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Remembrance Day 2015
On Wednesday 11 November at 11am, a small group of residents gathered at the 
Cenotaph to remember and honour the men and women who made the ultimate 
sacrifice for their country in World Wars 1 and 2, and in the many wars and 
conflicts since that time.
The short service was led by the president of the RSL Eric Chaplin. Representatives 
of the UBA and the RSL each laid a commemorative wreath on the cenotaph. Each 
person present laid a poppy on the cenotaph as a token of our respect.
LEST WE FORGET.

14 Nov 2015

The Upper Beaconsfield 
Community Centre is 

congratulated for running 
this successful event.

A good time was had by all.

A canine’s owner managed to catch her pet’s cup selection

Acknowledging Laura Levens (left) for her final ‘wildlife watch’ article. Laura has been 
documenting nature on her property for the last 20 years (see page 12)
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A driveway, not a road!
Unfortunately some people are using the driveway near the 
Community Complex as a short cut between Halford Street 
and Salisbury Road (and vice versa). Recently a driver, going 
the wrong way, nearly collected a pedestrian crossing to the 
Community Centre from the car park. 
Unfortunately, Rafferty’s rules appear to have taken over 
common sense. There are unresolved problems of the road 
alignments in the Charing Cross area and Emerald Road, 
drivers ignoring the “NO LEFT TURN” signs and drivers 
using the Community Complex driveway as a shortcut. The 
safety of pedestrians and drivers is at risk. Cardinia Council 
has been notified and will now monitor the use of the 
driveway.

Background information about the driveway 
at the Community Complex
This driveway did not exist years ago. It is not a public road. 
It was put there by the Upper Beaconsfield Community 
Complex Buildings & Grounds Committee to assist visitors 
to the Community Hall and the Community Complex to exit 
the car parking on Salisbury Road. The driveway is on the 
Crown Land allotment at 10-12 Salisbury Road, the land on 
which the Community Complex and Keith Ewenson Park sit. 
There is no road reserve. There is no proper road kerbing at 
the Salisbury Road entrance. The driveway was also designed 
to allow fire brigade vehicles access in emergencies should 
there be a fire or an accident blocking Emerald Road or 
Salisbury Road.
Residents, please do not drive against the “ONE WAY” sign 
from Halford Street to Salisbury Road. Do not exit the car 
park against the “NO EXIT” sign. Now there is extra parking 
on council land at 16 Salisbury Road, please enter and exit 
the car park at the correct entrance and exit as indicated.

Helen Smith, Secretary  
UBCC Buildings & Grounds Committee

Community Centre response
The Community Centre recently sent a letter to Halford 
Street residents which stated: “You will be aware that there 
is a one-way driveway beside the Community Centre, which 
connects Salisbury Road to Halford Street. Traffic is directed 
by signs to only travel northwards or downhill, in other 
words from the Salisbury Road end to the Halford Street 
end. We want to draw your attention to the fact that some 
local residents have started travelling the wrong way on this 
driveway, causing a dangerous situation should they meet 
traffic coming in the opposite direction, and also creating 
danger for pedestrians who do not expect traffic to come 
from this direction.
We had a near miss last week when such a car nearly struck 
a pedestrian who was walking from the car park to the 
Community Centre. You may also have heard a very sad 
news item about an accident in which a woman was struck 
and killed by a car outside a childcare centre last week. 
We do not want to have such a tragedy occur in Upper 
Beaconsfield. We have therefore discussed this issue with 

Cardinia Shire Council, which will be taking action to 
monitor use of the driveway and will consider placing either 
speed humps or bollards across the driveway to reduce the 
danger.
We are therefore requesting that you take care that this 
driveway is used correctly, in the interest of the safety of all 
members of our community.”

Sally Randall

The 10-12 Salisbury Road allotment.  
Note — no road is marked.  

See Community Compass, http://cardinia.pozi.com/
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Last UBA General meeting for 2015 
Wed 2 December at 7.30 pm at the 

Community Complex. Come and join us  
for our last meeting of the year with  
some festive fellowship. All welcome.

Month 45 yr av. 2014 2015
Jan 63.6 29.3 36.7
Feb 58.4 55.4 55.7
Mar 64.2 39.9 29.5
Apr 78.3 109.5 76.5
May 86.1 80.0 83.3
Jun 80.3 120.0 24.4
Jul 78.6 94.3 76.1
Aug 85.7 66.4 105.1
Sep 90.6 95.6 49.2
Oct 94.3 91.6 19.3
Nov 86.5 66.1
Dec 80.4 75.0
Total 947.2 mm 923.1 mm

Rainfall at “Barkala”, 
Beaconsfield–Emerald Road

The rainfall this year to date is 555.8 mm 
compared to a 45 year average of 780.3 
mm. This is a deficit of 224.5 mm (or 9 
inches in the old scale) This shows the 
extent of the drought in 2015. The driest 
months were January, March, June and 
October. October, normally the wettest 
month of the year was very dry.

George Moir

Thank you to our subscribers: 
Bliss Sandie; Conn Melinda; Coyle John & 
Heather; Jones G & S; Mars B & B; Morris 
Audrey; Pickford Helen; Reese Judy; Rodek 
Julie & David, Sankey Laura; Scott Family; 
Thomson Wendy; Vinen D

Upper Beaconsfield  
Christmas Carols
‘Tis the season to be jolly

... so drop everything, grab the kids, pack a 
picnic tea and head on down to the Upper 

Beac Carols at the Keith Ewenson Park in 
Salisbury Road on Christmas Eve!
A great line-up of local talent will 

be there to lead you through the 
community singing. We will begin 
the fun at 7 pm with a half an hour  
of children’s entertainment.

While this is taking place, Santa 
and the CFA truck will visit Grant Court at 

approximately 7 pm, Burton Road at 7.15 pm and 
Paul Grove at 7.30 pm. As part of the special 

evening Santa will make his grand entrance 
by about 7.45 pm and distribute bags of 
lollies to the local children (thanks Julie B). 

The regular sausage sizzle and refreshments will 
be served from 6.30 pm throughout the evening thanks to The  

  Men’s Shed.
Please note that Carols will go ahead regardless of the weather. If it is wet an 
alternative venue is available and this will be publicised closer to the event.

Children’s procession
This year we will have a children’s procession with instruments. If your 
child is interested in being part of this activity please contact Helen 
on 5944 4428. A brief rehearsal will take at a time to be notified at the 
Keith Ewenson Reserve.

Helen De Jager
Advertise locally!
Let potential customers know about you
by advertising your business or service
in the VILLAGE BELL

• Reasonable rates, from $20
• Published quarterly
• 1300 copies distributed
For further information contact
advertising.villagebell@gmail.com
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A great association to be part of—CWA
The Country Women’s Association meet on the 4th Friday 
of the month in the Church Hall at 1.30 pm. The association 
provides hospitality and fellowship amongst its members, 
and is involved in lots of social issues, fund raising, making 
trauma dolls for children in hospital along with making 
goods and helping families in need.
Our Association is not only for women in the country. 
And we are not just scones, jam and cream! We find that 

mothers and children, or the whole 
family in all stages of their lives can 
benefit from a supportive environment 
and help in various ways. 
We are considering forming an evening 
branch if there is enough interest. New 
members are always welcome.
Please contact Barbara Reid 9705 0276 
or Lynette Lameris 5944 4052 for more 
information.

Cathy’s MS cure
Cathy, the 34 year old daughter of local residents Di and 
Phil Maxwell, was diagnosed with MS when she was 22. 
She has dealt with this disability over the last 12 years, but 
it is getting worse. 
Cathy, who lives at Dewhurst with her husband and 
daughter, has tried various treatments over the years and 
continues to have a monthly transfusion in an attempt to 
slow the progress of this disease. She does not qualify for 
more help in Australia because she is not considered to be 
disabled enough. 
With the blessing of her neurologist, she is going to 
Russia next April for stem cell therapy (HSCT), not 
available to her in Australia. This procedure was recently 
promoted by a professor on the Current Affairs program 
60 Minutes, and he recently saw Cathy in Canberra 
and he considers it her only hope. Cathy has set up a 
website to help her to raise the necessary funds for this 
potentially life-saving procedure. You can read her story 
on the website cathysmscure.simplesite.com 
Di and Phil say, “Cathy wants to see her little girl grow up. 
If you can assist our daughter get to Russia to have this life 
saving procedure we would be most grateful. Donations can 

be made by logging onto the above site. Every little bit helps. 
Thank you for your kindness. Di and I will keep you posted 
on her progress next year”.

photograph courtesy of Pakenham Gazette

Sewing Bee at Joan Medwin's
(Sitting from left) Jacky Dow, Vivienne 
Brown, Lynette Lameris, Joan Trumper. 
Standing: Barbara Reid & Joan Medwin.

Barbara Reid & Vivienne Brown
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Functions   Cellar Door   Wine Tastings
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OPEN 

Christmas Day & 

New Years Eve!

Book now, spaces 

filling fast

2 McBride Rd, Upper Beaconsfield • 5944 4710

Open Wed to Sun 
12 Noon to 11pm

LUNCH & Dinner

Upper Beaconsfield Association
Citizen of the Year nominations now open
Do you know of any resident who is doing great work in our 
local community? It can be someone who is a tireless worker 
in your sporting club, community or support group. The 
Upper Beaconsfield COY award is a great way to recognise 
deserving people in our community.
Nominations are now open for the 2015 Upper Beaconsfield 
Citizen of the Year. Nomination forms are available from 
the Community Centre and the General Store. Grab a form, 
fill it out and return to COY Coordinator, PO Box 86, Upper 
Beaconsfield 3808.
The closing date for the nomination is 31 December 2015. 
Anyone previously nominated but unsuccessful, can be 
renominated for 2015.
After the December closing date, the UBA will form a sub-
committee to assess all of the nominations. The COY winner 
will be notified, and an award ceremony will be held at the 
Village Festival on Sunday 21 February, 2015.

