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“Upper Beaconsfield is a special place to live because …”
You should come and live in Upper Beaconsfield because… There’s 
a lot of animals like rabbits, kangaroos, deer and echidnas. It’s a big 
place and very quiet. You can also be in a cricket club and you can 
make friends so easily. Just up the road there’s a bakery, supermarket 
and a general store. Each year there’s a Village Festival and rides and 
lolly bags. There’s also a lot of bushland. In the morning there’s birds 
singing a lot. We have great sunsets and sunrises.

By Finn K. (1/2 J)

Farewell to the Jacksons
Upper Beaconsfield would like to bid 
farewell to Graham and Barbara 
Jackson, who have been residents here 
for nigh on 47 years. ‘We will miss 
all the birds, and the long unspoilt 
views far into the distance that our 
home has afforded us over the years,’ 
said Barbara. The Jacksons are 
moving ‘down the hill’ to Berwick, so 
fortunately they do not have to sever 
all social ties with their friends and 
the community up here. We wish them 
well at their new address, and thank 
them for their long and significant 
contribution to the greater good of 
Upper Beaconsfield. 

In this Village Bell we welcome the contributions from students of Beaconsfield Upper Primary School.  
Thank you to the students who have participated and Lauren Wilson for co-ordinating their submissions.  
See page 8 for more stories.

Photograph by Graham Kneen



The Village Bell September 2016 3

Focus on community— 
Upper Beaconsfield Association
In 1974 when Council was making changes to Emerald Road 
without local consultation, a large and noisy public meeting 
was held in the Upper Beaconsfield Hall. Residents soon 
realised an association was needed to liaise with the Council, 
which then led to the formation of the UBA. This role is still 
important and has expanded over the years.

The UBA
1. Conducts public meetings to discuss local issues. In 

recent times this has included the cleanup of Elephant 
Rock, local policing and the change of speed zones

2. Publishes the Village Bell. Since 1978 this community 
newsletter and magazine has been able to record much 
of the important local history and events and provide 
important information to residents 

3. Publishes the Upper Beaconsfield web site. Look up 
information and photographs about the local area. The 
web site also hosts the complete archive of Village Bells. 
https://upperbeaconsfield.org.au/about

4. UBA members administer the Upper Beaconsfield 
Facebook page. Residents are invited to post items of 
interest on this page 

5. Coordinates the Upper Beaconsfield Carols in the 
park each Christmas Eve

6. Organises the Upper Beaconsfield Citizen of the Year 
Award to recognise the contribution of local people to 
our community

7. Contributes to community projects, for example Men’s 
Shed and the Village Festival

Invitation
The UBA invites residents to come along, join our 
discussions and contribute to various projects in our local 
community. We also need volunteers to assist the Carols 
and to support the Village Bell by contributing articles or 
joining the collating or printing teams. Any assistance is very 
welcome. Contact 5944 3219 or helen.r.smith@iinet.net.au

Local policing in the hills
Senior Sergeant Graeme Stanley from Pakenham Police 
spoke to the June UBA public meeting about the local area, 
recent changes in policing and local issues. His presentation 
and manner were impressive. 

Emerald Police now look after Upper Beaconsfield. The 
Emerald Police 
Station is open 
16 hours a day 
normally, but this is 
not always possible 
as staffing is tight 
and no more police 
are being allocated 
to Emerald at the 
moment. Police 
presence is boosted 
at times by units from Dandenong and Casey. Patrols operate 
from 11 pm–6 am. 
Casey and Cardinia are big growth areas and are listed as a 
priority for increased police numbers in the next two years. 
There is considerable strain on police services. The police 
use partnerships (e.g. council and mental health agencies) 
to deal with family violence and mental health which is at 
“epidemic” levels. 
Police fire patrols are undertaken during the fire season from 
1 November to end of April targeting fire risk areas and fire 
bug activity in Bunyip, Emerald and Upper Beaconsfield 
areas with close liaison with CFA and SES. 
The road toll has increased, especially for motor cyclists. 
State Highway command has more resources during 
holidays. Graeme agreed there could be more ads from TAC 
to educate the public. Cardinia police have learnt a lot from 
Casey.
It is important for everyone to lock cars and keep valuables 
out of sight, and lock your house to deter criminal activity. 
Community education and police engagement with the 
community is the best approach for police. 
Thank you to Graeme for a very informative talk. Thanks Cr 
Brett Owen for organising contact with the speaker.
Note: 
In case you missed it, the Pakenham Gazette featured 
Graeme in a story highlighting his background and 
experience. He is being awarded the Governor-General’s 
Australian Police Medal (APM) in September for his work 
to improve police responses to domestic violence victims 
and mental health patients. http://pakenham.starcommunity.
com.au/gazette/2016-07-15/shocked-into-action/

Helen Smith, Secretary, UBA

Upper Beaconsfield Carols by Candlelight 2016

Singers wanted
Enquiries:

Noel Ling lingn@bigpond.com 0414 443 735
Helen De Jager helendejager@iprimus.com.au 0417 163 123
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Month 45 yr av. 2015 2016
Jan 63.6 36.7 89.7
Feb 58.4 55.7 15.6
Mar 64.2 29.5 46.4
Apr 78.3 76.5 74.9
May 86.1 83.3 119.2
Jun 80.3 24.4 138.8
Jul 78.6 76.1 102.9
Aug 85.7 105.1
Sep 90.6 49.2
Oct 94.3 19.3
Nov 86.5 51.3
Dec 80.4 47.3
Total 947 mm 654.4 mm

Rainfall at “Barkala”, 
Beaconsfield–Emerald Road

The last three months has had a big 
increase in rainfall and the end of 
drought conditions.
These three months (May–July) had 360 
mm of rainfall compared to a 45 year 
average of 245 mm.
We should look forward to a return to 
average rain and a warmer spring till the 
end of the 2016 year (at least).

George Moir

Thank you to our subscribers: 
Clarnette, Caroline - Cox, Kay - Fischer, 
H & M - Fischer, M & C - Francey, R & S - 
Freeman, Jean - Jensen H - Jolly, Graham 
- O’Gallagher Cheryl & Fergus - Simpson, 
Harold & Denise - Stephens Family

Berwick/Upper Beaconsfield Red Cross Unit
Thank you to the patrons of the Pine Grove Hotel for their 
generous donations to the Red Cross container in the bar. When 
opened, it contained $127.70. It is always surprising to see 
how much the coins add up to and the donation is very much 
appreciated by Red Cross. Barbara Jackson 

Country Women’s Association
New members always welcome. 
We meet on the fourth Friday in the 
month at St John's church hall at 1.30 pm. 
Enquiries
President Barbara Reid 9705 0276 or 
barbarareid@iinet.net.au 
Secretary Jacky Dow 0410 467 805 or 
woorinyan@internode.on.net

Beautification group
We have been successful in being granted two small grants.
Some work has already been started on the corner of Charing Cross opposite 
the general store, and the Charing Cross bank along the footpath and the road. 
These areas have very tough conditions and surprisingly they were quite dry 
even after all the rain we have had, so growth will be very slow as we have found 
on the Milk Bar bank.
At our next working bee we will add more plants to the Milk Bar bank, and give 
the existing plants some TLC in the form of a tablet containing microbes and 
lots of other goodies.
If anyone has any suggestions regarding areas to be beautified please lets us 
know, we would welcome your input and help.

