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Upper Beac 
upgrades Bigfill
You might recently have 
seen the Brigade’s new 
Bigfill around the streets 
as it is being run through 
its paces ready for the 
upcoming fire season. It 
isn’t actually a completely 
“new” vehicle as it is the 
old back on a new dual cab 
chassis. It has upgraded 
crew comfort and is much 
more spacious carrying 7 
crew. Historically we have 
had problems with weight 
when fully equipped but 
the new chassis has made 
that a thing of the past.  
The official handover of 
the Bigfill took place on 
23 November 2014, on the 
brigade open day.

Remembrance Day 2014
During the Service Upper Beaconsfield RSL president Eric Chaplin 
produced and blew a whistle. In the First World War, when the whistles 
blew, it was time to leap from the trenches and attack across no man’s 
land. A soldier due to attack, he explained, may have witnessed earlier 
waves of men meeting an untimely demise from the shells and machine 
guns. Back then, for that soldier, when the whistles blew, he still had to go.

Australian Scout Medallion recipients
Back row (left to right) Brad Battin MLA Gembrook, Tara Wood, Adam Humme, Jason 
Wood, Federal Member for La Trobe, Cr Brett Owen. Front Row (left to right) Jack 
Lafferty, Shirvaun McGrath, Hayley Inkster, Bailey Brock, Brooke Sewell. See page 15.

La Trobe Community Awards presentation to Geoff Davidson (left) and Eric 
Chaplin by Jason Wood, Federal Member for La Trobe . See article on page 3.

Front Cover: Life: Loving all things “horsey” 
Steph Marshall heading out on ‘Red’ from Fiddlewood near Berglund 
Road escorted by Golden Retriever Maisie. (Photograph: Cameron Rocke)

Upper Beaconsfield Village Bell– 
supported by Cardinia Shire Council
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About Town

UBA Meeting Wednesday 3 December  
at 7.30 pm at the Community Complex.  

Please come along and join us for  
a Christmas drink and nibbles.

Upper Beaconsfield takes twice 
the Awards

Jason Wood MP, Federal Member for La Trobe

The La Trobe Community Awards were a 
huge success. There were recipients from 
all over the electorate, of all age groups and 
from all different walks of life. I enjoyed 
having the opportunity to thank all those 
wonderful people for all the work they’ve 
done for our community.

Two men who have been very supportive of 
the Upper Beaconsfield community were 
also recipients of the La Trobe Community 
Awards – Mr Eric Chaplin and Mr Geoff 
Davidson. Both members of the Upper 
Beaconsfield RSL Sub-Branch, they 
have given over 55 years of service to our 
community combined. 

Eric Chaplin has been the President of the 
Upper Beaconsfield RSL for the past 15 

years and a member for the past 30 years. 
He was also a charter member of the Upper 
Beaconsfield Rotary Club and is a past 
president. Eric is a member of the Berwick 
Lions and has given 20 years of service to the 
Red Shield Appeal as an area organiser. His 
community commitment over the years has 
extended to working as a sheep handler at the 
Annual Berwick Show, where he has also been 
the spruiker at the Berwick Lions spinning 
wheel. Eric is considered to be a role model 
for his dedication to charity and community 
involvement.

Geoff is respected for his service in the 
Royal Australian Navy in 1951, and over the 
years has been a member of a wide variety of 
community groups. Geoff has not only been 
a valued member but has also volunteered 
his services to the Apex Club in Dandenong 
for 13 years and the Upper Beaconsfield 
Rotary Club for 11 years. He has also 

volunteered his time for many community 
events such as the Pakenham Show for 
8 years, and is an integral part of many 
local community events. Geoff currently 
volunteers for South Eastern Palliative 
Care, helping those who need it most. He 
has now been volunteering for a total of 
approximately 35 years. 

I am so happy to take this opportunity 
to say thank you to both Geoff and Eric. 
The work you do not only benefits our 
community in the present, it also sets a 
shining example for those who follow 
in your footsteps – ensuring that our 
community fosters support and care for 
each other for many years to come.

Congratulations to all recipients of the La 
Trobe Community Award. If you would like 
to keep across who received an award, please 
visit my facebook page at www.facebook.
com/jasonwood.updates. 

Upper Beaconsfield Christmas Carols
Tess Porz

‘Tis the season to be jolly 
... so drop everything, grab the kids, pack a picnic tea and head 
on down to the Upper Beac Carols at the Keith Ewenson Park in 
Salisbury Road on Christmas Eve!

A great line-up of local talent will be there to lead you through the 
community singing. We will begin the fun at 7 pm with a half an 
hour of children’s entertainment.

While this is taking place Santa and the CFA truck will visit Grant 
Court at approximately 7 pm, Burton Road at 7.15 pm and Paul 
Grove at 7.30 pm. As part of the special evening Santa will make 
his grand entrance by about 7.45 pm and distribute bags of lollies 
to the local children (thanks Julie B). The regular sausage sizzle and 
refreshments will be served from 6.30 pm throughout the evening 
thanks to The Men’s Shed and the Fishers.

Please note that Carols will go ahead regardless of the weather. If 
it is wet an alternative venue is available and this will be publicised 
closer to the event.
Children’s procession
This year we will have a children’s procession with instruments. If 
your child is interested in being part of this activity please contact 
Tess on 0427 394 598. A brief rehearsal will take place on 23 
December at 4 pm at the Keith Ewenson Reserve.

Upper Beaconsfield Association
Mark Kelly, UBA President

We all must agree that the Village is looking very clean and tidy, the 
Beautification Group have been very busy around town, the Cafe 
area has been cleaned up, re-planted and mulched. The garden in 

front of the Post Office and Foodworks also been cleaned up and re-
mulched. Thanks to Craig Brodie from Total Tree Contracting for 
his support in this area. 

The speed limits around town are still an issue, the petition is being 
finalised and will be forwarded to our local Member and Vic Roads 
when completed. 

It is going to be a long hot summer by all forecasts so prepare your 
properties for the upcoming fire season, if you are new to the area 
and want some advice drop in and talk to the CFA who will be 
more than happy to help. 

Submissions for Citizen Of The Year, both Senior and Junior are 
now being taken, if you believe you know of someone who deserves 
this honour submit an application, they could be part of another 
Committee or someone who just gives to the Community in some 
selfless way, it would be great if we had many nominations this year. 

Our last UBA general meeting is on 3 December, come along and have 
your say, bring your ideas and comments, be they good or bad. 

The meeting will be concluded with a supper, so please stay and join 
us for a Christmas drink and nibbles. 

Finally, don’t forget about the Upper Beaconsfield Carols Night 
held on Xmas Eve, it’s a great fun family night to all get together. 

On behalf of the UBA I would like to take this opportunity to wish 
you and your family a Merry Christmas and a safe and Happy New 
YEAR. Thank you for your support.
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Month 45 yr average 2013 2014
Jan 63.6 26.6 29.3
Feb 58.4 60.6 55.4
Mar 64.2 69.4 39.9
Apr 78.3 30.9 109.5
May 86.1 132.2 80.0
Jun 80.3 90.5 120.0
Jul 78.6 63.1 94.3

Aug 85.7 98.5 66.4
Sep 90.6 117.9 95.6
Oct 94.3 78.4 91.6

Nov 86.5 118.6
Dec 80.4 59.4

Total 947.2 mm 946.3 mm
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Village Bell subscriptions for 2015
The Village Bell is our community’s newspaper and is written, edited, 
compiled and collated by volunteers. It is produced 4 times a year and is 
delivered to every letter box in Upper Beaconsfield by Australia Post. Each 
household is asked to pay $5 for their annual subscription which helps to 
pay for the Village Bell’s production. 

Subs for 2015 are now due and can now be paid at either the Community 
Centre, General Store or Post Office.

If you find it easier to pay by internet banking, please send payment to 
Commonwealth Bank of Australia,  
Account Name: Upper Beaconsfield Association Incorporated  
BSB 063-549, Account number 0080-0228

Please tag your payment with your name and VB Subs so we know who 
sent it. Thank you to those who have subscribed this year.

2015 Village Bell Subs $5  PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!

Full Name: ___________________________________ 
 ___________________________________

Address: ___________________________________ 
 ___________________________________

Amount Enclosed: ___________________________________

Thank you for your support!

Due to my inability to supply a report for the spring issue of the 
Village Bell, this report covers the final results for the autumn and 
winter period.

•  The autumn period March–May recorded a rainfall of 229.4 
mm compared to the average of 228.6 mm.

•  The winter period June–August included a rainfall of 280.7 
mm, compared to the average of 244.6mm.

•  The total rainfall this year January–October records a reading 
of 782.0 mm compared to the 45 year average of 780.3 mm.

•  The deficit was created in the months of January, March 
and August.

Rainfall at “Barkala”, Beaconsfield–Emerald Road
George Moir Red Cross

Barbara Jackson, 5944 3554 
Upper Beaconsfield Area Coordinator. 

It has been a busy year for Red Cross, with a number of functions 
celebrating 100 years since the formation of Australian Red Cross. 
The Berwick branch is one of the earliest being formed in 1914.

Several items of this year’s Christmas merchandise feature the Red 
Cross centenary rose. Centenary tea towels, Christmas cards and 
blank note pads, together the normal range of Christmas cards, 
diaries and calendars can be purchased from Barbara Jackson 
(5944 3554). The Christmas items are also available at the Berwick 
Mechanic’s Institute library in High Street.

Please save the stamps from all of your mail, especially over the 
Christmas period. Leave a generous amount of envelope around the 
stamp to prevent damage. This small gesture raises money for Red 
Cross via their philatelic volunteers. Used stamps can be left at the 
Berwick library.

Seasons greetings and a happy new year to all. 

Upper Beaconsfield–Tidy Town
Jo Carter

I hope you will agree that the village is looking well kept. The 
mulching and planting done by the Village Beautification group 
looks excellent, the plantings are growing well. In the area around 
the milk bar, council has set up new bollards and the beautification 
group has mulched and planted and generally worked hard. Charing 
Cross looks better, and we hope that council will soon repair the 
rotunda. For most of the walk from the village along Stoney Creek 
Road, the nature strips and gardens are well kept. Sutherland Park 
looks great, thanks to Sue and Peter Simmons. Win’s garden at 16 
Salisbury Road is being maintained by the Garden group and Telstra 
has at last repaired the pit in the footpath in front of number 16. 
We’re well on the way to being a Tidy Town.
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About Town

Upper Beaconsfield Citizen of the Year 2014 
Nominations now open for both Adult and 
Young Residents
COY award nominations are now open. Nomination forms are 
available from the Post Office, Community Centre, and General 
Store. 
The purpose of the award is:
To encourage and recognise the importance and value of 
community service in Upper Beaconsfield, and honour and 
acknowledge those citizens who have given meritorious service 
for the progress and development of this community and its 
residents.
ELIGIBILITY
The nominee/s will be a person who:
• Has been a resident of Upper Beaconsfield for at least 5 

years and is still a resident within the year of nomination. 
• Has made a significant contribution to the community.
• Is over the age of 21 years at the time of nomination for 

Citizen of the Year or under 21 years of age at time of 
nomination for Young Citizen of the Year.

• Has not already received an Upper Beaconsfield Citizen of 
the Year award. 

• Is of good character.
The closing date for nomination is 31 December 2014. Please 
note this date in your diary/calendar and consider nominating 
someone you know who is doing great work within the 
community. Anyone previously nominated but unsuccessful, can 
be renominated.
After the December closing date, the UBA will form a sub-
committee to assess all of the nominations. The COY winner will 
be notified, and an award ceremony will be held at the Village 
Festival on 15 February, 2015.
The forms should be completed and returned to the
COY Coordinator, PO Box 86, Upper Beaconsfield.

