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VILLAGE
BELL

U P P E R  B E AC O N S F I E L D

Matt McDonald

After more that twelve 
years running the 
Upper Beaconsfield 
General Store John 
and Scott handed over 
the ownership at the 
beginning of August. 

The new owners are 
Upper Beaconsfield 
residents Gail and 
Mark Kelly. They 
provided the following 
introduction of 
themselves for the 
Village Bell:

“We have been 
residents in Upper 
Beaconsfield for the past 11 years. Prior to that we were in Berwick 
for 10 years. Our children have grown up in the area attending 
Berwick Primary and then Berwick Secondary. We have three 
children two girls and a boy. Our son Jason Kelly played footy for 
Berwick from ten years of age till 23 then went to Lang Lang for 
three seasons and is now back at Berwick and is the club captain. We 
are very proud grandparents of a beautiful little boy and have two 
more due before Christmas (so if we are missing from the shop at 
the end November/start of December this will be why).

“This is our first 
experience at running 
our own retail store 
but Mark has been 
in the retail industry 
for over 30 years. 
He started his career 
with Safeway and as a 
training store manager 
we were moved all over 
Victoria, including 
Colac, Traralgon 
and Geelong. He left 
Safeway after 23 years 
and moved to the 
Melbourne Markets, 
so was working on the 
other side of the fence. 

After several years there he worked for some private companies 
setting up their stores and for the past two years has been back with 
Woolworths managing their new concept grocery stores "Thomas 
Dux".

“Gail has been running the Gymnastics Club at Endeavour Hills 
YMCA for the past four years and prior to that conducted her 
own dance classes at both Berwick and Endeavour Hills YMCA's, 
teaching classes to students from pre-schoolers all the way through 
to adults.

Changeover at the General Store

Sally Randall, President UBCC

You may have read reports in the local 
papers over the past weeks about the loss of 
State government funding for community-
based ‘occasional’ child care providers. The 
Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre 
was one of the recipients of that funding, 
which enabled us to subsidise the cost of 
child care at our centre, enabling us to offer 
flexible and reasonably priced ‘occasional’ 

child care to our community. 

The funding was provided under the 
“Take a Break” program administered by 
the State Government, but supported by 
a contribution of 70% from the Federal 
Government. The Federal Government 
ceased its support of the program in mid-
2010, and the State Labour government of 
the time fortunately decided to fully fund 
the program for one more year. In the recent 

Budget, the State government decided 
to cease the “Take a Break” program 
altogether, jeopardising the survival of many 
community based occasional child care 
providers such as ourselves.

Child care providers have continued 
to campaign for the resumption of this 
program, which a number of other State 
governments around Australia have chosen 

Funding problems at Upper Beaconsfield Crèche

continued on page 3

continued on page 3
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Rainfall at “Barkala”, Beaconsfield–Emerald Road
George Moir

Month 43 yr average 2010 2011
Jan 62.8 43.9 98.9
Feb 53.4 25.1 250.5
Mar 64.4 95.8 58.9
Apr 76.9 79.2 101.0
May 85.0 62.6 96.4
Jun 79.1 99.6 66.6
Jul 79.2 63.2 65.9

Aug 87.4 129.4
Sep 90.3 67.4
Oct 95.4 162.3

Nov 85.6 117.3
Dec 80.5 111.4

Total 940 mm 1057.2 mm

The above average rainfall over the summer months (December 
to February) continued for the autumn months (March to May).

The first two months of winter had slightly lower than average 
rainfall.

Summer 460.8 mm (average 196.7 mm) 
Autumn 264.0 mm (average 241.0 mm) 
2011 ytd 738.2 mm (average 500.8 mm)

Adamson, John & Sarah
Appleton, Judy
Bain, John & Cathy
Bilton, Kim & Michael
Brens, Greg & Ziero
Bryen, Rosemary
Carmody, Jan
Cooper, J & E
Dack family
Day, Will & Susi Sironic
Dow, Ken
Edwards, Sally & 

Rewell, Andrew
Fitzgerald, Bronwyn & 

Mike
Frankcombe Family
Giblberthorpe, Norman 

& Marylyn
Golding Family
Gould, Marie
Graham, Richard & 

Marion
Halliday, Richard & 

Dorothy
Hamilton, SP & BD
Hanning, Rhonda & 

Peter
Hapke, Ulrich
Harris, Mark & Sharon

Harvey, Robin & 
Cheryl

Higgott, Paul & Kath
Hopkins, Daryl & 

Jennifer
Jones, G, S & D
Lastra, Kris & Pat
Marinelli, Santino & 

Lynette
McCann family
McDonald, Neil & Pam
Marshall, Tony & Kathy
Moir, George
Mosterd, Kerrin
Newham, Traci & Greg
Palmer, Gary & Petra
Porz, Tess
Ridgeway, Noel
Robe, Neil & Fiona
Ronald (Reg) & Vera 

Giles
Stephens, Mark & 

family
Thomson, Wendy
Trezise, Geoff & Jan
Walton, Jean
Wastell, Rosemary
Watson, Victoria & Paul
Winther family

Thank You 2011 subscribers

Red Cross Christmas cards, calendars and diaries can be purchased at the Berwick Mechanics Institute Library in 
High Street from mid September or by phoning Barbara Jackson. The Library is also a drop off point for used stamps. 
Red Cross philatelic section raises in excess of $10 000 annually from this small gesture of saving stamps from your 
mail. Leave a generous amount of envelope around stamp so they are not damaged or torn.

Berwick/UB Red Cross Unit
Barbara Jackson, Upper Beaconsfield Area Co-ordinator. 5944 3554

Cockatoo & Hills No Interest 
Loan Scheme 
Ph: 5968 7000

Mob: 0427 895 596

NILS is a community 
partnership that 
facilitates the purchase  
of essential brand new 
household goods, car repairs 
and car registration, using safe and accessible 
credit with no interest charged. 

WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO APPLY
• Eligible residents must live in one of the 

following postcodes: 3159, 3781, 3782, 
3783, 3808 (for at least 6 months)

• Be in receipt of a health care card or 
similar benefit

• Have the capacity to repay the loan on a 
fortnightly basis over 12 months

• Loan limit up to $1200

Cardinia Ratepayers & Residents Association 
(CRRA) Inc.
We, the CRRA, are supporting the residents of Cockatoo in 
their campaign to save the historic McBride Street community 
building and we have called on the Council to review the 
decision to demolish the building.

The Minister for Planning is reviewing the Planning & 
Environment Act 1987 and has invited community comment, 
closing date  
31 August. Changes to the Act could have future implications 
for the current planning process. Be informed, see www.dpcd.
vic.gov.au  and make your comment. 

Ask your local Councillors about Cardinia Shire’s “logical 
inclusions” to the Urban Growth Boundary?

For further information, contact:  

CRRA, PO Box 161 Officer 3809, crra05 @ gmail.com or by 
phone: 0414 270 564 / 0419 135 712;  
web: www.crra.org.au 

CRRA, Working for ratepayer equity, residential amenity, local 
democracy. 
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“We are very excited to have taken over the Upper Beaconsfield 
General Store, affectionately know as BUGS. This business is a real 
hub in Upper Beaconsfield and very important to the community 
here. We will be endeavouring to continue the services that have 
been available at the store in the past while adding our 
own special touches. We have plans to increase the 
range of products available and stock feed and DIY 
timber are two areas we will be looking at.”

SCOTT was associated with the store since May 
1985, when he worked with Laurie and Sandra 
Fenton. He is looking forward to spending more time 
with his wife Karen and their children, Bryce, 11, 
Brent, 9, Jessica, 5, and Nathan, 4, as well as pursuing 
other business interests.

JOHN said that he and Scott would like to thank 
the people of Upper Beaconsfield for their support 
of the business. They believe it has been a privilege to 
have run the business that is such a key part of Upper 
Beaconsfield. They have made many friends, and both 
will continue to be involved in the community. John 

is also looking forward to a break and a new role, and enjoying his 
family – wife, Sarah, and the two girls, Madeleine, 9 and Lilly, 5.

We wish both Scott and John and their families every best wish 
in their new ventures and Gail and Mark every success in the 
General Store.

What did residents of Upper Beaconsfield 
buy at the General Store one hundred years 
ago? The ledger of 1911/12 of storekeeper 
James Surrey Hopkins has survived, and 
in it we find the accounts of many of the 
people residing in Upper Beaconsfield at 
that time. 

The account of Dr Elliot Drake, a retired 
medical doctor, who moved to our village in 
1910 and built "Woonda Mia" in St Georges 
Road, gives an interesting insight into the 
lifestyle of one resident.

Dr Drake was an avid reader of news, he 

regularly bought The Age, The Argus, The 
Australian, The Leader, as well as a range 
of international newspapers – a fledgling 
wireless service and no television back then, 
might have had something to do with it.

With repeated purchases of birdseed, 
canary seed and parrot seed, he must have 
kept birds, or fed wild ones. He also bought 
Mortein, ammonia, phenyle, insectaban 
from the store. From local newspapers we 
know that he collected butterflies, thus 
those products might have assisted him 
in his hobby. Otherwise he wanted to 

live in a house clear of bugs. His butterfly 
collection was donated to the National 
Museum after his death. If you think that 
sounds fishy, then his orders of Anchovy 
essence, Lobster, 4 lb whiting, 1 lb salmon 
is a reflection on just how hard general 
store owners had to go to satisfy customers, 
at a time when transporting fresh fish from 
the ocean inland would have been quite a 
feat. Orders for dog biscuits, barley, chaff 
pollard and maize suggest he had a dog or 
two, chooks, and a trusty reliable horse for 
transport or pleasure.

History Snippet – General Store
Marianne Rocke

to continue to fund. While the State and 
Federal departments continue to handpass 
responsibility for child care funding 
between themselves, we are now forced to 
consider the future of our crèche without 
this funding. 

The Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development recommends that 
occasional child care providers like ourselves 

should register as Long Day Care providers, 
a move that would considerably increase 
the costs of offering the service, with the 
crèche being open for much longer hours all 
through the year. While this would benefit 
parents and carers who need longer hours 
of care for their children, and would enable 
parents to claim the Child Care Benefit, 
we have no guarantee that there is the need 
for Long Day Care in Upper Beaconsfield. 
There are other alternatives – including 

raising our fees to cover costs, or reducing 
the number of hours we are open. 

Your views needed!
We would very much like to hear your views 
on this subject. Please contact us on 5944 
3484 or at office @ ubcc.org.au and let us 
know what sort of child care service you 
would prefer. A survey is also available at the 
Community Centre to which we would also 
appreciate your responses.