Jenny Pritchard 5944 3763

Your UBA
As the local forum 
for the community 
we need your input!
Our general meetings are held 
bi-monthly on the 1st Wednesday 
of the month at the community 
centre at 7.30 pm.
Our local councillors attend these 
meetings and issues relating to 
Upper Beaconsfield are discussed, 
e.g. fire restrictions, speed changes 
to roads, graffiti, damage to 
property, and any other local issue.
I realise that everyone is busy and 
night meetings can be difficult 
particularly for young families, 
but, we do need to hear your ideas 
and concerns so we can continue 
to lobby on your behalf.

Jenny Pritchard UBA 
President  5944 3763

Next UBA general meeting
Wednesday 5 October 7.30 pm  

Upper Beaconsfield Community 
Complex.

Thank you Tania
Tania Baxter recently announced she 
would not be standing for re-election 
in the October Cardinia Shire Council 
elections.
The UBA would like to acknowledge 
Tania’s hard work on Council and her 
efforts for residents in the Ranges Ward. 
The Association has really appreciated 
her attendance at our meetings, her 
support and the way she assisted in the 
dissemination of important information 
to our residents through the meetings 
and the Village Bell. The Ranges Ward 
councillors have been a great team. We 
wish Tania well in her future endeavours.

Upper Beaconsfield 
Association 
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Speed zones update
During the previous Victorian Coalition government, a plan 
was introduced to reduce speed limits to 60 km/h and  
80 km/h respectively in 70 km/h and 90 km/h zones. This 
was based on advice from the Traffic Accident Commission 
that for every 5 kph increase above 60, the risk of deaths 
from collisions doubles. 
VicRoads started reducing the speeds on many urban and 
rural arterial roads in 2014-15. This led for example to 
the reduction of speed to 60 kph from Guys Hill to Upper 
Beaconsfield. Many locals are still unhappy with this change. 
But VicRoads will not change the speed limit back to 70 kph. 
Not long after its introduction, the new Victorian Labor 
Government called a halt to the automatic reductions in 
speed limits. Many people were unhappy with the lack of 
consultation and a campaign by motoring body RACV and 
the Leader suburban newspapers received a lot of support. 
The authorities are now assessing roads on a case by case 
basis. 

The situation in Upper Beac
The Upper Beaconsfield Association has 
received the following information from 
Cardinia Shire traffic engineer Nicholas 
Charrett regarding these council roads:
1. Salisbury Road – Decision is on hold at the 

moment regarding the change of the short 
non-conforming 50 section back to 60.  
[At a UBA public meeting in February, 
many residents expressed their opposition 
to the increase to 60 due to the narrow road 
along this busy section.]

2. Stoney Creek Road – change whole length 
from 40, 50 and 70 to a uniform 60 due to

 a. Collector road in the road hierarchy - 
backed up by higher volumes / speeds

 b. Removal of 70 zones (pending VicRoads decision on 
removing remaining 70 zones)

 c. Property density
 d. Changing permanent 40 School Speed Zone to time 

based 40 School Speed Zone

3. Red Hill / Lewis Road – change non-conforming 50 / 100 
default sections to uniform 60

4. Split Rock Road – change whole length from 70 to 60 
due to removal of 70 zones and clear zone issues (pending 
VicRoads decision on removing remaining 70 zones)

5. Albers Road – change whole length from 70 to 60 due 
to removal of 70 zones and property density (pending 
VicRoads decision on removing remaining 70 zones)

6. Manestar Road – change whole length from 70 to 80 due 
to removal of 70 zones and property density (pending 
VicRoads decision on removing remaining 70 zones)

Stoney Creek Road is realistically Council’s next priority 
to look at the speed zone in Upper Beaconsfield after 
we have fixed Salisbury Road. (With VicRoads previous 
interpretation of the 70 zone removals and the community 
backlash a hold has been placed on the 70 removals by the 
minister. Until this is resolved, the Split Rock, Albers and 
Manestar road changes are not necessary.)
VicRoads MUST approve any changes to speed zones 
(even on local roads) and they have recently released some 
additional guidelines for community consultation too. We 

already pretty much comply with 
these new guidelines as we already 
do notification / consultation with 
the affected community (unlike 
VicRoads and why the minister 
intervened…) and the UBA as the 
local community group is a key 
stakeholder in this process for us in 
Upper Beaconsfield.

Feedback needed
The Upper Beaconsfield 
Association held a public meeting 
in August on speed zones and would 
like to get more feedback from 
residents who have constructive 

comments about these changes. Just remember that whether 
these changes go ahead will depend on VicRoads’ decision 
on the remaining 70 zones. Email your comments to UBA 
secretary Helen Smith helen.r.smith@iinet.net.au

Helen Smith, Secretary, UBA

It’s spring—time to plant!
• Great quality, lots of choice
• Plant prices start at $2
• Tubes, pots, and advanced stock
• We grow thousands of plants each year
• We supply local residents, community groups,  

schools, kindergartens, landscapers, councils
• New volunteers welcome to join our  