Time to rescue ‘Salisbury Gully’
Sally Randall

Not so many years ago, Salisbury Gully, right in the centre of the 
village, was a place well-loved and frequented by the walkers of 
Upper Beaconsfield and day-trippers from Melbourne. A walk in 
Salisbury Gully was an essential part of a weekend in one of the 
many guesthouses in the vicinity, including Salisbury House. A 
group known as the “Friends of Salisbury Gully” held working bees 
to control weeds and maintain the walking track. Salisbury Gully 
was included in every list of walks close to Upper Beaconsfield, but 
now doesn’t even rate a mention. If you are a more recent arrival in 
Upper Beaconsfield, you may not even know of the existence of this 
special place, almost forgotten on one side of McBride Road.

Quite by chance, in a collection of postcards of tourist spots dating 
from the 1940s, I recently found two C. S. Tompkins postcards 
featuring Salisbury Gully (they are also featured in Margaret Royle 
Knowles’ book about the history of Salisbury House). The postcards 
show towering tree ferns, well cut steps and paths. However, no-one 

would now consider 
Salisbury Gully a 
tourist attraction. 
Weeds have invaded 
the site and vandals 
have torn out the steps 
and bridges, leaving 
slippery eroded wash-
outs that are impassable 
for walkers. It seems 
that modern day roads 
and drains have also 
diverted the natural 
water flow so that the 
creek no longer runs as 
it used to.

Salisbury Gully is 
classified as ‘temperate 
rainforest’, an 
‘Ecological Vegetation 
Class’ which is rather 
unusual in this area, but which has flourished in this site because the 
Gully faces south and is damp enough to support a quite different 
range of vegetation than that seen over most of Upper Beaconsfield. 
It is sufficiently steep to have been spared clearance for housing or 
grazing, and so cool and damp that it has been spared the bushfires 
which have frequented Upper Beaconsfield. It seems that despite 
some efforts by the Cardinia Shire Council to control weeds on 
the site, much more needs to be done if Salisbury Gully is not to 
deteriorate into a degraded wasteland. We have seen this happen 
over and over in other places on the fringes of urban areas, but 
should we also abandon Salisbury Gully to this fate?

When the Victorian Department of Environment and Primary 
Industry recently made grants available for the restoration of local 
sites of environmental value, it therefore seemed a great opportunity 
to make an application for funding and to make a fresh start. This 
application for funding has been successful, and we are proposing 
that with the small grant from DEPI, we can commence some work, 
removing weeds and some accumulated rubbish, making a start with 
the restoration of a short walking path, and preparing an up-to-date 
survey of the flora and fauna on the site. Cardinia Shire Council 
has indicated its support for this project, but has suggested that a 
formal survey of the site will need to be carried out before any plans 
for a restored walking track can be made. A new layout for a walking 
track would be required in the interests of safety and also to ensure 
the privacy of neighbours. If there are any surveyors out there who 
could assist with this, we would love to hear from you.

The project will start in 2015 with the gradual removal of weeds, 
including onion weed, blackberry and pittosporum and the 
replanting of indigenous species. If you would like to be involved in 
any way, or would like to know more about the project, please leave 
your details at the office at the Community Centre by contacting 
5944 3484.
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Ranges Ward
Cr Brett Owen

Cr Tania Baxter Ph: 0427 528 358 t.baxter@cardinia.vic.gov.au

Cr Leticia Wilmot Ph: 0427 135 879 l.wilmot@cardinia.vic.gov.au

Cr Brett Owen Ph: 0418 993 370 b.owen@cardinia.vic.gov.au

Wonderful Walks in Victoria
Helen Smith

As an incentive for people to use the railways 
for leisure, this book with a beautifully 
illustrated front cover was published in 1931 
by The Victorian Railways. Information was 
presented of 44 walks throughout the state 
with access to railway stations. Many featured walks in ranges areas 
and valleys, including such places as Mt Buffalo, Lederderg Gorge, 
Gippsland, the Dandenongs and the Peninsula. Some walks could 
be achieved in one day but others could take many days.

“No holiday season passes without innumerable parties of 
healthy, enthusiastic boys and men, and, in these days of energetic 
womanhood, young women, too, taking the road for health and 
pleasure—pleasure which no other form of travel can give.”

“Of all forms of exercise, there is, perhaps, none better or more 
convenient than that of walking. Walking brings us out into the 
open, where the air is purest. It increases respiration, bringing 
greater supplies of pure oxygen to the lungs, and insuring a pure 
blood stream, without which we cannot feel fit and well. It makes 
the heart beat firmer, and it clears the brain, giving a feeling of 
exhilaration and well-being which, alone, makes this exercise well 

worth while.”

“Good train services connect either with the starting or finishing 
points for the various walks. Timetables are varied according to the 
season of the year. Before undertaking any of the walks it is advisable 
to consult a current timetable or confer with station staffs or the 
Government Tourist Bureau. Special facilities are granted for round 
trips, enabling return to the city by a different rail route.”

Several walks included Upper Beaconsfield and environs. Here’s one.

Walk number 41—Pakenham to Beaconsfield [via Upper 
Beaconsfield] (One Day—15 Miles)

Train to Pakenham (35½ miles). Keep on the north side of the 
railway line and walk through the township towards Melbourne 
along the Gippsland road. Little more than a mile out of Pakenham 
is Burke’s Hotel, on the corner of the Toomuc Valley road, 
branching off to the north. Go up the valley until you reach the 
Toomuc Valley orchard. Enquire for track through the orchard 
and ask permission to use it. Your track comes out on to a broad 
thoroughfare opposite the site of an old house. Turn to the left, and 
the road will take you up a final spur into Upper Beaconsfield. Pass 
along the principal street to the Post Office, near which a good road 
turns off to the left. Making down hill to the flat, follow on to the 
station [Beaconsfield] (5 miles).

Newly elected Mayor, Cr Leticia Wilmot
Congratulations to Councillor Leticia Wilmot who was elected 
Mayor of Cardinia Shire for 2014/2015 in November. We wish 
Leticia all the best and know that she will serve this community well.

New Civic Offices
Council moved into its new Civic Centre on 17 November. The 
move represents an exciting new era for Council and will also deliver 
a range of benefits for the community. The civic centre, located 
at 20 Siding Avenue Officer, will bring all indoor staff into one 
location improving efficiency, customer service and providing better 
community access to Council. Whilst our location will change, all 
other contact information, including phone numbers, email and 
post office box address, will remain unchanged.

The new offices are only a short walk from Officer Railway station 
making the civic centre easily accessible by rail, bus, car, and on foot. 

Access to Siding Avenue will be via by the west-bound lanes of 
Princes Highway only until the new signalised intersection at 
Starling Road is operational.

Presentation of the Scout Medallion – 
Congratulations to Upper Beac Scouts 
Congratulations to the seven scouts from the Upper Beaconsfield 
Scout Group who recently received their Scout Medallion which 
is the highest award in Scouts. I attended the presentation evening 
and it was inspiring to see the achievements of Upper Beaconsfield’s 
young people. Well done.

Youth Services
Council has a fantastic Youth Services team who provide many 

programs and activities for young people. Bookings 
for the Teenage School Holiday Program which is 
offered to all young people in the Shire will open 8 
December. Our Mobile Youth Bus will also deliver 
activities in Upper Beaconsfield during the January 
school holidays and have a presence during Term 1.

The Arise Photography program will be delivered 
from Upper Beaconsfield in Term 1, 2015. This 
program is very popular with young people. For more 
information on council youth services, please contact 
1800 4YOUTH (96 884) or check out our website 
www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/youth

Sutherland Reserve – Future 
Playground Upgrade
As part of council’s ongoing program to improve children’s 
playgrounds across the shire, Council will be installing a new 
playground at the Sutherland Fauna Reserve. Information signage 
will be erected on site early next year seeking community feedback 
on the design of the playground. 

Christmas Wishes
Council is pleased to support this year’s Upper Beaconsfield Carols 
By Candlelight through our events grants. Once again, thanks to 
the many volunteers who make this a fantastic event. 

On behalf of Leticia, Tania and I and our families, we wish all 
residents a merry Christmas and an enjoyable and safe festive season. 
We look forward to a successful year ahead.
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No development on 16 Salisbury Road until 2021
Allison Howard, Cardinia Shire Council

Community consultation was held in Upper Beaconsfield from 12 
May to 13 June regarding the proposed use of the vacant block of 
land located at 16 Salisbury Road, Upper Beaconsfield. 

Feedback from the community consultation has since been 
finalised, and full details are now available on Council’s web page or 
a hard copy is available from the Upper Beaconsfield Community 
Centre. The feedback was split down the middle – to develop or not 
to develop. 

Council recommendations
Council acknowledges the feedback received from the engagement 
process around ideas for future use of the vacant block in Salisbury 
Road Upper Beaconsfield.

• In the medium-term, we maintain the current usage of the 
site i.e. community garden, additional parking and open space 
utilised during the Upper Beaconsfield Festival annually.

• Provide advice to the Upper Beaconsfield community that there 
would be no consideration of a capital project prior to 2021 as 
articulated during the engagement process.

• We continue to monitor demand and current usage, with a view 
to exploring opportunities for funding post 2021, if further 
development of the site was needed and supported by the 
community into the future.

Ready2Go Heatwave Early 
Relocation Program
Based around heatwave conditions, 
Ready2Go was born out of a recognised 

need within the community to assist people with a set of distinct 
vulnerabilities during heatwaves or other emergencies. This need 
was identified during discussions between Cockatoo Township 
Committee and the community of Cockatoo after the Black 
Saturday bushfires and its preceding heatwave. It is now known that 
374 people died from preventable heat related illness during the 
heatwave two weeks prior to 7 February 2009, this figure is well over 
and above what would normally be expected at that time of year. 
The aim of the program is to reduce the potentially fatal impact of 
heat by providing a means of transportation and early relocation for 
those who are isolated at home without a car in periods of predicted 

heatwave, storm or high bush fire danger.

Ready2Go provides an off-mountain option for people using 
volunteer drivers and enables participants to relocate ‘off the hill’ 
ahead of any extreme conditions, by planning the day before to 
relocate to pre-arranged safer locations. A successful pilot program 
during the summer season of 2013–2014 (Nov to March) enabled 
us to seek funding for a wider program which will also provide a 
great resource for many other Victorian communities who face 
similar concerns. We are now expanding the program into the 
surrounding communities of Emerald, Gembrook and Upper 
Beaconsfield for the coming summer season 2014/2015 and if 
you would like to join the program as a participant or volunteer 
please contact Sue Wales 5968 8126 or Julie Skipsey 0400 560 818 
julieskipsey@bigpond.com 

Emerald Star bush being protected
Trust for Nature has gifted 2.1 hectares of bushland in Emerald 
to Cardinia Shire Council. The land was purchased by TFN and 
donated to protect the endangered Emerald Star Bush. A handover 
ceremony and tree planting was held on 25 October and attended 
by the Emerald 
community.

The conservation 
of the Emerald Star 
Bush is extremely 
important and 
dependent on the 
support of the local 
community. The 
plant is found only in 
Emerald and Monbulk with only 3 500 plants currently in this area.

Council will contribute $7 000 for the development of the new 
reserve, in addition to a $5 000 grant from TFN and a $9 000 
contribution by a John Hills Landcare grant for weed control. 
Council is a member of the Emerald Star Bush Partnership Project, 
to increase awareness and conservation of the Emerald Star Bush.

For more information about conservation of Emerald Star 
Bush or the Emerald Star Bush Partnership Project, visit www.
emeraldstarbush.com.

From 17 November 2014, Council’s  
Civic Centre address is: 
20 Siding Avenue, Officer.
Phone: 1300 787 624
Email: mail@cardinia.vic.gov.au
Website www.cardinia.vic.gov.au
Mail to: PO Box 7, Pakenham, 3810

We look forward to seeing you at Officer!

Change of address for Council ...
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Nobelius Heritage Park and 
Emerald Museum
Beryl Bartacek

When a car pulls in and footsteps 
are heard on the veranda, we wonder 
who is coming: perhaps a school child 
wanting help with a project, tourists out 
for a walk, overseas students searching 
for historic details, carers planning an 
outing for their charges, genealogists 
wanting photos of their ancestors or 
new residents.

