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CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT 
24 DECEMBER

Charles Wilson

In 1888 the South Bourke and Mornington 
Journal reported that “the well known 
carrier Mr George Craik was building 
a 32-roomed guest house in Upper 
Beaconsfield”. In August that year, a second 
report confirmed that Craik’s elegant new 
building, which he named “Kincraik”, was 
well on its way to completion. 

The builder, who also built the Hall, 
was David Seymour McCulloch. Whilst 
working in Upper Beaconsfield McCulloch 
fell in love with Janet, Craik’s very attractive 
eldest daughter. They married at Christ 
Church Berwick in August 1890, the 
wedding reception being held at Kincraik.

Kincraik was no ordinary guesthouse. 
Beautifully sited with extensive views to the 
south, it was very comfortable and could 
accommodate 60 people. It boasted a tennis 
court, a croquet lawn, full sized billiard table 

with glassed lantern roof — still present, 
good stabling — very important before the 
arrival of the motor car, and the surrounding 
bushland made it a desirable place to stay.

In 1890 Craik was honoured for his 
considerable contributions to the 
community by having Craik Road named 
after him.

Kincraik was the second large guesthouse 
to be built in Upper Beaconsfield. The first, 
“Beaconsfield House”, was built by William 
Brisbane in 1877.

George Crabtree Craik, known as 
“Geordie”, was born in Forfar, Scotland. He 
was aged 11 when he arrived in Port Phillip 
Bay aboard S. S. Charles with his parents 
and siblings in 1853. Soon after arriving, the 
family decided to live in Berwick.

Having finished his schooling, Geordie 
became a labourer, then a railway repairer, a 

rather tedious task for this ambitious, and 
able young man.

In 1868 Geordie married Emma Annie 
Maria Lundy of Portsmouth, England, 
whom he met in Australia. The couple 
eventually had six children.

In 1869 “Geordie” achieved local fame 
when he and twelve other men organised 
a very successful kangaroo hunt on 
Miller’s Flat in Haunted Gully for Queen 
Victoria’s second son Prince Alfred, Duke 
of Edinburgh. Whilst the Prince was on 
holidays he stayed at Bowman’s Inn in 
Beaconsfield.

In the early 1870s Geordie bought a horse 
and dray fulfilling his next ambition, to 
become a local carter. Before the arrival 
of the motor car, carrying was a very 
important, quite lucrative and respected 
occupation. All goods, building materials, 
human and stock food, liquids, produce, 

animals and humans had to be moved 
by horses, the only source of power for 
transport.

In 1876 Geordie selected 45 acres of 
land, opposite present day Montuna Golf 
Course, where he built a family home. As 
her family grew up, Emma, finding she 
had some free time, began inviting paying 
guests to stay with them at weekends and 
holidays, an additional source of income. 

The house had a pleasant outlook across 
the valley. Mrs Craik proved to be an 
excellent hostess and her home soon 
became a popular guest house. 

Historic Salisbury House (Kincraik) 120th anniversary

continued on page 4

Ladies playing croquet on the front lawn of 
Salisbury House. Photograph taken at the 
time of Federation.
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Rainfall at Barkala, Beaconsfield-Emerald Road
George Moir

Month 40 yr average 2007 2008
Jan 65.4 61.1 26.0
Feb 55.4 26.2 48.0
Mar 64.7 61.5 22.6
Apr 77.9 20.3 53.6
May 88.0 82.2 43.8
Jun 79.8 89.0 60.2
Jul 79.6 112.5 74.4

Aug 86.5 59.0 89.4
Sep 91.3 59.4 32.5
Oct 94.4 38.6 46.2
Nov 83.5 104.7
Dec 79.7 158.7

Total 946.2 873.2

August  was a brief return to average rainfall for the first time this 
year with 89.4 mm. This trend did not continue for the first two 
months of spring. The total average rainfall for the winter months 
was 224 mm, compared to the average of 245.9 mm.

The year to date total to the end of October was 496.7 mm  
(average 783 mm).

Even if we got average rainfall for the remaining months of the year, 
this would still result in the second lowest annual rainfall over 40 
years of record keeping.

1997 is currently the lowest with 545 mm and 2002 next lowest 
with 665 mm.

Who would predict where we are going with this particular  
drought period?
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Village Bell subscriptions:
The Village Bell is our community’s newspaper and is 
written, edited, compiled and collated by volunteers. 
It is produced 4 times a year and is delivered to every 
letterbox in Upper Beaconsfield by Australia Post. Each 
household is asked to pay $5 for their annual subscription 
which helps to pay for the Village Bell’s production. You 
can leave your subs at the PO, the General Store or the 
Community Centre. 

To pay by Internet banking, please send payment to  
Commonwealth Bank of Australia,  
Account Name: Upper Beaconsfield Association 

Incorporated, BSB 063-549, Account number 0080-
0228. Make sure you tag your payment with your name 
and VB Subs so we know who sent it. 

The Village Bell thanks the following new subscribers 
who have shown their support during 2008. 

NHW in Upper Beaconsfield and 
Guys Hill
Jenny Coughlin, NHW CAR6 Newsletter Editor

Have you recently retired or are you not 
working, and are you looking for something 
to fill in a few hours here and there? Do 
you enjoy helping out and being part of our 
wonderful community? Well, this could 
be the answer for you — join NHW as the 
Area Co-ordinator for Upper Beaconsfield 
and Guys Hill!

The main activities involve communication 
with the Police NHW Co-ordinator 
(usually by email), running bi-monthly 
meetings (which currently aren’t being 
held but we’d love to get these going 
again), overseeing the delivery of the 
newsletter (including occasionally seeking 
new deliverers) and helping organise an 
occasional extra activity (e.g. Mark it in 
March stall at the General Store). 

If you think this position would suit you, 
please call Jenny Coughlin on 5944 4475 to 
find out more. 

A police check is required if you aren’t 
already a NHW volunteer.

Thank you to those people who responded 
late last year to the mail out from our 
Police Co-ordinator SC Laurette Clarke 
requesting new volunteers to help with 
NHW, particularly on the committee. My 
apologies for the lack of contact in following 
up your replies, I hope to make contact with 
you at some stage in the future. 

Remember to follow all the usual 
precautions to protect against burglaries 
if you are going away over the Christmas/
New Year period. Wishing you all a Merry 
Christmas and a crime-free New Year!

www.upperbeaconsfield.org.au 
We have moved
Linda Burridge

You might have noticed that the Upper Beac website was off the air 
for a few days. We have changed our website hosting arrangements. 
Our site is now hosted at DCSI (dcsi.net.au) instead of Vicnet. 
Check out our website for info about community organisations, 
the latest Bell in colour or download the photography competition 
entry form. You might get some photography ideas from the great 
photos on the site.

Vinen, David 
Budge, Sally & Martin 
Fisher, S & C 
Wellman, P & J 
Godbehere, W 
Corcy, S & A 
Dack family 

Simmons, S & P 
Hamilton, S & B 
Hainsworth family 
Halliday, R 
Harris, M & S 
Scott, J, F & E 
Carter, J
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About town
Community newspaper awards
Helen Smith

The Village Bell is a member of the Community Newspaper 
Association of Victoria. This association is made up of community-
run papers and newsletters like ours, and aims to provide support, 
networking and the sharing of important information amongst 
the community paper members. There are approximately 200 
local papers and newsletters operating in Victoria, of which 60 
are members of CNAV. Alliteration is alive and well, with papers 
boasting names such as Mountain Monthly (Kinglake area), Around 
Altona, Chewton Chat, Flowerdale Flyer, Romsey Rag, Yackity Yak 
(Yackandandah) and Thomson Times.

The annual conference took place this year in October in 
picturesque Castlemaine. The daytime information and discussion 
sessions were held in the Old Castlemaine Gaol. Attendance of 80 
delegates representing their papers enjoyed the chance to meet and 
share ideas. 

Some comments made on the day included: “The conference 
fosters a sense of belonging to a wider, broader community” and 
“Community newspapers play important roles in terms of being  
a social conscience and recording the histories of the districts  
they serve”. 

The evening dinner and awards ceremony was enjoyed by all in the 
historic Theatre Royal.

We are very pleased to announce that two of our correspondents 

were finalists for the Village Bell in the CNAV Community 
Newspaper Awards.

Finalist for the “Best historical writing” category was Charles 
Wilson with his story from the last issue “Thirty years of Village 
Bells”. For those new to the area, Charles “retired” to Upper 
Beaconsfield in the late 1970s, only to start up a local medical 
practice for many years. He is researcher and keeper of local history 
records, first collected by John Milligan. Charles was also awarded 
Citizen of the Year in 1984, following his sterling efforts in helping 
local residents during their recovery from the Ash Wednesday 
bushfires. Charles has contributed articles to the Village Bell for 
the 30 years it has been in operation.