friendly group

1 Halford Street Beaconsfield Upper
Open Fridays 9am – 4pm
Enquiries: 0407 304 061
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Tribute to John Murrell
16 October 1952 – 5 June 2016
Some few days after the fires swept through 
Upper Beaconsfield, the Shire installed a 
caravan outside the hall, and in the van was 
a young Council officer, John Murrell, who 
was really placed there to do what he could 
for the devastated community, with him 
giving only basic advice. John died in June 
this year. Here is his story and I think it 
would be good if the community knew.
The 1983 Ash Wednesday community of 
Upper Beaconsfield owe an incredible debt 
of gratitude to John Murrell.
The area was totally devastated by 
horrendous fires involving loss of life, 
loss of over half of the homes and loss 
of infrastructure – a deep grief and loss 
confronted the Upper Beaconsfield 
community.
John Murrell set himself up on site, in a 
caravan, just a day or so after the fires had passed through the area, hoping to offer 
a kind word, or a piece of advice to the residents who had lost all.
John never really left the area for many, many weeks. Aided by many including 
Dr Charles Wilson and Joan Medwin, then Joan Harris together with local 
Councillors and community volunteers he worked to bring some sort of normality 
to the impacted residents. 
As the needs of the residents grew, the central small caravan operation evolved 
into a full on Emergency Relief Centre with John Murrell still leading the way. 
Day after day, minute after minute John was there expanding his knowledge and 
expertise, all for the sole purpose of helping the residents to deal with their loss 
and grief.
John was never frustrated, always calm and always with a kind and understanding 
word. 
As soon as possible food and clothing supplies, registration, donations, recovery 
processes, insurance and welfare services were provided at the expanded Centre. 
Caravans were offered to displaced residents so they could return to their burnt 
out blocks. 
The Council asked and encouraged its officers to work with John on site and he 
built up a team of helpers to assist in the running of the Emergency Relief Centre. 
As the work load at the Centre increased, John’s fellow workers asked senior 
Council officers to direct him to take some time away from the Centre. They 
were concerned about his health because of the enormity of the work load he was 
undertaking.
Not fazed, John absorbed all the work and it was he who had the overall 
responsibility for all that was happening and for making it all work. Where 
assistance or action was required from other organisations John successfully 
ensured that it occurred without delay.
Thank you John, from all who you assisted in the aftermath of the Upper 
Beaconsfield fires.
You will be sadly missed. 

Peter Meeking &  
Colin Ackehurst (former CEO Shire of Pakenham)

From the Village Bell archive
Former Upper Beaconsfield resident 
Peter Meeking sent the Village Bell 
news about the recent death of John 
Murrell. Peter had worked with 
John after Ash Wednesday in 1983. 
Peter, Upper Beaconsfield Citizen 
of the Year in 1997, also made a 
considerable contribution at that 
time.
Extract from the Village Bell 
archive—Issue No. 102 January 1995

The Shire of Pakenham & 
Upper Beaconsfield 

by Phil Rocke
“Highlights of Peter Meeking’s 
seventeen years as Councillor 
included the co-ordination of 
Shire and local organisations and 
individuals into helping Upper 
Beaconsfield re-establish itself after 
the Ash Wednesday fires (a very 
emotional experience), negotiations 
with the Education and Conservation 
and Environment Departments which 
led to the transformation of the tip 
at the old Recreation Reserve in 
Upper Beaconsfield into the present 
excellent facility; working as Shire 
President for the procurement of 
the land for the new Shire Offices, 
and working with the team which 
obtained 50 acres from the Ministry 
for Health for use as a Regional 
Recreation Centre in Pakenham.”

photograph: The Great Southern Star
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Our memories of the aftermath of the  
Ash Wednesday Fires
At the August UBA meeting a Cardinia Council video was 
viewed on preparation for natural disasters, fires, floods etc. 
After the meeting general conversation was focused on how 
Upper Beaconsfield coped with the aftermath of the Ash 
Wednesday fires.
It is important to remember that the volunteer CFA 
members worked not only over the Wednesday and 
Thursday, but virtually for a month, before rain helped with 
the monumental task of blacking out. Over that time, trees 
would suddenly ignite after burning internally and as much 
of the land in Upper Beaconsfield has a peat base, fires 
could quietly smoulders away. A number of these dedicated 
volunteers also lost their homes while fighting to save others.
The amazing thing about Upper Beac citizens was the 
magnificent power of volunteers working in all manner of 
ways to help others. Government help was offered but it 
was the residents working with the Shire that enabled a very 
cohesive plan for recovery.
The Hall was the repository for donated goods. These were 
sorted by CWA members, meals were cooked and handed 
out with lots of hugs and tears.
The church had been destroyed so on the first Sunday a huge 
service was held on the old tennis courts at the back of the 
Hall. The twisted cross had been rescued from the wreckage 
of the church and was featured at the service. It seemed 
everybody was there. Friends catching up, just knowing they 
were alive prompted more hugs and tears.
The Pine Grove Hotel, totally destroyed, managed to meet 
licensing requirements by opening the following day in a 
tent. Beer flowing (great relief)!
The Beaconhills Golf 
Club became the 
place to dine out. The 
club also provided 
accommodation for 
a large number of 
caravans together 
with access to toilets, 
showers and clothes 
washing facilities.
The recreation 
reserve served as a 
dumping ground for 
the twisted iron and 
building rubble when 
former houses were 
demolished. One of 
the saddest moments 
was seeing truck 
after truck after truck 
loaded with building 
rubble going down 
the hill. Our beautiful 

village of Upper Beac was literally being carted away on the 
back of a trucks.
The strongest memory of this time was the incredible 
bonding between residents – it was so very strong and so 
very, very special. We would not wish this disaster on anyone 
but those who lived through it came out better and stronger 
people. For many years, past events were referred to in terms 
of “before the fires” or “after the fires”, and new residents 
would comment on the strong bond they sensed between 
those who lived through the fires. This may have faded over 
time but the fires are still a defining event amongst older 
residents who have retained a special sense of belonging to 
this lovely place they have chosen to live their lives in.
We saw the very best of people and unfortunately we also 
saw the worst of some others – generally outsiders who 
saw opportunity in the remains of a damaged community 
struggling to rebuild itself.
We mention this bonding because it was something that 
must not be forgotten, either here or elsewhere. When a 
community is facing the task of rebuilding itself after such 
an experience and such losses, it is important they be helped 
in their struggle to re-build rather than for others to come 
in and do it all for them. It is something to do with having 
a sense of ownership of our village. The people who lived 
through these events will never forget them, or the strong 
bonds that were created between them. To those who have 
followed us and have grown to love this place, please retain 
your sense of ownership of our Upper Beaconsfield.

Barbara and Graham Jackson 

Photograph supplied by Mary Griffin
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”Upper 
Beaconsfield is a special 
place to live because ...”

Upper Beaconsfield is cool. It is a 
beautiful place but there could be bushfires. 

It’s a bigger place than I thought it would 
be. Everything is green. The sky is nearly 

always blue. I always see cats and sometimes 
kangaroos. I like having some picnics and going 

to the duck pond. 
By Hamish L. (Prep H)

In Upper Beaconsfield everyone is nice. I like the 
plants when they are autumn colours. I like the 
shops and I love BUPS. I like all the birds that I see 

in our front garden and I like the animals that I see. 
We see rabbits, wallabies, echidnas and wombats. In 
spring there are lots of flowers and it is sunny. I like it 
here in Upper Beaconsfield.

