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Our new printing press
Graham Jackson 

The Upper Beaconsfield Association has a brand new printing press to replace the old one that ‘died’ several years ago. It is 
a Risograph RZ 370 and you can judge it from this, our first, Village Bell printed on the new machine. 
The format has changed and the 
new Village Bell is A3 size, folded 
to A4. This not only looks more 
professional, it has allowed us to 
print the ‘Classified Advertisements’ 
on colour, and insert them as a 
centrefold. You can extract the ‘ads’ 
for future reference.

The new machine prints each side at 
up to 130 sheets per minute – that’s 
better than 2 per second. It prints 
A4 as well as A3 and will print 
magazine style, that is, it will print 
two pages on each side so the pages 
can be folded in half and assembled 
as a booklet. It even arranges the 
pages automatically for you, so that 
when assembled and folded, the 
pages are in sequence.

We can print colour, however this 
requires a separate printing roller for 
each colour and a further pass through the printer. At present we have rollers for black and red. Results when printing photos are very good and 
we hope to improve further as we gain experience.

We can ‘scan’ a paper original to produce a ‘master’ for printing or we can produce masters directly from a computer linked to the printer. 
This gives improved clarity, particularly on photos - it also allows us to ‘zoom’ the size up or down, even to producing double size on A3 to 
use as a promotional item. Copy can be submitted on CD or even e-mailed to us.

The UBA policy is to offer printing services only to ‘not for profit’ organizations and clubs in the area. If you are interested in having 
printing done then call Graham Jackson on 5944 3554 or Helen Smith 5944 3219. 

Online at www.upperbeaconsfield.org au
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Rainfall at Barkala, Emerald-Beaconsfield Road
George Moir

The last three months have indicated a return to a more normal 
rainfall pattern, with a total rainfall of 283.7 mm (average 248.3 
mm). The previous three month period, from February to April, had 
a rainfall total of 108 mm (average 199.8 mm).

The year 2007 to date (at the end of July) has recorded a rainfall 
of 452.8 mm (average 512.5mm) and has resulted in a significant 
reduction in the ongoing deficit. Note: the average is calculated over 
38 years ended December 2005.

Month 38 yr average 2006 2007

Jan 65.2 81.1 61.1
Feb 56.1 60.1 26.2
Mar 65.2 49.9 61.5
Apr 78.5 107.4 20.3
May 88.3 82.7 82.2
Jun 81.4 12.3 89.0
Jul 78.6 85.5 112.5

Aug 88.4 41.9
Sep 93.3 47.6
Oct 97.6 25.7
Nov 83.7 54.8
Dec 78.4 47.2

Total 954.7 696.2
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Neighbourhood Watch 
deliverers needed
Jenny Coughlin, NHW CAR6 Newsletter Editor

Each month, except for January, a NHW 
newsletter is hand delivered to almost 1 000 
houses in the Upper Beaconsfield and Guys 
Hill areas. We have almost 50 volunteers 
involved in this process, including the 
Newsletter Editor; printer; Assistant Area-
Coordinator who drops off approximately 
200 newsletters to each of the five Zone 
Leaders; Zone Leaders who each drop off 
between 15-35 newsletters to each of the 
Zone Representatives in their area, who each 
hand deliver the newsletters to the houses.
To fill two vacated volunteer positions, we 
need two people to help us out as Zone 
Leaders. Details are as follows:
What: Approximately 200 copies of 

the newsletter are dropped off at 
your house. You divide them into 
bundles and drop the bundles 
in the letterboxes of seven Zone 
Representatives (who then deliver 
them to residents)

When: Every month, except for January
Where: Area for Zone Leader 1: Most 

drop offs on Stoney  
Creek Rd and one on 
Beaconsfield-Emerald Rd

 Area for Zone Leader 2: Drop 
offs on Quamby Rd, Hughendon 
Rd, Salisbury Rd, Armstrong Rd, 
Valley Dve and Kitchen Rd

A police check will be required if you aren’t 
already a NHW volunteer.
We also have a number of committee 
positions that only entail 1–2 hours work a 
month. So, if you are able to help out with 
one of those or wish to find out more, please 
give me a call on 5944 4475.

Upper Beaconsfield Village Festival 2008 
– Saturday 16 February 9am-2pm
Liz Grigg 

The Village Festival will be back in 2008 by popular demand and 
will be bigger and better than ever.

Cardinia Shire Council has again provided a grant for the Village 
Festival, which is greatly appreciated.

Anyone interested in hiring a stall needs to contact the Community 
Centre on 5944 3484.

The next open Village Festival meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
24 September at 8pm at the Community Centre.

We would like to invite community members, local clubs and 
organisations to come along and share ideas and book their stall or 
activity at this meeting.

Congratulations!
To Kiki and Steve Malins, a daughter  
Ana Victoria Catherine  Born 4th May 2007 7lb 7oz 
Sister for Carla 

To Natalie and Mark Auhl, a daughter 
Mackenzie Jade  Born 18th May 2007 6lb10oz 
Sister for Lachlan and Kynan

To Sarah and John Walsh, a son 
Jake Henry  Born 6th June 2007 9lb 2oz 
Brother for Ryan
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Salisbury Gully: a sorry tale
Helen Smith

Back in June some concerned residents near Salisbury Gully in 
McBride Road noticed a group of youths busy at work in the gully 
and contacted police. The police attended promptly, to find a 
considerable amount of damage had been done to the gully and the 
track. Part of the bridge had been ripped out, steps pulled out, terraces 
had been levelled and various jumps and tracks had been constructed 
by the boys who had brought in hoes and shovels to make a BMX 
style mountain bike track.

The Cardinia Shire local laws officer, John Van Rensch, also 
attended and inspected the damage and has prepared an estimate of 
repairs and costs for the Council Works Department of $20 000–
$30 000 to bring the gully trail back into a safe condition.

The Cardinia Council website describes Salisbury Gully as a scenic 
flora and fauna reserve of 2.4 hectares under council management. 
The reserve runs through and behind properties in Salisbury Road 

and McBride Road. The slopes are steep (up to 25 degrees). Aims of 
the reserve include the conservation of fern gully vegetation.

The reserve came about as a result of land subdivision of a property 
in McBride Road. The moist south-facing gully has remnants 
of original vegetation with many tree ferns and ground ferns. A 
small committee of management was formed in 1980 consisting 
of local volunteers who spent many hours of hard work over the 
years constructing and maintaining the track circuit with council 
financial support. This included slashing, clearing, removal of weeds 
by pulling and spraying, installation of steps and risers, a bridge, 
terraces, fire hazard clearance and erosion control. 

It was a popular place for “nature studies” and a walking destination 
for BUPS students. However, in 2000, due to illness and the 
advancing years of the volunteers, the reserve committee lapsed. The 
reserve has been neglected since. 

These recent acts of vandalism have been the final straw for this 
once pretty walk. Unfortunately, the track is now quite treacherous. 
The modifications to the steps and terraces have resulted in water 
running straight down the track thus contributing to soil erosion. 

It is disappointing to know that misguided locals have actively aided 
and abetted its demise. With the growth of the urban spread, these 
reserves are precious. “Vacant” land belongs to someone or some local 
authority and people are not free to do as they please with such sites. 
What is needed now is for the erosion to be dealt with before 
more damage is done to the gully reserve. Council does not have 
spare funds to spend on it this year. In any case, is this a good use 
of council funds? What can be done to stop more vandalism in 
the future? However, if the reserve is not looked after, then more 
damage ensues. The Upper Beaconsfield Association would like to 
hear your views on the future of Salisbury Gully. If you have any 
suggestions please contact Julie Leitl, Secretary, PO BOX 86 Upper 
Beaconsfield 3808 or email ojleitl @ bigblue.net.au

About town

Exhibition for Stoney Creek Art Group
The Stoney Creek Art Group (SCAG) will hold its fourth 
exhibition of paintings at the Old Cheese Factory Gallery, Berwick 
from the 19–28 October.

