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Anzac Day 25 April 2016
A recital of “A Soldier’s Kiss” by Kerry Bail from the Upper Beaconsfield Riding Club 
featured prominently in this year’s ceremony. Pony Club members attended Anzac Day 
as a tribute to the soldiers listed on the cenotaph who worked with horses during the war. 
Bottom right: Some members of the public laid a twig of rosemary on the cenotaph.

A Soldier’s Kiss
by Henry Chappell 1874-1937
Only a dying horse! Pull off the gear, 
And slip the needless bit from frothing jaws, 
Drag it aside there, leaving the road way clear, 
The battery thunders on with scarce a pause.
Prone by the shell-swept highway there it lies 
With quivering limbs, as fast the life-tide fails, 
Dark films are closing o’er the faithful eyes 

That mutely plead for aid where none avails.
Onward the battery rolls, but one there speeds 
Heedlessly of comrades voice or bursting shell, 
Back to the wounded friend who lonely bleeds 
Beside the stony highway where he fell.
Only a dying horse! He swiftly kneels, 
Lifts the limp head and hears the shivering sigh 
Kisses his friend, while down his cheek there steals 
Sweet pity’s tear, “Goodbye old man, Goodbye”.
No honours wait him, medal, badge or star, 
Though scarce could war a kindlier deed unfold; 
He bears within his breast, more precious far 
Beyond the gift of kings, a heart of gold.
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 Do you know this bird?
This bird is the bird emblem of Victoria and is found only in 
this state. It is also the logo of Beaconsfield Upper Primary 
School. The photograph on the left was provided by Kim 
Wormald, and is reproduced with permission. See more of 
her beautiful bird images at http://www.lirralirra.com/
In April, The Australian Plant Society Wilson Park-Berwick 
Group hosted a public meeting “Saving the Helmeted 
Honeyeater from extinction” at Beaconsfield Community 
Complex. The guest speaker was Bob Anderson, President of 
Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater.
Bob gave an informative talk about the work of the FOHH 
group which has toiled since 1989 to protect the honeyeaters 
and regenerate their habitat in Yellingbo, the last site of these 
birds in the wild. In 1989 there were only 50 birds left. The 
combined efforts of FOHH, Melbourne Water, schools and 
community volunteers over many years have now built the 
bird numbers up to 192 by restoring honeyeater habitat, 
conducting the breeding program, fencing out feral animals 
and raptor education for the birds. 
Upper Beaconsfield has a long association with these birds. 
The honeyeaters used to live along Cardinia Creek in 
the Montuna Golf Club area and further north along the 
tributary of Stoney Creek. Roger Francey (climate scientist, 
past president of the Upper Beaconsfield Association and 
1981 Upper Beaconsfield Citizen of the Year) spoke at the 
meeting of the early concerns of the UBA with the Helmeted 

Honeyeaters’ plight. Roger has provided the UBA with a 
copy of an academic study undertaken by JCZ Woinarski 
and BJ Wykes Decline and extinction of the Helmeted 
Honeater at Cardinia Creek published in 1983. 
There’s a fascinating article by George Silberbauer in the 
Village Bell, issue 4, February 1979 which describes the early 
sightings. To read the full article, search the Village Bell 
archive online at https://upperbeaconsfield.org.au/village-
bell  by typing in Helmeted Honeyeaters. It is amusing to 
read there was once a nudist camp in the vicinity of Eric 
Bumpstead’s orchard. George dryly comments “just what 
kind of birds were they observing?”
Already in dangerous decline in previous decades, by the 
late 70s and early 80s the long drought was setting in and 
the remaining local honeyeaters were wiped out by the Ash 
Wednesday bushfire in 1983.
It is important that other areas as well as Yellingbo are 
restored to ensure the species survival in case of other fires. 
Bob Anderson recently visited the revegetation area along 
Cardinia Creek area north of Inglis Road in Berwick. Bob 
said at the meeting he thinks this is a good start. But it will 
need a concerted effort from local and state authorities 
and support groups to secure the continued survival of the 
Helmeted Honeyeaters. 

Helen Smith

ANZAC Day reflections 
ANZAC Day means more to you after 
you have left the services than while you 
are in, with the exception of ANZAC 
Day in Baghdad (pictured below). For 
me that was the best dawn service I have 
ever attended, the most touching and 
thought provoking. The key speaker at 
the ceremony was a Turkish Colonel.

ANZAC Day is not a celebration, it is a 
commemoration. In Upper Beaconsfield, 
some of the descendants of the soldiers 
killed in WW1 knock in the little crosses. 
There are 4 or 5 of them. Some of the 
soldiers’ names are the names of some 
of our streets. It’s an intensely local 
connection that you don’t see in many 
areas.

I feel very welcome here. My first 
ANZAC Day in Upper Beaconsfield was 
one of the best ones I had in ages and it 
has been good ever since. The numbers 
here are great, even though there is no 
advertising and I enjoy the 2-up at the 
Pine Grove.
I think there needs to be some story 
telling at services so people can 
understand about what has happened. 
It’s about trying to link the past to the 
present, to contextualise it. [An article 
starting on page 11 of this Village Bell has 
done just that.]
You can’t replicate the camaraderie that 
returned soldiers feel for one another 
anywhere else. It goes to the heart of 
the formation of the RSL. Although our 
RSL here is a pretty small bunch, they 
maintain some strong traditions.
There is a risk of ANZAC Day becoming 
a little jingoistic, but it isn’t in Upper 
Beaconsfield. It could be because most 
people are removed from people who 
served, I am not sure.
When I had a few friends posted in 
Melbourne I used to go into the city 
and I’ve done the march a few times. I 
normally go to the dawn service in Narre 
Warren. I have met a few East Timor, 

Iraq and Vietnam vets around Berwick 
and Upper Beaconsfield. There is a small 
group of guys that I tend to have a few 
beers with now.
Most of my classmates from Duntroon 
have left the army now of their own 
accord. Most people just find a logical 
point to move on. When I have met 
vets who were involuntarily medically 
discharged who wanted a longer career, 
they can be bitter about what happened 
many years later.
In our free society people should (with 
respect to others who attend ANZAC 
Day services) be free to do as they wish 
on ANZAC day. 

Andrew Varga

Andrew Varga
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Month 45 yr av. 2015 2016
Jan 63.6 36.7 89.7
Feb 58.4 55.7 15.6
Mar 64.2 29.5 46.4
Apr 78.3 76.5 74.9
May 86.1 83.3
Jun 80.3 24.4
Jul 78.6 76.1
Aug 85.7 105.1
Sep 90.6 49.2
Oct 94.3 19.3
Nov 86.5 51.3
Dec 80.4 47.3
Total 947 mm 654.4 mm

Rainfall at “Barkala”, 
Beaconsfield–Emerald Road

For the first four months of 2016 the 
rainfall total is 226.6 mm compared to 
the 45 year average of 264.5 mm. This 
compares favourably with the drought 
conditions (198.4 mm) over these four 
months in 2015.

George Moir

Thank you to our subscribers: 
Benson Ann & Ray - Berglund-Dack Family - Boura Nancy - Brennan P & J - 
Bryen Rosemary - Budd John - Conn Melinda - Cougan C - Edison Rebecca 
- Field Brenda - Fitzgerald Mike & Bron - Grant  R O & D M - Halfpenny M 
& P - Hamilton Stan - Haywood O - Hill P A - Le Brocq N - Leonard Donita 
- Marinic Carolyn & Glenn - McCann Family - McCormick Jenny & Mile - 
Medwin Joan & Barry - Moir George - Perrin Karen & John - Robert Neil & 
Sandra - Rose Peter - Sankey Andrew & Sarah - Summons Douglas - Thomson 
Glenn - Wall S & J - White Dianne - Wood Elaine

Planning for the next  
Village Festival
The Upper Beaconsfield Village 
Festival Committee is now seeking new 
committee members to join the fun, 
in planning our next Village Festival. 
It is a great way to be part of our close 
knit community and volunteer your 
skills and experience to help make our 
festival bigger and brighter each year. 
We are currently looking for people 
to fill the following roles such as, 
Entertainment Coordinator, Stall 
Holder Liaison, General Committee 
and Administration. Meetings are 
held the first Monday of each month 
at 11 am at the Men’s Shed in Upper 
Beaconsfield. 
If you are interested or would like 
more information, please email 
ubvillagefest@gmail.com or call 
Michelle 0408 001 554.

ICYMI—news roundup
Since the March Village Bell the social and mainstream media have reported 
news relating to Upper Beaconsfield. In case you missed it here is a summary:

Car crash Boundary Road
March 30. A driver escaped after his car crashed into a tree and burst into 
flames near the bridge over the creek. Reported in the Gazette online. Four 
CFA trucks attended. 

RJ Chambers Reserve
April 19. The Gazette reported that walkers in the reserve in Bourke Creek 
Road came across a thief who had broken their cars’ windows and taken cash 
and items. 

Local supermarket robbery
March 14. The Gazette first reported the robbery online. 
April 22. It was pleasing to read on that police have now charged a 30-year-
old man. He is expected to front court in June on four additional robbery 
charges. We extend our best wishes to Pramod and his family and hope that 
they have recovered from this nasty ordeal.

Rubbish dumping Bourke Creek Road
May 3. Posted on the Emerald and surrounding region Facebook page “A 
large pile of household trash was dumped on Bourkes Creek Road near 
Dewhurst. We are so disgusted at this behaviour that we decided to pull over 
and investigate (and found) many cards/papers with the same name on them. 
We have reported to Emerald police and Cardinia Shire and really do hope 
that further charges are laid.”

