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Early Years Learning Centre 
Official Opening Ceremony

Nick Karanzoulis

The official opening ceremony of our Early Years Learning 
Centre (EYLC) took place recently in our packed Multipurpose 
Hall. The Hon. Bronwyn Pike MP, Minister for Education; 
Tammy Lobato MP, Member for Gembrook; Gavin McGill, 
BUPS school council president; Neil McCready, BHA 
Architect; Steve Lamble, builder; Gordon Atkin, immediate 
past BUPS principal; Senior Constable Lynn Furborough 
from the Pakenham Police; Monica Bilton, school captain; 
Brendan Cooper, school captain and Breanna Astle from grade 
1 /2 H were our distinguished guests. School councillors, 
members of our Parents and Friends Association, members 
of the Upper Beaconsfield Association, the Village Bell and 
Community Centre as well as many of our parents were on 
hand to witness the unveiling of the plaque to commemorate 
the official opening. What a delightful sight to see so much of 
the Upper Beaconsfield’s past together in the same hall. I was 
most impressed with the way the captains, Monica and Brendan, 
guided Minister Pike through the EYLC. The Minister spent 
quite some time in the building talking to children about their 
learning in our fantastic new learning centre. The Minister 
was keen to stay longer and have a game of “Celebrity Heads” 
but time restrictions prevented her from having the time of 

her life with our grade 1 /2s. At the ceremony, Brendan delivered a well-
thought thank you speech followed by the sensational singing of the 
song “True Colours” by our choir. Who will forget the amazing speech 
made by Breanna Astle from Grade 1 /2 H reflecting her, and her peers, 
thoughts about the new learning centre. Our school has experienced an 
amazing transformation in its 126 year history, from a single weatherboard 
building, to one where there are buildings purpose built for optimal 
learning in a world that is strongly influenced with technological 
innovations and new, more effective learning tools. 

The new classroom (left). Photographs: Jo Carter

more Primary School news on page 13

The Hon. Bronwyn Pike MP, Minister for Education (left), Tammy Lobato MP,  
Member for Gembrook (middle), Nick Karanzoulis, principal (right);
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Rainfall at Barkala, Beaconsfield-Emerald Road
George Moir

Month 40 yr average 2008 2009
Jan 65.4 26.0 10.0
Feb 55.4 48.0 7.1
Mar 64.7 22.6 59.3
Apr 77.9 53.6 60.1
May 88.0 43.8 28.1
Jun 79.8 60.2 47.4
Jul 79.6 74.4 82.5

Aug 86.5 89.4
Sep 91.3 32.5
Oct 94.4 46.2

Nov 83.5 105.8
Dec 79.7 82.3

Total 946.2 mm 684.8 mm

Highlights:

•	 July	was	the	first	month	of	rainfall	above	average	for	2009.	
The previous years above average were November and 
December 2008.

•	 The	last	three	months	(May–July)	totalled	158.0	mm	 
63% of the average (average 247.4 mm)

•	 The	2009	year	to	date	rainfall	was	294.5	mm	 
57.6% of the average (average 510.8 mm)

The next critical period to get good rainfall to ease our reservoir 
situation are the months of September and October. This did not 
happen in 2008. We can only hope.

Beck, Margaret
Bokos, A & J
Darlington Family
Dickson, Norma
Fenton Family
Fischer, Michael & Norbert
Fitzgerald, B & M
Flynn, H & R
Francey, R & S
Gilberthorpe, N & M
Harle, Tom
Harding, Ros & Rick
Harrington, M
Harris, Mark
Hewson, John & Jasmine
Hill, Judy & Bob
Hillier, Craig & Sandra
Jeffs, Leigh & Janice
Jolly, G & G
Keon, S
Kerpen, R & G
Kneen, H
Kilmartin Family
Macdonald Family

McGill Family
Mete, Robyn & Wayne
Moir, George
Moritz, G
O’Brien, Mary & Denis
Oldenburger, C & T
Paisley, J & H
Pritchard, J
Raftis, Mick & Alison
Ruse Family
Ryan, Alison & Daniel
Savage, Sharon
Scott, Fred & Jenny
Smith, Ken & Margaret
Steidle, V & M
Summons, D & W
Ulph, John & Fay
Vaughan, J
Wastell, Rosemary
Whitehead, G & M
Wiedermann, Rod
Williams, L & K
Williams, S

Do Not Call—not working
Noel Ling

You may have noticed an 
increase in telemarketing 
in 2009, even if you are 
currently registered on 
the Do Not Call list, so 
why is this? 

The Do Not Call program, set up in 2006 by 
the Australian Government, only allows you 
to stay on the list for a maximum of three 
years. Being 2009, your registration may 
have expired, which could be the reason for 
these extra telemarketing calls that seem to 
be targeting your phone number. 

You can re-register at any time to extend 
your phone numbers on this list up to 2012, 
and it only takes a few minutes. 

https://www.donotcall.gov.au/ 
or phone 1300 792 958 

Take care when parking
This article has been submitted by a resident 
of Salisbury Road. He is a walker and is 
concerned about vehicles sometimes parked 
on the footpath near the community centre 
that obstruct access by pedestrians.

Victorian Government Gazette (Extract)

Road	Rules	–	Victoria	No.	197

Stopping on a path, dividing strip or 
nature strip

1. A driver must not stop on a bicycle 
path, footpath, shared path or 
dividing strip, or a nature strip 
adjacent to a length of road in a built-
up area, unless:

a) The driver stops at a place on a length 
of road, or in an area, to which a 
parking control sign applies and the 
driver is permitted to stop at that 
place under the Road Rules; or

b) The driver’s vehicle is a motor 
cycle and the driver stops in a place 
where the motor cycle does not 
inconvenience, obstruct, hinder 
or prevent the free passage of any 
pedestrian or other vehicle; or

c) The driver is using a vehicle for 
the purpose of the operation of a 
detection device prescribed for the 
purposes of Section 66 of the Road 
Safety Act of 1986

Penalty: 3 penalty units.

2. This rule does not apply to the rider  
of a bicycle or animal.

We thank our Village Bell subscribers for 2009
(who have paid since the last Village Bell was published)
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About town
Welcome to the new owners of the Upper 
Beaconsfield Milk Bar
Jo Carter

Local girl, Elizabeth Gates, has recently taken over the milk bar. 
Elizabeth, daughter of Elaine and Barry Gates of Salisbury Road, 
has lived in Upper Beaconsfield all of her life and was a pupil at 
the Upper Beaconsfield Primary School. Elizabeth’s partner, Ian 
Tognazzini, has been a local resident for about 6 years and was 
brought up in Doveton.

Elizabeth and Ian will be renovating the Milk Bar in time for spring. 
They will build an outside deck and hope that residents will rally 
round them and make this the place to shop.

The new owners will serve fresh fish either grilled, or in their own 
beer batter. The famous Krash Burger will still be available. They are 
looking forward to meeting up with all of the locals, and providing 
you with great snacks and takeaways.

Cakes made by local resident, Zed, will be served with Elizabeth’s 
great coffee.

The editors of the Bell wish Ian and Elizabeth success in their 
new venture.

Upper Beaconsfield emergency alert system 
update
Ed Keon-Cohen

Many of you will have heard of recommendations from the 
Bushfire Royal Commission with the proposed introduction of 
an SMS/Phone alert system. It is believed this system will operate 
in a similar way to the current Upper Beaconsfield alert system 
but will be activated and managed on an official State level. The 
Upper Beaconsfield system will continue to operate on a local level 
and be available to residents should they choose to register. It is a 
community run system that is provided on a best endeavours basis. 
The system uses a commercial SMS service to send an SMS to all 
registered mobile phone numbers and ring all registered landline 
numbers and deliver a voice message in the event of an emergency. 
This system is another tool that can be effective to quickly notify 

residents of an incident 24 hours a day. You, however, must not 
rely on any one information source and should have your own fire 
plan. The more options available to alert residents of a potential 
risk the better. There may be instances where you receive similar 
messages but from different sources. The information provided by 
the Upper Beaconsfield system is limited to the nature and location 
of an emergency or incident. We will not issue any information or 
advice in relation to action to take or the level of threat other than 
that already issued by emergency services. This system will no doubt 
be refined over the coming years with further Royal Commission 
recommendations to come.

The administration of the system is being managed by the Upper 
Beaconsfield Community Centre Inc. If your details change ensure 
they are updated. If you wish to register contact the community 
centre with name, address and phone numbers and provide $5 fee 
for each phone number.

Address: 10-12 Salisbury Road, Upper Beaconsfield 3808

Phone: 5944 3484 or email: ub.smsalerts @ gmail.com

Past Bells go digital
Linda Burridge

The Village Bell was first published in July 1978 and has been 
produced (mostly) quarterly ever since. In 1983, following Ash 
Wednesday, there were nine editions and then six editions per 
year for several years after that. The extra editions were to provide 
information and support to the community as the town re-built. 