The exhibitors are a diverse group in terms of age, experience and 
style but all share the common bond of being students of Petruccelli 
Art Studio, Upper Beaconsfield. The studio is located in Stoney 
Creek Road – the source of the group’s identity.

The exhibitors have prepared works in oil and pastel under the 
guidance of Peter Petruccelli (Dip. Fine Arts NGV). Peter provided 
group members with instruction in technique and support whilst 
allowing them the freedom to develop their own individual styles 
and interests.  Many of the works have been painted outside in the 
“plein air” tradition in the rural surrounds of Stoney Creek. Studio 
works include still life and portrait studies.

The Old Cheese Factory Gallery is located in Homestead Road, 
Berwick.  Gallery hours are 10am–4pm. The exhibition will be 
opened by Tony Purcell, President of the Berwick Artists’ Society. 

Members of the group will be in attendance at all times during 
the exhibition and most of the paintings will be for sale at realistic 
prices. There is no charge for admission to the exhibition.

For further information contact Mary Petruccelli on 5944 3224.

Home Theatre

Design & Consultation

Electronic Solutions Provider

Cables & Connectors

Suppliers of Jaycar, Altronics & Kordz

SHOP 6, 6-10 PRINCES HIGHWAY, BEACONSFIELD
Ph: 9768 9420  www.electronicconnections.com.au 

●
●
●
●
●
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Thoughts from a volunteer
Julie Leitl, Honorary Secretary UBA

As the Secretary of the UBA, I arrived early at the Community 
Centre meeting room on Wednesday night so I could prepare the 
room for our usual bi-monthly general meeting. Whilst setting out 
the chairs, I noticed some baby clothes had been left behind on 
the baby change table just outside the door of the Infant Welfare 
office. The sight of those tiny clothes brought a smile to my face as 
I remembered back to when I used to change my own babies on 
that very table, getting them ready for their regular weigh-in and 
checkup by the nurse.

My sons not only visited the nurse at the Community Centre, but 
also attended the crèche and then later the 3-year-old kinder before 
moving on to the 4-year-old kinder in Stoney Creek Road and then 
next door to the UB Primary School.

I, too, spent many an enjoyable hour at the Community Centre over 
the years attending an assortment of craft and other courses.

My oldest son, James, is no longer a baby or primary school boy, he 
is about to have his 18th birthday next month. I am in the midst 
of organising a gathering of family and friends, many of whom are 
Upper Beaconsfield locals that James went to crèche, kinder and 
school with, at the local Pine Grove Hotel.

The Pine Grove has been another long time gathering place where 
we have celebrated birthdays and anniversaries and I have even 
organised seminars and other various events there over the years.  
In fact, it was at the Pine Grove that I celebrated my own graduation 
for the Certificate IV Training course (run by our UB Community 
Centre) and also my graduation for my Equine Hoof Specialist 
course (my day job!)

As I think back over the last 24 years that I have lived in 
Upper Beaconsfield, I can’t help but feel grateful for having the 
opportunity to live in such a wonderful community. Taking on 
the role as Secretary for the UBA this year has added quite a lot 
to my already full plate I admit, but still, as I think back over the 
years that I have lived here, I always took for granted that there 
were people happily working hard, usually behind the scenes, in the 
community to make it the great place to live that it is. So, when I 
attended the UBA AGM last January there was a great need for the 
role of Secretary — so here I am, being active in my community, the 
community that has given me and my family such a great place to 
call home for so long!

There are many groups manned (or womaned) doing great work 
not only in Upper Beaconsfield but also within our ‘Combined 
Townships Group’, which is made up of Upper Beaconsfield, Emerald, 
Cockatoo and Gembrook. As Secretary of the UBA, I am also 
involved with this 4 Towns Group which meets every three months. 
If you have ever thought of giving a little of your time to help out in 
our Community, here is a list of positions that need filling. For more 
details feel free to contact me on 5944 3270 or ojleitl @ bigblue.net.au

Upper Beac Association

General Meeting
Jennie Vaughan, President

The general meeting of the UBA, held on1 August, discussed what 
is to be done in Salisbury Gully as a result of vandalism (see article 
on page 3).

Future plans for the Community Centre also created interest  
at the meeting.

Cr Legge spoke at the meeting, bringing us up to date on matters 
related to Upper Beaconsfield.

The next general meeting for the UBA will be held on 
Wednesday, 3 October at 8pm  

Community Centre Meeting Room 
* Everyone is welcome *

Individual and couple counselling available
Frankston, Cranbourne & Pakenham Contact
David  Nugent  0401  766  877

A Specialised Program 
for Men

“Get in tune with yourself, your partner,
your kids and your life”

at Pakenham, Thursday evenings 7 to 9pm

Are you ...
• Getting frustrated and exploding?
• Angry with the people you care for most?
• Doing things that leave you feeling guilty 

and ashamed?
Do you want …
• To stop hurting loved one/s?
• To stop exploding?
• Learn new ways to express yourself?
• A better way of life for your family?

Community Volunteers required to help the Cardinia Combined 
Townships Group
a. Weed Control Working Party
b. Transport Action Group sub committee
c. Secretary for Combined Townships Group (4 meetings per year)
d. Co-ordinator for Combined Townships Funding Applications
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Community Centre
Welcome Kirsten
Pam Edwards

The growing requirements of the Community Centre have led to 
the creation of a new five day per week receptionist position. The 
position was advertised in local papers and attracted 80 applications. 
We are pleased to welcome Kirsten Hill as part of the Community 
Centre team and we look forward to a long and happy association. 

Volunteers Required
The Community Centre relies on the help of volunteers to operate. 
Everyone has skills that could be put to use if they have the time to 
spare. Volunteers can choose to attend in a regular timeslot or can 
be available on a casual basis for specific projects and tasks, or as 
emergency relief.

If you have office experience, you can volunteer to work in the 
reception/administration area. Volunteers are also needed to help 
with a broad range of odd jobs, specialised tasks and projects. 
Retired people have knowledge and talents that could be passed on 
through becoming class tutors.

As a token of our appreciation, volunteer hours can be “cashed 
in” at the rate of $1 per hour towards courses at the Community 
Centre. Parents with young children who would like to volunteer 
have the added incentive of free crèche care while they carry out 
their volunteer duties. Volunteering is a great way to get involved in 
the Community and recent studies have shown it is good for your 
mental health. If you would like to know more please contact Pam 
or Alison on 5944 3484. 

Certificate III in Aged Care Work 
Graduation
Councilor Graeme Legge gave a warm and 
congratulatory speech to graduates at the Pine 
Grove Hotel on 24 July during a Graduation 
Ceremony. He emphasised the importance 
of learning at any age, even though it can be 
challenging returning to “school” as an adult. 
Tutor, Isabella Hastings, also addressed the 
students, many of whom have already gained 
employment in the Aged Care sector. She 
explained that working in the Aged Care 
sector is a vocation rather than a job. During 
the course students have not only learnt about 
caring and professional aged care, they have also 
learnt much about themselves.

UBCC has successfully run Certificate III 
in Aged Care Work courses for 11 years. 
Discounted crèche fees are available for 
students requiring crèche services during class. 
Anyone interested in enrolling should contact Alison  
or Pam on 5944 3484.

Crèche
Vacancies are available in our occasional care crèche. The crèche 
has a landscaped garden, playground and dedicated mature 
and experienced staff. Crèche staff develop stage-appropriate 
programming so that your child is learning through play. We have 
also started Music with Pru on Thursday mornings. Limited places 
are available. Phone 5944 3484 to book.

Future plans
Sally Randall

The Committee has for some time been concerned about the 
pressure being placed on the facilities at the Community Complex 
for adequate space for the Centre’s activities. Adding to that pressure 
is the need for space for other community groups’ activities and 
for practical needs such as storage. There is increasing demand for 
an even greater range of courses and activities, but with the Centre 
already busy from morning through to late evening, it is difficult 
to fit in any additional activities. While the Centre has looked at 
alternative venues for some classes, there are very few options close 
to the Community Complex. The Committee previously gathered 
together a sub-committee of interested parties to investigate the 
possibility of building an additional multi-purpose building at the 
Community Complex, but was not able to source any appropriate 
funding at that time. With the need for an additional building 
becoming more pressing, the Committee has revived its plans to 
expand its facilities, and has made some progress in identifying 
possible funding sources. We will shortly be calling a meeting of the 
sub-committee to discuss the options for a facility that will meet the 
community’s long term needs. If you are interested in being involved 
in any way, please contact the Community Centre and we will keep 
you informed of progress.

