative in my patch of bush. Many wildflowers 
didn't flower even during last spring. There is no sign of 
mosquito and sharp midge orchids or nodding 
greenhoods usually well up in April though tall 
greenhood plants were there. Flowers may not appear 
for six or seven weeks. February had reasonable rainfall 
so folklore suggests there will be a good show in spring.   

One thing not negative is my weeding project. My 
assistant and I are pulling last season's sweet vernal 
grass before it re-grows from roots. We have noticed 
that insects and spiders are not there in the same 
numbers. Though we were bombarded by marsh-flies 
during late summer!           

I went for a walk down my hill on the first day of 
May and discovered plants of nodding and tall 
greenhoods; mosquito orchid (Cyrtostylis renifromis) 
that all flower in spring. First leaves of autumn flowering 
gnat and small helmet orchids that I had given up on as 
they are so late were also there. 

The position of my rain gauge has come in for 
criticism at times for being too close to the canopy of 
gum trees. I have long considered that as standing 
under a gum tree for protection from rain is futile not 
much rainfall would be lost. 

So I set a container of identical size well away from 
trees. It collects exactly the same amount of 
precipitation.  

◘ Laura Levens 
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Platypus breeding success 

Three more juvenile platypus were found in the upper and middle 
reaches of Cardinia Creek in an all-night survey conducted late March 
by the Australian Platypus Conservancy in collaboration with 
Melbourne Water. 

APC Conservation Biologist, Dr Melody Serena, said she was 
thrilled by the result. 

This is the second year in succession that there has been 
successful breeding in Cardinia Creek.  The three youngsters found 
during the recent fieldwork—all females—were in excellent condition, 
Melody said.   

Since April 2004 a number of young platypus have been 
introduced to Cardinia Creek in the hope of re-establishing the 
population, which is thought to have disappeared as a result of the Ash 
Wednesday bushfires.  The fact that the translocated animals appear 
now to be reproducing routinely each breeding season is a very 
positive sign that the reintroduction project—the first of its kind in 
Australia—is well on the way to long-term viability.       

Rob Skinner, Managing Director of Melbourne Water, said. This is 
a great result for Cardinia Creek and shows that when we all work 
together to improve and protect our local rivers and creeks we help 
to create a healthy environment for populations of native animals such 
as platypus, fish and frogs.  

The results from surveys also suggest that the new platypus 
population in Cardinia Creek is gradually extending its range 
downstream.  The great challenge for the community is to improve 
conditions along Cardinia Creek in the Beaconsfield/Berwick area so 
that dispersing juveniles from the upper reaches can find suitable 
habitat. 

In addition, the reported use of illegal fishing equipment, especially 
Opera House yabby and cray traps, remains of concern as such traps 
can easily drown platypus.  Accordingly, anyone finding a trap or 
observing illegal fishing/yabbying activities should telephone the 24-
hour fisheries hotline 13 3474 (i.e. 13 FISH).       

Any sightings of platypus in Cardinia Creek should be reported to 
the Australian Platypus Conservancy at platypus.apc@westnet.com.au 
For more information, visit the APC website www.platypus.asn.au 
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Planting days in 
full swing 

 
We are gearing up for a very 
busy winter with nine Landcare 
planting days organised. Now 
that we have received some rain, 
with the expectation of more, we 
can commence. Certainly the 
plants are ready to go into the 
ground! 

Most of the properties 
concerned are located in the flat, exposed farmland of 
Clyde and Cardinia with problems of exposed stock and 
salinity. Surprisingly many have remnant populations of the 
Southern Brown Bandicoot. Planting wide shelter belts of 
indigenous vegetation therefore provides protection to 
stock, habitat for the bandicoots as well as the use of 
plants which are salt tolerant. All these properties will 
require at least two stages so will take two years to 
complete. Otherwise there are properties in Guy’s Hill, 
Officer and Harkaway to be planted this season. 

Landcare assistance is available with planting but it is 
also possible to do your own planting and have the plants, 
guards and mats supplied and financial assistance with 
fencing. Another option is to pay an expert contractor to 
do the work. Yanggai Environmental Services is a business 
arm of the Cardinia Environment Coalition which provides 
weeding, planting and other related services – money 
earned is used for environmental work associated with the 
CEC. Contact is Dan Robertson 5941 8446. 

Planting days are on alternate Sundays commencing on 
May 13th. They commence from 9am, everything is 
provided including lunch. We would welcome your 
involvement. Contact Margaret 9707 2415. 

With the assistance of two Berwick Secondary College 
classes we have almost completed stage 1 of a project to 
revegetate the riparian verge of Cardinia Creek at 
Beaconsfield Park, Beaconsfield. We were successful in 
obtaining a Melbourne Water grant to do this. It is one of 
two projects we are involved in on public land. The other 
is along Warlsdorf Creek in Harkaway. Both sites were 
badly weed infested and the waterways degraded. It seems 
to us that the only way to improve the conditions of our 
creeks is to become personally involved and proactive – 
money is often available to cover the costs. 