About Town

Funding Problems at UB Crèche
continued from page 1

Changeover at the General Store
continued from page 1
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Upper Beaconsfield Association
Jennie Vaughan, President

Quarterly Report
As reported elsewhere in the Village Bell, 
the Upper Beaconsfield Association lost 
a valuable committee member in June. 
Keith Ewenson will be sadly missed. He 
was involved with a special sub-committee 
which had been set up to look at projects 
in and around Upper Beaconsfield with 
which Cardinia Council could be directly 
involved. He had a meeting with the group 
several days before he died and was keen for 
the projects to be implemented as soon as 
possible.

There has been on-going work with regard 
to the Charles Wilson History and a certain 

amount of success has been achieved by the 
sub-committee.

Several inquiries about natural gas for 
Upper Beaconsfield have been received by 
the UBA. This has happened previously 
and there was no resolution then because of 
the spread of residences in the area. Further 
information is being sought.

Brad Battin, MLA, Member for Gembrook, 
attended the August general meeting and 
answered many questions put to him by the 
residents. Topics included fire preparedness, 
smart meters, the “Roundabout”, youth 
facilities, public transport and several other 
issues. Brad has a caravan which he takes 

from town to town within the electorate 
and he invites residents to visit him in it 
whenever it is sighted. 

The UBA continues to keep its finger on the 
pulse and welcomes suggestions and ideas 
from all residents.

The next UBA 
meeting will be held 

on Wednesday,  
5 October at 8 pm  

Community Complex  
* Everyone is welcome *

At the last General meeting Brad Battin gave an informative and 
interesting presentation on several topics that were of general 
interest to the Upper Beaconsfield residents.

The following are a summary of the items that were addressed.

1.	 Natural	Gas
We were informed that Upper Beaconsfield had missed 
out on the State Government consideration of natural gas 
supply for regional areas because the area is considered to be 
metropolitan. Brad considers that this is an incorrect definition 
of this area, and is intending to make a submission for this area 
(and parts of Emerald) to be taken into consideration after 
current regional areas are accounted for. Unfortunately this will 
be at least 3 years away before consideration.

2.	 Smart	Meters
Brad says that we can definitely refuse installation – regardless 
of what the installers may indicate. This will be the case at least 
until the Smart Meter legislation has been reviewed.

3.	 Vic	Urban	Plans	and	Green	Wedges
The Government is very aware of the need to retain market 
gardens and food belts and will not allow development to 
destroy these essential areas. The review of Green wedges areas 
is not intended to remove these areas, but rather, in some cases, 
to ensure that they and the rules are appropriate.  
An example quoted: In a specific Green Wedge area where an 
orchard is located, the rules state that no more than 5 people 
can be employed concurrently. This is obviously ridiculous 
– consider picking season where there is a need for more 
employees to be utilised.

4.	 Community	Forums
Brad has purchased a blue caravan which he will use as a mobile 

listening post at most of the 46 towns in his electorate. He 
invites anyone who sees this parked in their area to enter to 
discuss any issue. The UBA will publicise times and locations as 
they are established.

5.	 Roundabout	at	St	Georges	Rd
The Government has allocated Funding to the Council for this 
project. (This caused some consternation from Ed Chatwin, as he 
believes that this funding is not nearly enough to achieve results) 
Regardless, Brad insists that the roundabout will be completed 
within the term of current Government.

6.	 Fire	Preparedness
The Government is still considering various submissions 
from Councils and Fire Brigades. This is taking far too long. 
There is Government funding, that has been well publicised 
in the press, that will allow communities to fund various fire 
prevention projects. Brad is concerned about the so called rules 
around fire shelter areas that virtually make it impossible to 
find suitable areas.

7.	 Public	Transport,	Youth	Facilities,	Health	Care
There were discussions around these topics, but there is nothing 
positive to offer. The lack of health facilities  and public 
transport is a common problem in smaller communities. 
Brad is highly committed to youth facilities, but hasn’t 
specifically looked at our area. He invites comments and 
opinions.

8.	 Holm	Park	Recreation	Area
While this development is not actually in our area, it will have 
a positive effect on the over loading of usage on the Upper 
Beaconsfield Oval. There are some issues to be addressed with 
this development, and Council are addressing this area. It will 
probably be 18 months before completion.

Brad Battin, MLA
Presentation at UBA General Meeting summarised by Noel Ling, UBA
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About Town

A Men’s Shed for Upper Beac?
Matt McDonald

Discussions have begun on the establishment of a men’s group in 
Upper Beaconsfield along the lines of the ‘Men’s Shed’ model. The 
idea has the support of the Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre. 

The Men’s Shed movement has grown rapidly over the past decade. 
There are over 500 Sheds throughout Australia at present. They 
have the support of State, Federal and local governments and 
organisations such as Beyond Blue, and are usually set up under the 
wing of a community agency or health facility, giving them a focus 
of men’s health. 

New groups have recently developed in Pakenham (within 
Outlook) and at Cockatoo, supported by the Health Centre. 

Key ingredients in a Men’s Shed are: a group of men (usually those 
not in full employment); a venue (neutral ground) where all are 
welcome, with space to work (and some tools and equipment) 
and an area to socialise and have a cup of tea or coffee. The Sheds 
provide opportunities for socialising, sharing of skills and possibly 

providing some basic services or projects for the community.

An information night will be held on Wednesday, 21 September 
2011 at 8 pm at the Community Centre

For further information, contact the Community Centre on 5944 
3484 or Matt McDonald on 5944 3860/0407 845 135.

Cardinia Beaconhills Golf subdivision proposal  
A contribution to the discussion
The planning proposals of the Cardinia Beaconhills Golf Club have 
been through several stages and have generated much discussion 
and debate in the community. Lindsay Byrne has prepared a paper 
that analyses the current strategy of the Golf Club and Shire and 
offers an alternative pathway for the Club. Lindsay writes on behalf 
of a number of groups in the community who, he insists, are not 
aiming directly at the Golf Club, but at the interpretation and 
implementation of the Cardinia Shire Planning Scheme. 

The paper can be read in full on the Upper Beaconsfield website: 
www.upperbeaconsfield.org.au

Jo Carter

Peter de Jager (21) son of local music teacher Helen de Jager, 
continues to excel as a musician. He is very versatile, achieving in 
both performance and composition and is a highly sought after 
accompanist. Peter is currently completing a degree in Composition 
at the University of Melbourne.

In May of this year, Peter’s brilliant playing won for him the Inaugural 
Australian International Chopin Competition held in Canberra. The 
competition was sponsored by the Polish Embassy and organised by 
the Australian National University School of Music ... Peter’s prize 
for his win was prize money plus a recording session and recitals. He 
has so far given recitals at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music and 

the University of Melbourne. He will 
be giving further recitals in Yass and 
Cooma in the very near future and will 
give a recital at Canberra next year.

Peter is a regular accompanist for 
students studying at the Australian 
National Academy of Music 
(Melbourne) and performs with Aria 
Co, a chamber group of singers plus 
piano. With Aria Co, he recently 
gave a concert at the opera house in 
Sydney as well as a recital series at the 
Melbourne Recital Centre. 

In 2009, Peter was one of only four pianists world-wide to be 
selected from auditions to play in the prestigious Lucerne Festival of 
Music in Switzerland, under the baton of Pierre Boulez. In 2010 he 
was one of only two selected for this honour.

In 2010 he entered a composition “Elegy-Trio” to the Lyrebird 
Commission. This was the winning entry and was performed in 
Melbourne late last year. His commissioned piece, “Frames of 
Thought”, had its first performance at an Astra Music concert 
shortly before he left for Canberra.

He was awarded a place at the contemporary music festival, Bang on 
a Can, held in the Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary Art. 
He recently returned to Melbourne from this performance. Shortly 
before leaving for America, he was a soloist with the Melbourne 
Youth Orchestra where he played Messiaen’s Turangalila Symphony. 

Peter will continue his studies overseas, but he says he would love 
to settle down in Australia. His preference is for Melbourne, in his 
opinion the best city in the world!

Inaugural Australian International Chopin competition won by local musician Peter de Jager

UB Citizen of the Year  
Nomination now open
The 2011 COY award nominations are now open. Nomination 
forms are available from the Post Office, Community Centre, 
and General Store. 

These forms should be completed and returned to the UBA 
Secretary PO Box 86 Upper Beaconsfield.

The closing date for the 2011 nomination is 31 December 
2011. Please note this date in your diary/calendar and consider 
nominating someone you know who is doing great work 
within the community. Anyone previously nominated but 
unsuccessful, can be renominated for 2011.

After the December closing date, the UBA will form a sub-
committee to assess all of the nominations. The COY winner 
will be notified, and an award ceremony will be held at the 
Village Festival on 18 February 2012.
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The residents of Upper Beaconsfield were 
saddened by the recent loss of a good friend 
and tireless worker. 

Keith and his wife, Val, moved to Upper 
Beaconsfield with their three small 
children in 
1966. The 
children all 
attended 
Upper 
Beaconsfield 
primary 
school. The 
boys, Andrew 
and David, 
still live 
here with 
their wives 
and families, 

while daughter Leslie lives in Berwick 
with her husband and children. Keith 
was active on kindergarten and school 
councils, Hall Committee, Board of 
Management of Salisbury Gully and the 
Upper Beaconsfield Association. He was 

a committee member and office bearer 
of the UBA from its beginnings and 
was made a Life Member in 2006.
In 1973 Keith started working as 
Officer in Charge of the Cranbourne 

Mobile library and 
worked 
there for 
twenty 
years. 

Keith was approached by 
prominent local residents 
and encouraged 
to run for council, to 

represent the Beaconhills Ward. He was 
elected unopposed and he remained a 
councillor for 27 years. He served as Mayor 
three times.

Keith was a Justice of the Peace and served 
without charge in that capacity for 32 years. 
He was Chairman of the Salvation Army 
Red Shield appeal for three years, and was 

Vale Keith Ewenson 1933-2011
Jo Carter

John Landy & Keith Ewenson

Loved daughter of Phil and Julie and youngest sister to Rob and 
Sarah.

Young and beautiful and full of energy 
is how 19-year-old Laura Scott will be 
remembered by all who knew her.

Laura was travelling home along 
Beaconsfield/Emerald Road, Guys Hill 
in the early hours of Mothers Day when 
she lost control of her car and veered 
onto the wrong side of the road, crashing 
into a tree.

Phil & Julie moved to Upper 
Beaconsfield in 1983 where their three 
children have been raised. Laura went to 
Upper Beaconsfield Pre Kinder, Kinder, 

Primary School, then completed Year 12 at Beaconhills College in 
Pakenham.