Check us out on the web and Facebook
Have you visited our new look Upper Beaconsfield website 
yet? See upperbeaconsfield.org.au
If you belong to any community group, please check that 
your information is up to date and accurate. We welcome 
any feedback and constructive suggestions about the site. 
Email upperbeacweb@gmail.com

We also have a Facebook page called “Upper 
Beaconsfield” at www.facebook.com/
UpperBeaconsfield
You can keep up to date by seeing the latest news 
on this page. It is a public page. If you are on Facebook, you 
can “like” us to get updates. You can also post local news and 
information on the page.

Elephant Rock update
Melbourne Water has started cleaning up the Elephant Rock 
parking area by tidying up the banks. However this is not 
finished. VicRoads has not graded the car park area yet, but 
we hope to see more work done and the picnic area cleaned 
up as well.
It has been disappointing to see more illegal dumping of 
rubbish at Elephant Rock recently. There is no excuse for 
thoughtless people to dump rubbish anywhere. They should 
make use of the excellent Cardinia Shire waste collection 
programs. 

Rubbish dumping costs Cardinia Shire many 
tens of thousands of dollars annually to clean up; 
money that should have been spent on roadworks 
and drainage maintenance. Photographic evidence 
is important to track down and catch offenders. 
Significant financial penalties apply to convicted 
offenders. Residents can contact the council’s 
customer service team on 1300 787 624 or visit the 
‘Make a request or report an issue’ section on the 
council website.

Welcome Pack
The UBA would like to send a Welcome Pack of 

useful information of village affairs to all new residents. In 
order to do this, we need to know the addresses of any new 
residents. If you have a new neighbour, we would appreciate 
it if you could call Jo Carter on 5944 3311, or Jenny Pritchard 
on 5944 3763. We would arrange postage of the pack.
The Welcome Pack is made up of brochures giving up to date 
information on community groups and contact numbers, 
a copy of the Village Bell and Cardinia Connect and the 
current Community Centre brochure.

COY members and partners at the recent annual dinner
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Oldies but goodies — the wonderful 
Beautification Group story!
Have you noticed how much the streetscape has improved 
in Upper Beaconsfield over the last few years? The Bell asked 
the group founder Jenny Pritchard the background story 
behind the Beautification Group.

Who got the idea?
Several friends and I had commented about the poor state 
of the gardens in the village. Then at an Upper Beaconsfield 
Association meeting Cr Tania Baxter spoke about council 
grants. I spoke to her after the meeting regarding a 
beautification grant. When asked if an individual could apply 
she was very encouraging. Hence the seed was sown! 

How did it start?
After speaking to all the shop owners and enquiring what 
they would like, I contacted Wendy Abbott from the council 
who met me on site. My concern was that $2000 would not 
go far, and she suggested making three applications. That’s all 
I needed to know!

Which people were mainly involved in getting the group 
off the ground?
Jennie Vaughan and Noel Ling called a meeting of 
“interested people”. The Beautification Group was formed 
and we were off. 

What skills did these people bring to the project?
We are all prepared for hard work and most of all we want 
to make the village attractive for all. The group has a huge 
pool of knowledge including some from a horticultural 
background, some with gardening and native plant 
knowledge, an accountant and a lawyer. We are all strong 
minded and often have different ideas on plants etc. but 
always agree without anyone being upset. It’s a terrific group.

How did you get the money to do the projects?
For the splinter beds in front of the shops, VicRoads would 
not allow us as volunteers to do the work, so contractors 
were employed plus traffic control at a 
much higher cost. Wendy from council 
was wonderful finding more money 
from council and VicRoads. Landcare 
and the UBA also contributed. The 
next year we reapplied for the Milk Bar 
bank which we didn’t obtain funding 
for the previous year, plus Charing 
Cross. Both were successful. Our work 
at the church was simply as volunteer 
labour and all plants were funded by 

the church. As this is the entrance to the village we felt it was 
important to help when approached by Barry Medwin. 

How were the projects organised?
Because of our contacts with wholesale nurseries we are 
able to obtain plants at wholesale prices which made great 
savings. The Green Circle Plant Nursery provided all the 
plants free for Charing Cross, and that planting has been 
very successful.
This year with funds left over we were able to plant up the 
bank along St Georges Road opposite the church. With a bit 
of luck (it may be a hot summer) those plants will thrive and 
make an attractive border along St Georges Road. 

Any future plans?
Yes, continue planting the milk bar area, some areas have 
taken better than others. Maintenance is always ongoing. We 
will continue to enhance the village landscape.

Do you have any other ideas?
Lots, but money is always going to be hard to find! We could 
try to make the village more interesting with story boards 
throughout the village, about local history, photos before 
and after Ash Wednesday etc, encouraging tourists to stop 
and support the local traders. Other ideas include seats for 
resting while out walking, maybe some sculptures and a 
suggestion to have a sign listing the town businesses. I love 
working with this group and even though many are in their 
70s we are making a difference which I’m sure helps keep us 
all going. 

_________________________________
Next time you see people working at the planting areas 
weeding or watering, you will know who they are and 
appreciate what a great improvement they have already made 
to Upper Beaconsfield’s streetscape. If you are interested in 
joining this group please contact Jenny on 5944 3763.

L-R Sue Keon-Cohen, Jenny Pritchard, 
Lawrie Pritchard, Graham Kneen, Jo 
Carter, Neil McDonald, Sue Simmons, 
Helen Smith. Absent Sally Randall and 
Traci Newham
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Upper Beaconsfield Village Festival Art Exhibition
Proudly supported by SECAN Inc

We invite you to be part of this wonderful exhibition on  
Sunday 21 February between 9–3

This exhibition showcases the works of local artists in all mediums.  
Exhibited are wonderful examples of the beautiful and varied nature  

of contemporary art.

Children’s entries welcomed

Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre 
10 Salisbury Road, Upper Beaconsfield

For further details please contact  
Belinda on 0409 665 338 or Gail on 0419 385 322

Entry forms available at the General Store

Tower Challenge
Fun Run 

------

Art Exhibition
-----

$10 wristband  
All Day Rides  

Animal Nursery  
Laser Skirmish  

Reptiles  
Jumping Castle 

-----

New Stall Holders
Delicious Food 

-----

Live Entertainment

-----

 Where to Find Us: 

UB Community Ctr 
10-12 Salisbury Rd, 
Upper Beaconsfield 

www.ubvillagefest.org.au 

ubvillagefest@gmail.com

9 am–3 pm

The tower is beckoning!
With less than eighty days to the renowned Tower 
Run, you have plenty of time to prepare for this 6.2 
km hilly challenge. Run or walk it, you are assured of 
having a great time and a fulfilling goal.
The run/walk is once again the start of the annual 
Upper Beaconsfield Village Festival, which promises 
to be another fun filled day for the whole family, on 
Sunday 21 February 2016. The Tower Run is the first 
of the Bendigo Bank Summer Series, followed by the 
Berwick Show 5/10 km run on 28 February and the 
Cardinia Life 5/10 km run at Pakenham Lakeside on 
6 March 2016. Proudly sponsored by the Beaconsfield 
and Lakeside Community Branches of the Bendigo 
Bank, so please support them.
This year marks the 18th year of the fun run and 
many of you have completed it and now is the time to 
lock in the date and once again prepare yourself for 
the challenge. If you would like to know your previous 
time give me a call 0438 574 472 or send a message 
tom@alexscott.com.au and I will find it for you. Tell 
all your friends so that your group can win the group 
participation prize of $500. Enter now on www.
registernow.com.au

Tom Gibson, Village Festival

Upper Beaconsfield  
Village Festival

SUNDAY 21 FEB 2016

‘Celebrating Our Community’
Come along and enjoy the sounds of our 
talented musicians, while browsing the stalls 
or just relaxing under a shady tree with a latte 
or an ice cold drink. Our local community 
groups will cook up a storm once again and the 
very popular Art Exhibition will have a range 
of quality work on display and for sale. There 
will be plenty on offer, with a great selection 
of scrumptious food and drinks. The kids can 
go wild with the $10 wristband giving them 
unlimited access to all rides and activities for 
the whole day!!!

The ever popular Charity Tower Challenge Fun 
Run/Walk will start at 9 am.
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A workshop space for the Men’s Shed
The Men’s Shed workshop building has reached lock-up 
stage. With offices, toilets and disability access ramp still 
to be built, the men of the Shed are busy and are also 
running out of funds. Hence the need for members to avail 
themselves of every opportunity for a sausage sizzle or raffle. 
A major raffle will be run during December, January and 
February, to be drawn at the Village Festival on Sunday 21 
February 2016.
The Men’s Shed is also keen to develop the landscape around 
the shed, and plan to embark on a planting 
program with the aid of the Green Circle 
Nursery.
Some reflection on the Men’s Shed 
movement may be appreciated: The first 
Sheds began around 1998, and there are 
now more than a thousand in Australia. 
There are more Men’s Sheds in Victoria than 
there are McDonalds stores. The movement 
migrated to Ireland and the UK about five 
years ago. Now Ireland has 240 Sheds and 
the UK expects to have about 500 by 2018.