The Bell was produced in Foolscap format for the first few years 
before moving to the now familiar A4 size, and has been available 
online in colour in pdf format for the last few years. It has always 
been produced entirely by volunteers with the costs of paper and 
postage being offset by subscription fees and advertising revenue. 
The current edition is number 177 with a circulation of 1200.

Since its inception, the Village Bell has been collected at the 
Berwick Mechanics Institute Library. Recently, a project has begun 
to digitise all of the old editions of the Bell to preserve the content 
and, possibly, to make it available online. It is a slow process to 
scan each edition page by page, but reading the fascinating articles 
makes it bearable! A couple of editions are missing from the BMI 
collection. If anyone has copies of #99, 113 and 114 from around 
1995, we would like to borrow them for scanning.

Please contact Linda Burridge on 5944 3168 

Scouts group – Thank you
Ali Hudson

Upper Beaconsfield Scout Group would like to sincerely thank 
all the local businesses that supported our recent raffle at the quiz 
night. We had a great night and raised a tad over $1 100, which 
is just amazing. We hope the recipients enjoy using the gifts and 
vouchers generously given by Foodworks, The Hind Quarter, Hair 
Creations, Rivendell Conveyancing, General Store, Indigenous 
Nursery, Milk Bar, Village Massage Therapies and the Post Office.
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About town
Countdown to the fire season
Helen Smith and Graham Jolly 

Did you know that almost half of Cardinia Shire is 
considered high bushfire risk? An ABC news report on 
29 July stated that “… a leaked report from the state’s 
Department of Sustainability and Environment says 
a season with the greatest potential loss to life and 
property is now in sight.” Victorians are being warned 
they have just 90 days to prepare. The report says the 
ominous forecast “is due to Victoria’s continuing 
drought and a forecast of El Nino weather patterns.” At 
the same time, the Bureau of Meteorology forecast the 
warmer than normal weather was set to continue with 
the next three months expected to have higher than 
average temperatures and lower than usual rainfall.

At the time of writing this article, the Bushfire Royal Commission 
is still underway and there have been no conclusions yet regarding 
the “stay or leave early” policy. Hopefully, the various authorities will 
provide updated fire advice closer to the fire season. The main issues 
arising from last February’s fires were the terrifying speed of bush 
fires and how communication systems failed to cope.

Your responsibility
In the meantime, if you haven’t already done so, each resident should 
take stock of your own home including family members, pets and 
your local situation and prepare now for the coming fire season. 
Consider the type of house you own, building materials used and 
how the house is sited, and ask yourself the following questions:
•	 Is	your	home	in	a	valley	or	on	a	hillside	or	ridge	top?	Winds	

are fiercest at ridge tops and when fires travel up slopes.
•	 What	direction	do	you	face?	South-facing	sites	may	be	

moister, north and west aspects are drier.
•	 What	direction	a	fire	may	come	from—hot	north	westerly	

wind, or driven by a south west cool change.
•	 The	amount	of	ground	fuel	on	your	property,	roadside	

reserves and boundaries
•	 Is	your	property	located	near	more	heavily	forested	areas?
•	 Evacuation	routes

Each landholder should keep their property, its boundaries and 
nature strips clear of ground fuel, litter and weeds. But this doesn’t 
mean you should knock down all the trees! A timely reminder to 
property	owners	with	security	gates—in	an	emergency,	a	fire	truck	
may not be able to enter your property. Everyone should assume 
that in a bushfire emergency, the CFA may not be able to assist you 
individually. It is your responsibility to take every possible step to 
protect homes and families.

At the fire meeting held the week after Black Saturday, one irate 
resident was heard to demand from the CFA members “what have 
you done to reduce the roadside fuel?” But the CFA does not have 
the time, resources or authority to burn the roadside reserves! 
Residents should inform Cardinia Shire Council of local roadside 
fire hazards. Roadside reserves of arterial roads come under the 

jurisdiction of VicRoads.

Many local landowners have properties abutting or nearby public 
parks and reserves. What is the state of fuel buildup in these areas? 
Often it is a case of out of sight and out of mind. Again, if you 
personally know of potential fuel hazards in these areas you can 
contact the relevant authorities. At an advertised public meeting held 
at Gembrook CFA Fire Station on 4 August, Peter Brick (Department 
of Sustainability) presented the Fire Operations Plan for local public 
land. About 20 people attended, from various townships in the hills. 
DSE requested public feedback in regard to this plan, to take place 
between 1 and 28 August 2009. Further information about the fire 
operations plan can be viewed on the DSE website where you can 
view proposed cool burns and the location of strategic fuel breaks. 
A controlled burn took place in autumn 2009 in the vicinity of the 
Cardinia Reservoir spillway, but no other burns are planned before 
this coming fire season.

Areas of concern for Upper Beaconsfield are listed below. It is 
recommended you get out your Melway directory, maps 126, 127, 
210, 211 and 212, and locate all these areas. 

North / West locations
•	 Aura	Vale	Lake	(Parks	Victoria/DSE)
•	 Cardinia	Reservoir	Park	(Parks	Victoria/DSE)
•	 Cardinia	Reservoir	(Parks	Victoria/DSE)
•	 Stoney	Creek	from	Stoney	Creek	Road	to	the	Cardinia	Creek	

(Parks Victoria/DSE)

South / Southwest locations
•	 Cardinia	Creek	from	Guys	Hill	to	Stoney	Creek	(Parks	

Victoria/DSE)
•	 Critchley	Parker	Junior	Reserve,	St	Georges	Road	(Parks	

Victoria/DSE)

Recreational open space locations
•	 Beaconsfield	Nature	Conservation	Reserve	(prohibited	access,	

managed by Cardinia Environment Coalition )
•	 Dallas	Brooks	Scout	Camp,	St	Georges	Road	and	Dickie	

Upwey fire viewed from Red Hill Road on 23 February 2009. Photograph: Helen Smith

Recreational open space locations continued on page 5
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UB Rural Fire Brigade
Fire Season 
Liz Brandie, Secretary

We are again approaching the fire season. 
As we lead into spring we should be clearing 
around our properties before the fire 
restrictions begin.

The weather predictions for this coming 
summer are a warning to act now and 
instigate your personal fire plans and be 
prepared to act on them early.

We have not had a major fire in this area since 
Ash Wednesday 1983; this places Upper 
Beaconsfield and our surrounding areas at a 
high-risk level.

Fire management that includes the 
prevention, suppression and the use of 
prescribed burning to reduce the risks 
requires partnerships between government 
land management agencies, fire services and 
the community.

CFA will be organising community meetings 
in the coming months targeted to residents 
living in high bush fire risk areas. I would 
encourage you all to attend and empower 
yourself with knowledge of bushfire 
behaviour, personal safety, house survival 
and personal risk.

Wood fire ash disposal
Many residents have a wood fire or combustion 
heater but where do we put the ashes?

Improper ash disposal can cause wild fires or 
fires in rubbish bins that ignite combustible 
materials, destroying homes and out 
buildings.

Piles of ashes can hold enough heat and can 
start a fire for several days, or longer, even 
though you see no burning coals.

Before disposing of your ashes:
•	 allow	the	ashes	to	cool

•	 never	place	ashes	in	a	plastic	container	
or wheelie bin

•	 empty	the	ashes	into	a	metal	container	
that has tightly fitting lid  
(it would be a good idea to have two 
containers and rotate)

•	 pour	water	over	ashes	and	stir
•	 place	lid	over	and	leave	the	container	

outside your home in a non- 
combustible area for several days

•	 once	you	are	positive	they	are	cold,	
you can use the ashes as a fertilizer. 
They	produce	50–79%	lime	and	
contain phosphorus, potash and trace 
elements. Gardeners can raise their 
soil’s pH by applying the wood ash on 
the soil and digging it in

•	 ashes	can	also	be	used	as	a	repellent	
beside crops to discourage slugs  
and snails

Road Officer Scout Camp (under private management)
•	 Stoney	Creek	Bushland	Reserve	(Council)
•	 Cardinia	Creek	Reserve,	Brennan	Road	(Council)	
•	 Upper	Beaconsfield	Recreation	Reserve	(Council)
•	 Charing	Cross	Park	(Council)
•	 Guys	Hill	Reserve	(Parks	Victoria)
•	 Hamilton	Reserve	(Council)
•	 Keith	Ewenson	Park	(Council)
•	 Salisbury	Gully	Reserve,	McBride	Road	(Council)
•	 Stoney	Creek	Reserve	(Council)

•	 Sutherland	Park	(Council)
•	 Tom	Griffin	Reserve	(Council)
•	 Valley	Drive	Wetland	(Council)

Further information and contact numbers:
To obtain a copy of Vegetation Management for Wildfire Preparation 
on Private Properties guidelines phone Cardinia Shire 1300 787 624. 
If reporting a roadside fire hazard to council, record the registration 
number if you need to follow up your query. 