Laura was a natural at all sports, but really excelled at Tennis. She 
won the Upper Beaconsfield Tennis Club Senior and Junior Club 
Championship numerous times, represented the Berwick District 
for some years and was selected in the Victorian Bruce Cup Team.

Paul Osborne, local tennis coach and business partner of Laura’s brother 
Rob, told the Pakenham Gazette that Laura was a gifted tennis player 
and had more natural ability than anyone else he’d ever seen.

Laura also played girls’ AFL football for Berwick and they, along 
with Beaconsfield Football Club wore black armbands, as a mark of 
respect, which the family appreciated.

Laura worked part time as a coach from 2009 to 2010 and loved 
the interaction with the young kids and at the start of the year 
had commenced full time employment with a Financial Planning 

Company in South Melbourne where she was undertaking further 
studies and training.

Laura would holiday with her family and close friends every Easter 
at Yarrawonga and compete and more often win their tennis 
tournament. The close family would travel overseas together every 
two years.

Laura’s funeral was held at Beaconhills College where in excess 
of 1,000 people attended. Beaconhills College headmaster, Tony 
Sheumack extended his deepest sympathies to the family and friends 
of the former Beaconhills student.

A Facebook page created in memory of Laura “R.I.P. Laura Scott 
Forever in Our Hearts” was created and has had more than 3,500 visits.

Numerous floral tributes, letters, photos, her favourite lollies, 
chocolates and even a tennis racquet were left by the roadside at the 
tree in Guys Hill.
Laura’s parents Phil & Julie, together with Rob and Sarah 
would like to sincerely thank all of our relatives, friends, Laura’s 
friends, work colleagues, the Tennis Community and the Upper 
Beaconsfield Community for their support in the way of floral 
arrangements, visits, cards, gifts, calls, offers of help, meals, plants, 
prayers and words of encouragement.
“We were overwhelmed with the acts of kindness and generosity 
and it made our loss more bearable. We thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts.
Mothers Day each year will be difficult, but we will use it to 
remember our beautiful daughter and cherish the 19 years we 
had with Lauzie and further appreciate our time with our other 
children.
In a message for all travelling on the roads especially some of the 
young drivers, please take care of yourself and look after each 
other, and be careful.”

Forever Young – Laura Scott 1992-2011 aged 19
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Shirley King (nee Baker) passed away 
peacefully on 6 June 2011, aged 76 years. 

Shirley was a lady with a long association 
with Upper Beaconsfield.

In 1958 Shirley’s parents took over what 
was then the milk bar, store and post office 
at Guys Hill. Shirley and her husband Allan 
took over the business in 1970 and ran it 
until 1988. During that year, the sudden 
death of her husband led to the sale of 
the business. In recent years the old shop 
premises has been turned into a restaurant.

Shirley then worked at Australia Post at 
Berwick until her retirement. Over this 

period she was very 
popular with all of 
her customers as she 
provided old-fashioned 
service.

She maintained her 
fellowship at St Johns 
Church at Upper 
Beaconsfield over a 
long period, especially 
after her retirement. 
The Country Women’s 
Association also 
provided a central part of her community 
life with 35-40 years of active membership.

Whilst she did not enjoy good health 
in recent years she was able to journey 
overseas with her two daughters Allison and 

Alexandra. She enjoyed the companionship 
of a large dog called Omar, who assisted 
her greatly with her failing eyesight in the 
latter stages of her illness. Omar along with 
many friends and fellow church members 
attended her funeral service at St Johns. 

Vale Shirley King
Gary and Ros Allison

Richard was born in 1949 to Elsie & Alec Harding and lived in the 
Burwood area, within easy walking distance of Hartwell Kinder & 
Primary School. Richard and his mates used to play cricket or go 
tadpoling in the creek or play in nearby orchards. 

Camping was a regular event for the family. The camp site was set up 
in stages, and Alec, Elsie & Richard would stay until dad’s leave was 
up. Alec would go back to work after his 2 weeks holiday leaving 
Elsie & Richard at the camp site until school holidays finished. 
Weekends were filled with fishing trips, riding billy-carts, sorting 
activities and games.

Richard attended Burwood High School before going to Scotch 
College in Form 3. He took particular interest in geology and 
economics and some of his extra-curricular hobbies at school 
became life hobbies —basketball, cricket, stamp collecting, 
shooting & weight lifting. As part of the Scotch College Army 
Cadet activities (his Sergeant was Jeff Kennett), he told how, once a 
month, they would go to a rifle range – he would carry his .303 rifle 
home on the tram. The next morning, again with the rifle, he would 
catch the train to the rifle range. 

During the 1967 Xmas break whilst the family was holidaying at 
The Hollydene Guest House at Cowes, he met Roslyn Keeble, a 
captivating blonde who was waitressing in the dining room during 
her school holiday break. Rick & Ros married in May 1971, lived in 
a Hawthorn flat with very basic furniture. Twelve months later they 
took the plunge & borrowed the huge & scary amount of $12 000 
to buy a house in Burwood which cost $20 000. 

Undertaking 
Business 
Studies at 
Swinburne 
College of 
Technology, 
whilst working 
as an audit 
clerk, he 
graduated in 
1973. He then 
worked at L A 
Walker & Son until 1974. Ros supported Rick while he took leave 
from work to finish his Accountancy Diploma. After he graduated 
they took off for three months to explore Australia in a 10 ft 6” 
caravan which Rick couldn’t stand up in. The ventured as far north 
as Cooktown, up to Darwin, then down to Alice. 

In 1974 Rick was employed by Ian & Neil Barker in Berwick to 
handle the small accountancy practice they had started. Karin 
was born in 1975 and Scott in 1976. In 1978 Rick bought the 
Barker practice and the family moved to Upper Beaconsfield. The 
practice grew from strength to strength as Rick, now a CPA, used 
his business acumen and people skills to build the trust of his 
clients. He moved to bigger premises until he finally bought land in 
Langmore Lane and built two modern offices. Rick had an amazing 
way with his clients – he treated multi-millionaires and simple wage 

Vale Richard Harding 1949-2011
Ros Harding

continued on page 8

frequently asked by local committees to chair 
AGMs. Keith was an excellent chairman, and 
quietly kept any meeting under his control.

The Keith Ewenson Park, at the rear of the 
Community Centre, was named in 1995 in 
recognition of Keith’s untiring dedication 
to the community. The park is the venue for 
the annual Carols by Candlelight.

In 2002, Keith was awarded the Order 
of Australia medal for services to Local 
Government and the environment; this was 
presented by then Governor John Landy. 
The next year he was presented with the 
Silver Arrowhead Award for “Excellent 
Service to the Scout Movement”.

Although best known to most of us for his 

community service, Keith was a devoted 
family man and enjoyed close relationships 
with his children and grandchildren.

As well as his outstanding achievements, 
Keith was a gracious and gentle man. His 
calm and smiling presence was appreciated 
by everyone. His passing is a sad loss to the 
community of Upper Beaconsfield.



Village Bell   September 20118

continued from page 7

Many may well remember seeing Brian driving the 
fire truck out from the CFA station, conversing with 
his co-passengers – including those riding out on the 
back – creating much laughter.

Brian was born in Balwyn to parents Roy and Leila. 
He spent a great portion of his childhood around 
Dandenong at the 3 acre family market garden. 

Brian developed an interest in motor sport and with 
his father Roy completed the famous Redex Around 
Australia Trial - Roy driving and Brian navigating. 

When Brian obtained his drivers licence, and a 
Renault Dauphine, he joined the Renault car club 
and participated in club days, rally events and other 
activities.

Brian and a good friend, Gavan Opperman, then joined Ken 
Parfrey’s Renault speedway team doing maintenance on Saturday 
nights at Tracey’s Speedway Maribyrnong. One Saturday Ken 
decided to give the car a short burl up the street in East Malvern. A 
neighbour waved a lawn edger at him for doing so, and sent Mr Plod 
to read them the riot act. On bin night, Brian and Gavan decided 
to deposit a large number of rubbish bins on the neighbour’s front 
lawn. The following Saturday the car was again given a burl up the 
street, but with no visit from Mr Plod. Brian’s remark - ‘problem 
solved’.

Brian’s first taste of fire fighting was with Gavan around Montrose 
in the late 50’s on the back of cattle truck. Being from the suburbs 
they had never seen such heat and smoke before. 

Brian was a butcher by trade and worked at various butcher shops 
starting at age 14. When Brian was working at Norm Oliver’s 
butcher shop in Camberwell, Dot was a cashier. They instantly fell 
in love. Brian was then transferred to the Collingwood branch. Dot 
followed. One day Brian was out the back of the shop making pet 
mince when Dot came out to check on him. It was too much for 
Brian so he proposed to her over the mincer. Dot replied ‘yes’. They 
found a ring at a city jeweller’s shop and put it on lay-by.

It was about this time Dot found out Saturday nights were 
speedway nights or a night home alone. Dot accepted the former. 

They married shortly afterwards at St Mary’s ‘Star of the Sea’ 
in West Melbourne, and their honeymoon was at Lorne. Brian 
won breakfast ‘on the house’ at Café Iliad for their whole stay, by 
impressively sharpening all the Chef ’s knives to perfection.

 Brian and Dot then purchased a new Renault Gordini, 
a great car for rallying. It was during a car club rally, with 
Dot driving and Brian navigating that Brian suggested 
a short cut. They ended up bottoming out on a boulder. 

Brian remarked to Dot – ‘Poor Driving’. Dot’s reply – 
‘Bad Navigating’.

In January 1964, Shane, their first child was born. 
Eighteen months later Craig came into this world, 
then in July 1969 Julie arrived.

At this stage they lived in Croydon where the family 
developed a passion for horses.

They then moved to St Georges Road, Upper 
Beaconsfield and started up a Pony Club, Brian 
becoming a B Grade instructor and Dot district 
commissioner. Brian also became a trainer at the 
Beaconsfield Football club and a runner for the 
juniors. In the early 1970s Brian joined the UB Fire 
Brigade, Dot also joined and is still a member today. 

During the 1983 Ash Wednesday fires, Brian left work to fight this 
terrible fire. Fighting fires all night he arrived to where home used 
to be only to find smouldering ruins. This was a shocking setback, 
but Brian, Dot and family fought on. They moved to an old house 
next to the local school whilst the new home was constructed. Brian 
worked with Peter Foster and formed a Community Centre Youth 
Group.

The reconstruction of the commercial centre made some new shops 
available and Brian and family started up the local butcher shop in 
Upper Beaconsfield. Dot worked away from the shop.

Life had a few surprise thereon. At San Remo while Brian was on 
a boat fishing, Dot replaced the family tent with a caravan she 
bought from a local. When Gavan called in at the UB butchers shop 
in mid 1985, Brian took him to the Casey airfield to fly him over 
the Dandenongs in a Cessna. Brian had been secretly taking flying 
lessons.