Carjacking scare Emerald-Beaconsfield Road
May 6. First posted on Emerald and surrounding region Facebook page. 
May 9. 3AW news Neil Mitchell radio interview.
May 10. Also reported in the Pakenham Gazette with comments by local 
police.
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Friends of 
Salisbury Gully
You may have read our previous updates in the 
Village Bell regarding the activities of the Friends 
of Salisbury Gully as we have made gradual 
progress over the last year or so, tackling the 
environmental weeds, grading the walking track 
and preparing for replanting. This phase of our 
work has been part of a project which was funded 
by the Victorian Department of Environment, 
Land, Water and Planning, whose support has 
been greatly appreciated.
Our work has continued over the past couple of 
months, with the preparation of two seating areas. 
By the time you read this, the new seats will be in place, 
ready for visitors!  These seats have been manufactured from 
heavy duty recycled plastic, and will hopefully last for a very 
long time. Salisbury Gully has always been a beautiful place 
to walk and enjoy the views and the birdlife, but it will be a 
great bonus to be able to stop there and sit down for a while. 
One seat will be placed close to the start of the entrance path, 
so that it will be easily accessible even to those with limited 
mobility, allowing everyone to enjoy this beautiful place. 
Two more seats will be placed a short walk further along 
the path, where visitors or groups of walkers will be able to 
pause. A low retaining wall has been built behind the seats to 
stabilise the base of the bank, and the bank itself will shortly 
be replanted with ground covering indigenous plants. 
We would like to thank the Upper Beaconsfield Men’s Shed 
for its assistance in the construction and installation of these 
seats. This is one of many community projects that the Men’s 
Shed has been able to assist with, and we could not have 
been able to complete this part of our project without them.
We are hoping that new Council Reserve signage which has 
been promised by the Council will be installed in the near 
future. This will make it much easier for visitors to find the 
entrance to Salisbury Gully.
There is lots of planting ahead for our group, now that large 
areas of invasive weeds such as Periwinkle and Kikuyu grass 
have been poisoned. If you would like to join our group and 
participate in working bees this autumn, or if you would just 
like to receive our newsletters, please contact us on our new 
email address, friendsofsalisburygully@gmail.com.
If you do visit Salisbury Gully and walk further along the 
walking track, please respect the privacy of our neighbours. 
Salisbury Gully is only five acres in size, so if you come to a 
fenceline, please appreciate that the neighbouring property 
is private property and do not cross the fence. Please also be 
aware that the walking track is suitable for walkers only, and 
bike riding is not only prohibited, but will also cause further 
damage to the track which we have been working so hard to 
restore for the benefit of all.

Sally Randall, Friends of Salisbury Gully

Changing tracks in Hillview Bushland Reserve
Cardinia Shire 
Council has begun 
removing 3.5 km 
of unauthorised 
mountain bike 
tracks in Hillview 
Bushland Reserve, 
Pakenham.
Hillview Bushland 
Reserve is protected as a conservation reserve under 
a Trust for Nature Covenant. It is home to rare, 
endangered and protected plants including the Wine-
lipped Spider Orchid and Cobra Greenhood orchid 
species make up 20 per cent of vegetation in the 50 
hectare reserve.
Council’s Natural Resource Planner Rob Jones said it was 
disappointing that the indigenous and native vegetation 
was being put at risk by these unauthorised tracks.
“The flora and fauna in this area is rare and very valuable 
and the reserve was created to conserve the plants and 
animals. Creating these mountain bike paths and jumps 
vandalise the environment and is a significant safety 
risk,” he said.
“We encourage visitors to keep to the paths provided, 
enjoy the environment responsibly and contact Council 
if you see any damage occurring.”
Council has installed signage to identify tracks to 
be removed and revegetated. Penalties apply for the 
unauthorised excavation of public land.

Cardinia Shire Council,  Media release 
10/5/2016

Editor’s note : Some years ago, people also severely 
damaged the tracks and vegetation in Salisbury Gully. 
These remnants of the wonderful forest that used to 
be widespread throughout the hill areas, should be 
respected and protected and not treated with callous 
indifference by selfish behaviour.
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Letter to the editor: Beaconsfield-
Emerald Rd speed limit petition
Thank you 
to all those 
residents of 
Beaconsfield 

Upper and neighbouring areas who 
signed the petition against the reduced 
speed limits along Beaconsfield-
Emerald Road in 2014.
After the 60 km/h limit came into 
force, another resident and myself 
organised the petition and 911 
residents signed in favour of reinstating 
the previous speed limit. This was a 
significant body of local residents who 
objected to the lack of consultation 
and questionable reasoning that led to 
VicRoads’ decision. VicRoads’ basis for 
these reductions was because there had 
been 13 accidents along Beaconsfield-
Emerald road over a 5 year period 
ending November 2010. I am not aware 
of the circumstances with each of the 
13 accidents, but it is a small figure 
when spread out over five years. Two 
and a half accidents per year.
Over the past 27 years I have seen 
the speed limit steadily reduced by 
VicRoads from 100 km/h down to the 
current 60 km/h. During that time, 
safety barriers have been installed, 
the road has been resurfaced, an 
overtaking lane was added to relieve 

congestion and cars have become safer 
with stability control and ABS fitted, 
yet this road’s speed limit was deemed 
too dangerous for 100, then 80 and 
finally 70 km/h.
The petition was handed to Brad 
Battin in January 2015 because he 
had been involved whilst the Liberal 
Government was still in power. After 
the election Brad still wanted to present 
the petition to Parliament so that it 
could carry Parliamentary weight. The 
petition was presented to Parliament 
and was recorded in Hansard on 
Wednesday 9 December 2015 with a 
request that the Roads Minister get 
some first hand knowledge of the 
problem by visiting the local area, 
however, the minister declined. 
Subsequently in February 2016, Brad 
Battin notified me, and I believe letters 
were sent to all signatories to the 
petition stating that the Roads Minister 
was not going to change the speed limit 
and would uphold VicRoads’ speed 
reduction. One thing that came out 
of this process is that VicRoads had 
planned to scrap all odd numbered 
speed limits, which is the reason why 
the 70 km/h between Guys Hill and 
Beaconsfield Upper was reduced to 
the even numbered 60 km/h. The 

remaining 70 km/h between Guys Hill 
and Beaconsfield was also slated for 
the same speed limit, can you believe? 
However, before the signs could be 
changed, the policy was scrapped. I 
believe it could have been the present 
government who was behind retaining 
the odd numbered speed limits.
None of this, however, helps all the 
local motorists who have to ply up 
and down the long hill from Guys 
Hill to Beaconsfield Upper at 60 km/h 
or less with horse floats, trucks with 
or without trailers carrying heavy 
equipment such as excavators or 
bobcats, trucks with full loads of rock 
or soil, concrete trucks, buses and all 
the vehicles with manual gearboxes. 
I may be wrong but I predict that the 
VicRoads fleet that tested the speed 
limit would have had auto gearboxes 
and were not towing trailers or horse 
floats. 
I will continue to stay in touch with 
Brad Battin over this matter and I 
would encourage anyone else who feels 
strongly about this decision to contact 
your member of Parliament, whether 
State or Federal.

Harry Jensen

Focus on community
Salisbury Gully
At the April Upper Beaconsfield Association general meeting 
Sally Randall gave an interesting and informative talk on the 
history of Salisbury Gully reserve. Plans for restoring this 
beautiful place include the removal of household weeds and 
revegetating with indigenous plants. A short walking track 
and some seating will provide residents and visitors to the 
area with a glimpse of the temperate rainforest that once 
covered the south facing slopes in the Upper Beaconsfield 
area. More volunteers are needed to assist in planting.

Burning off—how and when
Councillor Tania Baxter spoke at the meeting about the 
council open air burning policy and the responsibility 
of residents to protect their properties. The zones have 
been changed and some burning off days are restricted. 
See Cardinia Council website for full details that apply to 
your property www.cardinia.vic.gov.au. Several residents 

attending the meeting expressed the difficulty of getting 
sufficient opportunities to clean up accumulated piles over 
summer. Permits to burn can be applied for if needed. 

Elephant Rock
Council has cleaned up and levelled some of the banks and 
improved the access to the parking area. Elephant Rock 
looked splendid for a while with the beautiful artwork on 
the rock to promote the Emerald PAVE Festival in April. 
Fortunately we got an excellent photo before the artwork 
was painted over. If you missed it here’s what it looked like 
(right). We posted the photo on our Facebook page “Upper 
Beaconsfield” which generated many favourable comments. 
We hope that improvements to the Elephant Rock area 
continue. Many thanks go to Cardinia Council and 
Melbourne Water for the work done so far. Act in the spirit 
of “neighbourhood watch” and report any issues or rubbish 
dumping when you see it. Report any suspicious behaviour, 
noting vehicle registrations by email or contact council on 
1300 787 624.
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Charles Wilson seat
The UBA has installed a seat in Harris 
Park off Salisbury Road for walkers 
to sit and enjoy the scenery. A plaque 
honouring Dr Wilson Upper Beaconsfield 
Citizen of the Year 1984 has now been 
placed on the seat.

Thank you to the many members of the 
committee who all helped bring this 
project together by liaising with Cardinia 
Council, organising the slab, purchase and 
installation of the seat, and the plaque. 

Join the UBA and Village Bell
New members are welcome to come 
and join our activities. If you have any 
suggestions or issues come along to our 
general meetings to have your say. The 
Village Bell group are a friendly group of volunteers. 
We publish four times a year and you can assist in 
editorial or administrative tasks, or join the printing 
or collating teams. Contact Helen Smith 5944 3219 
or email editor.villagebell@gmail.com

Helen Smith,  
Upper Beaconsfield Association

Pictured are committee members Tony Knight (holding a copy of Charles Wilson’s book, An 
Early History of Upper Beaconsfield), Peter Simmons, Helen Smith and Jenny Pritchard, 
together with dog walker Irene and Steffi the staffy.

