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UBA supports fire reduction plea 
in Brennan Reserve
Julie Leitl, Secretary UBA

The Upper Beaconsfield Association has been 
corresponding with Cardinia Shire over fire protection 
concerns in recent months. The UBA approached Council 
in response to a request for support of the UBA from 
the Brennan, Fraser and Knapton Avenue Fire Guard 
groups and concerned residents in the council-controlled 
Brennan Reserve. 
“Whilst we note that Council plans to carry out the usual annual 
hazard reduction 
program with slashing 
and mowing works in the 
reserve, the many fallen 
trees and limbs currently 
frustrate the slashing 
program. And our 
request for fuel reduction 
burning is in addition to 
the regular program. We 
would like to point out 
that fuel reduction burns 
have only previously been 
carried out in the far 
north east and south west 
corners of this reserve, 
and the particular site in 
question has not been included in any fuel reduction burn plans for 
Brennan Reserve.”

The UBA pointed out that there are approximately 80 properties at 
risk in this vicinity, there is no reticulated water available in Brennan 

or Fraser Avenue, the water tank is only 
for use of the CFA, there is no suitable 
site for a ‘safer’ area and there is only 

one access road to this area. Residents are extremely vulnerable 
if this access road is cut off during a bushfire and that history has 
shown that bushfires will travel from north to south along the creek 
bordering the Brennan estate thus endangering the whole estate. 
There has been a build-up of fuel in the area for 27 years.

The Cardinia Shire Council’s own Municipal Wildfire Preparedness 
Plan for Brennan Estate states “this area is highly vulnerable to both 
spot fires and ember attack from fires further north and a fire front 
burning down the creek valley. Steep gullies through the area, with 
vegetation on both private and public land, will assist fire spread.” 
Upper Beaconsfield is listed as one of the most fire prone areas in 
the state, and recognised as one of the three most prone in Cardinia 
Shire, along with Gembrook and Cockatoo. Brennan Reserve area 

should top the priority list 
for fuel reduction burns 
prior to this summer.

It is disappointing that 
since our initial approach to 
Council in September when 
Council verbally agreed to 
a cool burn for Brennan 
Reserve, it has now changed 
this decision. Time has 
now run out for action to 
be taken prior to summer; a 
summer that by all accounts 
is supposed to be worse in 
both temperature and fire 
danger than last summer.

Carols on Christmas Eve
Neil McDonald

The Upper Beaconsfield Christmas carols will be held on Christmas 
Eve at the Keith Ewenson Reserve at the rear of the Community 
Complex in Salisbury Road.

We look forward to once again welcoming Peter Brown as compere 

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT — 24 December

continued on page 8
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UB Emergency Alert System
Ed Keon-Cohen

The Upper Beaconsfield Alert System is 
a not for profit, local, community run 
message alert system for Upper Beaconsfield 
residents in the event of an emergency or 
bushfire. The system uses a commercial SMS 
service (messagemedia) to send an SMS to 
all registered mobile phone numbers and 
also ring all registered landline number and 
deliver a computer generated voice message. 
This is particularly important should an 
emergency happen at night or when you 
would not normally access your mobile 
phone. This is done automatically and 
simultaneously from any internet computer.

The system is not run by any emergency 
service or government body. It is a 
community run system that is provided 
on a “best endeavours” basis. It started 
as an extension to the Fire Guard group 
phone tree and is now a reliable system 
that can simultaneously and instantly send 
a message to all registered numbers. There 
are currently over 550 residents registered.

This alert system is not connected in any 
way with the National Emergency Warning 
System (NEWS) that the government is in 
the process of rolling out.

The information provided is limited to the nature and 
location of an emergency or incident. Organisers will 
not issue any information or advice in relation to action 
to take or the level of threat. The system is only there 
to alert residents of a potential threat or significant 
incident in the immediate area. It is up to each resident 
to follow the progress of an incident and make their 
own decisions as to their course of action.

The system is no replacement for official emergency 
services. It is purely voluntary. You cannot rely on 
anyone information source. The CFA leave early policy 
is very clear that you may not be given warning of a 
fire and will not be told when to evacuate. Residents 
should have a fire plan well before a threat. This system 
is another tool that can be effective to notify residents of 
an incident in a timely manner. It should not be relied 
upon and you should not remain in the area in the 
expectation that you will receive a warning.

In relation to the reports of fire the information comes 
from access to publicly available fire information and 
other local sources. The system is linked with the 
Toomuc Valley Community Fire Alert system, which 

operates in a similar manner, and will give warning of a 
fire from that direction. Vice versa this system will also 
provide warning to the Toomuc Valley group of a fire in 
the Upper Beaconsfield area. 

The operation side of the system is co-ordinated by 
resident Ed Keon-Cohen and assisted by eight residents 
including some Fire Guard group co-ordinators, some 
CFA volunteers and other responsible local residents  
all of whom have the ability to send alerts should they 
be required.
The administration is managed by the Upper 
Beaconsfield Community Centre Inc. The Community 
Centre manages the database of phone numbers and hold 
the money paid by residents on trust. All information is 
kept confidential and is not available to any outside body. 
It is your responsibility to ensure your details are updated 
should they change. If you wish to join the system contact 
the community centre with name, address and phone 
numbers and provide $5 for each phone number. All 
subscription money is only used to pay for the sending of 
messages should they be required.

We thank our subscribers for 2009 (who have paid since the last Village Bell was published)

Anon; Black Family; Brockman A & S; Carmody Family; Carpenter D & P; Cordy S & A; Dack Family; Field 
Family; Hamilton S & B; Jones G, S & D; Maxwell P & D; Miller G & J; Morris A; Mosterd K; O’Brien C & R; 
Palmer G & P; Porz R & T; Thompson Family; Wright Family

Rainfall at Barkala, Beaconsfield-Emerald Road
George Moir

Month 40 yr average 2008 2009
Jan 65.4 26.0 10.0
Feb 55.4 48.0 7.1
Mar 64.7 22.6 59.3
Apr 77.9 53.6 60.1
May 88.0 43.8 28.1
Jun 79.8 60.2 47.4
Jul 79.6 74.4 82.5

Aug 86.5 89.4 80.2
Sep 91.3 32.5 133.6
Oct 94.4 46.2 120.8

Nov 83.5 105.8
Dec 79.7 82.3

Total 946.2 mm 684.8 mm

Highlights:

• Improved level of rainfall over the last three months.

• The last four months ( July–October) totalled 417.1 mm  
20% more than the average, which is 349.1 mm.

• The first six months of the year ( January–June) totalled  
212 mm (49.6% of the average, which is 427.1 mm).

Hopefully this improved situation will continue for the balance of 
the spring season and during the forthcoming summer season.



Village Bell December 2009 3

About town
Win is a party girl!
Jo Carter

Winifred Roynon has been a respected and admired resident of 
Upper Beaconsfield for around 50 years. On 8 November Win 
celebrated her 98th birthday at a luncheon with her family. On 

Tuesday 10 
November, 
Win enjoyed 
another 
celebration, 
this time with 
friends and 
neighbours 
at the Pine 
Grove Hotel 
in Upper 
Beaconsfield. 
The party 
was arranged 
by Shirley 

Davenport and Jo Carter, and there were 18 people present. Locals 
who attended were Ruth Hainsworth, Debbie Winder, Daphne 
Hollingsworth, Charles Wilson, John and Jenny Paterson, Jo 
Carter, Jennie and Geoff Vaughan and Elva Ratcliff, the former 
postmistress. The Berwick Bridge Club, of which Win was a 
founding member and the first secretary, was represented by Gwynn 
Hughes, Gwen Brentnall, Shirley Davenport, Jean and Peter Carter, 
and Jim Dow. Win’s long time friend and carer, Glenda was a 
welcome guest.

Win enjoyed her favourite fish and chips, and Shirley brought 
a lovely cake. It was a lively and enjoyable lunch and Win was 
delighted. She has many exciting and interesting memories and 
shared them with Charles. She is an amazing woman and enjoyed 
her celebration immensely.

Upper Beaconsfield Village Festival and Tower 
Challenge Fun Run
Tom Gibson

Plans are underway for the Festival on 20 February 2010, with rides, 
amusements, bikes, machines, cars, stalls and “the best fun run in the 
state” according to some past competitors.

With a new format for 2010, the 6 km long Tower Challenge 
Fun Run, starts 
at the Rotunda – 
Charing Cross, down 
Beaconsfield-Emerald 
Road across to Valley 
Drive, up Craik Road, 
along Sugarloaf Road to McKenzie Road (fire access track) up 
to the Water Tower onward to Split Rock Road, up to Salisbury 
Road, past the Bell Tower to finish back at the Rotunda. On the 
day join in and enjoy the activities of the Village Festival.