Department of Sustainability and Environment www.dse.vic.gov.au 
or phone 136 186. VicRoads 131 170.

continued from page 4

Bunyip Fire as seen from Walford Road on 7 February 2009. A fast travelling mass of smoke and embers out of control. The white crest is water vapour 
from the water the fire has boiled out of the vegetation. Photograph: Cameron Rocke
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Quarterly UBA Report
Jennie Vaughan, President UBA

The quiet winter season means that there is 
little to report on the activities of the UBA 
from either the July executive meeting or the 
August general meeting.

The subject of “cool burns” for the area 
is still being discussed with various levels 
of interest from the groups involved. The 
general consensus is that the outcome of the 
Bush Fire Royal Commission will ultimately 
determine the policy to be adopted. 

In his police report, Acting Senior Sergeant, 
Phil Delaney, from the Pakenham Police, 
indicated that there had been minor activity 
in the area. He said the summer fire patrol, 
to keep arsonists at bay, will be carried out 
all through summer and not only on days of 
fire danger.

Councillor Legge said the Strategy Plan 
is now available from the Shire. He also 
commented on the new “Footpath Trading 
Code” which states that a 1.5 metre clearway 
is needed in front of commercial premises. 
This is to make it easier for disabled people to 
move in a shopping precinct.

A resident asked if the introduction of 
natural gas was being considered as a 
possibility along with the sewerage plan for 
Upper Beaconsfield. The general opinion 
from various sources was that it would not 
be viable at this stage. A survey had been 
carried out previously which indicated that 
gas in Upper Beaconsfield was not viable.

A resident wanted to publicise the fact that 
traps were being set along the fence line of 
Cardinia Dam to deter foxes and wild dogs. 

The traps are supposed to be checked twice a 
day, however, her dog went missing and she 
was rung by a Melbourne Water employee to 
report that they had her dog which appeared 
to have been in the rubber-jawed trap for 36 
hours. This obviously meant the traps were 
not being checked to the supposed schedule. 
The dog was seen by a vet and is slowly 
recovering. It is believed that there has been 
a change in trap management to provide 
better supervision.

There was a reminder at the August meeting 
that nominations for the Citizen of the Year 
close on 31 October 2009.

There was no update on the progress of the 
new notice board to be installed outside the 
General Store.

The next meeting for the UBA will be held on  
Wednesday, 7 October at 8 pm  

Community Complex  
* Everyone is welcome *

Citizen of the Year Award for 2009
We would like to remind all UB residents about our Citizen of 
the Year Award for 2009. Entries for this award will close on 31 
October 2009.

Entry forms are available at the Post Office and the General Store.

Upper Beaconsfield has many wonderful people who freely 
volunteer their time, effort and expertise to a range of clubs and 
groups. The award is the community’s opportunity to recognise 
and thank someone special each year.

Please consider nominating someone you know and believe is 
deserving of such recognition.

Upper Beaconsfield Babysitting Club
Sarah Sankey

Do you feel like a night out, a break, or 
have an appointment and would like a local 
mum to look after your children ... for free? 
Then perhaps you need to join the Upper 
Beaconsfield Baby Sitting Club:

• The club consists of a fabulous group 
of local mums.

• It operates on a no pressure points system.

• For more information, contact Sarah Sankey on 5944 3415

Phone 9703 2500

That’s the

difference!

Avoid the WINTER 
installation traffic jam!

NO NEED TO WORRY

can supply your home with a
Reverse Cycle Inverter System Ducted 
to your whole home or wall mounted in 
each room. To keep your home

WINTER WARM!
Cool in Summer

Do away with:
• Messy Fireplaces
• Wood Chopping or Ordering
• Cleaning Fire Places

We have a solution!
Staycool Heating & Air Conditioning

41
69

41
-K

C
16

-9

YOU CAN RELAX with just a push of a button!
Call us now!
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Upper Beac in pictures

Recreation Reserve President Bob Taylor inspects the map showing the 
sewerage lines near the reserve, at the community information session 
conducted by Melbourne Water in June. Connection to the new sewerage 
system is expected to start in early 2010.

Roadside signs are starting to crop up around the 
township again. These large commercial signs should 
not be put up in public areas and obscure other signs. 

Name of Real Estate Agent digitally removed. 

Stoney Creek bridge received some safety improvements 
recently, with the new guard rail and safety fence; 
workers here putting on the finishing touches. Many 
years ago a driver lost control of his car on the bend and 
ran through the old rail and landed right in the creek. 
It was just after closing time ...... it was just as well 
there was more water in the creek back then as he had a 
softer landing.

Most island nations in the world are shrinking from sea level rise; the island in Cardinia Reservoir is growing as the dam level recedes. 
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Community Centre
Come and join in these ongoing classes 
Wendy Hiam, Coordinator

Singing	for	adults	Thursday	evenings	–	our	singing	group	gets	
together in the Hall to make beautiful music as a group. Songs are 
chosen by the group to be sung in parts with the main aim being 
maximum fun and enjoyment. New members always welcome!

Guided	Meditation	–	this	group	
meets in the warmth of the crèche on 
a Thursday evening. Relieve your stress 
levels by learning to completely relax 
under the direction of an experienced 
tutor. Meditation is a skill very relevant 
to today’s busy lifestyle.

Fitness classes, Aerobics/Group 
exercises, Yoga, and Pilates are all 

available throughout the year for 
you to prepare your body for the 
warmer weather.

Accredited Classes
If you are interested in a change 
of career, or have always wanted 
to work with children, contact 
the Centre for details about our Certificate III in Children’s 
Services. This will soon be the minimum industry requirement. A 
new intake is being offered on Monday evening and an ongoing 
class on Tuesday also has some space at present. Day classes currently 
run from 9 am to 3 pm so they fit in with school times. A flexible 
schedule is possible so that you can study the required units for 
a combination of six or twelve months. Wednesdays are full but 
currently we are taking expressions of interest for an evening 
Certificate	class	which	will	run	from	6.30	pm–10.30	pm	on	a	
Monday evening. Please contact the Centre to arrange an interview 
to discuss your needs. 

The rewarding Certificate III in Aged Care course has been 
successfully turning out well equipped graduates, ready to work 
with our mature members of the community for 11 years. Returning 
to study can be a daunting prospect but the supportive environment 
offered helps students to feel empowered and increases their 
confidence. Isabella Hastings is the primary tutor for this class. She 
has a passion for the sector which readily transfers to her students 
and her extensive knowledge of the field helps to equip students for 
their work with older people.

Other classes offered include:
Apply First Aid (HLTFA301B)

Monday	evenings	from	10	August– 
14 September.

Expressions of interest taken for:
Anaphylaxis	–	Epipen	(21659VIC)

Emergency Asthma Management (21886VIC)

Diploma of Children’s Services (CHC50302) (prerequisite Certificate 
III in Children’s Services CHC30402)
Certificate IV in Workplace Training & Assessment (TAA 40104)

From the Committee of Management 
Sally Randall, President

The Committee, together with the Centre’s staff, has continued to 
work to maintain all the services it has provided to the community 
over many years, as well as looking at creating new opportunities and 
pathways wherever possible through both educational and social 
activities. The Committee has also been giving serious consideration 
to the Centre’s ongoing staffing needs, particularly with a view to the 

upcoming changes to the funding arrangements for Neighbourhood 
Houses, which are already creating new financial challenges for the 
whole sector. The Centre’s activities are limited to a large extent by 
the funding it receives from various sources, and that funding does 
change from time to time, requiring adjustments to ensure that the 
Centre can meet its community’s needs.

Over the years, the Community Centre has constantly evolved, 
covering a huge variety of activities and offering a growing range 
of opportunities. The provision of accredited training at the 
Community Centre has been of great value to the community, 

but does place a significant administrative workload on staff, so the 
Committee is very grateful to its staff for their hard work.

The Committee would like to thank staff members who have 
resigned from their roles over the past few months. Liz Grigg, 
Glenda Waller and Sally Rigby all made positive contributions 
to the Centre’s work. Liz Grigg had also been on the Committee 
for many years, including four years as President, and made an 
important contribution to the Centre’s registration as a Registered 
Training Organisation and to the development of the Centre’s 
accredited classes. Liz was also instrumental in the establishment of 
the Centre’s computer facility and computer classes and, earlier this 
year, she and Glenda were successful in obtaining funding for the 
replacement of the computers in the computer room. This means 
that the computer room continues to offer up to date equipment, 
for use by the community as well as for a range of computer classes. 
Many thanks are extended to Liz, Glenda and Sally.

The Committee believes that the community has benefited 
enormously from the efforts of the volunteers and staff of the 
Community Centre for twenty six years, through many changes and 
challenges. We encourage all members of the community to support 
the Community Centre wherever possible to ensure its ongoing 
viability and strength.
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Exhibition by Peter Petruccell i
Since the 1970’s Peter 
and Mary Petruccelli 
have had a ceramic 
workshop and now, a 
painting studio, at their 
residence in Stoney 
Creek Road in Upper 
Beaconsfield. 