Next UBA general meeting
Wednesday 1 June 7.30 pm Community Room,  

Upper Beaconsfield Community Complex.
Visiting speaker: Senior Sergeant Graeme Stanley  

from Pakenham Police
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Men’s Shed - Workshop almost complete

For four and half years the Upper Beaconsfield Men’s Shed 
has planned and worked towards building a Shed that would 
provide space and facilities for the group’s activities. The 
building is now nearing completion.
The final tasks—fitting architraves, completion of plumbing 
and electrical fittings, fitting locks and door handles, 
painting, lining the workshop area and concreting pathways 
for wheelchair access are under way. 
Men’s Shed members are most grateful for assistance 
received from John Finn (plasterer) with plastering 
storerooms and toilets, and Tony Fraraccio (stone mason) 

with concreting the disability parking area, which has been 
generously funded by a grant from the Cardinia Park Hotel 
community support fund. Members themselves have worked 
tirelessly in teams to finish the workshop and landscape the 
surrounding area.
In the coming weeks we are confident of passing the final 
inspection for the Certificate of Occupancy. With that 
achieved we can 
set the shed up 
for metalwork, 
woodwork and 
other handyman 
and hobby 
activities. The 
shed will be open 
for additional 
sessions during 
the week.
In the meantime, members have continued with other 
projects, including the machining and preparation of 54 
wooden slats for picnic tables and benches for the Cardinia 
Environmental Coalition (pictured above).
Fundraising activities include a monthly barbecue at the 
Berwick Farmers’ Market at the Old Cheese Factory on 
the fourth Saturday of the month, and sausage sizzles at 
Bunnings in Pakenham. 
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The donkey raffle 
Farmer Brown wanted to sell 
his donkey. He advertised 
it for the going price. Dave 
wanted a donkey, responded 
to the ad. And bought the 
donkey from owner. However, 
when he came to collect it a 
week later, Farmer Brown greeted him with bad news—the donkey 
had died! “Well I’ll have my money back then.” Said Dave. “That’s not 
possible” said the farmer. “I’ve spent the money.” “In that case,” said 
Dave, “I’ll take the dead donkey. The astonished farmer asked “What 
will you do with a dead donkey?” Dave replied, “I’ll try and find a way 
to recoup my money.” Dave found a way. He raffled the dead donkey 
for $2 a ticket. Some time later he ran into Farmer Brown. “What did 
you do with the donkey?” “I raffled it” said Dave. “And what about 
the winner when he found the donkey was dead?” “He was fine,” said 
Dave—“I gave him back his two dollars.”

Sporting clubs and other groups, especially those for the 
elderly, are advised to have a defibrillator in case of heart-
related emergencies. The Men’s Shed are grateful to the 
Rotary Club of Berwick and the Beaconsfield Bendigo 
Community Bank for donating this life-saving device to the 
Men’s Shed. The unit was handed over on Wednesday 18 
May.

The Men’s Shed has 33 members, with new members from 
Pakenham, Berwick and Harkaway. Membership inquiries 
are welcome.
Our regular meetings are on Wednesday mornings from 
10 am to 12 noon. For further information, contact Matt 
McDonald on 0407 845 135, or Noel Ling on 0414 443 735

Matt McDonald, President

Having the book thrown at you
For those of my generation (and any others) who do 
not and cannot comprehend why Facebook exists:
I am trying to make friends outside of Facebook while 
applying the same principles.
Therefore, every day I walk down the street and tell passers-by what 
I have eaten, how I feel at the moment, what I have done the night 
before, what I will do later, and with whom.
I give them pictures of my family, my dog, and of me gardening, 
taking things apart in the garage, watering the lawn, standing in front 
of landmarks, driving around town, having lunch, and doing what 
anybody and everybody does every day.
I also listen to their conversations, give them the “thumbs up” and tell 
them I like them.
And it works just like Facebook. I already have four people following 
me: two police officers, a private investigator, and a psychiatrist.

You’ve got to be joking ...

Russell Dunn and Matt McDonald surrounded by members of the Men’s Shed gratefully receive a defibrillator from (left to right) Andrew 
Gardner, Branch Manager Beaconsfield Bendigo Community Bank; Sam McCurdy, Secretary, and John Rosenthal, PR, of Rotary Club of Berwick
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Riley Uccello received his Medallion on 18 March from the King of Sweden who 
was visiting Victoria as Patron of the World Scout Foundation.

Australian Scout Medallions awarded
The Australian Scout Medallion is recognition of the successful 
completion of a 4 year programme of skills acquisition, competence in 
challenging activities and community service. 
Joel and Cameron (below) were among the 110 from across Victoria to 
receive the Medallion from the Chief Commissioner on 7 May at CRC 
College, Sydenham.

1st Upper Beaconsfield scouts Joel Clausen (left) and Cameron Van den Brook 
(right) with Mick Mc Grath and Bob Taylor at their presentation of the Medallion, 
the top award in the Scout, 10-14 year olds, section

Advertise locally!
Let potential customers know about you by advertising your business or service in the VILLAGE BELL

For further information contact advertising.villagebell@gmail.com

St John’s Anglican Church
St John’s has jogged 
along calmly over 
autumn. Our main 
event of course 
was Easter, with a 
meditative service 
on the Friday and 
celebration on the 
Sunday. A few of us really enjoyed preparing 
for and delivering an Easter celebration at the 
Primary School a few days beforehand. We 
had to do some rapid improvisations when 
technology let us down!  
The end of May sees St John’s participating for 
the first time in the National Day of Thanks—a 
country-wide organised day to just say 
Thankyou to various people and organisations 
who contribute to our community. 
We were very sorry to farewell one of our 
musicians who has moved away; we are so 
grateful to the remaining vocal/instrumentalists 
for picking up more duties.
The Op Shop continues two days per week; 
Thursdays and Fridays see a steady trickle of 
customers checking out the week’s new items. 
The volunteers do a super job sorting, tagging 
and shelving the amazing variety of items 
donated. 
As winter closes in, remember there is always 
a warm welcome at St John’s, 9.30 am every 
Sunday. And we do brilliant morning tea.

Rosz Smith 

Beautification Group
We have received funding for further 
beautification projects in the village.
Plants have been ordered and work will be 
carried out over the next 2 months.
Growth of the plants along the Milk Bar bank 
and Charing Cross has been slow, this is to be 
expected in such tough conditions. We will give 
them some extra attention and hope for some 
good rain to help them along.
Anyone interested in joining our group would 
be most welcome, or if you would just like 
to stop and dig a few holes that would be 
wonderful.

Jenny Pritchard 
0425 855 660
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Life and times of a modern soldier
Andrew Varga was born in Adelaide to 
Hungarian post-WW2 migrant parents. 
Sadly his parents divorced when he was 3 
years old, and his young primary school 
days involved a lot of moving around with 
his mother, who was a caterer. He still got to 
see his father, a storeman, most weekends. 
When Andrew was in grade 5, his mother 
decided to make a move to Sydney, and they 
lived in a unit in Kirribilli, staying there for 
the rest of Andrew’s childhood. Andrew 
remembers ‘spending a fair bit of my spare 
time swimming and fishing in the harbour, 
making my own fun as there weren’t many 
kids in that area. I had two sisters and a brother, but they 
were much older than me’.
Staying at the same school for all of his secondary education, 
a pattern emerged that whether it was academic achievement 
or participation in sport, ‘my reports kept saying I could 
do a lot better if I tried a little harder’. Andrew’s final marks 
in 1987 qualified him to get into science at uni, but he 
wondered if he would work hard enough there? ‘My mother 
would not have been accommodating if initial results were 
not that good. In a rare moment of self-reflection I thought 
if I went to the Royal Military Officer Training College at 
Duntroon, maybe they would make me work a bit harder’. 
He was accepted in March 1988, and worked part time until 
the official intake in July 1988. 
‘When you go to Duntroon, the first 3 months are essentially 
basic training. One week in Canberra and then you go to 
Majura Range, behind the airport where you live under 

canvas for 6–8 weeks. You learn 
how to do drill, fire weapons, 
navigate, and live in the field. 
Next was group tactics in sections 
and platoons. It can be quite an 
unsettling experience—you all 
know nothing, everyone is removed 
from home, you all get a short 
haircut, the terminology is really 
different, you are super busy, and 
you always feel hungry.
‘After being used to your freedom, 
Duntroon was a culture shock. 
For all it was lights out at a certain 

time, get up at the same time. After a couple of nights I 
remember lying in bed and thinking “jeez what have I 
done?” Knowing that everyone is treated the same, and 
bonding with class mates is what gets you through. The strict 
routine lasted about three months, and then it started to 
taper off. You get leave, and greater freedom. Once you know 
the routine you get things done and you can do more of what 
you want—within the rules’.
A vivid memory from training for Andrew was long periods 
of miserable wet weather. ‘In constant rain over a week long 
exercise, everyone had either foot rot or crotch rot. There 
was a line of guys with their pants down around their ankles 
awaiting the medic who happened to be female to give 
them powder and dressings’. No doubt the task the female 
medic had in front of her would not have appeared in any 
recruiting literature she had seen when she joined up.

Andrew (right) on deployment in East Timor 
December 1999
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Andrew graduated at the end of 1989. ‘At Duntroon it was all 
theory, but a good course. You learnt a lot. It was a good way 
to grow up a bit, but at the end of it you were still only 19’. 
Andrew’s first posting was as a transport troop commander 
in Singleton, as a lieutenant, then onto Holdsworth in 
Sydney. The troops under him were aged 17/18—pretty 
young for the responsibilities that could be assigned to them. 
Andrew would discover that ‘to be a good officer you don’t 
necessarily have to be liked, but have to be respected for your 
capabilities, that you can get the job done. A lesson you learn 
much more after your graduation’.
Andrew and his troops were now part of the modern 
Australian Army. ‘We are now in a different world to the 
days of the old Anzac spirit. Back then young men sought 
adventure, and followed that up with the crazy courage of 
storming out of a trench to the sound of a whistle into what 
was basically a meat grinder—such waste and futility. It’s 
something inconceivable by modern standards, which we 
now assign to the past’.
Andrew went on to speak about the feelings of today’s 
soldiers before an overseas deployment. ‘Strangely the vast 
majority of people in uniform are excited by the idea of a 
deployment. Close to the time when it is coming up there 
is a nervousness and excitement—it’s not all trepidation. 
Apart from times of national service and sending some 
soldiers to Vietnam, Australia generally doesn’t send people 
into war against their will—it makes a big difference to the 
individuals involved. It’s not an easy time for your family. 
However, if a soldier is going to the same place multiple 
times then the gloss can wear off ’.
Situated at Darwin at the time (placed in the headquarters 
of the 1st Brigade), Andrew’s first overseas deployment, now 
with the rank of Major, was to East Timor. ‘It was a series of 
short trips in 1999 and 2000 to work on a communications 
system. I was providing support for the battlefield IT 
network. I wasn’t there in the early stages but I was close 
to many others who had been there’. Australia hadn’t had 
a deployment that large since Vietnam 30 years before. ‘If 
the Australian Army goes somewhere in big numbers it 
was expected it would always be with someone else. That 
someone else would be the lead and we could get supplies 
off them on site. However, we were the lead and we hadn’t 
planned for that. 
‘Having to supply everyone in Timor was a strain, luckily it 
was close. The logistical public servants in Melbourne only 
worked Mon–Fri 9–5. It took time to ramp that up. 