Clubs, groups, home grown business – if you are in or involved 
in Upper Beaconsfield we would love you to have a stall at the 
Village Festival. Stall application forms are available on the Upper 
Beaconsfield Association web site www.upperbeaconsfield.org.au

This year we are asking for suggestions for a new logo, so all budding 
young artists aged from 5 to 18 years of age, sharpen your pencils 
and start drawing what the “Upper Beaconsfield Village Festival and 
fun run mean to you”. In return your design will be printed on the 
festival t-shirts for 2011, and used to promote the Festival in 2011, 
with a $100 donation to your school. Entry forms are available from 
the web site. Entries must be received by 20 February 2010. Post 
your entry to PO Box 160, Upper Beaconsfield.

Entry forms for the fun run and further details are available by 
contacting me on 0438 574 472 or Paul Issai from Step into Life, 
0409 511 324, who is helping and sponsoring the event.

Exhibition for Petruccelli art studio students 
8–13 December 2009
Mary Petrucelli

Students will hold their 12th Annual Student Art Exhibition of 
paintings at the Petruccelli Art Studio, 102 Stoney Creek Road, 
Upper Beaconsfield from 8–13 December 2009 and the hours are 
11 am to 5 pm daily. For inquires phone Mary on 5944 3224.

The exhibitors are a diverse group in age, experience and painting 
style, working under the guidance of Peter Petruccelli at his Upper 
Beaconsfield art studio. The students have prepared works in oil and 
pastel covering a variety of subjects. The landscapes and seascapes 
have been painted outside in the “plein air” tradition around the 
studio or local rural surrounds as well as various beaches of Phillip 
Island. Studio works will include still lifes, floral paintings, and 
portraiture studies.

All local art lovers are welcome to view the painting 
accomplishments of the Petruccelli art studio students.

WANTED
Volunteer for layout and design of the Community Centre 
program. Needed at the end of each term.

Phone the Community Centre on 5944 3484 if you can help
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UB Association matters
Jennie Vaughan, President

During the last quarter of 2009 the Upper Beaconsfield Association 
has had several matters for discussion. We were pleased to hear 
that Dr. Charles Wilson is working on a written history for Upper 
Beaconsfield. He has been collecting information for many years 
and is collating it into a form suitable for publication. The Upper 
Beaconsfield Association has offered to help with editing when 
the time comes. Charles is always happy to hear from residents and 
friends who may have additional material.

The bushfire season preparations have been uppermost in our 
discussions with concerned residents from Brennan Avenue Reserve 
attending the October meeting to ask why Cardinia Council has 
not done a cool reduction burn since 1983. The area is owned by 
the Shire so a letter was sent from the UBA to the CEO, Mr G 
McQuillan. No reply has yet been received at the time of writing. 

At our October meeting two members of the Beaconhills Golf Club 
spoke of new plans for the Club which is looking at options to keep 
the Club open.

An e-mail from Adam Rovner, University of Denver (USA), was 
received looking for information about Critchley Parker Junior, after 
whom the reserve in St. Georges Road is named. If anyone  
has anything of interest on this subject, they can contact Charles 

Wilson on 5944 3008.

Concern was shown for the untidy nature of the garden 
adjacent to the carpark along St. Georges Road at the corner 
of Beaconsfield-Emerald Road. After persistent enquiries some 
progress has been made.

It is interesting to note that one empty shop in the village is now 
occupied and the vacant block next to the Upper Beaconsfield 
General Store has been sold and cleared, presumably with a view to 
shops or offices being built.

With the Upper Beaconsfield Township Strategy being adopted 
by Cardinia Council on 20 July 2009 it is noted that, in relation to 
Town Centre Design, “various retail shops, isolated from the hub of 
the township will be located along Salisbury Road.”

Two members of the UBA committee retire at the AGM in 
February. Local citizens are reminded that the UBA represents the 
district and new committee members will be welcome.

The last general meeting for 2009 will be at  
 the Community Complex 

Wednesday, 2 December at 8 pm  
* Everyone is welcome *

Bring refreshments for some Christmas cheer and supper

The 2009 Township Strategy Plan in brief
Helen Smith

This new plan replaces the previous 1998 township strategy plan. 
Many community members participated in the “Speak Out” 
community forum held at the Upper Beaconsfield Festival in 
February 2007. Further community meetings were held in 2007 and 
the draft strategy was advertised for public comment in late 2008. 
Council received 18 written submissions from members of the 
public. Cardinia Shire Council adopted the new township strategy 
for Upper Beaconsfield in July 2009. The full report is available 
from Cardinia Shire Council. As the report is 88 pages long, we 
endeavour here to summarise main sections of the report. 

The area included in the Upper Beaconsfield Township Strategy is 
bounded to the north by Albers Road, to the east by Valley Drive, 
to the south by Salisbury Road and to the west by Rosebank Lane. 
Upper Beaconsfield is a unique hill-top town nestled within a rural 
landscape interspersed with residential housing, native bushland 
and open recreational spaces. Its country atmosphere and unique 
environment should be actively protected. Upper Beaconsfield has 
a strong sense of community pride that is an important part of the 
character and fabric of the township. The strategy aims to maintain 
and enhance the township’s services, facilities and lifestyle while 

allowing for a small increase in population in the coming years.

Key areas looked at in the strategy plan are: residential development, 
economic development, community development, open space, 
traffic and transport, physical infrastructure, environment and 
town centre design. The first area concerns residential development. 
Other areas will be covered in future issues of the Village Bell.

Residential development
The key issues of residential development include a limited 
capacity for future residential development in the township and 
possible development pressure when the township is connected 
to reticulated sewage by South East Water. The hill-top bushland 
character of the township is to be protected. There is a need to 
provide various household types to accommodate the housing needs 
of families, couples without dependants, older people and lone 
person households.

The strategy plan aims to ensure any proposed residential 
development is in accordance with the Upper Beaconsfield 
Framework Plan and the Precinct Character Guidelines (refer to 
the full report). Infill residential development is to be integrated 
with existing development and to respect the existing character of 
the township. The plan aims to maintain and enhance the ‘hill-top 

About town

continued on page 5
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About town
bushland character’ of Upper Beaconsfield through the retention of 
larger lots, the retention of existing remnant vegetation (particularly 
canopy trees and also ground covers) and the use of building materials 
and colours which complement the natural environment of the area. 
Residential development will be restricted where the land has a slope 
greater than 20% or is designated ‘very poor’ in the land capability 
study. Cul-de-sacs are to be discouraged and, if used they should be 
connected through to another street by a wide reserve and path for 
safe pedestrian a bicycle access. Vehicle connections for emergency 
vehicles (police, ambulance, country fire authority, etc) must be 
considered in the street and streetscape layout.

Actions to implement the policy include the investigation of elderly 
people’s accommodation (assisted living units, retirement village) 
to be located in the Upper Beaconsfield township. The strategy 
plan will investigate opportunities for implementing the precinct 
character guidelines through schedules to the new Residential 
Zones. Residential zones and design and development overlays 
applying to the land within the Upper Beaconsfield Township 
boundary are to be reviewed to reflect the above policies on 
township character.

continued from page 4 Summertime and the livin’ is uneasy
David Myers, Cardinia Creek Action Group 

In February a petition was circulated and copies displayed at 
the Milk Bar, Supermarket and General Store, resulting in 
approximately 250 signatures.

We thank the local traders and all who signed, for their support  
and interest.

To recap, the petition said:
“Emergency fire exit — Cardinia Creek ford at location Foott 
Road, Upper Beaconsfield and Chadwick Road, Harkaway.
Are you aware that this emergency bushfire exit has been 
downgraded to ‘Use by emergency vehicles’? Those living in 
Foott Road and Chadwick Road have not been advised nor has 
anyone else who may expect to use that exit.
We the undersigned, petition the Shire of Cardinia, City of 
Casey and Melbourne Water, to repair/reconstruct and maintain 
the ford at a level which would allow access to residents’ sedan 
vehicles as well as large emergency vehicles. The ford was deemed 
vital following the Ash Wednesday Fires.”

It is known that many small rural communities have few roads in 
and out which is of concern during fire seasons. The Victoria Report 
of the Bushfire Review Committee released April 1984 is worth 
viewing on the Internet, as many concerns still apply today.

In 1984/5 our forward looking fire captain at the time, conferred 
with the Dandenong Valley Authority (water) and it was agreed to 
make a ford across Cardinia Creek at Brennan Avenue and one at 
the Foott Road/Chadwick Road reserve. For years the Foott Road/
Chadwick Road Ford gave secure access across the Creek during the 
fire season. After the season, City of Casey positioned large boulders 
across the ford thus preventing vehicular access. Casey then 
removed the rocks at commencement of the next fire season.

Then just prior to the 2008/9 fire season it was noticed that the 
Creek water level had risen by 30 cm. Many sedans came to grief. 
Enquiries from residents to authorities responsible for this area 
were met with a wall of indifference in all but one case. This quickly 
initiated the forming of a small action group. Local member Tammy 
Lobato agreed to meet and hear our concerns. Ms Lobato issued 
invitations to appropriate persons/authorities so we could air our 
concerns and guess what? We had a meeting!