Over the past decade 
Peter has focused on his 
painting but also shares 
his knowledge with 
students who attend 
classes at his studio.

Peter has had several solo 
exhibitions and group 
shows in his expansive 
career as both a ceramic artist and painter; the most recent was a 
survey exhibition held at Steps Gallery, Carlton in 2007. 

The show was so successfully received that Peter is now preparing 
the final paintings for his September 2009 exhibition. This 
forthcoming show will also be held at Steps Gallery.

Much of Peter’s work is a symbolic interpretation of environmental 
conditions painted in a realistic manner.

Peter says “a good painting is when viewers extract different 
messages from the same painting.”

Peter and Mary will be pleased to see local friends and residents visit 
them at the gallery during the exhibition.

Peter Petruccelli paintings at Steps Gallery 62 Lygon St Carlton:  
24	September–10	October	2009 
Mon–Fri	11	am–5.30	pm	Sat	&	Sun	12	noon–5	pm

Note from Editor: Peter designed and illustrated the masthead for 
the first edition of the Village Bell in 1978, which was reproduced 
in the 30 year-anniversary edition last year.

Another Upper Beaconsfield History
Charles Wilson

Thanks to the work of the late John Milligan there are published 
histories of The Hall, The Primary School, St. John’s Church, and 
the Ash Wednesday fires in 1983. 

The history of the Cricket Club has been written by Rob Hansen, 
the Fire Brigade history by George Silberbauer, and the history of 
the Community Centre following Ash Wednesday was co-edited by 
Alison Ryan and Ruth Hainsworth.

More recently, Upper Beaconsfield buildings and scenes were 
reproduced in the exciting panels of “Cardinia Embroidery”. An 
associated book with the same name, edited by Eleanor Taylor, 

provides a short history of each scene. 

During its 30 years of publication the Village Bell has printed many 
historical articles written by various authors. 

A new venture 
The UBA is now supporting a proposal to compile and publish a 
more general history of the village from earliest days to the present.

Information relating to significant events and early photographs of 
village features or residents are being sought.

Photographs and written material can be scanned and returned to the 
owner in a few minutes. They do not need to pass out of your care.

If you can help, contact Charles on 5944 3008. 

Fundraising Ball  
for  the Motor Neurone Association

Former Upper Beac resident Dawn Nance is hosting a 
fundraising ball for the Motor Neurone Association at the 
Atlantic at Docklands on Saturday 18 September. It will 
be a black tie event with great entertainment provided and 
featuring The Royal Australian Navy Band. Readers of the Bell 
might remember that Dawn’s husband Trevor passed away last 
year after a long fight against this insidious disease. For more 
information and bookings see the website www.ballsatnight.
com.au . If you cannot attend and would like to send a 
donation, you can do so by clicking on the “donations” link to 
select your donation amount. Dawn is organising this function 
in honour of Trevor.

Come & enjoy our community

Bushdance  

with Blackberry Jam 

Bushband
Saturday	24	October	2009						7–10	pm

Igloo, Recreation Reserve Upper Beaconsfield

Sausage and hamburger sizzle 

soft drinks for sale from 6.30 pm

BYO drinks or tea and coffee available

Tickets from post office or Ali 5944 3849

Family $30, adult $10, child $5.

Everyone welcome

Proceeds to Upper Beaconsfield Scout Group

About town

The Red Chair Oil on Canvas 
150 x 121cm
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Shire Information
An early reminder
Cardinia Shire council is reminding 
residents of the importance of keeping the 
area around their properties and residences 
free of fine fuels (long grass, fallen leaves, 
and dead branches etc).

February’s devastating bushfires are 
testament	to	the	critical	need	to	take	steps	–	
well	before	fire	season	–	to	lessen	the	risk	of	
bushfire impacting on lives and homes.

Minimising fine fuels reduces the heat of 

a fire and its ability to spread across the 
ground and up into the tree tops. Reducing 
fine fuels can also create a space in which to 
defend your home from ember attacks.

Ranges Ward Cr Ed Chatwin said as well 
as cleaning up around the home, it was 
important to develop a personal survival 
plan which should include whether residents 
intend to stay with the property and actively 
defend it when a bushfire is threatening, or 
leave the area.

“If the choice is to leave early, people’s 
personal survival plans should include what 
will trigger a decision to leave, for example, 
Total Fire Ban days, where they will go after 
they have left their property and how they 
will get there.”

“Whether you choose to stay or leave, you 
should clean up your property as this may 
assist your neighbours if they are defending 
their houses,” Cr Chatwin said.

Council has developed the Vegetation 

Management for Wildfire Preparation 
on Private Properties guidelines to help 
property owners manage vegetation fuel 
loads. The guidelines are available at 
Council’s office in Henty Way, Pakenham.

Ranges Ward Cr Graeme Legge said fire 
safety is everybody’s ongoing responsibility. 
“Neighbours should work together and 
not leave it to the last minute to make their 
properties safe,” Cr Legge said.

Bushfires can be survivable if the proper 
preparation is completed 
before Summer.

Call for Cardinia Shire 
volunteers
Want to volunteer in Cardinia 
Shire? Cardinia Shire’s 
volunteer database is currently 
advertising over 70 positions 
for people to get involved in 
their community.

The volunteer database is 
a free service available to 
not-for-profit community 
organisations that operate 
in or service Cardinia Shire 
residents.

These organisations post opportunities on 
the database for the general public to search 
and apply to become a volunteer.

Council’s Community Building Facilitator, 
Bianca Baddock, said there are many diverse 
volunteer roles that are in need of filling.

“Volunteering in Cardinia Shire not only 
connects our community, but also ensures 
not-for-profit organisations continue their 
services,” Ms Baddock said. 

Only not-for-profit volunteer positions 
are advertised on the database and a range 
of roles are available to assist our local 
community and make a difference.

As well as the volunteer database, subsidised 
training courses for volunteers delivered 
by local neighbourhood houses and 
community centres are also available. The 
Term 3 training calendar is now available on 
Council’s website.

The courses offered at a subsidised rate are:
•	 Working	with	special	needs
•	 Food	handling

•	 Basic	bookkeeping
•	 First	aid
•	 Introduction	to	computers

To search for volunteer positions in the 
database, or to find out more about the 
subsidised training courses, go to www.
cardinia.vic.gov.au/volunteer and follow the 
links.

Young people urged to have 
their say
Council is conducting a survey to get the 
opinions of young people, who live, work 
and recreate in the Cardinia Shire.

The survey is open until Friday 4 September 
and is accessible both online and in hard 
copy and forms part of Cardinia Shire 
Council’s annual Youth Forum.

Council’s Youth Services team are keen to 
hear from young people aged 10 to 25 years 
from across the Shire.

Youth Development Officer, Kerrie 
Loveless, said Council wants to hear first 
hand the issues which are facing young 
people in the Cardinia Shire and what they 
feel can be done to solve them.

“We want to learn more about what young 
people do on weekends and evenings, 
and how they get there, as well as their 
aspirations for the future,” she said. The 
survey results will be used to help represent 
local young people’s views to Council, other 
youth agencies and levels of government. 
“We would like to have at least 2 000 young 
people complete the survey,” Kerrie said.

The quick, two page survey is being 
distributed through schools, on MYBus, 
Council’s new mobile youth facility, and 
sent to places where young people hang out 
or visit to fill in.

Survey participants go into the draw for 
their chance to win an iPod or one of five 
iTunes vouchers.

To participate in the survey, simply log on to 
the Council website www.cardinia.vic.gov.
au and go to the young people section, email 
youth @ cardinia.vic.gov.au 

For further information contact Council on 
1300 787 624 or email  
mail @ cardinia.vic.gov.au

The time to start your burning off effort is now!
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 Gembrook Electorate
Tammy Lobato MP – 
Member for Gembrook

I was thrilled to attend 
the official opening of 
Stage 2 of Beaconsfield 
Upper Primary School in 
late July along with the 
Minister for Education, 
The Hon. Bronwyn Pike 
MP and many members 
of the school community, 
both past and present. 
I was tremendously 
impressed not only with 
the fantastic new facilities 
but also with the level 
of enthusiasm from the 
students and teachers.

The $1.4 million Stage 2 of 
the school’s redevelopment 
has delivered new classrooms and toilets 
and is already making a dramatic difference 
to the learning experience for many local 
children. The Minister and I were delighted 
to join in some of the activities and to then 
participate in the official ceremony. The 
packed	school	hall	–	soon	to	be	replaced	with	
a combined community/school gymnasium 
–	demonstrated	the	level	of	community	
support for the project. Small townships like 
Upper Beaconsfield deserve and need quality 
education and I am pleased that in the last 
few years we can all feel proud of our virtually 
brand new school.