‘There were vehicles and equipment to get over there. Some 
critical supplies got low like food, bottled water (because 
there were issues of water quality), and fuel which were big 
bulky things that were hard to get around. More vessels were 
hired and US cargo planes started making deliveries to ease 
the situation. Water purification plants eventually made it 
and water was distributed in larger jerry cans.
‘Security wise the first couple of weeks were very tense. 
Thugs backed by rogue military elements caused mayhem 
but they quickly melted away when the few attempts they 
made failed. The locals were happy to dob in thugs because 
they had wanted freedom for a long time. Generally the 
thugs weren’t locals. The population really embraced 
INTERFET coming into the country’.  

Andrew went on to describe the emergence of then Colonel 
Peter Cosgrove. ‘I played rugby in Singleton and he was the 
club patron, as the base commander. In East Timor his job 
wasn’t necessarily to be a tactician, but more on the political 
side. He brought together a coalition with people like 
Xanana Gusmão, and he forged local partnerships. It was his 
ability to give clarity to all the detailed plans of the mission. 
Unlike a lot of people he had seen it all before. He had been 
a platoon commander in Vietnam on serious operations. He 
had a good reputation of being in touch. He became the face 
of Australia, really popular. I remember my mother saying, “I 
really like him.” After East Timor he became Chief of Army, 
Chief of Defence and Governor General’. 

USAF C-130 taking off from Darwin for a mission to East Timor. 
Photograph: Master Sgt. Val Gempis, United States Air Force

HMAS Tarakan is deployed to support the International Force for 
East Timor (Interfet). Photograph: Australian War Memorial

Commander INTERFET, Major General Cosgrove, joins hands with 
the new East Timor leadership during a celebration to mark the 
official handover to UNTAET.  
Photograph: Australian Civil-Military Centre
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The presence of a peace keeping force can have unexpected 
consequences, explains Andrew. ‘There was economic 
upheaval particularly if locals got work, for example 
interpreting, and were paid a western wage—25 times the 
local wage. Prices for things can go all crazy—one price for 
UN people, another for locals. It was good we were not there 
for too long as in other UN missions, which distorted things 
for longer periods of time’.
Andrew made other general observations about East Timor, 
‘the weather, it was hot, so hot. It was very still at night which 
made it hard to sleep. Where you could find a toilet, they 
were all squat pans, occasionally a porta loo. On my first trip 
to Dili I just walked down the local market to check things 
out. People were smiling. At the market all the fish and meat 
were just sitting there in the sun, covered in flies. Because of 
the high rainfall there were these giant road drains—pretty 
filthy. The locals were harvesting a leafy green almost like 
spinach from those drains for their dinner. I wondered how I 
would go eating any of that. 
‘It wasn’t like Iraq—Andrew’s next deployment—where you 
were always in a compound, or in armoured vehicles with 
hardly any genuine interaction with locals’. 

Deployment to Iraq

‘Before you deploy, the Army had a force preparation 
unit in Sydney. You do quite a bit of cultural training and 
get briefings of what’s going on. We did spend time on 
learning the local traditions and customs—both societal 
and religious, plus a tiny bit of language and the numbering 
system.
‘We were living in Belgrave South. I had been with my 
partner Andi since 1995. We had 2 kids—the eldest in grade 
2 and the youngest in kinder. We were given six weeks 
notice. The last two were the most difficult. Delays after 
you have prepared are more difficult with families. We were 

not in an army town where families have better support as 
there a more people in similar circumstances. Naturally all 
my family members hoped I would be OK. Once you go, 
everyone just has to settle into a new rhythm’.
Andrew outlined the Australian presence in Iraq after the initial 
invasion. ‘An Australian ambassador was put in place pretty 
early after the invasion was over. He lived in what was called 
the red zone—a dangerous zone with public access and public 
areas. To protect him and the embassy, there was a company 
of infantry and their support staff, fitted out with a group of 
armoured vehicles. They did a lot of travel around Baghdad. 
‘In southern Iraq there was an Australian battle group/
taskforce. It was a mix of infantry and armoured corps 
in personnel carriers. Their role was to protect Japanese 
engineers who were doing reconstruction tasks.
‘Then you had Camp Victory on the other side of Baghdad 
from the green zone (a safer zone behind walls), which 
became the coalition headquarters. As part of that you had 
a group like me called embeds (embedded officers—my 
rank was Major) about 50 in all—4 Australian, 2 British, 2 
Polish, a Latvian, a Lithuanian, and the rest Americans. We 
worked in an American headquarters doing coalition tasks. 
From Camp Victory there were two main objectives/groups. 
One training the Iraqi army, and the other doing security 
and military operations. At a higher level there was some 
duplication and waste at times. There was a bit of room at the 
local level for things to become a little uncoordinated.
‘Initially on my deployment (February–August 2005) I was 
dealing with how the Americans were looking after the non-
American forces so I travelled around a lot. I got to see the 
South Koreans in the north of the country, was working with 
the Italians and the Polish, and in the south with the English. 
All were allocated zones of responsibility. They could do 
security work, mentor the Iraqi Army and Police, and try to 
provide local stability. Some also did community programs 
like trade training or community health programs.
‘For coalition partners getting the support to be properly 
aligned was a problem sometimes. There’s also a difference 
between what the State Department say they can give you 
and what the people on the ground can actually provide. 
They were given older American gear, rather than new, and 
just keeping things running was always an issue’.

Cameron Rocke

For the continuing story of Andrew’s experiences in Iraq, 
be sure to read the September Village Bell.

We offer half days…..yes half days, so drop your child in and enjoy a break!

Early Learning Centre Term 2 Special (*Until 24 June 2016)
Mention this advertisement at the time of booking  

and receive a further discount in the form of a one off $20 credit on your account!
Your fees could be as low as $12.50 for a half day and $32.50 for a full day (with the discount and CCR).
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Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre
Annual General Meeting
At its recent Annual General Meeting, a new Committee 
of Management was elected. We thanked our retiring 
members, Susan Jovanovic, Noel Ling and Nikki LeBrocq, 
and welcomed two new members, Peter Simmons and 
Robyn Hale. The entire Committee of Management for the 
next twelve months will be Sally Randall, President, Trina 
Mazzone, Vice President, Traci Newham Secretary, Susan 
Morrissey, Treasurer, plus general committee members Sue 
Simmons, Peter Simmons and Robyn Hale. Many thanks to 
all these Committee members who work through the year 
to ensure that the Community Centre can continue to offer 
our community a range of services and opportunities. Many 
thanks were also extended to our loyal and hardworking staff 
members, a number of whom have been working with the 
Community Centre in excess of ten years. Your experience 
and commitment to the Community Centre is invaluable 
and we are lucky to have you all as part of our community.

Opportunities for Training
Are you looking to re-enter the 
workforce, begin a new career or advance 
your existing career? Want to work with school aged 
children, the aged or disabled? One of the following courses 
may be the next step. Classes are held locally at the Upper 
Beaconsfield Community Centre.
There is a great opportunity to start mid-year in the 
following nationally recognised qualifications. 
• CHC33015 Cert  III in Individual Support (Aged and 

Disability)
• CHC33015 Cert III in Individual Support (Aged and 

Home & Community Care)
• CHC43015 Cert IV in Ageing Support (Aged and Home 

& Community Care)
• CHC40213 Cert IV in Education Support
We offer a supported, relaxed learning environment with 
small class sizes allowing individual attention and a quality 
education. Enrolments are now open. Training provider is 
Merinda Park Learning and Community Centre (RTO No 
3952).
We also offer First Aid courses. Next classes to be held  
7 June, 12 September and 10 December.
• Provide CPR
• Provide First Aid
• Provide an Emergency First Aid Response in and 

Education and Care Setting
Training provider Asthma Foundation Victoria (RTO No 
4987) 
Contact Cathy on 5944 3484 or cathy@ubcc.org.au for 
enquiries and enrolments.

Sally Randall

Upper Beaconsfield Community 
Early Learning Centre

Our Early Learning Centre (ELC) is open 
from 7.30 am–6.30 pm and offers exceptional 
services, for up to 26 children per day. We are 
a small, community run centre that have a 
strong focus on children’s health and wellbeing. 
Whether you require care because you are 
working, need a break, or for your child to 
grow and develop with other children their age, 
then Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre 
(UBCC), is the place to come. See our term 2 
special on page 13.
Families are also eligible for at least a 50% 
discount with their Child Care Rebate (CCR)
and further reductions with Child Care Benefit 
(CCB), when meeting Centrelink eligibility 
criteria. We also have funding available to cover 
the FULL cost of childcare for parents or carers 
while they are undertaking either Accredited 

or Pre-accredited courses at any institution, not 
just Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre. 
Call today to check whether you are eligible.

Recent ELC activities
The children have been very busy out in the 
garden working on the vegie patch as well as 
planting new plants. They have also created a 
digging patch with all the new garden tools we 
have. The older children have been taking on 
leadership roles at the service and helping out 
the younger children with feeding and engaging 
them in activites which they have enjoyed. The 
children enjoyed a Teddy Bear’s Pinic where all 
the children brought their teddies along for the 
day and enjoyed some food together. We have 
also been busy working on new ways to revamp 
our outdoor space, so if you are handy in the 
garden and have some creative ideas or can help 
us out, come and see us! Places are filling fast at 
the Early Learning Centre, so get in quick and 
make sure you secure your spot!

The Neighbourhood House community morning tea on 11 May 2016 
was enjoyed by many people.
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Toy Library— 
We are open
New day, new time,  
new faces 

The library is now open fortnightly on the 1st and 3rd 
Thursday of each month from 10–11 am during school 
terms. We are closed on public holidays. 
Membership is $30 plus a duty levy with an additional 
$10 for the annual Community Centre membership, if not 
already a member.

