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New signs at Charing Cross
Noel Ling

When the UBA wanted signs for the Charing 
Cross reserve that were different from the 
standard Cardinia Council signage, it was 
suggested that the “Mens Shed” – a part of the 
Pakenham Outlook Community Group may be 
able to assist.

The “Mens Shed” is a venue for men of all 
ages, nationalities, abilities, and walks of life, 
living in the Pakenham area to meet and share 
opportunities, practical experiences/ideas, and 
generally to participate in activities ranging from 
woodwork through to local community tasks.

As can be seen from the photos, the suggestion 
proved to be quite fruitful, and two signs have 
been completed and are ready to be installed at 
opposite ends of Charing Cross.

The photos show two of the 
“Mens Shed” contributors – 
Dennis Jones and Jim Russell, 
along with Keith Ewenson and 
Tony Knight from the UBA, 
in the process of determining 
appropriate locations and 
heights.

These signs will be in place 
by the time that you read this 
article.
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About Town
Helen Smith

Berwick/UB Red Cross Unit
Barbara Jackson, Upper Beaconsfield Area Co-ordinator. 5944 3554

There will be no Red Cross 
Calling door knock in the Upper 
Beaconsfield area next March and I 
would like to take this opportunity 
to thank the many willing volunteer 
collectors who have given their 
time so generously over a very long 
period. The warm welcome they 
have received from local residents 
and the magnificent donations they 
have received on behalf of Red Cross 
have been a feature of door knocking 
in Upper Beaconsfield.

Unfortunately times are changing 
and in many areas people are 
unwilling to participate in knocking 
on doors. There will be collection 
points in shopping centres and other 
opportunities to support the work 
of Red Cross. Direct donations can 
be forwarded to Red Cross via their 
web site www.redcross.org.au

A practical way to support Red 
Cross is by blood donation. The 
mobile blood bank will be at the 
Pakenham Cultural Centre on 6, 

7, 8 and 9 December and at the 
Narre Warren North Hall in early 
February. New donors can arrange 
booking time by calling 131 495.

Red Cross Christmas cards, 
calendars and diaries are available 
from the Berwick Mechanics 
Institute library in High Street or by 
phoning 5944 3554.

Red Cross shops at Pakenham, 
Berwick and Cranbourne have new 
and used clothing for as little as $2 
with many bargains to be found.

New faces at the “Piney”
Helen Smith

Ian and Rebecca Rees are the new proprietors of the Pine Grove Hotel. They 
took over in May of this year and have quickly settled in and are enjoying their 
new venture. Former residents of suburban Aspendale, they now live in the hotel 
residence. They are quickly getting to know the locals and are becoming part of our 
community. Their two young children currently attend the Community Centre 
Crèche and will be going on to the local kinder and school in the future. 

Ian’s background includes food and beverage operations manager at the Melbourne 
Racing Club at Caulfield, hospitality manager at Sandhurst Club and 10 years with 
Fosters Brewing. So he brings a wealth of experience to the Pine Grove. He is a self-
confessed sports nut — baseball, football and water skiing.

Since May, Ian and Rebecca have updated the internal furniture in the hotel, re-
branded the bottle shop and are installing air conditioning in the function room. 
They have also done up the bed and breakfast accommodation. They will continue 
to employ young people and support the local community where they can.

Ian says, “Call in and say hello”. You will be made very welcome. 

A nice Christmas Eve tradition has developed at the Piney over the years. When 
the young people of the district return home for Christmas, they meet and catch up 
with friends at the hotel. So watch out for the traffic and cars on 24 December!

Win was born on 8 November 1911, the second daughter of Fred 
and Alice Bond in Knockholt Kent England and sister to 2 year old 
Leili. Win was a Brownie and Girl Guide, and later a Cub Mistress. 
She attended the Methodist Church and was a Sunday school 
teacher.

Win’s father, Fred Bond was a carpenter and a 
secretary of the local trade union. He became the 
secretary of the local branch of the Ancient Order 
of Forresters, a group which insured working men 
for death and serious illness. He kept the records 
of weekly payments from members and payouts 
where necessary. As a young woman, Win helped 
her father with this work, and when he died, Win 
was able to take the job over. It was a responsible 
job for a young woman of that generation, and 
became more so when the Second World War 
broke out in 1939. Win was put in control of 
all of the area branches in her County. She was 
extremely proud of her work as it was fairly 
uncommon for a young woman to hold down such 
a responsible position at that time. 

In 1937 Win married a tall, dashing member of the Royal 
Horseguards, Frank Roynon. One of her treasured photos was of 
Frank in uniform, complete with Busby, and mounted on his horse. 
She frequently lamented that they were not blessed with children.

In the late 1930s Win developed a serious internal condition. She 
was a patient at St Thomas’s Hospital in London at the outbreak 
of war, and when the hospital was ordered to evacuate or discharge 
all patients, to make way for expected war casualties, Win begged 
her husband to take her home. At this time, Frank was employed 

as chauffeur to a local dignitary, and ran the local 
ambulance service during the war. Win worked for 
the Forresters throughout the war, although her 
health at that time was poor. The passing of the 
National Insurance Act in 1946 gradually phased 
out Win’s job and in 1949 she and Frank sold up 
their lovely cottage, Hickmandias, in Knockholt 
near Seven Oaks, and set out for a new and 
healthier life in Australia.

Because of Win’s health problems, they decided 
not to emigrate to Australia on the assisted migrant 
scheme, but to fly out at their own expense. So 
they booked flights on a Sunderland Flying Boat 
to Australia. Wins has kept all of the memorabilia 
of this trip, it took about 10 days with stopovers at 

exciting places on the way.

On arrival in Victoria, Win and Frank stayed with his sister Rose 
and family in Melbourne for a short time, caught up with the 
Hollingsworths, friends from their Kent village, then bought a 

Vale: Winifred Gertrude Roynon
Jo Carter

continued on page 4

Rainfall at Barkala, Beaconsfield–Emerald Road
George Moir

Month 42 yr average 2009 2010
Jan 63.3 10.0 43.9
Feb 54.1 7.1 25.1
Mar 63.6 59.3 95.8
Apr 76.9 60.1 79.2
May 85.5 28.1 62.6
Jun 78.6 47.4 99.6
Jul 79.5 82.5 63.2

Aug 86.4 80.2 129.4
Sep 90.9 133.6 67.4
Oct 93.8 120.8 162.3

Nov 84.9 117.2
Dec 79.7 80.3

Total 937.2 mm 826.6 mm
Highlights:
1. The winter period ( June-August incl) continued the trend 

of over average rainfall. The rainfall was 292.2 mm (average 
244.5 mm)

2. This trend continued for the next two months (Sept, Oct) 
with a combined rainfall of 229.7 mm (average 184.7 mm)

3. The year to date to 31 October was 828.5 mm (average 
 772.6 mm). This rainfall was equivalent to the total rainfall 
during the year 2009.

4. This trend of above average rainfall is evident since June 2009 
till October 2010 except for January and February of 2010.

WANTED!
Old car and 
truck batteries

Saturday 4 December 2010

Leave batteries at 13 Salisbury Rd  
8 am–3 pm, (near the Hall)

Get rid of those old batteries! 
Each battery delivered will 
provide $3 to the Village Bell.
Paul Whitfield  
Phone 0439 555 946 or 5944 4367  
Email: paulwf @ bigpond.com.au

Whats on in Upper Beac:
Open Stage Night  26 November     7 pm 
UBA Meeting  1 December     8 pm  
Film Night “ELF” 3 December     6.30 pm 
Village Bell Battery Drive (see above) 4 December 
Hard Rubbish Collection week of 6 December

... to Liz and Ian at the milk bar, who were 
married on 30 October in Upper Beaconsfield. 