Train travellers will be pleased to know 
that an additional 300 car parking spaces 
are now under construction at Berwick 
train station and will completed by around 
November 2009. This 60% increase in the 
number of car spaces will really ease the 
pressure on parking spaces. For cyclists, 
a cage to store bicycles is also part of the 
project. A new train station at Cardinia 
Road (Lakeside) is on the way to becoming 
a reality with the signing of a contract with 
‘2 Construct’.

With the next fire season fast approaching, 
I know many local residents are concerned 
about the safety of the town and district. 

This was raised with me by a 
number of Upper Beaconsfield 
residents who attended my 
Beaconsfield mobile office on 
6 August. Although the State 
Government is investing funds 
to ensure that CFA brigades 
and other emergency services 
are well resourced and have 
the equipment they need to 
face what is sure to be a very 
challenging and hot summer, we 
all have a part to play. While we 
wait for recommendations to 
be made arising form the Royal 
Commission, in the meantime, 
it is vital that all residents 
plan for the summer and start 

cleaning up their properties as 
well as prepare detailed fire plans. 

Please contact me if you need help in how 
to get started.

The issue of bushfires has also raised much 
debate about vegetation management 
and striking a balance between clearing 
vegetation that poses a fire hazard and 
protecting native areas that provide 
important habitat for native animals. This is 
one of the issues addressed in my submission 
to the Royal Commission, which is available 
from my website 
www.tammylobato.com.au  
Alternatively, please contact my office on 
9796 1987 and one can be posted out to you.

Tammy Lobato MP and Education Minister Bronwyn Pike with students from 
Beaconsfield Upper Primary School.

Ranges Ward
Cr Graeme Legge 

Have you seen it yet? The ‘Upper Beaconsfield’s Town Strategy’! It’s 
quite a handsome document providing a clear direction and purpose 
for Upper Beaconsfield for the next several years. It’s a document 
that will be of useful benefit when assessing planning applications 
and the like. 

I commend the eighteen local submission writers whose 
thoughtful contributions were duly considered and which have 
largely been recognised. 

There’s been a considerable reduction in the application of graffiti 
and much credit has been given to the option of ‘offenders’ being 

required to attend, with their parents, a ‘workshop’ where the 
possible lifelong consequences (a criminal record, say) are clearly 
presented. The success rate quoted is that 95% of participants have 
not re-offended. 

The new Footpath Trading Code is a consequence of 
Commonwealth legislation in regard to access and safety. To this 
end, a clear pathway in front of shops provides such access. Already 
there have been expressions of appreciation by users who otherwise 
had difficulties. On the other hand, there has been some disruption 
to many existing practices regarding displays and advertising 
throughout the Municipality.
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Flora and Fauna
Wildlife Watch
Laura Levens

Further to the mice invasion mentioned in the last issue: it took five 
nights to catch one mouse, then two nights each for the next half 
a dozen. Chief mouse hunter changed the bait to buttered banana 
skin wrapped in Kleenex and caught one more. The next night the 
same bait was used. In the morning I had to search for the trap that 
was eventually 
found jammed 
under the 
pantry door. 
In it was the 
head of a 
mouse held 
by a strip of 
skin! Every 
other skerrick, 
except 
intestines, had been eaten including bones.

I realised the scats were too large for antechinus so we opted for it 
to be a bush rat. We purchased an Elliott trap and duly caught an 
animal without harming it. We tipped it into a container with a 
glass lid and smooth sides whereon the animal leapt several times 
banging its nose on the lid. Then it grasped the apparently smooth 
side of the container and hung there peering out with white paws 
and scaly tail clearly visible. It was definitely an indigenous bush 
rat—Rattus	fuscipes—that	we	released	into	its	natural	habitat	well	
away from the house.

Wildflowers are doing odd things. Patches of nodding greenhood 
orchids were flowering at the bottom of the hill in the first week of 

July but those that 
usually flower at 
the same time in 
a very large site at 
the top were not 
even up. Corybas 
aconitiflorus, 
the small helmet 
orchids, again at 
the lower area, 
flowered on time. 
Indigofera and hardenbergia opened when expected but white 
flowers of scented sundew were a month late. Our rainfall for the 
year is only 312 mm, one third of the average in 1943.

Cardinia Catchment Landcare News 
Neil McDonald

The Group held its AGM on 4 August and at 
the conclusion of procedural matters, members 
enjoyed a most interesting presentation by 
guest speaker: Dr. Birgita Hansen from the 
Arthur Rylah Institute.

Dr. Hansen is the Project Officer of the 
Westernport Welcomes Waterbirds and had 

just returned from China only a few hours earlier after helping run a 
shorebird monitoring workshop.

Her study of migrating waterbirds around Westernport Bay was 
particularly interesting and brought home to us all what amazing 
creatures these birds are, given the incredible distance they travel 
between breeding and feeding grounds. The loss of seagrass in 
Westernport has been detrimental to the food sources of many of 
these species, but recent efforts to address this, gives hope for the 
future. Dr. Hansen is a former resident of Upper Beaconsfield and 
was educated in the area.

A presentation was made to Margaret Cromb who is leaving the area 
and taking up residence in Central Victoria.

Margaret was responsible for starting the Landcare Group back 
in 2002 and has managed our very successful Indigenous Nursery 
in Halford Road, Upper Beaconsfield. Margaret has made a very 
significant contribution to the environment in various roles over 
many years and will be sadly missed by all who have had the 
privilege of working with her.

We are very fortunate in obtaining the services of Anita Meister 
who lives locally and is taking over as manager of our nursery. 
Anita is very enthusiastic about plants and the environment and is 
currently completing a Horticultural Degree at Burnley.

Anita is looking forward to meeting and assisting anyone who is 
requiring plants or advice from the nursery.

The Federal Government has just announced new Greencorp 
initiatives and we have already been asked to sponsor a project 
starting late August this year.
Further information may be obtained at our website:  
www.cclg.net.au or phone 5944 3782

Drosera whitakeri – Scented Sundew flower (top) and leaves (bottom)

Rattus fuscipes – Bushrat
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Primary School news
Gymnasium update
Nick Karanzoulis

Just as we celebrate the completion of our 
last new building, work is underway on 
another significant project at BUPS, that of 
a full size gymnasium, with a stage, dressing 
rooms, canteen, a function room and ample 
storage rooms. This will be a superb facility 
for, not only our school, but our entire 
school community.

The soil tests have been completed, a site 
fence erected and the site has been cleared 
and prepared for construction to get 
underway shortly. The gym will be erected 
where the tennis court is currently situated.

Eventually, a new bike shed will be built 
on the east side of the gymnasium and 
another new shed on the north wall of the 
gymnasium will house the Human Powered 
Vehicles and the BBQ trailer. The $2 million 
projected is funded by the Commonwealth 
Government’s Economic Stimulus Package.

BUPS Football League
A football competition based on 
a similar structure of the AFL was 
launched in early August with the four 
sponsors in attendance to present the 
brand new jumpers to the players of 
the six teams. We are grateful for the 
generosity and efforts of Battery Zone, 
the Parents and Friends Association 
grade 5/6P and Nick Pastras. The 
sponsors provided the funds to 
purchase the colourful jumpers which 
were designed by the students. The games 
are being played at lunchtimes on the 
recreation reserve. Teams not playing on the 
day run footy clinics for the P-2 students. 
Students	from	grades	3–6	were	“drafted”	
into the six teams, aiming for an even 
competition. Our grade 5/6 students act as 
our umpires and officials.

The program has a strong literacy 
component, with students writing letters 
to various local organisations seeking 
sponsorship, presenting sports reports as well 
as a numeracy focus through activities such 
as the collection and analysis of statistics, 
then developing action plans for future 
implementation that, hopefully, will lead to 
team improvement.

2010 Preps
We are currently in the middle of our 2010 
Prep Transition Program. Kinder children 
have had a lot of fun participating in a 
number of PMP sessions and classroom 
activities. Their confidence continues to 
grow with each session and the presence 
of a permanent smile is a special feature as 
we build on all the skills the children have 
learnt at home and the kindergarten. The 
program will continue into Term 4 when 
the children who are likely to graduate from 
Year 12 in 2022 will spend more time at 
BUPS participating in specialists lessons 
which will include physical education, 
music, art and technology.

We still have a few vacancies for 2010 so I 
would encourage parents with children who 
are eligible to start school in 2010 (those 
turning 5 years of age by 30 April 2010), to 
obtain an enrolment form from the front 
office as soon as possible.

Official Opening: The Upper 
Beaconsfield Primary School 
Early Years Learning Centre
Jennie Vaughan, President,  
Upper Beaconsfield Association

The Stage 2 development 
of the Upper Beaconsfield 
Primary School Early Years 
Learning Centre was opened 
on 24 July by Bronwyn Pike, 
the Minister for Education. A 
plaque to commemorate the 
event was unveiled by Tammy 
Lobato, the Member for 
Gembrook. Stage 1 had been 
opened in May 2007 by Jason 

Wood, the federal Member for La Trobe.

