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Jennie Vaughan has been a committee member of the Upper 
Beaconsfield Association since 1996.  She has been President from 
2006 to 2010 and previously from 1998 to 2001.  

At the local level Jennie has been president of the Upper 
Beaconsfield Pre-School, the 
Upper Beaconsfield Primary 
School Mother’s Club, a member 
of the school committee and 
a collector for the Red Cross 
Annual Appeal.  She has 
always been interested in local 
community activities.

In 1968 Jennie stood in the 
then Shire of Berwick local 
government elections and 
won the local riding election 
to become the first woman 
Councillor of the Shire.

Jennie, then as Jennie Billing, 
first came to Upper Beaconsfield 
during the Second World War 
to holiday at the guesthouses 
“Salisbury House” and 
“Runneymede”.

The Billings loved the area so 
much that in 1948 they bought 
a farm, “Pine Acres” in Sugarloaf 

Road, and moved to Upper Beaconsfield.  It was through the 
farm that Jennie developed her interest in agriculture which led 
to her graduating Bachelor of Agricultural Science  at Melbourne 
University.  Jennie also has a Diploma of Education and has been 

a senior biology teacher at 
St Margaret’s, Berwick, and 
Thornbury High School.

In 1959 Jennie was married 
at St John’s Church, Upper 
Beaconsfield and soon after 
moved into “Inglesby” in 
St George’s Road.  The four 
Vaughan children were all 
christened at St John’s Church 
and all attended the Upper 
Beaconsfield Pre-School and  
the Upper Beaconsfield  
Primary School.

Jennie’s nomination as the Upper 
Beaconsfield Citizen of the Year 
reflects on her more than 60 year 
association with the township, 
her contribution as a Shire 
Councillor, and most recently 
for her service for two terms 
as the President of the Upper 
Beaconsfield Association.

Jennie Vaughan:  
Upper Beaconsfield  

Citizen of the Year 2009

from left: Barbara Jackson, Keith Ewenson, and Citizen of the year, Jennie Vaughan



Village Bell   March 20102

Bell Credits
Editor 
Jo Carter 
Layout 
Marianne Rocke 
Photo Editor
Cameron Rocke 
Collation  
Noel Ling 
Advertising 
Helen Smith and 
Kaylene Cox 
Subscriptions  
Julie Born 
Mailing List 
Cheryl O’Gallagher 
Printing 
Graham Jackson 
Receiving copy: 
Helen Smith:  
editor.villagebell @  
gmail.com 
tel 5944 3219

Next issue: 
Copy deadline  
7 May. Issue date 
end of May 

No material from 
this publication may 
be reproduced in 
any manner without 
the permission of  
the editor  
tel 5944 3311 

The Village Bell 
wishes to advise that 
the views or remarks 
expressed in this 
publication are not 
necessarily the views 
of the volunteer 
Village Bell editorial 
or production team 
and no service 
or endorsement 
is implied by 
the listing of 
advertisers, sponsors 
or contributors. 
Although every 
effort is taken 
in reproducing 
and printing 
advertisements 
correctly, we take  
no responsibility  
for errors. 

The Village Bell 
is a member of 
the Community 
Newspapers 
Association of 
Victoria  
www.cnav.org.au

Bartlett, David & Sonja
Blyth, Sharon
Byrne, Lindsay & 

Glenys
Carl, Briony & Van 

Loon Jessica
Carpenter, DN & PA
Conn, Andrew & 

Melinda
Cooper, J & M
Day, Arthur, 
Dunstan, B & A
Edwards, Sally & 

Rewell, Andrew
Ewenson, Keith
Fenner, John
Fisher, Lyn & Ron
Floyd, John & Carolyn
Foodworks 

Supermarket
Gale family
Gerrard, Louise & Kett, 

John
Gibson, Tom
Griffin, Mary
Gwosdz, Sibylla
Halfpenny, P & M
Hapke, U B & P
Hay, Hilary
Hemme, Wolfgang
Hiam, Wendy
Hollingsworth, Ian & 

Conn Jenny
Howard, Mick, Marie & 

Matthew
Hudson, Ali
Humme, Helen
Hyland, V 
Inskip family
Jackson, G & B
Johnson, Anne
Jolly, Graham & Gay
Keon-Cohen, Sue & 

Chester
Kilmartin, T & D
Knight, Tony
Leitl, Julie & Oliver
Leonard, Donita
Levens, Laura
Ling, Noel
Maxwell, Philip & 

Dianne
McConchie, John & 

Julie

McCormick, Anne
McCormick, Jenny & 

Mike
McDonald, Neil & Pam
McKay, Grant & Marie
McLatchie, Ross & 

Carly
Merrigan, Ian & Liz
Miller, Gary & Jan
Morris, Lloyd & Lynn
Noone Family
Nowak, H & E
O’Brien, Rita & Leigh
O’Gallagher, Fergus & 

Cheryl
Owens, Paul & Liz
Paisley, John & Heather
Palmer, G & P
Pedden, Sharon
Pitt, Paul
Porz, Ross & Tess
Pritchard, Lawrie & 

Jennie
Randall, Sally & Phil
Robertson, Graeme
Rocke, Cameron & 

Marianne
Rose, Peter
Saddington, N & K
Sankey, Andrew & 

Sarah
Scott, Phil & Julie
Smith, Helen & family
Smith, Kathryn
Smith, Ken
Stephens, Mark & 

family
Sykes family
Taylor, Bob
Thomas Family
Thompson, Wendy
Truman Family
Tymensen, Brendan & 

Kylie
Van Loon
Vance, Bruce & Harris, 

Toni
Van Vliet, Lorraine
Vaughan, Jennie & 

Geoff
Weidemann, Gavin
Williams, Greg & Sally
Wilson, Charles

Rainfall at Barkala, Beaconsfield–Emerald Road
George Moir

Month 42 yr average 2009 2010
Jan 63.3 10.0 43.9
Feb 54.1 7.1
Mar 63.6 59.3
Apr 76.9 60.1
May 85.5 28.1
Jun 78.6 47.4
Jul 79.5 82.5

Aug 86.4 80.2
Sep 90.9 133.6
Oct 93.8 120.8

Nov 84.9 117.2
Dec 79.7 80.3

Total 937.2 mm 826.6 mm

Highlights:

• The last month of spring (November) followed above 
average spring rainfall.

• The first month of summer (December)was on average.

• The summary of 2009 rainfall  
January–June  49.6% of 40 year average 
July–December  119.8% of 40 year average 
Total year  87.9% of 40 year average

March Red Cross Calling
Red Cross Calling will be held in Upper Beaconsfield during March 
again this year. Last year the appeal was suspended due to the 
devastating bush fires throughout Victoria.

Upper Beaconsfield residents have always contributed most 
generously to the door knock and welcomed the volunteer callers, 
several of whom have called in the same area in excess of 20 years. 
They are regarded as friends on their “annual visit”.

I am always looking for a few more volunteer callers each year and I 
would welcome any calls on 5944 3554 if you can help.

Residences with electronic gates are becoming more prevalent and 
sometimes the family dogs barking at the gate are a bit off-putting, so 
if you haven’t received a call from a Red Cross volunteer by the end 
of March and would like to contribute your tax deductible donation, 
please phone the above number and I can arrange collection.

Thank you to all who bought Red Cross Christmas cards etc. last 
year. Approximately $4 800 worth of Christmas merchandise was 
handled by the Berwick/Upper Beaconsfield Red Cross Unit last 
year. The wonderful volunteers at the Berwick Mechanics’ Institute 
Library sold just over $2 000 of the total.

Red Cross
Barbara Jackson, Upper Beaconsfield Area  
co-ordinator

We thank our 2010 subscribers

We welcome our new advertisers in  
this issue of the Village Bell:
• Poolside, Beaconsfield operated by 

Adam and Isabelle Worthy offers 
swimming pool services, chemicals, 
equipment and repairs. 

• The Vet Centre at Army Road 
Pakenham, operated by Dr John 
Stewart, treating small animals  
and horses.

• A Worthy Body operated by Denee 
Worthy offers personal training and 
fitness services.
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Critchley Parker Junior 1911-1942
Charles Wilson

Critchley Parker Jr Reserve
The story behind this reserve has again 
received some limelight with the visit to 
Upper Beaconsfield of Professor Adam 
Rovner of Denver University. Adam is 
Professor of English and Jewish Literature 
and is making a study of the life of 
Critchley Parker Jr. 

In November 1932 Critchley Parker 
Junior, then aged 22 bought 52 acres 
of land in St. Georges Road Upper 
Beaconsfield where he first had a large 
swimming pool built, then an elegant 
house designed by prominent architect 
Roy Grounds.

The young man was known to have had a 
chest problem for which there was at that 
time no treatment, and it seems likely he 
was advised to live in Upper Beaconsfield 
by his doctor.

In 1940 he met and became enamoured 
of Caroline Isaacson, a journalist working 
with “The Age,” who made him aware of 
the terrible plight of the Jews in Europe, 
and their desperate need for a homeland. 

Critchley Parker Jr, although not Jewish, 
decided he would try to find a suitable place 
for the displaced persons to settle.

In 1937 Critchley Parker Senior 
had published “The Jewel of the 
Commonwealth,” a book praising Tasmania 
and its potential for development.