Certificate III in Aged Care Work Graduation: Left to Right Back Row:  
Cr Graeme Legge, Janene McLeod, Isabella Hastings (Tutor), Dionne Lewis, 
Trish Woodhead, Kathryn Clamp, Susan Morrison. Front Row: Vanessa 
Cachia, Michael Bodger, Louise Wilding.
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Cr Graeme Legge

Didn’t Upper Beaconsfield organisations perform well in the latest 
Community Capital Works Grants! All applications were granted 
by Council and announced at a celebratory reception recently. 
My congratulations to these groups for their vision in the first 
instance, and then for the thorough supply of detail required for the 
applications. (Actually, Council was able to fund ALL applications 
that were received this year.)

I also know of the appreciation expressed for the helpfulness of 
Council staff who attended information nights, made on-site visits 
with groups and who supplied advice and guidance along the way. I 
know of at least one Upper Beaconsfield organisation that is already 
thinking about its next application.

The winner of the ‘Stan Henwood Award’ for 2007 (for outstanding 
community service) was also announced at the above night. The 

Ranges Ward News
winner, Tom Van Den Dungen, comes from the Ranges Ward 
– although from a neighbouring township.

How impressive it was that nine people graduated with Certificate 
III in ‘Aged Care Work’ through Upper Beaconsfield Community 
Centre Inc.! Not only that, but there was a Statement of Attainment 
gained as well. This is a wonderful example of ‘Lifelong Learning’ 
being undertaken, with benefits to the individuals who participated, 
as well as to the wider community. I immensely enjoyed the 
celebratory occasion.

At the last meeting of the Upper Beaconsfield Association, I made 
mention of my intention to ask Council to construct a submission 
to the State Government in support of requiring deposits on 
drink containers. The State Government is due to review existing 
legislation on the matter in 2008. It seems opportune to initiate this 
action now.

Scouts — Celebrating 100 years
Roger Gordon, 1st Upper Beaconsfield Scout Group

This year Scouts are celebrating their 100 
years of World Scouting. You may have 

seen mention of this on the television 
or in newspapers. It all started in 1907 
when Lord Baden-Powell of Gilwell 
conducted an experimental camp on 
Brownsea Island, off the Dorset Coast in 
England, for some 20 boys with suitable 

adult leaders. The boys were taught what 
Baden-Powell meant by Scouting. They 

lived in tents, cooked their own food and 
learned many valuable skills through games. 

The camp was a great success and Scouting was started.

Scouting came to Australia a year later in 1908. The Girl Guides 
Association and Sea Scouts were formed in 1910. Scouts then 
expanded with Cubs in 1916, Rovers in 1918, Deep Sea Scouts in 
1928, Air Scouts in 1941 and Venturers in 1946. Australia’s first 
Jamboree was in 1934–35 and was attended by Baden-Powell.  
Jamborees are held in Australia every four years, with the most 
recent one being in January 2007 at Elmore in Victoria.

Today, worldwide scout membership is over 25 000 000 and there 
are over 250 independent national organisations affiliated to the 
World Bureau in Geneva under the control of the World Scout 
Committee. It is the largest youth association in the world and we, 
as part of this great organisation through 1st Upper Beaconsfield 
Scout Group, are extremely proud to be members.

This year a number of celebrations have taken place. In the last 
weekend of July our Scout Group attended a special weekend at 
Bell Park, Scout Drive, Nyora organised by the Eastern Region of 

Scouts Victoria to celebrate 100 years of world scouting. Over 700 
members attended and there were many activities including a big 
campfire, bike ride on Sunday and much friendship and fellowship. 
Further activities will continue this year and into next year.

If you would like to know more about Upper Beaconsfield Scout 
Group please do not hesitate to contact me on 9707 2414 or our 
Group Leader, Paul Deady, on 5944 4248. 

Water Saving — Check for Leaks
Helen Smith

It pays to check! I was very disappointed when our last water bill 
arrived. Despite all the effort we had put into conserving water and 
collecting our shower water etc., our last bill indicated that we had 
used an average of over 900 litres per day! This was in the highest 
level of  the charges scale.

There had been some complications with our water use over the last 
year as we had a leak over 12 months ago, which was fixed, and then 
our water meter was changed. So our consumption had been up and 
down, however, I couldn’t believe the new reading was accurate.

After several phone calls to South East Water, we checked on our 
usage since the last reading and conducted a leak test. Fortunately, 
we had kept the notice when the meter was changed. It turned out 
one digit of the water reading was wrongly keyed into our bill. I am 
happy to report our usage is now less than 200 litres per day. 

Leaking taps can add considerably to your water usage. Running toilets 
are also a culprit. If you want to conduct a leak test, read the meter 
before bed and again in the morning, not using water in between. If 
there is no change to the reading, you’re OK. If there is a difference, 
then check your tap washers and your cistern/s or call in your plumber.
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Gembrook Electorate
Tammy Lobato

VicRoads is currently developing a proposal to improve safety on 
Beaconsfield-Emerald Road between the Princes Highway and 
Belgrave-Gembrook Road to address the incidence of run-off-
road crashes. Treatments will include improving the road’s surface 
through the curves south of Upper Beaconsfield, the installation of 
guard rails at selected locations, shoulder sealing, edgeline marking 
and the installation of additional guide posts.

Consideration will also be given to lowering the 100 km/h speed limit 
to 90 km/h and lowering the existing 80 km/h sections to  
70 km/h. These changes have been discussed with Victoria Police and 
the Shire of Cardinia and both support the proposed lower speed 
limits. I would welcome feedback from residents on this suggestion.

The cost of the works to Beaconsfield-Emerald Rd is estimated to be 
over $500  000. I know residents will welcome this funding as roads and 
road safety continue to be one of the top priorities for local residents.

The State Government has confirmed its $200 000 commitment 
to Gemco in Emerald as part of the Arts in the Suburbs program. 
The redeveloped performing arts complex will be an accessible and 
quality venue and provide for a greater range in arts and cultural 
events in the local area. 

In June, a further $30 000 was provided to address safety issues at the 
Beaconsfield Reservoir which now boasts a new name: the Beaconsfield 
Nature Conservation Reserve. The 170 hectare site has State 
Conservation significance and is an important part of local heritage. 

For those interested in local heritage, grants are currently open for 
funding through Heritage Victoria. There are various categories of 
grants available and full details are accessible by emailing  
heritage.grants @ dse.vic.gov.au or by contacting my office. 

On another note, new family violence measures are being 
introduced to enable police to be able to take immediate action to 
intervene in family violence matters. New on-the-spot intervention 
orders mean that applications for orders do not have to wait to go to 
court but can instead be acted on by police at the time of the report. 
In a practical sense, this will be immediate protection for those 
subjected to family violence.
The smoking bans in all indoor licensed venues, which came 
into place on 1 July this year, have been widely welcomed by the 
community. Since March 2006, around 80 000 workplaces are now 
smoke-free, which will dramatically improve the health status of 
Victorians. My lingering concern is the issue over adults smoking in 
the confined environment of a car while children are present.  
I have written to the Minister for Health asking for consideration 
of whether passive smoking in this particular environment can also 
be addressed. I strongly believe that protecting young children from 
the harm of tobacco, as one aspect of the responsibilities of adults 
towards the health of children, is vital.

Please contact me for assistance or advice at my electorate office: 
Tammy Lobato MP 
1/5 Gloucester Ave  Berwick  VIC  3806 Tel: 9796 1987 
Email: tammy.lobato @ parliament.vic.gov.au

What is happening at the Beaconsfield Nature Conservation Reserve?
Liz Davies

Many locals will be wondering what is happening to the old Beaconsfield Reservoir 
on O’Neil Road Beaconsfield, since it was decommissioned. 