The Principal, Nick Karanzoulis, welcomed 
the official guests, Minister Bronwyn 
Pike, local member Tammy Lobato, 
representatives from the Department of 
Education, previous Principal Gordon 
Atkin, School Council President Gavin 
McGill and other distinguished guests.

All students were seated on the floor of the 
Multipurpose Room; parents and visitors were 
seated around the perimeter of the room.

Minister Pike spoke and thanked the 
Bunnerong people who were the traditional 
owners of the land on which the school was 
first established 125 years ago. She drew 
comparisons between Harry Potter’s school, 
Hogwarts, and the Upper Beaconsfield 
Primary School and talked about the 
different types of magic in both schools.

After the ‘official’ opening the School 
Captain Brendan Cooper gave a thank you 
speech and presented the Minister with a 
gift to commemorate the occasion. A gift 
was also presented to Tammy Lobato who 
then unveiled the commemorative plaque 
to loud applause.

The School Council President spoke 
briefly, acknowledging the financial 
support from the Victorian Government 
and expressed gratitude for the 
negotiations for the new gymnasium.

After a most impressive choir performance 
of the song “True Colours” under the 
guidance of Ms Bradbury, Breanna Astle 
from Grade 2 thanked the Members of 
Parliament for providing the money for the 
new building and expressed appreciation for 
the wonderful new facility.
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Upper Beac Riding Club
Caroline Taylor

Upper Beaconsfield Riding Club has had a 
busy twelve months and undertook some 
new events in its calendar of activities after 
some enforced downtime during late 2007 
due to the Equine Flu outbreak. 

UBRC ran a very popular Navigation 
Ride in October. Run from the Victorian 
Equestrian Centre, it attracted almost 100 
riders, keen to ride through the beautiful 
trails of Upper Beaconsfield. Riders had 
the choice of riding 15 kilometres or 25 
kilometres, and were given a list of tricky 
questions to answer, to make sure they were 
paying attention to their surroundings. 
Questions such as ‘What eats roots and 
leaves?’ (Answer: Wombat at Wombat 
Ridge) or ‘Smooth as a baby’s what?’ 
(Answer: Concrete cherub) kept everyone 
entertained as they wound their way along 
scenic Berglund, Yackatoon and Huxtable 
Roads and through the fire trails and Seven 
Oaks paddocks. Despite some wrong turns 
and hilarious responses to the questions,  
all the riders were very enthusiastic about  
the scenery.

In a change of pace from trail riding 
to dressage, the club then extended its 

annual dressage 
competition to a 
two-day jackpot 
competition at 
the start of May. 
The club has 
been running 
this competition 
for more than 
twenty years and 
the change to a 
whole weekend 
event proved very 
popular, with 
entries filling up 
very quickly. Held 
at Akoonah Park 
in Berwick, the 
weekend dawned 
cold and sunny, confirming the club’s 
decision to move the date from the start of 
April to the start of May. For many years the 
April date had coincided with ‘breaking of 
the drought’ rainfall, but May has been kind 
to the club for the past two seasons. 

The club awards one of its major prizes at 
its annual dressage competition. The Beryl 
Hails Trophy is named in honour of the 
late local equestrian identity and founding 

member of UBRC. Her husband, daughter 
and granddaughter were on hand on the 
Sunday to present the award, which goes 
to the best-performed UBRC member 
throughout the dressage competition. 
This year, the proud recipient was Wendy 
Doyle, who took out the Level 5 Jackpot 
on her horse, Blue Renee. Jasper Hails, 
when handing over the perpetual trophy 
commented that ‘Beryl was passionate about 
the welfare of horses … in fact sometimes 

I think she preferred horses to people! 
But she wanted to promote horse care 
when founding the club and it is great 
to see this tradition continue at Upper 
Beaconsfield.’

UBRC is also running a trivia night 
in late August, which is already fully 
booked and promises to be a good night 
out at the Pine Grove Hotel. Hosted by 
Paul ‘Digger’ Randle, who has appeared 
on TV shows 1 vs 100, Deal or No 
Deal, and Millionaire Hot Seat, the 
club is hoping the night will add to its 
fundraising roster. The club’s focus this 
year for its funds has been maintenance 
and arena improvements for the grounds 
it shares with Upper Beaconsfield Pony 
Club. Members also donated tack and 
gear to those affected by the Black 
Saturday bushfires and chaff to the Pony 
Club chaff drive, which went to affected 
livestock in the Gippsland area. Riders take in the scenery during UBRC’s Navigation Ride.

Jasper Hails, daughter Philippa Meyer and grand-daughter Christine Meyer 
prepare to present the Beryl Hails Trophy at Upper Beaconsfield Riding Club’s 
annual dressage competition. 

Upper Beaconsfield Riding Club gallops through trail riding and dressage
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Upper Beac Pony Club
Marg Jones (5944 3421)

Where	have	the	months	gone	–	here	we	are	in	August	already.	What	
a remarkable eight months the Pony Club has had.

The year has seen our rallies, which are held on the 3rd Sunday of 
every month, attended by extremely knowledgeable instructors 
ready to pass on their expertise to our riders. We have a group of 
regular dedicated instructors, some, we are proud to say, include 
very knowledgeable parents from our own pony club, who take 
our four lessons we have in a rally. We also have guest instructors 
attending most rallies as well. Our recent July rally saw two of our 
Mums, both professional equine vets, give very informative lectures. 
With all this assistance, our riders are really gaining the benefits 
with their riding and horsemanship knowledge.

In June we were privileged to have Ms Rebecca Woff (an ex Upper 
Beaconsfield Pony Club 
member) come to our 
club with her Grand 
Prix Dressage Horse, 
APH Showman, and 
put on an amazing 
demonstration for our 
riders and parents. 
Rebecca, who is from 
our local community, 
was kind enough 
to show us how she 
warms up her horse 
and the process that 
is gone through prior 
to competing at the 
highest level of this 
sport. When our riders 
watched Rebecca, it 
encouraged them to see 
that dreams do come 
true with determination, 
positive self-belief and 
hard work! Rebecca is 
a fantastic example of 
a local girl who started 

attending our pony club at the tender age of 5 to 
now, in her mid twenties, being in an elite group 
of	her	sport	–	dressage.	It	was	truly	inspirational	
and at the end of her demonstration, which was 
done to music, there seemed not to be a dry eye 
in the house! Many thanks to Yvonne (Rebecca’s 
Mum), who did a most professional commentary 
and gave us a wonderful insight into the world 
of dressage at this elite level. Thank you Rebecca, 
Yvonne and APH Showman for taking the time 
out	of	your	busy	routines	to	come	to	our	club	–	it	
was greatly appreciated by all of us.

The club held a very productive working bee during June, which saw 
many jobs completed and a big tidy up held. Again, many thanks to 
the all those amazing Mums, Dads and riders who took time from 

their hectic 
lives to come 
and help … 
many hands 
do make 
light work! 
We are 
proud of the 
incredible 
club spirit 
that we 
have here 
at Upper 
Beaconsfield 
Pony Club.

The Club, in June, held a Combined Training Day Competition 
that was a huge success. Well done to all Upper Beaconsfield Pony 
Club members who represented their club so well. Thanks again to 
the band of volunteers who made this possible.

Some of our riders have also been out and about competing at various 
competitions and while we are proud of all of them, we would like 
to make mention of a couple that have achieved some very high 
awards. Firstly, to Clarissa Bentley-Bell and Emma Jones who won 
the West Gippsland Zone Dressage Series. Clarissa won the Grade 3 
section	and	Emma	won	the	Grade	5.	Well	done	to	both	riders	–	we	
are very proud of your achievements. Also to Alice Kludass who 
competed at the Equestrian Victoria Interschool State Championship 
in July where overall, out of all the riders, she came 3rd. This 
placing has now qualified Alice and her horse Harley to complete 
in the 2009 Horseland Equestrian Australian National Interschool 
Championships. This is a national event and is being held at Werribee 
Park from 28 September until 1 October 2009. We wish both Alice 
and Harley all the best, we know they will do us proud!

The club is gearing up for a very busy couple of months prior to 
Christmas. We wish all the riders doing their C Certificates in 
August the best of luck. We know how hard you have studied and 
trained under the very watchful eye of Philippa Meyer who has 

been	coaching	them	–	many	thanks	Philippa	
for giving up your time on Monday nights to 
assist	them	–	it	has	been	greatly	appreciated	
by the club.

If you own a horse and want to learn more 
about our wonderful youth organisation, you 
can either check out our web site at www.
upperbeaconsfield.ponyclubvic.org.au or ring 
me to have a chat about the amazing positive 
benefits that joining a pony club can bring.