What is a Men’s Shed? 
Here are two definitions that are used: 
“(Men’s Sheds can be defined as)…typically 
in a shed or workshop-type space in community settings 
that provide opportunities for regular, hand-on activity 
by groups deliberately and mainly comprising men” and 
“(The Australian Men’s Shed Association) recognises any 
community-based, not-profit, not-commercial organisation 
that is accessible to all men and whose primary activity is the 
provision of a safe and friendly environment where men are 
able to work on projects at their own pace and in their own 
time in the company of other men. A major objective is to 
advance the well-being and health of their male members.” 
(from The Men’s Shed Movement, by Barry Golding)
It is just four years since the local Men’s Shed was 

established, and our AGM was 
held on 25 November. The 
hope is that early in the new 
year, we will be able to satisfy 
requirements for a Certificate of Occupancy and have a 
grand opening of the new workshop.
The members continue to respond to community requests, 
assisting in the nautical theme play area at the Kinder and 
building practice barriers and ‘A’-frames for the cricket club.

There are no doubt men who have been waiting until we 
build a workshop space before coming along. New members 
are welcome any time, but especially when we can offer such 
space and some useful tools and equipment. 
Meeting time continues on Wednesdays, from 10 am till 
noon. For further information, phone Matt (0407 845 135) 
or Noel (0414 443 735).

Matt McDonald President

Below: Shed members at work on the new building

Ron Van Vleet guides waste tank lid into position
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News from the brigade
We’ve had our first few calls for the season and the 
combination of experienced firefighters with the fresh new 
faces has responded really well. Training has switched now 
to mainly bushfire response. Don’t be surprised if you see us 
around the streets hooking up to tanks, hydrants or dams, 
laying out lots of hose and generally getting things wet. This 
is all part of our training and preparation for the fire season.
It is sobering to note just how readily fire is already taking 
hold and how quickly it is spreading.
Some sad news for the brigade is the departure of two of our 
firefighters: Sally Gerdan, former Lieutenant of the brigade, 
and Lorna Pettigrew are moving out of the area. The brigade 
wishes them well.

Preparing for the fire season
This is expected to be one of the worst fire seasons in 
Victoria for many years and Upper Beaconsfield is one of  
the most at risk areas in the state.
There are two major components for residents in getting 
ready for the fire season: preparing your property and, 
equally important, preparing a plan. 
Preparing the plan: Failing to plan is planning to fail. The 
last thing you need to be doing when bushfire is threatening 
is deciding what to do. What to save. Whether to go. When 
to go. Where to go. What to do with the pets. Horses. The list 
goes on. All these decisions should have been made long ago, 
put into a plan and discussed with all the family. Remember 
to put in contingency plans. What do you do if the roads are 
already blocked and your plan was to leave? Or the power 
fails and the water pressure plummets? As they will.
Preparing the property: you should already have this almost 
complete. If you haven’t, don’t wait any longer! Remember, 
we have already had our first Total Fire Ban day.

You’ve probably heard this before, 
but we’ll say it again. Because it is 
important.
• clean up around your house
• clean out your gutters
• keep wood piles away from the house
• trim vegetation away from the house
• keep the grass short
• store flammable liquids away from the house
• remove flammable items from decking, such as chairs, 

tables, boxes etc
For more information, check out the CFA website at  
www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/

Gates and 
driveways
Do you want us to 
protect your house 
from a bushfire? If 
you do, then let us in!
The things that cause 
us most trouble are:
• automatic gates 

and locked gates. 
Leave them open 
on total fire ban 
days. Remember, 
if the power fails, 
they may not work. 
Also, let the fire 
brigade know your 
gate PIN (Note: 
though we take 
precautions, we cannot guarantee the security of this 
information.)

•  narrow driveways. If your 
driveway is not 3.5 m wide and clear to 
at least 3.5 m high, we probably won’t 
get down it
•  long driveways with tight turning 
spaces: our trucks are big. If your car 
finds it tight then our trucks won’t be 
able to turn
•  excess flammable vegetation near 
the driveway, especially where we need 
to park. If we can’t park in a clear, 
defendable space, we won’t want to be 
there.
•  have your house number clearly 
displayed. Reflective numbers are 
valuable to us.
Please help us to help you: walk down 
your driveway today, with a tape 
measure and a critical eye then make 
any required changes.

Water
This is our most critical resource. And 

Open Day 
CFA Sunday 
6 December

Come for a cooked breakfast, 
starting at 9 am, then stay for 
a discussion about making a 
Bushfire Plan and Preparing 
Your Property. Afterwards 
there will be plenty of time for 
questions. You will be welcome 
to tour the station and check out 
our trucks and equipment.
Open to all the community.



The Village Bell December 2015 11

we need plenty of it. We have many local sources, which is 
fine, as long as we can get at it.
Hydrants
In an emergency, it’s critical that we have clear access to these 
water points and that they are ready for immediate use.
Try adopting the nearest hydrant to your house; you’ll be 
helping us get more done in less time. Here’s some tips on 
what you can do to help:
• know where your nearest hydrant is
• ensure there is a white marker post with red top 

and blue reflector (in good condition) showing 
the location of the hydrant

• ensure there is clear access to the hydrant (no 
cars parked in front etc)

• check for a blue reflective road marker (for sealed 
roads only)

• trim any excess vegetation covering the hydrant 
or marker post

For safety reasons, please don’t remove any covers on the 
hydrant.
Tanks and dams
During bushfire, mains pressure usually plummets as 
everyone turns on their hoses. This means we can’t use 
hydrants. This is why tanks and dams are so important to us.
Many local properties now have dams and tanks. But can we 
use their water?
• Tanks must be full and dedicated for firefighting 

purposes only. (The last thing we want is to spend 
time hooking up to a tank to find the last of its 
water was used on the tomatoes!)

• Tanks must be accessible to our trucks. We need 
to get within 6 m

• ... must have a CFA type fitting or we probably 
can’t hook up to it.

• ... must be a reasonable size ie 10 000 l minimum

• Dams must have easy access so we can get trucks 
to within 6m of water’s edge

• ... must not be boggy. CFA trucks are very heavy 
and bog easily

• ... have a lift of less than 5 m to the truck 

Fire Danger Period
The fire danger period will be in force from 1 am on Monday 
30 November. Make sure you observe the restrictions, as 
failure to do so may constitute an offence and you may be 
liable to fines and/or prosecution.
For information on what is allowed, download the Can I 
Can’t I brochure from the CFA website.

Leave and live
Leaving early is the safest way to survive a bushfire. People 
die during bushfires trying to leave their homes at the last 
minute.
The Brigade can be contacted on 5944 3303.

Mike Hall, Captain 
Upper Beaconsfield Fire Brigade

VicEmergency website
The VicEmergency website has been updated for summer 
to provide the Victorian community with one, centralised 
location for emergency warnings and information.
The CFA and SES incident and warning pages will now 
direct to the VicEmergency website, providing better access 
to information before, during and after an emergency.
Emergency Management Commissioner Craig Lapsley 
said the focus of the website is to make it easier for the 
community, so they don’t have to access multiple websites 
in times of emergency.
“Victorians largely live in a digital world and the 
VicEmergency website is an important tool for providing 
localised and relevant information to help people make 
good decisions about their own safety,” he said.
The VicEmergency website brings together emergency 
information and warnings from agencies including CFA, 
MFB, SES and DELWP, providing emergency incidents in 
real time, on a Google Maps display.

It provides 
information and 
warnings for 
fires, hazardous 
material incidents, 
storms, floods, 
earthquakes, 
tsunamis and 
traffic hazards. 
Visitors can also 
access planning, 
preparedness 
and recovery 
information related 
to emergencies.
Web: http://emergency.vic.gov.au  
Twitter: @vicemergency 

CFA media release 11 November 2015
Editor—you can also check your district Total Fire Ban and 
Fire Danger District List on the site

Upper Beaconsfield SMS Notification system 
see page 17

DECLARATION OF THE FIRE DANGER PERIOD - 30 NOVEMBER 2015 
To commence from 0100 hours on 30 Nov 2015
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Wildflower Watch #91 
—farewell contribution
I can’t remember such an unenthusiastic spring flowering time 
in my patch of bush. Rainfall has been so low that I was edgy on 
that windy Saturday late October, concerned that a fire might start 
somewhere local.
Flowers I saw on my walks were a few nodding greenhoods, a 
patch of toothed helmet orchids about half their normal size, one 
trailing goodenia, hop wattle and sparsely flowered hop goodenia. 
A sad looking rice flower also stood at the base of a long-leaf 
peppermint tree. Dogwoods’ white flowers are just finishing.
Just now, at the beginning of November, hedge wattle has made 
a late appearance and a manna gum is covered in flowers where 
honey bees, hover flies, a sparkly green beetle, a brown beetle, 
a small dark fly and tiny black insects were so busy none of my 
photos were any good!
Weeds of course are still around but concerted, continual weeding 
seems to have reduced the population along the front. Passing 
motorists have sometimes tooted at my on-hands-and-knees 

figure. My response may 
have been too slow but I 
appreciated the thoughts 
whatever they were.
This is my farewell 
contribution as I will 
be leaving the district 
before Christmas, taking 
with me a multitude 
of lovely memories: of 
friendships, kindness, and 
many activities I’ve been 
encouraged to participate 
in (volunteering is a very 
rewarding pastime). I 
owe people and plants of 
Upper Beac much more 
than I can express. 
The younger new owners 
will be taking over as 
raw beginners in plant 
knowledge, just like we 
were in 1979.
I just now discovered 
some potato orchids 
flowering near my mail 
box. I’m SURE they 
weren’t there yesterday!!!

Laura Levens

Green Circle Plant 
Nursery
Green Circle Plant Nursery 
wishes all our customers a happy 
and safe Christmas and New Year.
We are closed for a summer break December and 
January and reopen on Friday 5 February 2016.
If you haven’t visited us yet make sure you come and 
see us in 2016! We are a community nursery growing 
mostly indigenous native plants and operated by 
volunteers. New volunteers always welcome.