The UBA and the 
Village Bell would 

like to pass on their 
best wishes for a happy 

future.

Congratulations
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Mobile Library
Upper Beaconsfield has enjoyed a Mobile 
Library service since Pakenham Shire and 
Dandenong Valley Regional Library Service 
introduced the Bookmobile in 1973. 
Initially, the service was fortnightly and, at 
one time, visited a site at the school as well 
as the town.

We now have a weekly visit at Charing 
Cross on Tuesdays from 10.45 am–1.30 
pm. The current vehicle has been in service 
since 1999. It underwent a refurbishment 
in April this year that included painting 
inside and out, recarpeting, a new desk and 
air conditioning/heating units as well as 
relocation of the disability hoist to the rear 
of the vehicle.

Besides Upper 
Beaconsfield, the 
Mobile Library visits 
eight other towns in 
Cardinia on a weekly 
basis. The statistics 
are impressive:  there 
are more than 50 000 
visits per year and over 
100 000 loans. 

The Library carries 
over 13 000 items, 
including books, audio 
books, magazines, 
DVDs and music 
CDs for both adults and children. As part 
of Casey-Cardinia Library Corporation, 

there are some other services you might not 
know about including on-board Internet 
computers and free reservations. It’s very 
convenient to place a hold for a book 
through the website, receive an SMS or 
email when it’s available and then pop in 
to collect it! Items can be reserved (for free 
remember!) from the more than 350 000 
items in the CCLC collection AND the 
millions of items in the SWIFT consortium. 

Check out www.cclc.vic.gov.au for more 
information or drop in on a Tuesday 
morning. Most weeks, you’ll see Robyn and 
Chris on duty, and they’ll be happy to give 
you a quick tour. Bring some ID and they’ll 
sign you up on the spot. 

Art is alive in the hills – Exhibition of 
paintings by Petruccelli Art students 
The students of Petruccelli Art Studio recently held their 
fifth exhibition of paintings at the Old Cheese Factory 
Gallery, Berwick from 22 October to 2 November. Cr 
Lorraine Wreford opened the exhibition which showcased 
60 paintings. The exhibitors are a diverse group in terms 
of age, experience and style but all share the common 
bond of being students of Petruccelli Art Studio, Upper 
Beaconsfield. 

The exhibitors prepared works in oil and pastel under 
the guidance of Peter Petruccelli (Dip. Fine Arts NGV). 
Peter provided students with instruction in technique and 
support whilst allowing them the freedom to develop their 
own individual styles and interests. Many of the works have 
been painted outside in the “plein air” tradition in the rural 
surrounds of Stoney Creek Studio, the local lakes and parks 
and the beaches of Phillip Island. Paintings also included 
still lifes and portrait studies.

Peter studied painting at the Victorian National Gallery School of 
Art (now the Victorian College of the Arts), printmaking at the 

Central 

School of London, and painting, drawing and sculpture at the 
Academy of Fine Art, Rome. In 1975 Peter moved to Upper 
Beaconsfield and devoted himself to working full-time in ceramics 
and painting. For over 20 years Peter and his wife Mary operated 

a large production pottery studio supplying galleries 
throughout Australia with their decorative pots, 
kitchen and dining ware. During this time Peter also 
produced large sculptural ceramic pieces. Since Peter’s 
early twenties he has held innumerable one man 
exhibitions both here and abroad; his works have been 
purchased for many public and private collections in 
Australia, New Zealand, USA, Europe, and Japan.

Peter’s most recent exhibitions were held in 2007 
and 2009 at Steps Gallery, Carlton, Victoria, and is 
now working towards his 2011 show. Peter’s studio is 
located on Stoney Creek Rd, Upper Beaconsfield.

For further information you can contact Mary 
Petruccelli on 5944 3224, 0417 530 190 or email 
ppetruce @ bigpond.net.au 

small dairy farm in Allendale Victoria. They 
worked hard on the farm, and became part 
of a close community. At this time, Win 
was a member of the Country Women’s 
Association, and a member of the local 
amateur theatrical society.

They also renewed their love of the card 
game of Bridge. Win had played bridge 
since she was about 15, when her sister 
Leili had some bridge playing friends from 
University, and needed Win for a fourth. 
In Allendale, she and Frank found fellow 
bridge players in Jean and Peter Carter, and 
they enjoyed many hours of play.

In the late 1950s, they sold up the farm 
and moved to Dandenong. By this time, 
Win’s health had improved to the point 
where there was no further evidence of her 
problems. While at Dandenong, Win got a 

job at Westminster Carpets, setting up their 
files for computerising their records. While 
there, she joined two workmates, Geoff 
Davidson and Margaret Pawsey, at night 
school, doing an English course. 

In 1967, Frank and Win bought a cottage 
in Upper Beaconsfield. Win now worked at 
the Pakenham Shire offices, doing clerical 
work. Frank was retired. They moved to 
Corringham Road in 1968, then after a 
couple of years, moved to their last home 
at 16 Salisbury Road Upper Beaconsfield. 
Win was active in the CWA and was a 
member of the Beacon Hill Golf Club. 
By this time, Jean and Peter Carter had 
moved to Berwick, and they and the 
Roynons, together with other dedicated 
bridge players, founded the Berwick Bridge 
Club. Win was a member of St Andrew’s 
Presbyterian church (later the Uniting 
Church) in Berwick, and later attended St 
John’s in Upper Beaconsfield.

In 1983, Frank died suddenly. Win had 
the support of many close friends and 
acquaintances in the area and lived alone in 
her own home until 2009. For many years, 
I visited her for some part of most days. I 
meant to just make sure she was all right, 
but the kettle would go on, and we would 
chat for ages. She had had a fascinating life 
and her recall was wonderful. She took 
me to another time and lifestyle. Win 
was a wonderful friend and neighbour. 
Her reminiscences of her life in the quiet 
Kentish village were warm and fascinating. 
She was a charming English lady, always 
polite. She was a strong feminist and a 
supporter of the underprivileged.

After suffering a few mild strokes, Win 
moved to Salisbury House in Salisbury 
Road. While residing there, Win charmed 
all the staff and residents with her gentle, 
polite manners. She lived there until her 
death on 7 September 2010. 

continued from page 3

Vale: Winifred Gertrude Roynon

About Town
Linda Burridge

About Town
Mary Petruccelli
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UBA Report
Anne Johnson, President 

UBA meetings continued to be informative, 
provoking and progressive throughout the past 
year. We enjoyed guest speakers on fire prevention, 
rates calculation, emergency management and 
community safety, while continuing our support of 
the Village Fair and Citizen of the Year. The ongoing 
development and general upkeep of the village is 
always high on the agenda at our meetings, ensuring 
that Upper Beac remains a safe and unique place to 
live. We also remember and pay tribute to Charles 
Wilson who was highly active within the UBA, 
and Barry Smith, who was a devoted community 
member. The committee now looks forward to 
Carols on Christmas Eve at the hall, and welcomes 
you all to our general meetings in the new year. 

Upper Beaconsfield Strategic Plan
Keith Ewenson

The October meeting of the UBA discussed suitable ways to provide 
input to Cardinia Shire on aspects of the Upper Beaconsfield 
Strategic Plan. It was decided to form a small working party to 
propose items that the Shire might consider when establishing its 
Action Plan for the Shire. Members of the working party were Keith 
Ewenson, Tom Gibson, Ian Hollingsworth and Matt McDonald. 