Sunday afternoons are never the same. 
Since 1993 when the present building 
was opened the collection of artefacts has grown as have the trees in 
the park. People come from far and wide, not only on Sundays but 

also on Wednesdays, while historical and horticultural groups make 
appointments to learn of gold-diggers, loggers, farmers and traders 
who were all dependent on bullock-drivers, until the railway was built.

The museum and the park complement each other. Now, varieties 
of the trees that Nobelius grew thrive in the park, both deciduous 
and conifers, glorious in all seasons. In the museum are the ledgers, 
wages and order books and colourful catalogues showing how the 
Nobelius nursery developed, employing up to eighty people, before 
the first world war.

Now a few very busy volunteers are cataloguing and arranging 

displays for everyone’s benefit. They 
have had the help of an enthusiastic, 
professional curator whom they hope 
will stay longer.

Our treasures are old but our equipment 
is modern as everything is recorded 

to the standard required by Museums Australia, hoping to gain 
recognition as nationally significant.

There is work for more enthusiastic workers in research, publicity 
and welcoming visitors. If more volunteers sign up the museum 
could again be opened on Saturdays, too.

The new steps from the park up to the veranda will be bringing 
more visitors to keep us busy, come and join us and meet some for 
yourself.

La Trobe Community Award
Chris Britton

Our work has been acknowledged by our MP Jason Wood, with a 
La Trobe Community Award in October 2014, recognising Beryl 
Bartacek who has been a volunteer in the museum for 20 years.

Free workshop - ‘propagation by seed’
Saturday 6 December 2014        -          10 am–12 noon

Green Circle Plant Nursery, 1 Halford St, Upper Beaconsfield

Morning Tea provided. Take home a free plant.

Reserve a space—book by 4 December 2014  
greencircleplantnursery@outlook.com  

or by calling/SMS Anita 
on 0410 619 872

Our nursery collects 
and grows over 

110 different species of plants. Learn how to collect and store 
seed, seed dormancy and how to overcome dormancy, seed 
germination and growing native plants in general. 

We have seven volunteers who together produce up to 50 000 
high quality plants annually. Our volunteers meet on Fridays at 
the nursery where they wash pots, sow seeds, pot up and do other 
general nursery tasks. Working together is fun, rewarding and 
fulfilling. If you have any spare time and would like to come along 
please contact Anita on the above details.

The value of volunteering:     • Make new friends    • Learn new 
skills    • Add value/enhance your environment    • Build community 
connections and community resilience

Members of the museum committee, June Styling, Elaine Morris,  
Beryl Bartacek (with her award) and Chris Britton

We are at 5 Crichton Rd, 
Emerald 

(below Nobelius Station)
(Melway Map Ref: 127G4) 
Open Sundays 1.30–4 pm;  
Wednesdays 10 am–3 pm;  

and by appointment.



Village Bell   December 2014 9

At the beginning of October, Ann Simcox 
travelled from England to Melbourne to visit 
her daughter. While in Melbourne she had a 
look at the Immigration Museum to further 
her research into her uncle, Harold Coulson, 
who had come to Victoria in 1914 to work as 
an orchardist. At that time, advertisements in 
the local English papers read: “... BECOME 
AN ORCHARDIST IN PROSPEROUS 
AUSTRALIA. Australia is the land of the 
fruit grower. Land is available on easy terms. 
Nearly all kinds of fruits and vines are grown...” 
It was such an advertisement that had lured 
Harold to go to the other side of the world. 
For a young man of 18 years, this prospect 
looked more promising than his current 
work in a brass foundry. There was also the 
expectation that his family would be able to 
join him once he was settled. 

Ann knew that Harold had worked in the 
Upper Beaconsfield area for an Evans family, 
but she was keen to find out further details. 
With the help of the Immigration Museum’s 
staff member, Ann found my website 
“Residents of Upper Beaconsfield”. This 
website currently features 500 former residents 
of Upper Beaconsfield and surrounding 
areas. The aim of the website is to provide 
background information on a range of people 
who once called Upper Beaconsfield home. 
Many of the old history books only give scant 
information about the people who lived here. 
They don’t always state which property they 
lived on, where they came from, and who they 
associated with.

Through newspaper articles found on the 
National Library’s site TROVE, as well as 
records found at the Public Records Office, 
we can piece together some of their lives. 

We are not sure when Harold started 
working for Rose Evans. She had bought 
the Lalla Rookh orchard in Dewhurst 
in February 1914, because her older son 
Jack wanted to be a farmer. A clue might 
be that at the end of November 1914, 
advertisements in many rural papers 
announced the arrival of the Indrapura, 
which Harold travelled on. “The steamer 
"Indrapura" has brought to Victoria a party 
of men and lads who are available for 
employment upon farms immediately.”

We know that Evan (Dick) Evans, Rose’s 
second son, became good friends with 

Harold (Harry) Coulson, 
and Harry was treated as a 
member of the family. So 
when Dick Evans decided 
to enlist for World War I, 
so did Harry Coulson. As 
Harry was not yet 21 years 
old, and too far from home 
to obtain written permission 
from his parents at short 
notice, he produced a letter 
from his mother, where she 
enquired why he hadn’t 
joined up yet. The AIF, 
desperate for replacement 
soldiers, accepted it. Harry 
and Dick were assigned to 
the same regiment, the 46th 
Battalion, and sailed together 
to France on the Ascanius 
leaving Melbourne on 11 May 1917. From 
Dick’s letters home we learn of his initial 
excitement at exploring a foreign place, and 
they make plans to visit Harry’s family in 
Hull. Dick’s letters are not complete, and it 
is only in November that he writes that he 
and Harry were split up, as they were put in 
separate drafts. Dick’s admission to hospital 
in Le Havre with influenza was a possible 
reason why they ended up in different 
battalions. In February 1918 the two 
friends finally met up again, as they were 
camped not far apart. They talked about 
old times, exchanged news and swapped 
letters. It was not until May that they saw 
each other again, but Dick remarked that 
Harry did not look well, and was taken off 
duties. This was probably the last time they 
met, as Harry was killed on 4 July 1918. 
In his letters home, Dick Evans expresses 
his sorrow at “Kola’s” (Harry’s) death, but 
he would have seen so many of his mates 
having died by now. It is only ten weeks 
later, on 18 September 1918, that Dick is 
fatally wounded as well. 

Back to Harold’s niece Ann. I received an 
email from her, asking me if I could give her 
any more details of Harold’s time in Upper 
Beaconsfield. She wondered if the farm, 
Lalla Rookh, where Harry worked, was still 
there. Unfortunately it has disappeared 
a long time ago, being a property that 
was flooded by the Cardinia Reservoir. 
Nevertheless Ann was interested in visiting.

On a sunny Thursday 
afternoon Sally Randall 
and I picked up Ann at 
the railway station, and 
took her to the Upper 
Beaconsfield War Memorial, 
where both Evan Evans and 
Harold Coulson’s names are 
inscribed.

We then drove to Elephant 
Rock, and climbed to the 
lookout to try and point 
out where Lalla Rookh 
used to be. We showed her 
Emerald, as many people of 
Dewhurst also associated 
closely with Emerald. Dick 
and Harry’s names will also 
be featured on the ANZAC 
Walk in Emerald, due to 

be opened in March 2015. Over lunch 
in Emerald Ann told us a bit more about 
Harold and his family.

Harold was born on 16 July 1896 in Hull, 
Yorkshire in Northern England. He was 
the eldest of four children born to George 
Coulson, a dockworker, and his wife Ada, 
who ran a fish and chip shop. Harold’s twin 
sisters, Annie and Eleanor were born in 
1902, but disaster struck when Annie was 
injured in an accident at school when she 
was 7 years old. An exploding hot water 
pipe flooded the class room, and 7 children 
and a teacher were scalded. Although 
Annie didn’t show any physical injuries she 
sustained a brain injury and needed care for 
the rest of her life. Another boy, Jack, was 
born to the family in 1910.

In the afternoon we drove to the Cardinia 
Reservoir Park and walked along the dam 
wall to catch another glimpse of the un-
flooded upper reaches of Lalla Rookh’s 
remnants. Though the kangaroos, which we 
wanted to show Ann, proved elusive. 

Ann attended the service at the Shrine of 
Remembrance and she gave me a poppy to 
lay on the Upper Beaconsfield Cenotaph on 
11 November. Ann will send a photograph 
of Harold when she returns home, so that 
I can add it to our collection. Indeed, I 
received many otherwise elusive photos of 
soldiers through contacts initiated through 
my website www.upperbeac.rocke.id.au.

History Snippet: Remembering Harold Coulson 
Marianne Rocke
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 FOUR
  OUT OF 
FIVE
BUSHFIRE DEATHS
 HAPPEN CLOSE 
TO HOME.

LEAVE AND LIVE.
visit emergency.vic.gov.au
call 1800 240 667
download the FireReady app

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

IT’S YOUR RESPONSIBILITY 
LEAVE EARLY
Check Fire Danger Ratings and warnings regularly.
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The Captain’s Log –UB Fire Brigade
Captain Barrie Gray

Here we are at the tail end of spring, Christmas fast approaching 
and happy anticipation building for the long, lazy days of summer 
holidays. Not forgetting the niggling sense of anxiety that grows as 
the days grow longer, and hotter, taking us into the coming bushfire 
season. 

Worrying about the “worst case” scenario is not helpful, but 
preparing for such a scenario is. Good preparation is the key 
to community resilience and if you haven’t already begun your 
preparations for this fire season then it is well time you started. 

This summer we are expecting above average temperatures which 
will result in more hot, dry, windy days than usual. Bush and grass 
will be very dry and fires will start more easily and burn faster and 
with more intensity.

Residents of Upper Beaconsfield have a high risk of fire, especially 
near bush, or grassland. You need to understand your personal fire 
risk this summer and know what to do.

• Talk to your family and friends about the fire risk for your 
property, and make plans for what you’ll do on a hot, dry, windy 
day. Leaving early is the safest option to protect yourself and 
your family.

• If the Fire Danger Rating is Code Red, Extreme or Severe, you’re 
risking your life if you wait and see what happens. Leaving early 
is the safest option to protect yourself and your family.

• It’s up to you to stay informed. Check the Fire Danger Rating for 
your area every day and act to protect yourself and your family by 
leaving early on hot, dry, windy days.

• Don’t wait and see. Leaving late is risky, it means that a drive that 
normally takes a few minutes could take hours and you may not 
be able to get out at all.

• Don’t rely on an official warning to leave. Bushfires can start 
quickly and threaten homes and lives within minutes.

• Stay informed of the current status of any fires that may 
potentially impact you at cfa.vic.gov.au. Or check the CFA 
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/cfavic) for the most recent 
updates and fire warnings.

• The fire restrictions have not yet been announced, however it is 
expected that they will start in mid-December.

The brigade and CFA rely on locals to do everything they can to be 
prepared for fire. If there is a fire then we’ll be out fighting that fire 
where it has most impact. We won’t be taking trucks to individual 
properties, knocking on doors or making personal calls to see if 
you are okay. It’s your responsibility to have a well-thought-out 
plan in place before the fire season and to talk it through with your 
household. 

We hope that you were among the people who came to our Brigade 
Open Day on 23 November, and took part in our Fire Ready 
Presentation, where we walked you through the basics and pointed 
you in the right direction for further advice and support. To find 
out more about planning for bushfire, go to cfa.vic.gov.au.

Until the next edition have a safe and happy summer. 

Upper Beac Men’s Shed
Matt McDonald (President)

Men’s Shed — Preparing to build
Attendances have held up over the late winter months, even with 
some members having time in the north, and others working 
through some challenging health issues.

The Men’s Shed acquired some excellent carpet from the Pakenham 
Racecourse as the course was being relocated. The carpet has 
now been installed and looks very smart. Members have assisted 
the crèche with a number of repair and installation tasks and the 
Community Centre with maintenance.

We have received a planning permit from the Council for the 
construction of a workshop area. An exciting time for the Men’s 
Shed, with many more opportunities opening as facilities improve. 
Plans for the extended shed are available from the Shed Committee.