CFA have a view that the crossing is for emergency vehicles, and of 
course Casey and Cardinia agreed. Since the meeting in March 2009, 
Casey put up a small sign on their side of the Creek. End of story.

Irrespective of the crossing being deemed ‘For use of emergency 
vehicles’ or similar, the approaches to the crossing are badly eroded, 
particularly the Chadwick Road (western) side. It is seriously 
dangerous. I would not want to be part of CFA crews which 
regularly train down there.

If interested in more background info feel free to make contact at 
southernjourney @ hotmail.com

Koalas in Upper Beaconsfield?
Has anyone encountered the koalas, as indicated on this 
Beaconsfield-Emerald Road sign? The Village Bell welcomes 
contributions from our readers. Send us a special photograph 
you took in Upper Beaconsfield, or tell your intriguing tales from 
yesteryear or today. Contributions welcome from young and old. 

Send to editor.villagebell @ gmail.com 
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About town
In bygone times
Helen Smith

A fascinating glimpse of our township over 70 years ago is provided 
in this newspaper report below from The Argus 29 January 
1935 page 7. A stage coach was used for the delivery of mail to 
Beaconsfield Upper in the early days and this was recreated in this 
reunion. Also notable is the vibrant social life of the township, 
when on this one weekend a multitude of activities and celebrations 
provided a wonderful community event for the locals. This event 

took place in the Great Depression period, on the Australia Day 
weekend. Charles Wilson has provided a photo taken at Charing 
Cross. This was one of three, which together make a panorama of 
those attending. The crowd stood, arrayed across the road in front 
of John Nathan’s Store. Charles has many of the names of people in 
these photos. 

The article was sourced from the National Library of Australia web site  
called Trove. The NLA has digitised pre-1954 newspapers which you can 
search by keyword. 

Beaconsfield Upper Reunion
BEACONSFIELD UPPER, Monday. Reunion 
celebrations were conducted at Beaconsfield Upper 
during the week-end. Charing Cross, the centre of the 
township, presented a gay appearance, being decorated 
with flags and a large sign, bearing the word “Welcome” 
stretching across the road leading into the township. At 
night the flags were replaced by coloured lights, and 
the Soldiers’ Memorial was floodlit. The celebrations 
began on Saturday afternoon with a “Back-to-School” 
gathering. Then followed the official opening of the 
newly surfaced main road from Beaconsfield to Emerald. 

The old stage coach on which the mails were formerly 
carried was driven through a ribbon drawn across the 
road. In the evening there was a social gathering at the 
Assembly Hall. Yesterday special services were held in 
the churches. At 10.30 a.m. today the old stage coach 
stopped at the post-office, and delivered the mails, as 
it had so often done in bygone years. There was a large 
gathering at the post office to witness this event. Morning 
tea was served at the Assembly Hall. The tennis club 
held a tournament, for which there was many entries. At 
the recreation ground the cricket club played a burlesque 
match. The celebrations ended with a dance in the 
Assembly Hall.
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Vale Dot White 1914–2009

Long-time resident of Upper Beaconsfield Dot White experienced 
a rich life with many friendships throughout her lifetime. She and 
husband Bill had lived in Upper Beaconsfield since 1969 after 
purchasing their house—with the criteria that it had to be close to a 
golf club! In 1983 their home burned down in the Ash Wednesday 
bushfire and they rebuilt on the same site. Dot lived in Stoney 
Creek Road right until her death, being cared for in her final years 
by daughter Diane Barley and family.

Dot’s sporting passions included the Fitzroy Football Club, tennis 
and especially golf. Twenty enjoyable years were spent in Western 
Australia where Bill managed several banks. The couple even drove 
across Nullarbor Plain on an unsealed road to attend the 1956 
Olympic Games in Melbourne. They returned to Victoria on the eve 

of Bill’s retirement, and moved to Upper Beaconsfield, Dot became 
a member of Beaconhills Golf Club and held many positions 
including ladies president. She even hit a hole in one in 1974. Her 
friends from Beaconhills were a great support after the fires and also 
in recent years. Dot also worked for the Red Cross both in WA and 
locally in Victoria, and was involved with Rotary with Bill.

Eric Chaplin, President of Upper Beaconsfield RSL, provides 
another facet to Dot’s life, that of her war service from 1942–1946. 
She attained the rank of sergeant in the Australian Women’s Army 
Service, signals division. Eric said, “She had a grand sense of humour 
and had great pride in being a full service member in her own right. 
She was a much-loved member of the Upper Beaconsfield RSL and 
will be greatly missed”.

About town

Letter to the Editor: 
More urban development  
for Upper Beac? 

Dear Editor,

While the new committee of the 
Beaconhills Country Golf Club is to 
be commended for its focus on re-
establishing a successful business entity, it 
is still misguidedly pursuing a residential 
development to alleviate its current financial 
crisis, despite this being rejected by the 
Victorian Civil & Administrative Tribunal. 
The club “has since requested the assistance 
of Planning Minister Justin Madden as it 
looks at ways to subdivide the golf course.” 
(Gazette 16/9) 

We understand that their proposal has 
recently been considered by a State 
Government “Taskforce”, and that this 
body has suggested Cardinia Shire prepare 
a planning scheme amendment to include 
“developing land surrounding the Club for 
residential purposes” – an extraordinary and 
possibly unprecedented move.

In other words, if Council wishes to support 
the Beaconhills Golf Club’s chosen means 
of eliminating its current debt, it can do 
this only by making the hand fit the glove, 
ie by rewriting the recently adopted Upper 
Beaconsfield Township Strategy and the 
Planning Scheme to accommodate the 
financial failure of one ratepayer. The 
township boundary would need to be 
extended to include not only the course but 
also the land surrounding it. An application 
to amend the Planning Scheme would then 

be considered by an independent panel. The 
process would be drawn-out and expensive, 
and the ramifications far-reaching.

A few important points:

1. The Club has publicly conceded that 
selling off seven residential lots will not 
guarantee its long-term survival.

2. Other golf clubs suffering a similar 
financial crisis have turned their 
situation around without resorting  
to subdivision. 

3. Over a six-month period, Council 
steadfastly refused our requests for a 
meeting to discuss more appropriate, 
more sustainable solutions.

4. This lack of cooperation has led to 
ratepayers’ funds being squandered  
on three avoidable VCAT actions 
whose outcomes all supported the 
objectors’ stance.

5. VCAT has highlighted a number of 
problems with the subdivision option 
that wouldn’t be solved by amending 
the Cardinia Planning Scheme, so an 
application to do this may well fail, 
especially in light of its stated aim. The 
financial state of an applicant is not 
relevant to the proper determination  
of a planning application.

6. In the unlikely event that such an 
amendment is accepted, it would 
set a precedent that could see Upper 
Beaconsfield’s country roads lined 
with suburban development and 
its environmentally sensitive areas 
irreversibly damaged.

The VCAT Member considered the 
proposed subdivision generated no 
demonstrable net community benefit, 
and indicated that it was likely to cause 
significant adverse environmental impacts. 
He found it to be “inconsistent with orderly 
planning of the area”, and inconsistent with 
the local Planning Scheme, the township 
strategy, the objectives of the green wedges, 
the Rural Conservation Zone and the 
Environment Significance Overlay, all of 
which apply to this land. 

Our role is to protect the green wedges and 
help preserve them for future generations. 
There are better ways of addressing viability 
problems than the misguided path taken 
by Beaconhills CGC. We urge Cardinia 
Shire Council to stop wasting everyone’s 
time and money with inappropriate, ad 
hoc planning decisions and to support 
only applications that comply with policy 
and with the environmental and lifestyle 
objectives for Upper Beaconsfield. These 
surely do not include the insidious spread 
of urban development because of a rubbery 
township boundary.

Rosalie Counsell  
(Southern Ranges Delegate: Green Wedges Coalition)

Rosemary West  
( Joint Coordinator: Green Wedges Coalition) 
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Carols by Candlelight continued from page 1

of this annual event together with a large number of local families.

The newly formed Upper Beaconsfield Choir will be making their 
debut under the guidance of Tess Porz which will provide an 
additional local flavour to the evening.

The UBA and helpers led by Ron Fisher will have refreshments 
for sale from 7 pm outside the Arts Complex including delicious 
sausages, tea, coffee and soft drinks.

A special part of the evening is the arrival of Santa. We expect he will 
make is grand entrance on the CFA Truck around 8.30 pm. All the 

children love to meet and greet Santa and the Primary School PFA 
ensure that each child receives a bag of sweets from the great man.

Santa will be stopping at Grant Court around 7.45 pm, Burton 
Road around 8 pm and Paul Grove around 8.15 pm before arriving 
at his final destination at the Carols. 