Marg Jones, our talented correspondent from the Upper 
Beaconsfield Pony Club was also a finalist, in the “Best sports 
reporting” category. Marg wrote a very informative article about 
the history and aims of the pony club movement and how a child 
benefits by being a member. Marg is passionate about the pony club 
and what it stands for. Her whole family has been closely involved 
with pony clubs, dating back to her young days at Nunawading 
Pony Club (she and her father are life members). Husband Sven 
was at Macclesfield Pony Club and went on to ride EFA in the 
discipline of Show Jumping and Eventing. Now her daughters are 
keen members of UB Pony Club. Marg was previously an active 
member on the Kinder Committee and enjoys being part of the 
local community.
Well done and congratulations Marg and Charles! 

Many thanks go to all our Bell contributors, who make the Bell  
such an interesting and informative read.
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About town
Carols by Candlelight
Neil McDonald

The annual Upper Beaconsfield Carols by Candlelight will again be 
held on Christmas Eve in the Keith Ewenson Park at the rear of the 
Community Complex in Salisbury Road.

We have an experienced Carols performer in Peter Brown to 
compere and replace Greg Ross who will be overseas, so please come 
along with your best voices and welcome him.

The UBA and Community Complex Building & Grounds 
committees will have refreshments for sale outside the Arts Annexe. 
The refreshments are delicious and include a sausage sizzle, coffee/tea, 
soft drinks etc. with Ron Fisher and his team commencing at 7 pm.

Santa Claus will make his grand entrance on the CFA truck at the 
Keith Ewenson Park at 8.30 pm giving the children the opportunity 
of talking with him.

The primary school Parents and Friends make sure that each 

child receives a bag of goodies from Santa, and carol singing will 
commence when we’ve all farewelled Santa and his helpers.

Santa Claus will be stopping at Grant Court at 7.45 pm, Burton 
Road at 8 pm, and Paul Grove at 8.15 pm before arriving at the 
Centre at 8.30 pm.

Emerald U3A
The University of the Third Age provides the opportunity for 
learning without exams. If this appeals to you then the Emerald 
Chapter of U3A could be worth investigating. Some of the subjects 
included in the programme are: horticulture and botany, astronomy, 
armchair travel, art and craft, philosophy, photography, Russian 
history, geography, culture, book group together with social events 
and excursions.

The Green Shed, which is incorporated with U3A provides the 
opportunity to learn woodworking and electronics.

For further information contact Neil McDonald 5944 3782

Historic Salisbury House 120th anniversary 
continued from page 1 

Geordie, now realising guesthouses were a very sound commercial 
proposition, bought 31 acres of Commins ridge top land. 
Mortgaging the property enabled Geordie to obtain sufficient 
finance from the Southern Insurance Company to build Kincraik, 
and also a small general store on the corner of present day McBride 
and Salisbury Roads. The store opened 1891, but was destroyed by 
fire in 1918. Kincraik was an instant success, and remained so until 
the onset of the great depression of the 1890s. 

Soon after the family moved to Kincraik, their old guesthouse was 
rented, then a few years later became a government “temporary 
inebriate retreat”. The locals called the area “Nibs Hill”.

In 1893, many banks including the Commercial Bank in Berwick 
failed, as did many land companies. Guest house visitors were few, 
Geordie was unable to cope with the mortgage payments, and 
sadly by the end of 1895 Kincraik was taken over by the Southern 
Insurance Company. Mrs Craik returned to Portsmouth to care for 
her dying mother, and did not return to Australia. 

In 1896 the Insurance Company leased the building to the Misses 
Hedrick, who changed the name to Salisbury House, after the 
British Prime Minister.

In 1902 the Misses Jane and Mary Corder bought the guest house 
and 30 acres of land from the company, remaining successful 
proprietors until 1919, when Robert Laidlaw Blaikie became the 
new owner. Blaikie divided off some 7 acres before selling to Samuel 
Robert B. Heap in 1933.

Heap sold the guesthouse and property, now 22 acres, to John 
Eldred Royle in 1938. 

Whilst in Royle’s ownership Salisbury House doubled as the village 
restaurant for a while. In 1957, the Royles divided the building into 

a number of flats. Two rooms on the western side were leased to 
Dr. Stephenson of Berwick, who with his assistants consulted there 
until 1976.

The Royles subdivided the 22 acres, producing a number of blocks 
along McBride Road. Salisbury House is now on 2 acres. The 
Royles sold to a Mrs James who sold to Ron Spinks, who leased the 
building to the late Mrs Yvonne Cahill and her business partner, 
Mr Nicholson. After much hard work they transformed the interior 
of the building to make it suitable for a nursing home for the aged, 
which opened on 23 November 1976.

Sister Cahill was an experienced and very compassionate nurse, 
who had love for her patients and did all she could to avoid the 
institution syndrome. She recruited excellent staff members who 
worked well together, and had a similar approach. She organised 
picnic outings and barbecues for her patients, strongly encouraging 
any supportive activity by relatives.

In 1989 Salisbury House was bought by the present owners,  
Premier Aged Care (Aust.) Pty. Ltd. who, like Sister Cahill, have 
very caring staff.

In 1998 extensive renovations and extensions were made, more than 
doubling the floor area, resulting in a feeling of spaciousness in the 
larger rooms, and providing accommodation for 60 residents.

This work did not infringe on the attractive front appearance, which 
apart from the loss of iron lacework on the verandahs, and the 
necessary addition of an entrance porch, has little changed from its 
original appearance.

There is still a lovely long verandah running along the length of the 
back of the building but trees have grown up and the view is not as 
open as shown on photos taken 100 years ago.

Craik Road and Salisbury House are reminders of Geordie Craik’s 
contributions.
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3rd 
Prize

Open $25
Junior $25

1st 
Prize

   Open $100
Junior $100

Runner u
p

    Open   $50

Junior  $50

Includes free enlargement & framing of winners & 
placegetters’ entries for display at the Village Festival 

Enter at  
Post Office,  

General Store,  
or Community Centre

Entries close 16 January 2009

... sponsored by UBA

‘Beaky’ says you have got to be in it!

Entry: Dot Grant
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About town
Walking at Pyramid Hill
Jennie Vaughan

If you think things are dry at Upper Beaconsfield, take a trip to 
Pyramid Hill in northern Victoria.

Ten of the local walking “girls” met at Berwick Station for the  
6.25 am to Southern Cross one Thursday in late October. Two of 
our city friends joined us to catch the 7.49 am to Pyramid (the 
railway station for Pyramid Hill), which is on the Bendigo rail line.

We used our Senior’s tickets which required us to pre-book our 
seats. Several of us were allocated the same seat, however the 
conductor sorted us out. We were in the buffet car and most of us 
availed ourselves of the limited offering of refreshments.

Few of us had used the rail service on this line before so it was 
interesting to see the countryside during the 3-hour journey. The 
brother of one of the group met the train at Pyramid Station and 
escorted us to his hotel, 100 metres away. The Victoria Hotel, 
operating since 1928, is a red brick building with some renovations 

in place and many more on the planning list.

Pyramid Hill is in a flat district of Loddon Shire, distinguished 
by the granite hill, hence the name. The hill is 187 m high and is 
surrounded by a park and an 18-hole golf course. Rainfall is scarce 
and vegetation is dry to the point of desiccation.

We explored the town before lunching at the Café Bank in the old 
board room. The Op Shop provided some bargains for a few of us, 
especially for those who had omitted to bring a sun hat.

After lunch, four of us set off walking along the main road to the 
Hill. Three of us circumnavigated the base of the Hill before finding 
a track up to The Saddle look-out. Hot, but triumphant we enjoyed 
the view over the town and then walked back to join our friends in 
the garden of the hotel. The walk covered a distance of about 8 km.

On the Friday we were taken by mini-bus to Boort, about 30 km 
away, where we visited a small olive grove “Saluté Oliva”.  Here we 
were given a very informative talk by one of the owners, Marlies 
Eicher. Oils, olives and soaps are produced here and we were able to 

sample the wares and buy some too.

We followed on to a green tomato farm nearby called 
“Simply Tomatoes”, where green tomatoes are prepared 
and marketed as gourmet additives for dips, marinades 
and a range of dishes. This is a truly remarkable enterprise 
when you consider the apparent dryness of the area.

Our excursion to Pyramid and the Hill ended after a 
quick sandwich and fruit salad lunch at The Victoria 
by walking to the station to catch the 2.04 pm to 
Melbourne and then the 5.24 pm to Berwick.

We enjoyed our short time in a district which is 
populated by enterprising, optimistic welcoming people.