The following are items the working party identified. Some need 
input from the public, and some need professional advice from the 
Shire. 
• Concern about the unattractive concrete bank along the 

Charing Cross face up Salisbury road (Shire advice)
• Upgrade of footpath along Emerald/Beaconsfield Road from 

Milk Bar to Stoney Creek junction, Stoney Creek junction to 
the School (Public, School, and Shire). Residents along these 
sections of Emerald/Beaconsfield Road and Stoney Creek 
Road may have particular interest in this proposal.

• Suggestion that a 50 km speed should be sought through the 
township and that the 40 km speed limit at the School should 

be only at School times  (Public, School and Shire.)
• A fire plan, and Environmental Plan be developed for the 

newly acquired Hillview land off Leppitt Road (Public and the 
Shire)

• Beautification of Business Centre (Business operators Shire & 
public)

• Expedite the Community Notice Board and explore Tourist 
Information Board (UBA, Business Operators, Shire)

• Encourage the Adoption of the Strategy into the Planning 
Scheme. (Shire)

• We are seeking advice on the Bike Track adjacent to the Pre 
School in Stoney Creek Road. Is it still used? Would it be a 
more useful facility if upgraded? What further work does it 
require if any? (Public bike users)

• Improved street lighting in Village.
• Need for multi-use footpaths.
• Elimination of cul-de-sac fire problems.

Residents who would like more information regarding these items 
or would like to respond to the list of issues are invited to respond 
to the following email address:  ubstrategy @ optusnet.com.au

Upper Beaconsfield Association
Anne Johnson, President

UB Citizen of the Year nomination now open
The 2010 COY award nominations are now open. Nomination forms are 
available from the Post Office and General Store and these forms should 
be completed and returned to the UBA Secretary PO Box 86 Upper 
Beaconsfield.

The closing date for the 2010 nomination is 30 November 2010. Please 
note this date in your diary/calendar and consider nominating someone you 
know who is doing great work within the community. Anyone previously 
nominated but unsuccessful, can be renominated in 2010.

After the November closing date, the UBA will form a sub-committee to 
assess all of the nominations. The COY winner will be notified, and an award 
ceremony will be held at a local event to be decided on.

Guaranteed work Reliable 
 Reasonable rates 

Post & rail fencing 
Picket fencing, farm fencing 
Retaining walls 
Planter boxes 
Firewood cutting 
Splitting 
Fire reduction & clearing 

Small tree lopping & removal 
Gardening & maintenance 
Lawn mowing & edging 
After storm clearance 
Gutter & drain clearing 
Bobcat & Dingo operator 

SKILLED LOCAL HANDYMAN 
ALAN 0430 065 077 

The next UBA 
meeting will be held 

on Wednesday,  
1 December at 8 pm  

Community Complex   
* Everyone is welcome *

UBA Photo Competition ‘My Special Scene’
Cameron Rocke

Got any great pickies stashed away? 

Why not enter them into the  
UBA Photo Competition

Entry forms at  http://www.upperbeaconsfield.org.au

Competition 

Closes  

14 January 

2011

1st prize Open $80
 Junior $80

2nd prize Open $40
 Junior $40

3rd prize Open $20
 Junior $20

Best Upper Beac  
Photograph  $80

All placed entries will be 
framed with the compliments 
of ART defined picture 
framing gallery, Beaconsfield.
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HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING PTY LTD

No job is too small or too large. We do any size installation from a small 
Granny fl at to a large offi ce building (excluding multi-storey buildings).

We will come to you.

STAYCOOL provides free quotes and a life-time warranty on installation. 

Please call to arrange a quotation and discuss payment options.

Factory 23/2 - 14 Hallam South Rd, Hallam, VIC 3803 

Tel: (03) 9703-2500  Fax: (03) 9703-1622

Email: sales@staycool.com.au

STAYCOOL Heating & Air Conditioning was established in 1983. 
We have a professional and effi cient team who are willing to assist you 
with your heating and air conditioning needs.

“The Coolest Team in Town”

-I
44

 J
K

History Snippets
Marianne Rocke

Village Festival – 19 February 2011
Tom Gibson

The village festival team are looking for talented young artists of 
Upper Beaconsfield and surrounding areas to design a new “logo.” 
The winning design will be printed on all advertising material and 
will be used on all the T-shirts for the fun run and cycling events.

The winner will receive a prize, and $100 will also be donated to the 
arts department of the school that he/she attends. All entries must 
be in by 10 December 2010, the winner will be notified before 17 
December by phone.

Entry forms can be picked up from 
the school office or the Upper 
Beaconsfield community 
centre.

We look forward to 
seeing some creative 
artwork from our 
junior community!

Logo 

competition  

Enter by 10 December 2010

Carols on Christmas Eve
Neil McDonald

The Upper Beaconsfield Christmas carols 
will be held on Christmas Eve at the 
Keith Ewenson Reserve at the rear of the 
Community Complex in Salisbury Road.

We look forward once again to welcoming 
Peter Brown as Compere and Tess Porz as 
Musical Director with their entourage of 
musicians and singers together with a large 
number of local families.

The UBA and helpers led 
by Ron Fisher will have 
refreshments, including 
delicious sausages, tea, 
coffee and soft drinks, for 
sale from 7 pm outside the 
Arts Complex.

A special part of the evening is the 
arrival of Santa. We expect he will 
make is grand entrance on 
the CFA Truck around 
8.30 pm. All the children 
love to meet and greet Santa 
and the 
Primary 
School 
PFA ensure 
that each child 

receives 
a bag of 

sweets from the 
great man.

Carol singing will 

commence when Santa and his helpers are 
farewelled on the Fire Truck.

Santa will be stopping at Grant Court 
around 7.45 pm, Burton Road 
around 8 pm and Paul Grove 
around 8.15 pm before arriving at 

his final destination at the Carols.

Please note – Carols will go 
ahead regardless of weather. 
If wet, it will be held in the 
public hall.

Look forward to seeing you all on 
Christmas Eve.

Holidays in Upper Beaconsfield

“I am positive there is no healthier spot, not only in Australasia, but in 
the world, and I have visited nearly all the cities of Europe and America 
and all Australasia. I have resided on and off some 15 years there. My 
family whenever they have a holiday are sent there to recruit their 
health, and invariably with the best results.”  
Dr. L. L. Smith, to the Upper Beaconsfield Progressive League, 1899

“From about 1878 onward there ensued a small boom 
in the building of week-end cottages and a planting of 
orchards and gardens. From the point of view of health 
the Beaconsfield hills had long been favourably known to 
and praised by the medical profession.”  
Bernard Cronin, The Argus, 13 Oct 1934 

The Argus, 22 Mar 1893

The Argus, 17 Dec 1924

The Argus, 15 Mar 1895

The Argus, 18 Nov 1899

The departure of the old year and arrival of the new year were 
celebrated at Runnymede by a round of gaiety. A very successful 
golf croquet tournament—won after some brilliant play by 
Messrs. Frankel and Tankard—was followed by a fancy dress 
gala and competition. 