Happy riding ….

Cal, Emma and Christine equal second 
Grade 5 at the recent combined training day 
held at the Pony Club grounds.

Rebecca Woff, FEI rider and former Upper 
Beaconsfield Pony Club member, riding 
APH Showman at our recent dressage 
demonstration day.

Clarissa Bentley-Bell riding Monty
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Upper Beac Tennis Club
It’s here again – finals time!
Cam McCormick

At this time of year UBTC members 
playing weekend competition start to get 
a little toey, hoping that their tennis finals 
don’t clash with their AFL final of choice. 
Just to crank it up another notch, those of 
us on committee must put on our campaign 
hats and start kissing babies in an attempt to 
survive another round of nominations and 
voting at the Annual General Meeting (11 
August). Aside from finals and hopefully 
some grand finals, there is not all that much 
new “news” to cover, so in the mean time 
here is some old news (“olds”?) that keeps 
getting better with age ...

Inter-club competition
This winter the club fielded 7 Senior teams 
in Waverley District and Pennant, 5 teams 
in Midweek Ladies and 10 Junior teams in 
the Berwick District competition. Teams 
for the summer competition are now 
being selected. To register your interest 
in becoming an emergency/fill-in player 
during summer, contact:

•	 Ian	Jackson	(0403	208	047	or	
ian @ jacksonorg.com) or Peter 
Durkin (9215 3129, 59443765 or 
peter.durkin @ ato.gov.au) for Seniors

•	 Jenny	McCormick	(5944	3617	or	
emcubed @ nex.net.au) for Midweek 
Ladies

•	 Nikki	Le	Brocq	(5944	3343	or	nicole.
lebrocq @ bigpond.com.au) for 
Juniors

Well done to Midweek Ladies Wednesday 
Section 3 ( Jacqui Scanlon, Vicky Trait, 
Tammy Fitzsimmons, Helen McRae) and 
Friday Section 4 singles (Leonie Collins 
and Carol Rose) who won their grand 
finals, and commiserations to Section 5 
( Judi Fenby, Shirley Ferguson, Julie Kent, 
Robyn Keough, Robyn Archbold) who lost 
their grand final by two games. Midweek 
Ladies Spring season started on 22 July. 
Welcome to new members Michelle Gross 
and Judy McPherson.

Night tennis
Night tennis continues to evolve as a 
popular alternative to weekend competition 

with the recently established Tuesday night 
competition adding to the current Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday night formats. 
Please contact one of the following if 
interested in night tennis:

Monday (Beginner/Intermediate) 
Sharon Brockman 5944 3829

Tuesday (Intermediate/Advanced) 
Leanne Ricketts 5944 3910

Wednesday (Advanced) 
Nick Gamble 0438 443 756

Thursday (Beginner/Intermediate) 
David Harvey 5944 3385

Night tennis players are still required to 
be members, so to join-up contact our 
Treasurer Callen O’Brien (5944 3430) for  
a membership application form.

Club championships
It is time to mark your calendars for club 
championships, which are scheduled for:

•	 8	November	–	Senior	singles 
(mens & ladies)

•	 15	November	–	Senior	doubles 
(mens & ladies)

•	 29	November	–	Junior	singles 
(boys & girls)

Fence-sitting spectators, cheer-squads (and 
family members) and hecklers (probably 
also family members) are all welcome to 
view the high quality round-robin format.

Our new bore

Our bore is now fully operational in both 
manual and automatic operation with the 
capacity to store 22 500 and 18 000 litres 

in above ground tanks. This system will 
ensure that during summer we will have no 
problems keeping water up to the courts 
to ensure optimum playability with less 
maintenance. 

Ossie’s tennis coaching (OTC)
OTC offers the following coaching program 
structures:

A: Tiny Tacker Motor Skills 
(3 to 6 years) 30 minute lesson,  
3:1 pupil:coach ratio, $70/term

B: Fundamental Tennis 
(5 to 12 years) for beginner-intermediate 
players working towards competition 
standard, 45 minute lesson,  
4:1 pupil:coach ratio, $135/term

C: Technical & Tactical Tennis 
(7 to 17 years) 45 minute lesson,  
4:1 pupil:coach ratio, $135/term

D: Privates & Semi-privates 
Program is designed to cater for individual 
needs 15 minutes for $15 (under 12s only), 
or for over 12s, 30 minutes for $30, 45 
minutes for $45 or 60 minutes for $60. 

E: Squad 60 minute sessions, $200 for 16 
sessions over two terms. Emphasis on tennis 
training and competition

F: Ladies daytime coaching 
Daytime lessons are held for ladies of all 
standards. You can form your own group or 
enrol in private lessons on a day and time 
that suits you while the kids are at school

Check out the new OTC website  
www.oztenniscoach.webs.com 
or contact Paul or Rob as below:

Paul Osborne  5629 2121 or 0413 594 633 
ossie30 @ bigpond.net.au 

Rob Scott 0448 065 158 
ossiestenniscoaching_rob @ hotmail.com

Communication
The club is currently putting together a new, 
more user-friendly and informative website 
which will include links to all competitions/
associations and relevant tennis-related sites 
as well as current newsletters. Can’t promise 
a date when this will be done, but rest 
assured, it will be well spruiked once ready!

Hope to see you at the courts.
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  Red Cross
Barbara Jackson, Berwick/Upper Beaconsfield Red Cross Unit

Thank you to all residents who save their stamps for Red Cross. 
Eunice Welch in the philatelic section of Red Cross is delighted to 
report that $11 280 was raised over the past financial year by this 
small gesture. The Berwick/Upper Beaconsfield Red Cross Unit is 
among the top units for their collection of used postage stamps.

To save stamps for Red Cross, just leave a generous amount of 
envelope around the stamp, please do not soak off or tear too closely. 
If the stamps are torn, bent or heavily franked they are unsuitable. 
The stamps can be left at the Berwick Mechanics Institute Library or 
contact Barbara Jackson 5944 3554.

Red Cross Christmas cards, calendars and diaries will once again be 
on sale in the library from mid-September. Barbara has catalogues of 
the full range of Red Cross Christmas merchandise and can arrange 
purchase and delivery.

Congratulations to the committee and volunteers of the Berwick 
Community Op Shop in Clyde Road for the wonderful work they 
do raising funds assisting the community in so many ways. The 
Berwick/Upper Beaconsfield Red Cross Unit is most appreciative of 
the substantial donation received by the Unit to further the work of 
Red Cross. 

St John’s
Rev Ronald Peterson 

What words or images come to your 
mind when you think of Spring? After 
the	bleakness	of	winter	–	bare	trees,	
vacant flower beds, pruned and joyless 
rose bushes, cold mornings and sunless 
skies, Spring brings the promise of 
change. With the warming rays of Spring comes an improved sense of 
well being, of reinvigorated life, of inner hope and optimism. With 
branches studded with buds, daffodils poking their heads through the 
cold soil, dormant garden beds stirring to life and more sunlit days 
comes a change in how we feel.

The Bible tells us that what Jesus Christ did through his sacrifice of 
himself, is a seed that, when taken into a person’s life, will grow to 
give hope and new life and certainty that isn’t merely seasonal but 
will carry a person through this life and into the next.

St John’s Op Shop, now in its new location in the Lower Hall, is 
open on Mondays and Thursdays from 9 am to 12 noon. St John’s 
Playgroup is also located in new premises in the Lower Hall, with 
the entrance being via the lower car park off the Beaconsfield-
Emerald	Road.	Playgroup	meets	on	Wednesdays	9.30–11.30	am.	

Services at St John’s are held at 9.30 am each Sunday.  
Come and celebrate Father’s Day 2009 at St John’s at 9.30 am on 
Sunday 6 September 2009.

Cricket
Julian Bayard

After a long and cold winter, pre-season training has resumed for 
the	Upper	Beaconsfield	Cricket	Club	–	all	players	are	encouraged	to	
attend these extremely valuable sessions.

With the start of the season only weeks away, now is the perfect time 
to dust off the bat and pads and come down for a hit. 

Sunday fitness and skills sessions have already commenced at 
coach, Chris Pentland’s house on Sunday mornings at 10.30 am, 
while Thursday night indoor training will begin on the 20 August 
at 8 pm.

These indoor 
sessions will 
be held at 
Cannon 
Sports (Narre 
Warren Indoor 
Centre) over 
four weeks 
concluding on 
10 September, 
before a 
practice 
match against 
A-Grade 
premiers, 
Cardinia, on 
12 September. 

The club is 
pleased to announce that it has re-appointed its senior captains 
from last season, with premiership-winning skipper, Scott Pitcher, 
set to again lead the First XI, while Glenn Kilburn and Andrew 
Haythorpe will captain the respective Second and Third XI sides. 

Off the field, the club is looking stronger than ever, with a new 
committee this year set to see the club become one of the biggest in 
the competition. 