UBCC Crèche
Term 4 has been very busy at the crèche with the children 
completing lots of craft and activities based on the spring racing 
carnival, and getting ready for summer with lots of beach-themed 

songs and stories. Also this term the children experienced the 
miracle of spring in new life. Over the week the children witnessed 
chicks hatching from their shells and put into the incubator to 
watch them grow. And how they grew over that week! 

The staff members always have mixed feelings at this time of year 
as we prepare to wave off some of our children to kindergarten and 
school. It is sad to say goodbye to the children, as we have known 
them since they were babies, but so exciting to see them growing up 
and moving on. 

We are looking forward to welcoming a new batch of children into 
the crèche family for 2009, and remind you that enrolments for 
2009 can be made from Monday 24 November.

For more information please come into the crèche for a visit or 
telephone us on 5944 3484 between the operational hours of  
8.45 am – 4 pm.

“It takes a village  
to raise a child”

The Upper Beac walking group on the way to the Olive Grove, 
including  Jasmine Hewson, Lyn Marinelli, Siosi Oliver, 
Hilary Day, and Tricia Druce ... all local Upper Beac “girls” 
Photograph: Jennie Vaughan
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Upper Beac Association
The last meeting of the year for the UBA will be held on 

Wednesday, 3 December at 8 pm  
Community Complex  

* Everyone is welcome *

UBA Report
Jennie Vaughan, President UBA

The UBA has discussed several topics during its meetings over 
the last three months. The “Intrinsically Upper Beacy” photo 
competition was one of these topics as the Village Bell committee 
required assistance to support the competition. As most of the 
residents of the area should be aware the competition is up and 
running and it is to be hoped that many entries will be received for 
the different categories.

There has been discussion about the use of recreational vehicles in 
the Shire due to the concern expressed by the Cockatoo Township 
Committee. However the UBA does not support changes to the by-
laws at this stage.

The use of Elephant Rock as a “message board” came under scrutiny 
because of Council’s graffiti removal plan in the Shire. It was 
decided to leave the Rock as it is.

Marcelle Bell, from the Council, was the guest speaker at the 
October meeting and gave an update on the Strategy Plan which is 
now available at several places such as the Post Office, Community 
Complex, Pine Grove Hotel and UBA. She urged people to borrow 
a copy or get a CD copy from the Shire and to make comments 
where relevant. The strategy is also available on council’s web site.

A lengthy discussion took place concerning the future of the UBA 
to determine if it is still relevant to local residents. It was quoted at 
the meeting that “20% of people do 80% of the work”. The meeting 
decided the UBA is still relevant and would welcome increased 
membership interest.

Village Festival Saturday 14 February 2009
Liz Grigg

The Fun run is back again so get into training early to enjoy the 
quick start to your morning. With over 60 competitors last year, it 
is sure to be a great run.

The organising committee is well on the way with booking 
entertainment, with the rock climbing wall and animal farm back by 
popular demand, and some exciting new opportunities to have some 
fun are being added to the program. The Centre will be running 
the art show again for the Kids, with the UBA “Intrinsically Upper 
Beacy” photographic competition on display as well. Lots of cars 
are coming for those mechanically minded, some old some new and 
some a bit different. Come and see what we have on offer.

If you are interested in a stall to promote your club or business, 
contact the Centre, or check out the UBCC website and use the 
link to the Village Festival page for an application form.

Any one interested in helping out on the day, or leading up to the big 
event please contact Liz at the Community Centre. Many hands make 
light work, and we have lots of fun preparing for the Festival too. The 
meetings are usually quick and all the jobs to do are well documented.

For more information and entry forms closer to the day you can find 
a link to the Festival website from the Community Centre site at 
www.ubcc.org.au

We look forward to see you all there.

VILLAGE FESTIVAL 14 FEB

Prevention, protection and 
compliance without compromise

131 546
TERRY NOONE

Mobile electrical 
testing and tagging

www.jimstestandtag.com.au
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Community Centre
Wendy Hiam

By the time this edition of the Bell is printed we will have run our 
Breast Cancer Pink Ribbon fundraiser at the Community Centre. 
We organised a movie night with loads of fun activities and prizes 
to hopefully raise money for this great cause. Local businesses 
FoodWise, Upper Beaconsfield Pharmacy, Creations Hairdressing, 
Village Massage Therapies, Isis Harmony, the General Store and 
Beaconsfield’s Video Easy have been fantastic in providing prizes 
and offers of support for the night. Bras were collected for our bra 
line with generous donations for the breast cancer cause.

Christmas is fast approaching so the Centre will be offering a 
selection of classes to help you prepare. We are running gift making 
classes including beautiful soaps, homemade face cream, non-toxic 
Christmas candle making, and Christmas themed edible treats to 
decorate gifts or just to enjoy at Christmas time. Christmas craft 
for children will be offered for the creative school aged children 
giving them an opportunity to make their own gifts. 

Younger children have been treated to “Fairytopia” classes this 
term where they have been hearing stories, learning about fairies 
and creating articles for fairies to use. Our participants have been 
in full costume including wings and sparkles. 

Our qualified karate tutor Steve has been running fantastic kids 
classes. These are great for balance, poise, discipline and confidence. 
The classes offer the opportunity to go for coloured belt grading 
and uniforms are being offered at a special discount price to make it 
more affordable.

We have hip hop classes for primary school aged kids and another 
small class of teenage dancers who are developing their skills 
under our wonderful experienced tutor Catherine. Ballet, drama, 
cartooning and gingerbread house making are all happening at the 
Centre this term with many enthusiastic children enjoying all kinds 
of experiences.

A night time version of MYOB special introduction and daytime 
basic computer classes have been very popular. Currently on offer is 
a beginners computer learning package which includes introductory 
lessons on Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, Internet, Email, and Excel in 
one package for a couple of weeks each. These have been offered at a 
funded price which makes learning more affordable for everyone.

For the creative types we offer painting and drawing, and 
watercolour painting.

This term we are offering parenting classes for 5–12 year olds 
(parents for free through Parent Zone). Another free talk on  
11 November was on the aged pension and the choices currently 
available to those looking at retiring in the next few years. The 
speaker was Tony from Centrelink who answered all sorts of related 
questions on the night.

Special needs classes run throughout the year in snack cooking, 
numeracy and literacy, craft, and gentle exercises. These are  
designed for those who need extra support with the added benefit  
of social interactions. 

Fitness classes include a new pilates mat class on a Wednesday 
morning with Kiki who has studied in London and has years of 
experience. Strength training, aerobics and yoga classes continue to 
be popular.

If you would like more information, or have any suggestions for 
classes, please contact Wendy on 5944 3484.

Nationally recognised training qualifications 
The Community Centre offers quality training in a number of 
qualifications. Tutors delivering these courses embrace the Centre’s 
philosophy of encouragement and support offered to their students 
while obtaining a qualification. Students come from all walks of 
life, and for some returning to the education system is a daunting 
prospect. However, students have often made the comment that 
attending classes at the Community Centre isn’t like ‘school’ and 
they enjoy the friendly and relaxed environment where they are 
treated as individuals. 

The following nationally recognised courses are being offered by  
the Centre in 2009. If you would more information, contact Liz  
on 5944 3484.

•	 Certificate	III	in	Aged	Care	Work

•	 Certificate	III	in	Children’s	Services

•	 Apply	First	Aid	(replaces	First	Aid	Level	2)

•	 Perform	CPR

•	 Real	Estate	(Agent’s	Representative)	Course

•	 Diploma	of	Children’s	Services	(expressions	of	interest	are	
being taken now)
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Kinder Chat
Kristy Pentland

Ho Ho Ho Merry Christmas! As Christmas draws near so does 
the completion of early childhood education for 50 of our local 
children. Both the kinder and pre-kinder sites are buzzing with 
excitement as the children start to focus on their kinder concerts. 
The concerts showcase a year of play-based learning in a celebration 
of singing, dancing and acting. It’s also a wonderful time for the 
children and teachers to celebrate the wonderful relationships that 
have formed throughout the year. Just a word of advice to all those 
Mums — who like me are a little on the sensitive side — take plenty 
of tissues.

As we talk of celebration I am pleased to announce that Claire 
Robbins has been appointed as our pre-kinder teacher for 2009. 
Claire is a qualified Early Childhood Teacher. She has provided us 
with many days of emergency teaching throughout the year. Claire is 
the mother of three young boys and lives locally. We welcome Claire 
to the team and look forward to watching her in action next year. 

In preparation for next year Claire joined us at the annual working 
bee at pre-kinder. It was amazing to see so many families join us on 
the day. Many major and minor tasks were completed including 
the construction of a performing arts stage, a new adventure garden 
being established, the annual shed clean out and the erection of 
the bistro blinds, to name just a few of the tasks. Many thanks go 
to all the families who came to help. Thank you also to the staff 
at the General Store who provided a constant stream of supplies 
all morning. The greatest of thanks goes to David Smith our 
maintenance coordinator who organised all the tasks on the day.