Like us on Facebook Green-Circle-Plant-Nursery or 
visit our website at greencircleplantnursery.net.au to 
get more information on plants we grow.

Helen Smith

Laura’s first ‘Wildflower 
Watch’ contribution in 
February 1996, Village 
Bell, issue 108, page 12

Market and car boot sale
After months of planning we held 
our first Market & Car Boot Sale at 
the Community Centre on Saturday 
14 November 2015.
What a day! We’re very thankful 
for the support of over 50 stall holders that joined us 
and locals and visitors alike that came to shop! We felt 
that our first event was a great success and we look 
forward to building on the foundations to create a 
great annual community day out. (See photographs on 
page 2)
Our sincere thanks to everyone that helped coordinate 
the day – your assistance was very much appreciated. 
Our very special thanks also go out to our dedicated 
staff members Kirsten and Evy, who volunteered their 
time and commitment throughout the whole project. 
We would also like to thank the Upper Beaconsfield 
CFA, Cardinia Neighbourhood Watch, CWA, 3MDR 
and the Village Bell who also supported the event. We 
really appreciate your involvement.
Planning has already begun for 2016 and we’d love 
your feedback and ideas. Please don’t hesitate to 
contact me on 5944 3484 or via email coord@ubcc.
org.au

Darlene Stillwell, Coordinator  
Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre
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Treasures from Trove  Marianne Rocke

Reliable Poultry Farm—Grant Bros.
The “Reliable Poultry Farm” was set up by the Grant Bros., 
sons of Thomas Henry Grant, who was manager of Toomuc 
Valley Orchards from 1888 to 1909. Grant introduced 
poultry to his orchard operation to help in the destruction 
of the codlin moths, one of the worst pest of the apple.
His three sons set up the poultry operation on 360 acres 
of the late James Walford’s land, situated along Split Rock 
Road, which they leased for ten years before taking up  
land at Beaconsfield.
Leader, 7 Sep 1901, p21S and 8 Jun 1901, p11 (Ad)

Red Cross
The Berwick/Upper Beaconsfield 
Red Cross Unit continues to raise 
funds supporting both domestic and 
International assistance by Australian Red Cross. The 
Unit has recently raised funds via a street stall, cake 
bake, fashion parade and sale of Postie clothing.
Tickets for the annual Christmas raffle will shortly be  
on sale.
Red Cross Christmas cards, diaries and calendars are on 
sale in the Berwick Mechanics Institute Library and the 
library is also the place to leave used stamps which help 
raise much needed funds for Red Cross. Just tear from 
the envelope leaving a generous amount around the 
stamps to prevent damage.
During November members of the Unit were available 
to serve refreshments at the mobile blood bank at Narre 
Warren North. The next visit to this location by the 
blood bank will be from Monday 1 February to Friday  
5 February. 
Seasons greetings and a happy new year to all. 

Barbara Jackson. 5944 3554

Congratulations
Best Photograph—Finalist—Village Bell
Congratulations to Cameron Rocke whose photograph 

was a finalist in the Best Photograph category at the 
Community Newspaper Association of 

Victoria Awards at the annual conference 
on 10 October. Cameron took an unusual 

photo of the crowd at the ANZAC Day 
service at the local cenotaph, featured 
in the June Village Bell. Judges 

comments:

ANZAC Triptych
A very interesting idea. These three panoramas placed into a 
triptych communicate in a visually unusual way the response 
of the Australian community to ANZAC Day. Close analysis 
of the images show a diverse cross-section of Australian 
society. This highlights and emphasises the fact that the 
Spirit of ANZAC brings us together….no matter what our 
background, or age, we gather to “remember them”. And 
we do it regardless of the weather! A traditional statement 
captured with a creative approach.
Cameron’s photographs feature on the Village Bell covers 
and he has taken some beauties!
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Upper Beaconsfield Kinder
Getting ready for school
As we come to the end of the 2015 kinder year, the kids are 
all excited to be starting their transition programs at school. 
A “school room” has been set up in the kinder for the kids 
to explore. They take turns being students and teachers, 
practising writing and drawing.
The kinder has been fortunate to receive some grants which 
have allowed a new boat to be built in the kinder playground, 
cafe blinds installed and a new rope bridge at the pre-kinder 
and literacy software to be used at both sites. 
An excursion on Puffing Billy has been one of the highlights 
of the term. The kids all enjoyed exploring Emerald Lake 
Park, having a picnic lunch and taking part in a nature 
treasure hunt. 

The AGM has recently been held and we had 
a chance to welcome all the new families and 
returning families for 2016. Many of this year’s 
committee members will be moving on and we would like 
to thank everyone for their contributions through the year. 
Good luck to the new committee, we are sure that you will 
find the experience very rewarding!
“Today we all went on an excursion to Puffing Billy and 
Emerald Lake Park. It was a tiring but very fun day! We 
made flags and waved them out of the window as we 
travelled on the train to Emerald Lake Park, then we stopped 
by the lake to feed the ducks. We walked to the amphitheatre 
to have a picnic, sing some songs and listen to a story. Then 
we went on a nature walk around the park looking at all the 
interesting plants, watching families of ducks and collecting 
things for our ‘nature treasure hunt’ hat bands! After taking 
photos at the station platform, it was time to board the train 
for a ride back to Emerald station.”

Danielle Kruger

“ELC Christmas Party”
All Upper Beacy kids are invited to the annual Early Learning Centre (ELC), Christmas party. Come 
to the Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre Hall on Thursday 3 December between the hours of 
9.30–11.30 am for a morning of Christmas entertainment with face painting, balloons and a disco 
for all ELC age children to enjoy. Santa will also be making a surprise visit and children can have 
their photo taken with Santa. All photos need to be paid for before the day, with a percentage of 
the money raised going to the ELC. So please come along and help us to celebrate this special 
time with the children. We ask that families bring along a plate of food to help us celebrate, 
keeping in mind children with allergies, so no nuts or nut products please. 
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Toy Library is located at the Upper Beaconsfield 
Community Centre. Open 2nd Saturday (9.30–10.30 am) and the 
following Tuesday (4–5 pm) of each month during school term. Phone 
the Community Centre on 5944 3484 for more information or drop us a 
line at upperbeac.toylibrary @ yahoo.com.au   Web ubtl.mibase.com.au 

Changes to our opening times
The library recently reduced its opening times 
from two days a week to two days a month; this 
was mainly due to the current availability of the toy 
library operating team and to reflect the current 
membership usage.
Members have supported the changes to allow for the library to 
remain open. Since the changes, the last two months have shown 
it is doable but limits the flexibility and the number of toys a 
member can borrow. Many members like the extended borrowing 
time but also find the reduced opening times restrictive to what 
can be borrowed and their frequency.
Our last open days for this year will be Tuesday 8 and Saturday 
12 December for toy returns. Membership for 2016 will be 
available on those days or at the Community Centre office during 
office hours. 
Membership is an affordable $40 for the calendar year [February 
to December], which includes the Community Centre’s annual 
membership of $10. A small cost for so many toys.

Committee members needed!
Each year the library requires a team of members to join the 
toy library committee, so that the library remains open. We get 
together four to five times a year or as required. Library opening 
times are operated by committee on a shared basis. Please contact 
the library if you are interested. 

What’s new?
Peppa Pig and her family are 
setting out for their campervan 
holiday visiting toy library first. 
Grandpa Pig is taking George 
and Peppa on a pirate boat 
adventure and Rebecca Rabbit 
has flown in with her helicopter.
Breakfast is waiting to be served 
with our breakfast set for four. 
While toddlers might like to try 
‘My First Cozy Coupe’ Walker. 
Or for children 5 years and over, test your skill on our new junior 
skateboard.

Fundraiser – Last days to order for Christmas…
The library is currently running a toy catalogue fundraiser, open 
to all. If you would like to support the library to raise most needed 

funds, simply go online www.edex.com.au/
fundraising place an order and choose the Upper 
Beaconsfield Toy Library as your nominated 
centre. Order before 6 December for a chance to 
win a family cruise.
Have a “Toyriffic” Christmas; we look forward 
to meeting our current and new members in the 
New Year. 

Upper Beaconsfield 
Early Learning 
Centre
Term 4 has been very 
busy at the Early Learning 
Centre (ELC) with the children completing lots of craft 
and activities based on the spring racing carnival, and 
getting reading for summer with lots of beach-themed 
songs and stories. Also the children have been busy 
putting together their vegetable garden and learning 
how to care for them. We are still looking for donations 
if you would like to donate seeds. 
The staff always has mixed feelings at this time of year 
as we prepare to wave off some of our children to 
kindergarten and school. It is sad to say goodbye to 
the children, as we have known them since they were 
babies, but so exciting to see them growing up and 
moving on. 
We are looking forward to welcoming a new batch of 
children into the ELC family for 2016, and remind 
you that enrolments for 2016 can be made any time by 
visiting our ELC or contacting our office. Don’t wait 
too long, we are filling up quick!
For more information please come into the ELC for 
a visit or telephone us on 5944 3484 between the 
operational hours of 7.30 am–6.30 pm.