Carol singing will commence when Santa and his helpers are 
farewelled on the fire truck.

We look forward to seeing you all on Christmas Eve.

New businesses in Upper Beaconsfield

The Termite Professionals
This new local business based in Guys Hill is now equipped to 
meet every pest problem. Barry Bailey and his team provide a full 
physical termite barrier on your home with an extensive warranty 
to providing protection against all types off pest including 
rodents and ants. The pesticides used are environmentally 
friendly and the safest available. This new business works across 
the Gippsland area and looks forward to making its services 
available to readers of the Village Bell. 

Clinical Exercise 
Breila Meek owns and operated this business. She has an 
extensive background in sport as an athlete, and is now an 
accredited Exercise Scientist and Physiologist to treat more 
serious metabolic/medical conditions as well as musculoskeletal 
conditions and is covered by Medicare, health funds and 
WorkCover. Earlier this year Breila opened her own clinic, 
Clinical Exercise on Stoney Creek Road Upper Beaconsfield. 
She says “The most valuable lesson I’ve learned and convey to my 
clients that it is the small things we do repeatedly on a daily basis 
that actually give the results, you don’t have to change who you 
are or train like an athlete to change your health”.

Phenix 
This business, situated next to the chemist, opened its doors on 
Saturday 31 October. The owner, Bettina Markham, comes with 
plenty of experience. Bettina has previously owned two beauty 
salons in Templestowe and Doncaster. Phenix offers a full range of 
beauty services which include hair and body treatments for both 
women and men. Children are catered for with both toddler and 
children’s hair cuts available. As well as a full list of hair care Phenix 
offers eye defining, waxing, spray tanning, quarterly specials and 
beauty packages. Nail treatments will also be available from  
1 December. The salon is closed on Sundays and Mondays. Bettina 
and her family are currently living in Berwick but are soon to start 
building a new house in Upper Beaconsfield. If she didn’t already 
have enough to keep her busy, Bettina is expecting her fourth child 
and is also studying law. Welcome to Bettina and her family and 
hope they have many happy years in Upper Beaconsfield. 

About town

Rubbish on the roadside
Name supplied

A few words to those who enjoy walking for the exercise, the fresh 
air and the beautiful scenery perhaps enhanced by the company 
of family, friends, the dog or perhaps just your own company for a 
short time in an otherwise busy day.

Unfortunately we have living amongst us some who believe the litter 
they drop from their car actually does disappear as if by magic. Sad 
to say not all horse riders are innocent as we also find rubbish along 
horse trails as well as on roadsides.

Whilst we enjoy walking we do not enjoy picking up other 
people’s rubbish. How can you do it – litter and despoil this lovely 
countryside? Nice thought isn’t it? Someone picks up after you, so 
you don’t have to care. To our walkers – thank you for picking up 
the litter dropped by these unfortunate people – people who are 
selfish and unable to enjoy the world they live in. 

We hope they feel ashamed.

Clinical Exercise Pty Ltd
Breila Meek

Accredited Exercise Physiologist
By consultation only

www.clinicalexercise.com.au 
76 Stoney Creek Road, Upper Beaconsfield
Ph/fax 5944 3699     Mob 0419 134 488

Live and Dry Blood Analysis,
Nutritional Biochemistry, Naturopathy, Diet,

Hypnotherapy, Bowen myotherapy 
(also for animals)

 Dr Portia Reading
 BVSc (hons) ND MCMA FAAHS 

5944 4464

DEWHURST NATURAL THERAPIES

Clinical Exercise Pty Ltd
Breila Meek

Accredited Exercise Physiologist
By consultation only

www.clinicalexercise.com.au 
76 Stoney Creek Road, Upper Beaconsfield
Ph/fax 5944 3699     Mob 0419 134 488

Live and Dry Blood Analysis,
Nutritional Biochemistry, Naturopathy, Diet,

Hypnotherapy, Bowen myotherapy 
(also for animals)

 Dr Portia Reading
 BVSc (hons) ND MCMA FAAHS 

5944 4464

DEWHURST NATURAL THERAPIES
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Community Centre
New staff
Sally Randall

We have welcomed the Community 
Centre’s new manager, Cyrus Barallon, who 
commenced working with us in September. 
Cyrus will also coordinate our program of 
accredited classes and aims to extend the 
range of training that we can offer. Cyrus 
has previous valuable experience in a private 
training organisation and is enjoying the 
opportunity to apply those skills in the 
more friendly and personalised setting of 
a community organisation. Cyrus has a 
keen interest in the opportunities offered 
through online learning and aims to develop 
the Community Centre’s ability to offer this 
training. 

The Centre recently farewelled Wendy Hiam, 
a long-time member of the committee of 
management and coordinator for the last 
two years. Wendy taught classes in several 
different areas including classes for those with 
special needs, art classes and our Certificate 
III classes. We would like to thank Wendy 
for the work she has done in many capacities 
over the years for the Centre and we wish her 
well in her future ventures.

Sarah Johnson has been appointed the 
new program co-coordinator for the 
Centre. Sarah is originally from Belfast in 
Ireland and has a strong background in 
youth and community work. She moved 
to Australia in 1996 and worked as a crisis 
support worker for Wesley Mission. Sarah 
is already involved in the community 
with her children attending Beaconsfield 
Upper Primary School. She looks forward 
to nurturing the current programs at the 
Centre and exploring new initiatives. If you 
have an idea for a program or want to chat 
about what is already available don’t hesitate 
to give Sarah a call.

Courses and training
The Community Centre has almost come 
to the end of its term 4 program, with a 
wide range of classes. The evening MYOB 
and daytime basic computer classes 
have again been popular, and art classes, 
including drawing and painting, and classes 
in both French and Spanish have been 
well supported. Exercise classes included 

yoga, body sculpturing and aerobics. The 
Upper Beaconsfield Peddlers are attracting 
growing numbers of cyclists on recreational 
Sunday bike rides. All of these popular 
courses and activities will continue in 2010, 
with some new initiatives also to be added 
to the program.

As a Registered Training Organisation, the 
Community Centre also offers accredited 
training in several areas. For many years we 
have successfully offered the Certificates 
III in Aged Care Work and in Children’s 
Services, and Certificate IV in Training and 
Assessment. This assists many people to 
either return to the workforce or to upgrade 
their qualifications. The Certificate III in 
Children’s Services from December will 
be the minimum qualification required 
for anyone working in child care, whether 
centre, school or home based. This year for 
the first time the Community Centre has 
offered this course in the evening. This has 
proven popular for those who work during 
the day and cannot attend daytime classes. 
We will also continue to offer this course 
during the day and evening in 2010, over 
either six or twelve months, and it is hoped 
that we can offer units of this course online, 
on a flexible basis. We hope that online 
learning will enable even more people to 
access this training. Please do not hesitate 
to contact the staff at the Centre if you have 
any queries regarding the options for flexible 
delivery of training.

We will also continue to offer First Aid, 
Anaphylaxis/Epipen, and Emergency 
Asthma Management courses and updates 
in 2010. Please contact the office on 5944 
3484 for any course enquiries.

Survey
The Community Centre’s primary aim is to 
respond to the needs of its community. In 
order to gather updated information about 
those needs, and about the interests and 
goals of those in our community, we are 
presently putting together a survey which 
will be circulated as widely as possible. 
We want to receive as many responses 
as possible, so we will be issuing a raffle 
ticket to go in a draw for a wonderful prize 
for each completed survey delivered to 

the Community Centre. We need your 
feedback on the activities and classes already 
run, together with ideas about those which 
you would like us to organise, which will be 
valuable as we commence planning for the 
coming year. If you have a special interest or 
which you would like to share with others, 
we would also like to hear from you.

Crèche
Our crèche will be open from Monday 
to Friday from 8.45 am–4 pm, until 18 
December. Remember that there are no set 
sessions; you can book your child in for the 
time that suits you. As the crèche can be very 
busy in this period before Christmas, please 
book your child in as soon as possible. If you 
have never used our crèche before, come in 
and talk to our staff.

The Community Centre belongs to you, 
so don’t hesitate to drop in to say hello, to 
participate in one of our activities, or to share 
your ideas. If you would like to join our team 
of volunteers, and have some spare time to 
offer, we would also love to hear from you. 

The staff and committee of the Community 
Centre would like to wish you all a safe and 
happy Christmas holiday, and hope to see 
you all next year.

Enrolments now taken for 2010
Enrolment week for UBCC Crèche will 
start Monday 30 November and enrolments 
close Friday 11 December.

The Crèche is set in beautiful parkland 
environment and is a community run 
crèche. A maximum of only 26 children 
with family discounts are available.

We have mature, experienced, wonderful 
staff ! Regular or occasional care is available. 
The Crèche has been caring for the 
communities’ children for over 23 years 
and is a part of your community, so please 
support us.