Parker Jr thought Tasmania might be a 
suitable place for the Jewish project, and 
approached the Premier Robert Cosgrove 
suggesting it as a possible site for a 
Jewish State for displaced Jews. Cosgrove 
considered the idea favourably and in 1941 
an official visit to Tasmania was arranged for 
visiting Zionist Dr Isaac Sternberg, Parker, 
and Isaacson.

In 1942 Critchley Parker Jr, who was said 
to be an experienced walker, returned to 
Tasmania, intending to explore the possible 
settlement area.

He was landed at the head of Bathurst 
Harbour on 28 March with enough food for 
10 days, expecting to reach Fitzgerald in a 
week. After he had been gone for a month 
search parties were organised and spent a 
fruitless week searching for him. 

On 4 September a fisherman and his sons 
who were forced to seek shelter in Port 
Davey, went ashore at Channel Bay. After 
they had gone inshore for about 30 yards 
they came across a small bag with “Help” 
written on it.

A short distance away 
was the remains of a 
tent, and a sleeping 
bag with the body of 
Parker in it. A diary, 
a compass, camera, 
films and a wallet of 
banknotes, and other 
items were nearby. 

The diary detailed 
his tragic story. He 
had set out in perfect 
weather, but on the 
third day, weather 
conditions became 
so bad that Parker 
who began to feel ill 
decided to make it 

back to Port Davey. The swollen rivers 
and dense bush slowed his progress to 
one mile per hour.

He was not well enough to continue 
the walk so he set up a sheltered camp 
by fresh water, and having a view of 
the bay. It had been arranged that he 
would send smoke signals in the event 
of trouble. 

Unfortunately the weather was against 
him, fog hiding the smoke, and 
eventually he ran out of matches.

He carefully rationed his food which 
lasted until 17 April, after which Parker 
began the struggle to keep himself alive 
with aspirin. At first he took 2 tablets 
a day; finally his ration was reduced to 
half an aspirin with water. 

During the time Critchley Parker Jr was 
confined to his camp, he began writing 
detailed suggestions for the inhabitants 
of the future settlement.

Finally, realising his end was near, he 
headed a number of letters with the 
words, ‘Mt McKenzie, Long Bay, My 
Permanent Address. He also gave 
directions about his will. 

The last entry in his diary was 13 June which 
read “Still Alive.” 

The Critchley Parker Junior reserve was 
donated to the State by his parents as a 
memorial to the gallant son they had lost in 
such tragic circumstances. 

Critchley Parker Junior as a school boy.  
Photograph courtesy of Vicky Sapkin

WANTED!
Old car and 
truck batteries
Saturday 13 March 2010

Leave batteries at 13 Salisbury Road  
8 am–3 pm, (near the Hall)

Get rid of those old batteries! Each battery 
delivered will provide $2 to the Village Bell.
Paul Whitfield Phone 0439 555 946 or 5944 4367 Email: 
paulwf @ bigpond.com.au
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Upper Beac Care Group
Matt McDonald (on behalf of the current committee: Ian McLean, Rosemary Bryen, David Myer and Barry Medwin)

Farewell and thank you  
End of an era 

The Upper Beaconsfield Care Group has 
been an active part of our community since 
soon after the Ash Wednesday fires. In that 
time the group has given assistance many 
hundreds of times to many families and 
individuals in times of special need. 

The Care Group, as well as providing 
emergency assistance to residents, has 
provided community information packages 
for new members of the community 
through the post office and also facilitated 
the local gatherings that have been part of 
Community Week in early February each 
year. The Care Group operated through a 
committee, with a Coordinator who would 
call on volunteers to provide the assistance.

Over the past few years the number of calls 

on the group has diminished until they have 
not been sufficient to keep a committee and 
group of volunteers usefully engaged. Hence, 
it is with some regrets and sadness that 
the committee has decided to wind up the 
Care Group. A great many members of the 
community have proudly been involved in 
the achievements of the group over the years, 
either on the committee or as volunteers.

The Care Group received funds for 
emergency relief from the Cardinia Shire 
Community Chest, and also some funds 
from the Shire to assist with administration 
cost such as photocopying and mailing. A 
small amount was received from residents 
in the form of donations. After consulting 
with the Cardinia Shire, it is the decision of 
the Care Group Committee to donate the 
remaining funds to the local Community 
Centre and the Fire Brigade. Each agency will 

receive a little over $500.

There will always be those in the community 
who, from time to time, will need the care and 
support of others. It is hoped that a sense of 
community concern and good neighbourliness 
will ensure that help will be forthcoming 
in these times. For particular assistance 
residents may still call the Upper Beaconsfield 
Community Centre initially and also the 
Three Cs Care Group in Pakenham. 

The Care Group Committee would like to 
thank all past members of the Committee, 
and all those who have volunteered their 
time and energy to provide help and support 
for those who requested it. No doubt the 
tradition of involvement and generosity that 
has characterised the Upper Beaconsfield 
community will live on, despite the passing of 
the Care Group.

Upper Beaconsfield Association
Jennie Vaughan, retiring President

With summer in full swing the main topic of discussion at the last 
UBA meetings has been fire prevention. There has been some action 
on clearing and related works but authorities have been reluctant to 
act as requested. We can only hope that the mild temperatures will be 
maintained for the season.

The “Notice Board” has been the subject for ongoing negotiations, 
there is some progress with it but thankfully the “Store” window still 
functions very well as a public notice area.

Arrangements for Christmas Carols were carried out by Neil 
McDonald for the last time. He has done a very good job over the 
years and UBA is grateful to him.

After some negotiations with various people the “garden” under the 
birch trees at the corner of Beaconsfield–Emerald and St. Georges 
Roads has been tidied up satisfactorily. Thanks to the people who 
made that possible.

A Four Towns meeting was held at Upper Beaconsfield in December 
with the same results as usual, local groups discussing their problems. 
Roadside weeds are a common problem across the Four Towns.

The speaker at the general meeting in December was Tania Winn 
from Cardinia Council, a Community Awareness Consultant 
(Bushfire Preparedness), her topic was closely related to her title and 
her talk was informative.

At this meeting there was discussion on the Village Festival, especially 
with regard to finance and insurance. Plans are well under way.

The Beaconhills Golf Club was a topic for discussion, with the 
planning scheme considered, and Cardinia Council and the Green 

Wedge Coalition featuring as interested parties.

It was noted at the December meeting that Sheila Marshall, a former 
50-year resident of Upper Beaconsfield, had died on 1 December.

At the Annual General Meeting on 3 February there was a good 
attendance, compared to mid-winter standards. The new UBA 
Committee was elected, at this stage office bearers have still to  
be decided.

It was disappointing to find that the banner for UBA meetings was 
vandalised just before the AGM.

P.S. Reminder about dead-heading Agapanthus, .... please!

Treasurer’s report Year ended 31 December 2009

Jo Carter/Arthur Day

Cash inflow and outflow
The bank balance at 31.12.2008 $2 417.10
Shire grants $1 500.00
Income  $7 320.07
Total  $11 237.17
Plus: monies held on behalf of festival committee $2 697.16
Less: Cash expenses $4 504.30
Bank balance 31.12.2009 $9 430.03

The next meeting  for the UBA will be held on  
Wednesday, 7 April at 8 pm  

Community Complex  
* Everyone is welcome *



Village Bell   March 2010 5

About Town

Condolences
The Village Bell committee expresses our heartfelt sympathy to 
our fellow editor, Helen Smith, on the sudden and sad loss of her 
husband, Barry, on Friday 19 February 2010.

Daze and daze of blue haze
Cameron Rocke

The fire season is still upon us—we all know that—but there will 
still be a day in this coming autumn where it will be declared open 
season for us to put a match to our waste leaves, sticks and branches. 

At this time the atmosphere is often restive delivering 
us long sunny days and little wind to disperse the 
collective clouds of smoke our burn-offs produce. 

This scene is not pleasant for those who suffer allergies, 
or anyone who wants to see further than a few hundred 
metres. ‘A necessary evil,’ you may venture—well not 
entirely. It’s not what you need to burn that makes all 
the smoke. It’s how you burn it. 

To make your fire burn you need fuel—anything from 
eucalypt twigs that easily burst into flame, to leaf piles 
that take all day to reduce to ash, to damp or green 
material—slow burning because they are full of water. 

The next ingredient is oxygen, which is provided 
for free courtesy of nature. Something not to do 
is to smother a small bed of  hot coals with a full 
wheelbarrow of leaves depriving the burning part of the 
fire of oxygen.

The last, but not least ingredient is heat. The level of heat, in or 
around a fire, makes a noticeable difference in how long it takes to 
reduce fuel to ash. 

If fuel, oxygen and heat is poorly mixed on our burn-offs, we end 
up with smoke. Much of the vapours in smoke are simply burnable 
particles, and if the conditions in the fire were better, there would 
have been orange flames and very little smoke instead.  

Now imagine if you threw your driest, most burnable material on 
your burn patch first. Light it up, stand back, let it go. Ten minutes 
later, the remaining coals will be still too hot to stand next to. What 
you have created is a wonderful cell of heat. 