Sadly, Brian developed a heart problem shortly after, and had to 
abandon his flying lessons. They also had to sell the butcher’s shop 
in Upper Beaconsfield and Brian and Dot moved to Beaconsfield. 
It was at Beaconsfield that Brian suffered a back injury and became 
seriously ill with other medical issues, which prompted their move 
to Pakenham. 

Brian’s health complaints became increasingly worse and Dot had to 
give up work to look after him. After an eight year battle with illness 
Brian could fight no longer.

Brian leaves behind his loving wife Dot, children Shane, Craig, 
Julie, grandchildren and scores of friends. 

Vale Brian Pockett 1939-2011
Gavan Opperman (friend of Brian for 56 years) and Cameron Rocke

earners the same – he remembered all their 
names, their children’s names and took 
a keen interest in their lives. Many of his 
closest friends were originally clients. Rick 
specialised in small business with clients all 
round Australia. 

With retirement at the age of 49 came golf 
and a new group of friends. Rick took on 
the role of Treasurer at Beaconhills, working 
tirelessly to bring its finances under control. 

Rick had a devilish sense of humour, 
especially with his best mate William Bliss. 
Once at the check-in at Tullamarine they 
exchanged their tickets – they both got 
through unchallenged despite Rick having a 
beard on his driver’s licence. 

Ash Wednesday was a significant event in 
Rick’s life. With John Wells from Quamby 
Road they saved some key houses in 
Brennan Ave with wet bags, tank water 
and a fire pump – this headed the fire in a 

different direction thus saving the street. 
Due to their courage, Brennan Avenue did 
not lose one house! 

In 2008 Rick & Ros moved to their 
Salisbury Road house and a new vegetable 
garden was started. His wood-working 
hobby also gave him many hours of 
pleasure. In August 2009 Rick was 
diagnosed with Leukaemia. He died on 
11 May, only hours after the 2011 Federal 
Budget was handed down. 
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Community Centre
Sarah Johnson

Beat the winter blues …  
try out a class at the Community Centre
It’s hard finding the motivation in winter to move from the warmth 
of the sofa, however, at the Community Centre the classes are fun, 
even educational, and we will have the heater on! It is great to see so 
many of our community using the Centre and attending the classes, 
we really enjoy seeing you all. Enrolling in a class at the Community 
Centre will not only help you gain a new skill, new friends and 
new view on life but you will be helping to keep the spirit of the 
Community Centre alive. We are already having a terrific response 
to classes for term 3 and invite you to do something new this year 
and support your Community Centre. 

Do you want to see a specific class or information session at the 

Centre?  Please let us know. If you have not received a program 
please call in and see us or call on 5944 3484 or visit our website 
www.ubcc.org.au

Get your qualifications in child care
You may not be aware that from 2012, the Child Care Regulations 
will be changing and those wanting to work in Child Care, in 
Family Day Care or After School Care will need to hold the 
Certificate III in Children’s Services (CHC30708) as a minimum 
qualification.

The Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre will be starting a new 
course in Certificate III in Children’s Services from term 4. We 
are now taking enrolments for this course which will run at the 
Community Centre on Wednesdays, from 9 am to 3 pm, starting on 
Wednesday 12 October. So avoid the rush and enrol now to confirm 
your place on this course.

We are also beginning term 4 with a new First Aid Course 
(HLTFA301B). The program will be run between 9 am and 3 
pm on the first three Mondays of term 4, beginning on Monday 
10 October. If you only need to update your CPR (and require 
HLTCPR201A) you can attend from 9 am to 1 pm on Monday 
10 October. The cost of our First Aid course is $175, and $75 for 
updating CPR only. Numbers are limited on these courses; we 
recommend early enrolment to confirm your place.

For enrolments or questions about any of these courses please 
contact Fiona at the Centre on 5944 3484.

Happy local learning!

Facebook – for business or pleasure
This course will look at all aspects of the Facebook Program. You 
will learn how to create and maintain your account, and be aware of 
privacy issues; put on photos and video; gain insight into the tricks 
of the trade. If you want to keep in touch with friends at home or 
overseas this is one of the quickest and more interesting ways to do 
it. Are you a parent wanting to know how it all works and how to 
protect your children? - Come learn how.

2 weeks starting September (dates and times to be decided)

Cost: $30. Limited spaces. Call Community Centre on 5944 3484

Do you want to spend time with the kids  
doing something worthwhile?

Come to a free family fun day  
learning about our local birds and reptiles

• An expert talk from Greg Hunt, a bird conservationist  
(10.30 am–11 am)

• Get aboard the reptile bus and make friends with the local 
reptiles (11 am–1 pm)

• Sausage sizzle/veggie sizzle

• Craft activities for the kids 

• Demos on habitat construction for birds and reptiles  
(11 am–1 pm)

• Free brochures and information on weeds, indigenous 
plants and habitat requirements for native animals 

Plants, nest boxes and posters available for sale or  
free in a showbag when you join the Cardinia Catchment 

Landcare Group (until stocks last) (10 am–1 pm).

When:

Sunday 18 September 2011

Where: Upper Beaconsfield Community Hall,

Salisbury Rd, Beaconsfield Upper

Time: 10 am–1 pm

Contact: Anita Meister 0410 619 872 

RSVP by 30 August to go into the draw to win a nest box

        Casey/Cardinia Creatures
Learn   them. Love them. Protect 

them.
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Wildlife Watch
Laura Levens

‘Weeds for trees’ during 
Weedbusters Week 
Cardinia Shire

Swap your weeds for trees this 
Weedbusters week  
(5–11 September).

Cardinia Shire Council invites 
you to bring along a bag of 
weed species for advice on 
identification and management, 

and receive up to six indigenous 
plants for free in return.

When:   Saturday 10 September

Time:    10 am–2 pm at the 
Upper Beaconsfield General 
Store, Beaconsfield–Emerald Rd 

Weedbusters is a national 
program that raises awareness 
about the harmful effects of 
weeds. Weeds are invasive 
plants that spread quickly and 

have unwanted economic, 
environmental or social impacts.

Weeds:
• damage our natural 

systems, agricultural 
systems, waterways and 
coastal areas

• impact on agricultural areas 
and poison livestock

• affect biodiversity by out-
competing native plants 

and degrading habitat
• cause allergic reactions 

in people and impact 
recreational activities.

Weedbusters week highlights 
these issues, and celebrates 
the contributions of the many 
individuals and groups around 
the world who dedicate their 
time helping to control weeds.

Many people have been affected by traffic controls on Salisbury and 
Leppitt Roads for the last few months. Underground power for the 
development at the corner of Bathe Road was installed by a crew who 
worked come hail, rain or shine. I learned that the people 
with the slow/go signs earn several certificates before 
being allowed to operate. This project was immediately 
followed by shoulder sealing by a crew who stopped if 
it rained. Both projects seem completed now so what 
will we do for entertainment without men, women 

and machines, large and small, to watch?! There 
are indications that the traffic lights will be 

around for a while yet.

Insect sightings have 
slowed in these cold 

weather conditions, though 
picking silverbeet brought to 
light two small spider species 
and one beetle snuggled underneath, 

found just in time not to cook them! 

I saw leaves of Corybas aconitiflorus, the small 
helmet-orchid, in June but when I looked for 

flowers a fortnight later it had produced a seed pod. 
My flowering records thereby thrown into disarray! First flowers of 
the toothed helmet orchid, Corybas diemenicus, appeared late in 

July. They are about one third the normal size. Pterostylis nutans, 
the nodding greenhood, started its long flowering period in June; 
no sign of several other greenhood species yet. Because February 

was wet, folklore 
has it that we could 
expect an exceptional 
orchid Spring. Plants 
of  donkey, sun, and 
brown-beak orchids 
were already up in 
June. 

We found the sad 
remains of a squirrel 
glider under our 
car port, only the 
intestines and tail, 
exactly the way cats 

dispose of small mammals. Please keep your cats inside from dusk to 
dawn. No matter how well fed they are hunting is a strong impulse 
and our indigenous small animals have no protection against tooth 
and claw.

Myrtle wattle’s globular chicken-yellow flowers burst in late 
July; Cootamundra and early black wattles brightened June and 
indigofera buds are showing pink. 

Corybas diemenicus

New name for Indigenous Nursery
Anita Meister  0410 619 872 or 5944 4574

The Upper Beaconsfield Indigenous Nursery has changed its name 
to Green Circle Plant Nursery. Why? Well, as you all know, times 

change. Many people still don’t know what the word ‘indigenous’ 
means when we talk about plants. Not only that, we now sell vegies 

and some non-weedy natives too. We also sell plants indigenous to 
other areas. Why not just indigenous plants now? Well, running a 
not-for-profit nursery mainly run by volunteers isn’t easy financially. 
You have to do what you can to see that community groups like 
ours survive in a changing world because after all, community is 
what matters. We don’t want to compromise our values so we try to 
include only plants we feel are right for our environment- like food 
for ourselves and the wildlife. 

I feel good being part of an area that has community groups. We 
can all participate in our community in some shape or form and 
I like to think I’m helping our local environment by being part of 
the Cardinia Catchment Landcare Group. Our nursery is just part 
of that. Please support your local environment too by supporting 
us. We are located at 1 Halford Road, next to the RSL, and are 
open Fridays 9 am–4 pm and during September and October on 
Saturdays 9 am–12 pm. Volunteers welcome.
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The UBA Photo Competition is on again
Cameron Rocke

Entry form   Entries close 22 December 2011

Name _____________________________________

Address _____________________________________

Phone/Email _____________________________________

Category (please circle)   Open   Junior (15 years and younger)  

Title  _____________________________________  Upper Beac Photo: yes/no
I certify that my entry is my own work and complies with the terms and conditions on www.upperbeaconsfield.org.au ,  

in particular that I have permission of the people appearing in my photographs. 
Signature _____________________  Date ______________________
Colour or black & white photographs of all shapes will be accepted, and must not exceed A4 in size (no larger than 210 mm x 297 mm).

Entry box at the Post Office

Entry fee  $1 per photo (to 
be enclosed with entry) 

The community festival will be richer 
If it displays your best picture 
But it can only be as great 
As the number who participate

So it’s time to get off the couch 
Take the camera out of its pouch 
Point in any which way you see 
And click away with glee

Or screen through your hundreds of snaps 
It may turn out perhaps 
One shot that stands out a treat 
And makes a viewer’s heart skip a beat

Put technical worries aside 
Having a go is what gives you pride 
To win is not pie in the sky 
It’s not beyond you or I

So download an entry form off the net 
For the community it’s a good bet 
It will be all OK 
Everyone’s prints  …  
… in the Community Centre … 
… will make a beautiful display. 