With the Upper Beaconsfield Cricket Club celebrating its 25th year 
in the competition, the club is looking forward to holding a special 
Silver Jubilee celebration during the season. 

More details of this special event will be available in the next edition 
of The Village Bell. 

On the junior front, the Maroons will, for the first time, field a side 
in every junior division this season, with under 11, 13, 15 and 17 
sides all set to take the field. 

As always, any local cricketers of any age are always welcome to 
join the mighty Maroons, and with the club expanding on and 
off the field, there has never been a better time to get involved in 
local cricket. 

For more information about registration, sponsorship, or if you 
would like to coach a junior side, please contact President, Tony 
Joyce, on 0410 556 232.
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Beaconhills Golf Club

Trip to Horsham
Mary Griffin

Members from Beaconhills Golf Club enjoy 
a number of golf trips around the state each 
year. For many years now, a group of players 
from the club have travelled to Horsham, a 
‘reciprocal’ or sister golf club. A couple of 
dozen people look forward to the trip each 
year to catch up with friends amongst the 
Horsham members.

On Black Saturday, Horsham clubhouse, 
pro shop, and equipment along with 
trees and shrubs on the course were 
destroyed. However, with the help of local 
tradespeople and the Horsham community, 
the club was up and running in temporary 

facilities as soon as possible. Members at 
Horsham assured trip organisers, Brad and 
Barbara Mars, that the trip was not only 
possible but would be appreciated. 

Consequently, the largest contingent in 
the trip’s twelve year history journeyed to 
Horsham Golf Club in July, many regular 
and some new faces among the 34 players. 
The caterers did a great job providing a 
meal on Saturday night. Although the 
devastation was evident on the course, the 
greens and tees were in very good condition 
and on Sunday Horsham GC completed its 
Club championships.

Congratulations to Jann Wilson from 
BHCGC who also won the Horsham 

ladies’ competition on Saturday, with Ron 
Livermore the best of the Beaconhills 
men. Kerri Greig and Neil Baron won the 
Beaconhills 4BBB competition on Sunday.

We look forward to supporting Horsham 
with another trip next year.

New manager
Danie McNeil has left the club with 
many good wishes from the members 
after five year’s hard work. Shaun Daniel 
is the new manager. If anyone from the 
local community has any questions about 
anything relating to the golf club,

Shaun is more than happy to field them on 
5945 9210. 

Beaconhills Golf Club members who went on the trip to Horsham Golf Club
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Great party toys!!
Marie Rogers

Toy Library has some really great party 
toys to make your child’s next party a huge 
success. We have a jumping castle, roller 
coaster, team walkers, basketball rings, egg 
& spoon set and game, costumes, indoor & 
outdoor sport games, ride-on vehicles, hand 
puppets, musical instruments, board games 
and more.

New @ the library:

•	 Coko	marine	life

•	 Build	&	go	construction

•	 Egg	&	spoon	game

•	 Starter	stile	tile	&	books

How much would you pay for all this? Just 
$20 is all it costs to join toy library, plus 
$10 community centre membership, if 
not already a member. There are over 450 
toys to borrow throughout the year and 
it’s a great way to get together with other 
families and carers.

Toy library is open 
Thursdays	and	Saturdays	9.30–10.30	am	 
at the Community Centre

10-12 Salisbury Road Upper Beaconsfield. 
Email: upperbeac.toylibrary@yahoo.com.au

Shopping Tour –  
Saturday 7 November
Over 10 favourite outlets

Morning tea, hot lunch, dessert, drinks incl. 
bottomless champagne, tea & coffee 

Each shopper receives a goodie bag

Depart from Upper Beaconsfield or Berwick

Only $40 per person, payable at Upper 
Beaconsfield Community Centre, Toy 
Library or to PO Box 2 Upper Beaconsfield

Credit card payments phone 5944 3484

Bookings contact  
Kathryn 5944 4954 or Kylie 5944 4324

Make a shopping list and leave the rest to us.

Outlets: * Toy Networx * Kidswear Direct * 
Metro Style 
* Holeproof 
* Gateway 
Manchester 
* Sweet 
Success * 
Handbag 
& Shoe 
Factory * 
Natio * Dirt Cheap Books * & more
Do something for yourself!

Toy Library

Community Group Information

Upper Beaconsfield Rural Fire Brigade Auxiliary
The Auxiliary supports the brigade members in their fire fighting 
activities and raises funds to buy new equipment for the brigade.

The Auxiliary meets bi-monthly on the last Tuesday in the 
following months at 8 pm: Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sep and Nov. 

Pat Edwards President 5944 3610  
Email: upbeaky @ optusnet.com.au 
Joan Green Secretary 5944 3962

Kindergarten
This is a community run organisation operating both Kinder and 
Pre-Kinder programs from two separate locations. Playgroup is 
also conducted from the McBride Road facility. Kinder tours are 
welcome at anytime.

Contact: Kristy Pentland 9707 5543, 0400 909 440 
upper.beaconsfield.kin @ kindergarten.vic.gov.au 
Kinder 5944 3822  Pre Kinder 5944 4488

Peddlers
The Upper Beaconsfield Peddlers meet monthly on the 3rd Sunday, 
approx. 9 am to mid afternoon. Rides suit beginners through to 
more experienced riders. Enjoy a social day whilst getting fit.  
Breaks taken for coffee/lunch.

Contact	Al	and	Dan	Ryan	–	5944	3984	or	 
dpryan @ bigpond.net.au

Editorial assistants adding the final touches to the Village Bell
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2009 Village Bell Subs $5     PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!

 Full Name:  ____________________________________________________________________

 Address:  ____________________________________________________________________

 Amount Enclosed: __________________________    Thank you for your support!

Village Bell subscriptions for 2009
The Village Bell is our community’s newspaper and is written, edited, 
compiled and collated by volunteers. It is produced 4 times a year 
and is delivered to every letterbox in Upper Beaconsfield by Australia 
Post. Each household is asked to pay $5 for their annual subscription 
which helps to pay for the Village Bell’s production. Subs for 2009 
are now due and can now be paid at either the Community Centre, 

General Store, Pharmacy or Post Office.

If you find it easier to pay by internet banking, please send payment 
to Commonwealth Bank of Australia, Account Name: Upper 
Beaconsfield Association Incorporated  
BSB 063-549, Account number 0080-0228

Make sure you tag your payment with your name and VB Subs so we 
know who sent it. Thank you to those who have subscribed this year.

Their story began in 1997
when the two of them first met,  
Adopted by the Roberts clan  
to have as their family pets …

Billy was a pedigree, farm boy
a playful and handsome chap, 
Pegg y from line of show dogs 
a true princess and lady lap … 

Their puppy days were full of fun
together every minute they were awake, 
With lots of toys and burying bones 
and learning to swim in the local lake …

It didn’t take very long at all
before they were more than friends, 
and on a hot summer’s day in December 
eleven pups were born to them …

Life was good for Bill and Peg
with lots of walks, balls and drives,  
Protecting the kids around the place 
and helping Dad with his garden prize …

Bill and Peg were always together
the two of them dare not part, 
on the odd occasion this happened 
their anxiety would tear your heart …

The years went by and fun still had
but age was not on their side, 
Snoozing was almost a full time job 
and the lake was now a no ride …

Going to the vet was a monthly event
as the arthritis slowly took it’s toll, 
But they were happy just being together 
and going for their garden stroll …

It was the start of Autumn
and it was a cold yet sunny day, 
our dear old Peg couldn’t get up 
and was panting heavily in pain …

Billy was stressed and licking her
and trying to help her to her feet, 
but our dear girl had had enough 
and her body now far too weak …

So we did what we had to do
t’was the hardest thing we’ve done, 
We said good-bye and thanked 
our Peg for her unconditional love …

She went to sleep so peacefully
as Billy sat there by her side, 
her eyes then closed forever 
as their souls now finally divide …

I  don’t think Billy realized at first
that his licking could not wake her up, 
but soon he knew his girl was gone 
his best friend since he was a pup …

He placed his paw on her back
as his face dropped in seeing, 
we sat there watching in disbelief 
as he was reacting like a human being … 

He then gently placed both his paws
upon her beautiful face, 
and guarded her for about an hour 
like it was his duty and place … 

So if ever someone says an animal
doesn’t know how to love, 
tell them they never met our dear dogs  
cos’ Billy and Pegg y were in love …

B i l l y  a n d  P e g g y
Natalie Brooks Roberts

Most people in Upper Beaconsfield would 
probably know “Billy and Peggy”, who were 
the Golden Retrievers dogs sitting at the 

RSPCA collection trailer for the bushfire 
appeal at this year’s Village Festival, along 
with their friendly faces for the last 13 years 
walking around Upper Beaconsfield. 

I write poetry and their story I would like 
to share with you, along with the incredible 
photo we took after our dear girl Peggy was 
put to sleep.