Next, on a third of your very hot coals, throw on some leaves, the 
ones that normally billow smoke all the way down your road. You 
will see them ignite and let loose their normal allocation of smoke, 
but fifty centimetres higher though, the smoke will have magically 
disappeared. The concentrated heat of your fire has burnt the leaf 
smoke —magic! 

So that’s all there is to it. Make the hottest core of coals your fuel 
allows you. Then throw on the leaves and your moist or greenish 
stuff, in measured amounts and watch their smoke simply vanish.   

You can make a start by separating out ‘heat producing’ materials 
now, and burn them as starters when the restrictions come off. The 
rest will be crystal clear to you.

Speed signs
Helen Smith

Laura Levens reports that drivers may not be aware that Leppitt 
Road speed limit has recently been reduced to 80 km/h all the way 
to Toomuc Valley Road.

This is a much safer speed limit. Previously it was 100 km/h in some 
sections, along a road that is quite winding. Personally, I drive along 
that road comfortably at 70 km/h. Otherwise you have to brake at 
every corner and I do not like to thrash around those corners. No 
wonder they have to put up Armco barriers to stop people going 

over the edge.

Albers Road is another road that needs the 
advisory and speed limit signs rationalised. 
It is very confusing at the moment, going 
from 80 to 35 and back again within short 
distances.

But the recently completed large yellow 
safety signs and the barriers really are an 
eyesore. The safety works in Albers Road 
works consisted of sealed shoulders, line 
marking, appropriate signage and 900 
metres of guardrail. Black spot funding 
of $317 000 for the project was supplied 
by VicRoads through the Federal 
Governments Nation Building Fund.

In Tasmania there are speed limit signs 
outside the towns and underneath the 100 

they read “It is a limit not a challenge” How sensible! Too many 
people here treat speed limit signs as a challenge. They then want 
the bends straightened out, barriers put up and trees removed to 
make the roads safe. 

Economic strategy for Upper Beaconsfield 
Helen Smith

This summary of the 2009 township strategy plan continues from 
the last issue.

Upper Beaconsfield is primarily a dormitory town with residents 
commuting for employment. Upper Beaconsfield’s town centre is 
the economic hub of the township and offers a limited number of 
retail and commercial activities mainly located along Beaconsfield–
Emerald Road. The town centre is generally used by residents for 
convenience purchases, with larger shopping requirements being 
met by facilities at larger towns nearby. The present shopping strip 
retains a random pattern of development with retail and commercial 
uses, interspersed with housing and undeveloped lots. 

The core area of the shopping strip along Beaconsfield–Emerald 
Road is recommended to be preserved as the focus for retail and 
commercial activity utilising the existing Business Zone, while infill 
development opportunities along Salisbury Road are recommended 
to occur in a staged manner once the re-development of Charing 
Cross Park has occurred. 

continued page 6
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About Town

The following issues need addressing—improve the strength of the 
current town centre, the lack of local employment opportunities, 
improve the visual amenity and character of the township, the need 
to develop local tourism, and support for the business community. 

Strategies to improve Upper Beaconsfield’s economic health
• Prepare an economic development and promotional plan to 

attract business and tourist interest in the Upper Beaconsfield 
Township in consultation with the local business community.

• Provide support in the management and assist in the 
promotion of local events and marketing of key recreational 
and environmental assets, through Council’s training and 
networking programs.

• Facilitate the establishment of the Upper Beaconsfield 
Business Group.

• Identify sources of funding to beautify the streetscape and 
strengthen the town centre in collaboration with the Upper 
Beaconsfield Association and business community.

• Investigate land use opportunities for land located along 
Salisbury Road, east of Charing Cross Park, when the 
intersection at Beaconsfield–Emerald Road and Salisbury 
Road has been upgraded. This area is encouraged to be 
utilised for restaurants, cafes, art galleries, local community 
cultural needs and related retail facilities.

• Investigate the appropriate location for a visitor tourism 
and community noticeboard in consultation with the local 
community.

Beware VOIP phones
Helen Smith

Telecommunications technology is developing rapidly and it is difficult 
for mere mortals of a certain age to keep pace with the changes.

My daughter decided to help cut costs she would change to a VOIP 
phone. This stands for Voice Over Internet Protocol. It works via 
your internet connection and you can ring anywhere in Australia 
for the very cheap cost of 10c per untimed call. No STD and low 
monthly fees; it seems too good to be true. Well, it is for you if you 
have it, but for any poor chumps who try and ring you from their 
troglodyte landline it costs a bomb. You can imagine how my jaw 
dropped when checking the bill. One call cost $4.60.

I decided to make a complaint to the Telecommunications 
Ombudsman. They were very prompt in attending the complaint, 
and investigated it thoroughly. But to no avail. My daughter lives 
in Narre Warren. Previously I could ring her on a local untimed 
call rate. But now, as the landline call goes to a computer server 
somewhere in Melbourne to get bounced back to the VOIP phone 
(instead of the local tower in Emerald) it is deemed a STD call.

So now I text my daughter and then she rings me if we need a 
good chat. On principle I am not going to pay the telco for these 
outrageously priced calls. I cannot see how it can cost them any 
more to provide the service, and the drawing of a line on a map is 

arbitrary and unfair. So they are going to lose out on my custom. 
Telcos treat their customers as cash cows as they try to find extra 
ways to milk them of money.

By the way, I can chat with my son (who is overseas) via the Internet 
for nothing—just download the free program. I can even see him by 
using a webcam. But the downside is the internet phone calls can be a 
bit scratchy and drop out at times. I also heard recently that Australian 
users pay more for their text messages than in any other country. 

Carols by candlelight
Neil McDonald

Despite a wet Christmas Eve, our local Carols by Candlelight 
proved to be a great success. An ”executive” decision was made 
about 4 pm to set up inside the Community Hall and this was 
vindicated when steady rain started falling around 6.30 pm and 
continued throughout the evening. This did not stop over 200 
people turning up filling the Hall to overflowing.

Santa made his entrance laden with sweets and much ho ho hoing  
to the delight of the children.

Peter Brown our Compere together with Peter McLean on 
keyboard and cousin John on the saxophone provided excellent 
accompaniment to the Upper Beaconsfield Choir under the 
enthusiastic direction of Tess Porz. The ten members of the choir 
together with Tess were just wonderful.

Peter Brown’s rendition of Jerusalem was stirring and brought 
many of the audience to their feet while O Holy Night and Mary’s 
Boy Child sang by accomplished tenor, Ken Harris was a highlight 
of the evening. 

It was a great night with plenty of positive feedback. I would like 
to emphasise that regardless of the weather, Upper Beaconsfield 
Carols WILL ALWAYS GO AHEAD. The Hall can accommodate 
around 200 people and the intimacy can add a different dimension 
to the atmosphere.

I would also like to acknowledge the following residents, who 
for years have always been relied upon to turn up to do their 
bit to ensure a successful event. Keith Ewenson, Jenny Vaughan 
(introduction); Lyn & Ron Fisher, Helen & Barry Smith (food 
& drinks); Tony Knight, Barry Carter and his three grandsons, 
Nicholas, Benjamin & Lachlan (setting up); Julie Born and the 
PFA (sweets); the Local CFA crew (who look after our safety 
and transport and the white bearded man in the red suit); Ruth 
Hainsworth (behind the scene). Thank you, your contribution is 
greatly appreciated.

We look forward to seeing you all next Christmas Eve. 

continued from page 5

Summer music at Emerald Lake Park
Cardinia Council at Emerald Lake Park is presenting a second 
outdoor concert for the whole family to enjoy. 

GuitArvo, the acoustic duo of Dean Blaich and Richard Fenton will 
perform soulful music with Latin flavours on Sunday 14 March 2010 
from 3.30–5pm (weather permitting). Free Entry.
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UB Rural Fire Brigade
Liz Brandie, Secretary

Anniversary of the 7 February 2009 bushfires
At noon on 7 February 2010, Upper Beaconsfield Fire Brigade held 
a minute’s silence in respect for the victims of the bushfires. The 
Australian flag flew at half-mast in every fire station in Victoria.

In the stricken areas, 
the trees are starting to 
regenerate, the forest 
floor is cleared of leaf 
litter and debris. We 
hope the friends and 
families of the victims 
can now start to 
rebuild their lives.

Community Fire 
guard groups
Community 
fireguard (CFG) 
is a community 
development program 
designed by CFA to 
help reduce the loss 
of lives and homes 
in bushfires. It assists community groups to develop bushfire survival 
strategies which suit their locality, level of risk, lifestyle, environment 
and values.

Recent history shows that bushfires are extremely dangerous. If 
residents take responsibility for their bushfire safety and prepare 
themselves, they can reduce risks by learning survival strategies and 
take stock of their surroundings as possible fire hazards: 

• Do you live in a no through road or is your road lined 
with trees?

• Where are the escape routes from your property in 
emergency situations?

• Which side of your property is the most forested and fuel 
laden, this includes over the hill not visible from your 

property? An aerial photograph may be a good investment.

• Does your bush land comprise of stringy bark or have a row of 
pine trees that are highly flammable?

• Importantly, are you aware of the wind’s direction at all times 
during the bushfire season?

• Do you have any elderly or physically challenged neighbours?

• Are you aware of your neighbours’ bushfire safety plans, 
have your neighbours already left their house in the morning 
or are they still home ready to defend, is it defendable and 
are they capable?