Welcome to our new volunteers!
Thanks to a couple of Village Bell 
readers and Facebook sharing, the 
library now has enough volunteers 
to remain open. Our new group of 
talented mums have come together 
to help run and promote the library.
At our first new time open day it 
was great to see so many toys in 
use [and not just by the children]. 
There were lots of creative ideas 
being passed around and the 
children too were being very 
creative with their library toys. 
We look forward to an exciting 
year ahead and meeting all our 
members.

Lots of toys are waiting  
for you
Keep your children busy over 
winter and give them a digital free day …. We have a large 
selection of indoor toys, board and floor games, puzzles and 
DVDs. Our jumping castles are suitable for indoor use and 
will easily fit in a large room or garage. The library caters 
for children aged from birth to 6 years with some toys and 

puzzles aimed beyond this age group.
Looking for something to do in winter? The toy library will 
be running two Playdates [Open/Play & stay days] in June. 
An entry fee donation will help us raise money to support 
Toy Libraries Australia in partnership with the Monash 
Foundation and their Playdate appeal to build a state of the 
art Monash Children’s Hospital.  
www.australiasbiggestplaydate.com.au/
Spend a few hours playing with our most popular and 

favourite toys, chat with other local and 
neighbouring parents and friends and see 
what the library has to offer. Meet our new 
team of volunteers while having a cuppa 
and morning tea.
The Playdates will be Thursday 16 June and 
Saturday 25 June from 10 am–1 pm and 
will be held at toy library in the warm and 
roomy community room at the community 
centre.
We hope you and your children can join 
us for this worthy cause. Let’s do it for 
the kids! More details available on our 
Facebook page and website. 
We’re located at Upper Beaconsfield 
Community Centre 10–12 Salisbury Road, 
Phone 5944 3484 
For current open dates, events and our 
full range of toys available please visit our 

website http://ubtl.mibase.com.au
Email: upperbeac.toylibrary@yahoo.com.au
Like us on Facebook!

Marie Rogers

ELC Fundraiser
To update our outdoor space 
and create a wonderland for 
the children, we are running a 
fundraiser! If you would like 
to help us tell your friends 
and family to purchase an 
Entertainment booklet and 
you too could be enjoying 
discounts such as 25% off your 
bill at a restaurant or “buy 1 
get 1 free”. All you need to do is click on the link 
to purchase: www.entertainmentbook.com.au/
orderbooks/1855g01
www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/Tell-me-
More/Melbourne  (to view the book)

You’ve got to be joking!
A little girl was talking to her teacher about whales. The teacher 
said it was physically impossible for a whale to swallow a 
human because even though a whale is a very large mammal, 
its throat is very small. The little girl stated that Jonah was 
swallowed by a whale.

The teacher reiterated that a whale 
could not swallow a human, it was 
impossible. The little girl said, “When 
I get to heaven I will ask Jonah.” The 
teacher asked, “What if Jonah went to 
hell?” The little girl replied, “Then you 
ask him!”
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Children starting prep in 2016
BUPS recognises the importance of preparing pre-schoolers 
for a significant event in their life—that of starting school. 
A child needs to feel safe, informed, respected for who they 
are, confident, familiar with the new environment and fully 
supported as they start a thirteen year education journey. 
Our Prep Transition Program prepares children for school 
through many activities that are organised during terms 2, 
3 and 4. Information about this year’s transition has been 
distributed to all local kindergartens, and can be found 
on our website at www.bups.vic.edu.au/kinder-to-prep-
transition-program. School tours are available every Tuesday 
from 9.30–10.30 am, or at a mutually convenient time. To 
register for a school tour, please contact the school office on 
5944 3591.

Community projects 
As part of our school’s community service program, we 
provide opportunities for our children to perform various 
acts of kindness for people who are worthy recipients in 
the Upper Beaconsfield area. Again this year, our grade 
3/4s have been doing some baking and presenting these to 
our community members. The radiation of gratefulness, 
happiness, appreciation and tears that are shared when the 
delicious biscuits or muffins are presented is very humbling!

Reading Buddies
Our Reading Buddies program is an initiative that has our 
children from all grade levels visiting the Upper Beaconsfield 
Community Centre Early Learning Centre, Pre-Kinder and 
Kinder. As well as providing some role modelling for the 
younger children about the joy, excitement and imagination 
that reading books provides, these visits also provide social 
benefits such as greater self-esteem, responsibility and 
connectedness. The partnership also puts a perspective on 

how reading develops over the years 
and links the learning institutions in a 
meaningful and personal way.

District cross country 
Once again our students competed in the district cross 
country with BUPS finishing in a very commendable 
second place. Distance running is a very healthy physical 
and emotional activity that has many positive ramifications 
for participants. Congratulations to our cross country team 
(below) who tried their very best on the day. Good luck to 
our team members who will progress to the next stage of 
competition—Division Finals.

Linking Learning/UBEG coffee and chat
A reminder to parents as part of the UBEG and Linking 
Learning Project our stadium is open every Wednesday 
morning for parents to drop in and have a ‘cuppa’ and 
meet other young mums. This invitation is open to all 
parents in our community. We would love to see you there. 
Lauren Wilson, our literacy support teacher pops in each 
Wednesday to read stories or sing some songs with the 
children.

HPV at Wonthaggi 
In March this year our HPV teams competed at The Jet 
Couriers HPV Super Series that is held at Wonthaggi on the 
Bass Coast. Our teams were well prepared for the challenges 
of the lengthy events with all the training they have 
completed leading up to this event. The events commenced 
on Friday with the teams taking the three cars through the 
scrutineering process to ensure they passed all the rules 
and specifications and were safe for riders to race in, and of 
course they passed with flying colours. On Saturday students 
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Excellence rating achieved by our local 
kindergartens
We have recently received an assessment and rating process 
for both of our kindergartens. 
The assessment and rating process is an important feature 
of the National Quality Framework (NQF) which promotes 
high quality education and care services and quality 

outcomes for 
children. 
Through the 
assessment and 
rating process, 
education and 
care services—
preschools 
(kindergartens), 
long day care, 
outside school 
hours care and 
family day 
care services 

are assessed against the National Quality Standard and the 
National Law and Regulations. 
Services receive an assessment and rating report, including a 
rating against each of the seven quality areas and an overall 
rating. Following our assessment visit, we received exceeding 
in all seven areas! Meaning we received an Overall rating of 
“Exceeding National Quality”
This is a massive achievement and demonstrates the quality 
of all our educators, the program they provide and the 

amazing environment we have for our children 
to grow and learn. 
We would like to thank all our amazing educators for all 
their time and effort in going through this process and our 
very proud of the well deserved rating.
We would like to thank everyone for their continued support 
and contributions to our Kindergartens.

D’Arne Fisher, Upper Beaconsfield  
Kindergartens Association, 0407 326 373

endured 
16 hours 
of racing 
while the 
adult team 
competed 
in the 24 
hour race. 
The three 
teams 
named 
Police, Fire and Ambulance achieved excellent results. 
Police won the design and construction event, a 16 hour 
trial, by completing the most number of laps and were also 
the overall winners of their class. Fire won the design and 
construction and finished 10th in their class. Ambulance 
won the design and construction and finished 2nd in their 
class. Hard work certainly does pay off. Well done Team 
BUPS HPV and a big thank you to Mrs McGill for her 
enthusiasm for the program and for the extra time that she 
puts into working with all the children and the parents to 
provide this amazing opportunity for our community.

Kerrie McDonald

Kindergarten fundraiser in June

AUCTION NIGHT Saturday 18 June  
at the Pine Grove Hotel

We are seeking donations from local businesses, 
accommodation facilities and more. If you have a local 
business or know someone that does and would like to 
make a donation of goods or services please let us know.
We will have lots of items for auction, giveaways, 
spot prizes and more for what we hope to be a great 
night. All funds raised will be used to assist in making 
improvements to the kinders and purchasing much 
needed items If you would like to discuss any details 
further please do not hesitate to contact Kate Bailey at 
thebaileys6@bigpond.com.au or Natalie Hoffman at  
hoffman_natalie@yahoo.com.au

Stop & Drop today
– at a zone close to

your school

Stop & Drop today
– at a zone close to

your schoolZoneZone

• Scoot • Skate • Walk • Ride • Scoot • Skate • Walk • Ride • Scoot • Skate • Walk • Ride • Scoot • Skate • Walk • Ride • 

Your closest Stop & Drop Zone is located at:Your closest Stop & Drop Zone is located at:

For more information contact Council’s Active Children’s Officer on 1300 787 624
www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/health

Get active, save on fuel and
ease traffic conjestion!

Walk, ride, scoot or skateboard
to and from school!

• Scoot • Skate • Walk • Ride • Scoot • Skate • Walk • Ride • Scoot • Skate • Walk • Ride • Scoot • Skate • Walk • Ride • Scoot • Skate • Walk • Ride • Scoot • Skate • Walk • Ride •

Beaconsfield Upper
Car park at the shops near the Pharmacy on Beaconsfield–Emerald Road
(Walk along Beaconsfield–Emerald Road to Stoney Creek Road which leads to the school crossing)
It is suggested that students leave the zone by 8.30am to ensure they get to school on time

The Upper Beaconsfield Stop & Drop Zone is near the 
pharmacy on Beaconsfield-Emerald Road. For more 
information go to www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/streetsahead
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Upper Beaconsfield Fire Brigade
Our Captain Mike Hall is away enjoying a well deserved 
break during our quieter time of the year. For six weeks I 
have stepped up as acting Captain so here is my attempt at 
the Captain’s Report.
Another fire season is just about over with Upper 

Beaconsfield coming away safely again. This 
is not to say our crews haven’t been busy, with 
Upper Beaconsfield trucks attending fires 
in Somerville, Crib Point, Bangholme, Devon Meadows, 
Adelaide and we had one fire fighter sent over to Tasmania. 