Three members attended the AGM of the Victorian Men’s Shed 
Association at Brighton in October. As reported there are now more 
than 1100 sheds in Australia and the idea is taking on overseas, with 
250 sheds on the Australian model already formed in Ireland. While 
it is now the largest men’s oriented social organisation in Australia, 
it remains very much a flexible, grassroots organisation.

The members listened with interest to Tamara Stillwell, from the 
Eastern Region Mental Health Association, and to Mr Bill Munt, an 
expert in the dangers of fine wood dust, who were both guests at the 
Shed meetings. We are grateful for a donation from the CWA for 
services rendered.

Soon you will come to recognise us from our caps and T-shirts in 
the chosen colour of navy blue, complete with embroidered logo. 

The Men’s Shed has revised opening hours, and is now open on 
Tuesdays from 9 am–12 noon, and Wednesdays from 9 am–1 pm 
(meeting 10 am–12 noon).

The Shed AGM was held on Wednesday 27 November, marking our 
third anniversary. There will also be an end of year function at the 
Golf Club for members and partners.

For further information about the Men’s Shed, please contact  
Matt: 0407 845 135, or Noel:  0414 443 735.
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Upper Beaconsfield SMS Notification System
Ed Keon-Cohen – Upper Beaconsfield SMS Notification Coordinator

Ellisa Borne – Community Education Coordinator, CFA Southern Metro

The Upper Beaconsfield SMS Notification System is very different 
and does not in any way replace the Government’s Emergency Alert 
System. To receive any information from the Upper Beaconsfield 
Notification System you must first be a registered user. Currently 
there are over 1 000 residents subscribed. It 
is a volunteer community run notification/
education/information system. The Upper 
Beaconsfield System uses a commercial SMS 
service to send an SMS to all registered 
mobile phone numbers and ring all 
registered landline number and deliver a 
voice message. This is done automatically 
and simultaneously. Messages will appear on 
your mobile from “U.B.InfoMsg”

Who manages the system?

The Upper Beaconsfield Community 
Centre Inc. administers the system by 
managing the database of phone numbers 
and holding the money paid by residents on trust. Cardinia Council 
provides some funding to assist. The operation side of the system 
is co-ordinated by a number of local residents and volunteers who 
have the ability to send notifications should they be required. 
Some of these organisers are local CFA members, Fire Guard Co-
ordinators and other responsible local residents.

How do I know if my number is registered properly?

On Sunday 7 December at 6 pm a TEST message will be sent to 
all registered phones (landlines & mobiles). It will confirm with 
residents that your number has been recorded correctly. If you do 
not receive a message then your number is not recorded correctly 
and you should contact the Community Centre to have it corrected.

What information will be provided?

Information sent out will be advice in relation to Fire Danger 
Periods, ensuring residents are aware of upcoming Extreme and 
Code Red Days, notification of community meetings relating 
to fire and any other messages that relate directly to the Upper 
Beaconsfield Community. It is up to each resident to follow the 
progress of an incident and make their own decisions as to their 
course of action. It is NOT an early warning system.

Can I rely on this service for notification of a bushfire?

NO. You cannot rely on any one information source. The official 
Government “Emergency Alert” system will provide you with 
as much information as possible when there is a bushfire, but 
it is important to understand that bushfires can spread quickly 
threatening lives and property within minutes. If a fire starts nearby 
you may not receive any warning. 

The official Emergency Alert system will only send messages 
to mobile phones within the geographical area determined by 
the CFA. If your phone, or your billing address, are outside the 
nominated area at the time of an incident you will not be sent a 
message under the government system. 

CFA’s Leave Early Policy is very clear that you may not be given 
warning of a fire and will never be told when to evacuate. Residents 

should have a Fire Plan well before a threat. It should NOT be relied 
upon and you should NOT remain in the area in the expectation 
that you will receive a warning from this or any other information 
source.

What do I do in an emergency?

Call Triple Zero 000 to report an emergency. In the event of a fire 
monitor ABC radio 774 and official internet sites such as CFA or 

the Bushfire Information Line 1800 240 
667. Do not stay expecting to get a warning.

How do I change my information, opt in 
or out of the system?

Contact the Community Centre at 10-
12 Salisbury Road, Upper Beaconsfield, 
phone 5944 3484, if you want to join (cost 
per phone number is $5), to opt out, or to 
update your details.

Information on the Government 
“Emergency Alert” system is on the CFA 
website www.cfa.vic.gov.au 

UPPER BEACONSFIELD  
VILLAGE FESTIVAL is on again on 

SUNDAY, 15 FEBRUARY 2015
9 am–3 pm at the Upper Beaconsfield Community Complex

Come along and enjoy the sounds of our talented 
musicians, while browsing the stalls or just relaxing 
under a shady tree with a Latte or an ice cold drink. Our 
local community groups will cook up a storm once again. 
There will be plenty on offer, with a great selection of 
scrumptious food & drinks for everyone to choose from.

Kids can go wild with the $10 wristband giving them 
unlimited access to all rides and activities.

The ever popular Charity Tower Challenge Fun Run/Walk 
will start at 9 am.

Trophy Presentations & ‘Citizen of the Year’ awards will 
take place once again at 10.30 am, with the ringing of  
the bell, becoming an annual ritual at the festival

Applications & general information are available on the 
festival website: www.ubvillagefest.org.au      
Email inquiries to: ubvillagefest@gmail.com

Test message 
Sunday  

7 December  
at 6 pm
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To prepare yourself for good communications and access to 
information for the fire season, consider the following actions:

• Charge batteries, and have power packs or car-charger adapters 
available for backup power for your mobile, cordless phone and 
tablet

• Ensure you have a standard telstra issue plug-in landline 
which still may work even if power goes out

• Enter a list of emergency phone numbers in  
your phone 

• Install the CFA Fire Ready app on your 
mobile or tablet

• Have a Twitter account following CFA, SES 
and Police to receive warnings

• Tune your radio (with battery backup) to the 774 ABC 
Melbourne local radio for important updates and news alerts on 
high fire risk days

• Register for the Upper Beaconsfield SMS Notification System

• The Emergency+ smartphone app can be used to call Triple Zero 
(000) and gives GPS coordinates. 

• Have your family communications plan in place. 
On a large property consider having a set of 
independent two-way radios so family members 
can communicate between each other over longer 
distances should they need to become separated 
protecting various buildings.

In an emergency Telstra recommends that you contact 
emergency services by calling Triple Zero ‘000’ from 
a fixed phone. At any one time, network capacity, 
topography, climate and even the number of users in 
a particular location, can affect your ability to make 
a call in an emergency using a mobile. That’s why it’s 
best not to rely on your mobile as the only way to 
communicate. So, if circumstances require it, consider 
carrying a specialised emergency communication 
device such as an HF, VHF or UHF radio, or a 
satellite phone. It’s important to remember that the 
number to call in an emergency situation depends on whether your 
mobile uses the GSM or Next G™ network. 

If you have a GSM / Next G™ mobile
To get help from police, fire or ambulance services in Australia, dial 
‘000’ or ‘112’. Contact can even be made if your mobile has been 
blocked or your security settings have been activated. You can still 
attempt a normal ‘000’ emergency call from a GSM or Next G™ 
mobile but if you do not have reception with your own carrier, you 
can dial ‘112’ and your call will be carried by any available GSM 
network if it is available. 

SMS in emergencies
Sending an SMS text message in an emergency situation is not 
advised, as delivery cannot be guaranteed. For instance, the person 

you are trying to contact may not have their phone switched on or 
their battery may be flat, or they may be distracted. Apart from this, 
emergency services don’t always have a number where SMS text 
messages can be sent.

“Do you have a bushfire proof phone?” 
A edited selection of thought provoking posts 
on Whirlpool, many from those people directly 
affected by Black Saturday fires.

1. The smoke was so intense visibility was a couple 
of metres. The land line was down and mobile 

coverage was out. Radio warnings were sparse and 
broadcast information on the area’s situation was none 

existent. 

2. Landlines can still be prone to bushfire damage. It is common in 
the bush for lines to be aerial in places. Any fire between you and 
the exchange means the lines maybe at risk. Many areas are serviced 
by more than one mobile tower meaning fires in two separate areas 
would need to occur for a total outage (congestion excepted).

3. If the plugged in phone is cordless, and the power is cut it can’t be 
used. I have a corded landline phone kept in the drawer, as a backup.

4. Re Kinglake bushfires 2009 — Because of loss of 
power to the area, many small exchanges and mobile 
telephone sites also lost power, but were kept going 
by portable generators. They had constant need to be 
fuelled — maybe not always be possible. 

5. The huge ash cloud from a bushfire can severely 
weaken or totally block satellite communications 
including calls from satellite phones, in the same way 
that heavy vegetation also weakens the signal.

6. You should NEVER put yourself in a situation 
where you have to call for help ... the fire services may 
not be in a position to come and help you.

7. The phone lines and mobile networks may fail 
under the pressure of every man and his dog making 
and receiving phone calls in order to check on 
loved ones ... This is one of the major reasons why 
emergency services do not use SMS paging as their 
sole method of communicating to their members; 

instead they use dedicated paging networks where the amount of 
traffic can be controlled. 

8. There is a significant delay in the reporting and updating website 
information. Even a highly automated system like the Bureau of 
Meteorology radar works on 10 minute cycles. A lot can happen in 
10 minutes.

9. Don’t rely on solely on technology – be physically aware of your 
surroundings. As you saw with Black Saturday communications 
can fail through human and mechanical error. They failed at the 
emergency service level which is why some warnings were late 
or were never sounded. Attempting to implement all the Royal 
Commission recommendations doesn’t guarantee that all possible 
faults were found or will be fully rectified. 

Communications during the bushfire season
Helen Smith
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The Village Bell thanks you
We hope everyone has enjoyed reading the Bell throughout 2014. 
Our aim is to strengthen Upper Beaconsfield’s sense of community 
by keeping residents informed of current and past news and events. 

This is the time of year to thank all those in the community who 
make our community paper possible. Residents provide support 
in a multitude of ways including contributing ideas, photos and 
articles and paying their subscriptions. The Bell team includes 
editors, graphic designers, the printing and collating volunteers, 
distribution and mail out organisers, subscriptions manager, 
treasurer, an advertising coordinator and a web master who updates 
the Upper Beaconsfield Association web site. Some people have 
been supporters since the Village Bell’s inception over 30 years ago 
— an amazing record. 

Many thanks go to the advertisers who support and service our local 
area and enable us to publish. 

Best wishes to all for the coming festive and holiday season and 
keep safe!

Subscribers 2014–thank you: Berglund-Dack Family; Noel Buck; 
Rob & Rosanna Hilton; Carina & Freddy Huisman; Russell & Julie 
Mason; Hans & Ellen Nowak.

Village Bell award
The Village Bell was thrilled be a finalist in the Community 
Newspaper Association of Victoria’s annual awards held at the 
2014 annual conference in October. Marianne Rocke’s article on 
the soldier settlers in Upper Beaconsfield was a finalist in the best 
local history award. Marianne is to be commended for her work 
in gathering, recording and publishing interesting history stories 
relating to residents of Upper Beaconsfield.* There were many 
excellent entries in the wide variety of categories covered in the 
awards.

The Village Bell is a member of the Community Newspapers 
Association of Victoria. CNAV has over 70 members from all over 
the state. All members, like the Village Bell, are community-owned 
papers, not commercial papers. It is inspirational and gratifying to 
see the high quality being achieved by community-owned papers 
and how they support and strengthen their local communities.

*See web site “Residents of Upper Beaconsfield” at  
www.upperbeac.rocke.id.au

Recycle your household batteries
According to Planet Ark each year more than 300 million 
household batteries are thrown away with ordinary waste. They 
estimate a staggering 8 000 tonnes of batteries (and their toxic 
chemicals) end up in our landfill, which is potentially harmful to 
wildlife and our environment.

In association with Planet Ark ALDI is the first supermarket in 
Australia to offer a free recycling service for household batteries in 
every store. You can do your part by dropping your used AA, AAA, 
C, D or 9V batteries (rechargeable and non-rechargeable) into the 
dedicated recycling bin located at the front of an ALDI store. It’s 
easy and it’s free!