• Do you know if your neighbour has an adequate fire fighting 
water supply, pump or house water sprinkling system?

• Has your neighbour constructed a fire bunker and do you 
know where it is located?

Neighbours are often the first and sometimes the only assistance 
that residents can count on during a major bushfire and a good 
source of physical and emotional support.

As we have seen, there are bushfires and fire storms. Bushfires become 
fire storms when conditions like strong gusty winds, long periods 
without rain, high temperatures, low humidity and high density forest 
fuels come into factor. We should be aware on these conditions.

CFA cannot guarantee to provide individual assistance to every 
person and home during a major bushfire and recognise that many 
people may have to face a fire without assistance.

Whether your plan is to leave early or actively defend, we realise that 
in some circumstances, even well prepared properties can become 
undefendable under certain conditions.

The Community Fireguard groups are formed when residents of a 
local area choose to participate in the program. They are made up 
of neighbours living in a shared bushfire risk environment and are 
suitable for all residents whether they are planning to leave early or 
stay and actively defend their properties.

For more information about Community Fireguard program or to 
find out how to establish a CFG group phone VBIL 1800 240 667

Website www.communityprograms.cfa.vic.gov.au

Upper Beaconsfield’s Village Festival is 
always an occasion anticipated to bring 
delight and pleasure to residents. This year 
was no exception. That Council supports 
such events is greatly to its credit and gives 
due recognition to the efforts of this and 
other communities.

Australia Day with its Citizenship 
component was conducted with great 
dignity, respect and yet with considerable 

joy for what our country means to us.

I commend Upper Beaconsfield 
Community Cenre upon resuming a 
training program with multiple courses 
and varied content. I admire the zeal of this 
group and the thoughtful, detailed planning 
that precedes each term’s activities. 

It’s good to see improvements in regard 
to parking at Upper Beaconsfield Reserve 
taking place. School and Council 

complementing each other and all in 
conjunction with consultation with 
relevant groups.

With the new year now well under way, may 
it be productive and to the advantage of all.

Interest has been shown in the penalties that 
Council can impose where infringements 
have taken place. I’ve undertaken to present 
details on this matter at Upper Beaconsfield 
Association’s April meeting.

Ranges Ward
Mayor Graeme Legge
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Spend less time cutting through the red tape and more time running your business. Simply hop onto our website and 

take advantage of our business planning tools. And while you’re there, you can also create an account online to manage your 

forms. Better still, you can discover the different workshops and seminars we host to help your business run smoothly. 

Look for us at www.business.vic.gov.au  For any language translation services, please call 131 450.

Is your passion getting lost in paperwork?

Big ideas. Small business.
business.vic.gov.au

SBV 0006_297x210 MONO_O.indd   1 4/2/10   2:18:19 PM
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Community Centre
Sarah Johnson, Coordinator

Community survey results
In December 2009 we distributed 1 300 Upper Beaconsfield 
Community Centre surveys via the Village Bell and the 
Beaconsfield Upper Primary School. We had a disappointing 
number of returns. This really surprised me as I had been speaking 
to lots of people around the community and they had lots of things 
good and bad to say about the Centre. Maybe people have concerns 
putting things in writing, too busy, didn’t see it! The feedback we 
did get was very constructive. Overall there was a positive feeling 
about the Centre, courses and the staff. People had some great 
ideas about new programs they would like to see introduced. Any 
negative feedback was based around the layout and lack of publicity 
for the Centre. I now recognise it may be time to introduce a new 
way of gathering people’s opinions!

Congratulations to Amanda Dunstan from Upper Beaconsfield for 
winning the draw prize offered to those returning the surveys.

Focus group needed
It is often hard to gauge what programs will best suit the 
community! What activities are fresh and innovative? Crafts work 
one term and not the next! My position as program coordinator 
is to make sure programs are run effectively and efficiently. I will 
not always be able to guess what you might want. I am proposing 
to run a focus group with representatives from all members of our 
community. This group will look at current programs and discuss 
new initiatives for the future. The group will meet once every term, 

with no further commitment. You do not have to attend every focus 
group discussion. I am inviting you to come share your ideas and 
thoughts for the Centre’s programs. The first discussion has just 
taken place. I look forward to seeing you at a future discussion.

New tutors required
Have you ever thought of sharing your skills/talents with others? The 
Community Centre offers a great opportunity to do this. Serving 
your community is highly rewarding. We are looking for new tutors 
for our 2010 course program. Can you teach craft, a language, sport or 
another skill? If you would like the opportunity to try, please contact 
us at the Centre. Not only will this make a difference in your life, it 
will definitely make a difference in someone else’s.

Amendments to term 1 2010 course program
HipHop 5+ was advertised for 5.15–6.15 pm.  
The correct time is 5.45–6.45 pm.

HipHop 12+ was advertised for 6.15–7.15 pm.  
The correct time is 6.45–7.45 pm.

St Patrick’s Day lunch 17 March
Are you Irish, know someone who is Irish or just want to join in the 
celebration? This is a good opportunity to meet fellow Irish folk and 
celebrate Irish Culture. Irish stew, soda bread and a good dose of 
fidde-ee-dee will be supplied.

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

Wed 17 March 12.30–2.30 pm at the Community Centre

Cost $10 

Make this year your year to volunteer
Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre needs you!

Call 5944 3484

Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre Inc.

Annual General Meeting
23 March 2010 at 7.30 pm

at the Upper Beaconsfield Hall

This is your Community Centre. It is managed by a voluntary 
Committee of Management which usually meets on a monthly 
basis, and is drawn from members of the community.

All positions on the Committee will become vacant at the 
Annual General Meeting and members are invited to nominate 
for positions on the Committee. Nominations must be made at 
least seven days prior to the date of the Annual General Meeting.

The Centre is a not for profit incorporated association 
established in 1983 and receives funding from Federal, State 
and Local government. It offers accredited training, recreational 
courses, health and exercise classes, a licensed Crèche, Toy 
Library, social opportunities and support groups. Daily 
administration is undertaken by paid staff and the Committee 
of Management is responsible for the financial management and 
governance of the organisation. .

Nomination forms are available on our website  
at www.ubcc.org.au

All Welcome.

UBCC Crèche
Enrolments taken for 2010

Please come and visit our beautiful gem.

The Upper Beaconsfield Community centre Crèche is set in 
beautiful parkland environment and is a community run crèche. 
A maximum of only 26 children with family discounts available. 

We have mature, experienced, wonderful staff !! Regular or 
occasional care is available. The UBCC crèche has been caring for 
the communities’ children for over 23 years, so please support us.

Our hours are 8.30 am–4 pm, with no set session times or daily 
time limits.

Please call the Upper Beaconsfield 
Community Centre on

5944 3484 or drop by. 

“It takes a village to raise a child”



On Saturday 20 February the people of 
the Upper Beaconsfield came together to 
celebrate community week with market 
stalls, entertainments and a fantastic fun 
run. This year the Festival was centred 
in the heart of Upper Beaconsfield at 
Charing Cross and extended past the Milk 
Bar to the CFA Building. Community 
Week was originally started by the Upper 
Beaconsfield Association and this year 
was once again financially supported 
and endorsed by this group of dedicated 
residents and the Cardinia Shire Council.

Tammy Lobato MP officially opened 
the festival by firing the starting gun for 
the 2010 Charity Fun Run, with a crack 
which must have been heard by all of 
Upper Beac. The run this year went from Charing 
Cross down Beaconsfield–Emerald Road, through the 
vacant land to Sugarloaf Road and the Water Tower 
then down hill back through McKenzie Road and 
Salisbury Road to arrive back at Charing Cross. The 
CFA did their usual fantastic job of marshalling with 
the help of the Scouts offering water to thirsty runners 
throughout the course. The Fun Run set a new 
participation record with 101 runners entering the 
event. Sponsorship was generously provided by Step 
into Life who donated one month’s personal training 
sessions and Elite Footwear and Fitness who donated 
a $200 voucher each to the first male and female over 
the line, and our special fun run raffle winner received 
a year’s subscription to the Running Magazine. Our 
new Mayor Graeme Legge sponsored the trophies for 
the event, and presented the awards to the winners 
in each category.  Congratulations to Frazer McGill 
and Kathleen Hanson (U12), Rennie Lewis (2nd 
overall) and Bridget Hanson (12-16s), Iseyas Hailu 
(1st overall) and Juliette Haddow (17-29s), Rupert 
van Donger and Leoniz Anziri (1st woman to finish) 
(30-39s), Matt McArthur and Meegan Rann (40-49s), 
Andrew Edwards and Sharon Wyatt (50+).

Sam Haw’s winning entry in the art competition age 4–7

Leoniz Anziri, first woman to finish the run, 
receives her trophy from Mayor Graeme Legge

Stan Hamilton’s “Springrose”,  
complete with a “refreshing shower”

Entertainment included a giant slide, the popular 
rock climbing wall, a new favourite in the bungy 
trampoline and Sponge Bob activity centre – all were 
enjoyed by a variety of ages. Musical entertainment 
came from the Berwick Secondary College musicians 
and local talent Daniel Cooper with Rick and the 
Legends also supporting the day with cover songs and 
lots of fun. An art and photographic show was run at 
the Community Centre Hall and an animal nursery 
in Halford Street gave the little members of the 
community a chance to cuddle their favourite animal. 
Market Stalls represented a variety of local community 
groups and interesting offerings along with cakes and 
fairy floss being consumed throughout the day. The 
CFA sausage sizzle was well supported as usual and a 
favourite with the crowd so close to the anniversary of 
Black Saturday. 