“It takes a village to raise a child”

 

Kinder children at Emerald Park Lake
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Upper Beac to Maryborough and beyond

In 1994, Mrs Wendy Arthur was teaching Technology 
Studies at Beaconsfield Upper Primary school. As part of 
the course, she entered the school in the RACV Energy 
Breakthough in Maryborough, Victoria, then in its 4th year. 
Teams of grade 6 students built pushcarts, improved their 
fitness and developed presentations about their projects. The 
school has continued to participate over the years in various 
categories but one of the most popular events is the human 
powered vehicles (HPV). 
The Breakthrough celebrates its 25th year in 2015. Many 
local families have fond memories of supporting the school 
teams by helping with vehicle construction, recruiting 
sponsors, fundraising and many other activities. And of 
course, travelling to Maryborough for a camping weekend in 
November, sometimes more than once. Our kids took their 
enthusiasm for the event to local secondary schools, most of 
which now compete at Maryborough as well as at other large 

events in Wonthaggi, Knox, Bendigo and Casey Fields.
In 2003, the Berwick Secondary College “Firebird” team won 
line honours. The school amassed 576 laps of the 1.3 km 
Human Powered Vehicle Track over 24 hours—a distance of 
about 750 kilometres! 
Upper Beac’s Terry Trevena coordinated the Berwick SC 
program for many years before taking on the job of coach/
team manager for St Margaret’s School in 2005. In the decade 
since, they’ve won 65 categories and fostered 180 riders.

Linda Burridge

The 1995 UBPS pushcart teams with Wendy Arthur

Students from left: Andrew Lardner, Will Livesay, Joel Duggan, 
Daniel Noy, Neil Strohbeck Luke Postlethwaite, Daniel 
Duggan, Dale Wilkinson.  
www.greenspeed.com.au/RACVEBT-Results03.pdf

Terry Trevena  [photo: Katie Harris]
www.racvenergybreakthrough.net/2014/11/12/
st-margarets-school-hpv-ten-years-in-the-
making-interview-with-terry-trevena/

www.racvenergybreakthrough.net/2014/11/12/st-margarets-school-hpv-ten-years-in-themaking-interview-with-terry-trevena/
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Want to swim this summer?
Hot temperatures are forecast this coming summer. Three 
of Cardinia Shire’s four outdoor pool facilities at Pakenham, 
Garfield and Emerald Park Lake Wading Pool will be open 
to the public when the forecast is 26 degrees or more, based 
on the final forecast the day before. A temperature policy 
will also apply to the Koo Wee Rup outdoor pool this season, 
with the facility open on days forecast to reach 22 degrees or 
over the evening before.
On school days, Garfield, Pakenham and Koo Wee Rup 
Pools will open to the public from 3 pm and Emerald from 
12.30 pm.
Facility operating information based on local weather 
forecasts will be updated on the Cardinia Outdoor Pools 
Facebook site once the forecast is available the evening prior.
Operating dates for the summer season for each Outdoor 
Pool facility are:
• Koo Wee Rup to Sunday 27 March, 2016

• Pakenham and Garfield to Sunday 20 March, 2016
• Emerald Lake Park to Monday 14 March, 2016
Each facility will host a number of events and activities 
throughout the summer and there will be many 
opportunities for families to enjoy the Cardinia Outdoor 
Pools. For more information on scheduled events visit  
www.cardiniapools.ymca.org.au.

Cardinia Shire Media Release

Upper Beaconsfield SMS Notification system 
The Upper Beaconsfield SMS Notification System is very 
different and does not in any way replace the Government’s 
Emergency Alert System. To receive any information from 
the Upper Beaconsfield Notification System you must first 
be a registered user. Currently there are over 1 000 residents 
subscribed. It is a volunteer community run notification/ 
education/information system. The Upper Beaconsfield 
System uses a commercial SMS service to send an SMS to 
all registered mobile phone numbers and ring all registered 
landline number and deliver a voice message. This is done 
automatically and simultaneously. Messages will appear on 
your mobile from “U.B.InfoMsg” 
Who manages the system? 
The Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre Inc. administers 
the system by managing the database of phone numbers 
and holding the money paid by residents on trust. Cardinia 
Council provides some funding to assist. The operation side 
of the system is co-ordinated by a number of local residents 
and volunteers who have the ability to send notifications 
should they be required. Some of these organisers are 
local CFA members, Fire Guard Co-ordinators and other 
responsible local residents. 
What information will be provided? 
Information sent out will be advice in relation to Fire Danger 
Periods, ensuring residents are aware of upcoming Extreme 
and Code Red Days, notification of community meetings 
relating to fire and any other messages that relate directly to 
the Upper Beaconsfield Community. It is up to each resident 
to follow the progress of an incident and make their own 
decisions as to their course of action. It is NOT an early 
warning system. 
Can I rely on this service for notification of a bushfire? 
NO. You cannot rely on any one information source. The 
official Government “Emergency Alert” system will provide 

you with as much information as possible when there is a 
bushfire, but it is important to understand that bushfires 
can spread quickly threatening lives and property within 
minutes. If a fire starts nearby you may not receive any 
warning. 
The official Emergency Alert system will only send messages 
to mobile phones within the geographical area determined 
by the CFA. If your phone, or your billing address, are 
outside the nominated area at the time of an incident you 
will not be sent a message under the government system. 
CFA’s Leave Early Policy is very clear that you may not 
be given warning of a fire and will never be told when to 
evacuate. Residents should have a Fire Plan well before a 
threat. It should NOT be relied upon and you should NOT 
remain in the area in the expectation that you will receive a 
warning from this or any other information source. 
What do I do in an emergency? 
Call Triple Zero 000 to report an emergency. In the event of 
a fire monitor ABC radio 774 and official internet sites such 
as CFA or the Bushfire Information Line 1800 240 667. Do 
not stay expecting to get a warning. 
How do I change my information, opt in or out of the 
system? 
Contact the Community Centre at 10- 12 Salisbury Road, 
Upper Beaconsfield, phone 5944 3484, if you want to join 
(cost per phone number is $5), to opt out, or to update your 
details. 
Information on the Government “Emergency Alert” system 
is on the CFA website www.cfa.vic.gov.au

Ed Keon-Cohen – Upper Beaconsfield SMS 
Notification Coordinator 

Ellisa Borne – Community Education 
Coordinator, CFA Southern Metro
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Linking Learning Trial Project
Our involvement with the project has so far enabled us 
to build meaningful relationships with all other “pre-
school” learning organisations in Upper Beaconsfield and 
surrounding areas. One objective of the project has been 
to acknowledge the significant part that parents play as 
educators in the first five years of their child’s life. Our coffee 
and chat sessions, every Wednesday morning at 9.15 am, 
have provided families with a place (our Stadium) where 
they can drop in and meet other families with pre-school 
children. With our Prep Orientation sessions in full swing, 
the children appear to be making the transition to school 
with ease! The children appear confident, ready and excited 
about starting school at BUPS next year. It is anticipated 
that the class size for Preps in 2016 will be approximately 
18 children.
A part of the 2016 plans are to further extend the 
relationship that we have with the community by opening 
our school library to the community, once a week. We would 
like to see our library used as a community learning hub 
for pre-schoolers where they can go and enjoy books, have 
poetry read to them and join in some singing. They will be 
able to borrow books, and crossed fingers, have access to the 
Cardinia Mobile Library that, hopefully, will be stationed in 
the car park between the kinder and the school.

Australia-India Bridge partnership program
Earlier this term, one of our grade 5/6 teachers, Mrs 
Blizzard, hosted Mrs Vinaya Pujari, Headmistress of the 
Primary School from the Bal Bharati Public School, Noida, 

New Delhi. Mrs Blizzard spent the three days in Sydney with 
all other Australian host teachers and their Indian delegates. 
Mrs Pujari spent a week at our school and visited grades 
across the school. As part of the exchange program, she took 
lessons and interacted with our students. She retold some 
Indian folk tales and shared aspects of her Indian culture. 
Mrs Pujari presented a DVD of what life at the Bal Bharati 
Public School looks like and talked about how the children 
learn. Bal Bharati is made up of three schools on the one 
site- the primary, secondary and Montessori schools. A total 
enrolment of about 2500, of which 900 are primary school 
students. On average, each class has 46 children! The website 
for the school is www.bbpsnoida.com 
In mid-November, Mr S. C. Joshi, principal of JNV 
Haridwar, Uttarakhand, India, spent time at BUPS learning 
first-hand about the great education that government schools 
provide in Victoria. Like Mrs Pujari’s visit in October, our 
community embraced Mr Joshi’s visit, sharing much of our 
learning culture at BUPS and the community as a whole.
As part of the Australia-India Partnership, during the 
January school holidays, Mrs Blizzard and Mrs McDonald 
will be visiting India to find out more about the Indian 
education system and how Information and Communication 
Technologies are taught in their schools.
Our teachers will have the opportunity to consolidate and 
extend the global professional learning networks that were 
established at this time with this exchange to the second 
most populous country in the world and an emerging 
economic superpower. It is our vision that within the next 
three to four years, an exchange program between BUPS and 
a New Delhi school will become a reality with about ten of 
our students participating. 

Division Athletics Carnival 
Earlier this term, our Athletics team of 34 members 
competed in a number of track and field events at the 
Division Finals at Casey Fields in Cranbourne. The little 
athletes did themselves and BUPS proud with some amazing 
performances, especially in the long distance, hurdles and 
relay events. A large number of 
them finished either as winners or 
in second place, enabling them to 
participate at the regional finals. 
The following 18 children will 
be our Regional Athletics Team: 
Lauren L, Lachie S, Shanae G, 
Lachie A, Elise S, Diesel M,  
Ryan W, Jett H, Pat G, Billy W,  
Jack S, Kynan A, Moana M,  
Emily B, Amaya C, Damon L,  
Josh W, Luke P. Go Team BUPS!

1500m champ
Congratulations to Lachie A 
(right) for his outstanding 
performance at the State Athletic 
Finals in the 1500 metre event. 
Shaving a further 7 seconds from 
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his previous personal best time, he finished this rather 
gruelling event in 3rd place! An amazing achievement! 
Regrettably, the 1500 metre event is not included at the 
National Championships, for which he would have qualified, 
if it was a different track & field event. Lachie was a member 
of the Victorian Cross Country Team that finished 3rd at the 
National Championships earlier this year. Not a bad double! 