For automotive, button and other battery sizes, please visit 
RecyclingNearYou.com.au to find your nearest drop-off point.

Dob in a Dumper 
It was disappointing to see dumped garden waste at a local flora 
reserve recently. These areas are set aside to protect and conserve the 
small areas of relatively undisturbed natural bushland. Dumping 
garden waste will spread weed infestations. There’s no excuse for 
dumping garden waste. The council green garden waste bins are 
large and if you cut the pieces up, you can fit quite a lot in the bin. 

Illegal rubbish dumping is a criminal offence which costs the 
community. Photographic evidence is vital to track down and 
catch offenders. Significant financial penalties apply to convicted 
offenders. Take a photo if possible and report any suspicious 
behaviour, noting vehicle registrations to Cardinia Council  
on 1300 787 624.

Aggressive dogs
It is enjoyable to walk around Upper Beaconsfield and enjoy the 
views and gardens. However the enjoyment palls when encountering 
aggressive dogs. In some areas dogs rush the fences, barking madly 
that then start up the neighbour’s dogs. Recently I was bitten on 
the back of the leg as I walked past by one dog that had rushed out 
through an open gate. This left a bruise the size of an orange. A 
week later, another dog rushed out another open gate and bared 
its teeth and growled. This time I faced the dog and sternly told it 
to go home. Both dogs were working dog breeds. If owners know 
their dogs can be aggressive, gates should be kept closed at all times. 
Aggressive dogs are often anxious. They need more socialising and 
on lead training, not left on their own for hours and days on end. 

Ivy
Is one of these growing in your garden or on your nature strip? 
Never let ivy climb 
trees. Eventually the 
tree will weaken and 
possibly fall down. 
Sever the ivy at 
ground level; even if 
you cannot get the 
ivy down, it is better 
than letting the ivy 
overwhelm the tree. 
Better still and easiest 
of all — periodically 
check your property 
and nature strip and 
chop out seedlings 
when small. The 
same applies to 
pittosporums 
which are spreading 
everywhere and 
choking out the local 
bushland. 

About Town
Helen Smith
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Upper Beac Scout Group
Shirvaun McGrath (Scout)    For enquiries please contact Group Leader Warren Makings 0437 023 086

Shop 1, 124 Old Princes Highway, 
Beaconsfield 3807 (Cnr Beaconsfield Ave) 
Ph. 03 9707 5368 F. 03 9769 3966
Email: salesandservice@beaciegardentools.com.au

9707 5368

Proudly selling: Service and repair of power garden tools
Hours:      Mon–Fri 7am–5 pm     Sat 7 am–12 noon

Cubs
The Cubs have had a swell time at Cuboree 
2014. It was the 8th Cuboree in Victoria. 
It was called GR8 Expeditions and had 
3 000+ cubs, 200+ Venturers and 1 200+ 
adults. It was a 5 day camp containing 6 
main activities and 2 spare time activities. 
The main 6 were Never Never Land, Far Far 
Away, Time Lords, To Scouts and Beyond, 
Robin da Hood and GR8 Australia. The 
spare time activities were Cherry Lane 
(same as previous years) and GR8 senses. 
They had night activities which were 
Campfire Night, Disco and they also had 
the opening and closing ceremony.

In the program they have also been having 
some much earned fun. Older cubs have 
been on a leadership course. The cubs have 
all enjoyed the company of the Venturers 
with a Venturer and Cub combined night, 
tested their folding skills with paper plane 
making night and had a camp to prepare for 
the 3 day Cuboree.

Scouts
The scouts have been mixing things up with 
a bit more variety. They have been to Jump 
and have had a bunch of patrol rotations 
across numerous weeks. The rotations 
consisted of Patrol activity, Patrol Camp, 
Work-on-a-badge-night (each patrol would 
choose a badge to work on), painting of 
doors, cooking and orienteering. They had 
a troop camp that was full of activities like 
archery and Challenge Valley. To finish the 
term with a blast of fun and excitement, 
they had a games night. 

On 11 November 7 scouts were awarded 
their Australian Scout Medallion, the 
highest award in scouts. It was a tremendous 
occasion with many people attending, 
including Brad Battin MP, Jason Wood 
MP and Cr Brett Owen. Congratulations 
to Jack Lafferty, Brooke Sewell, Shirvaun 
McGrath, Hayley Inkster, Tara Wood, 
Adam Humme and Bailey Brock. (See 
photo on page 2).

Venturers
The Venturers had a range of different 
activities this term. Some of these awesome 
activities included a journey to Jump, Skills 
Hike, Trivia Night, Progressive dinner, 
Catapults, Night with the Cubs and rock 
climbing. They also got prepped up and 
went to Armstrong, which is a hike-like 
activity camp.

Rovers
The rovers have had a successful term 
with 3 new members and helped out as 
the only Rover Crew providing stunts for 
the Armstrong. The theme for Armstrong 
was Back to the Future and they ran 5 
stunts. They have also helped to set up 
the Cuboree. They got together with the 
Lord Casey Rover Crew for a joint night. 
They were super helpful when moving the 
furniture for the Venturer leaders. They 
also had a card night and attended MARB 
which is a fancy dress ball and the theme 
was “Children of the Revolution”.
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Community Centre
Sally Randall

The staff and Committee at the Community Centre would like to 
thank all our members and residents for their support during 2014. 
We work hard to offer you the best service that we can, whether you 
participate in accredited classes, computer training, exercise classes, 
our Early Learning Centre, Men’s Shed or other groups. Please look 
out for our new program for Term 1 2015 which will be available 
in January. If you would like to see a particular course or group 
which we haven’t previously offered, we are currently planning our 
program for 2015, so now is the time to talk to us about new ideas! 
Please drop into the office at any time, between 8.30 am and 4.30 
pm and talk to one of our staff members.

We wish everyone a very happy Christmas and New Year, and a safe 
return after the holiday period.

UBCC Early Learning Centre
Natasha Jones

Term 4 has been very busy at the Early Learning Centre (ELC) with 
the children completing lots of craft and activities based on the 
spring racing carnival, and getting reading for summer with lots of 
beach-themed songs and stories. Also the children have been busy 
putting together their vegetable garden and learning how to care for 
their vegetables and their compost heap. 

We owe a special thank you to several local community groups, 
people and businesses. First, a thank you to the Upper Beaconsfield 
CWA for a donation of cushions. Also, Mark and Gail Kelly at the 
Upper Beaconsfield General Store have generously donated topsoil 
for the ELC vegetable garden, which will be greatly appreciated 
by the children as they dig. A special thank you to all the members 
of the Upper Beaconsfield Men’s Shed for all that they have done 
through the year, undertaking maintenance jobs and helping out in 
many ways. A big thank you to the resident who donated a washing 
machine, which will be well used and greatly appreciated, and to 
the Upper Beaconsfield Association which then very generously 
donated a dryer to go with the washing machine, which will 
considerably reduce the workload involved in having the daily 
laundry washed and dried off site. To all others who have made a 
donation or lent a hand during the year, thank you. The generosity 
of these people makes it possible for the Community Centre 
to continue to offer services to the community, and we are very 
grateful for all donations and assistance received.

The staff always have mixed feelings at this time of year as we 
prepare to wave off some of our children to kindergarten and 
school. It is sad to say goodbye to the children, as we have known 
them since they were babies, but so exciting to see them growing up 
and moving on. 

We are looking forward to welcoming a new batch of children into 
the Early Learning Centre family 
for 2015, and remind you that 
enrolments for 2015 can be made any 
time by visiting our Early Learning 
Centre or contacting our office.

For more information please come into the ELC for a visit or 
telephone us on 5944 3484 between the hours of 7.30 am–6.30 pm.

ELC Christmas Party
All Upper Beacy kids are invited to the annual Early Learning 
Centre (ELC) Christmas party. Come to the Upper Beaconsfield 
Community Centre Hall on Thursday 4 December between the 
hours of 9.30–11.30 am for a morning of Christmas entertainment 
with face painting, balloons and a disco for all pre-school-age 
children to enjoy. Santa will also be making a surprise visit and 
parents will have the opportunity to purchase photos, with a 
percentage of the money raised going to the 
ELC, so please come along and help us to 
celebrate this special time with the children. We 
ask that families bring along a plate of food to 
help us celebrate, keeping in mind children with 
allergies, so no nuts or nut products please. We 
will also have a stall set up where parents can purchase soy candles 
for gifts for Christmas as our ELC fundraiser!

Don’t forget, our last day for the year is the 18 December. We will 
re-open for care on 22 January 2015. 

Join now for 2015
With only two weeks to go before the library closes for 2014, 
there is still time to join for 2015 and be one of the first to borrow 
new toys available early next year. Our last open day for this 
year will be Saturday 13 December; and we re-open in 2015 on 
Saturday 31 January.

We welcome you to come and join us during opening hours (see 
above) to browse through our amazing range of toys available. On 
some days a toy station is set up with our latest toys on show or we 
have a play theme area with activities and/or equipment available 
to try. Each session has in attendance a friendly committee member 
available to answer any queries you may have.

Unable to get to the library before then? Why not join online at 
http://ubtl.mibase.com.au

Interested in becoming a member of the toy 
library committee?
Just let us know when completing the online membership 
application or while at toy library. There is always room for one 
more to help keep the library exciting and vibrant; there are a lot of 
fun times to be had where parents, children and toys are involved. 

A little bit of toy 
library history and 
information: 

The Upper 
Beaconsfield Toy 

Toy Library
Marie Rogers

 

“It takes a village to raise a child”
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Upper Beaconsfield Kindergarten
Therese Collings, Director 

What an energetic, enthusiastic and exciting year we have had!

We have had the privilege of getting to know the wonderful 
children in each of the kindergarten groups this year. These 
children have constantly amazed us with their maturity, creativity, 
imagination, spirit, courage, independence, humour, resilience, 
intelligence, kindness and exuberance. 

They have provided us with moments of challenge, laughter, sadness 
and friendship, and we will miss them as they embark on the next 
leg of their educational journey, however we feel confident that 
they are ready to move on to this next stage, and are so proud of 
everything that they have achieved.

We have been lucky to enjoy so many different events, activities and 
learning experiences this year including ‘Commotion in the Ocean’ 
Day, Visits from Splash’s Swim School, Snack Art, Veggie Patch 
Kids, Tess Porz, ThingleToodle, Museum Victoria, Mr Mizzi and 
Living Eggs; Special Ladies’ Night, Science Night, Family Week, 
Casey Safety Village, the Responsible Pet Program, Teddy Bears 
Picnics, Footy day, Puffing Billy, Visits to BUPS and the wonderful 

journey that the children have taken us on each day as they discover 
the world around them and develop the skills that they will 
hopefully use throughout their lives.

We have been surrounded by the most amazing family community 
for which any professional could hope. All families have contributed 
in so many ways to the success of the program, laughed with us, 
cried with us and offered words of encouragement and kindness 
when they were needed, so we thank them from the bottom of our 
hearts.

We continue to have the undying support of our incredible 
Committee of Management. Led by the vivacious and incredibly 
efficient D’Arne, this committee has achieved so much this year, 
and should rightly be given a huge pat on the back! We continue to 
enjoy a wonderful relationship with BUPS, which has assisted in the 
transition to school for so many of our students. 

It has been a pleasure to work with lovely Petrina, who does such an 
amazing job in her role as cleaner, and Scott our gardener (who goes 
above and beyond what he is meant to do), to additional assistant 

Kim Paterson, we have a fabulous team.

We been lucky to work within such a connected team with our 
excellent Pre-kinder teacher Briony and her co-worker Alison. Of 
course, this report cannot end without me thanking my spectacular 
co-workers Nat, Robyn, Jackie and Lisa. These wonderful ladies 
are continuing sources of support, understanding, wisdom, lots of 
laughter, and inspiration, and I am lucky to spend time with them 
each day.

We wish the children all the very best for their year in 2015, and 
hope that they begin the next stage of their education in a curious, 
confident, and positive way! 