Our AGM will be conducted during the month of November where 
I will farewell many committee members. I would like to thank 
all of the committee for their assistance this year. For those of you 
leaving the committee I hope you all go on to join your school 
committees. Upper Beaconsfield has an amazing reputation for the 
strength of its community and continuing to volunteer ensures that 
our committee spirit remains strong. I look forward to meeting 
many new committee members in 2009. Merry Christmas, stay safe.

Payment plans
The Community Centre policy is to offer classes to all members of 
our community regardless of their situation. Many students take 
advantage of the option to pay off the course fees by instalments. 
This gives them the opportunity to gain a qualification they may 
otherwise be unable to afford.

The Upper Beaconsfield Peddlers meet on the 3rd Sunday of the 
month with their bicycles to explore off-road trails and cafes with 
other cycling enthusiasts of all levels. Alison Ryan is the contact 
person to obtain more details. Her phone number is 5944 3984 or 
dpryan @ bigpond.net.au . All are welcome.

Please contact the Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre on 5944 
3484 for more information and starting dates.

Community Centre continued from page 8

Care Group in decline
Matt McDonald

After operating for almost twenty years, the Upper Beaconsfield 
Care Group may be about to cease operations.

The Care Group was set up after the Ash Wednesday bushfires to 
provide assistance to individuals and families in emergency need. The 
group has provided help in the form of one-off financial assistance 
(vouchers), friendly home visits, transport in an emergency, short-
term domestic help, handyman help and firewood. Assistance 
has been given to thousands of individuals and families through 
generous members of the community who have volunteered to help.

The group has also arranged for the annual neighbourhood get-
togethers in Community Week. A Care Group newsletter was also 
circulated three or four times a year providing news of the group’s 
activities and services.

Now, the Care Group has very few calls for help, and the committee 
needs new membership. We are also without a coordinator (who 
receives calls for assistance that come through the Community 
Centre) and a secretary. 

It may be that the need for the care group will increase again in 
the future. In view of this it would be good to have the structure 
of the group in place. If there 
are those in the community 
who wish the Care Group to 
continue for the future, we need 
to hear from you. If you would 
like to be on the committee, or 
take on one of the key roles, or 
be a volunteer for the group, 
please contact us: either the 
Community Centre or  
Matt McDonald on  
5944 3860 or 0407 845 135. 

Community feedback
The UBCC offers a diverse range of courses, activities, training and 
information sessions. We are always happy to receive any feedback 
or requests. Please feel free to let us know about sessions you would 
like us to run; sessions we are running that you would like to do if 
they were held at a different time and/or day.

Crèche
The Community Centre Crèche is open from 8.45 am to 4 pm. 
Places are currently available. To book phone 5944 3484.

Crèche Christmas party
All Upper Beacy kids are invited to the annual crèche Christmas 
party. Come to the Upper Beaconsfield Hall on Tuesday  

9 December between the hours of 10.30 am 
and 12.30 pm for a morning of Christmas 
entertainment with Pru Borgert. There will 
be stories, songs and games for all crèche-age 
children to enjoy. Santa will also be making a 
surprise visit with gifts for all the little ones, 
so please come along and help us to celebrate 
this special time with the children. 
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Flora and Fauna
Wildlife Watch 
Laura Levens

How dry are our hillsides and valleys?

We all know the answer to that!

Not dry enough to stop weeds invading the bush in spite of the 
driest start to spring since 1945. I was living in the Sunraysia district 
then and remember strong winds raising dust storms that reduced 
visibility to only a few metres and the regular paddle steamer trips 
on the Murray River were cancelled. 

It is time to watch for tall pink hyacinth and potato (cinnamon) 
orchids (pictured) and the common wedge pea that has lemon 
coloured flowers at the ends of grey-green foliage. Also we hope for 
tall lobelia’s bright blue flowers to appear in December. 

Some golden prostrate goodenia species are flowering now and there 
should be more to come soon. Bluebells and beautiful purple and 
silver wallaby grasses are shining among the kangaroo grass under 
the eucalypts.

I visited a property in Yackatoon Road to help with plant 
identification. The aspect is almost the same as mine and also 
has granite based soils. However the variation in vegetation was 
astounding. Sedges and lomandra species, some orchids and 
goodenias were similar though not as prolific but trees were 
different and the shrub layer almost completely so. This place had 
an expanse of Grevillea alpina and snow daisy neither of which is 
indigenous to my hillside. 

Cardinia Catchment Landcare news
Ian Chisholm, President Cardinia Catchment 
Landcare Inc., Tel: 9707 1435

Many people assume Landcare is all about re-
vegetating private land. However, our group 
is very active in maintaining public land as 
well. We are currently sponsoring a Green 
Corps team of eight enthusiastic workers, aged 17 to 20 years. This 
team will carry out weeding, planting and minor construction 
projects in public reserves within the Cardinia Creek catchment, 
over the next six months.

At the Guy’s Hill Reserve, the Green Corps workers have already 
removed large quantities of watsonia, angled onion and blackberries, 
as well as cleaning up after some very messy campers!

Plantings on private land were completed much earlier this year, due 
to fears that we might have a hot, dry spring. How right we were!

There has been discussion in Landcare circles about farming and 
gardening practices in times of drought; for example, jute weed mats 
are effective in keeping weeds under control but there is a risk that, 
in times of light rainfall, water cannot get to the roots of plants. We 
have also noted the importance of fast-growing plants, such as the 
kangaroo-apples, which protect smaller plants and help to reduce 
ground temperatures.

Capacity at our Halford Road nursery is being expanded, as a big 
increase in demand for indigenous plants can be expected in autumn 
2009. Large water tanks have also been installed at the nursery, to 
reduce our dependence upon town water.

Anyone requiring a large quantity of plants in 2009 should place 
orders with Margaret Cromb, our Nursery Manager (Ph. 9707 
2415), before the end of November 2008.

Further information about the local Landcare group can be 
obtained from our new website at www.cclg.net.au.

Local identities Graham Kneen, Neil McDonald and Ian Chisholm 
making their first inspection of Guy’s Hill Reserve prior to allocating work 
to a Green Corps team.

Potato orchid
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Ranges Ward News

Hard and green waste collection notice
Cardinia Shire residents are being encouraged to take the chance to 
clean up around the home with Council’s free hard and green waste 
collection service. Residents will be able to leave hard and green 
waste out for collection by Council’s contractor over five weeks in 
November and December. 

Environmental Health Services Coordinator David Esmore said 
collection areas would be grouped by collection days to make it 
easier for residents to plan for their hard and green waste pickup.

Hard and green waste collection dates:

Monday 1 to Friday 5 December for those residents whose regular 
garbage day is on a Wednesday

Monday 8 to Friday 12 December for those residents whose regular 
garbage day is on a Thursday

So get cracking over this coming weekend and you will not miss out. 
It is a great opportunity to help reduce the fire hazards around your 
home. For further details see the calendar included in your August 
rates notice, or check the Cardinia Council web site.

Connecting our community 
Cardinia Shire’s volunteer database is now available online!

If you are an organisation looking for support from Cardinia’s many 
willing volunteers, or a member of our community looking to help 
out in a volunteer capacity, this database can help.

The volunteer database provides not-for-profit community 
organisations with an opportunity to recruit volunteers by listing 
vacancies and options for volunteer positions. The database is a free 
service to not-for-profit organisations that operate within Cardinia 
Shire or that service Cardinia Shire residents. For more information 
see http://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au

Call before you cut
Cardinia Council is cracking down on illegal tree and vegetation 
removal in the shire.  

Clear felling and illegal vegetation removal, especially in bushland 
areas is particularly serious from an environmental perspective and 
hefty fines are being issued to land owners and contractors who do 
not ‘call before cutting’. In some cases, offenders are also incurring 
expensive revegetation costs after facing VCAT hearings.

“Land owners and contractors 
who fail to comply with tree and 
vegetation permit requirements 
before removing them can 
both expect to incur significant 
penalties,” said Mr Barry Jones, 
Senior Planning Enforcement 
Officer at Cardinia Shire Council.

“Information is readily available from 
Council and on-line at Council’s web 

site, including the procedures for dead and dangerous trees.

“Different zones have different vegetation overlays so if in doubt, 
check first with Council’s Planning Department.

“It is sensible to make an enquiry call to arrange an on-site meeting 
before removing any trees or vegetation to avoid costly mistakes,” 
said Mr Jones.

Information on Significant Landscape Overlays and Environmental 
Significance Overlays is also available from Council and on-line at 
Council’s web site.