We hope you are enjoying the cooler weather and 
that your tanks will be full soon. 
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Residents have responded with great generosity again this year to 
the annual Red Cross doorknock.  A record amount of $6,656.90 
was collected this year in the area covering Upper Beaconsfield, 
Dewhurst, Guys Hill and a small section of Beaconsfield north of 
the highway.  This was the first year the amount raised was in 
excess of $6,000. 

A result such as this can only be achieved with the help of 
really dedicated volunteer callers and I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank and acknowledge their tireless commitment 
to Red Cross.  

Joining the group for the first time were Ruth Hainsworth, 
Rebecca Hill, Steve Pratt, Jenny Pritchard, Wendy Smith, Pam 
Watson and Aileen Wegener.   

My other callers for 2007 who willingly take on the task year 
after year are Sandie Bliss, Joyce Bumpstead, Leonie Collins, 
Dianne Conn, Jenny Coughlin, Lesley Davidson, Bev Dow, Barry 
Gates, Deb Holland, Darryl Hopkins, Jean McDonald, Matt 
McDonald, Bernadette McGougan, Ian McLean, Karen McQuilten, 
Brad Mars, Sandra and Albert Mew, George Moir, Marlene 
Norbury, Sue Ogilvie, John Patterson, Kim Pitcher, Carol 
Ronalds, Bev Sinclair, Ann and Graeme Taylor, Wendy Thomson, 
Jenny Vaughan, Gerald Williams and  Sally Williams. 

During the year patrons of the Pine Grove Hotel 
contributed $63 to the Red Cross tin on the bar. 

Thank you to all who have contributed to the work of Red 
Cross, your generosity is most appreciated and as tax time 
approaches, remember your donations are tax deductible! 

◘ Barbara Jackson 
5944 3554 

Upper Beaconsfield Area Organiser – Red Cross Calling 

A record collection 

Upper Beaconsfield Indigenous Nursery 
The nursery has plenty of stock from trees to groundcovers, all 
well ready to go into the ground. Many orders are yet to be 
picked up but will move quickly once the ground is sufficiently 
wet. If you need replacement plants following our long, severe 
summer you couldn’t do better than plant indigenous plants. 
Come and see what is available. 

Like everyone else the nursery has had a challenging time 
during the water restrictions. We plan to install a water tank 
before next summer so as to be independent of mains water. We 
are also using bog baths for some species to cut down on our 
water usage. 

The nursery is open on Fridays from 12md – 5pm and is 
located at 1 Halford St, Upper Beaconsfield. 

◘ Margaret Cromb 
9707 2415 
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On 4th August, Beaconhills Country Golf Club will celebrate 
our 60th anniversary as a club. Although the course and 
clubhouse date from the 1920s, our inaugural meeting was 
Monday 4th August 1947. The club is holding a Celebratory 
Dinner Dance and if anyone in our community feels an 
affectionate connection with Beaconhills and is interested in 
attending, please let us know on 5945 9210 and we can let you 
know full details closer to the date.   

Beaconhills Country Golf Club is like any sporting club, 
where much of the work is done by volunteers from amongst 
its members. Member Ros Harding is a treasure, having put in a 
lot of energy into her work as Ladies' Committee Secretary 
over the past eight years. Ros may be better known to the local 
community as Mrs Harding in her role as the librarian at Upper 
Beaconsfield Primary School for many years. Ros is always the 
first there for Beaconhills working bees and is the best 
contributor we have for our charity and open day cake stalls. 

She is also an excellent golfer, recently winning 
the Ladies' B Grade Championship for the 
second time and representing the club in 
Division 2 Pennant. 

The local Griffin sisters also performed 
admirably in the championships. Seventeen year 
old Laura Griffin, playing off a handicap of 4, won 
the 2007 Ladies' Club Championship for the 
second time. This is awarded to the golfer with 
the best gross score over three rounds. Fifteen 
year old Amber Griffin, playing off a handicap of 
18, won the Nett Aggregate Championship. This 
is awarded to the golfer who has the best result, 
once handicaps are taken into account.   

Beaconhills is taking the step of moving to 27 holes this 
winter and using 9 holes of the Lakes plus the Old course 18 
holes. The 3 nines will be mixed and matched to make a 
combination of three courses: the Old Course (the 18 holes of 
the Old - formerly Hills course stays as is), Stoney Creek (the 
front nine of the Old course and the Lakes 9 holes) and 
Dewhurst (the back nine of the Old Course and the Lakes 9 
holes).  

Beaconhills is one of the largest sporting complexes in the 
Shire of Cardinia and we operate without grants of any kind. 
We have over 600 members and 20,000 rounds of golf are 
played by green fee players each year. The club is moving 
towards consolidation in order to ensure the club's success 
well into the future. The support of the local community is 
always appreciated. 