Library has been servicing the Upper Beaconsfield and surrounding 
areas of Cardinia for over 30 years, providing parents, grandparents, 
carers, community groups and organisations who work with young 
children affordable member access to an array of age-appropriate, 
quality, safe toys, puzzles, games, sporting equipment and costumes 
to encourage and assist children during early learning and 
development through sharing, imagination and play.

Conveniently located in the community room at the Upper 
Beaconsfield Community Centre, members have the opportunity 
to borrow for up to two weeks, with the option to then extend 
or exchange. The library is open twice a week (see below) with an 
annual calendar membership (Feb to Dec) fee of only $30 plus $10 

annual Community Centre membership 
(if not already a member). Membership 
terms and conditions available online.

The library is self-funded through 
fundraising, community and volunteer 
grants, membership fees and donations 
and is managed by a voluntary 
committee of interested members 
with duty assistance from its general 
members. 

Our toy selection caters 
for children from birth to 
approximately six years with 
some beyond this age group. Toy 
categories (just to name a few) 
include: baby & toddler toys, 
activity sets, imaginary/role play 
toys, including costumes and 
puppets, games & puzzles, DVDs, musical instruments, educational 
and electronic items, construction toys, prams, trucks, ride-on 
vehicles, outdoor and sporting equipment, including our most 
popular item, a jumping castle.

More information, including events, newsletters, current toys for 
loan and membership details are available on our website. We’re also 
on Facebook. Come and join in on all the fun while your children 
have a ‘toyriffic’ time! 

Happy Christmas from UBTL

Toy Library is located at the Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre 
Open Tuesdays 4–5 pm and Saturdays between 9.30–10.30 am 
during school term. Phone the Community Centre on 5944 3484 
for more information or drop us a line at  
upperbeac.toylibrary @ yahoo.com.au Website: ubtl.mibase.com.au
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Primary School (BUPS)
Nick Karanzoulis, Principal

We are witnessing now first-hand the growth and development 
made by our students after three terms of learning skills at their 
own rate and in their own ways, once sound foundations have 
been established. The learning environment should encourage 
personalised learning, engagement of each student, and be relevant 
to real life. BUPS teachers have extensive training in how to provide 
excellent guidance and opportunities to each student.

Excellence in writing
Congratulations to our grade 6 student Shelby 
Clausen on being awarded a Certificate of 
Excellence in Writing in the “Write 4 fun.net” 
writing competition, placing her in the top 4% of 
all entries. Shelby received the award for her short 
story “Hade’s Helmet”. The story will be published 
along with other children’s poetry and short stories in the book 
“The Text Generation” which will be available across Australia in 
the new year.

2015 Preps Transition Program
Our 2015 Preps Transition program has been a comprehensive 
one. In early December the children will be told who their grade 
6 Buddy will be. The kinder children have been given a number of 
opportunities to familiarise themselves with our school, routines, 
teachers and specialist staff, and it appears children are looking 
forward to starting school at BUPS. In our technological world, 
having good values and the ability to establish healthy relationships 
we imagine will be just as important in 2027, when these students  
will be in year 12, as they are today. 

Gavin McGill retires as school council president
Following 12 years as the President of the Beaconsfield Upper 
Primary School Council, Gavin McGill will be resigning from the 
post. Gavin’s children, Fraser, Delaney and Teague have all attended 
BUPS, with Teague graduating from grade 6 at the end of this year. 
With Gavin’s experience in education and commercial retailing, he 
has been a true leader, and was instrumental in our school securing 
the Building the Education Revolution funds, to build the BUPS 
multipurpose stadium used for sport, performance, and functions. 
Introducing personalised teaching and learning, ahead of many 
other schools, has been one of his key education initiatives. Without 
a doubt, the students at BUPS are very engaged with their learning 
and can clearly articulate their learning intentions. During his 
time as president, BUPS has received over $6 000 000 in grants to 
build permanent buildings, which have become the best resources 
money could buy; the car park has been asphalted, the oval surface 
is magnificent, and the vision and direction of the school is very 
clear. On behalf of all the children, staff and parents of the BUPS 
community, I would like to congratulate and thank Gavin for his 
outstanding contribution that he has made to our school.

School captains – student leadership 
This year we have working together with a neighbouring school, 
Berwick Lodge, to develop a model that will skill our school 
captains to be the best possible. Our exchange program has enabled 
our captains Phoebe and Dougal to visit the environment of our 

partner school, and 
find out how they 
operate as leaders at 
their school. Ideas 
have been shared 
and best practices 
have been borrowed. 
Captains from the 
local primary schools 
now also gather in 
one central place to 
learn how to be a 
great leader. Providing 
our students with 
the structure, mentors, skills, support and guidelines will provide 
reassurance that our world will continue to be a beautiful place 
through the nurturing of our student leaders.

In preparation for applying for the various student leadership roles 
for 2015, we invited Brad Battin MLA for Gembrook, to facilitate 
three workshops on the topic of being the best student leaders you 
can be. Brad was outstanding in making the workshop realistic and 
relevant to the children in grade 5.

HPV Maryborough
For the 23rd year in a row, children, parents and teachers from 
BUPS will travel to Maryborough for the annual RACV energy 
Challenge. The Challenge is more than riding in the Human Power 
Vehicle, including researching the sustainability of alternative 

sources of energy to make power for our planet. Our school is 
one of twenty four schools in Victoria to be accredited as a 5 
Star Sustainable School. Our children learn about solar energy, 
minimising waste in our environment, increasing the biodiversity of 
our school environment and taking care of one of the most precious 
resources on earth, water!

The HPV teams have been training for months in their carts on 
Sunday afternoons as well as riding their bicycles around our oval to 
build their leg strength, endurance and team work. With a top three 
in the State finish last year, the children are preparing to do even 
better in 2014.

Upper Beacy Cup
We have many wonderful traditions at BUPS that make our school 
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rather special, 
including the 
recent events of 
the Remembrance 
Day Service and the 
Upper Beacy Cup. 
Each year, members 
of our Junior School 
Council host the 
Remembrance 
Day Service by the 
traditional flagpole 
and pine tree. As 
part of their Civics and Citizenship curriculum students investigate 
the significance of World War 1 and its devastating impact on 
our world. The bravery, determination and commitment by all 
Australian forces through history have helped to shape the free 
and democratic world of which we are a part, and have enabled 
Australian cities to be named the most liveable cities in the world.

Our Upper Beacy Cup is run on the oval, and it involves our Preps 
and their grade 6 Buddies. Children completed an obstacle course 
involving sporting equipment whilst being encouraged by their 
Buddy and the other children. Being a Cup day, children got dressed 
up in their finest attire, with the grade 3s and 4s setting up their 
own tents, partaking in healthy lunches with fresh fruit.

Hooptime 
Once again, a BUPS basketball team have played in the Hooptime 
State Final this year. Our Grade 3 /4 Future Stars team consisting of 
Charlotte, Nick, Georgia, Josh, Gus, Elise, Lochie and Hayden, will 
continue the BUPS tradition when they are matched against the 30 
State finalists, from a pool of over 650 school teams. The previous 
best finish has been as the 4th in the State. 

Hockey 7s
Following their 
successful year last 
year in winning the 
State Hockey 7s 
title, our girls team 
almost did it again 
this year, losing the 
Grand Final 0-1. An 
amazing achievement 
by the girls: Tish, 
Stacey, Alice, Fiona, Jess, Sienna, Lauren, Josie and Phoebe. Parent 
Julie Lawton coached the team for the second year in a row.

Season’s greetings
On behalf of the staff at Beaconsfield Upper Primary School, I 
would like to wish all members of the BUPS community a very safe, 
happy and enjoyable Christmas. 

A serve from the Tennis Club
Jonathan Collins • facebook.com/upperbeaconsfieldtennisclub • www.tennis.com.au/upperbeaconsfield

It is great to see a high level of participation from all at the tennis 
club in this peak period of play. Currently the senior, junior, 
midweek ladies and night tennis competitions are well into 
their seasons as well as the club championships which are nearly 
completed for the year. 

Christmas Party
It’s that time of year again which means the UBTC Christmas 
party is coming up. This year it is being held on 6 December. The 
Christmas party includes the club championship finals as well as a 
visit from Santa. It would be great to see lots of people there having 
great time and enjoying some high level of tennis from the club 
championship finals.

Juniors
Juniors has recently completed round 3 of competition. There are 9 
teams entered in the BDTA competition spanning from section 1 to 
19. The season has started well with all teams competing well with 
good levels of participation. Hopefully we see some teams make 
finals and bring home a win. 

Also, in terms of juniors, the club championships took place on 
19 October. It was great to see the future champions of our club 
battling it out in a friendly, yet competitive environment. The finals 
have been decided and are as follows:

Boys Open Nathan vs. Stephen  Girls Open Kyla vs. Sam
B Grade Jessie vs. Justin C Grade Jordan vs. Caitlyn

Well done to all those who competed and good luck to those in finals.

Seniors
Seniors has been going along steadily with play currently up to 
round 3. There are currently 6 teams playing in the Waverley 
competition with many of these teams currently placed in the top 4. 

The senior singles club championships were held on 26 October. 
The level of participation and play was high for both events. Well 
done to all those who played! The finals have been decided:

Men’s Open Sam vs. Nathan 
Ladies Open Elke vs. Leanne  
Men’s Doubles  Sam & Kieron   vs.   Jonathan & Matt 
Women’s Doubles  Sarah & Kyla   vs.   Tess & Caitlen

Midweek Ladies
Midweek ladies competition is nearing the end of their season with 
finals play currently being held. We had 3 teams in total competing in 
mid-week ladies being one section 2 team and three section 3 teams. 

Well done to the 3 teams that competed and good luck to those 
competing in finals!

Night Tennis
Night competition is available for the social and competitive 
tennis players. From beginner to advanced on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday nights to suit your personal level of skill.

Working Bee
The next working bee is being held on 30 November. It would be 
great to see as many people come along as possible!
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Cardinia Beaconhills Golf Links
Fiza Errington, Club Manager 

Phoenix Day
Our annual Phoenix Day, held on Saturday 
4 October, was a resounding success. Huge 
thanks go to our members, sponsors and 
auction donators for contributing to the 
success of our annual fundraising day. The 
funds raised are necessary to the club’s 
operating expenses and we thank you for 
your support. 

The club continues with ongoing works on 
the clubhouse and course. We are pleased to 
say that the majority of the major projects are 
now underway and we thank our members 
for their patience and co-operation. Some of 
the major works ongoing:

• Conversion of couch grass on the 4th and 5th Lakes holes
• New blinds in the clubhouse and new paint on the walls
• Refurbishment of existing drainage in preparation for next winter
• New tee signages on the Hills and Lakes course 
• Cart shed due to complete end of January 2015 

The Women’s Club Championship was held in October and 
the new club champion is Fiza Errington (236 total), Grade B 
Champion is Jean Wheatley, Grade C Champion is Sharon Lowden 
and Veteran and Overall Nett Champion is Marilyn Ford. Well 
done to all winners. 

The Founders Trophy was held in September and the winner is Joe 
Marsiglio and runner up is Shane Wheat. The Nightingale Cup 
was held in October and the winner is Jeff Hall, narrowly beating 
Warren Sutton for the win. The Women’s Winter Cup winners are 
Judy Butler and Mary Griffin, both fought hard to win on the 20th 
hole, defeating Tracey Brown and Ros Harding. 

Janet Saunders was on a roll when she won the MPDWG B Grade 
District Championship Gross, club’s Spring Classic and represented 
the club to win the Portsea Bowl all in a 2 weeks period. 

Congratulations also go to the Beaconhills team for defending the 
HillSea Shield, defeating Portsea by 44 points. 

We had a few hole in ones over the past few months, perhaps a sign 
that the course is in great shape. Gary Jollands had his on the 6th 
hole on 9th August. Brian Czempinski on the 15th hole on 14th 
September and the biggest cheer went to Jenny Chandler, who had 
her hole in one on our Phoenix Day on the 6th hole. 

In other news, we thank David Williams for his past 5 years as our 
teaching professional. David has taken on a new role at Rossdale 
Golf Club. 