Basketball success
We had three 
teams make it 
into the regional 
finals of the 
McDonald’s 
Hooptime 
Basketball 
Tournament. 
They were the 
Grade 3/4 Boys 
All Stars, the 
Grade 3/4 Future 
Stars and the 
Grade 5/6 Future 
Stars. All three 
did well, winning 
more than 50% 
of their matches. 
Our grade 5/6 
Future Stars team competed at the Kilsyth Stadium. Having 
qualified for one of the finals, whilst in third spot, they 
played the top and undefeated team from another group. 
Although many may have thought that the other team 
was the favourite to win, it didn’t faze our team at all. Our 
children played as a team, with determination and purpose. 
We were leading at half time and well into the second half, 
when an unfortunate injury to one of our players made it 
difficult with team balance.
Unfortunately in the last two minutes, the other team were 
more accurate with their shooting than us, beating our 
guys 11–14. I was very proud of how our children behaved 
during the day, showing excellent respect and sportsmanship 
towards each other and members of the opposing teams. 

Upper Beacy Cup
Traditionally, the Upper Beacy Cup (photo bottom left) 
at BUPS is a learning opportunity in many areas of the 
curriculum. Skills developed include chance, probability, 
possibility, money, place value, cardinal numbers, ordinal 
numbers and have an understanding of some of the results of 
gambling. It is also an opportunity for our grade 6 students 
to join their Prep buddies for some obstacle events.

All children from Prep–grade 6 were invited to “dress up” 
for the occasion. A fashion parade was held, before the 
obstacle events. The grade 3/4s are the fortunate ones who 
get to erect the marquees and enjoy a picnic lunch with 
their class mates. 

A night of notables 
A part of the grade 5 and 6 curriculum, in many parts of 
the world, is the ‘educational research project’ on ‘Leaders 
and Legends’. The project enables students to identify 
an Australian leader or legend, and research them as 
a person, the outstanding contribution that they have 
made to Australia, and the reasons for the interest in that 
particular Leader. The children’s research, findings and 

presentations were amazing. Children presented their work 
at the special Night of Notables that was very well attended 
by parents, grandparents, friends and neighbours. The 
children, dressed in character, appeared confident and proud 
of the leader that they researched. They answered questions 
about the leader, bringing history to life!

School tours and enrolments for 2016
School tours are conducted every Tuesday from 9.15–11 
am. Alternative times are also available. Please contact the 
Office for details. Enrolments for 2016 are still open, for all 
year levels. Please visit our website to get a small glimpse 
of what exciting learning looks like at BUPS and how we 
engage children as they continue to develop their passion for 
learning.

Nick Karanzoulis, Principal
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Showjumping success
The new committee with even newer 
office bearers is going from strength 
to strength and this was borne out by 
the extremely successful show jumping 
event held on Melbourne Cup Day. 
With well over two hundred entries 
Akoonah Park Berwick resembled a 
mini Royal but with superior catering 
and a superior willingness to help. 
The catering kitchen started serving 
breakfast at 7.30 am and the volunteers 
did not stop the food coming until 
every rider had left after 4 pm.
The two rings with their professionally 
built courses had people glued to the 
sidelines with the stewards keeping 
everything running very smoothly. There 
were only two or three minor mishaps 
due to the wet and slippery grass (how 
lucky were we that our event was not on 
Oaks Day) and our little riders are to be 
commended. The older competitors had 
people holding their breath at the height 
and size of the jumps. This exhilarating 
sport had passers-by coming in from 
the street to watch! A huge raffle with 
instant prizes brought in over nine 
hundred dollars profit for the little club 
and again we make mention of the great 
food cooked and served by Jo and her 
helpers as the club coffers swelled from 
their efforts. Later in the day the icy 
poles from Foodworks Upper Beac were 
very welcome even if our judges and 
announcer did not have time to enjoy 
any of them.
Mention must also be made of the 
sponsors and the overwhelming, unstinting support they 

offered. Cash and prizes 
for the winning riders 
turned this day into 
something special. Racing Victoria 
supplied five prize packs for the best 
performed Off the Track thoroughbreds. 
Pakenham Racing Club, Greystone 
Vacuums, Westlink Consulting, Cardinia 
Council, Kleev Homes, Cootes Quarry 
Products, Phenix De Victoria, South 
Eastern Equine Hospital, Lokaway 
Pty. Ltd., CD Wilson & Sons, Upper 
Beaconsfield Primary School all donated 
large amounts of cash to the Pony Club 
for their special inaugural showjumping 
day. Horseware Ireland provided rugs 
for winners, Katja Weimann and Callum 
Buczak gave lesson vouchers which 
were keenly sought. Other fantastic 
prizes were donated by Salts of The 
Earth Pakenham, Hyland Sportswear, 
Phenix Hairdressing, Cadence Horse 
Training, Equestrian Life, Upper 
Beaconsfield Pharmacy, Halt At X 
Equestrian Fashion, Thrifty Link Upper 
Beac, EFO Pakenham, MegaHorse, 
Officer Grain Store, Emily Hill Farm, 
Horseland, Pakenham Produce, Big 
Wet, Beaconsfield Home Hardware, 
Jason’s Restaurant and Paul Owens 
HorseVetDentist!
Next year this event will be EVEN 
BIGGER.

Helen, Committee 
Upper Beaconsfield Pony Club

After show jumping there was swimming 
in the creek. Avril Charman, aged 9

Ruby Keon-Cohen on ‘Ashes’

Congratulations ... 
to Sarah Laukart (below on ‘Lakevale 
Simon’) from the Upper Beaconsfield 
Pony Club who came second in Class 
2A PCAV E Grade and won Class 3B 
Open 70cms 
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A good start to the 
season
It’s been a big start to the 2015/16 season for the Upper 
Beaconsfield Cricket Club, both on and off the field!
On the field, the club is 
fielding record numbers, 
with four senior sides 
taking the field each week. 
While in the juniors, 
we are also fielding two 
under 10 and 12 teams, as 
well as an under 14 and 
16 team.
The club has had success 
on field, with all teams 
tasting some sort of 
success.
Some of the club 
initiatives put into place 
during the off-season 
have already proven a hit, with a hugely successful Buddy 
Night (above) taking place early in the season.
This saw every junior player partnered with a senior “buddy” 
for the season, with the aim to bring the junior and senior 
sections of the club closer together.
We’re also recently held a great trivia night, while our 
upcoming Christmas Breakup will be a great hit!
Our senior coach Bathiya Perera has led from the front 
for the club, dominating with the bat to be one of the 
competition’s leading run scorers.

We’ve also had some great highlights in some 
of the lower grades, with club legend John 
Kett scoring another century, while junior 
coordinator Matthew Curtain also reached 
triple figures.
With the ball, Kyle Gibbs has led the way in the First XI, 

while Andrew McDonald 
has been a dominant 
figure in our C grade 
team.
In the junior divisions, 
Spencer Andersen has 
been a revelation with 
the bat in the under 16s 
(as well as in the seniors 
in the seconds!), while 
young leg spinner Harry 
Sharlassian has been 
spinning webs so far this 
year with his leggies.
The club is extremely 
proud of the way all 
our junior players have 

conducted themselves this season, particularly those who 
have made the step up to the seniors.
As always, the Maroons welcome any potential players in 
both the junior and senior ranks, with positions available to 
all junior age groups, as well as for players of any ability in 
the seniors!
To get in contact with the club, contact president Damien 
Bayard on 0417 372 774

Julian Bayard

A serve from the 
Tennis Club
The UBTC Xmas Party is on 5 December. 
Come along and watch some great tennis Grand Finals of all 
events. Don’t forget to bring your tennis racquet.

Interested in playing tennis?
The club has a vast array of day and night tennis available 
for all the family, mid-week ladies, mixed night tennis is 
on Monday – Tuesday – Wednesday and Thursday nights, 
Saturday and Sunday juniors, Saturday afternoon seniors 
and pennant. Contact the club below for more information. 
If you would like to know more about the Upper 
Beaconsfield Tennis Club and how you can get 
involved in the great game of tennis simply email us at 
upperbeaconsfieldtc@gmail.com or check out our website 
www.tennis.com.au/upperbeaconsfield We are also on 
facebook.
Don’t forget the Australia Day 2016 mixed doubles event.
Grab yourself a partner and have a great time – email club 
for more info

Matt Hutchinson

Emerald Lakers 
Basketball Club
Emerald Lakers Basketball Club is 
now holding training session at the 
Emerald Primary School, Heroes 
Avenue, Emerald. All members 
will now enjoy a state of the art 
Basketball training facility for the 
use of all Lakers training sessions. 
Training sessions run for all ages on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesdays.

The club is strongly supported by parents and players who 
also participate as coaches, team managers and committee 
members. Emerald Lakers has always been committed to 
providing non discriminative opportunities for all levels 
of players to join in and have some fun regardless of their 
skill while catering for all junior domestic players who want 
to participate in basketball. For all registration enquiries 
go to www.emeraldlakers.com.au or email: enquiries@
emeraldlakers.com.au

GO LAKERS!
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Cardinia Beaconhills Golf Links
The Club’s annual fundraising 
day, Phoenix Day, was 
a resounding success in 
October with funds raised 
from members and guests. 
Golfers were treated to a fun day out on the golf course with 
a betting hole and various raffles and a silent auction. Thank 
you to all that have supported us on our Phoenix Day. 
The Club acknowledges new partnerships with Bank of 
Melbourne, HFH Auto dealership and iTalk Travel. The 
new partnerships aim to value adds the membership in 
Cardinia Beaconhills. Members will reap benefits of reduced 
membership fees when taking up offers from our new 
partners. 
Our first Beaconhills Golf Premier League finished last 
week with the team The Hackers winning bragging rights 
defeating Snake Club for the title. Bob Walpole from the 
Brady Bunch team was the Most Valuable Player.
Our Wednesday Twilight continues to be a hit with our 
members and local community golfers. Come on down on 
Wednesday afternoons for a quick 9 holes game and join us 
for great value for money meals after. Our Twilight Menu 
sample is available on our website. If you are looking for 
something to grab on Wednesday nights, come up to the golf 
club! No bookings required. 