Our hours are 8.30 am–4 pm, with no set 
session times or daily time limits.

Enquiries please phone 5944 3484

“It takes a village to raise a child”
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UB Rural Fire Brigade
Liz Brandie, Secretary

The bush fire season is now approaching.

Now is the time to assess your fire plans and prepare your property 
regardless of whether you plan to leave early before bushfire 
threatens or if you intend to stay and actively defend.

CFA have developed the Household Bushfire Self Assessment Tool 
to determine the defendable space requirements for your property, 
there is a workbook version of the tool in the CFA Fire Ready Kit or 
you can complete the assessment online at www.cfa.vic.gov.au

This assessment is an excellent way of reminding you of areas you 
may have overlooked in your own property protection plans.

The program is easy to use and very informative giving you the 
overall picture of how your own property is situated and how it 
could be affected during a bushfire threat.

Not all bushfires are the same and not all homes can be defended 
from bushfire; there are recommended actions for each level of 
fire danger.

In considering your fire plans you and your family must consider 
and be prepared for how frightening defending your home can be, 
and that you can adequately defend your property during a bushfire.

Another consideration is, should your husband or children be at 
work or school or out of the area and you are on your own during 
a bushfire, surrounding roads may be closed and your husband or 
adult children may not be able to return home to actively defend 
your home with you.

Be aware there would be an extreme possibility of mobile/
landline phone and power failure during a bushfire, a good form of 
information would be a battery-powered radio.

774 ABC Radio gives regular Emergency Fire Updates.

You cannot rely on a fire truck to help defend every home. 

If during a bushfire you experience ember attack on your home it is 
too late to leave, your safest option is to stay and defend.

Do not try to drive out of the area during a bushfire, smoke and ash 
makes visibility difficult with falling embers, trees over the roads 
and the threat of radiant heat.

For more information attend the Fire Ready Victoria Education 
Meetings.

Or go to the CFA web site www.cfa.vic.gov.au 

Fire Protection Meeting
Jennie Vaughan

On Sunday 20 September a group of concerned organisations 
and community groups held an information day at the Upper 
Beaconsfield Hall to share information with local residents about 
bushfire protection.

Between 10 am and 4 pm 180 interested people visited the Hall 
to discuss various aspects of fire protection with trained officers 
and fellow citizens. An information exchange was promoted after 
the 2006 enquiry, to encourage integration between local groups. 
Among the participants at the Hall were the DSE, Westernport 
CFA, Cardinia Shire Fire Protection Officer, and others wanting 
to ensure safe conditions during the bushfire season. 

Visitors to the Hall were asked for ideas about vulnerable areas in 
the township and surrounds, suggestions for designated safe areas 
and major assets needing protection. 

The Westernport CFA representatives had a handout listing “some 
useful contacts for the summer season.” They will provide a district 
map with relevant information, “soon.”

An evaluation sheet was provided to give feedback on the 
day’s information.

To add to the social aspect of the day the local CFA ladies looked 
after the “sausage sizzle” and a mobile coffee van provided a 
welcome drink.

It is to be hoped “those in charge” take note of the 
information and comments provided at the meeting and 
realise that the summer season is nearly upon us. Residents are 
now looking for appropriate feedback from those authorities 
in attendance.

Copies available at :
• Signpost Magazine, 1 Church Street, Emerald,  

next to Op Shop on grounds of St. Mark’s Church
• Concept Books, Monbulk
• Upper Beaconsfield Post Office

www.bumpyroadbooksaustralia.weebly.com

Phone: 5968 6857
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‘Home alone when a firestorm hits, the dramatic 
story by local author Jean Hayne takes you 
with the children on their flight to safety.’

$20

‘She was eleven; only a child as some were to later say. 

But in that moment she knew what to do.’

Fantastic Christmas gift ... pre-teen to adult
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Flora and Fauna

Cardinia Catchment Landcare News 
Neil McDonald

Anita Meister, our new manager of the Indigenous Nursery, is 
settling in well and wishes to advise that now daylight saving is with 
us she is happy to see customers after normal hours provided they 
ring and make an appointment. 

Our group recently arranged a visit for interested people to the 
Beaconsfield Nature Conservation Reserve. Local archaeologist, 
Andrea Murphy accompanied the group and spoke of the history of 
the area.

Her main theme concentrated on the early presence of the 
Bunurong and possibly the Wurundjeri Aboriginals who travelled 

through the district and the gold diggings 
between 1850 and 1870 in the Haunted Gully 
area. The Chinese who arrived with their picks 
and shovels full of hope at striking it rich 
would have been rather disappointed as there 
were only relatively small amounts of gold 
found. The largest diggings are around four 
metres in diameter and timber nearby was used to shore them up. 
Later, during the depression years the area was revisited by diggers 
desperate to scratch out a living but they too would have found 
there was an awful lot of soil and rock mixed with the gold.

Although no aboriginal artefacts have been found in the reserve, 
Andrea assured us they would be there, under the top 20 cm of soil.

During early settlement the area was 
extensively logged for timber which 
was processed at saw mills down on 
the flats around Beaconsfield.

The most enjoyable and informative 
visit was concluded with a special 
thanks to Andrea for her time and 
knowledge.

Further information may be obtained 
at our web site: www.cclg.net.au

Wildlife Watch
Laura Levens

I still like to investigate the gutter in 
which my once-upon-a-time-small 
rubber boot-clad grandchildren had fun 
splashing. Yabbies pile small balls of mud 
at the entrance to their holes; 
little flea-like things hop out of 
the way and worms do their bit 
for the health of the environment 
while I pull out weeds and collect 
other peoples’ rubbish. 

Latest discovery among the 
decaying plant material is a shiny, 
dark flatworm with pale stripes that 
I hadn’t seen before. Appearance 
is close to a leech except that it 
crawls on many fine hairs instead of 
‘looping’. I have seen bright yellow 
ones, khaki with cream stripes; 
yellow with two brown stripes and 

a beautiful Prussian blue one that lives close 
to creeks and eats black Belgian millipedes. 
Their diet includes other flatworms. These 
fragile land planarians have the amazing 
ability to regenerate each piece as a 
complete animal if they break up. Scientists 

involved in stem cell and cancer research are 
very interested in them! Flatworms usually 
live under rocks or logs but in very wet 
times sometimes wander around in full view.

Our catch of antechinus that came inside 
(after we caught the bush rat) over about 

two weeks totalled 17; all were 
released about 200 metres away. 
How many were caught more than 
once is an unknown factor.

I saw the first echidna in daylight 
on 1 October. Bluetongue lizards 
and garden skinks came out when 
temperatures reached 16 degrees.

Flowers to watch for over summer 
include bearded, cinnamon and 
hyacinth orchids, bright lemon-
coloured wedge-pea and ground-
hugging golden goodenias. We 
could also be lucky enough to see 
tall blue lobelia.

left to right: Andrea Murphy, Jennie 
Vaughan, Bruce Miller, Ann Taylor, 
Elizabeth Frazer, Graeme Taylor, 
Graeme Robertson, Paul Higgot, Neil 
McDonald, Geoff Vaughan, Alison 
Chatfield, David Coulson, Mark Eibl, 
Graham Kneen
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Beaconhills Golf Club
Mary Griffin

The challenge for Beaconhills members in recent months has been 
to turn disappointment into opportunity with the help of dedicated 
hard work and enthusiasm. The land subdivision the club has been 
seeking over some years along McArthur Road was approved by 
Cardinia Council but ended unsuccessfully in August at VCAT. 

At the resulting special meeting of members there was an agreed 
change of board and direction. Alex McKay was installed as 
president of a steering committee to run the club until the next 
annual general meeting. Members strongly supported a $500 per 
head levy in order to alleviate cash flow. The focus of the new 
steering committee is to rejuvenate the golf club as a business in 
order to survive in the short term and in the long term remain an 
intrinsic part of Upper Beaconsfield.

There has been a golf course in Upper Beaconsfield since 1928 
with the Club itself formed in 1947. Our members are from the 
local area, many from the Dandenongs, surrounding suburbs and 
even further abroad. Over one hundred of our members have been 
members for more than twenty years—many of those significantly 
longer—our longest serving member joined in 1953. Where green 
fees players and members alike fall in love with our course they are 
really appreciating Upper Beaconsfield, from the many panoramic 
views we enjoy, always seeming to feature the water tower (does it 
move?), to the kangaroos, kookaburras, our five resident geese, the 
orchids, the open fire, the village atmosphere, the sense of humour. 
You may be surprised to find how many Upper Beaconsfield 
residents relocated to this area because they first discovered our golf 
course and how many aspire to move here in the future.