◘ Danie Myers 

Village Bell June 2007 

Beaconhills celebrates 60 years 

Great Ocean Walk 
Our walking group has been at it again, this time we went west 
to Princetown with a view to walking some sections of the 
Great Ocean Walk. 

Eleven of us made plans to meet at Apollo Bay at 1.00pm 
on Monday.  Eight of us were there for the rendezvous, the 
other three went straight to Macka’s Farm at Princetown.  Our 
first walk was a short one to Marriner’s Falls where we had our 
picnic lunch. 

Driving, via Lavers Hill, we reached the Farm by 5.00pm.  
After settling in to our “Lodges” we inspected the dairy farm, 
saw a calf born, fed some calves and saw goats, chooks, pigs and 
rabbits. 

Teams of three of us were allocated to cater for each of 
the first three dinners, the others catered for breakfasts and 
lunches. 

After breakfast every day we made our own lunch, packed 
our bags and off we went on our pre-planned walk.  On our 
first morning we split into two groups and started at opposite 
ends of the cliff top walk between Gibsons Steps and 
Princetown. After two hours we completed the walk and then 
drove to the Twelve Apostles visitor’s centre where we had 

lunch before walking out to the viewing platforms.  The 
coastline is spectacular, the weather was sunny, cameras were 
very busy. Some of the group then returned to the farm, the 
rest of us went on to Loch Ard Gorge, made famous by the 
shipwreck there in 1878. 

One of our intrepid members had her bathers with her so 
she had a swim, another had no bathers but had a swim anyway. 

Further along the coast is Port Campbell, we went there 
for a “cuppa” and a Timboon ice-cream. 

On the third day five people had to drive back to Upper 
Beaconsfield, the rest of us did a serious walk up to and 
including Wreck Beach - there are 366 steps up from the beach. 

Thursday found us walking along the beach from Gibsons 
Steps, just beachcombing and admiring the Apostles from 
ground level.  Then off to Loch Ard Gorge again to visit the 
cemetery, Blow Hole, Thunder Cave and Broken Head before 
reaching Sherbrooke River. 

On our last day we just packed up and drove via Colac to 
Geelong where one of the members had a new grandson to 
visit while two of us spent time in the Botanic Gardens. 

Back to Upper Beaconsfield by late afternoon after a good, 
relaxing and stimulating week. 

◘ Jennie Vaughan 
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What a busy start to the year the Upper Beaconsfield Pony 
Club has had!  The club recently held a very successful Annual 
General Meeting at the Pine Grove with an outstanding 
attendance from members and their families.  A great social 
evening was had by all and the club welcomed in a new 
committee. 

The night did have a hint of sadness with some long serving 
committee members retiring and their families leaving whose 
‘pony clubbing days’ have come to an end.  A special 
presentation was made from the club to sincerely thank the 
families below who have made amazing contributions to the 
running of the club over the years:- 
• Fitzgerald Family (Bronwyn our extremely hard working 

out going President)  
• Weimann Family who have been involved for 19 years with 

the club 
Our long serving committee members who retired were as 
follows: 
• Julie Timms who has been on our committee for 14 years 

and has completed many jobs over these years including – 
District Commissioner, Membership Officer, Newsletter 
Editor and much more.  

• Tony Oldenburger retired from grounds and maintenance 
after doing this job for five years. 

• A special thank you was given to our out going District 
Commissioner, Sue Andrewartha for her amazing efforts 
over the year for the club. 

The new committee, being led by Julie Mahoney as 
President and Narelle Bentley – Bell as our District 
Commissioner is looking forward to 2007 and making it a fun 
filled year for all riders at our club. 

During the months of February and March every Friday 
afternoon and Saturday morning a very keen bunch of riders led 
by coaches Charlotte Oldenburger (one of our senior riders) 
and John Dore (parent) and an enthusiastic group of supporting 
parents turned up to the club for games practice.  A team was 
selected from this group to represent our club at the West 
Gippsland Zone Games day, competing against other clubs from 
our zone.  The top three teams would then go on to State 
Championships to represent our zone.   

The day was held on the 22 April at Warragul Pony Club 
grounds and our club was a very creditable 4th.  So 
congratulations to team members Isabella, Victoria, Charlotte, 
Tiffany, Clarissa, Layne and Natalie – you did our club proud 
girls!  Great effort!  Many thanks to the incredible amount of 
time and effort that our coaches put in to help this team with 
its efforts. 

The club is now preparing for our Combined Training day 
to be held on Saturday 9th June at the club grounds.  Other 
local clubs have been invited, so it should prove to be another 
successful day. 

Happy pony clubbing! 

◘ Marg Jones 

Village Bell June 2007 

Pony Club thanks stalwarts  

2007 Games Team members, left to right: Isabella, Victoria, Charlotte, Tiffany, Clarissa, Layne and Natalie 
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