1st prize Open $80
 Junior $80
2nd prize Open $40
 Junior $40
3rd prize Open $20
 Junior $20
Best Upper Beac  
Photograph $80

FRAMING - ON THE 
HOUSE ‘ Art defined’ 
picture framing gallery, 
Beaconsfield will frame 
free of charge, all the 
winning and placed 
entries.

“Tilly & Daisy” by Sarah Walsh
Last year’s winner 

Open SectionSelection of  
last year’s  entries 
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Saturday 18 February 2012
The Village Festival will be back in 2012  

by popular demand and will be better than ever.
Cardinia Shire Council has again provided a grant 

for the Village Festival,  
which is greatly appreciated.

Anyone interested in hiring a stall need to 
contact Janet Cathie on  

ubvillagefest @ gmail.com or 0407 347 742. 
The next Village Festival meeting will be held 
on Wednesday 14 September 2011 at 11 am  

at the Community Centre.
We would like to invite community members, 
local clubs and organisations to come along 

and share ideas and book their stall or 
activity at this meeting.

(Committee is looking for a volunteer to take minutes)

Karenne Gregory
Reg:  Kinect KA19531
E: karenne@sshf.com.au   
A: 5 Young St, Upper Beaconsfield 
M: 0418 303 843

Shape Shifters  
   Health & Fitness  
  

Boutique Gym in Upper Beaconsfield

Specializing in complete Personal Training and Circuit 
style classes - small groups of 4 maximum

Session packages for personal training and  
Term packages for group circuit classes

Franchisee for Juice Plus+ and Retailer for Ethical 
Nutrients and Endura Sports supplements

Session times are filling fast – get in early to get 
your preferred session times and get started on your 

transformation to a fitter and healthier YOU.
Ring for a FREE consultation appointment then decide 

for yourself if you really need the change !!

Shire Information
Walk guide now available to residents
Cardinia Shire Council’s Active Places – Get Active project 
launched its walk guide last month to encourage residents to be 
active in their community.

The guide, which forms part of the ‘Go for your life’ program, 
highlights 10 motivating walks in various parts of the Shire to be 
enjoyed by new and existing residents while outlining access points 
and facilities available.

Information also includes distances, the approximate time to 
complete the walks, an average number of steps for each walk and 
even how many kilojoules will be burned by doing them. 

“I encourage residents to share the details of their own personal 
favourite trails to be included in the next edition of the guide,” Cr 
Blenkhorn said.

The guide is available online at www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/files/
ActivePlacesBrochure.pdf. A hard copy is available by visiting 
Council Offices, Henty Way, Pakenham or by contacting Council 
on 1300 787 624. 

Budget supports townships
Support for rural townships throughout Cardinia Shire is a priority 
in the 2011–12 Council budget with infrastructure upgrades 
planned for Upper Beaconsfield.

Capital works projects for the township of Upper Beaconsfield – 
landscape improvements to beautify the business area of the town 
centre. Works include the provision of medians along Salisbury 
Road to improve traffic circulation and pedestrian safety.



Village Bell   September 201113

Postcard from the “Land of morning calm”
Darrell Smith

I can’t believe it’s been nearly two years since I came to South 
Korea to teach English (for a year or so)! It has been and still is a 
great and mostly fun learning experience. Before I arrived I only 
knew that South Korea was where Hyosung motorbikes came 
from, and they seem to have some problems with the neighbours. 
However, I found that South Korea has a modern culture that 
embraces technology, and Korean brands like Samsung, LG, Kia 
and Hyundai are sold worldwide. Seoul is a very foreigner-friendly 
city with many English signs and people are willing to help, and a 
whole range of ‘Westy’ food is available.

Considering the population of Seoul is 12 million, manners on 
public transport are very good: no loud conversations are allowed 
and plenty of people give up their seats. People have a high 
regard for services and infrastructure so the buses and trains 
are clean and free of vandalism. Koreans have great respect 
for the aged and are very keen for their children to receive a 
good education. In dining etiquette, it’s rude to pour your 
own drink!

Other things you notice when living in South Korea are 
different to what we are used to. For example, public 
rubbish bins are very uncommon so rubbish bags tend to 
get piled up on the footpath, and their supermarket trolley 
driving is as crazy as some of the car driving. Working 
conditions and workers’ rights are still very favourable 
for the business owner, which results in some frustrating 
negotiations for foreign workers. People have a casual 

regard for toilet privacy, where 
urinals can be seen from outside 
the toilet and cleaning ladies 
mop the floor next to you while 
you are doing your business. Oh, 
and unfamiliarity with facial 
hair! After a holiday I came to 
school with a week old beard 

(neatly trimmed I might add) and was greeted by my co-worker 
with “What’s wrong?”, and was then told only homeless people and 
artists have beards!

I enjoy teaching kids (well, most of the time!) and like the culture 
here, especially the food, so I feel my adventures here will still be 
going on for a while longer. Annyeonghi gyeseyo!

Out of Town

Today I did something for 
the good of my community. 
I did all my banking.
Whether revitalising our shopping strip, 
directing profits to community projects or 
supporting schools, charities and sporting 
clubs, Beaconsfield District Community 
Bank® Branch is proving that many hands 
make light work.

And just by doing something as simple as 
your banking, you’ll be helping to build an 
even better Beaconsfield.

Whether you’re banking for yourself, your 
family or your business, we know you’ll 
appreciate our extended opening hours, 
genuine service and complete range of 
financial products and services.

So why not call in and see us at Shop 6, 
48-62 Old Princess Highway, Beaconsfield 
or phone 9769 5122. We’re open Monday 
to Friday 9am - 5pm, and Saturday from 
9am to 12 noon.

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, The Bendigo Centre, Bendigo VIC 3550. ABN 11 068 049 178. AFSL 237879. (126666_v6) 
(21/01/2011)

Beaconsfield District Community Bank® Branch
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UB Rural Fire Brigade
Barrie Gray, Captain

Bushland fire management plans 
Robbie Irving, 1st Lieutenant

Editor’s note: This article is based on a submission by the UB CFA 
to the Integrated Fire Management Planning Committee. It is not 
intended to be a final statement about fire management, but to be 
a contribution to the consultation process.
Upper Beaconsfield and the surrounding area face threat from 
poorly managed bushland environments. Many of these are 
privately owned, and it can be difficult to maintain a continuity of 
management as landowners change their views on what they want 
their bit of bush to be like as well as changes of ownership. 

Some of these bush land areas have native vegetation management 
caveats placed on them by Council, some do not so there appears to 
be some lack of consistency in this. 

This is an area that needs to be addressed. Properties with native 
management caveats should also have appended fire management 
plans (FMP’s), which the property owners are obliged to carry out.

There are large areas of bushland interspersed in and around Upper 
Beaconsfield that can be effectively managed and overseen with 

appropriate fire management plans. Some of these already have fire 
management plans, the plans for these have not been continued 
or updated and they have effectively lapsed. This delay in the 
development or updating of FMP’s cannot continue.

While ownership and responsibility for these bushland areas varies, 
they all present potential wildfire threats to life and property and all 
require FMP’s to facilitate appropriate fuel management.

This requires the services of an expert fuel management planner. 
It is essential that this work be commenced immediately as the 
threat of wild fire occurs every year and threat to life and property is 
increased while this work is not done.

Some of these bushland areas are:

Brennan Bushland Reserve  
(Brennan ave, Fraser ave, Knapton ave, Upper BeaconsField)

This is Council managed land. It has a FMP that has not been 
followed in recent years. Scheduled planned burns have not 
occurred. The FMP requires updating.

Salisbury Gully (McBride rd, Upper BeaconsField)

This is Council managed land. It has no FMP; the FMP will work 

A word from the new captain
Please allow me to introduce myself, my 
name is Barrie Gray and I am the newly 
elected Captain of the Upper Beaconsfield 
Fire Brigade. Those of you who have met 
me may have detected a slight accent, 
yes – I used to be a POM but changed 
my allegiance in 1982 when I arrived in 
Adelaide and was happy to be able to 
support a winning cricket team. Since 
arriving in this wonderful country I have 
spent time working in the Kimberley, Samoa 
and Papua New Guinea before settling 
down in Victoria in 1996. I have a love 
of old motorbikes and a passion (my wife 
Pauline calls it an obsession) for Jaguar 
motorcars.

We moved to Guys Hill in 1997 and love 
the location and the community feeling. On 
our first outing into Critchley Parker Jnr 
Reserve it was a very sobering experience to 
come across the memorial to the crews who 
lost their lives on Ash Wednesday, we came 
away with the feeling that if we are going 
to live in a high risk area then we should 
become a part of the community and join 
the volunteer Fire Brigade.

I will have some very experienced 
support in the Brigade as we have three 
very experienced ex-Captains on the 
Management Team and a further ex-

Captain and ex-
Deputy Group 
Officer as Brigade 
members. Over 
the next couple of 
months we shall be 
actively recruiting 
for new brigade 
members and will be 
holding an open day 
at the Fire Station 
early in November. 
If you are interested 
in finding out more 
about the Brigade 
or becoming a volunteer, please do not 
hesitate to contact me on 0438 098 754 or 
call in at the Fire Station on a Wednesday 
evening or Sunday morning to have a chat 
or watch the training. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
publicly thank Graeme MacGowan for 
the ten years he has served as the previous 
Captain and we are happy to be able to 
retain his valuable experience on the Brigade 
management team. 

Thank you to all the members of the 
community who helped make our Brigade 
Dinner on 30 July a raging success, we were 
very pleased that Douglas Summons (2nd 
Lieutenant) was presented with the very 

prestigious National Medal, and David 
Norbury was presented with a 45 year 
service award, David joined the Brigade 
in 1964 and is still one of our most active 
members. His peers also voted David as fire 
fighter of the year – congratulations to both 
Doug and David. Altogether service awards 
were presented to 8 recipients for 175 years 
of dedicated volunteer service at Upper 
Beaconsfield Fire Brigade.

STOP	PRESS (5 Aug 2011) – it has just 
been announced by the Minister that the 
Upper Beaconsfield Fire Brigade has been 
successful in its grant application in support 
of a new 2000 litre fire fighting tanker. 
This will be a welcome addition to our fire 
fighting resources. 
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best if it includes private land on the neighbour’s property.

Hamilton Bushland Reserve  
(BerglUnd rd, Upper BeaconsField)

This is Council managed land. It is on either side of Berglund Rd 
south of the intersection with Yackatoon Rd. It has a FMP that has 
not been followed in recent years and scheduled planned burns have 
not occurred, the FMP requires updating.