The Upper Beaconsfield Village Festival was a fantastic 
way to celebrate our community and would not be 
possible without the support of the local businesses 
and their generous donations – Congratulations to our 
raffle sponsored by many of the Upper Beaconsfield 
businesses: The Milk Bar, Foodwise, The Post Office, 
Phenix Hair Salon, Thrifty Link Hardware, Pine Grove 
Hotel, and Glendower Restaurant.

The Village Festival steering committee (Tom Gibson, 
Liz Grigg, Bob Taylor, Liz Gates and Wendy Hiam) 

would like to thank The Upper Beaconsfield 
Association and the Cardinia Shire for being 
major sponsors for this worthwhile event 
and the residents of Upper Beaconsfield for 
participating and supporting the Festival. If 
you would like to join the committee, please 
contact one of the committee members 
or drop us a line at ubvillagefest@gmail.
com.  We hope you enjoyed celebrating our 
community.  Profits from the Village Festival 
are reinvested in the following year’s events 
with a donation to the CFA and the Scouts 
who provide much assistance to the day.  We 
thank the community for their support.

Upper Beaconsfield  
Village Festival 2010

Photography competition – My special place. 
Junior section winner: Kirsten Yorke “My Baby”

Photography competition – My special place.  
Adult section winner: Sarah Walsh “Jake’s special place” 

Iseyas Hailu first to 
finish the Tower Run
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Nature Notes
Laura Levens

Wildlife Watch
So far so good this summer at of end of January as I write this. We 
feel more secure now sprinklers have been installed around the 
house and have changed to an electric start fire pump more suited to 
ageing muscles than a pull-start diesel pump.

Some weeds have at last slowed down their growth just in time for 
Spanish heath to need attention with cut and paint treatment. No 
rest for the wicked they say.

During weeding activity last spring/early summer we found over 
100 new species of small wildlife for this property. Bugs (smallest  
1 mm), beetles, weevils, moths, flies, grasshoppers, caterpillars: 
green, yellow and spotty, spiders and one butterfly so my camera was 
kept busy. Look at this web site www.phenomenica.com/2009/11/
jumping-peacock-spider.html to see the amazing tiny, brightly 
coloured spider that we found. 

Quite a few of our 43 wild orchid species didn’t appear and two that 
did only produced leaves. Blue sun orchids, nodding greenhoods 
and common onion orchids were prolific. Seven other species of 
greenhood didn’t come up at all. The rosy hyacinth orchid did very 
well from Christmas Eve into January.

Now is also the time to plan the dead-heading of agapanthus that 
have been making such a beautiful showing. Plants are coming up 
among the bush and will crowd out the local indigenous beauties if 
they are not controlled.

Upper Beaconsfield Conservation Group
2010 is the International Year of Biodiversity. UBCG hosted 
a display at the Village Festival on 20 February to illustrate the 
amazing natural biodiversity around Upper Beaconsfield. 

Trees, shrubs and grasses are obvious to all but we are not always 
aware of the small beauties and curiosities living amongst them. 
Beetles that sparkle and shimmer, a tiny spider that hoists a tail like 
a peacock during mating display, flatworms in colours from black to 
blue through yellow, moths from 2 mm to 5 cm body length and a 
bug that has a frill reminiscent of an early maid’s uniform—all part 
of the diversity of the tree of life. Not to mention grasshoppers, 
mosquitoes and flies! And what about the shy retiring wildflowers, 
including over 90 orchid species. 

Meetings of UBCG are held at the Arts Annex at the Community 
Complex in Salisbury Road at 8 pm on the 2nd Wednesday of each 
month except January.

Landcare
Neil McDonald

The summer months are a relatively quiet time for Landcare 
although the Indigenous Nursery is back in full swing and bulging 
with plants. Construction of another storage shed will take place in 
the next month or so.

Our Group has obtained a significant grant from Melbourne 
Water to do extensive planting along Grassmere Creek in Casey in 

conjunction with Parks 
Victoria and this will 
happen after the keenly 
anticipated autumn  
rains arrive.

There have been a number 
of recent reports in the 
media concerning a serious 
decline in bird numbers in 
Victoria, brought about by 
generations of land clearing 
and a prolonged period of 
drought conditions.

Revegetation by Landcare 
Groups can assist but 
massive government action 
is required given the scale 
of the problem. Further 
information is available on 
the following website.

http://www.monash.
edu.au/news/newsline/
story/1532

Illustration: Val Ewenson
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Primary School news
Nick Karanzoulis, Principal

We have experienced another very smooth start to the school year, 
mainly due to a thorough Prep transition program that started in 
term 2 last year. According to research, the transition-to-school 
time can have a long-term impact on a child’s academic and social 
development. A successful start to school life provides children with 
a positive image of the child as a learner and more likely to cope 
with change. Isn’t this also true of our transition to the workforce 
and starting our own family? Our new preps settled into our school 
routine with ease. Their parents spent the first half hour of the 
children’s formal education with them, taking many photos that 
will be treasured for life. This was followed with a special morning 
tea for the parents as they shared stories of how well their children 
have made the transition from kindergarten and the excitement that 
will come with having their child in preps. Our local kindergarten 
teachers are to be congratulated on their work in preparing the 
children for primary school. A job well done!

Term 1 is always a pleasant one as we re-establish the learning 
partnership of the school and the home through information nights, 
getting to know you sessions and the annual welcome to BUPS 
BBQ for our prep parents and new families to our school. As part 
of our Celebrating BUPS learning unit, the Bushwahzee Band 
introduced our children to many traditional Australian songs and 
dances. This was followed in the evening with a performance by the 
band and plenty of dancing by the children and their families. 

This term our grade 5 and 6 children are participating in the Public 
Speaking Program that was first introduced in 2008. This program 
develops the children’s public speaking skills, their confidence and 
self esteem as well as providing them with a structure that they can 
follow in planning a speech. In term 2, our grade 5 and 6 children 
will be visiting Sovereign Hill as part of their Camps Program. 
Whilst there, they will be assuming the life of students as it was in 
the 1860s. This should prove to be a great learning experience for 
them and the development of an appreciation of our past.

Two new staff have joined BUPS, Ms Smith and Ms English, and 
we wish them all the best as they have so much to contribute to 
our school. Parent helpers have been involved in two training 

programs namely Bridges and Developing Literacy Partnerships. 
These parent volunteers are very passionate about supporting our 
literacy programs and will be assisting individual children with their 
literacy development. As part of our physical education program, 
the swimming carnival/House Swimming Sports for our grade 
3–6 children was held at the magnificent Pakenham outdoor pool. 
The school swim team was selected through the various trials and 
they very excited about representing our school at the District 
Championships. 

In early February, Tammy Lobato, Member for Gembrook visited 
BUPS, addressing children about the importance of “doing your 
best” and achieving the best that they can achieve. Tammy then 
presented our student leadership team with their badges. A morning 
tea for our new leaders and their proud parents followed this.

Work on our full-size gymnasium is underway with the foundations 
laid and the slab poured. Once finished, this facility will be 
an invaluable community resource to Upper Beaconsfield and 
surrounding areas. The facility will contain a full size basketball/
netball court and volleyball/badminton courts. There will be a stage 
with two dressing rooms, kitchen and a function room. We hope to 
have our first school assembly in there at the start of term 3 this year. 

Recent works to our school have included the erection of “pool 
fencing” to the car park side, the resurfacing of the community 
car park, the painting of the original building and the laying 
of new linoleum to that building’s corridor. These works have 
complemented our “new” 127-year-old school as a centre for 
learning excellence.

This year we will extend our association with the Upper 
Beaconsfield Community Centre with more and more after school 
activities being offered at our school from 4–5 pm. In term 1, 
“baking for kids” classes are held on Tuesdays from 2 March, drama 
classes are held every Wednesday, and Easter crafts on Thursdays 
from 4 March. Please contact the school on 5944 3591 or the 
UBCC for enrolment details. 
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Gembrook Electorate
Tammy Lobato MP

The Upper Beaconsfield festival provides 
another opportunity for local residents 
to get together and have fun. I have 
participated many times in this terrific 
celebration and it is remarkable that a small 
town can host such a well-organised and 
popular event. I trust that this year’s event 
will have been another huge success as 
visitors and locals enjoy the best of what the 
town can offer.

Much of the vibrant sense of community in 
Upper Beaconsfield can, I think, be traced 
back to the Ash Wednesday bushfires in 
1983 when the town literally had to be 
rebuilt from the ashes and this would not 
have been possible without everyone in the 
community pulling together in cooperation 
and harmony.

This year, the Ash Wednesday anniversary 
is coupled in the same month as the first 
anniversary of the Black Saturday fires. 
Upper Beaconsfield residents, more than 
most, are poignantly aware of the effort that 
is needed to rebuild, not only houses and 
towns, but a sense of hope for the future. 