Happily, for residents of this area, the State Government permanently reserved the site 
as a stunning Nature Conservation Reserve covering 170 hectares, providing a protected 
home to environmentally significant and vulnerable endangered flora and fauna.

In 2005, the Victorian Government appointed the Cardinia Environment 
Coalition Inc. as the Committee of Management for the Reserve. The CEC has 
formed a supporters’ group which contributes to the restoration, preservation and 
maintenance of the area.

Already much has been done to develop a Management Plan, including consultant 
studies into the cultural heritage, flora and fauna, industrial heritage, water, weeds and 
weed control, fire ecology and community and stakeholder engagement and involvement.

A weed awareness and plant give away is planned for Sunday 9 September 2007, 
where neighbours of the Reserve, and other interested people, can tour parts of the 
Reserve and the perimeter to view the danger of garden weeds escaping into the area. 
Supporters of the B.N.C.R. will be on hand to distribute free plants and encourage 
local landholders to plant indigenous local species.

Any locals interested in joining the supporters’ group will be very welcome.

B.N.C.R. Supporters’ Group on behalf of the CEC Inc. Contact Liz Davis  
on 0407 885 944
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Join the fight against weeds
Cardinia Shire Council is urging residents to join the ongoing fight 
against weeds such as blackberry, sweet pittosporum, ragwort and 
thistles. Weed and Landcare Project Officer, Marianne Sawyer, said 
this year Council is focusing its efforts on roadside weeds in close 
proximity to towns, but local landowners are a very important 
aspect in the war against weeds. “We want to halt the invasion of 
environmental weeds, particularly introduced species, before they 
make any more inroads into towns nestled in our precious bushland.”

Residents can not only ask for advice on weed identification and 
management, but can also seek reimbursements of up to $500 to 
cover the cost of herbicides used to manage properties through 
Council’s 2007–2008 Weed Grants Scheme.

The successful scheme, now in its eleventh year, is expected to be once 
again popular with residents.  Applications for the Weed Grant Scheme 
are available from Council’s website at www.cardinia.vic.gov.au.

“Residents’ weed management efforts are a very important part 
of stopping harmful environmental weeds in their tracks. With 
residents able to apply for reimbursements through the Weed Grant 

Scheme, residents 
won’t necessarily 
be out of pocket 
for the cost of 
herbicides they 
apply in their own 
backyards”, Ms 
Sawyer said.

For residents with 
the invasive weed 
bridal creeper on 

their property, Council has good news. Council has been working 
with the Department of Primary Industries on releasing a rust 
fungus in the area to control bridal creeper.

Shire Information

We still Care!
Matt McDonald

Is anybody out there? Is anybody in special need of home help, 
handyman help, a friendly visit, emergency transport, or a little 
firewood to tide them over the last of the winter?

The Upper Beaconsfield Care Group has not been very active in 
recent months, not for want of volunteers willing to offer assistance 
or lack of resources. In fact, we have not been busy because we have 
not been called on. This is, of course, very good news if the residents 
of the district are in no particular need of our services.

This may be the case, but there is also the possibility that there 
are those in the community who could do with a friendly visit or 

Community Care Group
some practical help. The UBCCG depends on those in need to call 
them, or those who know of others in need. Perhaps you know of 
a neighbour who is convalescing or going through a difficult time, 
and could do with a discreet visit from a Care Group volunteer. 
Please contact the President Matt McDonald on 5944 3860 or the 
Community Centre if you wish to make a request.

The Care Group has operated for about twenty years and the 
Committee meets on a monthly basis. We receive financial assistance 
from the Shire Council and produce a newsletter twice a year. The 
present Committee is: Matt McDonald (President) Barry Medwin, 
Ian McLean (Treasurer), Rosemary Bryen and David Myers.

The spore of the rust fungus is released onto the leaf via a spore 
water medium and will eventually colonise and reduce the ability 
of bridal creeper plants to grow and reproduce. This form of natural 
control is considered effective but requires 3 to 5 years to kill a 
bridal creeper plant.

For further information about Council’s Weed Grant Scheme or 
advice on where to collect the rust fungus locally, contact Council 
on 1300 787 624. For further information contact Simone Ryan on 
5945 4258.

Local Law officers are “gonna knock on your door …”
Council’s Local Law officers are knocking on doors all over Cardinia in 
a push to reduce the number of unregistered dogs and cats in the Shire.

Each year, Council sends out thousands of pet registration renewal 
forms which pet owners are required to return by 10 April. However, 
as many pet owners fail to renew their pets’ registration, Council 
believes there are many unregistered pets in the Shire.

Council’s Manager Local Laws, Alan Giachin, said unregistered 
pets posed a significant problem for Council because unidentifiable 
animals collected as strays were difficult to return to their owners. 
“Pet registration is an important part of being a responsible pet 
owner,” Mr Giachin said.

Under the Domestic (Feral and Nuisance) Animal Act 1994, all 
dogs and cats aged three months or more must be registered and 
must wear an approved registration tag issued by Council.

Mr Giachin said new regulations meant that Council could only 
accept new applications to register a dog or cat if there was evidence 
that the animal had been implanted with a microchip. 

He said owners of unregistered animals may find themselves facing 
fines of $220. This may increase to $500 in cases which require 
court action.
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Upper Beac CFA
Ron Sawyer

The brigade is overwhelmed by the generosity of some of our 
community members. Numerous offers of firewood have been 
received following an article in the Pakenham Gazette on the theft 
of firewood from the fire station. The brigade collects firewood for 
fundraising raffles during winter months.

Down lights go up in smoke
It has recently come to light that several house fires across Victoria 
have been caused by downlight transformers overheating. This 
overheating has been attributed to insulation over the transformers 
preventing the required cooling airflow. If you have had insulation 
fitted to areas with downlights, it is well worth inspecting each 
downlight to verify its safety. (Note: Some downlights run directly 
off 240V and therefore don’t need transformers.)

Also consider putting a smoke alarm in the ceiling space to provide 
early detection of a fire. Remember to put it where it can be easily 
accessed each autumn to change the battery.

Some modern smoke alarms can now be wired together so that 
smoke detected by one smoke alarm will trigger others. 

Preparing for summer bushfire threat
The last few summers have seen severe bushfires around Victoria. 
The low levels of property loss from these fires is attributed 
primarily to the preparedness of the residents. 

Strong north winds observed during August suggest an early onset 
of the bushfire season. There are many things that can be done to 
reduce the impact of a bushfire when it comes.

1) Vegetation management: Remove dead plant material near 
your house. Green leafy plants (other than conifers) can be 
beneficial by catching embers and slowing winds. 

2) Update your Plan: Will you leave early or stay to defend? 
What has changed since last year? 

3) Suppression equipment: Would a sprinkler system on your 
house help?

4) Fire brigade access: If you need a fire truck, can they get close 
to your house? Long narrow driveways or locked gates may 
prevent or delay vital assistance.

5) Water Supplies: In the event of a bushfire in the Upper 
Beaconsfield area, mains water pressure is likely to drop 
to a very low level. Consider installing a tank for you own 
fire suppression work and also to provide water for the fire 
brigade if required.

6) Local community: Talk to your neighbours and consider 
sharing knowledge and resources. Do you have a community 
fireguard group?

7) Review your insurance: Can you replace your house and 
contents for the amounts you have insured? Consider 
increasing the excess to allow increased cover without 
increasing cost. Get a quote from an alternate company to 
make sure you are getting the best price.

Support your local CFA
Pat Edwards – President Brigade Auxiliary

Open Garden & 
Fundraiser

Cup Weekend 
3, 4 & 6 November 2007

at “Evans Leigh”
167 Stoney Creek Rd, Upper Beaconsfield

Don’t pass up the opportunity of visiting a most wonderful  
clematis garden.

Local residents Jim and Dot Evans have an absolutely magnificent 
and enchanting garden.

Come and stroll along paths and tracks displaying the beauty and 
spectacular colour of a variety of plants, mingling with over 300 
different Clematis.