Live music
Are your Sundays getting boring? Come and join us with live 
music for a great Sunday session, every Sunday, from 1–5 
pm. Visit our website for more details. 
Christmas is fast around the corner! Come up to the golf 
club during the holidays for a round of golf or footgolf.
For any enquiries, call 5945 9210 or visit our website  
www.beaconhillsgolf.com.au. Visit our Facebook page on 
www.facebook.com/beaconhillsgolf

Fiza Errington

2015 Doris Chambers Winners—Libby Michell 
(left) and Ros Harding

Nightingale 2015 winners:  
Blake Cunningham (left) and Joe Karac 

Phoenix Day Raffle winner—Neil McCann 

Congratulations to the following winners 
from the past months: 

• Matt Coates – Winner of 
Founders Trophy

• Ray Robertson – Runner up 
Founders Trophy 

• Marilyn Ford – A Grade Spring 
Classic

• Liz Wong – B Grade Spring 
Classic 

• Libby Michell/Ros Harding – 
Doris Chambers Foursomes

• Jenny Chandler – A Grade 
Honour Brooch winner 

• Joe Karac – Winner of Frank 
Nightingale Matchplay 

Championship 
• Blake Cunningham – Runner up 

of Frank Nightingale Matchplay 
Championship

• Jim Harper – Winner of 
Australian Masters Challenge 

• Mark Dowler/Libby Michell 
– Winner of Lex Hoogenboom 
trophy 

• Hole in One 
 o George Grant, 15th hole,  

 24 September 
 o Joel Simons, 11th hole,  

 26 September 
 o Alec Greig, 6th hole,  

 24 October 



Are you walking on ”Egg Shells” around your partner?
or

Are you angry with the people you care about most?

Call David Nugent today for an appointment

0401 766 877
  www.heavymetalgroup.com.au

(Mention this advert for a 25% discount for your 1st appointment) 

Anger 
Management  Brad BATTIN mp

State Member for GEMBROOK

Proudly Local

www.bradbattin.com.au 
 5/6-8 Langmore Lane, Berwick 3806    9796 1987

 brad.battin@parliament.vic.gov.au

Authorised by B Battin, 5/6-8 Langmore Lane, Berwick

Bill Ogilvie
Bronze Sculptor

Appointments/enquiries  
5944 4103
billogilvie@bronzesculptor.com.au

Studio/Gallery
Upper Beaconsfield



FCA Financial Pty Ltd is a Corporate Authorised Representative of Aon Hewitt Financial Advice ABn 13 091 225 642 AFSL no: 239183         iguana.4602

5944 4813 fcafinancial.com.au

Your local financial 
advisers with combined 
industry experience of 
over 50 years.
n Life Insurance
n Superannuation
n Income Protection
n Trauma Insurance

n Total and Permanent Disablement (TPD)
n Home, Investment and Business Loans
n Retirement Planning
n Financial Advice

Upper Beaconsfield residents – drop in!
(great coffee!)

no charge for first appointments 
or call Jen Southgate or Ashley Davidson on 5944 4813.

Subscribe to our free newsletter by emailing admin@fcafinancial.com.au

FCA Financial’s Meeting Room and Boardroom are available for use.  
Please contact us to make a booking.

SAGE ACCOUNTING
MARK A SAGE

• Accountant
• Business Consultant
• SMSF Advisor/Manager
• Registered Tax Agent

49 Beaconsfield-Emerald Road, Beaconsfield Upper
P: 5944 3734     M: 0400 865 595
E: masage@tpg.com.au

CLIFFORD
ELECTRICS
  electrical contractors
Industrial – Commercial – Domestic

PO Box 368
Upper Beaconsfield 3808
Ph: 5944 4773
Fax: 5944 4776
fcliff@bigpond.net.au

PTY 
LTD

Frank 0418 329 639
Leigh 0419 567 243

REC 2631

KAYE CHARLES REAL ESTATE
UPPER BEACONSFIELD’S #1 AGENT

KCRE have been Upper Beaconsfield’s number 1 performing 
agent & area specialists over the last 13 years – selling homes in 
the Village centre to large acreage & everything in between. 

ETHICS 
We pride ourselves on being a vendor’s agent & conducting 
ethical behaviour at all times, while achieving the highest possible 
price, in a prompt manner. 

EXPERIENCE
We have the credentials & experience to provide the best possible 
service. We have the skill set to negotiate in the most professional 
manner for each & every one of our vendors.  

REPUTATION 
Most of our clientele are either repeat clients or have been referred 
to our agency.

MARKETING 
Our agency offers good old fashioned service while adopting 
today’s latest technology.

Honesty is our Policy

kayecharles.com.au        03 9707 0111

kayecharles.com.au
fcafinancial.com.au
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Trenching work 
Drains cleared 
Ground levelling 
Driveways repaired 
Other minor works 

ALAN DENNY 
0427 686 243   
9707 4105 

MINI EXCAVATOR HIRE 

FARM AND PROPERTY SERVICES 

VILLAGE BELL BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
Thank you to Village Bell advertisers who service and support the Upper 
Beaconsfield community. Advertising enquiries contact 5944 3219  
or advertising.villagebell@gmail.com 

 ACCOUNTANTS 

Casey Partners Pty Ltd 
  Business Advisors and Accountants 
  Financial Planning   
  Self‐Managed Superannuation Fund Administrators 

67‐69 High Street, Berwick 
9707 2788 

CELEBRANT 

MARRIAGE CELEBRANT 
Matt McDonald BA DipEd 

Meaningful celebrations for weddings, funerals and namings 
5944 3860    0407 845 135 

fivemacs@netspace.net.au 

KOONKIE WOORUN 
Angora Stud (est. 1974) 

Angora does and kids 
available early January 
Mohair sales to handspinners 
 

Hilary and Arthur Day 
Tel: 5944 3321 or  0417 038 935 
hmday@ozemail.com.au 

 ANGORA STUD 
 

Petruccelli Art Classes 
Adult art classes in oil & pastel painting 
Sunday mornings, Monday mornings 
or Monday afternoons  
102 Stoney Creek Rd Upper Beaconsfield  

5944 3224 

 ART CLASSES 

AUTOMOTIVE 

ROVING AUTOMOTIVE — Mobile mechanical services 
Servicing the area for over 13 years. All types of servicing and repairs. 

● 4WD specialist   ● Electrical repair 
● Accessory lighting   ● Battery systems 

Call Colin  0414 603 526 

CLEANING SERVICES 

WINDOW CLEANING 

JOHN PLOWMAN 
23 years exper ience  

0418 597 630 

1 

BUILDER 

ANN BENTLEY 
Shop 2, 

31‐33 Beaconsfield‐Emerald Rd 
Upper Beaconsfield 

Fax: 5944 3571 
info@rivendellconveyancing.com.au 

CONVEYANCING 

Rivendell 
CONVEYANCING PTY LTD 
 

5944 3566 

 COMPUTER SERVICES 

 BUSINESS COMPUTING SPECIALISTS 

• On‐site Service  • Networking   
• Hardware  • Software   

27 Intrepid St Berwick 

1300 85 39 39 

 

Victorian Equestrian Centre 
 EQUESTRIAN 

5944 3751 
www.vechorse.com.au 
• Lessons  • Camps • Trail rides 
• Clubs • Quality agistment 

CHIROPRACTOR 

beaconsfield chiropractic  
Craig Carter    Steve Pratt    Sergio Carlei 

9796 1110 
16 Wood St, Beaconsfield 

BAKERY 

Up The Hill Bakehouse 
Fruit Mince TARTS!  
1 for $2.20 or 6 for $11 
Christmas puddings  
Christmas cakes  
Order now for Christmas 

5944 4416 
Open Mon–Fri  

6am–5pm,  
Sat 7am–1pm 

Merry Christmas And  Happy New Year to all our valued customers! 
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Casey Financial Planning Pty Ltd 
has been working in the 
Pakenham and Berwick areas 
since 2001. We continue to help 
our clients grow, manage and 
protect their wealth. 
 
We can help you create the 
financial security that lets you 
focus on what’s really important 
in your life.  

For more information, 
or to make an 
appointment, call us 
today. 
 