For more information please telephone 1300 787 624 or visit  
www.cardinia.vic.gov.au

Shire Information

Notes from Council
Graeme Legge

With ‘Carols’ just about upon us, the wonderful season of 
‘Christmas in the community’ is warmly anticipated. May ‘Carols’ in 
Upper Beaconsfield be significant to all.

Did you find the Upper Beaconsfield Strategy to be a stimulating 
document?  Maybe you had suggestions to raise and questions to 
ask? All such contributions will be duly considered and likely to 
impact upon the final Strategy document.

My involvement with Council’s ‘Municipal Emergency 
Management Committee’ (notwithstanding personal long 
service in a local brigade) always serves as a reminder of ‘property 
preparation’ before summer.  Advice is available through Council’s 

Fire Prevention Officer and through local brigades. (And don’t we 
hold them in high regard!)  I urge careful consideration of your 
circumstances with faithful attention to your property needs.

It is expected that the Upper Beaconsfield Recreation Reserve 
oval will better survive the harshness of summer in a manner quite 
superior to other years given the work done there. It’s pleasing that 
Council and local groups work together to mutual advantage.

I express my pleasure and delight at having served as a councillor 
with you over the past three years. You’re an enthusiastic community 
with a zeal towards your facilities and services as well as being keen 
to serve one another.

I sincerely wish you all a blessed and safe Christmas time.
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Tammy Lobato

Upper Beaconsfield is a community more aware than most about 
the perils of summer bushfires. This fire season, which has been 
declared by the CFA to be one of the most dangerous for years, due 
to record low rainfall levels, requires a concerted effort by everyone 
to reduce bushfire risks.

With many new residents in the Shire of Cardinia, it is imperative 
that everyone becomes familiar about what to do in the fire danger 
period and pays attention to the tremendous information that our 
local CFA brigades disseminate to the community.

To assist in spreading information about dealing with fires, I 
have published a Fire Season Calendar covering the peak danger 
months from October 2008 to April 2009. The calendar includes 
information about fire safety plans, insurance, fire safety kits and 
handy reminders about fire safety checks. These calendars have 
been distributed to households but additional copies are available 
on request from my office. If you are new to the area, or you know 
someone who is, please take advantage of the calendar to assist you 
in facing the months ahead.

At this time when the lack of water is clearly Victoria’s greatest 
challenge, I am fortunate to be a member of the Parliamentary 
Environment and Natural Resources Committee that is undertaking 
an investigation into ensuring that Melbourne’s water needs are met. 
Currently 75 percent of Victoria’s total water consumption is used 
for irrigation, which is where the biggest water savings can be made. 
As water recycling projects continue, and infrastructure such as 
new pipelines are constructed, it is important that we get it right to 
secure our future water needs. The Committee is currently talking 
to individuals and organisations that have made submissions to our 
inquiry and is also investigating other water-saving and creating 
technologies, including desalination plants. It will complete its 
enquiry and report its recommendations to Parliament next year. In 
the meantime, the Brumby Government’s water plan is available at 
www.ourwater.vic.gov.au or from my office.

Also two year 6 students from Beaconsfield Upper Primary School 
— Georgia Wall and Renton Lewis — were among the lucky 

recipients to receive a free bicycle as part of the State Government’s 
1000 bike Ride2School giveaway. Students were nominated for 
the prize for demonstrating leadership qualities, as well as taking 
part in either a bike club or a bicycle education program. Studies 

have shown that children who are involved in sport and recreation 
are more likely to remain active as adults. In the 1970s, 80 percent 
of children walked or rode bikes to school. That figure is now 
languishing at just 20 percent today. Encouraging physical activity 
is one of the best things we can do as adults to look after our 
children’s health. It is recommended that they each need 60 minutes 
of exercise per day to maintain good fitness levels. I congratulate 
the students on their success in being awarded these bikes and for 
setting such an excellent example to their peers.

Congratulations also to all those students at Beaconsfield Upper 
Primary School who participated in the Premier’s Reading 

Challenge. It is fantastic to witness 
so much enthusiasm for reading 
and to see young people discover 
the joy of books. Well done!

Tammy Lobato MP, Member for 
Gembrook, 1/5 Gloucester Ave 
Berwick, 3806. Tel: 9796 1987 
Fax: 9796 1891

Email: tammy.lobato @ parliament.
vic.gov.au 

 Gembrook Electorate
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Primary School news
New play equipment 
Nick Karanzoulis

The new playground equipment has been installed and has become 
an instant hit with all the children. As well as being a large unit, 
the play equipment has a variety of modules that will challenge all 
children in different ways. The joy that playing on the equipment 
will bring to your children will go on for a few years. Thank you to 
our community who have assisted our PFA in raising the necessary 
money for this project. Keeping children happy, engaged, fit and 
healthy is one of our major roles at BUPS. Thank you to the PFA for 
their contribution towards this $40 000 asset.

English gold medal 

Congratulations to Sam Inskip from Grade 3 on being awarded the 
English Gold Medal in the University of New South Wales’ 2008 
International Competitions and Assessments for Schools (ICAS). 
Such medals are awarded to the top 1% of competitors! Sam and his 
family have been invited to attend the presentation ceremony at the 
Melbourne Park Function Centre on 28 November.

Public speaking award
Eliza Sawyer and Helena Rann from Grade 6 represented our 
school at the annual 2008 Primary Schools Public Speaking 
Competition that is run by the Rotary Club of Pakenham. 
Both Eliza and Helena did a superb job with the presentation 
of their speeches to a captive audience, and as a result 
contributed to BUPS being named the winning school out of 
the thirteen schools who participated! Well done girls! The 
prize of $500 was awarded to BUPS and Helena received the 
$300 First Prize for her delivery of the speech on “Pets”.

Grade 5/6 hooptime basketball tournament
After being soundly defeated by a rather skilful and agile team 
from Gembrook in the first game, our grade 5/6 basketball 
team worked like a well-oiled and well-drilled machine to 
win the next five games, including a nail-biting grand final, 
to proceed to the state finals on Thursday 4 December at the 
Dandenong Basketball Stadium. 

Defence Lake Attack
At a special assembly earlier this term, representatives from the 
Defence Lake Attack Fun Run and Toshiba were present to present 
our School Captains with the first prize of a colour photocopier 
for BUPS winning the interschool fun run competition. This will 
be a valuable resource for our staff to use and produce work for the 
children and by the children in glorious colour. Thank you to all 
our families who helped with the run either by participating or by 
being a helper through the HPV program, or our PFA and assisting 
with the BBQ stall. Congratulations also to our girls team of Alice 
Kludass, Georgia Wall and Helena Rann who finished third in the 
female primary schools category.

Premier’s Reading Challenge
This year we have experienced a higher percentage of our children 
who successfully completed the Premier’s Reading Challenge than 
last year. From a record high 93% in 2007, to a new record 95% 
this year it is reassuring that teachers, children and parents have 
supported the program and encouraged the greater reading of books 
both at school and at home. Member for Gembrook, Tammy Lobato 
MP presented children with their certificates at a special assembly.  
Children were recognised for their efforts with a free BBQ.

Security
The installation of the CCTV has been completed. This resource will 
provide additional security for our school and act as a deterrent for 
any undesirable behaviour in the future. Please help us protect our 
school by reporting any unusual behaviour either to the Police on 
000 or the Education Department’s Security Division on 9589 6266.

Left: Sam Inskip from Grade 3 being awarded the English Gold Medal
Below: New playground equipment
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UB Rural Fire Brigade
Liz Brandie  Secretary

The Upper Beaconsfield Fire Brigade has had a reasonably quiet 
winter; we had a major reduction of motor vehicle accidents this 
winter perhaps due to the benefits of the re-surfacing and edging of 
Beaconsfield-Emerald Road.

Since last issue we have had callouts for:

House fires 2 (totally destroyed, no lives lost) 
Storm damage  2 
Oil over road  1 
Rubbish fire 1 
Grass and scrub fire 1 
Motor vehicle accidents 2 (non fatality) 
Fuel fire on road 2 (deliberately lit)

And one large fire at Hazelwood open cut mine.

The fuel fire on the road was petrol sprayed across the road by 
persons unknown. They also threw a bottle filled with petrol at a 
passing tanker responding to the fire. It is very disappointing that 
people enjoy wasting our time and causing a possible injury or bush 
fire. Should any resident know anything or see anything suspicious 
regarding this please call 000

Summer season is fire season and now is the time to clear your house 
and grounds of fuel fodder such as leaf litter, dead branches, clogged 
gutters, branches hanging over the house, long grass and wood 
stacks close to the house.

Bushfire in Victoria is an inevitable natural event. The CFA 
encourages residents of high-risk areas to prepare for the fire season 
by attending CFA pre-season wildfire education meetings which 
will enable you to be aware and prepare your bushfire survival plan.