They are also extremely aware of bushfire 
risks and conscious about ensuring optimum 
safety during high fire risk days.

Residents therefore will be interested to 
learn that the Cardinia Hills Community 
Bushfire Reference Group, one of two 
such groups that I established last year 
after the bushfire season, has been making 
major inroads in working to protect 
townships including Upper Beaconsfield, 
Emerald, Gembrook and Cockatoo. The 
group includes CFA captains, Victoria 
Police officers, Cr Graeme Legge and the 
Emergency Management Officer from 
the Shire of Cardinia, and representatives 
from a number of community groups. 
The group has been set up to ensure that 
adequate fire prevention is carried out 
and, in an emergency, local authorities and 
services operate in a coordinated manner. 
To date, we have been looking at issues 
including local emergency plans, mobile 
phone reception, vegetation management, 
provision of respite accommodation, places 
of last resort, fire towers, early warning and 

fire sirens. Important progress is also being 
made in securing major shopping centres 
as places to which residents can relocate on 
Code Red days.

I would encourage any residents who have 
particular issues they would like to raise to 
make a submission to the Cardinia Hills 
Community Bushfire Reference Group via 
my office. The Black Saturday fires certainly 
reminded everyone that bushfire safety is 
a year-round commitment which residents 
in high risk bushfire areas must make. The 
reference group is certainly making inroads 
in ensuring that Cardinia residents are 
equipped with resources and information to 
properly prevent and prepare for bushfires.

Please contact my office for any further 
information or advice, or for a copy of my 
Prepare Act Survive information poster.

5/ 6-8 Langmore Lane Berwick 3806

Tel: 9796 1987

E: tammy.lobato @ parliament.vic.gov.au 
www.tammylobato.com.au

Subdivision issue
Helen Smith

Much debate has been raging during the 
past year over the Beaconhills Golf Club 
subdivision issue, some of it unhelpful. To 
inform residents and update the current 
situation, here is a summary of what has 
happened so far. 

All land in Victoria comes under state 
and municipal planning schemes. These 
planning schemes were set up to provide 
appropriate and orderly development. To 
change land use in various zones, owners 
must apply for permits through council. As 
part of the planning process, anyone who 
disagrees with a proposed development is 
given the opportunity to lodge objections. 

The CBGL land is zoned Rural 
Conservation Zone. The purpose of this 
zone is to protect areas of environmental, 
landscape and scenic value, and to protect 
the flora and fauna. The CBGL land has 
an environmental overlay and wildfire 

management overlay. The minimum lot size 
of 15 ha applies to this zone. The land also 
is located within Melbourne’s green wedge 
areas. The Melbourne 2030 policy has stated 
aims to limit the urban growth boundary 
and protect the green wedges.

CBGL is seeking to re-align lot boundaries 
and subdivide to create seven smaller 
residential lots along McArthur Road. 
Cardinia Shire Council supported CBGL 
and issued a notice of decision to grant a 
permit for two subdivision applications 
on 1 September 2008. Objectors to the 
subdivision then took the case to VCAT 
(the Victorian Civil and Administrative 
Tribunal) which reviewed the council’s 
decision on the planning permit. The 
tribunal held public hearings and 
considered submissions by all the parties. 
In August 2009, VCAT knocked back the 
subdivision proposal on environmental and 
planning grounds.

Following the VCAT decision, council 

approached the Department of Planning 
and Community Development in the State 
Government. The Development Facilitation 
Unit, on behalf of the minister, encouraged 
the council to prepare a planning scheme 
amendment that addressed the policy issues 
and land use constraints identified by VCAT.

Council has recently appointed Jason Black 
from Insight Planning Pty Ltd to undertake 
a strategic review of the Beaconhills Golf 
Course. Interested parties to the dispute are 
currently being interviewed. This review 
aims to identify and assess opportunities 
for CBGL, to provide ways towards the 
club’s development and ongoing operation 
as a recreational facility. If necessary, the 
review will recommend planning changes 
to implement these ends. When completed 
in March–April, Council has to decide 
whether to take a planning amendment 
back to the DPCD. If this goes ahead,  
then the DPCD will make a decision later 
this year.

Beaconshills subdivision
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The case for subdivision
Alex McKay, on behalf of the Cardinia Beaconhills Golf Links  
Steering Committee

Cardinia Beaconhills Golf Links (CBGL) is a proud, not for 
profit club that has been an integral part of Upper Beaconsfield for 
most of the town’s history. The golf club has been the township’s 
major employer, a regular hub for community functions and 
has contributed tens of thousands of dollars to local, and wider 
worthy community causes. We have provided refuge and comfort 
to bushfire affected families some of whom were club members in 
the months after Ash Wednesday. We have proudly represented 
our town and community in our sport of golf, which is the reason 
for our existence, producing several top line professionals and 
distinguished amateur champions. Our club members have worked 
hard over more than 60 years to support our club and to nurture our 
land and golf course. 

An unresolved issue for the Directors of CBGL is the future of 
land in the vicinity of McArthur Rd which is in excess to the 
club’s requirements, contributing cost and land management 
responsibility to an already heavily burdened club. The Directors 
are actively considering options available in respect of this land. The 
club invested approximately $2.5 million (in today’s dollar value) to 
build the Lakes Course, and now seeks to divest itself of part of this 
investment, a prudent and not uncommon commercial practice.

The Council views CBGL as a ‘significant local and regional 
recreational facility’, and has initiated an independent land use study 
to consider options available and issues involved in their pursuit. 
This is being done at the recommendation of the Department 
of Planning and Community Development, and will take many 
factors into account. The club has agreed to Council’s offer to 
undertake this land study, has met with the consultant appointed 
by Council, and we understand the consultant will meet with all 
parties now involved with this issue. The Directors of CBGL have 
a responsibility common to Directors of all companies, so whatever 
the final outcome of this review is, the Directors are obliged to act 
and make decisions (financial or otherwise) that are in the best 
interest for those that own CBGL, the Members. We hope that 
those with something to say, are prepared to assist the council with 
this review, as those that just say ‘no’, are offering nothing to resolve 
the current situation.

We have had two long standing club members up at the General Store 
on Saturday mornings in January, who received great support from 
the local community, having many hundreds of local residents sign 
a letter, supporting what the club is seeking to do. With the support 
of the local community and the Council, we wish to remain an 
important part of Upper Beaconsfield, now, and well into the future.

Beaconshills subdivision

More information is available:
VCAT Decisions: 
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/vic/VCAT/2009/665.html 
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/vic/VCAT/2009/1639.html

other information relating to the issue: 
http://www.upperbeaconsfield.org.au/villagebell.html

The case against subdivision
Rosalie Counsell, Southern Ranges Delegate: Green Wedges Coalition 
Rosemary West , (Joint Coordinator: Green Wedges Coalition) 

• The need for a more open-minded approach in the quest to 
secure the long-term future of the Beaconhills golf course as 
a recreation facility was discussed with Cardinia Shire Mayor 
Graeme Legge following the recent Upper Beaconsfield 
Association AGM. 

• The Green Wedges Coalition and the golf club are seeking the 
same outcome, but by different paths. It is unfortunate that this 
aspect of our message to the community has been obscured. The 
club’s subdivision path had to be challenged, as it had serious 
environmental, legal and planning implications for green wedges 
everywhere. This was supported by three VCAT decisions. 

• It was also argued that it would just be a matter of time before 
the club was in financial difficulties again, that subdivision was 
only a stop-gap measure allowing its management to continue 
operating with the same flawed business approach that got it 
into strife in the first place.

• This is recognised by the club itself. In its latest Annual Report, the 
president stated: “The club had lost $450 000 in 12 months and 
nearly one million in 3 years. Even the land sale at its peak pricing 
would still have sent the club under by slow strangulation…” 

• We urge the community to oppose amending the Cardinia 
Planning Scheme to allow residential development. There 
is a real risk of ending up with no golf club but with land 
redesignated for residential development. 

• Council has been advised by the Planning Minister’s Taskforce 
to consider including residential development of land 
around the club as part of a Planning Scheme Amendment 
proposal. Far from protecting the rest of the golf course, such 
a Planning Scheme Amendment would pave the way for 
further subdivision and encourage developers to buy into this 
area. Conversely, the inability to subdivide would be a major 
disincentive for a developer.

• What should be done to maximise the chances of the club’s 
long-term survival? A number of suggestions have been raised 
from various quarters that should be considered. We include 
several on the Village Bell website.

• The Green Wedges Coalition and concerned residents have 
always been prepared to work with Beaconhills Country Golf 
Club and Cardinia Shire Council to achieve the best outcome 
for the club and the community without subdividing. We hope 
that we might be afforded the opportunity to air alternative 
solutions in a spirit of good will and cooperation. 
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Cardinia Beaconshills
Mary Griffin

Christmas auction
Beaconhills Golf Club’s Christmas Auction was an amazing success. 
The extreme generosity of donors and purchasers raised $50 000—a 
splendid result. Special thanks go to John and Scott at the General 
Store for providing the wheelbarrows for the now legendary “Grog 
Barrows” raffle which raised $6 000. Thanks go to Nikki Le Brocq 
and Janet Cathie for the successful organisation of this event. 
Together with the $150 000 contributed by the members, the cash 
injection has helped stabilise the club’s finances. 