A programme of games, music, und recitations was successfully 
carried through, and the proceedings, terminated with a vote of 
thanks to the organisers and Mrs. Wintle.
The Argus, 5 Jan 1925 p4

“Runnymede” Guest House, St Georges Road

Appleton, C & J
Bain, J & C
Budge, S & M
Cleary Family
DeVries, Jim
Dickson, Norma 
Ferguson, Mark
Freeman, Jean
Hamilton, S & B
Huijbregsen, Tam
Joiner, Steve & Rachel
Jolly, Graham & Gay
McCann Family
McKenna, D
LeBrocq, G & N
Mengler, John
O’Donovan, T & J
Pollock, W & F
Ruse Family
Ryan, Danny & Alison
Tovey family
Trewenack Family
Walton, Jean & DennisW
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Shannon Witkowski, Upper Beaconsfield Pharmacy

Community Centre
Lauren Sullivan, RTO Co-ordinator

UBCC Accredited Courses
My name is Lauren Sullivan, and I am the newest team member to 
the Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre. I have been appointed 
to the role of RTO Co-ordinator, being the role that oversees all of 
the Accredited Courses. 

The Community Centre is a Registered Training Organisation, 
offering Certificates III in Children’s Services, Certificate III in 
Aged Care, Certificate IV in Training and Assessment, First Aid 
and CPR courses. New courses in Children’s Services and Aged 
Care Work will be starting soon, and enrolments are currently being 
taken. These courses are run over a full year, and equip students with 
a recognized qualification which leads to many opportunities for 
employment. There are no pre-requisites for these courses, and the 
Centre offers a supportive learning environment for many adults 
who may not have accessed educational options for many years. 
Payment plans are available for all students. 

We have recently looked into further opportunities to better service 
our Community, and believe there is a need to extend our training 
options. We are taking expressions of interest for courses in Business 
Administration and Small Business Management.

The Community Centre’s program is available at www.ubcc.org.au, 
and enquiries are welcomed on 5944 3484. 

Among the accredited course offered at he Community Centre are 
the following. Details of courses can be found on our website or in 
the Community Centre Booklet:
• Certificate III in Business Administration
• Certificate IV in Business (Small Business Management)  
• Certificate III in Aged Care
• Certificate III in Children’s Services
• Certificate IV in Training and Assessment

The Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre would be more than 
interested in hearing from you in relation to your training needs, as 
we can tailor our training to your requests or assist you to outsource 
another provider.

Expressions of interest and enrolments are being taken NOW for 
courses commencing early 2011. 

Please feel free to contact me at the Centre on 5944 3484 for 
further assistance.

‘Thank You’ from Community Centre
The Committee of Management and Staff at the Community 
Centre would like to say ‘Thank you’ for all your support this year. 
We hope you enjoy this joyful season and look forward to seeing 
you all at the Community Centre in 2011.

Summer is upon us! This often means heat waves, longer days, 
sweltering through over 35 degree weather, and, of course, sunburn! 
Sunburn is all but too common under the harsh Australian sun. 
After decades of campaigning, we are well aware of the longer term 
damaging effects of prolonged sun exposure, for example, premature 
ageing, a rough leathery look, loss of firmness, freckles, hyper 
pigmentation, skin melanomas and cancers. We sometimes can 
overlook the importance of the immediate effects of excessive UV 
ray exposure from the sun – SUNBURN!

PREVENTION is by far the easiest and most painless solution to 
sunburn. It’s as easy as following some simple steps and be  
sun smart:

• SLIP on sun protective clothing. Light coloured, loose fitting 
and long sleeved.

• SLOP on SPF 30+ sunscreen. Reapply every 2 hours. 
Especially after a swim.

• SLAP on a broad-brimmed hat.

• SEEK shade. Especially important for the elderly and young 
children to prevent dehydration or heat exhaustion.

• SLIDE on some wrap-around sunglasses.

So if you have accidentally fallen asleep in the sun or have missed a 
spot in your sunscreen application … 

How do we TREAT SUNBURN?! Dehydration of the skin and 
body is the main factor to address in sunburn treatment.

SKIN – Apply a cool compress or have a cool bath. Aloe Vera or 
Solugel can be used for their soothing and healing actions and are 
particularly effective if stored in the refrigerator. For sunburn that is 
too sensitive to touch an Aloe Vera spray (+/- local anaesthetic e.g. 
Solarcaine) may be less painful than topical gels. Avoid hot showers 
and soaps as they may further irritate the skin (have cool showers, 
use soap substitutes), avoid popping blisters (to prevent infection) 
or peeling skin (allow you body to do so naturally as part of its 
healing process). Recovery does take time and requires patience. 
Applying a basic moisturiser (e.g. Sorbolene) liberally to the affected 
areas will help hydrate skin and provide relief from itchiness and 
discomfort as the skin peels and heals. For severe sunburn, over-the-
counter oral pain reliever may be required. 

BODY – Drink plenty of water or re-hydrating fluids (Hydralyte, 
Gastrolyte) to replenish the moisture loss from being in the sun  
and heat.

Note if the sunburn is accompanied by symptoms of fever, blisters, 
headache, nausea or vomiting, this may indicate a more serious heat 
reaction and urgent medical assistance is advised. Also remember, 
always have any new, changing or suspicious moles checked by the 
doctor or visit a skin cancer clinic for evaluation. 

Enjoy a Sun Smart Summer!

Upper Beac Riding Club
Pam Edwards

Happy 40th birthday

Life member Rick Thirkell and club member Jen Knoetze admire the new holding yards built with the assistance of a 
Cardinia Council grant.

Jasper Hails, husband of the late Beryl Hails who was a founding member of the Upper Beaconsfield Riding Club, 
cuts the club’s 40th anniversary cake while the Mayor Graham Legge and Club President Toni Benetti watch on.

The Mayor Graeme Legge enjoys past member Ann Knights 
recital of the Banjo Patterson Poem ‘In the Droving Days’.
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Wildlife Watch
Laura Levens

This moth with a bright green pattern on a rich brown background 
is one of a selection we have found among the weeds. Its name is 
Cosmodes Elegans. Another was a plume moth, Simpunctiptilia 
Emissalis. Say that ten times quickly!

A red and blue mayfly, Xanthagrion Erythroneurum, rested on a 
weeding girl’s arm and waited to be captured!

And the CFA is correct about the rank weed growth, on my place 
anyway. Everything seems twice the height and twice as much as 
ever before and much damper as well! It is good to know that the 
state government has the telephone fire warning system ready to use 
when the growth dries out.

The rain has also kept our 
larger pool full enough to 
encourage tadpoles, at least 75 
flicking around and growing 
larger. Their shape is beginning 
to appear more frog-like day 
by day. I suspect they will be 
southern brown tree frogs as 
they are the most common 
species here.

Wattle mat rush, bluebells, 
early nancys, goodenias, 
daviesias and milkmaids are all 

flowering now. Small yellow-centered white flowers of sweet hounds 
tongue will soon 
perfume warm 
evenings. Prior 
to the day when 
we had 54 mm of 
rain it was warm 
enough (over 26 
degrees) to open 
blue and pink sun 

orchids in goodly numbers. Look for tall plants of 
pink hyacinth orchids and dark red tongue orchids 
near to Christmas time.

Does anyone know where all the honey bees were 
when the early acacias were blooming? For that matter 
I haven’t seen any here since, either. Hope they come 
back when the vegetables are in flower.

UB Rural Fire Brigade
Liz Brandie, Secretary

We are approaching the fire season again 
and we should be preparing our properties 
accordingly, clearing of tree branches 
and burning of fuels around our home or 
property before the fire danger period and 
restrictions are advertised.