Sutherland Park (stoney creeK rd, Upper BeaconsField)

This land has Council oversight; a committee of management that 
reports to the Council manages it. It is a small area of land that has 
patches of very high fuel load and is ensconced in the urban area 
of Upper Beaconsfield. This bushland will increase the fire front 
behaviour travelling before a NW wind out of the Dallas Brooks 
Scout Park and will impact on several properties in Sutherland Rd 
and Rosebank La. Upper Beaconsfield FB has done ad hoc work in 
here. It has no FMP.

Chambers Bushland Reserve  
(BoUrKe’s creeK rd, paKenhaM Upper)

This is Council managed land. It lies between Dewhurst and 
Pakenham Upper. It has a FMP that has not been followed in recent 
years and scheduled planned burns have not occurred. The FMP 
requires updating.

Beaconsfield Reservoir (o’neil rd, BeaconsField)

This land has Council oversight. A committee of management who 
report to the Council manages this. To our knowledge it has no 
FMP, It requires a schedule of planned burning for fuel reduction.

Hillview - new Bushland Reserve  
(leppitt rd, Upper BeaconsField)

(Toomuc FB primary response area)

This is a new subdivision on the corner of Bathe Rd and Leppitt Rd. 
It is bushland that is under Council oversight. There is no FMP for 
this reserve.

Dallas Brooks Scout Park  
(harpField rd, Upper BeaconsField)

The Glen Eira Scout Group manages this; the Upper Beaconsfield 
Fire Brigade has developed a fuel reduction schedule. The FMP 
for the park has been developed locally with no expert input and 
it requires expert review to ensure the appropriate works are being 
carried out.

Upper Beaconsfield Recreation Reserve (BUrton rd, UB)

This is on DSE land. A committee of management who report to 
the Council manages it. There is no FMP for this reserve. A planned 
burn has been conducted in here and another one is scheduled for 
next season.

GWS Anderson Scout Park  
(dicKie rd, oFFicer)

This park is managed by a scout organisation. Ad hoc burns have 
been conducted in the past and there have been no works done in 
recent years. It requires a FMP.

Harkaway Scout Camp (chadwicK rd, harKaway – narre 
warren east FB priMary response area)

This park is managed by a scout organisation; it is within the City of 
Casey. A fire here will, however, impact significantly on the Shire of 
Cardinia. Ad hoc burns have been conducted in the past and there 
have been no works done in recent years. It requires a FMP.

Beacon Hills Golf Club and adjoining land  
(stoney creeK road, Upper BeaconsField)

This encompasses bush land along Stoney Creek from Stoney Creek 
Road to Albers road and along the west side of the golf club back to 
Red Hill road.

Ownership of this land has been traditionally hard to resolve, it 
includes private property, council property, DSE or Parks Vic 
managed areas. This uncertainty needs resolving and a FMP is 
required. 

All roadsides require fire management planning. All roads are 
of local tactical significance, some of strategic significance. Some 
roadsides are areas of high conservation value – these require 
sensitive fuel management. All roads in Upper Beaconsfield are 
council managed except Beaconsfield Emerald Road – which is 
managed by Vic Roads. 

Critchley Parker Junior Reserve (Between st georges road, 
Upper BeaconsField and Barnes drive, gUy’s hill) 

This is managed by Parks Vic. A significant fire in the area will reach 
this zone and significantly enhance fire impact on the neighbouring 
properties. A fire in here will travel uphill into low-density urban 
interface with a southwesterly wind. It will be dangerous to 
approach this area for fire suppression on very high to severe FDI 
days. It currently has an active FMP managed by Parks Vic. 

Gembrook Electorate
Brad Battin MLA

Mr Battin said a $5 million Fire Ready 
Communities grants program over four 
years was available to support innovative, 
locally-identified and locally-managed 
projects to improve preparation, fire 
awareness and education in high-risk 
communities, like Upper Beaconsfield. 

The grants will help these communities 
build vital networks and develop local 
solutions, through developing an 

understanding of local risks and carefully 
planning response and recovery. 

It’s not a ‘one-size-fits-all’ approach. Local 
residents have the detailed on-the-ground 
knowledge required to make communities 
safer and better prepared. 

Mr Battin encouraged Cardinia Shire 
Council and local community organisations 
to apply for grants of up to $30 000 for 
community safety projects and up to 

$100 000 for community network projects. 

Funding is available for community safety 
equipment, training exercises, and other 
initiatives. 

To apply for Fire Ready Communities 
grants, local community organisations 
should contact the Department of Planning 
and Community Development in their 
region or  
visit www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/contact-us



Village Bell   September 201116

Primary School news
Nick Karanzoulis, Principal

Vegetable garden
At BUPS, our teaching and learning 
philosophy incorporates the theories of 
John Dewey, Jean Piaget and Vygotsky 
amongst others. Through our personalised 
learning approach, the child’s needs, 
interests, passions and directions are 
considerations that ensure that all 
individuals are engaged in their learning 
and are well prepared for a successful life. 
As we continue to fine-tune our teaching 
and learning philosophy, we have been 
exploring the highly successful Reggio 
Emilia Approach that originated in 
Northern Italy after WWII and is still used 
widely around the world, especially in pre 
schools and primary schools. The Approach 
acknowledges the teacher, the family as well 
as the environment as the significant agents 
for learning. Children should be presented 
with opportunities to be engaged with the 
physical environment to relate the classroom 
activities the environment around us. 

A way of extending our children’s 
involvement with the environment is 
through the creation and caring of an 
extensive vegetable garden. Vegetables will 
be grown, chickens will lay eggs and our 
children will incorporate food technology 
as part of their education at BUPS. The 
purpose built kitchen and function room 
in our new stadium will enable children to 
cook/bake the ingredients and then enjoy 
the fruits of their labours for lunch. Grades 
will be supported by members from our 
community who have a passion for learning 
and gardening.

Many children find it hard to relate the 
food they purchase, already packaged in 
jars, plastics and cartons, to its origin as a 

seed, in the soil, with 
sunshine and rain 
before it ripens, is 
harvested and finally 
makes its way to the 
kitchen. Growing 
things and caring for 
the environment is 
now more pertinent 
than ever in our quest 
for a quality life and 
the maintenance of a 
healthy planet.

2012 Prep 
enrolment
Prep enrolments for 2012 are now taken. 
Children who turn 5 years of age by 30 
April 2012 are eligible to start school in 
2012. Our extensive 2012 Preps Transition 
Program has continued this Term with the 
PMP sessions and the visits to the kinder 
by our Grade 5 children, who will be the 
2012 Prep Buddies, to have lunch with the 
kinder kids and talk about/answer questions 
about school life. In Term 4, our Transition 
Program continues with the Orientation 
Sessions which will include sessions with 
our specialist staff and the 2012 Prep 
teachers. 

Please contact the office for more 
information about the enrolment process. 

Footsteps dance program
Every second year, the Footsteps Dance 
Program is incorporated in the school’s 
Performing Arts/Physical Education. This 
program has provided all children with the 
movement education to make dancing an 
exciting and fun social activity.

Work in front of stadium 
As well as the establishment of the vegetable 
garden and chicken enclosure in front of 
the new stadium, we are currently building 
an extensive shed to house the Human 
Powered Vehicles (HPVs) and bikes. The 
shed will enable children, parents and 
teachers to work on site preparing the 
HPVs for the four annual events that we are 
involved in – at Wonthaggi, Casey, Murray 
Bridge and Maryborough.

Once the erection of the shed is completed, 
the front area will be landscaped and will 
include a surfaced car park.

State cross country runners

BUPS children have tended to perform well 
relative to their peers in many aspects of 
school life and especially in the area of sport. 
In recent years, our children have reached 
State level in the University of NSW tests, 
HPV competitions, Performing Arts, tennis, 
football, swimming, athletics and cross 
country. This year, Amy Lawton and Travis 
Bindley represented BUPS at the State 
Cross Country Championships.  
A great achievement! 

School production: 
Blue Ribbon Belle
This year’s whole-school production is 
the musical Blue Ribbon Belle and will 
be staged at St Margaret’s School on 
Wednesday 19 October. Preparation are 
going well with children working with 
teachers, parents and dare I say, some 
animals, for this much-anticipated event on 
the school’s events calendar.
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Upper Beaconsfield Kindergarten
Tracey Wadelton, Vice President

Pre-Kinder welcomes Briony
This term the Upper Beaconsfield Pre 
Kindergarten was lucky enough to welcome 
our new teacher for the 3-year-old group 
into our kinder community. Whilst it was 

sad to say goodbye to our previous teacher 
Claire Robins, our parents and children 
have welcomed Briony McKelson into the 
position with open arms. The kindergartens’ 
committee of management and teachers 

were sensitive to the 
needs of 3 and 4 year old 
children and were careful 
to introduce Briony late 
in term 2 with the help 
of Claire Robins and our 
amazing Kinder Assistant 
Alison Jones who has been 
at our kinder for 6 years, 
Briony’s transition was 
smooth and easy for all 
concerned. 

Briony has come to us whilst 
she has been on maternity 

leave after welcoming her first child, now 6 
month old Ollie. Briony has had 10 years 
of experience in Early Learning, the last 7 
of which has been teaching grade preps at 
Beaconsfield Primary School.

While the difference between teaching 
Preps and Pre Kinder children is vast, 
Briony has welcomed the change with open 
arms and has some wonderful ideas for our 
children. The beginning of this term has 
been lovely and our 3 and 4 year olds are 
smiling and happy, which is all that we can 
hope for. 

The Upper Beaconsfield Kindergarten 
and Pre Kindergarten are currently taken 
enrolments for next year and beyond, please 
contact us for details on: Pre Kinder  
5944 4488 and Kinder 5944 3822. 

Toy Library
Marie Rogers

Toy Library is located at the Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre

Open Thursday and Saturday between 9.30–10.30 am during school term

Phone the Community Centre on 5944 3484 for more information 

or drop us a line at upperbeac.toylibrary @ yahoo.com.au

Where do all the toys go?
If you have ever visited the Upper 
Beaconsfield Toy Library at the community 

centre you may be surprised where all the 
toys go when we are closed. Behind two 
sliding doors at the centre is a relatively 
small enclosure with three levels of shelving 
all around, cleverly organised by the toy 
library committee to fit over 460 toys, 
which makes plenty to share around to 
its members. With help from committee 
family members we have a fantastic sturdy 
mobile games/puzzle/educational toys 
& musical instrument rack which alone 
carries over 160 items. The library also has 

rows of shelving for our DVDs, CDs & 
TAG readers. The rest of the shelves snugly 
fit toy boxes, bags and a variety of various 
shaped items, all accessible for when the 

library is open.