By Brianna W. (Prep B)

‘A day in Upper Beaconsfield’ 
“Ahhh…..” I sigh as the bright sunlight trickles through 
the big green leaves and through the slightly opened 

curtains and appearing on my face. It feels warm, I open 
my eyes carefully. Still wrapped up in blankets from last 

night I lift my head wearily to sit up. It’s a frosty morning but 
I feel the warm light on my face. I jump out of bed and open 
the curtains fully. “Good morning, Upper Beac!” I call to the 
trees and the birds. My presence makes them sing with joy.
I head down to the store with my dogs on the lead, barking 
with joy while scampering through the green. With my 
change in my pocket jingling around I skip on the path, 
making my way. A coin jumps out of my pants and onto the 
concrete. A man from behind calls out “Miss, you dropped 
some money!” His words make me realise the trouble with 
pockets. “Thank you, you are ever so kind” I say gratefully 
to the kind man. I drop the money into my pocket and be 
careful for the journey ahead. 
I arrive at the shop, and with the dogs tied up, I walk in. 
Pramad and Anita greet me. “Hello there Sadie. What did 
you do with your hair? It’s looking very beautiful! I smile at 
them. “Thank you Pramad, thank you, Anita!” I walk to the 
lollies and grab one. I pay and then leave saying “Goodbye!”
I walk on my own because I feel safe, the people are so kind. 
When I cross the road with care I don’t have to wait long as 
there are not many cars. Not as busy as Berwick or Emerald. 
The kids in the street all play with me. We hang out and talk 
and do lots of things. I love when we have water fights on the 
front lawn. Everyone joins in and it makes it so much fun.
The fresh breeze in the afternoon calms me down. The birds 
are singing while I take a nap out in the sun. The trees I look 

up to are swaying with happiness. 
In the summer it will be hotter but for 
now in spring, I’m happy sitting in the 
sun. Upper Beaconsfield is my home.

By Sadie R (5/6 J)

‘Today is the Village Festival’ 
I saw the bright blue sky smiling at me. I smelt 
the air, it smelt different. It was warm. It smelt 
like pancakes. I noticed that I needed to eat 
breakfast. I slid down my three decker bunk bed 
with slide (I felt like a bird). I opened the door 
for fresh air. I saw the flowers blooming, the birds 
chirping, the trees waving at me and the clouds were 
so fluffy I could eat them ... then I thought “Today. 
Today is the day. THE VILLAGE FESTIVAL!” I 
slammed  the door, I munched down the pancakes 
and ran into my parents’ room yelling “Cockadoodle 
Doo!” “Wake Up!” Dad yawned, Mum snuggled, I 
sighed. 
Just then I had an idea. I ran like the wind back to my 
room. I pushed my brothers and yelled “If you don’t 
hurry up all the treats will be gone.” When Rudy and Mack 
heard the words treats and lollies they started changing their 
clothes, yelling, running around the room and jumping on 
my parents’ bed. 
55 billion years later ... (not quite) At last we were ready to go 
to the Village Festival. When we got there I looked around 
and there was SO MUCH TO DO!
When we got home our faces and arms were covered with 
face paint, our tummies full of lollies and treats, our arms 
full of toys, our mouths full of laughter and our heads full of 
fun memories. What a fun day!

By Samantha K. (1/2 L)

“The reasons why I love Upper Beaconsfield”
I love how it’s very quiet in the mornings. I love in winter 
how it’s very cold and a lot of animals come out in the 
morning. I just love the fog in the mornings, and then 
the warm sun shines through the trees later in the day. 
Upper Beaconsfield is very spread out. No houses cluttered 
together, no dangerous things around, it’s very safe. Upper 
Beaconsfield is a beautiful place. Lots of trees, lots of bush 
and lots of stores down the road. The community here 
is very friendly. You can make new friends easily! Upper 
Beaconsfield is a very nice town. Upper Beaconsfield is the 
best place to be. That’s why I call Upper Beaconsfield home.

By Morgan B. (3/4 LK)

The following 
writings have been 
provided by the 
students from the 
Beaconsfield Upper 
Primary School.
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Cardinia Catchment Landcare Group
Cardinia Catchment Landcare Group is working 
on so many projects at the moment and we are 
always happy to see new volunteers of any age. 
A few of the things we are working on are Cardi 
Creek Kids, KANGA kindergarten program and 
we are also involved with a Work for the Dole 
team. Cardi Creek Kids is a community group 
open to any child who wants to come and get 
their hands dirty and learn about their local 
environment. We try to plan short but regular 
events designed to get kids excited about nature 
and interested in conservation. Cardinia Creek 
is really good quality bush. This means that it 
provides habitat for all sorts of creatures – from 
beetles to birds to platypus! By protecting the creek 
and doing things like planting trees and keeping it 
clean we can keep the bush beautiful for everyone 
to enjoy! The kids make friends and parents enjoy 
a regular, affordable activity that encourages their 
children to be active in the outdoors while learning 
about the wonderful surrounds. We run monthly 
events, on a Thursday or Sunday. If you are interested in 
attending, please contact Isabel at iebsworth26@gmail.com 
for more details or look up our Facebook page.
CCLG currently has a Work for Dole team (pictured below) 
doing fantastic work at Beaconsfield Recreation Reserve. 
Most recently they built a fence around the Perc Allison 
Oval to protect seedlings they planted and prevent erosion 
of the bank. In the future this will also slow the progression 
of weeds entering the conservation reserve. The team comes 
from all walks of life and each brings a different set of skills 
to the group. The team has just about finished their six 

month program and has impressed us with their enthusiasm 
and diligence. We are thrilled to be setting them up with 
casual work as our Conservation Team. This means they will 
have paid work and will continue to learn new skills and 
share their own knowledge. Our current Work for Dole team 
started on 16 August and will be a mobile conservation crew, 
working on several different sites to help preserve the unique 
flora and fauna we are so lucky to have at our doorstep.
The KANGA project takes environmental education to 
kindergartens within the City of Casey and Cardinia 
Shires. KANGA stands for Kids And Nature Growing 
Australia, and first began in August 2015. KANGA sessions 
involve a 30 min–1 hour interactive and hands on session 
at a kindergarten. We provide indigenous plants for the 
kindergarten to help teach the children how to care for 
plants and the environment, as well as native seeds with 
growing instructions so that the children can learn how 
plants are grown. We also bring in native animals and water 
bugs (above) for the children to see, touch and learn about. 
This interaction with animals such as lizards, frogs, possums, 
owls and bugs is a unique experience that inspires a sense 
of wonder about nature in the 4 year old children. There 
is increasing evidence to support beliefs that children who 
have opportunities to interact with and connect to nature 
will benefit physically and mentally, both at the time of the 
interaction and also in their future. 

Naomi Power (0407 316 951), for the CCLG
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WEED CONTROL - REVEGETATION
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

SPRING IS ON THE WAY!