It is time to visit your personal fire plan and 
your decisions with regard to the whole 
family, giving special attention to your fire 
kit with protective cotton or wool clothing, 
gloves, hats, masks, batteries, radios, woollen 
blankets, water supply hoses and fittings.

Attend the Fire Ready meetings in your area 
and get the updates as they changes every 
year with new additional information that 
could save you and your family’s lives.

There is a way you could volunteer some of 
your time for yourself and your community.

You could organize street working bees 
to clear your area and your neighbour’s 
thereby reducing the workload for you and 

also helping your older neighbours. Many 
hands make light work and you would have 
a varied assortment of tools. This creates a 
good feeling of community spirit; you could 
end the day with a BBQ and get to know 
the whole street.

Move what’s left of your winter wood stacks 
well away from your house and relocate 
for next winter. Clean gutters of leaves and 
debris and remove branches hanging over 
your house. Slash the long grass around the 
perimeter and mow the grass short for the 
summer period.

It is a good idea if you plan to have a large 
burn on your property to notify Captain 
Graeme MacGowan on: 0408 443 374 of 
your intention. This reduces false alarms as 
quite often neighbours see smoke through 
the trees and report a bushfire in the 
vicinity. We will still of course turn out our 
vehicles but if we have an address of a burn 

we can rule out the ones we are notified of 
and be able to pinpoint the vicinity of the 
fire, as it is sometimes difficult to locate the 
actual property with the fire. 

On the weekend of 23 and 24 October the 
Brigade ran two separate fund raising wood 
raffles. Congratulations to John Ward of 
Brennan Avenue for winning Saturday’s 
raffle of a trailer load of split firewood. 
Sunday’s raffle had not only a trailer load 
of fire wood but also had two $50 vouchers 
with the compliments of the Cardinia 
Club as a second prize. Congratulations 
to Michael Oliver from Salisbury road for 
winning the fire wood and to Mark Blacker 
from Stoney Creek road who won the two 
$50 Cardinia Club vouchers.

We would like to thank all the community 
who participated in this important fund 
raising effort.

About Town
Helen Smith

A green haven in Stoney Creek Road
David Vinen opened his lovely garden in Stoney Creek Road to the 
public for the first time over the weekend of 16 and 17 October as 
part of the Australia’s Open Garden Scheme. He has developed his 
garden in stages over the last five years and now the garden shows 
the results of all the care and hard work that David has put in.

Originally the garden was overgrown with shrubs and infested with 
ivy. David sought the advice of local landscaper Evan Gaulke of 
Guys Hill to develop a suitable design. Though not large, the garden 
looks bigger as it is made up of “rooms” and as you walk through 
each area there is something different to look at. The garden has 
a small lawn only, and is terraced with attractive stone steps and 
retaining walls. Gravel paths or stepping stones border the garden 
beds, and there is a small pool. The beds of plants show a variety 
of textures and coloured foliage, so that even when there are no 
flowers, the garden looks interesting. Accents of burgundy foliage 
feature throughout. The garden is full of little birds, many of them 
honeyeaters, which dive through like little kamikazes, missing your 
head by centimetres. Ever since some neighbouring cats moved out, 
Lyn and David have noticed a marked increase in bird life. They 
even had an echidna visit one day recently.

Despite the cold and wet weekend David and partner Lyn had over 

100 visitors 
including local 
residents, and 
others coming 
from as far as 
Leongatha and 
Ringwood. Funds 
raised on the day 
were donated 
to the Upper 
Beaconsfield 
Rural Fire 
Brigade. David 
thinks that he may open the garden again in a couple of years, so 
keep an eye out for it if you missed out this time.

On another note, David and Lyn recently enjoyed a National 
Veteran Car Club rally in Tasmania. The owners of over of 
120 veteran (pre 1918) cars and motorcycles drove around the 
Launceston area for one week, fortunately in perfect weather 
this time. David’s father loves restoring old cars and David and 
Lyn drove his father’s Belgian car, a 1908 Metallurgique, while 
his parents Barry and Yolanda (from Berwick) drove a 1913 
Metallurgique. 
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Primary School news
Nick Karanzoulis, Principal

As the year comes to a rapid close, it is a worthwhile exercise 
to reflect on the year that was at Beaconsfield Upper Primary 
School. The construction of our new building has been a major 
development for BUPS and the general community. We now have 
a fantastic facility at Upper Beaconsfield 
that will be enjoyed by many generations 
to come. Our $2 million new facility is 
already worth over $4 million. As well as 
a sporting venue, enabling competition 
matches in basketball, netball and 
volleyball to be held, there will be endless 
uses by the school and the community 
with a full size stage, dressing rooms, 
kitchen, function room and storage 
spaces available for use. The efforts of 
our school council president, Mr Gavin 
McGill, need to be acknowledged as 
his efforts significantly contributed to 
the building of this magnificent school/
community asset.

After some six years in the making, 
this year witnessed the introduction of 
the Department’s Ultranet, a website 
program that can be accessed by all 
government teachers, students and 
parents 24/7. All can now share knowledge, experience, best 
practice and opportunities to improve how we function as students 
and teachers. Parents will appreciate the information available to 
them regarding their children that will include reports, attendance 
figures, learning tasks and progress in completing and submitting 
those set tasks. Victoria is the first and the only State in Australia to 
bring all the education stake holders together and enable them to 
communicate in a safe cyber environment.

BUPS was fortunate enough to be recommended by the Region as 
one of twenty schools, to be a part of the  Leading Practice Schools 
Field Trial. In partnership with Wooranna Park Primary School, we 
will be looking at ways that best practices can be shared with other 
schools in the State. This should lead to significant improvements to 
our State Education System.

There have been many highlights this year one of them being the 
performance of the musical Circus Splendida – what a brilliant 
display by our 300 children on stage as they sang, danced, 
performed gymnastic feats that amazed the audience and even 

showed some magic tricks that look so real for the audience.

The introduction of the Australian Developmental Curriculum 
(Kathy Walker’s model) in the Prep Grade 2 classes has enhanced 
the quality of learning. Students are now being more engaged with 
their learning, with authentic learning experiences to which the 
students nominate some of the investigations.

Our school entered the Cardinia schools’ debating competition 
for the first time, with both teams being declared the winners of 
round 2. Our two grade 6 students were brilliant with the delivery 
of their speeches at the annual Pakenham Rotary Public Speaking 
Tournament. At the Chess Tournament that BUPS hosted, our 
chess team came a respectable third out of eight schools. Our grade 
6s  participated in the Melbourne Water Conference, and as part 
of the National Tree Planting Day, our children contributed to the 
planting of about 250 trees and shrubs and grasses, especially at the 
front entrance.

In sport, 15 teams participated in the McDonald’s Hooptime 
Basketball Tournament, with two teams making it to the Regional 
Finals and the Grade 3 /4 Girls All Stars played off in the State 
Finals. There are seven basketball teams representing BUPS in  after-
school competitions. Our Athletics team finished runners – up at 
the District Level and 16 children competed at the Zone Finals in 
the first week of Term 4. Our girls’ football team made it through to 
the Zone Finals.

After many years discussing the need to surface the car park, 
including the teachers’ car park, we finally convinced the Shire 
Council to match our school’s $30 000 to have the area designed 
with a traffic flow that will be safer for all users and have a system 

about it. I would hope that all users of the 
Upper Beaconsfield Recreation Reserve 
appreciate the benefits of this well-designed 
car park.