Clematis plants for sale
Your local Fire Brigade and Auxiliary will have for you to enjoy 
throughout your wanderings of the garden a scrumptious 
Devonshire Tea and Sausage Sizzle.

The Brigade sincerely appreciates the commitment to the 
community by Jim and Dot.
The success of the open garden helps support YOUR Brigade. 

Proceeds from the Devonshire Tea and Sausage Sizzle will enable 
the Brigade to purchase equipment needed for the Fire Trucks.
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Vale: Margaret (Peg) Bellair
Margaret (Peg) McCullagh Bellair 

31 October 1919 – 26 July 2007

“Peg” was a lovely lady, who achieved much during a long, happy, 
interesting and fairly adventurous life. 
Peg was born in Glen Iris in 1919. Her parents were George 
Mitchell, an agriculturist, and Mary Whiteside. She had one 
brother, James. The family was very close. Her early education began 
at Corowa School, later going to St. Margaret’s School, which was 
then at Stonnington in Malvern. A prefect in her final year, she was 
also House Sports Captain and represented the school in athletics, 
tennis and basketball.
After leaving school in 1938, she commenced a two year course 
at Invergowrie Hostel which entailed cooking and institutional 
management. Soon after the outbreak of World War II, her father 
bought a large property on the Bellarine Peninsula, which Peg 
helped her father manage. After two years Mrs Mitchell decided it 
was too isolated, so they returned to Melbourne.
Peg decided to train as a nurse “to prove to my father that I could 
do something!” She commenced her general 
nursing training at the Children’s Hospital in 
Carlton, later to become the Royal Children’s 
Hospital. Her adult nursing training was done at 
the Royal Melbourne Hospital in 1945. Having 
completed her General Certificate, she decided to 
continue her professional nursing career moving 
to the Women’s Hospital for midwifery training. 
Following this she also obtained her Infant 
Welfare certificate. In 1950 she volunteered to 
help relieve a nursing shortage at the Queen 
Victoria Hospital and found that she enjoyed 
working there.
The following year her parents took her for a trip to Europe and the UK.
In 1952, now well qualified and experienced, she applied for a 
senior position at the Queen Victoria. The hospital was having 
trouble finding an experienced and able sister to take charge of 
the enormous “35 bed” Premature Nursery which was in the care 
of Dr Kate Campbell, later Dame Kate, who was the first person 
in the world to recognise that faulty administration of oxygen to 
premature babies could cause severe eye damage — retrolental 
fibroplasias. However, Dr Campbell was very demanding. When 
introduced to each other, Dr Campbell, who was quite a small 
woman, and Peg stood back and looked each other up and down.  
Dr Campbell smiled and from then on they worked together in 
great harmony for the next 2½ years. They shared a love of their 
work and had a similar Scottish sense of humour.
Peg’s next career move was to become Sister in charge of midwifery 
at Frankston Community Hospital, where she later became Deputy 
Matron. She was an able administrator, and up to the time of her 
death, Peg and her professional colleagues would meet annually for 
a reunion luncheon.
Peg then joined the “Australian Inland Mission” and, in 1966, 
was sent to take charge of the Kununurra Hospital in the north of 
Western Australia. For twelve months the hospital had no doctor, 

a skeleton staff, a shoe string budget whilst managing somehow to 
care for over 300 Aboriginal people and 900 other people. Peg dealt 
with infections, accidents, burns, midwifery, murders, white ants 
and the wet and dry seasons. She enjoyed the challenge. In 1968 her 
cousin, Betty Whiteside, (who has been so supportive of Peg during 
the past few months of her life) joined her at Kununurra, also 
working at the hospital.
In the meantime, her cousin John Bellair and his wife Joan (Macrae) 
and daughter Sarah had decided to return to Australia from France 
upon Joan being diagnosed with breast cancer. In 1965 John bought 
“Applecross” in St. Georges Road. In 1969, when Joan became 
terminally ill Peg came to help at “Applecross”, nursing Joan through 
her difficult final sickness. John was devastated after Joan died. Later 
that year he went to Littlehampton in England to learn how to sail 
and navigate, buying the yacht “Merrywind”.
Peg had returned to her work at Frankston. In 1969, in recognition 
of her services to the hospital she was made a Life Governor of the 
Frankston Community Hospital.
During 1970 she received a letter from John asking her to join him 

on “Merrywind” in the Mediterranean, which she 
did. In 1972, Peg and her cousin, John Bellair, were 
married. John was ten years older than Peg, but they 
had known and admired each other since childhood, 
and had many common friends and interests. They 
were a very entertaining couple — two strong 
personalities. Neither was ever short of a word, and 
any brief lull in the conversation was quickly filled. 
As Mrs John Bellair, Peg now had the opportunity 
to use the skills she had acquired at Invergowrie. She 
was an excellent cook and hostess. In 1979, John, 
ever restless, returned to Littlehampton, bought a 
32’ Hillyard yacht, and for two years they sailed the 

Mediterranean together. 
1983 was a sad year for them as “Applecross” was one of the 186 
houses destroyed on Ash Wednesday. They both coped with the 
problem and soon rebuilt a new “Applecross”. John lived to be 93, 
dying in 2001. They had been married for 29 years. For the last six 
months of John’s life, Peg was his both his day and night nurse. Peg 
loved John dearly and it was a task she was happy to fulfil.
Peg always had a strong sense of duty and devotion, and was warm 
and compassionate. She had a great sense of humour and always 
seemed to be happy and optimistic. I can never remember her 
making a derogatory remark about anyone. These attributes would 
explain why she had such a diverse group of friends. She was a 
member of the Berwick Bridge Club, where she played regularly 
with Hilary Day as her partner. Her Saturday luncheon at the 
Pine Grove with Bill Hudson and other friends was a regular and 
important part of her life. Peg attended the last luncheon only five 
days before she died.
Peg certainly enjoyed her nursing life, and was justly proud of all 
her achievements. It is interesting that she continued to pay for 
her Annual Practising Certificate for Nursing until 1994 (she was 
then aged 75 years). This certificate enabled her to practise as a 
nurse professionally if she so wished. Peg was a proud member 
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Vale — Peg Bellair
Barbara Jackson 

Members of the Berwick/Upper 
Beaconsfield Red Cross Unit were saddened 
at the loss of Mrs Margaret (Peg) Bellair 
who passed away peacefully at her home 
“Applecross” in Upper Beaconsfield on 
Thursday 26 July.

Peg joined the Berwick/Upper Beaconsfield 
Red Cross Unit on 15 February 1973. 
Peg’s 30 plus years as a member of the Unit 
involved total commitment and dedication 
— certainly not a passive member!

In 1976 Peg, together with Margaret 
Phillips and Marie Womersley, recognised 
the need to attract younger members to Red 
Cross and they were instrumental in setting 
up the Berwick Hills Unit, with Heather 

de Crespigney as President. The Unit has 
flourished and made a great contribution for 
more than 30 years.

During the years 1977 and 1978, Peg 
was President of the Berwick/Upper 
Beaconsfield Unit. In 1983 and 1984 
she was Chairman of the Henri Dunant 
Region and in 1983, 1984 and 1985 Peg 
represented the Region on the Divisional 
Council of Red Cross in Melbourne.

From 1980 to 1994 Peg co-ordinated the 
“Red Cross Calling” doorknock in Upper 
Beaconsfield, a task that she approached 
with military precision. Every street in 
Upper Beaconsfield, Dewhurst, Guys Hill 
and Beaconsfield north of the Highway was 
covered by a volunteer caller, many of whom 
were personal friends of Peg.

Peg’s wonderful group of volunteer callers 
set the framework for personal and friendly 
contact with the community each March.

Peg was Regional Chairman when the 
fires swept through Upper Beaconsfield. 
“Applecross” was lost during the fires, but 
Peg continued all her Red Cross activities.

Peg’s service to Red Cross included all aspects 
of volunteering – from the major tasks to 
braving the elements, selling raffle tickets in 
High Street and Upper Beaconsfield.