All crews returned home safely but tired 
after long hard shifts. 
This now brings us into the planned 
burned season with a number of planned 
burned being conducted around Upper 
Beaconsfield to reduce fuel around the 
state. These burns are being done by CFA 
and DELWP crews to reduce the amount 
of fuel that is available to burn and is done 
in a controlled and safe way. St Georges 
Road and the Cardinia Reservoir have 
both been completed with great success!
Now that fire restrictions have been lifted, 
there are a number of things that need to 
be remembered before, during and after 
having a bonfire. Before having a bonfire, 
prepare the area around the bonfire away 

Success for local junior footballers
What an exciting start to the year 
for Beaconsfield Junior Football 
Club. With 24 teams in the 
competition this year our club has 
been buzzing with excitement. 
The Under 11s to Under 18s are 
completing their grading rounds 
and the Little Demons Day held in 
Pakenham started the Under 8s to 
Under 10s rounds.
Even though it is very early in the 
season, the club has already had 
some great success stories. We 
would like to congratulate Tyla 
Hanks, Georgia Gee and Brooke 
Struylaart who were recently 
named in the AFL Victorian Metro 
Youth Girls U18 team (photograph 
right from BJFC facebook 
page). Having endured a vigorous four-month training and 
selection process, the talented trio from our U18 Girls team 
are preparing to compete in the AFL Youth Girls National 
Championships, being held in Melbourne. Joining 24 players 
from various AFL clubs who will be pulling on the Big V, 
the girls will be competing against the best that Queensland, 
Western Australia and Vic Country has to offer, in an effort to 
win the national title. Best of luck girls.
Congratulations go to Mitch Szybkowski, Hayden Brown 
and Kobe Shipp on making it through to the Southern Metro 
trials for the Under 12 Vic team which will be held on  
16 May. Also congratulations to all our players who made it 

into Interleague where you will be 
representing South East Juniors.
On Sunday 20 March, all the 
U13 to U17 and Youth Girls 
teams played for an inaugural 
practice match against Mt Eliza 
JFC at Holm Park Rd Reserve. 
All the children got to play on the 
beautifully manicured grounds 
after the Hawthorne vs Richmond 
game the week before and 
everyone had a wonderful time. 
Sadly, Mt Eliza won on the day 
winning 7 matches to 4 matches, 
however, there seemed to be a 
lot of smiles on the day because 
‘Footy is back’.

Check out our club calendar to see when the next family 
night is held and the Youth Awareness program for our 
young adults. Stay informed with our events and Milestones 
by connecting to our Facebook and website.

Bron McCormick

For more information about BJFC contact Belinda Moresco, 
Secretary, Beaconsfield Junior Football Club, 0401 595 334, 
secretary@beaconsfieldjfc.com.au 
Web:  www.beaconsfieldjfc.com.au 
Facebook:  Beaconsfield Junior Football Club
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from trees or other potential hazards. Make sure 
you have water available in case the fire gets out of 
hand, and you also need drinking water because it 
is important to stay hydrated. If using accelerants 
to start a fire, remember a small ember can turn a 
Jerry can into a ball of flame. Keep an eye on the 
fire and the trees in the immediate area. Embers 
can land in bark and begin a fire up the tree. Be 
mindful of radiant heat. Most importantly don’t 
forget marshmallows! After the fire has burnt down, 
make sure the fire is properly out before leaving it. 
This means getting your hands dirty. The fire is safe 
if you can touch the whole area. Heat and wind in 
surrounding areas can reignite fires. If at any stage 
you feel uncomfortable call 000 and a fire truck 
with a few members will come to assist you.
With the days and nights getting colder it is a 
great time to clean your chimney. After a long summer there 
is a potential for the flue to be blocked and this can easily 
cause a chimney fire and potentially a house fire.
After years of campaigning, lobbying and fundraising Upper 
Beaconsfield CFA are happy to announce that we are getting 
a new changing room! This exciting new change allows us 
to get changed into our turn out gear and get to the trucks 
quickly and safely. The new room will be located on the far 
side of the existing building away from the road and will 
consist of enough hooks and space for all firefighters and their 
gear. We would like to thank the community for the ongoing 
support which allows us to undertake projects like this. 
Fire brigades in Cardinia Group held a movie night to thank 
the community. The event was held in Holm Park Reserve 

in Beaconsfield where the movie ‘Inside Out’ was shown 
at no cost to the public. It was a great night with fun had 
by all, and hopefully will be run again next year. A massive 
congratulations to event organiser, our very own Emma 
Vulin for her tireless work to make this event happen.
Finally, I would like to welcome a number of new faces to 
our brigade family. With a great deal of enthusiasm this fresh 
blood will be on the trucks soon raring to go. If you feel 
like you have what it takes, and want to do something for 
the community with a fantastic bunch of people, call Mike 
Schimizzi 0422 443 427 or come to a training session. These 
are run every Wednesday 7.30 pm or Sunday 9.30 am.

Scott Huijbregsen 
1st Lieutenant (Acting Captain)

Cardinia Brigades–view from Dandenong Ladder Platform at CFA community day

Some of the crew at the Cardinia Reservoir planned burn
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Upper Beaconsfield Riding Club
Upper Beaconsfield Riding Club held its 
annual competition at Ayr Hill on 9 April 
this year. UBRC has been running dressage 
competitions for over 20 years, and this 
year, for the second year running, they held 
a combined training event, 

which tests riders in both dressage and show-
jumping. With over sixty competitors, the day 
was a busy one with riders starting early with 
their dressage tests, before moving across to 
the indoor arena for the jumping. Dressage 
judges for each of the levels provided written 
feedback on the dressage tests, while the 
jumps judge watched to monitor how many 
rails came down. 
The weather was kind, and the volunteers 
were busy all day pencilling, marshalling, 
scoring and replacing jump rails, not to 
mention sizzling sausages for the hungry 
riders. Presentations for the placings for each 
of the levels occurred in the afternoon, with 
ribbons down to six places for each of the 
five levels, plus a beautiful tri-colour sash 
for the best performed UBRC combination 
in each level. The last award to be presented 
on the day was the club’s highly sought after 
perpetual Beryl Hails Trophy. Named for 
popular and founding club life member 
Beryl Hails, this trophy is awarded to the best 

performed UBRC rider of the day. This year it went to Nicole 
Beeton, who was competing at her first combined training 
event, so it was quite an auspicious debut for Nicole and her 
horse Saffron. 

Caroline Taylor

Pony Club Awards
The Pony Club is hosting, at the club grounds, 
a Combined Training Day on 12 June and 
of course later in the year there is the Open 
Showjumping Competition on Melbourne Cup Day. The 
Club will also be offering membership at a reduced rate for 
Little Riders and it is planned these little members will ride 
for half a day. The Club has not confirmed ages but if you 
have a little one five or under and you’d like to have him or 
her join pony club, please contact our District Commissioner 
Amanda Dunstan at ubpcdc@gmail.com.
25 April is becoming more and more important to 
Australians wanting to show their respect to all our defence 

services personnel, past and present. To that end some of our 
riders attended the Upper Beaconsfield ANZAC Day Service 
as a tribute to the Australian Light Horse. The photos here 
show the gravestone of Frank A’Beckett 8th Australian Light 
Horse, killed at The Nek on 7 August 1915 and gravestones 
of other 8th Australian Light Horsemen all killed at The 
Nek on the same day. So sad! One of our littlest pony club 
members attended the Melbourne Shrine with his pony as a 
tribute to the Light Horse.

Helen Colliver

Photographer Michelle Knoll (Michelle Knoll Photography) captured this fantastic image 
of Nicole and Saffron during their jumping round. 
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Winners at Cardinia Beaconhills Golf Links 
There were a lot of winners at Cardinia Beaconhills Golf 
Links in the past few months as the club wound up the golf 
summer season. There were two major wins from the club 
in the district level with the Juniors winning the GPV Junior 
Pennant and the Women’s team in GPV Division 2 Women’s 
Pennant. Congratulations to all the players involved and 
special thanks to the organisers of both pennant teams 
including all caddies and supporters. 

We also welcome new club champions in both the men and 
women’s. Both Matt Rennison and Jenny Chandler won 
their first club championship honour at the club and it was 
a well deserved win. We also had a first time winner in the 
Brian Balcombe Matchplay Championship with Matt van 
der Kraan in the A grade, Ky Timmins in B Grade and John 
Stanley in C Grade. 

Other first time winners 
– Alec Greig and David 
Moseley won the inaugural 
GPV Beacon Plate and 
David Crowe put a stop on 
Roy Solomon’s 6 years winning streak in the Grand Masters 
Championship. 
The Club also held its first Trader’s Day after a long absence 
and a special thanks to John Barker, life member and local 
resident of Upper Beaconsfield for organising the event and 
congratulations to our own Beacy Brigade Team for winning 
the event. 
The first of our Golf Premier League 2016 was heavily 
contested between 12 teams and The Scrappers came out 
tops and Randall Tidyman was the Most Valuable Player. 

Congratulations also to Matt Buff, our local PGA member 
securing his first win this year at the PGA Invitational held at 
Yarram Golf Club in March. 
The Club wishes to thank the local community for their 
continuous support in attending our Sunday Sessions (now 
temporarily on hold but will resume in Spring) as well as 
attending various functions held at the golf club. 
If you’re looking for a fun activity in the colder months, give 
FootGolf a go. A game only takes an hour to complete and 
enjoy a coffee next to our fireplace after. 

Fiza Errington

List of Winners:
Club Championships (Men): A grade: Matt Rennison; B grade: Ky Timmins; C grade: Garry Walters; Veterans: David Crowe; Juniors: Joel Simons; 
Club Championships (Women): A grade: Jenny Chandler, B grade: Heather Hamilton, C grade: Cora Shovelton, Veterans: Heather Hamilton; 
Grand Masters Championship David Crowe – best gross, Graeme Inglefinger – best net; Betty Forster Summer Comp Michelle DeSauliniers; MF 
Ahern Mixed Championship Noel Pye and Suzanne Van Strien; Phoenix Plate Kerri Greig; Nancy Cockram Summer Matchplay Barbara Mars; Dave 
McKinnon Trophy Lionel Glasson; Fred Paice Medallist Dennis Hackling; He Hits it She Hits it Brad Crowley and Samantha Crowley; Twilight 
Wayne Davey (best nett), Brian Meneilly (best gross) and David Crowe (least putts); Virtual Masters Greg Seymour, runner up Greg Broom and 
3rd place  Steve McMinimee; Dawn Shaw Matchplay Sarah French; Hole in Ones Matt van der Kraan: 6th Hole on 5 March; Eric Wilson: 13th on 9 
April; Ian Hollingsworth: 6th on 9 April; Adrian Dearden: 15th on 12 April; Jordan Denereaz: 15th on 23 April; David Coates: 6th on 5 May.