Using the Commonwealth Government’s 
NSP grant, we had a portico built at the car 
park entrance to our school, providing a 
welcome statement to our visitors as well as 
an excellent shelter for our community.

I would like to extend my gratitude to the 
Gavin McGill and the school council for 
having the vision and belief that we can 
make BUPS a greater school in many ways. 
I thank councillors for their time and their 
efforts this year. I would also like to thank 
Pauline Bachelard and the PFA for the 
endless work that they do as they support 
school programs, make being a student/
teacher/parent at BUPS an enjoyable, 

rewarding and fun time. 

A big thank you to the staff at BUPS for 
their commitment, dedication, passion and 
care that they provide our children with. 
They certainly make every child at BUPS 

feel wanted, and give each one of them 
every opportunity to achieve to the best of 
their ability. Their extra curricula activities 
at lunchtimes, after school and on many 
weekends enhances the “belong to BUPS” 
feeling to our children. 

To all the children at BUPS in 2010, I 
hope that you have enjoyed your learning 
experiences and you now feel more 
confident that you can achieve your dreams. 
Good luck to our 42 grade 6 graduates who 
will start a new phase of the formal learning 
process, life at secondary school. There 
will be many challengers along the way but 
remember, seize the day!

Merry Christmas to all our staff, children, 
their families and the Upper Beaconsfield 
Community. Wishing all a safe and 
prosperous New Year.

Ranges Ward
Mayor Graeme Legge

Upper Beaconsfield Cricket Club honoured its life members at its 
recent inaugural Life Members Dinner at Cardinia Beaconhills 
Golf Club. It was impressive to have had life members honoured for 
their respective service and contributions to the Club. This valuable 
reference to the internal history of the Club was uplifting to all in 
attendance and certainly encouraging to younger members. 

Another Queen’s Scout in Upper Beaconsfield! The whole 
community does well to be proud of Madeleine Sawyer for her 
faithful and steadfast progression through the requirements of the 
Badge. An achievement such as this will be recognised throughout 
Madeleine’s life.

Cubs from Upper Beaconsfield attended the Cubboree at Gilwell 
Park. What a feature event that was! So many activities in which 
to participate and so many cubs with whom to share. In addition 
to on-site activities there were some which involved Puffing Billy 
transporting cubs and leaders from Gembrook to Emerald Lake 
Park and return.

May Christmas time be special to all and may we benefit from the 
significance of its origin. And then it’s forward to the New Year and 
then the local Village Festival. May we also keep safe throughout the 
summer season.

Act now on European Wasps
Now that spring is here, many animals 
are breeding. Included are the 
damaging and annoying European 
Wasps. In an earlier article it was 
noted that the wasps hibernate for 
winter. At this time of year, the larger 
nests are becoming active and the new 
queens are beginning to establish their own 
nests. Now is a good time to eradicate as 
many of these nests as possible. The easiest 
way is to put a commercial brand of ant and 
‘roach dust around any discovered nest. An 
alternative is to attract scavenging wasps to 
a trap and have them carry the dust back 

to their nest. The 
wasps do this by 
brushing against 
the dust that has 
been laid in a trap 
placed near your 
house.

The photo below 
shows a 

simple 

homemade wasp trap. It 
consists of a plastic bottle with the top 
cut off and a piece of wire that holds meat 
to attract the wasps. In the bottom of the 
bottle ant and roach dust is placed which 

will be taken back to the nest after the wasps 
fall in. The cover on the top is to protect 
the apparatus from rain. Another opening 
should be made lower down so that the 
dusted wasps can get out and return to the 
nest. Commercial traps are also available. 

Conservation Group
Fergus O’Gallagher, Secretary
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Upper Beac Scout Group
Ali Hudson Group Chairperson

Awards, Awards, Awards
Upper Beaconsfield Scout Group are 
certainly on a roll at the moment. In 
September the Group was awarded the 
Chief Commissioner’s Award for the 
continued growth of the group, and the 
Quality Scouting Award for retaining the 
youth membership. I believe this directly 
reflects the calibre of the program 
organised by the leaders. This year alone 
we have had caving, canoeing on both 
lake and sea, biking, hiking, 4W Driving, 
horse riding, sailing and numerous 
activity camps. Where else can your 
children go to get such amazing events for 
less than 70 cents a day? These activities 
provide opportunities for your kids to 
develop skills, try new experiences and 
discover their own strengths. Scouting is 
an investment in your child’s future and 
we are extremely fortunate to have such a 
valuable facility on our doorstep.

Later this month we see the presentation 
of the Scout Medallion to Tom Inkster 
and Brendan Boon, the highest award 
a Scout can gain, and Grey Wolf to 
Madison Gerdan and Jesse Walker, the 
highest award to be earned by a Cub. 
We have also seen Venturer Maddy Sawyer 
awarded the Queens Scout, which is a 
tremendous achievement. Congratulations 
to all of you, these awards require a lot of 
time and effort over and above attendance 

at meeting nights. Many hours of individual 
work is also required to obtain these awards. 
Thanks also to their leaders  and parents 
who no doubt have also supported and 
encouraged these guys & gals along the way. 

Both the Cub and Scout section (on 
different nights) attended the Upper 
Beaconsfield CFA for an informative and 

wet evening – thank you to the CFA as all 
the cubs and scouts had a great night. 

Cuboree is the Cub section’s version of 
a Jamboree. It was held at Gilwell Park 
in Gembrook on the last week of school 

holidays. There was a total of 3 000 cubs, 
leaders, activity and support staff on site, 
including doctors and police. Upper 
Beaconsfield sent 13 cubs, two leaders and 
three catering staff. The cubs participated 
in 5 days of fun activities just a few of those 
were: a Puffing Billy ride, Ned Kelly and 
Eureka Stockade sessions, travelling back 

into time to ‘cub-a-lot’ and playing medieval 
games and activities, visiting the ‘circus and 
carnival’, made damper, boomerangs that 
actually come back at Dreamtime, Disco 
and Campfire. We had a fantastic time, 
made new friends and participated in new 
activities.

On behalf of the Upper Beaconsfield 
Group I would like to say a big thank you 
to Robert Fidone, Alistair Van Den Broek, 
Dale Wilkinson and Fred Pavanello, who 
put in a lot of time and effort to ensure we 
had the best possible camp and catering.

Cuboree is normally held every 3 years, this 
year it was moved from April to September 
, so as a one off it will be held again next 
year. A great opportunity exists, for 8–10 
year olds, to join cubs now, or early next 
year and be able to experience a Cuboree. 
Please contact Kathy McGrath 0403 698 
774 or Paul Deady 0433 905 609 for more 
information.

The Scouts have been doing navigation, fire 
nights, night hikes, canoeing & meeting 
up with the Nar Nar Goon Troop. Most 

of them are off to Mt Martha for a fun activities camp later in the 
month. Early next year they can look forward to a beach/fishing 
camp and water sports night.

The Venturers have been away for a horse riding camp, 4W Driving 
weekend, swimming, skating, dancing and are also off to Ballarat for 
their Vic Gathering Camp at the beginning of December. Venturer 
Alex Gordon is going to Japan on 28 November for 8 weeks. He 
will stay with another venturer in Osaka, doing this exchange 
with Scouts Australia. They offer the chance for venturers to go to 
England, Denmark or Japan and experience the culture and what 
it is like to do scouting in another country. He will attend school, 
venturers and much more. He is really looking forward to going and 
improving his Japanese and learning about a different country.

The Rovers although small in number continue to meet & currently 

enjoy meeting regularly with the Emerald Crew.