Recently, the members’ feelings of ownership and responsibility for 
the club have been tested and the challenge is being met, member 
initiatives have seen the office moved sideways to allow the view 
down the first fairway to be seen from the clubhouse (a big thank 
you to Vice Captain James Coughlin), the practice fairway is being 
revamped and the Lakes nine is shortly to reopen to play from the 
first hole. A calendar of events to raise money for the club, starting 
with a Christmas auction on 5 December is underway. The original 
founding members of 1947 could not display more loyalty, good 
humour and resilience than the members of 2009.

Beaconhills Golf Club’s Christmas Auction 
Saturday 5 December 2009 – please join us
If you can, please come to the Beaconhills Golf Club’s Christmas 
auction and join in the fun! It is on Saturday 5 December and the 
cost is $25 per head which includes a carvery meal, served from 
6 o’clock. There will be a band playing from 7 o’clock. Two large 
silent auctions, one finishing earlier and one later will be set up with 
bargains galore available for you to help your Christmas shopping. 
There will also be $20 lucky dips for sale. Peter Deering has kindly 
agreed to start the main auction at 8.30 pm. Anyone who would like 
to just come for the auction is welcome, there is no charge. We have 
some great holidays at holiday homes up for grabs—from Sorrento 
to The Buckland to Phillip Island to Tura Beach to Batemans Bay! 

There's a bottle of Grange, power tools, a bike rack, a hand crafted 
teddy bear, Coordinated Furnishings curtain packages totalling 
$3 000, dentistry worth $500, a garden design to the value of $300, 
trailer loads of wood, a new queen-sized mattress and base (country 
members David and James Boyd are bringing it down from their 
Forty Winks store in Bendigo), cases of wine, two learn to swim 
packages, hairdressing vouchers from Foxy, plenty of golf gear and 
golf games etc. There will be a "Grog Barrow" raffle (thank you to 
John and Scott from the General Store for your generous donation 
of the wheelbarrow) but more than that, the local residents’ support 
of the night would be much appreciated.

For bookings phone 5945 9210.

Barbara Jackson, Berwick/Upper Beaconsfield Red Cross Unit 

All service and emergency organisations in the area will be hoping 
for a less devastating and stressful fire season this summer.

Red Cross was heavily involved with registration of evacuees, 
first aid, catering and communications. The immediate aftermath 
involved massive support by communities throughout Australia 
with donations of money coordinated by Red Cross on behalf of the 
State Government.

As a result the annual March Red Cross Calling doorknock for 
2009 was cancelled. At time of writing I have not been officially 
advised, but presume, there will be a doorknock in March 2010. 
Upper Beaconsfield residents are wonderful supporters of this 
annual fundraising.

Many people like the money they spend on Christmas cards to 
support worthy causes. Australian Red Cross Cards, calendars and 
diaries are available for purchase at the Berwick Mechanics Institute 
Library or by phoning Barbara Jackson 5944 3554.

Please save your postage stamps, leaving a generous margin of 
envelope around them. They can be dropped off at the Library or 
phone the above number for collection.

The Mobile Blood Bank will be at the Narre Warren North Hall 
in late January and Pakenham Cultural Centre in February. 
Appointments can be made by phoning 131 495 or through  
web site www.donateblood.com.au

  Red Cross

Fridge Wanted! 
If you have a fridge that is still working but you no longer need, 
the crèche is desperate for a new fridge. If you can help please call 
the Community Centre on 5944 3484
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Primary School news
Starting school for the first time
Nick Karanzoulis, Principal

It has been an interesting transformation of the kinder children who 
will be starting school at BUPS in 2010. Since the children’s first 
visit to BUPS in May of this year to the most recent one, they have 
“grown” so much as they have been prepared so well by our prep 
teachers and of course their mums, dads and now more and more, 
their grandparents. The children feel confident and have very few 
reservations about one of those major events in life, that of entering 
the school system, officially on Tuesday 2 February.

School production
Performing arts and visual arts provide the colour and depth that is 
essential in our everyday life. The performance by our children with 
this year’s musical Best Foot Forward was something special. All of 
our children 
are to be 
congratulated 
on their 
performance. 
Their passion 
for the 
performing arts 
was evident 
from the 
opening by the 
school choir to 
the closing of 
the show with 
the grand finale. 
I would like to 
thank and also 
congratulate 
our music 
teacher Noel 
Brown for his 
direction of the 
show and for 
being in charge 
of a great team 
made up of 
students, teachers and parents. Thank you to all parents for assisting 
with the costumes and for their support with the production.

New gymnasium
After many challenging moments with the Education Department 
on how we could spend our $2 million from the Commonwealth 
Government’s stimulus package, we have finally been given the 
opportunity to purpose build a facility that our entire Upper 
Beaconsfield community can utilise. The result is going to be a 
gymnasium with a performing arts centre that can be used by our 
school during the day and made available to the general community 
after school hours. We are looking forward to staging after school 

programs such as basketball competitions, drama schools and art/
craft classes after school hours. It’s great to have the same builder 
for our third major capital works to BUPS, and who hails from the 
local area.

High achievers
Our High Achievers program this year gave some 40 children the 
opportunity to develop their skills through specific projects on 
environmental issues such as sustainability, the performing arts and 
the media. BUPS has been renowned for having students reach 
their full potential and matching the best in the state. This year, 
grade 4 student Sam Inskip, grade 3 twins Madeleine and Ashley 
Gerdan and grade 6 school captain Brendan Cooper have achieved 
outstanding results academically, whilst Megan Keen from grade 6 
finished 4th at the state athletics finals.

Building works
We have been fortunate enough over the past five years to have had 
many building works completed. We have seen the school replace 
the old portable buildings with permanent ones including 10 
classrooms, computer lab, administration wing and toilets. A new 
portico has been erected at the car park school entrance that will 
provide shelter from the rain and the full sun as children wait to be 
picked up by parents. Roofing has been replaced and trees trimmed 
to minimise the threat of bushfires.

The old administration wing has had a face-lift with external and 
continued on page 15
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Toy Library
The joy of giving
Marie Rogers

At Toy Library we have the privilege of 
seeing the joy on children’s faces when 
they arrive and see the amazing range of 
toys available, and also enjoy just as much 
seeing the surprised look on parents and 
grandparent’s faces when they find out 
how inexpensive it is to join. It is very 
rewarding knowing that we are providing a 
well needed service to the community and 
making it easy and convenient for many 
families to enjoy the advantages of having 
many toys available to them without having 
to buy or hire them. We must be doing 
something right, as this year we have an 

unbelievable 49 members.

It is said “what goes around comes 
around,” and this is very much so 
with the Upper Beaconsfield Toy 
Library. We are surprised with the 
generosity and kindness of the many 
number of businesses we approach 
for our fundraising purposes; some 
donating more than once and others 
who contact us offering donations 
and other support after hearing the 
good work that we do and that it is 
run by volunteers. We too know the 
importance of giving; donating the 
money raised from selling toys earlier 
this year to the Red Cross Bush Fire Relief 
Fund, it was a great feeling helping others 

in need.

Shopping tour fundraiser
The response to this year’s shopping 
tour was overwhelming; we had sold 
all seats available by early October and 
any cancellations were quickly filled. 
And any wonder! All shoppers received 
a free goodie bag choc-full of fantastic 
stuff; worth going just for the ‘goodie 
bag’ alone. The outlets were perfect 
for pre-Christmas bargains and we 
had heaps of great prizes to give out, 
some worth over $250. Ladies were 
sitting on and using their bargains as 
foot-rests, just to save space. Morning 
tea was delicious, all home-baked by 
the committee, yum! Lunch was a ‘top-
of-the-range’ two course meal with 
drinks. The money raised will be spent 
improving Toy Library’s shelving and 
storage system as well as adding more 
toys to our fantastic range.

What a great offer! 
Join Toy Library NOW for 2010 and take 
home a large toy over Christmas  
(conditions apply).

Toy Library is located at the Upper 
Beaconsfield Community Centre and is 
open Thursday and Saturday 9.30 to 10.30 
am during school term

Contact us on 5944 3484 or  
upperbeac.toylibrary @ yahoo.com.au 

Toy Library is closed after Saturday 19 
December* and re-opens Thursday 4 
February 2010*

*On days of Total Fire Ban in the Central 
District the Community Centre and Toy 
Library will be closed and on High Fire Risk 
days may also be closed.

A huge thank you to all our sponsors, 
members and staff at Upper Beaconsfield 
Community Centre for their support 
during 2009 

Merry Christmas from Toy Library
Pramod from Upper Beaconsfield Foodworks,  
pictured here at the Village Festival, is one local 
business who supports Toy Library

The new Beaconsfield Bendigo Bank kindly  
donated money to Toy Library recently, which was 

gratefully received

internal painting. The colours now match those of the other two 
new buildings. 

Parent and Friends
Our PFA worked diligently once again with events such as the 
walk-a-thon, the Defence Lake Attack Fun Run and the Music 
Trivia Night, raising many dollars which have been invested 
in technology with touch screen LCD TVs for all classrooms 
costing some $35 000. Thank you to PFA President Pauline 
Bachelard and her hard working team for the endless hours they 
have donated to BUPS. 