Foot Golf
Foot Golf is coming to Cardinia Beaconhills Golf Links! This new 
sport is a combination of soccer (football) and golf and is played on 
a golf course. The aim of the game is to kick the soccer ball into an 
enlarged target hole and the person with the fewest kicks wins the 
game. It is a fun new sport for the whole family. 

Foot Golf is aimed for anyone wanting to have a bit of fun and 
enjoy the scenic nature of a golf course. The game fee is only $10 per 
person and you can also hire a soccer ball from us for only $5. 

There is a special introductory offer of $30 for a family of 4 so why 
not come up to the golf club and join us for your next family outing. 

See you around the traps. 

For any enquiries, call 5945 9210 or visit our website www.
beaconhillsgolf.com.au

Visit our Facebook page on www.facebook.com/beaconhillsgolfNightingale 2014 –Warren Sutton and Jeff Hall

2014 Club Champs
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Saint John’s on the hill
Nestled in a bowl in the Neerim 
East hills, bordered by a young 
Latrobe River and bisected by 
a pebbly creek, is Forest Edge 
Camp. Several parishioners and 
families spent a weekend there in 
October, and enjoyed the chance 
to get to know one another better in such peaceful and beautiful 
surroundings.

Our modest congregation is blessed with a startling percentage of 
gifted musicians – singer/songwriters, guitarists, pianists and some 
instrumentalists, so there are usually 2-3 people available to help 
us make a joyful noise! We had a roaring campfire on the Saturday 
evening, at which we demolished a frightening quantity of marsh-
mallows!

One of the outcomes of this Camp was the setting up of a Friday 

evening informal house church or home group. Here, over a Bring 
and Share meal (these are fun as you never know what is going to 
turn up!) we can chat; bring forward issues of concern or of joy for 
discussion and prayer; read and reflect on a passage from the Bible.

As the school year draws to a close and summer holidays and 
Christmas come closer, Saint John’s will continue to meet every 
Sunday at 9.30 am over this period.

There will also be a Christmas Eve service at 10 pm and a special 
Celebration on Christmas Day at 9.30 am. Why not come and bring 
the family. You will be most welcome.

Also to be mentioned is that on Sunday 14 December at 3.30 pm, 
there will be a pleasant Sunday afternoon at Saint John’s with the 
Just Harmony Choir under the direction of Marion Stevens and the 
Pure Melodic Children’s choir, under the direction of Helen Ryan, 
both choirs are from Berwick. Our bishop, Bishop Paul White, will 
be with us on Sunday 21 December, the 4th Sunday of Advent, an 
event to which we are all looking forward. 

Upper Beaconsfield Cricket Club
Rob Hansen

30 year celebrations
We have a big event planned for 
the weekend of 31 January 2015. 
It will be our 30th year since 
starting the Maroons in 1984/85. 
We are also playing the old rivals 
– Merinda Park that round. We 
beat them in the first premiership. 
We beat them in round one that 
season. Let’s do it all again! Jot 
the date down. 31 January. It 
will be big and we need your 
participation. See you then! 

Mentors galore as 
seniors host juniors
More than 60 juniors and seniors 
trained together, laughed together 
and ate together when the club’s 
first whole club training night 
occurred recently. Dads coached 
lads while later everyone gathered 
to have a club photo taken, then 
a grand lasagne/salad dish was 
served by Bob and Vicky Carlyle. 
The club intends to organise at least four of these nights this season 
so watch out for dates on the calendar.

Player sponsorship
A spin off from the Whole Club Night was the Buddy Draw. Matt 
Curtain organized the draw. All senior players will take an interest 
in and support their junior Buddies, hopefully attending training 
and occasionally watching their progress. All players had photos 
taken and the club is organising a player sponsorship scheme. Each 
player sponsored will receive their photo which will be displayed 

in the clubrooms. Sponsorship money will go to the finances of the 
club to assist with the costs associated with fully completing the 
new nets. The club would like to extend power to the nets as well as 
erect a fence to prevent balls flying on to the oval.

Welcome to Bendigo Bank
A new sponsor of the Maroons is the Bendigo Bank Beaconsfield. 
In a brief ceremony Bank Manager Andrew Gardner presented a 
cheque for $1 000 to President Scott Pitcher. Scott thanked the 
Bendigo Bank for its on-going support of community organisations 
stressing the importance of such assistance.

Back row: Brian Ford, Glen Rutherford, Grant Andrewartha, Richard Edwards, Ken Murphy, Phil Worrell, Rob 
Chilver. Front row: John McConchie, Laurie Butcher, Rob Hansen (Capt.), Roger Scott, Michael Bragge.
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Upper Beac Riding Club
Sarie Miles

Within the district of Upper Beaconsfield, a group of like minded 
horse enthusiasts get together on the first Sunday of every month at 
the Burton Road Recreational Grounds.

We hold a rally where we have one lesson each (or two for the very 
keen and very fit!) in a group of four riders with very talented and 
knowledgeable instructors. Our lessons vary from purely dressage 
and flatwork to poles to show jumping and even cross country 
jumping over our small but varied cross country course. Our riders 
range from those who have been riding for (what seems like) 100 
years to those who have recently taken up the sport.

After our lessons we get together for a very social lunch while our 
horses stand in 
yards having their 
lunches. 

We often get 
together for 
social trail rides 
and some of us 
travel together to 

competitions, helping each other to get into our classes on time! 

Our club holds extra twilight rallies during the warmer months for 
those who have the time and energy to ride in the evenings on week 
days. This is also a way for our families to be included as we have a 
BBQ at the end of the lessons.

This August three of our 
members travelled to 
Normandy, France to watch 
the World Equestrian Games. 
It was wonderful to see world 
class dressage, showjumping, 
endurance and even driving 
(pictured left), which was 
won by an Australian.

We welcome new members 
and would love to have 
anyone interested in joining drop in to the Burton Recreation 
Reserve on the first Sunday of the month to meet us, see what we 
do first hand and have all questions answered. We hope to see you 
soon! You can contact Andrea on andream@tardisenterprises.com.au 
or Kerry on vet@ciderhouse.com.au

Upper Beac Pony Club
Sharon McDonald

At the September rally we had our annual visit from Dr Mark 
Burnell, the horse dentist who tends to our horses’ teeth and then 
very kindly agreed to sponsor our Ice King event at the up-coming 
December Show. He gave our members an informative talk about 
dressing wounds, bandaging and worming.

October was our games rally coached by one of our past families, 
Jon, Dianne and Tori Ling. I think all members would agree that 
this was a fun day where no experience was necessary to be in the 
house competition in the afternoon. It’s always fun to see the entire 
club members in the same area at the same time, younger riders 
mingling and giggling with older ones which rarely happens when 

a normal rally is taking place as riders are usually in their ability 
groups. The apple bobbing was particularly entertaining, lucky the 
weather was kind to those getting drenched!

The November rally concentrated on the showing aspect of pony 
club disciplines where riders were shown an example of how to 
present their pony/horse with tips on washing, plaiting, riding 
and leading workouts for a judge. Also etiquettes of presenting 
themselves for a judge. This was in preparation for our December 
Show, held on 14 December, which will be run on the oval (weather 
permitting).

The show will give riders the opportunity to polish their mount 
and themselves for the show ring. Ribbons are awarded and the top 
riders of the day will ride in the Ice King Memorial Event which 
will select a rider to represent UBPC at the Evan Henry event at 
the Berwick Show in February. We will also be running our annual 
fancy dress competition so if you are in the area, pop onto the oval 
and see how talented our local kids are, sometimes it’s the simple 
things that are most effective. 

Due to the majority of people being away, the weather and the 
hectic time of year, we take a break from pony club in January.

Weather conditions are usually hot during February and our rally 
falls on the same day as the Upper Beaconsfield Village Festival 
which means members that attend the rally don’t get to kick 
their heels up in the village. We will be holding a twilight rally on 
Saturday 14 February starting at 3.30 pm to try to avoid the heat, 
followed by a sleepover/camp at the PC grounds. The riders are 
then free to go have a great time at the Village Festival the next day.

Princess Zahra showjumping



BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
Thank you to Village Bell advertisers who service and 

support the Upper Beaconsfield community 

 Advertising enquiries contact  
5944 3219 or advertising.villagebell@gmail.com 

 ACCOUNTANTS  

Casey Partners Pty Ltd  
  Business Advisors and Accountants  
  Financial Planning   
  Self-Managed Superannuation Fund Administrators  

67-69 High Street,  Berwick 
9707 2788 

 CHIROPRACTOR  

BEACONSFIELD CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC  

Dr Steve Pratt   &   Dr Craig Carter 
16 Wood St, Beaconsfield  

•  WorkCover  •  TAC  •  Veterans Affairs 
•  Family Chiropractic Care 

9796 1110  

CELEBRANT  

MARRIAGE CELEBRANT 
Matt McDonald BA DipEd 

Meaningful celebrations for weddings, funerals and namings 
5944 3860  0407 845 135 

fivemacs@netspace.net.au 

KOONKIE WOORUN 
Angora Stud (est. 1974) 

Angora does and kids 
available early January 
Mohair sales to handspinners 
 

Hilary and Arthur Day 
Tel: 5944 3321 or  0417 038 935 
hmday@ozemail.com.au 

 ANGORA STUD  

 

Petruccelli Art Classes 
Adult art classes in oil & pastel painting 
Sunday mornings, Monday mornings 
or Monday afternoons  
102 Stoney Creek Rd Upper Beaconsfield  

5944 3224 

 ART CLASSES  

AUTOMOTIVE 

ROVING AUTOMOTIVE — Mobile mechanical services 

Servicing the area for over 13 years. All types of servicing and repairs. 

● 4WD specialist   ● Electrical repair 

● Accessory lighting   ● Battery systems 

Call Colin  0414 603 526 

 CLEANING SERVICES  

WINDOW CLEANING  

JOHN PLOWMAN  

23 years exper ience  
0418 597 630 
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Up The Hill Bakehouse 5944 4416 

BAKERY  

 WHITE & RYE SOUR DOUGH 

 Tuesday: Gluten-free bread  

Must be pre-ordered 

 Fruit mince tarts for Christmas 

 GIANT Wagon Wheels. 

Trading hours 
Mon-Fri  

6am–5pm,  
Sat 7am–1pm 

BUILDER—NEW! 

 VHS to DVD & editing digital camcorder footage 

 Before your precious videos deteriorate have them 

converted to DVD to preserve the memories forever 

GORDON JANSZ   5944 4833  0409 179 539 
E: newlifepix@bigpond.com          www.newlifepix.com.au  

AUDIOVISUAL SERVICES  

 AUTOMOTIVE  

MORE THAN JUST TYRES AT  

 New and used tyres 

 Major and minor servicing 

 Log book servicing 

 Batteries 

 Front end & suspension 

   repairs 

 Wheels and accessories 

 Brake and clutch repairs 

 Full mechanical service 

 Four qualified mechanics 

 VACC approved for tyres and 

    mechanical repairs 

Beaconsfield, 26 Old Princes Hwy  9707 1593 

Enquire about other vehicle related services we can provide 

BRIDGESTONE SELECT BEACONSFIELD 
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ANGER MANAGEMENT 
Are you getting frustrated and exploding?  Is your anger 
hurting the people you care about the most?  If you want 
to change your behaviour, take responsibility and get in 
tune with yourself, your family, your kids and your life by 
attending our specialised program. 