I especially urge new residents who have recently moved into the 
area to attend the pre-season wildfire education meetings where they 
will gain very important information to safeguard their family and 
property from the threat of bushfire 
and during times of an emergency 
know how to respond effectively.

We had callouts in recent years 
from houses with combustion 
wood heaters, which catch fire in 
the flue due to a build up of oils 
and residue from the wood. This 
builds up to a thick coating and 
can ignite inside the flue. If you 
suspect you have a fire in the flue 
call 000 first, then fill a water spray 
container open the door and spray 
a couple of sprays of water and 
close the door this will convert to 
steam which increases in volume 
and extinguishes the fire in the flue. 
Wood heaters should be cleaned 
by a chimney sweep every summer. 

He will also inspect the inner flues for damage or wear and this will 
eliminate the danger of your wood heater catching fire in the flue.

The Upper Beaconsfield Fire Brigade has purchased their own water 
tank. This enables us to train our members with the use of hoses 
and wash the vehicles with reclaimed water in accordance with our 
environmental standards. Brigade sausage sizzles and donations 
from the residents of Upper Beaconsfield made the purchase of the 
water tank possible. Thank you for your support.

Tree felling accident
The UBRFB had a call out on 3 November to extricate an injured 
man from a tree at Beaconhills Country Golf Club. He had been 
cutting a large limb when the tree suddenly split cutting his safety 
line and wedging him in the fork of the tree.

The injured man was employed as Course Supervisor for the 
Beaconhills Country Golf Club and is also a former member of the 
Upper Beaconsfield Fire Brigade.

There was a large complement of rescue personnel including 
Upper Beaconsfield Fire Brigade, Dandenong Aerial Appliance, 
Region 8 Rope Rescue, Nar Nar Goon Rescue, Pakenham SES, Air 
Ambulance and paramedics who treated and stabilised the patient 
before he was extracted from the tree.

The injured man was in a fork at a height of 6 metres and this became 
a problem for paramedics, as they had to work off the top of an 
extension ladder to treat him until the Dandenong Platform arrived.

He was extricated with the aid of an aerial platform and flown by air 
ambulance to hospital where he was admitted in a serious condition 
with severe abdominal injuries, then put in an induced coma.

We have been told a day after the accident that he has a dislocated 
pelvis and broken femur, and the internal bleeding may not require 
surgery. We sincerely wish him a speedy recovery.
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Beaconhills Golf Club
Twilight golf at Beaconhills
Mary Griffin

Twilight is always a beautiful part of the day in Upper Beaconsfield 
and a traditional part of Beaconhills Country Golf Club’s calendar 
is “Twilight Golf ”. On Wednesday evenings during daylight saving 
hours, golfers tee off from 3 o’clock onwards and play nine holes, 
finding it an enjoyable break in the week. Green fee players are 
welcome to join in – by playing three 9 hole rounds, Mark Griffin, 
Stuart Lever or Brett Hamilton in the pro shop allocate a “9 hole 
handicap”.  At the moment it is “the teachers” who are blitzing the 
competition trophy vouchers, obviously enjoying the break from 
school routine. There are vouchers to win for the best gross and nett 
scores and for those nearest the pin on the short par three holes plus 
there is always a “pro pin” on a selected par four for the best second 
shot to the green. There is also a voucher for the golfer who had the 
least putts. 

One of the bonuses of playing in the later part of the day is the 
increased wildlife activity. Apart from the resident population of 
ducks and the five popular geese who live on “the island” and who 
recognise the voices of certain members who bring them food, there 
are a few more kangaroos and wallabies around than in previous 
years. Over in the bushland abutting the fourth fairway there is 
one very pretty eastern grey just out of its mother’s pouch. Two 
of our local lady golfers were recently charmed by a male gang-

gang cockatoo who dangled up-side-down from a low hanging 
gum tree branch and sweet talked them before floating down to 
the water bowl at the bottom of the tap on the ladies’ 10th tee. 
Kookaburras are always laughing at bad shots and there are many 
varieties of parrots. There are wildlife hazards golfers have learnt 
to accommodate — umbrellas and hats were necessary for a few 
weeks in September and October as there was an air-force squadron 
of magpies guarding the sixteenth fairway and the kurrajongs (our 
members call them crows) have learnt how to unzip golf bags and 
take off with muesli bars and sandwiches.

Bistro meals are available in the clubhouse after Twilight Golf and 
are excellent value and delicious — some people don’t worry about 
the golf and just enjoy the “19th hole”. 

Message from our manager 
Danie McNeil

On behalf of the Beaconhills Country Golf Club Board of 
Directors, members, staff and the Ryan Family, I would like to 
publicly thank the emergency services teams that assisted in 
the rescue of the club’s Course Superintendent, on Monday 3 
November. The CFA teams, SES crew, ambulance paramedics and 
the air ambulance arrived with such speed and their professionalism 
and support was incredible in such a delicate rescue. 

Barry Smith

You may have noticed some activity around 
the Recreation Reserve over the past year 
or so with continuing earthworks being 
the most obvious signs that something big 
has been happening. The oval surface of 
the reserve has long been hailed as one of 

the better in the Shire but the 
weather pattern changes have 
seen the drought take effect and 

the grass quality has deteriorated 
from lack of adequate rain. 

Thankfully, our Council has 
recognised the 

dangers to 

competitors of playing sport on a hard dry 
surface with poor grass cover. The decision 
was made last year to upgrade the oval 
and install subsurface drainage, to prevent 
compaction during winter, and then this 
year in-ground irrigation has been installed 
to facilitate summer watering to maintain 
the grass cover. 

This presented a problem with ever 
increasing pressure on the ability to access 
precious water from Melbourne’s reservoirs, 
and so a bore has been installed to provide 
the water necessary for irrigation all year. 
This necessitated extensive earthworks 
to install drain lines and some eighty 
five sprinkler heads across the oval, and 
installation of a storage tank and pumps 
etc. to supply the water. A fully automated 
control system has been incorporated which 
will water as required and switch off during 
periods of adequate rainfall. 

Council has also recently installed water 
saving devices to kitchen taps and new 
toilet cisterns in an effort to conserve water. 
Scouts Australia has also been active in 
providing, via a government grant program, 
a water storage tank and pump to harvest 
rainwater from the roof of the complex and 
have connected this to the toilets in another 
water saving project.

The Reserve Committee of Management 
and all users of these facilities are extremely 
grateful to Councillors and Council 
Officers, who have seen fit to provide 
considerable funding and worked over a 
long period to instigate and co-ordinate 
all the works to bring this very important 
improvement to our community asset to 
fruition. We are now at the forefront of 
helping the environment by maintaining a 
facility that is using very little of the mains 
supplied water.

Recreation Reserve
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 Australian Red Cross
Berwick/Upper Beaconsfield Red Cross Unit

Barbara Jackson

Several members of the Berwick/Upper Beaconsfield Red Cross 
Unit attended the Annual Conference of Red Cross Victoria held at 
the Arts Centre during October. The theme of the conference was 
the work of Red Cross in disaster situations.

ABC presenter Heather Ewart lead a discussion with a young woman 
who lost her home in the Anakie fires, a representative from the 
Human Services Department and a Red Cross Emergency Services 
officer who had experienced working overseas in areas devastated by 
earthquakes and tsunamis and also fires and floods in Australia.

This was followed by an excellent short video depicting the many 
services that involve Red Cross volunteers, both within Australia 
and overseas.

A small way to help fund Red Cross services is by saving stamps 
from mail. Just cut a generous slice of envelope around the stamp 
and they can be left at the Berwick Mechanics Institute Library. 
Christmas stamps are particularly sought after by collectors. In 
excess of $10 000 was raised by the philatelic volunteers in Victoria 
last year.

Red Cross Christmas cards, diaries and calendars (many featuring 
Australian flora and fauna) are available at the library or by phoning 
Barbara Jackson 5944 3554.

Extra volunteers are always needed for the March Red Cross 
doorknock. Collection can be done at any time during March, so if 
you can spare a few hours to cover an area I would really appreciate 
your call on the above number. 

Developing initiative
Janet Granger-Wilcox

Teenage years can be a bit of trial. I 
remember mine quite clearly (and I bet 
my parents do too!) Fortunately, the 
things I remember most from my 
teenage years are the adventures and 
opportunities I was presented with 
throughout Venturing.

As a 17-year-old, I went on a trip of a 
lifetime to Western Australia with my unit 
and my Venturer Leader, all packed onto 
our Venturer bus. We went to the Australian 
Venture (kind of like a Jamboree) which was 
fantastic fun.

I remember coordinating the catering for 
15 people all the way there, and all the way 
back. At the time, it was just fun. But now, 
looking back as an adult, I can see what 
a great opportunity it was to develop 
responsibility and initiative.

Scouting provides young people with 
the opportunity through their teenage 
years to develop self-reliance, self-
confidence and initiative — skills that will 
stay with them for life.