Annual General Meeting
At the club’s Annual General Meeting the 
constitution was amended so that there are 
now safeguards in place in relation to the 
borrowing of money. It was agreed the name 
of the course would be changed to Cardinia 
Beaconhills Golf Links. In the 1920s the 
course was known as the Lakes Golf Links, 
then Beaconhills Golf Links through the 
30s and up to 1947. A new logo has been 
developed which depicts both the ‘hills’ and 
the ‘lakes’ of the course. 

At the AGM James Coughlin of Upper 
Beaconsfield was elected as the new Captain. 
Three locals, Laurie Fenton, John Makarucha 
and Kirsten Bennett were elected to the 
board, together with Alex McKay as president and former club 
champion Brad Crowley, who started his golf at Beaconhills as a 
junior. Brad’s father Dennis Crowley is a Life Member of the club. 

Ian Hollingsworth, a member of the club since 1977 and a 
resident of Upper Beaconsfield for over thirty years is the club’s 
Business Development Manager. He is the first local manager in 
over twenty five years and is a former Captain of the club. Derek 
Wills is the new superintendent. 

The Course 
Beaconhills has twenty seven truly beautiful golf holes. Our original 
eighteen holes course has reverted to being called The Hills and 

the nine holes of the lakes are combined with the front or back 
nine of The Hills and played as The Lakes Composite Course (blue 
or green). The first three holes of the Lakes nine holes have been 
reopened for play, which makes access much easier. Overall green 
fee revenue has been increasing, although the cost for 18-holes on 
the Lakes Composite course has been reduced. 18-hole green fees 
on The Hills cost $24 midweek and $29 on weekends, on The Lakes 
Composite they are $18. Superpass books for The Lakes Composite 
Course are available at $500 for 40 vouchers which equates to about 
$12.50 per game.

Lessons and Clinics
Beaconhills now has another teaching professional. Mark Griffin is 
very pleased to encourage golfers to book in for a lesson or a clinic 
with experienced coach David Williams of Willow Golf. David 
will be running any of the clinics available through the Community 
Centre. His website is very informative www.willowgolf.com.au.

The Junior Saturday afternoon competition is on again. It tees 
off as always from 2.30–3 pm and there are strong numbers. We 
invite girls aged 8/9 and over to try golf. Sometimes girls need a 
little more encouragement so Mark Griffin has always conducted 

a fun monthly Girls’ Golf Clinic. The girls do not 
need to be members, just curious to have a go at 
golf and then enjoy a soft drink and chips in the 
clubhouse afterwards – everyone knows the nineteenth 
hole is the most important. If you would like to be 
notified when the next clinic is on, please let Mary 
know an email address either on 5945 9210 or via 
membership @ beaconhillsgolf.com.au.

PS: Welcome back to Richard Harding after ill health 
– Rick played his first eighteen holes of golf for six 
months on Tuesday 2 February.

Kangaroos at the 2nd hole. Photograph: Andrew Barcham

Ducks at the 10th hole. Photograph: Marilyn Ford
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Tennis Club
Cam McCormick

Summertime 2010 at Upper Beaconsfield  
Tennis Club
It has been a relatively quiet start to the year compared to the end 
of 2009, where our Club Championship grand finals were played 
during the Christmas party. Congratulations to all finalists:

Junior boys singles – Jonathan Collins (winner) & Luke Briffa

Junior girls singles – Megan Anderson (winner) & Emily Cordy

Junior Round Robin singles – Stephen Blackman (winner) &  
Olivia Cootes 

Senior mens singles – Sam Hall (winner) & Jonathan Collins

Senior mens doubles – Matt Hendry / Matt Stanley (winners) & 
Jonathan Collins / Cam McCormick

Inter-club competition
With only four weeks of Summer competition remaining prior to 
finals, it is now almost time to sign up for Winter. Juniors have until 
10 March, however, it is never too late to register your interest in 
becoming an emergency/fill-in player. Anybody wanting to play 
should contact:

• Seniors:  
Nick Gamble (0438 443 756 or nic.g @ bigpond.com)  
for Pennant,  
Peter Durkin (9215 3129, 5944 3765 or peter.durkin @ ato.
gov.au) for Waverley District

• Midweek Ladies:  
Kerrie Stanley (5944 4066 or travelsafe @ netspace.net.au)

• Juniors:  
Nikki Le Brocq (5944 3343 or  
nicole.lebrocq @ bigpond.com.au)

Night tennis
Night tennis is the perfect way to spend a warm evening over 
summer. Please contact one of the following if interested in 
night tennis:

Monday (Beginner/Intermediate) 
Sharon Brockman 5944 3829 
Tuesday (Intermediate/Advanced) 
Leanne Ricketts 5944 3910 
Wednesday (Advanced) 
Nick Gamble 0438 443 756 
Thursday (Beginner/Intermediate) 
David Harvey 5944 3385

Night tennis players are still required to be members, so to join 
up contact our Treasurer Callen O’Brien (5944 3430) for a 
membership application form.

Used tennis balls
With the increase in night tennis participation the club has a 
surplus of good quality used balls. Anybody interested in getting 
their hands on some should contact Nic Gamble.

Hope to see you at the courts.

First Aid Training
Accredited First Aid training was recently conducted at the Upper 
Beaconsfield Riding Club. 

Pam Edwards, President said ‘I think I can speak on behalf of all 
participants. While we hope we never have to use what we’ve learnt, 
we feel much more confident about dealing with an emergency 
situation if we’re faced with it.’ 

‘I was inspired some years ago after hearing Dr Fiona Wood 
(Australian of the Year 2005 and developer of spray on skin for 
burns victims) who said everyone 
should learn First Aid and CPR– 
it can save lives.’

‘In particular parents would 
benefit from learning First Aid. In 
fact, I would like to set a challenge 
for all residents of Upper 
Beaconsfield to learn First Aid. 
Wouldn’t that be great!’ 

Left to Right: Jan Glen and Emma Gilberto practice CPR under the 
instruction of Shannon Davey from With Confidence First Aid Training.

Riding Club
Pam Edwards

Dr John Stewart and Staff 
of The Vet Centre welcome 
you to our Small Animal & 
Equine Clinic at 309 Army Rd, 
Pakenham. 

The clinic is situated on a 
beautiful, treed 15 acre horse 
property with ample, easy 

parking. It has modern facilities and equipment for small 
animals and is also well set up for horse dentistry, lameness 
workups and artificial breeding. 

Our newly upgraded reception, consult and surgical facilities 
enable us to provide the high quality care your animal needs. 
We offer clients a very friendly, personalised service at a 
competitive price.

The Vet Centre also offers a Home Visit Service and limited 
Dog and Cat Boarding.

For enquiries or an appointment Phone Pam or Dr John 
on 1300 852 052 or visit us at www.thevetcentre.com.au
 
Special offer for new clients. $20 discount on a vaccination. 
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Toy Library
Marie Rogers

A huge welcome is extended to all the new 
and returning kinder families for 2010. 
Once again our community run kinder 
is being well supported by more than 
20 volunteers. I would like to thank all 
committee members for their assistance. It’s 
never too late to join the committee, so if 
you’re interested, please feel free to contact 
me. Many hands make light work.

Currently we are running two groups at 
Kinder with one vacancy available. Pre-
kinder is also running two groups and also 
has one vacancy. Playgroup is once again on 
offer on both Monday and Friday mornings 
for two hours. If you are interested in 
joining any of these groups or wish to enrol 
your child for future years please call the 
appropriate contact listed at the bottom of 
this article.

The kinder children have commenced their 
orientation program and by all reports 

everyone is settling in well. There’s a real 
buzz around the room as children, parents 
and staff alike start the process of getting to 
know so many new faces. It’s wonderful to see 
that parents of the wallabies have once again 
started a walking group. The walkers leave 
from the school car park every Tuesday at 
9.30 am. All new walkers are very welcome.

On an administrative level we will see many 
changes this year as the Blueprint for Early 
Childhood Education is implemented across 
the state. The committee see the Blueprint 
as a wonderful step forward in the process 
of uniting the Kinder education process. 
If you would like to know more about the 
Blueprint go to www.education.vic.gov.au 
and follow the prompts to Early Education.

After a disastrous outcome from a previous 
Capital Works Grant the committee will 
once again be applying for several grants 
from Council and State Government. Our 

major goal is to extend the Pre-kinder 
access ramp to accommodate prams with 
a shelter, thus protecting the front door 
which is often hampered by wind, rain and 
heat. We will also be aiming to upgrade the 
kinder kitchen to increase storage capacity, 
improve the working area and extend 
the opportunity for education through 
cooking/science play.

If you have any queries about the Upper 
Beaconsfield Kindergarten Ass Inc please 
feel free to contact any of the following staff 
or committee members.

Kinder Education – Therese Collings  
5944 3822 
Kinder Enrolment –  Jo Pastras  
5944 3240 
Pre Kinder Education – Claire Robins  
5944 4488 
Pre Kinder Enrolment – Tania Zalisz  
5944 3761

Upper Beaconsfield Kindergarten
Kristy Pentland

In December last year we had a fantastic 
response to our request for more 
committee members to run our fantastic 
library. This came after our long-serving 
secretary Kylie felt it was time to move 
on, leaving open many positions that 
she had covered. We thank her for her 
dedication and the fun and influence 
she brought to the library. More 
members on the committee will mean 
less work for everyone and more fun 
running the library. If you would like to 
join us we still have positions available.