"One year of  seeds is seven years of  weeds"

I am a local weed and indigenous plant specialist with over 15 years experience in environmental weed 
control,  bushfire management, revegetation, wetland, grassland and bushland management.

I can help you reclaim, restore and protect your property through a wide range of  services including en-
vironmental weed control, prescribed  burning, ecologically sensitive thinning, slashing, and revegetation. 

EcoRestore is supporting the revegetation of  Salisbury Gully and the Green Circle Plant Nursery.

Phone: 0439 o15 534
michael@ecorestore.com.au

Invitation to visit nursery!
Have you visited our native plant 
nursery yet? We are in Halford Street, 
just around the corner from the 
Milk Bar and open on Fridays, or by 
appointment. See our advertisement in 
this issue.
We have had good rains this winter 
and the ground is now perfect for 
planting. It is a good time to plant, the 
earlier the better, to enable plants to get 
established before summer. Most of our 
stock is tube stock and very economical 
at just $2 each.
We have native ground covers, 
climbers, shrubs, grasses, lilies and 
wildflowers, small and large trees.
Many of our customers plant to 
encourage birds and provide habitat for 

wildlife. Gardens 
are not just for 
looks alone, but can 
help preserve our 
local environment. 
How satisfying is 
it when you see 
beautiful birds 
visit your garden 
because you have 
provided food and 
shelter for them? 
Other customers 
carry out 
indigenous planting 
as part of council 
revegetation 
requirements. For 
example, if they 
have had to remove 
some native trees to build a house. If 
you go to the Cardinia Council web 
site, then to Community Compass you 
can type in your address. You get lots 
of information about your property 
including what native plants grow in 
your location.

Volunteers welcome! Join our friendly 
nursery team. Just call in on Fridays 
when we are open. You will learn all 
about plant care and propagation while 
enjoying the company of others. 

Sue Simmons & Helen Smith

Acacia pycnantha
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What’s on at 
the Community 
Centre
Our Centre courses are off to a flying start this term. By far the 
favourite is our Dance Class held on a Friday night. This term 
couples are learning (bronze level) Cha Cha and the Waltz 
along with the customary progressive dances. Nine weeks 
of fun and it all ends with a social evening on the last night. 
Fantastic value at only $55. All fitness levels welcome.
Our new sewing classes are also generating interest especially 
the beginners ‘Kids Sewing’ class. The children have mastered 
the sewing machine and are now making their own little 
projects which is great to watch.
Our computer and exercise classes are always well attended 
–beginner and advanced iPad, photo, social media, Xero 
workshops and strength, circuit and yoga classes. 
We now offer a free Walking Club on a Thursday during term - 
A great way to stretch those winter legs and meet new friends, 
all enjoyed at your own pace. Four legged friends also welcome.
There’s still time to join in the fun this term–
• First Aid - Monday 12 September from $75
• RSA Certificate (Responsible Service of Alcohol) –  

Saturday 10 September $70
• Learn to create your own Sourdough –  

Saturday 26 November $180
• Cider, Perry, Fruit Wine & Vinegar Making Workshop – 

Sunday 27 November $125
• Crop Protection with Nets – Sunday 18 September $95
• Cheese Making at Home Level  1 –  

Sunday 11 September $110
• Garage Sale Trail – Saturday 22 October $20
Thanks to Marianne Rocke (Upper Beaconsfield History) for 
her front page photo contribution, the first of our Historical 
Series. If you have an historical picture of the Upper 
Beaconsfield area for our future programs we’d love to hear 
from you.
Our ‘Twilight Market and Car Boot Sale’ is on again this year, 
Saturday 12 November 3–8 pm. We have a number of new 
stalls along with some of last year’s favourites. Sites are from 
$15. Call the office to book your site today! 
Keep a watch out, our term 4 is building every day and we’ve 
some AMAZING course deals and new opportunities for you.
If you’d like to receive your own copy of our program please 
call the office on 5944 3484 or email office@ubcc.org.au to 
arrange.
Great News! Our new website is coming soon.
We’re always aiming to offer something a bit different and 
looking for new ideas (and tutors!) so if you have something 
you can offer please come along and join in we’d love to hear 
from you.

Darlene Stillwell, Program Coordinator 
E. darlene@ubcc.org.au

Upper Beaconsfield Community  
Early Learning Centre
Our Early Learning Centre (ELC) is open from 7.30 
am–6.30 pm and offers exceptional services, for up to 26 
children per day. We are a small, community run centre 
that has a strong focus on children’s health and wellbeing. 
Whether you require care because you are working, need 
a break, or for your child to grow and develop with other 
children their age, then Upper Beaconsfield Community 
Centre (UBCC), is the place to come. 
Families are also eligible for at least a 50% discount with 
their Child Care Rebate (CCR)and further reductions 
with Child Care Benefit (CCB), when meeting Centrelink 
eligibility criteria. We also have funding available to cover 
the FULL cost of childcare for parents or carers while 
they are undertaking either Accredited or Pre-accredited 
courses at any institution, not just Upper Beaconsfield 
Community Centre. Call today to check whether you are 
eligible.
We offer half days & casual bookings, so drop your child 
in and enjoy a break! 
We don’t charge for public holidays, sick days (with 
medical certificate) and you can cancel by giving us two 
business days’ notice at no charge ... we aren’t like other 
long day care centres, we offer a homely and community 
atmosphere.
Term 3 Special (*Until 16 September 2016)
Mention this advertisement at the time of booking and 
receive a further discount after your Child Care Benefit 
(CCB) & Child Care Rebate (CCR) is applied of $10 credit 
to any new pm session or full day booking!

Recent activities at the ELC
The children have been enjoying a fairy garden they 
created. This was further extended by the children’s 
interest in maths and science, which has lead to our 
current science experiments in the ELC. The children 
have also acted out emergency situations, creating their 
own fire truck and allocating children as firemen, which 
has been a great opportunity for educators to teach the 
children about the upcoming fire season. We are hoping 
to get the local CFA to come and visit the children to 
support this interest and link the children with the local 
community. Other activities have included dress ups, 
creations with the blocks, puzzles, slime and paper mache. 
The children have lead the educators with their interests, 
which is then documented and captured with photos for 
families to contribute and see what’s happening. Book 
your child in today to join in the fun! 
Please phone: 5944 3484, (places are limited, so don’t  
miss out!) 