Junior Pennant winning team
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A successful cricket season
The 2015/2016 season certainly was a successful one for 
the Upper Beaconsfield Cricket Club, taking home three 
premierships across both its senior and junior grades.
The club’s second XI, under the terrific leadership of Shawn 
Hassall, took home the club’s only senior premiership for the 
season after a thrilling grand final victory over Pakenham 
Upper at the Upper Beaconsfield Recreation Reserve.
In the juniors, both the club’s under 12 teams also claimed 
premierships, under the guidance of coaches Chris Pentland 
and Nick Pastras.
While the success on the field was certainly 
notable, perhaps the most pleasing aspect of the 
season was the way several of the club’s players, 
both in the senior and junior ranks, developed 
and improved their skills throughout the year.
This had much to do with the brilliant leadership 
shown by club coach Bathiya Perera, who will 
again be at the helm in 2016/2017.
It was fantastic to see so many players from the 
club attend several of the whole-club training 
nights throughout the season, which was a great 
way to bring the two aspects of the club together.
Several of our other teams made finals action 
this year, and while we weren’t able to taste the 
ultimate success in every grade, the way the 
players performed and represented the club 
should be commended across the board.
Special thanks should be given to all the club’s 
volunteers, junior coaches and parents for 
helping out throughout the year.
Special mention and congratulations should 
also be given to several of our junior and senior 

players who were rewarded for their terrific 
seasons at recent league presentation nights.
It won’t be long until pre-season training kicks off again for 
the 2016/2017 season, and the club is always on the look out 
for any players wishing to join a young and exciting club.
Stay tuned for some exciting news to come from the club via 
its Facebook page at facebook.com/UpperBeacCC

Julian Bayard

A serve from the Tennis Club
•   facebook.com/upperbeaconsfieldtennisclub    
•   www.tennis.com.au/upperbeaconsfield

New coaching team at the 
tennis club
Brett Hillier has now teamed up with 
Rob Scott to do tennis coaching at 
Upper Beaconsfield Tennis Club. 
Rob and Brett have a large array 
of tennis structures to suit any 
level. You can contact them and 
arrange a day or evening lesson at 
upperbeactenniscoaching@live.com.au

Working bee
The last working bee we had a great 
turnout with lots of jobs being done 
around the club: painting, gardening 

and a long overdue trimming of trees in 
the car park and around the club. Put it 
in your diary for another working bee 
toward the end of the year.

New carpet
Nothing like the smell of new carpet 
or not? The club house has brand new 
carpet upstairs and downstairs so 
please take a little bit of extra care when 
in the club house and cleaning up.

Interested in playing tennis?
The club has a vast array of day and 
night tennis available for all the family, 
mid-week ladies, mixed night tennis 

is on Monday – Tuesday – Wednesday 
and Thursday nights, Saturday and 
Sunday juniors, Saturday afternoon 
seniors and pennant. Contact the club 
below for more information. 
For more information about the Upper 
Beaconsfield Tennis Club and how 
you can get involved simply email us 
at upperbeaconsfieldtc@gmail.com or 
check out our website www.tennis.com.
au/upperbeaconsfield 

David Harvey 
UBTC Committee



KAYE CHARLES REAL ESTATE
UPPER BEACONSFIELD’S #1 AGENT

KCRE have been Upper Beaconsfield’s number 1 performing 
agent & area specialists over the last 13 years – selling homes in 
the Village centre to large acreage & everything in between. 

ETHICS 
We pride ourselves on being a vendor’s agent & conducting 
ethical behaviour at all times, while achieving the highest possible 
price, in a prompt manner. 

EXPERIENCE
We have the credentials & experience to provide the best possible 
service. We have the skill set to negotiate in the most professional 
manner for each & every one of our vendors.  

REPUTATION 
Most of our clientele are either repeat clients or have been referred 
to our agency.

MARKETING 
Our agency offers good old fashioned service while adopting 
today’s latest technology.

Honesty is our Policy

kayecharles.com.au        03 9707 0111

The team at FCA are your local financial  
advisers, with combined industry experience of  

over 60 years.

** The FCA meeting room and boardroom are available 
for hire, with all proceeds donated to the local community. 
Please contact us to make a booking. 

FCA Financial Pty Ltd is a Corporate Authorised Representative of AON Hewitt Financial Advice. ABN 13 091 225 642 AFSL. 239183

That’s experience You can Trust!

To receive your complimentary consultation with Ashley, Dave 

or Kerri, just mention this ad when booking your appointment.

Phone 1800 808 027 today.

 Life Insurance
 Income Protection
 Superannuation

 Total & Permanent Disablement
 Trauma Insurance
 Retirement Planning

 Brad BATTIN  
State Member for GEMBROOK

Proudly Local

www.bradbattin.com.au 
 5/6-8 Langmore Lane, Berwick 3806    9796 1987

 brad.battin@parliament.vic.gov.au

Authorised by B Battin, 5/6-8 Langmore Lane, Berwick Funded from the Parliamentary Electorate O�ce and Communications Budget. 



SAGE ACCOUNTING
MARK A SAGE

• Accountant
• Business Consultant
• SMSF Advisor/Manager
• Registered Tax Agent
49 Beaconsfield-Emerald Road, Beaconsfield Upper
P: 5944 3734     M: 0400 865 595
E: masage@tpg.com.au

CLIFFORD
ELECTRICS
  electrical contractors
Industrial – Commercial – Domestic

PO Box 368
Upper Beaconsfield 3808
Ph: 5944 4773
Fax: 5944 4776
fcliff@bigpond.net.au

PTY 
LTD

Frank 0418 329 639
Leigh 0419 567 243

REC 2631

Grease Traps Cleaned-Water Tanks Cleaned-Portable Toilets

S EPT IC  TANK C L EAN ING

www.ecoliquidwaste.com
0418 516 327 Pensioner & Seniors Discount

Call NOW for prompt friendly service & advice
ALL AREAS 

24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Owner Operator    
EPA Accredited

Safe Septic Tank Product Pack 
FREE with every septic tank cleaned

* limit one per customer
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CELEBRANT 

MARRIAGE CELEBRANT 
Matt McDonald BA DipEd 

Meaningful celebrations for weddings, funerals and namings 
5944 3860    0407 845 135 

fivemacs@netspace.net.au 

CLEANING SERVICES 

WINDOW CLEANING 

JOHN PLOWMAN 
Long establ ished business  

0418 597 630 

ANN BENTLEY 
Shop 2, 

31‐33 Beaconsfield‐Emerald Rd 
Upper Beaconsfield 

Fax: 5944 3571 
info@rivendellconveyancing.com.au 

CONVEYANCING 

Rivendell 
CONVEYANCING PTY LTD 
 

5944 3566 

 COMPUTER SERVICES 

 BUSINESS COMPUTING SPECIALISTS 

• On‐site Service  • Networking   
• Hardware  • Software   
27 Intrepid St Berwick 
1300 85 39 39 

CHIROPRACTOR 

beaconsfield chiropractic  
Craig Carter    Steve Pratt    Sergio Carlei 

9796 1110 
16 Wood St, Beaconsfield 

VILLAGE BELL BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
Thank you to Village Bell advertisers who service and support the Upper 
Beaconsfield community. Advertising enquiries contact 5944 3219  
or advertising.villagebell@gmail.com 

 ACCOUNTANTS 

Casey Partners Pty Ltd 
  Business Advisors and Accountants 
  Financial Planning   
  Self‐Managed Superannuation Fund Administrators 
67‐69 High Street, Berwick 
9707 2788 

KOONKIE WOORUN 
Angora Stud (est. 1974) 

Angora does and kids 
available early January 
Mohair sales to handspinners 
 

Hilary and Arthur Day 
Tel: 5944 3321 or  0417 038 935 
hmday@ozemail.com.au 

 ANGORA STUD 
 

Petruccelli Art Classes 
Adult art classes in oil & pastel painting 
Sunday mornings, Monday mornings 
or Monday afternoons  
102 Stoney Creek Rd Upper Beaconsfield  

5944 3224 

 ART CLASSES 

AUTOMOTIVE 

ROVING AUTOMOTIVE — Mobile mechanical services 
Servicing the area for over 13 years. All types of servicing and repairs. 

● 4WD specialist   ● Electrical repair 
● Accessory lighting   ● Battery systems 

Call Colin  0414 603 526 
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BUILDER 

 
 
For all sorts of celebration cakes! 
See www.facebook.com/empireofcakes 
Orders over $180 will receive a box of 12 cupcakes free*  

            0421 601 505   *Offer until June 30   

CAKES 

BAKERY 

Up The Hill Bakehouse 
GLUTEN FREE BREAD – pre-order 
HOT FOOD!  
Gourmet chicken and veg pies.  Beef pies – classic, 
curry, onion, bacon or mushroom.  Family and party pies.  Vegetable 
pasties or Spinach & ricotta triangles. Quiche Lorraine or vegetable.  
Traditional, cheese & bacon or curry vegetable sausage rolls. 