Casey Financial 
Planning 
67–69 High Street 
Berwick VIC 3806 
Ph: 03 9769 9899 

Authorised representative of Genesys Wealth Advisers Ltd 
www.genesysadvisers.com.au/Berwick 
ABN 20 060 778 216  
Australian  Financial Services Licence 232686 
Principal Member of the FPA 

Living well, 
loving life 

Genesys Wealth Advisers 

FINANCIAL PLANNING 

EXECUTIVE LANDSCAPES 
Design & Construction 

Brick, Stone & Cobblestone Paving 
Rock & Water Features    Bobcat & Tipper Hire 

0403 322 409  
www.executivelandscapes.com.au  

GARDEN LANDSCAPE DESIGN 

BLUE HILLS LANDSCAPE  
●  Design & Construction 

●  Residential & Commercial 

IAN MERRIGAN     www.bluehillslandscape.com.au  

30 years experience   LV MEMBER   0411 625 422    5942 7667 

GENERAL STORE, HARDWARE 

 

UPPER BEACONSFIELD GENERAL STORE 
Open 7 days  5944 3310 

 HARDWARE 

 GARDEN SUPPLIES 

 FIREWOOD 

 GAS BOTTLES 

 NEWSAGENT 

 STOCKFEED 

 GIFTS/PLANTS 

 DRYCLEANING 

 General Store Café 
Sundays only 

Coffee/pot of tea with cake/muffin 

770 Bourkes Creek Road Dewhurst 3808 

5944 3971                   0418 124 038 

EM I LY   H I L L   FA RM  
ADVANCED TREES, ORGANIC BLUEBERRIES & FRUITS 

 Advanced trees  

 Blueberry plants  

 Blueberries fresh in season 
and frozen, while stocks last 

 Lemons, limes, rhubarb 

FARM GATE PRODUCE 

TREE & STUMP REMOVAL 
• Trees lopped   • Rubbish removal 
• Slashing   • Wood splitting or hire 
• Clean ups, domestic & commercial 
• On site mulching   • Hedges & edges 

 

Grant Andrewartha  0411 331 573 
Graeme Pateman  0409 707 266 

FARM AND PROPERTY SERVICES 

GARDENING SERVICES 

 

 • Ride‐on & hand mowing   • Garden maintenance   
 • Rubbish removal    • Trimming   • Handyman service 

BERT MOSTERD     0402 472 996 

CUTTING TIME GARDENS & SERVICES 
 Ride On & Hand Mowing 
 Hedging & Pruning 
 Garden Maintenance 
 Rubbish Removed 
 Gutters Cleaned 
 Painting 
 Chimney Sweeping 

Quality services at a competitive rate 
Tony 0410 451 741     Steve 0409 970 717 
*Free quotes *Fully insured *Reliable *Guaranteed satisfaction 

0431 151 787 
4x4 Tractor with Front End Loader  

1.7t Excavator 
emeraldtractor@gmail.com 

Slashing   
Rotary Hoeing 
Post Hole Digging  
Driveways Graded 
Gravel and Mulch spread  
General Property Cleanups  
Maintenance to Fences and Gates 

Drains 
Trenching 
Shed Cuts 

Animal Burial 
Augering up to 3m 

Removal of Fallen Trees 
General Chainsaw Work 
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LAWYER 

MEPSTEAD LAWYERS 
Timothy Mepstead 
Barrister & Solicitor 

Pakenham   5941 5166    F  5941 5177 
Yarra Junction  5967 1379    F  5967 2177 
mepstead@netspace.net.au 

POST OFFICE 
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PAUL LA ROCHE 
5944 3320 

Fax: 5944 3305 Mob 0417 356 135 
larocheair@bigpond.com.au 

143 Stoney Creek Road 
Upper Beaconsfield   

Air Conditioning Mechanical Services 
ABN 36 981 265 804  Licence #29118 

Air Conditioning, Mechanical Services, General Plumbing, Water Renewals,  
Heating & Ventilation, Maintenance, Repairs, Split Systems 

PLUMBERS 

BURRIDGE BROTHERS PLUMBING 
 • Plumbing  • Split Systems 

• Gasfitting  • Blocked Drains 
 

Glenn   0417 571 455 
Lic. No. 20750 

DJ PRINTING 
PRINTER 

All your printing needs 
for you or your business          

DAVID HARVEY 
5944 3385  

Email  djprint@tpg.com.au      Mob 0400 45 75 05 

FIT HAPPENS HEALTH & FITNESS 
STUDIO IN UPPER BEACONSFIELD   

Get in shape  Lose weight  Build strength   
Personal training, solo or buddies  Small group sessions 

Contact Lisa 0439 303 198  /  lisa_howe06@hotmail.com 

PERSONAL TRAINING  

Renovate by resurfacing 
We specialise in kitchen and bathroom resurfacing makeovers. 
Resurfacing is around 1/3 the cost of traditional renovations. 

For more information go to 
www.sustainablemakeovers.com.au 

or call Rick on 0407 097 525 

 Full kitchens 
 Bench tops 
 Full bathrooms 
 Bath tubs 
 Shower bases 
 Flooring 

 Repair and resurface 
driveways 

 All outdoor paved areas 
 Permanently restore dirty, 

stained and mouldy grout 
lines 

RENOVATION 

 

Neilson Partners 
BERWICK 

57 High Street 
9707 6000 

NARRE WARREN 
418 Princes Hwy 

9705 4888 

PAKENHAM 
130 Main Street 

5941 4444 
neilsonpartners.com.au 

first 
national 
R E A L  E S T A T E  

Property & Pest Inspections  
Same day reports by email  
James Coughlin  
0417 532 605  
james@eaglepi.com.au 
www.eaglepi.com.au  

REALESTATE, RESIDENTIAL SERVICES 

 Gifts 
 Books 
 Toys  
 Greeting cards 
 Passport photos 

 Stationery 
 Printer cartridges 
 Pay bills 
 Banking 

Mon to Fri 9–5, Sat  9–12.  Tel 5944 3200 

Upper Beaconsfield Post Office 

PHILIP COOK & COMPANY 
HOME MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS 
Bathrooms & kitchens   Extensions and alterations 
Painting & decorating   Property maintenance 

‘No job too small’ 

0497 843 305    5944 3987    
Fully insured Over 30 years’ experience Free estimates 

HOME MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS 

ANIMAL FEEDING 
We care for your animals—feeding of all domestic and 
rural animals and dog walking. We can check your 
house for security and water your plants while you 
are away. Economical rates.    

Call Felicity on   5944   4509        or       0409   444   509  

PET SERVICES 

UPPER BEACONSFIELD COMMUNITY HALL 
Engagement  • Anniversary  • Reunion 

Club function  • Fundraiser  • Capacity 80 

Enquiries 5944 3219        helen.r.smith@iinet.net.au 

SWIMMING POOLS ‐ NEW 

 
 
 
 
 

BACK IN UPPER BEACONSFIELD 
 

YOUR LOCAL QUALITY 
SWIMMING POOL BUILDER 

Contact  Terry Steel 0499 990 363 
Email  sales@seaspraypools.com.au 
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Support the Village Bell in 2016 
The Bell is produced by volunteers. We publish quarterly and 
deliver to every letter box in Upper Beaconsfield. We ask each 
household to donate $5 per year which helps cover the Village 
Bell’s production costs. Subs can be paid at the Community Centre, 
General Store or Post Office. If you live elsewhere we can mail the 
Village Bell to you.  As the cost of mailing out has increased, in 
2016 we will charge $10 to cover subs and the cost of postage. 

If you find it easier to pay by online banking, send payment to  
Commonwealth Bank of Australia,  Account Upper Beaconsfield 
Association Inc BSB 063‐549, Account number 0080‐0228.  Tag 
your payment with your name and VBsubs so we know who sent it.   

VETERINARY SERVICES 

 

Horse dentistry for the 21st century 
Performance floating for competition horses 
Remedial dentistry / bit seating 
Foal, adult & senior horse dental checks 

Dr Paul Owens 
Veterinary Surgeon BVSc MRCVS 

Horse Vet Dentist 
0451 664 373 
www.horsevetdentist.com.au 

We are listed on  
EQUINE DENTAL VETS 

www.equinedentalvets.com.au 

A message from your local travel representative Mary Oke 

Due to renovations next door our location is no longer suitable so 
we are stepping into the new age and bringing the service to YOU. 
Emerald Lake Travel will continue to trade at 354 Main St Emerald 
until 31 January. 

We are making arrangements for another meeting place in the heart 
of Emerald. The Community House two doors down at 356 Main St 
has offered room. We also plan to bring travel service to you at your 
home.  We remain contactable on the same email address and 
phone numbers. For all your travel needs contact Mary on— 

elt@nex.net.au     5968 5222     0447 556 878 

TRAVEL AGENT 

EMERALD LAKE TRAVEL 

 
SWIMMING POOLS 
Sales, Construction and Installation 

0400 928 488 
Matt McArthur 

www.wetfeetpools.com.au 

SWIMMING POOLS contd 

At Christmas 
"In that region there were shepherds living in the fields 
keeping watch over their flocks by night. Then an Angel of The 
Lord stood before them and they were terrified. But the Angel 
said to them "Do not be afraid, for see—I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this 
day in Bethlehem a Saviour who is the Messiah, The Lord".  

So they went in haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
child lying in a manger. When they saw this they made known 
what had been told them about this child and all who heard  it 
were amazed at what the shepherds told them. (Luke2:8‐18) 

Around Saint John’s 
The final quarter of 2015 has seen the completion of the new 
garden beds around St John's. Several working bees were 
coordinated by the UB Beautification Group and assisted by St 
John's members who also provided superb morning teas! 

Our sincere thanks to Jenny and the Group for their time, 
effort, plans and knowledge. Our thanks also to the UB 
Association for assisting by paying for the stump grinding.  And 
to the Church members who contributed towards the 
purchase of the plants.  All the plants are establishing well.  

After such a successful team effort it was decided to host a 
Community Dinner on 10 October.  The Committee worked 
well together and the work was well delegated so that no one 
was swamped. There were more than 70 people in the Church 
Hall for a cheerful evening, with hot food, warm smiles and 
really funky local musicians!   

Services 
The Church year is now entering Advent in the build‐up to 
Christmas celebrations.  Christmas services will be on 
Christmas Eve following the Community Carols in the Park, 
and Christmas Day at 0930. 

Thank you 
St John's extends many thanks to Jeanette for coordinating 
the Op Shop this year.  This Shop is a source of hard work and 
genuine fun for all its volunteers. There is an ongoing need for 
more people interested in joining the Team.  

 

St John's wishes all in Upper 
Beaconsfield a most happy and 

blessed Christmas Season 