Natasha Jones
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Going from strength to strength
The Upper Beaconsfield Pony Club cannot, any longer, be 
classed a small club. Going from strength to strength with 
increasing membership where elsewhere this is declining, we 
now have a new group for younger children, our permanent 
instructor being Sam Tierney who is very well qualified to 
take on five ‘Minis” aged between three and five! Our other 
groups are named Welsh, Brumby, Waler and Warmblood.
The last Sunday in May saw some of our members start out 
from Sewell Road, Harkaway for a two hour trail ride: much 
was learned from this great and different experience and 
future trail rides will be organised.
Our July rally included, as the theory lesson, ‘The how and 
why of fitting the correct saddle to the rider and the horse’. 
Paul Buckland, a very experienced saddle fitter, explained 
to all the members the effects and symptoms of an ill fitting 
saddle. Even the smallest members were intrigued with what 
Paul showed them and listened intently to his talk.
The State Games in June meant that many of our riders were 

competing which reduced our numbers for 
the June rally. However, the weather was kind 
and the sessions fantastic. Bareback riding 
including small jumps really helped the riders to feel the 
difference and to feel the movement of their mounts. 
The Pony Club’s Combined Training Day was a real success 
with members from other clubs congratulating UBPC on 
the way the day was conducted. Combined Training is two 
events, one being show jumping and the other dressage: even 
our younger members competed and hopefully developed 
a taste for future competitions. We congratulate all winners 
and placegetters – a job really well done.
Melbourne Cup Day will again see the UBPC stage their 
Open Show jumping day at Akoonah Park Berwick with the 
course builder to be Paul Williams. There will be three rings 
for this Skye Park Series, a huge raffle, catering and of course 
the all important coffee van.

Helen Colliver

Dressage and show 
jumping competition—an 
outsiders view
After arranging the front cover shot, I curiously roamed around and 
focused my camera lens on a group of young people, many of whom 
were carrying on a family tradition of a connection with horses. In 
competitions, the kids were learning many of life’s lessons. ‘Just put 
in a better effort than you did last time,’ I heard a parent say to her 
child. For in equestrian events there are no certainties. Your best 
efforts may come off, or be dashed in an instant. You have to work 
with wild beasts that respond minimally to human discourse, and to 
just a few key signals. It mirrored exactly my experiences of working 
in any human bureaucracy. 

Cameron Rocke

Dressage 
Above: Plaiting the 
forelock for presentation
Left: Circling, diagonals, 
changing of pace, in 
exactitude or else you 
hear the dreaded judges 
car horn demanding 
remediation.
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Citizen of the Year—Nominate an adult or young resident
The 2016 Upper Beaconsfield COY award nominations are 
now open for both adult and young residents (under 21). 
Nomination forms will be available from the Post Office, 
Community Centre, and General Store. 

The purpose of the award is: To encourage and recognise 
the importance and value of community service in Upper 
Beaconsfield, and honour and acknowledge those citizens 
who have given meritorious service for the progress and 
development of this community and its residents.
Eligibility
The nominee/s will be a person(s) who:
• Has been a resident of Upper Beaconsfield for at least 5 

years and is still a resident within the year of nomination 
•  Has made a significant contribution to the community.

• Has not already received an Upper Beaconsfield Citizen of 
the Year award and 

• Is of good character
The closing date for the 2016 nomination is 31 December 
2016. Please note this date in your diary/calendar and consider 
nominating someone you know who is doing great work 
within the community. Anyone previously nominated but 
unsuccessful, can be renominated for 2016.
After the December closing date, the UBA will form a sub-
committee to assess all of the nominations. The COY winner 
will be notified, and an award ceremony will be held at the 
Village Festival on 19 February, 2017
Please complete and return the forms to the COY Coordinator, 
PO Box 86, Upper Beaconsfield.

Show jumping
Clockwise from bottom: awaiting your turn; testing a 
jump first hand; achieving the correct pace and step 
before a jump; halfway through a jump and already 
checking out the next one.
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Life and times of a modern soldier–Iraq
We conclude our article of Andrew Varga’s military experiences 
in the Australian Army. If you missed the first part, check out 
the June issue of the Village Bell - it is available online.
‘The Americans bore the brunt of the heavy fighting. Each 
individual American unit was pretty good. A lot of them 
were young reservists and National Guard, and took a while 
to settle into the country’. Andrew tells a story of a time he 
was travelling with a unit of US Marines. It highlights the 
complexities soldiers, during a military occupation, face 
when they don’t know who is friend or foe. ‘The Marines had 
pretty aggressive rules of engagement. A local’s tip truck was 
deemed to be getting got too close to them. The Marines shot 
out the tyres and the engine block. The driver’s and maybe 
several other families’ livelihood had just been taken out. If 
these Iraqis had been pro-coalition, they weren’t any more. 
For the unit though, failure to follow rules of engagement 
could endanger coalition lives. On the road, soldiers, 
sometimes hot and tired, constantly had to make such split 
second decisions’. 

‘Some of the Australian casualties were accidents. Quite a 
few guys in explosives got injured, but not killed. Otherwise, 
generally in Iraq you just had to be unlucky – in the wrong 
place at the wrong time. The insurgents couldn’t stop and 
aim their weapons. We had big artillery pieces in the bases 
that could do counter battery fire. If we knew where enemy 
fire came from we would just put a bunch of artillery rounds 
on top of that site. Many coalition bases, some numbering 
30,000 people, were still over a long period peppered with 
bombs and personnel died as a result. There were cleared 
zones around bases, a large tethered blimp 1 km high, radar, 
cameras - everything focused on stopping people sneaking 
up. In guarding bases, things could get really boring in 50 

degree temperatures in body armour. Each day could be like 
groundhog day. Days of the week didn’t matter. Occasionally 
there were visits from comedians and bands. 
‘Many people were shot by friendly fire. Some countries 
were better or worse at handling their weapons and driving 
vehicles. Travelling in vehicles was the most dangerous thing 
because planting roadside bombs was one of the primary 
tactics of the insurgents. Soldiers developed a form of dark 
humour to get them through. For a lot of people they had 
more issues after returning home.’ 
Andrew talks of the discussions between officers at the time. 
‘The Americans disbanded the Iraqi army. They thought it 
was the thing you do. Many felt it might have been a mistake. 
These people needed gainful employment, so they were easy 
fodder to go to any other side. Maybe it would have been 
better to keep them employed and together and see what you 
can do with them later [even though they had represented 
Saddam’s Sunni minority]. The Americans had to rebuild 
the apparatus of the police force, the military and all the 
rest of it. It was much slower than they thought it would be. 
Building stuff is pretty tough. Iraq isn’t a tight group. It’s a 
very tribal place of Sunni, Shiite, and Kurds. Therefore there 
isn’t a sense of purpose sometimes, other than Iraqis playing 
soccer as I guess then all the players were Iraqi and it was 
popular. It was a different vibe to East Timor. There it was 
easier to see whether you were achieving anything good. It 
is a lot easier to plan for war in the Middle East than it is to 
plan for peace. Democracy is a very fragile thing - it’s hard to 
create one out of nothing if you are not used to having one. 
‘A lot of people went to the Middle East wondering if they 
were making any difference. Near my Baghdad headquarters 
there was a little area called the French Village. There was a 
small school on the edge of the airport complex. I saw basic 
toys being delivered and they were being hoarded by the 
mothers. There was a sign - ‘Freedom for Iraq’. The children 
were enthusiastic and people were trying to be optimistic, 
but it was very, very hard.’ 
Andrew mentions that there were some great positives in 
doing his service. ‘I made many good friends on various 
deployments, even though you are only with them for a 
short time. You spend time with them morning to night, 