Peg’s financial support of Red Cross continued 
with her wish for tributes to her memory, be 
directed to Red Cross, in lieu of flowers.

Vale to Peg — a great lady and great volunteer.

Berwick/Upper Beaconsfield Red Cross Unit
Barbara Jackson 

The 93rd Annual General Meeting of the Unit was held during July. 
Chairperson, Joy Amos, reported a rewarding year for the Unit with 
excellent fundraising and an increase in membership. Red Cross 
Calling funds raised via the Unit amounted to $17 526. Special 
effort days have enabled funds to be allocated to both local and 
overseas projects.
Sales of Red Cross Christmas merchandise totalled $4 000, with 
$1 500 worth of the sales handled by the wonderful volunteer staff 
at the Berwick Mechanics Institute Library who support Red Cross 
enthusiastically each year.
The Library is also the collection point for used postage stamps. 
Eunice Welch, who is in charge of the philatelic section of Red 
Cross Victoria, reports that stamp sales attained a record of $10 118 
over the past 12 months.
Jennie Coventry was congratulated on being presented with the Red 
Cross Service Award at Government House in May. Jennie, in her 
role of Regional Chairperson, presented Florence Millership with 
her 30 year Service Award.
Members are always ready for duty at Red Cross Blood Bank 
locations and Phyl Cunliffe and Kath Evans regularly visit local rest 
homes. Their kindness is greatly appreciated.
The Unit has volunteers working in both the Pakenham and 
Berwick Red Cross shops and the TeleCross service, whereby 
volunteers contact elderly people living alone each morning at 
a prescribed time to check if they are alright and not in need of 

special care. The Unit is keen to advise people of this service. 
Contact Helen Fyfe (9707 1059) if you know of anyone who can 
benefit from this daily contact.
Guest Speaker was Laura Simpson, Community Programs 
Development Officer. Laura is an enthusiastic 25 year-old ideally 
suited to the new initiatives of Red Cross Community Service.
Members were unaware of several of the new programs being set 
up to help young people, such as SAM (Save a Mate) for friends 
with problems in the 15–24 age group and Teen Mentoring for 
Secondary students. Volunteers are carefully selected and very well 
trained to help in these areas.
Breakfast Clubs in schools and the Telecross program are already 
carried out by volunteers in our Region. Single Incident Assistance 
helped a Berwick family whose home was destroyed by fire during 
July. RECOM (Red Cross Communications) registered people 
evacuated during the East Gippsland floods.
Volunteers are always needed to help extend Red Cross community 
services. The Unit is always looking for active volunteers. Monthly 
meetings of the Unit are held on the 2nd Friday each month at the 
Berwick RSL Hall, Langmore Lane at 10am.

Barbara Jackson 5944 3554

of the League of Former Trainees of the Children’s Hospital. Peg 
was a regular churchgoer and was a church organist for several 
years. She was a member of the Lyceum and Alexandra Clubs, the 
Kooyong Tennis Club and a life member of the Australian Davis 
Cup Foundation. She was a regular attendee at the Australian Open 
Tennis each January. She enjoyed Probus and was President of the 
Berwick Ladies Probus in 1963/4. 
Peg enjoyed her house and garden and loved her little dog, Joey. 
She travelled extensively and adventurously right up until 2005 

when she travelled the Silk Route. In her 85th year she wanted to 
go skydiving; after three failed attempts due to adverse weather 
conditions, she decided to call it quits.
Peg faced her final sickness with great courage and a positive 
outlook. Peg enjoyed her life — several times saying to me that “she 
had been very lucky being in the right place at the right time.” Peg 
is survived by her nephew, Robert Mitchell. Her funeral service was 
held at St Andrew’s Uniting Church in Berwick on Tuesday 31 July.
Charles Wilson
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Wildlife Watch
Laura Levens

Well! Wasn’t I pleasantly surprised when I walked my patch of bush 
early in June! 

Carpets of nodding greenhood orchid plants were spread under 
the gum trees in the grassy woodland at the top of the hill and the 
stringy-bark woodland in the lower third where some were in bud. 
Many other greenhood species and onion and sun orchids were 
up in both areas. Smooth, fleshy donkey orchid plants were at the 
top of the hill. Small helmet orchids were flowering, gnat orchids 
flowered on time and brown-beak orchid leaves were in the stringy-
bark woodland.

Blue love creeper and common flat pea were preparing to flower in 
early spring and myrtle and hop wattles were in bud.

My young weeding helper and I have attacked onion grass while 
sweet vernal grass germination has been delayed by the dry 
conditions. Now we are becoming interested in various fungi. He 
found a type of small bracket fungi (Antrodiella citrea) growing on 
a rotting twig among the litter. It was interesting to see it glowing 
yellow in the dusk. Also noted were tiny pale mushroom shapes 
with black stems as tough and thin as horsehair commonly known 
as horsehair fungi.

My helper noticed a long-legged insect hanging among the grass, 
one I hadn’t seen here before. The only similar one in photographs 
I have seen was of one from Queensland. I think this one was a leaf 
insect but with only three species of true leaf insects in Australia, I 

will need to get an expert opinion. It was narrow like a stick 
insect but with a 4cm body shaped like a folded eucalypt 

leaf and legs with wider flat parts like small eucalypt 
leaves. Their eggs are dropped randomly among 

litter and hatch just as randomly.

Inspiration for gardeners
Helen Smith 

Have you visited the Australian Garden at Royal Botanic Gardens 
Cranbourne yet? It opened in 2006 after years of planning and 
planting and it is well worth a visit.
The Australian Garden is a designed garden laid out with innovative 
displays, architectural and educational features. The arid garden 
is a major feature; others include a display garden of perfumed 
plants, exhibition gardens include water saving gardens and a home 
gardens display. Wonderful large-scale sculptures and water features 
spectacularly set off plantings and displays. If you need some 

inspiration on how to use native plants in your home garden, a visit 
to the Australian Garden is a must. 
You can also enjoy various guided tours, lectures and events which 
are staged at various times of the year, bookings required. The 
RBGC Visitor Centre, with the Boonerwurrung Café and Gardens 
Shop, cater for all visitor enquiries and needs. Admission fees apply 
to the Australian Garden.

Flora and Fauna
The Australian Garden is just one part of the 363 hectares of 
heathlands, wetlands and woodlands at RBG Cranbourne. At 
the Stringybark Picnic Area, there is a parking area with picnic 
and toilet facilities nearby and many kilometres of walking trails 
for the energetic. If you are lucky, and observant, you may even 
see bandicoots and echidnas. The gardens are a paradise for bird 
watchers. Admission to this section is free.
The garden is located at the corner of Ballarto Road and Botanic 
Drive Cranbourne (off South Gippsland Highway) Melway Ref: 
133 K10. http://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/rbg_cranbourne
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Environmental commitment
Nick Karanzoulis  Principal 

Beaconsfield Upper Primary School has an ongoing strong 
commitment to the education of all students on environmental 
issues and a sustainable Earth for future generations. In Term 2, as 
part of the school’s Talented and Extension Program, ten students 
from the Grade 5/6 level attended the Melbourne Water Yarra 
River Youth Conference at the MCG. The two-day conference 
was an invaluable experience for the children as they were given 
the opportunity to discuss water health issues with other children 
from the State and the possible strategies that can be implemented 
in order to improve the quality of water systems in this great 
land of ours. Our children were also required to perform a play 
that focused on life at a fictional Port Phillip Bay fish school. 
The organisers were so impressed with how well the children 
understood the water health issue and the way that they delivered 
their message to the audience that they were invited to participate 
in the International River Health Conference in Canberra that will 
be staged from 14–16 October 2007. The children and the school 
will conduct fundraising activities to assist with the travel costs. 
The school council is providing some financial assistance to meet 
the travel expenses of the children as a way of acknowledging their 
achievements. We would welcome donations and/or sponsorship 
from community organisations to help with meeting the cost of the 
Canberra trip.