 Lots of toys being borrowed
It was great to see the library with a lot 
less toys than usual at the end of term 
2, showing that many of the library’s 
users had taken the opportunity to 
borrow over the winter school holidays. 
And why not! We have many of the 
latest toys and games, even those bulky 
ones you hate to store and you will be 
helping the environment by borrowing 

instead of buying.

Saving your time and 
money
Buying toys can be expensive 
and it takes time to find the 
bargains, so we have done 
some of the shopping for you 
and we love it! We know what 
kids like, from play kitchens 
for the junior chef in your 
family or playing outside in 

the sand pit to quietly putting together 
a jigsaw or reading one of the many tag 
readers we have available.

To help us purchase more toys the toy 
library committee recently gave up some 
of their Sunday morning to sell pre-loved 
toys from the library and donated toys 
from members at Akoonah Park market 
in Berwick. It was an extremely successful 
morning, selling over 90% of what we had. 

If you were thinking of becoming a member, 
now is a great time to join as we have many 
new toys purchased from the mid-year sales, 
it's also a great way to catch up with other 
parents in the area.

Want to know more?



Village Bell   September 201118

Scouts indoor car boot sale!
Have a spring clean out

When?    Saturday 15 October
Where?    Igloo, Recreation Reserve

Cost?    $10 a table
Bookings:    contact Ali Hudson 5944 3849

All proceeds towards Upper Beac Scout Group

Upper Beac Pony Club
Fiona Thompson

As mentioned in our last article, on 19 
& 20 June, at Bacchus Marsh Pony Club 
grounds, our Musical Ride and Games 
teams represented our club in the State 
competition. The Musical Ride team 
competed on the Saturday, and while things 

didn’t go entirely to plan, our team came 
away with lots of pointers for next time. The 
Games team had their events on the Sunday, 
and acquitted themselves very well, placing 
15th out of 25. Thanks to everyone involved 
with both teams for all their preparation 
and support, and congratulations to the 
riders and their horses.

Our annual combined training day was held 
on 28 May, with 27 entries and a full day of 
friendly but fervent competition. Results for 
our members include:

Grade 5A - Sarah Jones 1st, Brooke Lever 
2nd and Hannah Sykes = 3rd 

Grade 5C - Ellena Boura 3rd 

Grade 4 - Millie McDonald 1st, Jessica 
Kiker 2nd and Tegan McKenzie 4th 

Grade 3 - Tori Ling 1st, Casey Gilberto 4th 
and Katie Hore 6th 

Recent landscaping work at the grounds 
has resulted in a more user friendly space 
around the clubrooms, with room to 

manoeuvre 
vehicles and 
trailers much 
more easily. Our 
round yard is 
complete and 
apart from 
needing a few 
weeks to settle, 

is ready to use. 
This will provide 
a much needed 
small work space, 
which will be well 
used by members 
on rally days 
and will expand the range of lessons and 
demonstrations on offer. 

Our annual show jumping day was held on 
14 August at Ayr Hill Equestrian Centre, 
Hillcrest College in Berwick. There were 
three types of jumping competitions on 
offer, so plenty to see and do.

A recent addition to the pony club 
programme is an in-house, non-competitive 
“Jump a Jump” day, held at the grounds. 

Club riders were invited to come along 
and start jumping at whatever height they 
wanted, and continue as far as they wished 
as the jumps increased in size. It was a 
huge success as the riders attempted new 
heights without the pressure of competition. 
Hopefully this will become a regular activity 
on the calendar. 
The new membership year has just begun 
for PCAV, so if you are interested in 
joining, now is the time to do it. You 
will need a horse/pony, or regular access 
to one for rallies, and an enthusiasm 
for all things horsey. You will meet new 

friends, try new activities, learn new skills 
and hang out with horses all day. What 
more could you want??!! Contact our 
membership officer, Robyn Charman 
at robyn.charman2 @ bigpond.com for 
further details. Alternatively, download an 
application form from our website  
www.upperbeaconsfield.ponyclubvic.
org.au and post it to PO Box 112, Upper 
Beaconsfield, 3808.

Local rider Ellena Boura riding in the Grade 5C competition

The completed round yard at the pony club
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Upper Beac Scout Group
Ali Hudson, Group Chairperson, 5944 3849

Wow, what fantastic 
youth we have!
Upper Beaconsfield Scout Group 
has just held their Annual Awards 
and Reports night on Monday 
1 August – World Scout Day. I 
could not believe my eyes when I 
saw all seventy-five of our youth 
members looking so smart in 
their uniforms and standing 
to attention in a circle. It was 
very impressive. Personally I felt 
very proud to be part of such a 
magnificent group of people as I 
am sure BP would have been if he 
had been looking on. 

The Cub pack continues to 
grow, as do the Cubs within it. 
Madison Gerdan, Jesse Walker, 
Ben Inskip, Adam Humme and 
Hayley Inkster have all recently 
achieved their Grey Wolf Awards. This 
is the highest award a Cub can achieve. 
Hayley, Ben and Adam were also invested 
into Scouts that evening. Looking back over 
the program I wonder if they had any time 
to themselves after night hikes, bowling, 
catapult making, carnival nights, billy cart 
racing, swimming and camping to name just 
a few of the previous years activities.

About nine of the cubs will be going to the 
Cuboree this September. To be followed by 
a relaxing program of flying at Moorabbin, 
igloo sleepovers and cooking competitions! 
Towards the end of the year about ten Cubs 

will move onto Scouts.

The Scouts of course also run an exciting 
program expanding on the knowledge 
gained previously. Participating in district 
cooking competitions, over night hikes, ski 
trips, tree planting, building rafts and testing 
them out at Aura Vale, rock climbing, 
constructing chairs, bridges and gateways, 
as well as the usual wide games and camping 
activities. Tom Inkster and Brenden Boon 
received their Scout medallions earlier this 
year and have now moved on to Venturers.

The Venturer unit (ages 14½–18) keeps 
on growing and now has about twenty-
two members making it the largest unit 
in the district. The program is organised 
and run by the Venturers themselves and 
has included four wheel driving, horse 
riding, Big burger challenge (13½ kg!), 
laser tag, personnel fitness & master chef 
night. Many Venturers also attended major 
activities held else where in Victoria such as 
Anything Goes and Vic Gathering. Venturer 
Leader Janet Grainger-Wilcox was 
presented with her 10 years service 
certificate.

Those too old for Ventures have 
moved on to The Spilt Rock Rover 
Crew, who although small at 
present hope to have at least ten 
members by the end of the year. 
They are currently working on 

their Mudbash car, which they 
hope to be able to compete in 
June next year.

As with all of these activities 
none of it is possible without 
the fantastic leaders we have: 
Kathy, Bruce, Alison and 
Fred in Cubs. Mick, Colin, 
Josie and Dale in Scouts. 
Rob, Janet, Steve and Michael 
in Venturers. Supported by 
an unflagging committee of 
Cathy, Anne and Wendy. 
Overseeing everyone of course 
is the tireless and inimitable 
Group Leader Paul Deady. 
You are an awesome bunch of 
people and all deserve a well-
earned pat on the back.

Sadly our planned fun quiz 
didn’t materialise; thank you so 
much to all the local businesses 

that were so willing to help. We appreciate 
your kindness and patience. Special thanks 
to Foodworks for the lollies, yes, they were 
enjoyed by all the youth at the Awards night.

Thank you to everyone who supports us with 
our wood raffle at the end of each month 
outside the general store, honest, it is a new 
trailer of wood each time. Congratulations 
to ‘Brian’ this month’s winner. Welcome to 
the new “BUGS” owners, we look forward to 
your continued support.

Look out for the notices advertising our 
community indoor boot sale/table sale at 
the igloo on Saturday 15 October where 
you can make money by selling all your 
unwanted items.

As always if you would like to find 
out more about Cubs 7–11 yrs, 
Scouts 11–14 yrs, or Venturers 14–18 
yrs, please phone group leader Paul 
Deady 5944 4248 after hours or email 
gl.upperbeaconsfield @ vicscouts.asn.au

L – R: Bruce Holloway, Mick McGrath, Tom Inkster, Brenden Boon, Colin 
Boadle, Fred Pavenello, Kathy McGrath, Shirvaun McGrath, Josie Boadle, 

Adam Humme, Ben Inskip, Madi Gerdan and Hayley Inkster.  
Scout Medallion and Grey Wolf Awardees.

Hayley Inkster making the journey from Cubs to Scouts.
Adam Humme, Ben Inskip and Hayley 
Inkster being invested into Scouts
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Season 2011 seemed to just come and go and as you read this some 
of our teams will be competing in the final series. In all we managed 
to have four teams make the finals this year, those being our Under 
11 Blue, Under 13 Blue, Under 14 Blue and Under 15 Blue teams. 

Our Under 14 Blue team is rather unique in that they are a merged 
team consisting of some players from the Beaconsfield Junior 
Football Club and some players from the Berwick Springs Junior 
Football Club. This was necessary as both clubs struggled to field a 
full side in this age group. Merging teams at the start of the season 
gave those players a chance to still play for their chosen team as 
uniforms and home grounds alternated for both clubs. Both parents 
and players grasped the concept with open arms and have enjoyed 
the season immensely whilst the team gained a well-earned spot in 
the finals. 

Beaconsfield’s call to arms
The Beaconsfield JFC was again proud to be a part of the ‘Call to 
Arms’ campaign. Since 2009 the Beaconsfield Junior Football Club 
have supported a very important and worthwhile cause, the Cancer 
Council ‘Call to Arms’, and continued with this tradition in season 
2011. June was the official month for this year’s ‘Call To Arms’ 
campaign, and as such, all of our players wore yellow armbands at all 
home and away games played during Round 9 on Sunday 26 June, 
in a show of support and to raise awareness for cancer in men. We 

again successfully raised much needed funds to assist in the tackling 
of cancer with all proceeds from our awards night BBQ food sales 
and collection tins being donated to this very worthwhile cause. In 
total we raised in excess of $400 for the Cancer Council. 

Oh what a feeling
Earlier in the season our club was very fortunate to have been 
donated football jumpers by one of our long term major sponsors, 
Berwick Toyota. This kind donation became invaluable for rounds 
12 and 13 played in late July. Both our Under 10 and Under 11 
teams who play in the same division had clash games fixtured to 
play. As Beaconsfield does not have a clash jumper out came the red 
and white Toyota jumpers which the boys wore with pride. There 
was a sense of excitement in the air as our chosen away sides pulled 
on the red and white Toyota football jumpers and played in front 
of an appreciative crowd at O’Neil Road oval, Beaconsfield for both 
matches. 