Below left: Dust storm - a regular event.  
Below: A makeshift rugby pitch (Inset) After rain.
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seven days a week. When travelling, you wait for a long time 
together at helipads. You’re with them for more time than 
you spend with members of your family during your home 
life. Doing a good job for your mates, and the team, on 
the task at hand dominates your thinking. Military history 
shows that this comes out the most for those who face the 
greatest danger.’ 
With the major exodus of coalition forces north-east Iraq 
has been taken over by Islamic State. In a free society like 

ours armchair critics abound. Andrew’s thoughts were 
... ‘If you wanted to destroy Islamic State militarily you 
could do it straight away, as long as you are prepared to 
suffer the consequences of doing it, because fighting in 
cities and towns is dangerous. It doesn’t matter how good 
your weaponry is. Western nations struggled to stay in 
countries like Iraq and Afghanistan long enough because 
it is expensive and people just don’t want to pay the price. 
The biggest concern is if you beat IS what happens next? 
Someone else takes over without some stable form of 
government. Servicemen/women want to feel that they 
are doing something positive, but it may take decades to 
decide whether these efforts did any good.’
We have young Muslim Australians being ‘radicalised’ 
to participate with unscrupulous military outfits in the 
Syria/Iraq region. From Andrew’s military experience and 
travels he has noted that, ‘young people want a sense of 

belonging and if you can’t find that locally, then you are easy 
fodder. History has shown time and time again that sense 
of belonging is an important one. A lot of people have some 
pretty extreme views. It’s not Islam that does this, nor was it 
Christianity that was behind the IRA. People use those other 
things as excuses to do the stuff they want to do.’
When asked about PTSD (Post Traumatic Stress Disorder) 
on return from active military experience Andrew 
discussed a few general observations of his. ‘At the time 
[of deployment] you didn’t see it. People have different 
thresholds. Some people who have been on many operations 
didn’t get PTSD. For some, one situation triggers something. 
[Army] group sessions weren’t sufficient - one-on-one’s are 
much better. I remember one bomb disposal guy who loved 
his job. Snipers were after him, booby traps were laid. He was 
having difficulties on return.’
Andrew left the army in 2007. ‘My kids had got older and we 
would have had to keep moving around. I don’t look back 
at army career with unhappiness. I got a lot more out of it 
than they got out of me. My last job in defence had been 
in defence materiel at Victoria Barracks.’ Andrew has since 
joined the public sector in a number of projects for transport 
and ports. At present he works for Public Transport Victoria 
- buying trains and trams.
Andrew enjoys fishing, playing poker and supporting 
his kids’ sporting activities. Like everyone in Upper 
Beaconsfield, chopping firewood is a regular weekend task. 

Cameron Rocke

Brad Battin MP—State Member for Gembrook 
Whilst there is much public commentary surrounding the 
Country Fire Authority’s Enterprise Bargaining Agreement 
I must remind you that at this stage it has still not been 
signed. The document is still being considered by the CFA 
Board and has implications for the relationship between paid 
and volunteer personnel. 
In the meantime, we must not grow complacent—we must 
remain focused on this coming fire season and ensure that 
we as a community are best prepared for fires this coming 
season.

In the capable hands of our local volunteer firefighters, 
such as those at the Upper Beaconsfield CFA, our local 
community is well equipped to meet the challenges of this 
fire season.
However, local fire services are best prepared to respond to 
emergencies when the community is prepared also.
I encourage all those who do not have or are unsure about 
their fire plan to contact your local brigade for some 
practical tips and advice on fire preparation so that all can 
remain safe in the event of fire. 

Brad Battin

Above: (Inset) strapped into an Australian Black Hawk helicopter. 
Main: hanging loose in a Polish helicopter. Below: The bottom left 
building where Andrew was stationed, was an old palace of Saddam 
Hussein, as viewed from a Black Hawk helicopter.  
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Toy Library–Affordable home 
entertainment

Entertain your children at home with a choice of new toys to keep them 
interested and to learn new skills. The 
Upper Beaconsfield toy library offers 
range, flexibility and variety at a very 
affordable cost. No need to store or buy 

large expensive toys. Borrow toys for your next family 
event or party. 
Come on in and see what we have. Meet other parents 
and make new friends while your children play. 
Special discounts and offers apply in term 4. Ask us 
about our casual membership rate. 
Our recent Stay and Play Playdate saw visitors and their 
children having a wonderful time drawing, colouring 
and playing on some of our favourite toys. Hungry 
tums were catered for thanks to local bakery Up the Hill 
Bakehouse (Phone 5944 4416) and delicious cupcakes 
from naatjepatisserie@gmail.com. Donations towards 

the Monash Children’s Hospital appeal can still be made 
through our website or at  
https://australiasbiggestplaydate.everydayhero.com/au/
upper-beaconsfield-toy-library
The library is open fortnightly on the 1st and 3rd 
Thursday of each month between 10–11 am during 
school terms. We are closed on public holidays. 

Saturday opening or not?
Would you like to see the library open again on a 
Saturday?
Saturday mornings were our busiest and most favoured 
session by members. If you would like the Toy Library 
to open on Saturdays next year, we would need more 
members and / or volunteers who would be interested in 

sharing a position of Saturday supervisor on a rostered basis. Training and support will 
be given. If you can help please contact the library or the community centre before 30 
November 2016
Keep up to date with us on Facebook. Like and share us today!
We’re located at Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre 
10–12 Salisbury Road, Phone 5944 3484 
Visit our website for more details http://ubtl.mibase.com.au
Email: upperbeac.toylibrary@yahoo.com.au

Marie Rogers

ELC Fundraiser
To update our outdoor space and create a wonderland for the 
children, we are running a fundraiser! If you would like to help 
us tell your friends and family to purchase an Entertainment 
booklet and you too could be enjoying discounts such as 25% off 
your bill at a restaurant or “buy 1 get 1 free”. All you need to do is 
click on the link to purchase: www.entertainmentbook.com.au/
orderbooks/1855g01
www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/Tell-me-More/Melbourne

Kindergarten
Time flies when 
you are having fun!  
We are already into 
term 3 and so many 
amazing things are 
happening at Kinder.
Our Kindergarten offers for next 
year have just gone out so look out 
for these and if you haven’t received 
yours yet, get in contact with the 
Cardinia Council to make sure you 
don’t miss out!