Visit to Salisbury House
One of the values that we uphold strongly at Beaconsfield Upper 
Primary School is that of respect towards ourselves and others, 
including the aged. Our on-going association with the folk at 
Salisbury House is special, and it provides our children with first-
hand experience with the more mature members of our society and 
those at the “older” end of the human cycle.

One of the most satisfying things that we can do as caring human 
beings is to bring a smile and some joy to others around us. The 
eyes get a little teary when you see the enjoyment that a children’s 
performance brings to those too frail to move independently but 
can still recall their glorious school days, preceding the Great 
Depression. Our Grade 3/4s brought joy to the folk at Salisbury 
House in the last week of Term 2 when they performed a series of 
songs and dances to brighten the residents’ days and made them feel 
good because our children cared for them.

Sport
Our sports teams were again successful with the winter interschool 
competition. Every grade 6, and many grade 5 students, had the 
opportunity to participate in their preferred sport and interacted 
with children from other school settings. Our netballers, T-ballers 
and footballers were District Champions with the Football and  
T-ball teams reaching the Zone Finals. A great effort!

For the second year in a row, our students participated in the 
McDonald’s Hooptime Basketball Tournament at the Dandenong 
Stadium earlier this term. Six grade 3/4 teams and seven grade 
5/6 teams had the time of their life participating in a sport that 
emphasises the importance of team values and team skills. Thus far, 
one team has gone through to the Regional Finals.

Parent education
Learning is a life-long experience that comes to a halt when we are 
no longer breathing. Each day, individuals have ample opportunities 
to learn something new that may contribute to a brighter future and 
a better quality of life. Teachers are constantly learning from others 
around them, including colleagues and professionals who specialise 
in certain disciplines. Recently, staff, and later in the evening, 
parents, were involved in learning more about the You Can Do It 
program. This program is widely used in Victorian schools as it 
combines the best features of highly successful wellbeing programs. 
The YCDI program incorporates social and emotional outcomes 
along with achievement outcomes as central to schooling.  
The program has three goals:
Goal I: Emotional Well-Being
Goal II:  Success in School and Life
Goal III:  Positive Relationships and Social Responsibility
We looked at strategies to develop our Emotional Resilience skills 
and ways of keeping things in perspective. For example, the use of 
the Emotional Thermometer to help keep things in perspective is 
a simple but very effective way of determining the seriousness of 
events. Bad events are not all as catastrophic as young children often 
think. Students are encouraged to rate an event as a bit bad, bad, 
very bad, or catastrophic on a thermometer from 0–100 with 100 
being a major event such as death.
This approach prepares people to become more emotionally  
resilient and more capable of managing incidents in their lives with 
better long term outcomes.

Defence Lake Attack
On Sunday 26 August, our community was heavily involved in 
the Defence Lake Attack at the Albert Park Lake Circuit. Over 70 
students, parents and teachers ran/walked the 5km track or ran the 
10km track to help raise funds for charities. As well, the Parents 
and Friends Association and the Human Powered Vehicle (HPV) 
Committee held a food and drinks stall to help raise funds for 
the school. This was a very enjoyable social outing for the BUPS 
community and it contributed to the overall health and fitness of 
our students and members of our community.

Primary School News
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Upper Beaconsfield 
Kindergarten and Pre-Kinder
Susi Sironic 

We held our Open Day on Saturday,  
11 August 2007 at both centres – hope you 
made it along. It was a great opportunity 
to have a look at our wonderful learning 
environment, meet the staff and committee 
and ask questions about our programs. 
If you missed it, you can still chat to 
our enrolment officers and make an 
appointment to meet the staff. Kinder 
enrolments are taken from age 2 and Pre-
Kinder enrolments are taken from birth.

Please ring Nadia on 5944 3996 for 
Kinder; ring Karine on 5944 3238 for  
Pre-Kinder.

The big news from our kinder is that 
we have been successful with our three 
Capital Works Grants applications from 
the Cardinia Council. This means that 
the council will pay half the cost of  three 
projects. (1) We are going to repair (remove 
and lay down new) the bathroom floor at 
kinder – boring but very necessary, (2) we’re 
installing an external storage shed for the 
kinder sandpit, allowing the children to 
further develop their personal choice and 
responsibility to return their toys without 
the need for adult intervention and (3) we 
will install a water tank, pump and external 

sprinkler system for the kinder building. This 
will allow the kinder to remain open on days 
of Total Fire Ban. I’d like to give a big thank 
you to all the families in our community 
who support our fundraising which allows 
us to improve our services and building for 
many of the community to benefit.

Upper Beaconsfield Playgroup 
in the Pre-Kinder Building at 
McBride Rd

Our Beaconsfield Upper Playgroup is 
looking for new members for our Monday 

and Friday sessions (9.30am–11.30am) 
and possibly Wednesday mornings. It is a 
safe and friendly environment and allows 
parents and children to socialise and enjoy 
using the Pre-Kinder facilities.

The cost is $37 per term per family (equivalent 
to $3.70 per session), plus an annual 
membership to Playgroup Victoria of $23 for 
insurance ($14 for concession card holders).

If you, or somebody you know, are interested 
in joining our playgroup and would like 
further information, please contact Melanie 
Van Der Werf on 5944 3240.

New toys, games and puzzles 
for Toy Library
Marie Rogers 

Great News! Starting in September, Toy 
Library will be opening  two days a week. 
Isn’t that fabulous?

Thursdays 9.30am–10.30am & Saturdays 
9.30am–10.30am (Starting Saturday  
1 September 2007)

We are very excited to have added the 
following toys to our already huge range of 
toys, games and puzzles for borrowing:

Bathing Doll added to M8 ‘Baby Born’ pink 
bath • Marbulous Marble Run • Plastic 
Animals – Spiders & Snakes play set • Plastic 
Animals – Marine life (large) play set • Hand 
Puppets – 5 Australian animals • Bongo 
Drums • Wooden Garage • Wooden Blocks 
• Wooden Lock Box • Wooden Sandwich 
Threader • Wooden numbers tower block • 
Coko Dinosaurs (Duplo compatible) • Active 
Toy – egg & spoon game • Active Toy – sit in 
& spin saucer • Giant Waffle blocks • Insey 
Winsey Spider board game • Wooden Puzzle 
(Map of Australia) • Wooden Puzzle (Giant 
Stegosaurus) • Wooden Puzzle (Brontosaurus)

Tupperware Party Fundraiser
Although it was a very cold night, we managed 
to gather a small group of ladies to enjoy an 
evening of give-aways, prizes and, of course, 
yummy double chocolate fudge brownies.

Our Tupperware demonstrator, Joy, made 
us all feel at home (even though we were 
at the Community Centre) while she 
showed us the range of traditional and new, 
exciting products available. We left with 
a few helpful hints; some more cooking 
knowledge and had a great social get 
together – thanks Joy!

Wanted new members 
With so many toys available we need  
more members. 

Only $20 per year, borrow up to 5 items per 
family, change weekly or fortnightly. We are 

Kindergarten and Pre-Kinder

Toy Library
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Ever thought of becoming a member?
Callen O’Brien

Have you thought of becoming a member of your local tennis club? 
There’s no better time to join as winter slowly starts to disappear in the 
rear vision mirror. Here’s what you are entitled to for your membership:
• Unlimited use of the best en-tout-cas courts going around
• Access to inter-club competition on the weekend
• Monday, Wednesday and Thursday night social tennis under lights
• Use of hitting wall, table tennis and pool tables, as well as all of 

the other facilities the club has to offer

Have you had a go at the hitting wall yet? If not, next time you are 
up at the club, swing by and have a look. It’s a great way to warm up 
before your game or just to get rid of a bit of rust. We will soon have 
the wall fenced off to stop you from losing tennis balls.

The Upper Beaconsfield Tennis Club held its Annual General 
Meeting on the 14 August 2007. We wish the new committee all 
the very best and would like to thank departing members for their 
tireless work in the past 12 months.
Have you got ideas on ways that we can improve our club? The 
committee is always very open to suggestions. Our aim is to not only 
maintain the extremely high quality of our courts, but also to make 
the whole club as comfortable and as much fun as we can. We have 
plenty of members from other clubs who play at our courts and can’t 
believe the quality of our facilities. This is always great to hear and a 
sentiment we hope to continue to build upon.