Parent helpers

We are fortunate to have a considerable number of parents who 
support many of our programs throughout the year and I thank 
them for giving our children the best opportunities possible to 
enjoy their learning and to be as successful as possible. Thank you 
to our reading mums, our Bridges tutors, and our Boys Mentoring 
coordinator. Thank you to all folk who have helped out at working 
bees, the HPV program, school camps, sports teams, school council 
and subcommittees.

On behalf of our excellent staff, I would like to wish the Upper 
Beaconsfield community a safe and enjoyable festive season.

continued from page 14
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Help for horses and horse 
owners
Sarie Miles and Pam Edwards

If there was one positive thing that came 
out of Black Saturday it was the tremendous 
response from individuals, groups, 
companies and governments in those days 
and weeks following the tragic fires.

Upper Beaconsfield Riding Club was 
no exception and sent the word out for 
donations of items such as headstalls, lead 
ropes, rugs, buckets and any other horsey 
things that could be of use to horse owners 
who had lost everything.

Many UBRC members and other horse 
owners in the district sorted through their 
sheds and donated items they no longer 
used. In a short time UBRC member 
Allison Quagliani’s carport was overflowing 
with donated items that were passed on to 
Triple R Equine Welfare.

Triple R Equine Welfare Inc. (TREW) 
based in the Healesville area, is a volunteer 
run, registered not for profit organisation 
that among other things carries out the 
rescue, recovery, rehabilitation and re-
homing of horses. They have now either 
passed the items on to those in need, or  
sold them to fund other much needed 
assistance. They assisted people who lost 
everything wherever they could, including 
nearby Gippsland.

An unexpected reward came as a result this 

collection process. One of the volunteers 
at TREW had mentioned in passing that it 
would be great for their organisation to have 
its own horse float as the volunteers always 
used their own. By coincidence, a friend of 
Allison’s had a good float she no longer used 
that she wanted to find a ‘good home’ for. 
The connection was made and this much 
needed gift was gratefully received  
by TREW.

In response to all this generosity Tanya 

Meldrum, General Secretary of TREW said 
“Because of the help and assistance clubs and 
individuals have given us we were able to help 
many people and horses. The float has become 
a huge help and is also being used in our 
new education unit at shows and festivals to 
promote the work we do.”

If you would like to know more about Triple 
R Equine Welfare Inc. look up  
http://www.triplerequinewelfare.org  
or phone 0405 138 665.

Upper Beac Riding Club

Upper Beac Tennis Club

Pictured with their ‘new’ float is TREW Vice president,  
Lyn Karman and General Secretary, Tanya Meldrum and equine friend.

Cam McCormick

Our Annual General Meeting in August resulted in some new (and 
old) faces on the committee. Thanks to Peter Durkin, Di Eibl and 
Matt Hutchinson for jumping on board the committee:

Nic Gamble (President), Callen O’Brien (Treasurer), Jenny 
McCormick (Secretary), Glenn Burridge (Vice President). 
Committee members Peter Durkin, Cam McCormick, Nikki Le 
Brocq, Di Eibl, Matt Hendrie, Matt Hutchison.

Many thanks go to Ian Jackson for his massive contribution over 
a number of years as President, Senior Coordinator and court 
maintenance man — rain, hail or shine. Ian, your efforts are very 
much appreciated and will be missed; but enjoy the extra time you 

now have for fishing, relaxing and not worrying about the courts. 
Thanks also go to outgoing committee members Ian Stanley and 
Leonie Collins for their contribution. Now for the news ...

Recent events
• Social night 14 November. This was a great chance for all 

members to have a free hit under lights. The radar gun was in 
operation as well as other themed courts. The lights were on, a 
free BBQ (7.30 pm) provided and the bar was open. 

• Senior Doubles Club Champs 15 November. This enjoyable 
round robin event for members started at 1 pm with a free BBQ. 

• Junior Club Champs 29 November 
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Nikki Le Brocq

Local teenager, 17 year old Jack Le Brocq was recently named one of 
the two CAMS Rising Stars for 2010. He will be racing a National 
Formula Ford at V8 meetings around Australia with the first CAMS 
drive being the Australian F1 Grand Prix in Melbourne.

This $60 000 scholarship includes a race prepared CAMS Formula 
Ford, AIS training and mentoring by some famous racing identities 
such as Mark Webber. One of the key objectives of the CAMS 

program is to create an environment that 
facilitates the development of racing 
drivers from national open wheel racing 
to the pinnacle of their chosen category.

Jack is very honoured to working with 
CAMS, AMSF and Minda Motorsport 
in 2010 and can’t wait to hit the track and 
race against some of the best drivers in 

Australia.

Jack started racing Go Karts at 
the age of 7, then moved to Open 
Wheel Formula Vees and will be 
competing in his first Formula Ford 
meeting with Minda Motorsport 
at the Island Magic race meeting at 
Phillip Island in November.

If your business would be interested 
in sponsoring Jack at a national 
or state level during the 2010 race 
season, please don’t hesitate to 
make contact on  
5944 3343 or 0419 114 482.

Still to come
• Mid-week ladies Christmas Party, 2 December. This kicks off 

with an (optional) round robin starting 10.30 am. For further 
details contact Jenny McCormick (5944 3617 or  
emcubed @ nex.net.au)

• Christmas party 5 December. This 
event is the social highlight of the 
tennis year. Free dinner, Father 
Christmas arriving at 7.30 pm and 
the finals of the club championships 
are some of the evening’s highlights. 
We hope to see every member at the 
club for this great event.

Inter-club competition
Well done to all winter teams that 
made the finals, and the lucky few that 
triumphed in grand finals (you know 
who you are!). Summer competition has 
begun, but it is never too late to register your interest in becoming 
an emergency/fill-in player. Anybody interested in playing should 
contact:

• Seniors:  
Nick Gamble (0438 443 756 or nic.g @ bigpond.com)  
for Pennant,  
Cam McCormick (0438 042 700 or cammo1 @ westnet.com.au) 
for West Gippsland District  
Peter Durkin (9215 3129, 5944 3765 or peter.durkin @ ato.gov.
au) for Waverley District

• Midweek Ladies:  
Jenny McCormick (5944 3617 or emcubed @ nex.net.au)

• Juniors:  
Nikki Le Brocq (5944 3343 or  
nicole.lebrocq @ bigpond.com.au)

Night tennis
Night tennis is the perfect way to spend a warm 
evening over summer. Please contact one of the 
following if interested in night tennis:

Monday (Beginner/Intermediate) 
Sharon Brockman 5944 3829

Tuesday (Intermediate/Advanced) 
Leanne Ricketts 5944 3910

Wednesday (Advanced) 
Nick Gamble 0438 443 756

Thursday (Beginner/Intermediate) 
David Harvey 5944 3385

Night tennis players are still required to be members, so to join-
up contact our Treasurer Callen O’Brien (5944 3430) for a 
membership application form.

Used tennis balls
With the increase in night tennis participation, and the break 
between winter and summer junior competitions, the club has a 
surplus of good quality used balls. Anybody interested in getting 
their hands on some should contact Nic Gamble.

Hope to see you at the courts

CAMS rising star
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Paul Deady and Ali Hudson

Upper Beaconsfield Scout Group has had 
a busy couple of months, with one of our 
main events being the official opening of 
the Barry Smith Den on 15 August. What 
a great afternoon we 
had with many past 
members returning 
to see the ideas and 
efforts that started over 
twenty years ago finally 
come to fruition. The 
Chief Commissioner 
of Victorian Scouts, Mr 
Bob Taylor conducted 
the ceremony giving us 
a potted history of how 
the den came into being. 
Barry then cut the 
ribbon and unveiled a 
plaque in his honour. A 
sausage sizzle afterwards 
provided by the Friends 
of Upper Beaconsfield 
Scouts rounded the day 
off. Sincere apologies 
to any past members 
we missed, we tried our 
hardest to track as many 
down as we could, but 
don’t have up to date 
details for everyone. You 
would have been most 
welcome. 

Barry was also awarded 
the Distinguished 
Service Medallion in 
recognition of his over 
20 years involvement in 
our Scout Group. 

The group committee has been involved in 
many different fundraising activities from 
the local firewood raffle that is always well 
received through to trivia nights and a bush 
dance at the igloo.

The different sections have all been running 
interesting and exciting programs. The 
activities in the cub section have included 
a bushwalk, camping, billy kart racing and 
cooking. We have also invested six new cubs 
with more to be invested into the movement 
by Christmas. Over the last few months two 

of our Cubs have been awarded their Grey 
Wolf awards — congratulations to Eamon 
McGrath and Sam Inskip. It is hoped that 
another couple of cubs will have achieved 
their awards very soon. The Scout troop 

has remained steady and again three Scouts 
have gained the highest scout award, the 
Scout Medallion. Well done to Jesse Carter, 
Daniel Sawyer and Harry Hudson.