The Upper Beaconsfield Scout Group has 
recently had an influx of new leaders and 
youth members. Maybe this year — the Year 
of the Scout and the centenary of Scouting 

in Australia — is the 
year to join!

Venturers
Our section for young people aged between 
14½ and 18 years is called Venturers.

As a Venturer Scout, you could find yourself 
sailing on Westernport Bay, hiking the 
Cathedral Ranges, earning your pilot’s 

licence, investigating a career in astro-
physics, editing your own film, making a 
sculpture or climbing a sheer rock face. 

Venturer Scouts have the courage and 
confidence to say, try and do. You are 

given opportunities to experience the 
excitement of living and the training 

to develop into a capable, self-reliant 
individual. 

The action and adventure a 
Venturer Scout experiences 

doesn’t just develop your 
physical skills. It also prepares 

you to meet challenges, 
to deal with new 

situations, and to gain 
independence. 

You belong to a 
group of young 

people your own age. 
You run your own affairs 

through a Unit Council. You speak 
out for your own viewpoint and share the 
decisions, help make the plans and follow 
them through. 

The Upper Beaconsfield Venturer Unit 
meets on Monday nights and new members 
are always welcome. To have a chat about 
joining, you can phone our Group Leader, 
Paul Deady, on 5944 4248.

 Upper Beac Scout Group

Upper Beaconsfield 
Venturer Maddy 
Sawyer at our Anzac 
Day camp weekend.
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Upper Beac Pony Club
Our amazing volunteers
Marg Jones

Can you believe that there are only a few short weeks and the 
year will be coming to a close ... where has the time gone? The 
Upper Beaconsfield Pony Club has achieved many of its goals 
this year due to the brilliant work of our group of volunteer 
parents. In a world that has a catch cry of being ‘time poor’ these 
amazing people offer the little spare time they have to volunteer 
at our club. The activities are varied from being on the hard 
working committee, to grounds management, to running the 
canteen or arranging a rally for our riders every month. Our hard 
working dads freely gave up weekends and annual leave holidays 
to build and complete our amazing cross country jumps for our 
riders to train over.

To each and every parent that has so generously given up their 
time for the benefit of our children — the riders — the youth of 
our community — we sincerely thank you.

Over the past couple of months the club was fortunate enough to 
have two international instructors come and assist with our rider’s 
training. One was Paul Williams, the father of our recent Olympic 
show jumping rider Matt Williams and Adam Wootten, who has 
travelled over the world competing in show jumping. The experience 
and the knowledge that these instructors passed on to our riders 
cannot be underestimated. The club also has a backbone of very 
talented regular instructors who give up their Sundays once a month 
to assist our riders in fulfilling their potential.

During the October rally we farewelled the Kerpen family. Senior 
rider Natalie Kerpen was leaving due to her reaching the age of 25, 
which is the retirement age for pony club riders. Natalie will now 
focus on the final years of her studies in Vet Science. The Kerpen 
family represent what pony club is all about – parents (Ron and 
Gabrielle) who came along in 1990 with their young children 
(Natalie and Alyssa) riding their ponies. The family was willing to 
participate and become involved at club level with their children 
and learning along the way. Natalie went on to represent her club 
at many competitions, locally and also at zone and state level. The 
Upper Beaconsfield Pony club sincerely thanks the Kerpen family 
for their generous assistance over the many years; they have helped 
establish what our club is today.

Our November rally will be a fun filled day with our games rally 
– which I know that all riders are looking forward to.

On Melbourne Cup Day the club held its major fundraising event – 
“Berwick Cell to Cell Mobile Phones Show Jumping and Dressage 
Day” at Akoonah Park in Berwick. It was an extremely successful 
day and many thanks go to all of our sponsors and the hard working 
committee who put together an excellent program to cater for the 
riders who came from all over the district.

Our Pony Club year will come to a close on the 14 December with our 
end of year Christmas Gymkhana for our riders. This is always a fun 
filled day with everyone having a great time – lots of smiles to be seen … 
I wonder if Santa will make an early visit for the riders this year?

On behalf of the Upper Beaconsfield Pony Club may we take this 
opportunity to wish you all a joyful and happy Christmas with your 
loved ones and a safe and happy 2009.

If you are interested in joining our youth movement please don’t 
hesitate to look up our web site  
www.upperbeaconsfield.ponclubvic.org.au for more details.

BUPS Basketball Club
Chris Pentland

After 20 weeks of clinics and skills work it is great to see the newly 
formed BUPS basketball teams now up and putting all their skills 
into action. 

In April this year many Beaconsfield Upper and children from 
the surrounding suburbs began learning the skills of how to play 
basketball. From dribbling, to lay ups, to shooting and passing, 
more than 40 kids came together on a Monday night at Berwick 
Secondary College to learn how to play. Over the two terms their 
development was outstanding and it enabled many of these children 
to be ready for some real action.

The club now has six competing teams, four teams playing at 
Cranbourne Basketball Stadium on a Thursday night, one team 
playing at Pakenham on a Saturday and one team playing on a 
Monday night at Dandenong. All the teams are having varying 
success, with several of them being placed in section 1 competition. 
Meanwhile, all the teams are finding out just what fun playing in a 
team sport can be.

Currently our grade 3 team is requiring fill-ins most weeks, so if you 
know of any children in this age group who are wanting to go out 
and give it go, please contact Chris or Kristy Pentland on 9707 5543 
or 0400 909 440.

With all these kids out having so much fun, it is just as important 
to thank all those fabulous people who have volunteered their time 
to be either team manager or coaches. Without this invaluable 
support, the teams would not be able to operate.
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Upper Beac Tennis Club
Cam McCormick

Christmas party – Tennis Club cranks up for a 
fantastic end to 2008
Yet again, Christmas has snuck up on us quickly. Luckily, there 
was time to plan another ball-breaking Christmas party. Last year’s 
party was a ripper, possibly our biggest ever, and we expect this 
year to be no exception. The party starts on Saturday 6 December 
with early evening tennis for the kids, leading into a spit roast, and 
visit from Santa, concluding with senior singles and doubles club 
championship finals complete with much cheering and merriment! 
Bring the kids, friends and family along for a great night.

Memberships
New members are always welcome and we have a range of categories 
to suit everyone from juniors and students through to family and 
adult. Membership gets you into weekend inter-club competitions, 
midweek ladies competitions, intra-club social tennis 4 nights per 
week under lights and gives you unlimited use of the best en-tout-
cas courts in the district, and includes other club facilities such as 
the hitting wall, table tennis and pool tables. Anybody keen on 
joining-up can contact our treasurer Callen O’Brien (5944 3430) 
for a membership application form.

Inter-club team competition
The club fields many teams of varying standards in a number 
of competitions, and we are always on the look-out for new 
permanent players or even emergencies that may be available to 
fill in occasionally. Contact one of our co-ordinators for more 
information and find out which comp would best suit you: 

Juniors (Berwick) 
Nikki Le Brocq 0419 774 482

Mid week ladies (Peninsula & Dandenong) 
Jenny McCormick 5944 3617

Seniors 
Peter Durkin (Waverley & Bayside) 5944 3765

Ian Jackson (West Gippsland) 0403 208 047

Nick Gamble (Pennant) 0438 443 756

Night tennis
Night tennis is the perfect 
option for those who are too 
busy to play weekends, but 
are happy to roll the arm over 
in a social atmosphere during 
the week after work. Tuesday 
night was recently slotted in for 
intermediate players only, and 
this popular new option is filling 
up fast. If you want to be part 
of night comp it comes highly 
recommended as an excellent 
opportunity to partake in some 

after dinner drinks and social lubrication! Generally, night comp 
starts at 7.30 pm and 3 sets later at about 9.30 pm to 10 pm there 
will usually be somebody lounging around the clubhouse looking for 
a late night. Anyone interested in being a permanent player or even 
just an occasional emergency, please contact one of the following:

Monday Night (Beginner/Intermediate): 
Ian Stanley 0417 581 001

Tuesday Night (Intermediate): 
Leanne Ricketts 5944 3910

Wednesday Night (Advanced): 
Nick Gamble 0438 443 756

Thursday Night (Beginner/Intermediate): 
David Harvey 5944 3385 

Yes, we have been boring!
Our bore has finally been installed, and once the bore water tank 
is in place beside our current rainwater tank the club will be in the 
enviable position of not needing to rely on rain or town water for 
maintaining the excellent condition of the courts. Water restrictions 
have allowed us to water only half the courts used for competition 
before the start of each set.