Cricket Club
Richard Edwards 

The Cricket Club is preparing for a new 
season in the West Gippsland Cricket 
Association which starts for the seniors on 
the first Saturday in October. Junior games 
will commence a week later.

This year the new President is Shawn Hassall. 
The Vice Presidents are Tony Joyce and 
David Mitchell, Secretary is David Taylor 
and the Treasurer is Richard Edwards.

The club looks very much like it will be 
expanding this year in the junior section. We 
will most likely be fielding TWO teams in 
each division. That is, two under 11 teams, 
two under 13 and two under 15 teams.

The seniors will field three sides the first X1 
in ‘B’ section, the seconds in ‘C’ section and 
‘F’ troop will again feature in the one day 
competition. If we have an influx of players 
we will look at putting a side into ‘E’ Grade 

as well. While this may not be possible this 
season, it looks almost certain for next season.

The Milo cricket programme for children 
under 8 will also be run this season.

Last year we ran the programme for the first 
time and had 70 participants, so we hope to 
repeat that this year also.

For any junior enquiries, please ring the 
Junior co-ordinator, Tony Joyce, on 0410 
556232. In cricket, to be eligible for an 
under age side you need to be under the age 
on 1 September 2007. Tony will also be able 
to tell you when the various training nights 
are held for the juniors.

Hopefully, the council will be doing repair work 
on the ground as soon as the football season 
finishes so that the ground will be in good 
condition for the start of the cricket season.

Training for the seniors has started at the 
Casey indoor centre in Vesper Drive, Narre 

Warren on Sunday mornings and will 
continue every Sunday and also on Tuesday 
nights in September. Scot Pitcher on 0438 
600663 can help you with training times.

We hope to be training outdoors on Sunday 
mornings in September and Thursday nights 
up at the oval. If any of the older juniors 
wish to join in, you are most welcome to 
come along.

Last year was a very successful season for 
participation at the club and we want to 
build on our previous efforts. As always, 
we will be looking for support especially 
if we are entering more junior sides. We 
need volunteers to help on match days. We 
are looking for more sponsorship and, of 
course, we are looking for more players.

If you want to play cricket in Upper 
Beaconsfield (your local club) come along.

For more information you can ring 
President, Shawn Hassall on 0409 966500, 
Secretary, David Taylor on 0419 170178 
or Richard Edwards on 0407 443463. 
Alternatively, write to us at our address of 
P.O. Box 302, Upper Beaconsfield 3808.

Tennis Club

located at the Community Centre — for 
more details contact 5944 3484

Can you help?
Toy Library requires thick elastic bands 
often found wrapped around postal 
envelopes or vegetables. If you can help by 
collecting these and dropping them off at 
Toy Library during open hours it would 
help us greatly as we constantly need to 
replace them.

Current fundraising
Annual Shopping Tour – Saturday 
13 October 2007 

A full day of super shopping, up to 15 outlets 
with a two course lunch, champagne, morning 
tea and luxury coach – $45 per person.

As seats are filling fast, please phone 
Kathryn Smith on 5944 4954 to confirm 
availability. Payments can be made at the 
Community Centre or to Kathryn.

Toy library would like to thank the following 
sponsors for their ongoing support:

Beaconhills Country Golf Club • Creations 
Hairdressing • Fitfa • Life Health & 
Personal Fitness • Foodworks Upper 
Beaconsfield • Splash’s Swimming School 
• Sunset Tanning & Beauty Clinic • 
Seachange • In Beauty Salon • Bunnings 
Narre Warren • Pine Grove Hotel • Upper 
Beaconsfield General Store • Autobarn 
Narre Warren • Safeway Berwick
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2007 Village Bell Subs $5     PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!

 Full Name:  ____________________________________________________________________

 Address:  ____________________________________________________________________

 Amount Enclosed: __________________________    Thank you for your support!

Village Bell subscriptions for 2007
The Village Bell is our community’s newspaper and is written, edited, compiled and collated by volunteers. It is produced 4 times a year 
and is delivered to every letterbox in Upper Beaconsfield by Australia Post. Each household is asked to pay $5 for their annual subscription 
which helps to pay for the Village Bell’s production. Subs for 2007 are now due and can now be paid at either: the Community Centre, 
General Store, Pharmacy or Post Office.

If you find it easier to pay by internet banking, please send payment to Commonwealth Bank of Australia, Account Name: Upper 
Beaconsfield Association Incorporated, BSB 063-549, Account number 0080-0228

Make sure you tag your payment with your name and VB Subs so we know who sent it. Thank you to those who have subscribed this year

Rev. Iain Hanson

This last six months just seems to have flown by. I don’t know if 
that’s a sign of having a good time, or of me getting older and more 
forgetful of what’s happened.

During last term, we ran a course at church to help us think through 
how we might be able to answer the many and varied questions that 
people have about Christianity. It covered such topics as: how do I 
know that God exists in the first place; did Jesus really come back 
from the dead; how do we account for all the suffering in the world; 
what about those people who have never heard about Jesus; can we 
just be good enough to please God. There were about a dozen of 
us who attended the course, helping us think through more clearly 
what the Bible has to say on such topics. And, just as importantly, 
where people with such questions might be coming from, so that we 
can understand their concerns.

In July we held our annual parish ‘Christmas in July’ Dinner and 
Fund Raising Auction, at the Pine Grove Hotel. It was a wonderful 
evening and meal, and a good chance for us to get together as a 
family. We’ve also held a couple of board games evenings at the 
church. Again to get people together to relax and enjoy each other’s 
company over a coffee and dessert, whilst playing games such as 
Chinese Checkers, Risk, Cluedo and Monopoly.

It’s been our pleasure over the last couple of months to help out 
the Community Centre by allowing one of their courses to use our 
facilities. The community centre program is getting to the stage of 
being bound by the space and time they have, so we were more than 
happy to help in this way. We look forward to more opportunities to 
work together like this.

Our playgroups are going from strength to strength, with both of 
them close to capacity. The playgroup’s co-ordinator and leaders 
have been prayerfully considering the possibility of opening a third 
group. This term they introduced some new toys and games and 
activities, which the children have responded well to. These add 

to the range of activities designed to develop the children’s social 
skills, fine-motor skills, creativity, language skills, etc. and to build 
friendships and support for the parents. During this coming term 
one of our play-group leaders will be trained to facilitate a course 
called Starting Points: preparing your 0–4 year old child for life. 
This course covers the topics: Observing my child – my child’s 
developing personality; Walking forward with my child – building 
self confidence; Transferring values – correcting my child and 
setting boundaries; Understanding my child’s world – important 
relationships. Once the facilitator is ready, we’ll start planning and 
preparing to run the course. So, if you’re interested, give us a call to 
let us know or get more information, or watch out for the notices 
around the community or here in the Village Bell.

Sometime over the last few months someone kindly handed in a pile 
of videos to our OP Shop. As our ladies were sorting them out, they 
came across one containing a video of a baby’s ultra-sound and have 
put it aside for safe keeping. If you think that this might be yours, 
please contact the church office on 5944 3862, or pop into the OP 
shop on Monday or Thursday mornings 9–12am.

At the time of writing this, it has only been a week since we 
farewelled one of our church members, Peg Bellair. She will 
be greatly missed by all at St. John’s, and many people in the 
community. She loved Applecross and living in Upper Beaconsfield, 
refusing to be moved down to a nursing home in Berwick, because, 
as she told me, she didn’t want to live among a bunch of oldies. 
I don’t think I’ve ever seen her without a smile on her face or 
laughing, even during these last eight months as she struggled to 
fight off cancer. She had such a joy for life. A joy that I can only put 
down to trusting in Jesus Christ and knowing for certain that she 
would spend eternity in His presence. Our prayers continue to be 
with, and for, her family and friends.

Church Office: 5944 3862

Web Address: www.stjohnsupperbeaconsfield.com.au

Good News from St. John’s