5944 4416 

Open Mon–Fri  
6am–5pm,  

Sat 7am–1pm 
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Trenching work 
Drains cleared 
Ground levelling 
Driveways repaired 
Other minor works 

ALAN DENNY 
0427 686 243   
9707 4105 

MINI EXCAVATOR HIRE 
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EXECUTIVE LANDSCAPES 
Design & Construction 

Brick, Stone & Cobblestone Paving 
Rock & Water Features    Bobcat & Tipper Hire 

0403 322 409  
www.executivelandscapes.com.au  

770 Bourkes Creek Road Dewhurst 3808 
5944 3971                   0418 124 038 

EM I LY   H I L L   FA RM  
ADVANCED TREES, ORGANIC BLUEBERRIES & FRUITS 

 Advanced trees  
 Blueberry plants  
 Blueberries fresh in season 

and frozen, while stocks last 
 Lemons, limes, rhubarb 

FARM GATE PRODUCE 

FARM AND PROPERTY SERVICES 

TREE & STUMP REMOVAL 
• Trees lopped   • Rubbish removal 
• Slashing   • Wood splitting or hire 
• Clean ups, domestic & commercial 
• On site mulching   • Hedges & edges 

 

0411 331 573   Grant  Andrewartha  
0412 672 048   Craig  

GARDENING SERVICES 

 

 • Ride‐on & hand mowing   • Garden maintenance   
 • Rubbish removal    • Trimming   • Handyman service 

BERT MOSTERD     0402 472 996 

 

Casey Wealth Advisers has been servicing 
the Berwick and Pakenham areas since 
2001, providing a range of wealth advice and 
Financial Planning services to help people 
grow, manage and protect their wealth. 

We will take the time to really listen and 
understand you. Our aim is to put you at 
ease, take the worry away and give you a 
feeling of confidence that you are in 
experienced hands. 

We will work with you on a plan for your 
future, and guide you through the process to 
get there. We promise to always deliver on 
the commitments we make to you. 

For more 
information, or to 
make an 
appointment, call us 
today. 
 
Casey Wealth 
Advisers  
67–69 High Street 
Berwick VIC 3806 
03 9769 9899 

Casey Financial Planning Pty Ltd (ACN 087 512 678)  
Trading as Casey Wealth Advisers, as Trustee for Casey Financial Planning Trust  
Authorised representative of Charter Financial Planning 

FINANCIAL PLANNING 

Living well, loving life 

BLUE HILLS LANDSCAPE  
●  Design & Construction 
●  Residential & Commercial 

IAN MERRIGAN     www.bluehillslandscape.com.au  
30 years experience   LV MEMBER   0411 625 422    5942 7667 

GARDEN LANDSCAPE DESIGN 

FRUIT TREES AND VEGETABLE PLANTS SUPPLIER 

PRACTICALHORTICULTURE 
Productive beautiful gardens for small spaces 

Specialising in fruit trees, dwarf potted fruit, espaliered fruit,  
vertical herb and vegetable gardens.  

0476 262 133       euan@practicalhorticulture.com.au 

ADVERTISE in the VILLAGE BELL 
Very affordable rates 

Contact advertising.villagebell@gmail.com 
5944 3219 
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POST OFFICE 

 Gifts 
 Books 
 Toys  
 Greeting cards 
 Passport photos 

 Stationery 
 Printer cartridges 
 Pay bills 
 Banking 

Mon to Fri 9–5, Sat  9–12.  Tel 5944 3200 

Upper Beaconsfield Post Office 

UPPER BEACONSFIELD COMMUNITY HALL 
Engagement   •   Anniversary   •   Reunion   •   Club function   •   Family celebration  •   Capacity 80   •   Enquiries 5944 3219 
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PAUL LA ROCHE 
5944 3320 

Fax: 5944 3305 Mob 0417 356 135 
larocheair@bigpond.com.au 

143 Stoney Creek Road 
Upper Beaconsfield   

Air Conditioning Mechanical Services 
ABN 36 981 265 804  Licence 29118  

Air Conditioning, Mechanical Services, General Plumbing, Water Renewals,  
Heating & Ventilation, Maintenance, Repairs, Split Systems 

PLUMBERS 

BURRIDGE BROTHERS PLUMBING 
 • Plumbing  • Split Systems 

• Gasfitting  • Blocked Drains 
 

Glenn   0417 571 455 
Licence 20750 

SWIMMING POOLS 

 
 
 
 
 

BACK IN UPPER BEACONSFIELD 
 

YOUR LOCAL QUALITY 
SWIMMING POOL BUILDER 

Contact  Terry Steel 0499 990 363 
Email  sales@seaspraypools.com.au 

Renovate by resurfacing 
We specialise in kitchen and bathroom resurfacing makeovers. 
Resurfacing is around 1/3 the cost of traditional renovations. 

For more information go to 
www.sustainablemakeovers.com.au 
or call Rick on 0407 097 525 

 Full kitc hens 
 Bench tops 
 Full bathrooms 
 Bath tubs 
 Shower bases 
 Flooring 

 Repair and resurface 
driveways 

 All outdoor paved areas 
 Permanently restore dirty, 

stained and mouldy grout 
lines 

RENOVATION 

LAWYER 

MEPSTEAD LAWYERS 
Timothy Mepstead 
Barrister & Solicitor 
Pakenham   5941 5166    F  5941 5177 
Yarra Junction  5967 1379    F  5967 2177 
mepstead@netspace.net.au 

PHILIP COOK & COMPANY 
HOME MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS 
Bathrooms & kitchens   Extensions and alterations 
Painting & decorating   Property maintenance 

‘No job too small’ 

0497 843 305    5944 3987    
Fully insured Over 30 years’ experience Free estimates 

HOME MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS 

GENERAL STORE, HARDWARE 

 

UPPER BEACONSFIELD GENERAL STORE 
Open 7 days  5944 3310 

 HARDWARE 
 GARDEN SUPPLIES 
 FIREWOOD 
 GAS BOTTLES 

 NEWSAGENT 
 STOCKFEED 
 GIFTS/PLANTS 
 DRYCLEANING 

 General Store Café 
Sundays only 

Coffee/pot of tea with cake/muffin 

REMEDIAL MASSAGE THERAPIST 
12 yrs experience.  Mobile treatments available  

Massage   Reflexology 
Infant Massage Instructor 
Reiki   Ear Candling  

Call Jane 0423 497 169 

REMEDIAL  MASSAGE—NEW! 

HOME AND PROPERTY MAINTENANCE—NEW! 

Dav id  H a r v e y  
0400 45 75 05 

▪ General Property Maintenance 
▪ S l eepe r  Re ta in i ng  Wa l l s  
▪ Lawns  ▪ Ga rden  ▪ Rubb i s h  

▪ S l a te  &  S tone  Repa i r s  
▪ Ba th room Res to ra t i ons  
▪ Pa in t i ng  i ns i de  &  ou t   
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VETERINARY SERVICES 

 

Horse dentistry for the 21st century 
Performance floating for competition horses 
Remedial dentistry / bit seating 
Foal, adult & senior horse dental checks 

Dr Paul Owens 
Veterinary Surgeon BVSc MRCVS 

Horse Vet Dentist 
0451 664 373 
www.horsevetdentist.com.au 

We are listed on  
EQUINE DENTAL VETS 

www.equinedentalvets.com.au 

Emerald Lake Travel P/L 
(at Emerald Community House) 

358 Main St Emerald 3782 

03 59 685222    or     0400 99 0026 

elt@nex.net.au   Web: Emerald Lake Travel PL  
Facebook: Emerald Lake Travel 

HOURS 
9am–1pm Monday to Thursday inclusive at the Community House 
1pm–5pm Mobile service by appointment at Community House, your 

home or Café Marte 
Fridays  9am–5pm and Saturday 9am–1pm Mobile service, 

by appointment as above 

TRAVEL AGENT 

EMERALD LAKE TRAVEL 

Ranges Ward news 
Community capital works grants 
and major equipment grants 

Each year council is pleased to be 
able to assist community groups 
managing community and 
recreational facilities to upgrade 
these facilities through our 
Community Capital Works Grants 
program.   

Two different grants are offered 
being the Community Capital Works 

grants of up to $35,000 and the Major Equipment grants of 
up to $20,000 to support recreation reserve committees of 
management to purchase major equipment items to 
maintain playing surfaces. 

This year’s successful applicants will be notified in early June 
and to celebrate their successful applications, various 
community groups will be invited to an invitation only 
dinner being held in early July.   

Projects applied for this year include water savings 
initiatives, and various types of improvements to 
kindergartens, halls and sports facilities.  

In 2015‐16 over $450,000 was awarded to 47 Community 
Capital Works projects and one Major Equipment grant 
through this program. 
  
Stan Henwood Award 
Stan Henwood was an outstanding member of the Tynong 
community having dedicated most of his life to volunteering 
for a number of community and sporting groups and 
organizations in Tynong.  He was awarded the Citizen of the 
Year award, as well as receiving a citation for his community 
achievements and a Medal from the Prime Minister for 
Service to Sport and an Order of Australia for Service to the 
Community. 

Each year council awards the Stan Henwood Award to 
honour Stan and acknowledge the contribution made by 
similarly dedicated volunteers within our community.  

This year’s winners, Ron and Beryl Banbury from Catani were 
announced at the Annual Mayor’s Volunteer Reception for 
their contribution towards the Catani Football club. Both 
have served in excess of 100 years between them—Ron 54 
years and Beryl 68 years, and together have raised thousands 
of dollars for the Club. Both were also heavily involved in the 
redevelopment of the facilities over the years. 
 
2016‐2017 Budget 

Council adopted the budget on April 26th.  More than $36 
million will be invested in new community and recreation 
facilities, road and footpath construction and maintenance 
and other significant capital works under Cardinia Shire 
Council’s draft 2016–17 budget. 

An additional $9.16 million will be spent on new and existing 
assets in Cardinia Shire, when compared to 2015–16. 
Meanwhile, Council did not apply for a variation to the rate 
cap and therefore rates will increase by 2.5 per cent. 
However, it is also a year that rates will be revalued so 
ratepayers will see a change in their rates based on how 
property values change, and the total overall rate revenue 
collected by Council will increase by 2.5 per cent. 
 
Hills Hub update 

After some unfortunate delays, concept plans for the Hills 
Hub will be available for community feedback during June.  
The plans will include several different concepts and 
feedback received will help guide the final design of the Hub.  
At the time of writing this article details of the consultation 
were still being finalised, but please keep an eye out in the 
local media, councils website and councils Facebook and 
Twitter. 
 
Cr Leticia Wilmot 
www.facebook.com/LeticiaWilmot.Ranges 
Ranges Ward councillor 
M: 0427 135 879 
E: L.wilmot@cardinia.vic.gov.au 
Cardinia Shire Council 
PO Box 7 Pakenham VIC 3810 
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