Membership numbers are steadily 
increasing each year and memberships 
are already high for this time of year. This 
could be due to our joining fee staying the 
same cost and one membership covering 
the whole family, where up to 5 items can 
be borrowed. We also offer members a huge 
range of good quality toys that are updated 
regularly; here is a list of what we recently 
added to our selection.

Wooden bead frame, shape sorting bus, 
pop it in the post, light and sound funky 

footprints, walk and ride, dinosaurs puzzle 
x 3, endangered species puzzle, CAT junior 
vehicles, place and trace, Dora palace, 
fairyland bluebell boot, Woodlands acorn 
school, Duplo arctic set, blast valley quarry 
set, build it ‘Gears’ car, Rheneas and the 
roller coaster, build and play plane, build 
and play car, sand and water play table, 
fireman helmet & tools, lift-off rocket, fly n 
go jumbo, mighty digger, supervac, safari vet 
set, whizz around garage, puff the pop up 
dragon, cleaning trolley and baby doll with 
pram & cot.

We also accept donated toys in good 
condition that are suitable for toy 
library. So if you have toys that you no 
longer need and would like to donate 
them for others to enjoy, phone Marie 
on 5944 3091 or email us.

If you have young children aged 
between birth and 6 years Toy Library 
offers over 450 toys, games & puzzles 
for you to borrow with many ideal for 
parties or get-togethers. Some of which 
are suitable for ages up to 8 years.

Some of Toy Library’s most popular and 
favourite toys are the: jumping castle, digital 
camera, ride-on tractor & trailer, roller-
coaster ride, twin dolls in pusher, twister, 
Duplo, Thomas the Tank toys, Dora’s guitar, 
post & pop-it baby toys, water harbour 
playset and parents love the educational toys 
we have available.

Toy Library is open during school term 
at the Upper Beaconsfield Community 
complex, 9.30 to 10.30 am Thursday & 

continued on page 19
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Upper Beac Pony Club
Marg Jones

At the starting barriers ready to go!
We hope that everyone in the community had a wonderful 
Christmas and are now all well rested and ready for 2010. Can you 
believe here we are in February – the year is flying past already.

The club kicked off the year with a social event in January. The 
Thompson family kindly volunteered their home for the event and 
everyone who attended from the club had a fantastic time. The 
young members certainly enjoyed swimming in the Thompson’s 
pool. It was great to see the community spirit alive and well. 

Our monthly rallies commenced with a Twilight Rally being held 
on Saturday 20 February followed by a BBQ Tea for all riders 
and their families and a sleepover at the club grounds. The junior 
committee kindly arranged activities for the riders to do in the 
evening and a fun time was had by young and old.

The riding committee has already met and is putting together a very 
full program for the year for the enjoyment of all riders.

Thanks to our DC, Fiona Thompson, at our March rally there 
will be a presentation by Linda Tanian. Linda is an extremely 
experienced Endurance Rider who competes at the top level of this 
sport. It will give the riders an opportunity to find out more about 

this exciting and challenging equestrian sport.

Also, at our March rally we will be officially welcoming four new 
pony club members to our club.

The riders are already working hard for our West Gippsland zone 
games and flat team’s event to be held in April and the April rally 
will see the riders take a visit to the home of the Tooradin Pony 
Club. This Pony Club has wonderful open grounds with vast 
amounts of space on the Francis’ property “Tooradin Estate”. It is an 
amazing opportunity for our riders to ride a Cross Country course 
that caters for all levels.

We will also be holding a club competition in May followed in 
October by our major fundraising competition.

Our Annual General Meeting is fast approaching and this year the 
club is excited to be utilising the Community Hall for our meeting.

Anyone aged up to 26 years old in our community who has 
their own pony or horse and is interested in joining us please 
don’t hesitate to contact us or go directly to our web site www.
upperbeaconsfield.ponyclubvic.org.au to learn more about this 
wonderful youth movement.

Happy Riding!

Saturday, still only $20 per family and the children just love it!

Toy Library Fundraising
Toy Library is currently auctioning a fantastic gift from Bright Stars 
dance & drama academy. A 4 day workshop over the school holidays 
(Valid to 18/08/10) worth $279.00. To be in the  
running simply bid an amount on the sheet provided at Toy 
Library, the Community Centre or by emailing upperbeac.
toylibrary @ yahoo.com.au 

You could be the highest bidder and win this great gift. Auction 
details and current top bid displayed at the Community Centre 
in the foyer, you can bid as many times as you like, winner will be 
notified. Auction closes Thursday 18 March 2010 at 11 am.

continued from page 18

BUPS Basketball Program
Expressions of interest are requested for any children who 
are keen to participate in the 2010 BUPS Basketball Teams. 
Children who wish to participate in a basketball team must 
be aged 10 years or under and are not required to attend the 
Beaconsfield Upper Primary School. If your child is interested in 
commencing competitive basketball in a local team please contact 
Chris or Kristy Pentland on 9707 5543, 0400 909 440 or at 
chrispentland @ bigpond.com

BUPS Basketball
Kristy Pentland

 
 

BOOT CAMP                           
(Tuesday & 
Thursday 6-7am) 
 
Running Group                            
(Saturday 7am) 
 
Personal Training                              
 
Group Training 
 
Mini Moves 
Coordinator 
 

 
 

Thai Slim, Go Chi 
& Chi 3 
 
Lose Weight 
 
Increase Fitness 
 
Tone Up 
 
Increase Strength 
& Endurance 
 
Sport Specific 
Training 

 

Receive 2 FREE personal training  
Sessions with any Boot Camp or     

personal training Package. 
Contact Denee   

M: 0409 292 639 
E: denee@aworthybody.com.au 

UPPER BEACONSFIELD 
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2010 Village Bell Subs $5     PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!

 Full Name:  ____________________________________________________________________

 Address:  ____________________________________________________________________

 Amount Enclosed: __________________________    Thank you for your support!

 (    )  I would like to be emailed UBA meeting minutes and news. 

 Email address: __________________________________________________

Village Bell subscriptions for 2010
The Village Bell is our community’s newspaper and is written, edited, 
compiled and collated by volunteers. It is produced 4 times a year 
and is delivered to every letterbox in Upper Beaconsfield by Australia 
Post. Each household is asked to pay $5 for their annual subscription 
which helps to pay for the Village Bell’s production. 

Subs for 2010 are now due and can now be paid at either the 

Community Centre, General Store or Post Office.

If you find it easier to pay by internet banking, please send payment 
to Commonwealth Bank of Australia,  
Account Name: Upper Beaconsfield Association Incorporated  
BSB 063-549, Account number 0080-0228

Please tag your payment with your name and VB Subs so we know 
who sent it. Thank you to those who have subscribed this year.

Upper Beac Scout Group
Paul Deady

After 12 months of preparation, 14 scouts 
and two leaders from Upper Beaconsfield 
Scout Group attended the 22nd Australian 
Scout Jamboree. This was held at Cataract 
Park out of Sydney near Campbelltown, 
NSW and the group enjoyed 14 days of 
adventure, activities, and fun. Leaving 
on 2 January the Scouts travelled by bus 
overnight and returned at lunch time on 
15 January.

During the two weeks they took part in 
canoeing, sailing, snorkelling and cruising 
around Sydney Harbour. They leapt 

through a high 
ropes course, 
went caving, 
abseiling, rock 
climbing, 
hiking and 
scrambled over 
the Challenge 
Valley obstacle 
course. They 
honed their 
skills at 
orienteering, 
BMX 
riding, skate 
boarding and flying. All scouts went to the 
Jamberoo water park and went on a tour 
of Sydney. Back at the Jamboree site they 
could participate in circus training with 
trampolines, acrobatics, juggling, or cool 
down on the water slides or practice  at the 
Skills Village (learning about trades such 
as welding, floor laying, mechanics, panel 
beating, wood work, electricity to name 
a few). The night time activities included 
bands, outdoor movies, comedy night, stunt 
motor bikes, gang show and much more. 
The scouts also spent time meeting other 
scouts from around Australia and the world, 
swapping badges, and sharing stories. We 
had a great troop and we all bring home 
from the Jamboree many memories and new 
experiences that will last a life time.

This term the scouts are making the most 
of summer and taking part in a beach 
camp, sailing at Lysterfield Lake, canoeing, 

rafting and bushwalking. In mid April we 
will be going caving for the weekend. The 
next Jamboree is in three years’ time in 
Queensland. If you want to know more ask 
a scout or contact Paul Deady.

This term the Venturers have on their agenda, 
abseiling, sponge fight, swimming, hiking, 
venture camp laser skirmish, $5 meal night.

The Cubs’ plans for this term include 
compass work, knots & hiking, as well as 
a zoo trip, sleepover and craft work. The 
Cuboree which is 4 days of non stop fun is 
held in September this year at Gilwell Park.

If you would like to find out more about 
Cubs (ages 7–11), Scouts (11–14) or 
Venturers (14–18) please phone group 
leader Paul Deady 5944 4248 AH.

Nick Prowse

Tom Inkster