CONTACT DAVID NUGENT - COUNSELLOR - 0401 766 877 

 COUNSELLING  

 

Victorian Equestrian Centre 
 EQUESTRIAN  

5944 3751 
www.vechorse.com.au 
• Lessons  • Camps • Trail rides 
• Clubs • Quality agistment 

770 Bourkes Creek Road Dewhurst 3808 

5944 3971                   0418 124 038 

E M I LY  H I L L  FA R M  
ADVANCED TREES, ORGANIC BLUEBERRIES & FRUITS 

 Advanced trees  

 Blueberry plants  

 Blueberries fresh in season 
and frozen, while stocks last 

 Lemons, limes, rhubarb 

FARM GATE PRODUCE  

GARDENING SERVICES  

 

 • Ride-on & hand mowing   • Garden maintenance   
 • Rubbish removal    • Trimming   • Handyman service 

BERT MOSTERD     0402 472 996 

Upper Beaconsfield Community Hall 
• Engagement  • Anniversary   • Reunion   

• Club function   • Fundraiser  

Enquiries   5944 3219             helen.r.smith@iinet.net.au 

TREE & STUMP REMOVAL 
• Trees lopped   • Rubbish removal 
• Slashing   • Wood splitting or hire 
• Clean ups, domestic & commercial 
• On site mulching   • Hedges & edges 

 

Grant Andrewartha 0411 331 573 
Graeme Pateman 0409 707 266 

MINI EXCAVATOR HIRE 
 Trenching work 
 Drains cleared 
 Ground levelling 
 Driveways repaired 
 Other minor works 

ALAN DENNY 
0427 686 243   
9707 4105 

FARM AND PROPERTY SERVICES  

 

Casey Financial Planning Pty Ltd 
has been working in the 
Pakenham and Berwick areas 
since 2001. We continue to help 
our clients grow, manage and 
protect their wealth. 
 
We can help you create the 
financial security that lets you 
focus on what’s really important 
in your life.  

For more information, 
or to make an 
appointment, call us 
today. 
 

Casey Financial 
Planning 

67–69 High Street 

Berwick VIC 3806 

Ph: 03 9769 9899 

Authorised representative of Genesys Wealth Advisers Ltd 

www.genesysadvisers.com.au/Berwick 
ABN 20 060 778 216  
Australian  Financial Services Licence 232686 

Principal Member of the FPA 

Living well, 

loving life 

Genesys Wealth Advisers 

FINANCIAL PLANNING 

EXECUTIVE LANDSCAPES 
Design & Construction 

Brick, Stone & Cobblestone Paving 
Rock & Water features    Bobcat & Tipper Hire 

0403 322 409  
www.executivelandscapes.com.au  

GARDENING AND LANDSCAPE DESIGN  

BLUE HILLS LANDSCAPE  
●  Design & Construction 

●  Residential & Commercial 

IAN MERRIGAN     www.bluehillslandscape.com.au  

30 years experience   LV MEMBER   0411 625 422    5942 7667 

ANN BENTLEY 
Shop 2, 

31-33 Beaconsfield-Emerald Rd 
Upper Beaconsfield 

Fax: 5944 3571 
info@rivendellconveyancing.com.au 

CONVEYANCING  

Rivendell 
CONVEYANCING PTY LTD 
 

5944 3566 

 COMPUTER SERVICES  

 BUSINESS COMPUTING SPECIALISTS 

• On-site Service  • Networking   
• Hardware  • Software   

27 Intrepid St Berwick 

1300 85 39 39 

December 2014 

http://www.bluehillslandscape.com.au


 Gifts 
 Books 
 Toys  
 Greeting cards 

 
  

 Passport photos 
 Stationery 
 Printer cartridges 
 Pay bills 
 Banking 

POST OFFICE  

5944 3200 

Open Saturday 9am–12 

Upper Beaconsfield Post Office 
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Property & Pest Inspections  
Same day reports by email  

James Coughlin  
0417 532 605  
james@eaglepi.com.au 
www.eaglepi.com.au  

 

Neilson Partners 
BERWICK 

57 High Street 
9707 6000 

NARRE WARREN 
418 Princes Hwy 

9705 4888 

PAKENHAM 
130 Main Street 

5941 4444 

neilsonpartners.com.au 

first 
national 
R E A L  E S T A T E  

REAL ESTATE / RESIDENTIAL 

 

●Sales and appraisals ●Clearing sales ●Property management 

Pakenham   5941 1111     Berwick   9707 2000 

Estate Agents 
& Valuers 

PAUL LA ROCHE 
5944 3320 

Fax: 5944 3305 Mob 0417 356 135 

larocheair@bigpond.com.au 
143 Stoney Creek Road 

Upper Beaconsfield   

Air Conditioning Mechanical Services 
ABN 36 981 265 804  Licence #29118 

Air Conditioning, Mechanical Services, General Plumbing, Water Renewals,  
Heating & Ventilation, Maintenance, Repairs, Split Systems  

PLUMBERS  

BURRIDGE BROTHERS PLUMBING 
 • Plumbing • Split Systems 

• Gasfitting • Blocked Drains 
 

Glenn   5944 3168 / 0417 571 455 
Lic. No. 20750 

DJ PRINTING 
PRINTER 

All your printing needs 
for you or your business          

DAVID HARVEY 
5944 3385  

Email  djprint@tpg.com.au      Mob 0400 45 75 05 

HARDWARE, GENERAL STORE  

 

UPPER BEACONSFIELD GENERAL STORE 
Open 7 days  5944 3310 

 HARDWARE 

 GARDEN SUPPLIES 

 FIREWOOD 

 GAS BOTTLES 

 NEWSAGENT 

 STOCKFEED 

 GIFTS/PLANTS 

 DRYCLEANING 

LAWYER  

MEPSTEAD LAWYERS 
Timothy Mepstead 
Barrister & Solicitor 

Pakenham  5941 5166    F  5941 5177 
Yarra Junction 5967 1379    F  5967 2177 
mepstead@netspace.net.au 

bmc PAINTING 

Residential, commercial, interiors, exteriors 
Professional, reliable, honest 

No job too small 

Brian  0423 812 878 

PAINTING SERVICES  

FIT HAPPENS HEALTH & FITNESS 
Studio in Upper Beaconsfield  

Get in shape  Lose weight  Build strength   
Personal training, solo or buddies  Small group sessions 

Contact Lisa 0439 303 198  /  lisa_howe06@hotmail.com 

PERSONAL TRAINING — NEW! 

ANIMAL FEEDING 

We care for your animals—feeding of all domestic and 
rural animals and dog walking. We can check your 
house for security and water your plants while you 
are away. Economical rates.    

Call Felicity on   59 4 4  45 0 9     or       04 0 9  4 4 4  5 0 9  

PET SERVICES  

December 2014 

Renovate by resurfacing 
We specialise in kitchen and bathroom resurfacing makeovers. 
Resurfacing is around 1/3 the cost of traditional renovations. 

For more information go to 
www.sustainablemakeovers.com.au 

or call Rick on 0407 097 525 

 Full kitchens 
 Bench tops 
 Full bathrooms 
 Bath tubs 
 Shower bases 
 Flooring 

 Repair and resurface 
driveways 

 All outdoor paved areas 
 Permanently restore dirty, 

stained and mouldy grout 
lines 

RENOVATION  

 General Store Café 
Sundays only 

Coffee/pot of tea with cake/muffin 

http://www.eaglepi.com.au


SCULPTOR 

BILL OGILVIE  
BRONZE SCULPTOR 

Studio Upper Beaconsfield  

Appointment/enquiries 5944 4103 
billogilvie@bronzesculptor.com.au  

 

TRAVEL AGENT 

354 Main St, Emerald  3782 

Ph: 5968 5222        Fax: 5968 5233 
Lic. 32258  ABN 86 085 437 396 

Email: elt@nex.net.au 

EMERALD LAKE TRAVEL 

Your local travel representative Mary Oke offers: 

 International and domestic airfares and packages 

 Cruises 

 Insurance, foreign currency and travellers cheques  

 Bridal registry service available 

 
SWIMMING POOLS 

Sales, Construction and Installation 

0400 928 488 
Matt McArthur 

www.wetfeetpools.com.au 

SWIMMING POOLS 

VETERINARY SERVICES 

 

Horse dentistry for the 21st century 
 Performance floating for competition horses 
 Remedial dentistry / bit seating 
 Foal, adult & senior horse dental checks 

Dr Paul Owens 
Veterinary Surgeon BVSc MRCVS 

Horse Vet Dentist 
0451 664 373 
www.horsevetdentist.com.au 

We are listed on  
EQUINE DENTAL VETS 

www.equinedentalvets.com.au 

 
 
 

COMMUNITY CENTRE 

HALL FOR HIRE 
24 Toomuc Valley Road, Pakenham 

5940 4728 
communitycentre@outlookvic.org.au  

Function hall, kitchen, meeting rooms 
Special rates for community organisations 
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Soul 2 Soul Therapy 
  Meditation    Chakra Cleanse   Reiki 

Readings 
  Card    Butterfly    Crystal 

Natalie 0418 308 805  

Certified Spiritual Counsellor  
& Holistic Therapist 

Upper Beaconsfield 

THERAPY SERVICES — NEW! 

Still available! 
Copies of Charles 
Wilson’s local 
history book are 
still available.  
 
Contact 
Noel Ling on 
0414 443 735 or 
lingn@bigpond.com   
 
Cost: $45  

mailto:lingn@bigpond.com


CLIFFORD
ELECTRICS
  electrical contractors
Industrial – Commercial – Domestic

PO Box 368
Upper Beaconsfield 3808
Ph: 5944 4773
Fax: 5944 4776
fcliff@bigpond.net.au

PTY 
LTD

Frank 0418 329 639
Leigh 0419 567 243

REC 2631

MARK A SAGE
SAGE ACCOUNTING

• Accountant
• Business Consultant
• SMSF Advisor/Manager
• Registered Tax Agent

49 Beaconsfield-Emerald Road, Beaconsfield Upper
P: 5944 3734 M: 0400 865 595
E: masage@tpg.com.au

For service and maintenance of  
BMW, Mercedes Benz, Audi & VW  

Free pickup and delivery  
Phone Daryl Fenby

European Car Service
Melbourne’s friendliest independent service centre

BH  9429 4202   AH  5944 3042
www.europeancarservice.com.au
email: eurocar@optusnet.com.au 

64,00064,000
in community contributions

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited. ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879. S42951-10 (198889_v1) (30/10/2013)

Beacons� eld District Community Bank® Branch has contributed more than 64,000 to local community 
groups and not-for-pro� t organisations, like Upper Beacons� eld Men`s Shed & Toy Library, thanks to U.

That’s because with every savings or investment account, 
every home or personal loan, and every product or service 
we offer, money goes back into our community.

You’ll bene� t from a great range of competitive products 
and friendly service. But you’ll also have the satisfaction of 
knowing our banking is contributing to our community.

So make a difference – to your own banking and your 
community.

Drop into your nearest branch at 52-62 Old Princes 
Highway, Beacons� eld or phone 9769 5122.

www.bendigobank.com.au

Beacons� eld District Community Bank® Branch

mailto:fcliff@bigpond.net.au
mailto:masage@tpg.com.au
www.europeancarservice.com.au
www.bendigobank.com.au


FCA Financial Pty Ltd is a Corporate Authorised Representative of Aon Hewitt Financial Advice ABn 13 091 225 642 AFSL no: 239183         iguana.4602

5944 4813 fcafinancial.com.au

Your local financial 
advisers with combined 
industry experience of 
over 50 years.
n Life Insurance
n Superannuation
n Income Protection
n Trauma Insurance

n Total and Permanent Disablement (TPD)
n Home, Investment and Business Loans
n Retirement Planning
n Financial Advice

Upper Beaconsfield residents – drop in!
(great coffee!)

no charge for first appointments 
or call Jen Southgate or Ashley Davidson on 5944 4813.

Subscribe to our free newsletter by emailing admin@fcafinancial.com.au

FCA Financial’s Meeting Room and Boardroom are available for use.  
Please contact us to make a booking.

572 Salisbury Rd 20 Morris Drive

Lot 1, 225 Split Rock Rd

57 High Street, Berwick - 9707 6000
www.neilsonpartners.com.au

465 Beaconsfield-Emerald Rd

Together our Berwick sales team has over 142 years of 
experience in the real estate industry.
It’s good to know that we 
have the experience, 
work ethic and knowledge
of the current market to 
achieve the results that 
matter to you. 
“We put you first - it says it all.”

OFFICES AT BERWICK, PAKENHAM & NARRE WARREN

Peter
Graeme

Lis
Andrew

Greg
Robert

Tracy

fcafinancial.com.au