We have had a small change in our committee following our Annual 
Presentation night in September, I would like to thank Carrie 
Archer for doing a tremendous job as treasurer and welcome Wendy 
Boon into the role. Many thanks also to Robin Lafferty for all her 
assistance with fundraising – this year we have been able to purchase 
four much needed Auto tents.

Last but not least we will be having our Annual Christmas Break Up 
on Tuesday 14 December at the Pine Grove, everyone is welcome, 
numbers please to Ali 5944 3849 by 1 December.

If you would like to find out more or how to join in the fun at either 
Cubs, Scouts, Venturers or Rovers please feel free to contact Paul 
Deady at gl.upperbeaconsfield @ vicscouts.org or phone  
AH 5944 4248. 

Upper Beaconsfield Kindergarten
Kristy Pentland, President 2007-2010

100% Kinder Satisfaction
It’s with great pleasure that I write this 
report, after seven continuous years with the 
Upper Beaconsfield Kindergarten I’m finally 
bidding farewell. There could be no better 
time to hand over either as our recent survey 
results showed 100% of all respondents are 
satisfied with the kinder experience that we 
offer. For the first time in many years we 
analysed the data from our parent surveys 
separately. Consumers were asked to rate 
or respond to a range of 11 questions. I 
was delighted to see that all responses were 
positive and some remarks made by parents 
could be printed and framed.

Still with the good news, I’m delighted 
to announce the near completion of our 
ramp extension at the Prekinder building 
on McBride Rd. After almost 2 ½ years 

we finally have an entry that is safer, more 
pram and wheelchair friendly and more 
useful for parents. This project commenced 
with a successful Capital Works Grant 
submitted by Michelle Laws in 2008. 
When the project plans became a logistical 
nightmare Debbie McPhee, Fiona and John 
Scarborough stepped in to assist. Finally 
the committee rejected the Capital Works 
Grant and opted for a Commonwealth 
grant instead. After more paperwork 
than we ever thought possible we finally 
completed what at times seemed impossible. 
I’d like to thank everyone on the Kinder 
Committees from 2008 to current day for 
their amazing perseverance. As you can see 
from the photos below, all the hard work 
has paid off.

Another big project to be completed in 
the following weeks is the reconstruction 
and renovation of our kitchen at the kinder 
building. This $32 000 project has come 
together from another successful Capital 
Works Grant. The Kinder has been awarded 
$16 000 through Council and the remaining 
$16 000 was raised by our amazing 
fundraising team led by Tracey Wadelton.

Our teaching staff are just starting to wind 
the children up towards the Christmas 
festivities. Now I’m never one to give 
away a secret but parents, if you miss this 
year’s Kinder concerts make sure someone 
videos the entire event. In fact, make sure 
Grandma, Pops, Aunty, Uncle and long lost 
cousin all come too. 

Our AGM was conducted in early 
November and once again we have a very 
vibrant group all keen to leave their mark 
on our wonderful little kinders. For those 

of you who will enrol children into our 
lovely community run kinder in the future I 
urge you to get involved on the committee. 
It’s a wonderful way to meet new people. 
My husband and I moved to Guys Hill in 
2000, we knew exactly 0 people when we 
came here. That remained the case until our 
daughter Tamsyn started at Prekinder. Now, 
after Ry and Taj have both completed their 
preschool education I can boast that I have 
the best and closest friends that I’ve had in 
my life. Thank-you to all the families who 
make our kinders so great. Thank-you so 
much to all the committee members who 
have helped me over the years. Thank-you 
too, to the teachers who have instilled in 
my children such a keenness to learn and 
participate. I wish the kinder and all the 
future committees all the very best. Merry 
Christmas.
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Tennis Club
Cam McCormick

Our Annual General Meeting in August resulted in some new (and 
old) faces on the Committee. Thanks to Peter Puts, Bruce Harper 
for jumping on board the committee, which now consists of: 
Nic Gamble (President); Callen O’Brien (Treasurer); Di Eibl 
(Secretary); Glenn Burridge (Vice President); Jenny McCormick; 
Peter Durkin; Cam McCormick; Matt Hendrie; Peter Puts; and 
Bruce Harper.

Thanks to outgoing committee members Nikki Le Brocq for all her 
excellent work organising the juniors and Matt Hutchinson for his 
general maintenance and BBQ skills.

Upcoming events
4 December – Christmas party
This event is usually the highlight of the tennis year. Free dinner, 
Father Christmas arriving at 7.30 pm and the finals of the club 
championships are some of the evening’s highlights. Confirmed 
senior finalists are Michael Blackman vs Peter Puts for the men’s 
singles, and Blackman/Puts vs Mark Eibl/Luke Briffa for the doubles. 
We hope to see every member at the club for this great event.

30 January – Social night
Come up to the club for an afternoon/evening game of tennis and 
BBQ or just watch the Australian Open final on the big screen like 
the rest of us.

Inter-club competition
We are already well into Summer competition which started in early 
October, but it’s never too late to register your interest in becoming 
an emergency/fill-in player, or a regular for winter next year. Anyone 
wanting to play should contact Nic Gamble (0438 443 756 or 
nic.g @ bigpond.com) for Pennant or Peter Durkin (9215  3129, 
5944 3765 or peter.durkin @ ato.gov.au) for Waverley District.

Anyone interested in playing Midweek ladies competition whether 
beginner or experienced please contact Kerrie Stanley (5944 4066 
or travelsafe @ netspace.net.au).

Our junior teams continue to be very successful, however we need 
to keep feeding new players into the system as our top level players 
are eventually forced out for being too old. Any interested junior 
players within the community can ring Peter Thompson on 5944 
4634 for more details.

Night tennis
Monday Night (Beginners/Intermediate)
Any players interested in Monday night please contact Sharon 
Brockman on 5944 3829 or 0439 933 668.

Tuesday Night (Intermediate/Advanced)
If you are keen for some good competition as well as a social night 
out please contact Leanne Ricketts on 5944 3910 or 0417 660 377. 
We are currently looking for emergency players.

Wednesday Night (Advanced)
Wednesday night tennis continues on as usual - no teams, no 
schedules, no worries, just roll up whenever you feel like a game. For 
those that feel they must, call Nick Gamble on 0438 443 756 to find 
out more.

Thursday Night (Beginner/Intermediate)
If you are interested in Thursday night tennis please ring Dave 
Harvey on 5944 3385 or 0400 457 505.

New addition to the club

Many thanks to Susan Handwerk from Berwick Potteries for 
donating this fantastic water feature to the club. No doubt one of 
our next working bee jobs will be to make a new garden somewhere 
in the grounds that will show this off to maximum effect.

Enjoy what’s left of spring and best wishes for Christmas and the 
New Year.

Upper Beaconsfield Emergency 
Alert System 
Ed Keon-Cohen

The Upper Beaconsfield system is a not 
for profit, local community run message 
alert system for residents in the event of an 
emergency or bushfire. The system will send 
an SMS to all registered mobile numbers, 
and will deliver to all registered landlines, an 
identical voice message.

This is not a government (eg. National 
Emergency Warning System) or an official 

emergency services warning system. It is 
provided on a ‘best endeavours’ basis, so 
there should be no expectation that you 
will receive a warning in every situation. 
Reports of fire information will come from  
publicly available fire information and local 
sources such as the Toomuc Valley Fire Alert 
System, Fire Guard Co-ordinators, some 
CFA volunteers and other local residents, 
who can all trigger the system.