Looking ahead
September sees out our year for players with our best and fairest 
awards being held in the second week of the month with the 
presentations split into two groups. Under 14’s, 15’s and 16’s 
will be held on Friday 9 September and all remaining age groups 
will be held on Sunday 11 September further details on www.
beaconsfieldjfc.com.au  We look forward to seeing you all there. 

Beaconsfield Junior Football Club

Football honours  
for Taylor Joyce
Berwick Leader 

TAYLOR Joyce was pleased and proud to 
be named captain of the South East Juniors 
Under 15 representative team for the AFL 
Victoria Metropolitan championships.

Here is another honour for the Upper 
Beaconsfield boy and Beaconsfield player.

Taylor been selected in the Victorian 
Under 15 side to contest the School Sport 
Australia championships in Canberra next 

month. Hundreds of players 
tried out and the squad 
was reduced to 60 for trial 
matches. Taylor did well in the 
competition and was rewarded 
with a Big V jumper.

His father, Tony, said Taylor 
had always been “footy mad”, 
remembering that he tagged 
along to Berwick Auskick when he was 
three. He joined Beaconsfield at Under 10 
level and has since won four club and three 
league best and fairest.

The Dandenong Stingrays 
have him in their development 
squads.

“Taylor is a very exceptional 
player,” Beaconsfield Under 15 
coach Ray Crozier said. His 
skill set, talent and maturity 
are well beyond his years while 
his football achievements 

speak volumes. I have no doubt that Taylor 
will reach the highest heights in football if 
he desires.”
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Cardinia Beaconhills Golf 
Ian Hollingsworth

With winter nearly over, we look forward 
to some warmer weather come spring time, 
hopefully being able to pack the umbrellas 
and wet weather gear away. We’ve still had 
good numbers playing each week, and 
although the winter has been pretty cold, we 
haven’t had as much rain as last year, which 
has left the course in good condition leading 
up to the busier months.

We’ve seen some of the club’s major events 
take place over recent times, with the Frank 
Nightingale Matchplay Trophy being the 
pick of the bunch. Last year’s winner Leigh 
Boyle managed what no other has previously 
achieved in this event, and managed back 
to back wins to again take this year’s title, 
defeating Colin Dell in the final 2 up. The 
Men’s Pennant season also came to a close, 
with the A team being defeated by a very 
strong Rosebud side in the semi-final. The B 
team made the final against Devilbend GC, 
but didn’t play up to expectations on the day 

and suffered a 4/3 defeat. Thanks must go 
to all players, caddies and team managers for 
their efforts during the season, we got close, 
but just not quite close enough!

The Juniors continue to show improvement 
with the structured system in place for them 
on Saturday afternoons. Greg Broom does a 
terrific job assisting the kids, and he is ably 
supported by teaching pro David Williams 
with the more technical aspects of the game. 
We’ll endeavour again to send a couple of 
the Juniors to the golf camp put on by the 
VGA at Mirboo North in the next school 
holidays, this is a really beneficial 3-4 days of 
intensive (but fun) training, which the kids 
really enjoy.
The club will be holding the Victorian 
Seniors Open in late September, which is 
an event open for those over 50 years of age, 
and will encompass both professional and 
amateur golfers, for the 36 hole event. We 
thank Upper Beac residents Brent Mounter 

(Bayer) and Tom Gibson (Alex Scott Real 
Estate) for their major sponsorship of the 
event, and we have our fingers crossed for 
some good weather.

Recent social events have seen the Upper Beac 
CFA hold their fundraising dinner up at the 
club, the primary school PFA have their Music 
Trivia night up here next week to raise money 
for the school, and many enjoyed the Bee Gee’s 
tribute band up here a few weeks ago.

The club is still awaiting a decision from the 
Planning Minister regarding the subdivision 
of club land along McArthur Rd. 

We continue to have new members join the 
club, we welcome them all, and its been good 
see an influx of younger people (18-22) join 
the ranks. The $979 offer for full 12 month 
membership has worked well, and is a deal 
we’ll continue to run with for some time yet, 
and with the better weather approaching it’s a 
great time to get involved and join our club.

Tennis Club
Cam McCormick

The club recently held its AGM, so if you 
didn’t campaign for a spot yourself or 
nominate somebody else, there is a good 
chance that the same crew of dedicated 
members will continue to push the club 
forward. We will, however, have a new 
President, with Nick Gamble reaching 
the end of his 2 year term. Kudos to Nick 
for the time and effort he has put into the 
club as president, particularly his work in 
maintaining the courts. Matt Hendrie’s 
efforts with general maintenance works are 
also much appreciated. 2011 committee 
members were: Nick Gamble (President), 
Glenn Burridge (Vice President), Callen 
O’Brien (Treasurer), Di Eibl (Secretary), 
Peter Durkin, Jenny McCormick, Matt 
Hendrie, Peter Puts, Bruce Harper & 
Cameron McCormick. Thanks to all 
committee members for their contribution.

Watch out for the new paths, steps and 
landscaping improvements that will soon 
be underway around the clubhouse, and the 
new website is close to coming on-line.

Night tennis
Monday Night (Beginners/interMediate)
Any players interested in Monday night 
please contact Sharon Brockman on  
5944 3829 or 0439 933 668.

Tuesday Night (interMediate/advanced)
If you are keen for some good competition 
as well as a social night out please contact 
Leanne Ricketts on 5944 3910 or  
0417 660 377. We are currently looking for 
emergency players.

Wednesday Night (advanced)
Wednesday night tennis continues on as 
usual – no teams, no schedules, no worries, 
just roll up whenever you feel like a game. 
For those that feel they must, call Nick 
Gamble on 0438 443 756 to find out more.

Thursday Night (Beginner/interMediate)
If you are interested in Thursday night 
tennis please ring Dave Harvey on  
5944 3385 or 0400 457 505.

Inter-club competition
Register your interest in becoming an 
emergency/fill-in player, or a regular. 
Anyone wanting to play should contact Nic 
Gamble (0438 443 756 or nic.g @ bigpond.

com) for Pennant or Peter Durkin  
(9215 3129, 5944 3765 or peter.
durkin @ ato.gov.au) for Waverley District.

Anyone interested in playing Midweek 
ladies competition whether beginner or 
experienced please contact Kerrie Stanley 
(5944 4066 or travelsafe @netspace.net.au).

Via Cardinia Council
Many thanks to Council by reimbursing 
the cost of en-tout-cas needed to repair the 
courts after they were extensively damaged 
by the extreme rainfall earlier in the year.

The club was recently the proud recipient of 
a recycling grant, so keep your eyes peeled 
for the improved waste management system 
as a result of this recent windfall.

Ossie’s Tennnis Coaching (OTC)
Information on all coaching services for 
children and adults, racquet sales, restrings 
and junior tournaments can be found on the 
OTC website: www.oztenniscoach.webs.
com or by contacting Paul Osborne on 5629 
2121 or Rob Scott on 0448 065 158

Enjoy what’s left of winter and hope to see 
you at the courts.

Upcoming events • 10 September: Social night • Club Championships: 16 October: Senior singles • 23 October: Senior doubles 
• 6 November: Junior singles • 20 November: Working Bee – If you missed the fun of club champs, come along and snag some free food 
and drink in exchange for your blood, sweat and tears • 3 December: Christmas Party. Be in the running to grab one of Santa’s lolly bags!
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2011 Village Bell Subs $5     PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!

 Full Name:  ____________________________________________________________________

 Address:  ____________________________________________________________________

 Amount Enclosed: __________________________    Thank you for your support!

 (    )  I would like to be emailed UBA meeting minutes and news. 

 Email address: __________________________________________________

Village Bell subscriptions for 2011
The Village Bell is our community’s newspaper and is written, 
edited, compiled and collated by volunteers. It is produced 4 times 
a year and is delivered to every letter box in Upper Beaconsfield by 
Australia Post. Each household is asked to pay $5 for their annual 
subscription which helps to pay for the Village Bell’s production. 

Subs for 2011 are now due and can now be paid at either the 

Community Centre, General Store or Post Office.

If you find it easier to pay by internet banking, please send payment 
to Commonwealth Bank of Australia,  
Account Name: Upper Beaconsfield Association Incorporated  
BSB 063-549, Account number 0080-0228

Please tag your payment with your name and VB Subs so we know 
who sent it. Thank you to those who have subscribed this year.

Cricket Club
Rob Hansen

Cricket Club signs  
Shawn Flegler
The Upper Beaconsfield Cricket Club has pulled off a major 
recruiting coup, securing the 
services of former first-class player 
Shawn Flegler for the 2011/12 
cricket season.

Shawn Flegler, who lives in Upper 
Beaconsfield, will join the club 
as its professional player for the 
upcoming season.

He is also the current coach of 
the Victorian High Performance 
Academy, and has recently 
signed on as assistant coach for 
the new Twenty20 franchise the 
“Melbourne Stars”. He will continue 
to undertake both roles while 
playing for the Maroons.

Upper Beaconsfield president and 
captain Scott Pitcher said the club 
was over the moon with the news of 
Flegler’s signing. 

“Shawn is the perfect recruit for our 
club, his knowledge and experience 
in the game is second-to-none,” 
Pitcher said.

“As a club we’ve realised that we 
were lacking an experienced top-
order batsman as well as another spinner and Shawn will hopefully 
fill both of those rolls perfectly. We’ve got so many great kids 
coming through the junior system at the club and Shawn’s ability to 
work with them will certainly help with their development. There’s 

probably not going to be a better place for a young kid to play than 
at Upper Beac.”

Flegler said he was looking forward to lining up for the Maroons.

“There are so many exciting up-
an-coming players at Upper Beac 
who I’m really looking forward to 
playing with,” Flegler said.

“The boys just missed out on 
playing finals last season after 
winning the district competition 
the year before, so our aim will 
definitely be to make the top four.”

Flegler, who bowls left-arm spin, 
said he was looking forward to 
bowling in tandem with Pitcher, 
who is known as the best leg spin 
bowler in the competition.

“Everyone knows of Scotty’s ability 
with the ball, but he’s had to go 
it alone over the past few years, 
so hopefully we’ll be able to work 
together a fair bit this year,” he said.

"And I'm also pretty keen to get out 
there with the bat and score a few 
runs as well."

Flegler first arrived at the Maroons 
back in 2009 when he made a 
guest appearance for the club in a 

Twenty20 match against Pakenham 
Upper, scoring 38 not out from just 30 balls.

He played first-class cricket for both Victoria and Queensland, as 
well as scoring numerous centuries while playing Premier Cricket.

Shawn Flegler (left) and Scott Pitcher (right).