Court care
The lack of rain and continued high usage of our courts for 
competition and coaching means that the need for maintenance 
remains high. Well done to Ian Jackson for his tireless efforts and 
continued dedication in keeping our courts in prime condition. All 
members need to help out by ensuring that only correct footwear 
is worn (Dunlop Volley or equivalent soles), and noting that most 
cross-trainers and jogging shoes are not acceptable. Bagging the 
courts after every set from fence to fence is a must for maintaining 
an even surface.

Manna Gums Tennis Club?
Who has heard of Manna Gums Tennis Club (see picture)? This 
framed piece of history was handed over to one of our midweek 
ladies from another club in the belief that it may have originated 
from the Upper Beacy area. Could it be our first club, or just the 

back yard court of a local? Does 
anybody know of the “coach” 
Ron Newman, and who is the 
lady in the red dress holding the 
racquet? The name of the artist 
appears to be Wendy Huttlin, 
but there is no date. Anyone 
willing to pass on information 
relating to Manna Gums Tennis 
Club or Ron / Wendy can 
contact me on 0438 042 700.

Merry Christmas from the club, 
and we hope to see you all at the 
Christmas party.
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Rev Ronald Peterson

‘So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth 
in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 
David, because he belonged to the house and line 

of David’. Luke 2:4, 5 (NIV)

As the crow flies, from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem was a journey of approximately 
100 kilometres but travelling over hills, 
through villages and around rivers would 
more than likely have made the trip even 
longer. Pictures on Christmas cards always 
show Mary riding a donkey, but we don’t 
really know whether they had a donkey or 
not or what their mode of travel was. In any 
case, whether on foot or on the back of a 
swaying donkey, it wasn’t an easy journey, 
especially for a women nearing the end of 
her pregnancy. 

Why did she go? Well, the government 
of the day had decided on a census and 
everyone had to go to one’s “own city”, the 
place their families called home, for official 
registration and counting. Perhaps for Mary 
it was also good to get away from the village 
of Nazareth, where tongues were wagging 
about her pregnancy and unmarried status. 

But Mary and Joseph knew they were going 
far from family, into a city whose streets 
would be clogged with travelling strangers. 
They were assured of no warm welcome, 
no cosy place to give birth to the expected 
child. Perhaps they hoped for a room or 
a distant relative to make available a place 
for them to stay or a way for Joseph to 
earn money for their keep, but in almost 
every way, they were travelling into the 
unknown. The journey was long and hard, 
the destination uncertain.

Nearly nine months before their arrival in 
Bethlehem, Mary had responded to the 
news given to her by an angel in words that 
were to comfort her in the many uncertain 
years ahead. “I am the Lord’s servant. May 
it be to me as you have said.” With those 
simple words of faith, she could endure the 
long journey, the cold unwelcoming streets 
of Bethlehem, the staring faces of strangers, 
the uncertainty and the crude stable with its 
straw lined manger. 

Where is your Bethlehem? Has the path 
been long and hard, the way uncertain, the 
people uncaring and the circumstances 

wearying? When we submit ourselves as 
servants to a loving God, we can say with 
confidence “May it be to me as you have 
said” and experience what Mary experienced 
that first Christmas. God with us.

Services
St John’s Anglican Church Upper 
Beaconsfield invites you to welcome in 
Christmas with carols and communion at 
the Christmas Eve service on 24 December 
at 10 pm or come and celebrate the gift of 
Christmas Day at the 9.30 am service.

Normal services at St John’s are on a 
Wednesday at 10 am and Sunday at 9.30 am. 

Our Lower Hall complex is nearing 
completion and we look forward to St 
John’s Opportunity Shop moving into more 
spacious premises in the Lower Hall at the 
beginning of 2009.

St John’s Playgroup is also moving to the 
Lower Hall to purpose built facilities, 
beginning first term 2009. Enquiries 
regarding enrolment in St John’s Playgroup 
can be made by contacting 9707 1004.

The good news from St John’s

Cricket Club
Cricket Club makes a good start 
to the season
Julian Bayard

Following the appointment of new coach 
Chris Pentland, the Upper Beaconsfield 
Cricket Club has made an extremely 
positive start to the 2008/2009 season. 
With four senior sides in the B, C, E and 
F-grade divisions, as well as under 11, 13, 
15 and 17 teams, the club is now one of the 
largest in the entire West Gippsland Cricket 
Association.

Pentland, who was previously involved in 
the Upper Beaconsfield’s junior ‘Milo in2 
Cricket’ program, brings vast knowledge 
and experience to the club after having 
coached both Clyde and Narre Warren 
Cricket Clubs in the past.

The club’s First XI side has won its first two 
games of the season and is in contention for 

a premiership, as is the C-grade team, who 
also won its first two matches.

Under the captaincy of Andrew Haythorpe, 
the E-grade side is progressing extremely 
well, with the team consisting of several 
under 13 and 15 junior players.

Scott Pitcher is captain of the B-grade team, 
while Glenn Kilburn and Stuart Black take 
charge of the C and F-grade sides respectively. 

The highlight of the season so far has been 
a century to senior player Nick Pastras, who 
scored 128 in the first game of the season. 

There have also been several standout 
performances from junior players, with 
Taylor Joyce scoring 67 not out in under 
13s and Tom Jennings scoring 71 not out in 
under 17s.

Any senior or junior players who would like 
to get involved can contact club president 
Shawn Hassall on 0409 966 500.

Milo Cricket
Kristy Pentland

Milo Cricket has begun again in Upper 
Beaconsfield. Over 60 children have signed 
up to participate in the eight-week program. 
This year sees a little change in the operation 
of the program as senior members of the 
cricket club lend a hand in the role of 
coaching. This means that parents can now 
move around the activity stations with their 
children assisting their child to participate 
to the best of their ability. The sessions are 
held at the Upper Beaconsfield Recreation 
Reserve on Friday nights from 5–6.30 pm. 
For more information please phone Chris 
or Kristy Pentland 9707 5543 or check the 
Milo Cricket website.
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Toy Library
Marie Rogers

Why wait ‘till Christmas? Toy library has an extensive range of toys 
available now! And no need to go to the North Pole either. You can 
borrow for up to two weeks or return the following week. 

Here are some of the toys available: for baby a baby swing, learning 
cubes, roly poly ball run, 
activity frames and baby 
basketball ring. For the 
musically-minded we 
have many percussion 
instruments such as drums, 
xylophones, tambourines, 
maracas and bongo 
drums, string instruments 
like Dora the Explorer 
guitar and lap harp. We 
also have an accordion, 
keyboards, musical toys and 
instrumental sets.

We have over 90 puzzles 
ranging from dominoes 
and mazes to classic jigsaw 
puzzles. There are lots of construction toys and sets, for boys  
and girls.

There are also the ever popular ride-ons and large vehicles; like a 
rocking horse, ride-on and ride-in cars, tractors and wagons, pedal 
rollers and a roller coaster ride, with plans to buy another in the 
New Year along with many other popular toys.

If your child likes toy vehicles we have lots to choose from; racing 
cars, sand pit trucks, emergency vehicles, motor bikes, garbage 
trucks and wooden vehicles.

We have famous brand play sets which will give 
any child many hours of entertainment and 
fun; themes include harbour, railway, farming, 
dinosaurs, sea creatures, castles, stables, kitchen 
sets, carnivals and fun parks, dolls houses and 
shopping sets with a huge range of imaginary 
and role playing toys.

Keep them active with favourites like crawl 
through tunnels and tents, musical steps, slides, 
basketball, ten pin bowling, quoits, hopper ball 
and gym ball, just to name a few.

Does your child like to dress up? We have a large range of dress-ups 
from animals to super heroes as well as occupational outfits.

If you like board or skill games we have them too, also a small range 
of DVDs and videos plus educational devices, learning books and 
teaching aids.

Great news! We have 
done so well with our 
fundraising this year that 
we are able to spend over 
$2 000 on toys alone for 
2009. We will be replacing 
and upgrading many of 
our older toys and puzzles, 
allowing us to offer our 
members safe, good quality 
toys and the latest popular 
ones available. If it’s new on 
the market, we may have it. 
The other great news is that 
2009 memberships will 
remain at $20 for the year 
— how fantastic is that!

Donations: We love receiving donations of toys, puzzles and games 
suitable for toy library, as many old favourites are often discontinued 
or unattainable, parts become lost or broken and we often need to 
replace only part of a toy, game or puzzle. For this reason donated 
toys are important to us. If you have toys that your child has grown 
out of or just want to de-clutter your home, think about donating 
them to toy library.

Upper Beaconsfield Toy Library caters for children 6 years and 
under. We are located at the Community Centre and are open 

Thursday and Saturday 9.30 to 10.30 am. Pay 
$10 for the rest of the year and enjoy the benefits 
of being in this community service. 2009 
memberships and gift vouchers also available.

We close on Thursday 18 December and 
reopen Thursday 30 January 2009

Wishing everyone a merry Christmas 
& a very happy New Year