The system is co-ordinated by Ed Keon-
Cohen and currently has over 640 
residents registered. Administration of the 

database and subscriptions is done by the 
Community Centre. All information is kept 
confidential, and please update your details 
should they change. The cost is five dollars 
per phone number, and all monies are 
utilised only for sending the messages. 

For more information contact the Upper 
Beaconsfield Community Centre.  
10-12 Salisbury Road, Upper Beaconsfield 
Phone: 59443484 or  
Email: ub.smsalerts@gmail.com

We love Upper Beaconsfield Toy Library
We asked members “What do you like about the Upper 
Beaconsfield Toy Library?” The responses were very positive. 

The most common responses 
were that members were thrilled 
with the idea of borrowing new, 
quality toys for a moderate 
membership fee rather than 
buying the toys new. They were 
very pleased with the selection 
of toys: “The range, quality and 
condition of toys is terrific”.

Members found that the hours 
were convenient on Thursdays 
and Saturdays, that borrowing 
and returning of toys is easy and 
fun for the children. Visiting the 
library is a social occasion for 
parents and children, and even 
doing duty is a pleasure.

The following are some of the 
responses of members:
• The toy library is a successful example of community 

collaboration, and at minimal cost my children can play with 
toys I couldn’t afford to buy.

• There are lots of baby and toddler toys here. They look clean 
and safe. Even the large toys fold up easily to fit into the car.

• I like how you can borrow up to 5 toys and return them for 
new ones after a week.

• I like the range of toys and the membership price –Awesome! 
My daughter gets bored with toys, I’m glad I don’t have to buy 
them.

• My two year old understands that we borrow something 
then we return it, it’s a great learning tool. Happy with the 
(opening) hours. 

• The toys available, especially for parties, are fantastic – it’s 
better than hiring as you can borrow toys all year round.

• My children look forward to toy library, they always ask “can 
we ‘buy’ this one mummy?”

• I have only just moved to the area, and it’s terrific. You seem to 
have everything a child could wish for and more!

In a nutshell: the Upper 
Beaconsfield Toy Library is 
Friendly, Affordable & Fun!

The Upper Beaconsfield Toy 
Library is located at 
the UB Community 
Centre and is open 
Thursday & Saturday 
9.30–10.30 am. 
We will be closed 
after Saturday 11 
December and 
reopen Thursday 3 
February 2011 for 
more information 
contact Fiona on 5944 4852 or go to www.upperbeac.
acfe.vic.edu.au Visit – Upper Beaconsfield Toy Library on 
Facebook – Just look out for the green bear.

Merry Christmas to our members and sponsors from Fiona, 
Marie, Cathy, Rosemary, Sue and Rebecca (2010 Toy 
Library Committee) 

Wanted! Copies of previous UBTL newsletters or brochures 
prior to 2004, please contact Marie on 5944 3091

Toy Library
Marie Rogers

With every Gift Voucher purchase over $85
Receive a FREE $20 Gift Card for yourself

Great idea for Christmas Presents
Pure Beauty is now open and offering the following treatments

Shellac Gel!  Spa Manicures  Spa Pedicures
MicroDermabrasion  Facials  Facial Peels
Relaxation Massage  Waxing  Tinting
Spray Tan  Make Up  Packages

Gift Vouchers Available

9707 2700
Shop 10, 55 Old Princes Hwy

Beaconsfield 3807
Next to Australia Post

www.purebeautymedispa.com.au

Offer ends 24th Dec
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Cardinia Beaconhills Golf

With fine weather finally now upon us and the course coming 
up to peak condition, the busiest months of our golfing year have 
commenced. The wet winter has certainly boosted current growing 
conditions, creating a quality of turf on the tees, fairways and 
greens, that we haven’t seen for some years after the drier winters we 
have had over recent times.

Just like the Spring Carnival at Flemington, the better weather 
brings with it the Club’s more important events for the year, which 
kicked off with our ‘Week of Golf ’ in November. This event ran 
from 10–14 November, and saw our 36 hole Open event played 
on the Saturday. Past winners of the Open include now successful 
professional golfers Steve Allen and Ashley Hall, who both won 
the event as amateurs prior to joining the pro ranks. Current holder 
of the title is our very own Matt Buff, who also has aspirations of 
becoming a professional and is currently undertaking his traineeship 
over at Yerring Meadows Golf Club in the Yarra Valley. We’ve also 
introduced an 18 hole stroke event for low handicap female golfers 
this year at the request of Women’s Golf Victoria, to help increase 
their schedule of events for the year. The Club Championships, our 
major event for the year, will be played in February and is eagerly 
anticipated by all players. The ability to put four strong rounds 
together is tough for all at our level of ability, so the eventual 
winners in each of the three grades should be very proud of their 
efforts. There will be the usual sorry tales of misfortune by many 
after a bad hole or round, but that’s what makes it a challenge and a 
great game to play.

The club has recently 
introduced a 12 month 
membership fee of 
$979, this is targeted 
at new members or for 
those who have not 
been a member of the 
club in the previous 
5 years. This fee 
represents a substantial 
discount from the 

standard fee, and has already seen many people appreciating the 
value it offers by having joined the club. There is still much to do 
to get the membership levels back to where they have been over 
previous years, so the hard work continues. Membership levels at 
many golf clubs have dwindled over the last 5–7 years, for a variety 
of factors. Ideally the sport in this country needs another player 
to rise and follow in the footsteps of Greg Norman who single-
handedly boosted the game in this country for many years. Maybe 
one of our juniors!!

One of the areas that we have seen growth in over recent months 
is the number of women playing golf. Playing either on their own, 
with other female friends or even with their spouse or partner, this 
has been really encouraging. Backed up by the clinics club teaching 
pro David Williams has been running for lady beginner golfers on a 
Monday, the increased participation by women is a healthy sign of 
good things ahead.

With Christmas fast approaching, club pro Mark Griffin has an 
excellent array of golf equipment in the proshop: clubs, bags, 
buggies, clothing, lessons, etc. So if you have a keen golfer in the 
family make sure you come up and see Mark to help cross some of 
those people on your list off it in one fell swoop!!

In what has been a challenging year financially for the Club, we’ve 
come out the other side in much better condition than we were 12 
months ago. To all those people who have worked tirelessly over the 

last 12–16 months to 
keep the club viable, 
a big thank you and 
your efforts have been 
greatly appreciated. 
To those who feel 
they could do more 
to support the club 
over the next 12 
months, here is your 
opportunity! There is 
still much to be done. 

2011 Village Bell Subs $5     PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!

 Full Name:  ____________________________________________________________________

 Address:  ____________________________________________________________________

 Amount Enclosed: __________________________    Thank you for your support!

 (    )  I would like to be emailed UBA meeting minutes and news. 

 Email address: __________________________________________________

Village Bell subscriptions for 2011
The Village Bell is our community’s newspaper and is written, edited, 
compiled and collated by volunteers. It is produced 4 times a year 
and is delivered to every letterbox in Upper Beaconsfield by Australia 
Post. Each household is asked to pay $5 for their annual subscription 
which helps to pay for the Village Bell’s production. 

Subs for 2010 are now due and can now be paid at either the 

Community Centre, General Store or Post Office.

If you find it easier to pay by internet banking, please send payment 
to Commonwealth Bank of Australia,  
Account Name: Upper Beaconsfield Association Incorporated  
BSB 063-549, Account number 0080-0228

Please tag your payment with your name and VB Subs so we know 
who sent it. Thank you to those who have subscribed this year.