The scouts have concentrating on the 
environment as well as activities like visiting 
the fire station at Tullamarine Airport, 
bike riding around Melbourne, camping 
and attending leadership courses. All this 
happening while 14 Scouts and two leaders 
are preparing for the upcoming jamboree in 
NSW at Christmas time. 

The venturers have continued with their 
challenging activities including hiking, rock 
climbing and parascending. Our numbers in 
the Venturer section continue to grow. 

On 3 October Sherryne Cadd (pictured 
with Bob Taylor) 
attended Government 
house for the official 
presentation of 
her Queens Scout 
certificate. The 
ceremony was 
preformed by the 
governor of Victoria 
Professor David de 
Kretser. This award 
is the culmination 
of Sherryne’s time in 
Venturing and is a credit 
to her and her leaders.

The oldest section 
Rovers have continued 
to quietly fulfil their 
motto of SERVICE.

Scouting really does 
imbue a sense of self 
confidence, community 
mindedness and 
leadership qualities 
in our youth, and 
encourages a healthy 
and active lifestyle by 
participating in so many 
varied activities. 

If you have a child of 
any age over 7 years and 
would like to learn more 
about being involved 
with scouting in our 
local community please 

feel free to contact Paul Deady on 5944 
4248 or ubscouts   @ danaprecision.com.au

Lastly, can anyone help us find out the 
origin of our brown and white scarf ? They 
usually have a story behind them, and we 
would love to hear from anyone who knew 
the exact date the group started and the 
history behind the colour scheme. Any 
information may be passed onto Kathy 
McGrath at the post office.

 Upper Beac Scout Group
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Upper Beac Pony Club
Marg Jones

Can you believe that there are only a few short weeks and the year 
will be coming to a close … where has the time gone?

The Upper Beaconsfield Pony Club has had another productive year 
with many of the items on our ‘to do list’ being achieved. This has 
been made possible by the brilliant work of our group of volunteer 
parents. These amazing people offer the little spare time they have 
to volunteer at our club. The activities are varied from being on 
the hard working committee, to grounds management, to running 
the canteen or arranging 
a rally for our riders every 
month. This was very evident 
at our major fund raising 
day held on 1 November 
2009 — Upper Beaconsfield 
Pony Club Show Jumping 
and Dressage Day. A very 
successful day was held and 
this was supported by the 
amazing positive feedback we 
have received from visiting 
riders from other clubs which 
will certainly spur us on to 
work even harder for next 
year’s event. 

We thank our major sponsor 
Cell to Cell, which is situated 
in Loveridge Walk, Berwick. 
We recommend that you 
visit Cell to Cell and see the 
friendly staff there for all 
your mobile phone needs 
– tell them that the Upper 
Beaconsfield Pony Club sent 
you! We also thank the Upper Beaconsfield General Store for their 
donations of gifts for our raffles and allowing us to set up our stall 
outside their front door on several Saturday mornings. To all the 
community members that supported our raffle a very big thank you. 
It was wonderful to see the community spirit was alive and well in 
Upper Beaconsfield. We also thank our other sponsors who make 
this day possible: Jump Wings, Robert’s Horse & Cattle Feed Bins, 
Retravision in Pakenham, Mitre 10 Pakenham, Village Massage 
Therapies, Officer Grain Store, The Trading Stables, Pakenham 
Produce and Skye Park Rugs.

And finally to each and every parent of the Upper Beaconsfield 
Pony Club that has so generously given up their time for the benefit 
of our children, the riders – the youth of our community, we 
sincerely thank you!

We welcomed back during our October rally, Brad Trewin (life 
member of the club) who instructed our senior riders for the 
morning. Brad and his mother Trish Trewin (also a life member) 
kindly assisted us with their experience for our Show Jumping & 

Dressage Day. Their input was greatly appreciated by all members 
of the club. The Trewin family has had a long involvement with our 
club so it was wonderful to see their faces back at our club and we 
hope to see them again in 2010.

Our November rally was a fun-filled day with our Games Rally. I 
know that all riders and their families looked forward to it. 

Our Pony Club year will come to a close on 13 December with our end 
of year Christmas Gymkhana for our riders. This is always a fun filled 
day with everyone having a great time, with lots of smiles to be seen …  

I wonder if Santa will make an early visit for the riders this year?

The club has already started arranging our riding instruction 
program for 2010 and is looking forward to having our regular 
instructors back as well as some exciting guest instructors from the 
equestrian world.

On behalf of the Upper Beaconsfield Pony Club may we take this 
opportunity to wish you all a joyful and happy Christmas with your 
loved ones and a safe and happy 2010. 

We pray that Upper Beaconsfield will remain ‘fire free’ but we urge 
all residents particular those with livestock to ensure they have a fire 
plan in place and are up to date with the latest fire information now 
available from the CFA.

If you own a pony or horse and are interested in joining our 
wonderful youth movement to learn more please don’t hesitate to 
look up our web site www.upperbeaconsfield.ponyclubvic.org.au for 
more details.
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Shire Information

 Gembrook Electorate
Tammy Lobato, Member for Gembrook

With the bushfire season now upon us, it 
was great to see some Upper Beaconsfield 
residents attend one of the two fire forums 
I recently held in Emerald and Warburton. 
Those who attended will I am sure agree 
that the information from the Country Fire 
Authority, the Department of Sustainability 
& Environment, Parks Victoria, Shire of 
Cardinia and the Office of the Emergency 
Services Commissioner was extremely 
helpful. Since Upper Beaconsfield is one of 
the identified ‘at risk’ towns for this season, 
it is vital that all residents have made fire 
plans and know what to do in the event 
of a bushfire. To assist constituents during 
this time, I have also printed a bushfire 

information poster which has contact 
numbers, and facts about vegetation 
clearance, emergency warnings and fire 
preparation. If you have not yet received 
one, or would like additional copies, please 
contact my office on 9796 1987.

An emerging environmental concern in 
the local area comes from the news that 
genetically modified (GM) canola is now 
being grown in Berwick. I have argued that 
the growing of GM crops actually takes 
away the choice from those who want their 
properties to be free of GM contamination, 
since crop seeds do not respect property 
boundaries. With local growers now 
planting this experimental crop, the future 
for this region, especially for organic and 

biodynamic farmers, is very uncertain. 

Preliminary studies have also shown that 
GM crops may pose a risk for those who 
suffer allergies. My position continues to 
be that a full moratorium needs again to 
be imposed on the growing of genetically 
modified crops until full and independent 
studies are completed. I would be pleased to 
hear from residents who would like to join 
this campaign for a GM-free Cardinia.

Please note change of address

5/ 6-8 Langmore Lane Berwick 3806

Tel: 9796 1987 
Fax: 9796 1891

E: tammy.lobato @ parliament.vic.gov.au 
www.tammylobato.com.au 

Hard and green waste collections coming up
With summer and another fire season approaching, Cardinia Shire 
Council is urging residents to start preparing now for the green 
and hard waste collections in November/December. Collections 
are underway and all items must be placed on nature strips the day 
before the due collection date.

Trucks will not return for material put out late, but will return for 
missed collections if residents contact WM Waste Management on 
9721 1915 by the Monday after the scheduled collection dates.

Mayor Cr Bill Pearson said the clean up was an important 
community service with an extra level of importance this year given 
the devastation of the last fire season.

“If residents use the collections to reduce flammable materials from 

their properties as well as clean them up, they will make important 
contributions towards their fire preparedness,” said Cr Pearson.

“The green waste and hard waste collections are opportunities not 
to be missed, especially this year,” he added.

Collection dates
Week of 30 November–4 December for residents whose regular 
garbage day is on a Wednesday

Week of 7–11 December for residents whose regular garbage day is 
on a Thursday

For detailed information about what can be placed out for 
collection visit www.cardinia.vic.gov.au or telephone 1300 787 624.

2010 Village Bell Subs $5     PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!

 Full Name:  ____________________________________________________________________

 Address:  ____________________________________________________________________

 Amount Enclosed: __________________________    Thank you for your support!

Village Bell subscriptions for 2010
The Village Bell is our community’s newspaper and is written, edited, 
compiled and collated by volunteers. It is produced 4 times a year 
and is delivered to every letterbox in Upper Beaconsfield by Australia 
Post. Each household is asked to pay $5 for their annual subscription 
which helps to pay for the Village Bell’s production. 

Subs for 2010 are now due and can now be paid at either the 

Community Centre, General Store or Post Office.

If you find it easier to pay by internet banking, please send payment 
to Commonwealth Bank of Australia, Account Name: Upper 
Beaconsfield Association Incorporated  
BSB 063-549, Account number 0080-0228

Please tag your payment with your name and VB Subs so we know 
who sent it. Thank you to those who have subscribed this year.