Fundraising activities
A massive thank you to the 
fundraising committee in particular 
Natalie Hoffman, Kate Bailey and 
Megan Vane for a fantastic “double 
denim” trivia night!  It was a great 
night and we raised just under 
$5 000. 
Thank you to all the families 
that came to the night and also 
those very generous businesses 
that donated items for the night. 
We will use all the money raised 
to continue to purchase new 
equipment for our Kindergarten 
children! 
Look out this term for another 
yummy pie drive and the awesome 
toy catalogues which are a fantastic 
way to get your Christmas 
shopping done while also raising 
money for the Kindergarten! 

Council grant success
We were also very lucky to 
receive a council grant for both 
our Kindergartens. Thank you 
to Rob Vanderham and Marcus 
Middelhuis for putting these 
successful applications together. 
This will allow us to have our 3 year 
old building painted inside and also 
a new water pump for the 4 year 
old kinder children to use in the 
outside playground. 
We are all looking forward to 
the weather getting better and 
continuing to enjoy our amazing 
Kindergarten experience. 
D’Arne Fisher 0407 326 373 

Upper Beaconsfield 
Kindergartens 

Association
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Fire Brigade awards
It’s a quiet time for the fire brigade at the moment, which 
is a nice change after a long busy summer fire season. But 
this is not to say that we haven’t had some things to do. We 
have responded to a shed fire, a chimney fire, a number of 
car fires accidents. We’ve also been doing a lot of behind the 
scenes actions and training activities, including the Cardinia 
group training day down at the CFA training ground 
in Bangholme. A fantastic day for all the crew involved, 
learning lots and gaining new valuable skills to take back 
to our brigades. We are also having a fundraiser BBQ at 
Pakenham Bunnings on 11 September. It would be fantastic 
to see a good number of people there. 
Speaking of car accidents, when emergency services, 
including fire trucks, Police, Ambulance and SES, are in 
the area please proceed with caution. Remember we are 
doing all we can to get the road cleared and back to normal. 
Unfortunately, this may mean us closing down a lane or the 
whole road. This is for safety reasons and to enable us to 
work as quickly as possible. 
There has been a spate of car fires at Elephant rock. If you 
notice anything suspicious please do not hesitate to call 
000, or if see something please stay around so we can get 
information. Please do not approach the culprit or the car.
The Brigade is happy to announce the completion of the new 
changing/turn out room, which is a fantastic new addition 
to the ever improving brigade facilities. This new room helps 
us turn out more quickly, more easily and more safely. We 
will hopefully be having the official opening soon with all 
members of the community welcome.
With this cold weather continuing and most of us enjoying a 
wood fire, remember that blockages in chimneys are highly 
possible and potentially dangerous. We advise that the flue 

and the chimney need to be cleaned out 
regularly to clear all obstructions, soot and tar. 
An obvious sign that the flue may be blocked 
is that the fire is not burning as well as usual 
and more smoke is expelled into the house. 
For peace of mind please 
have the flue cleaned. 
We have also had our 
annual awards night at the 
Cardinia-Beaconhills Golf 
Club on 30 July. It was a 
wonderful night where we 
celebrated the contributions 
of the brigade throughout 
the year and recognised 
people’s outstanding 
contributions to the CFA 
and our brigade. Our 
CFA Long Service awards 
recipients were
• Joe Collins and Jan 

Irving received National 
Medals (Active for more 
than 15 years)

• George Gibson 15 years 
of service to CFA

• Ray Allsop 35 years of 
service to CFA

• Doug Summons 35 years of service to CFA
• Dave Norbury 50 years of service to CFA
With our Brigade awards winners:
• Firefighter of the Year going to Tony Middleditch
• Captain’s Award going to Andrew Lloyd

Award recipients from left: Doug Summons, Joe Collins, Ray Allsop, Nancy Boura, Jan Irving, Darren Pagent and David Norbury.

First Lieutenant Scott Huijbregsen 
presenting a certificate of appreciation 
to The Berwick Op Shop.

continued on page 18
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Major gatherings at the Men’s Shed
It seems we’ve been on the crest of a wave as we come to the 
completion of the Men’s Shed Workshop, and the wave won’t 
quite break. But now we have had our final inspection by 
the Building Surveyor and we’re assured there are only a few 
minor matters to attend to and we will have a Certificate of 
Occupancy. We should be fully 
operational by the time the 
Bell is distributed.
With the completion of the 
workshop the task now is 
to plan and organise the 
internal layout, and begin 
to use the wide expertise 
among the members to mend, 
repair, design and build all 
manner of things. We have 
a good number of machines 
and tools, and one of the 
initial tasks will be to enable 
members to learn to use the 
more sophisticated machines 
safely and effectively.
The Men’s Shedders have 
been busy with BBQs, sausage 
sizzles and wood raffles, 
and every dollar earned is 
already committed as we put 
the finishing touches on the 
workshop. Members want 
to express their appreciation 
for the support given to the 
fundraising efforts. We have had a monthly BBQ at the 
Rotary Farmer’s Market at the Old Cheese Factory which 
has been worthwhile despite a bad run with the weather. We 
have committed ourselves to a further six months, hoping 
for better crowds. We are very grateful to Berwick Rotary for 
their support in providing this opportunity.
Many thanks to those whose contributions have enabled us 
to finish the Workshop without a considerable debt – John 
Finn for help with the plastering, Geoff O’Brien of Roadsigns 
Australia for doing the required painting on the disability 

car park, and to Beaconsfield Timber and Hardware for their 
generosity.
As President, I must pay a special tribute to the members who 
have put in long hours and hard work to get us to this stage. 
The Men’s Sheds of South and West Gippsland have cluster 

meetings of all the sheds. It’s 
our turn on 28 September to 
host a cluster meeting at the 
Upper Beaconsfield Shed. 
We expect 50–70 guests on 
the day, and we are required 
to organise speakers for the 
morning and lunch for guests.
Our second major event is an 
official opening of the new 
Men’s Shed Workshop, on 
Wednesday 16 November. 
Brad Battin will officiate, 
and we are working on a list 
of invitees and the program 
for the event. Our AGM will 
follow on 30 November.
If you or someone you know 
is in the process of downsizing 
and parting with tools and 
materials that might be useful 
to the Men’s Shed, we would 
like to hear from you.
Also, there may be residents 
who have been waiting for us 

to have an active workshop before joining our gathering. We 
would like to see them at the Shed. Our regular social get-
together is on Wednesdays from 10 am till noon. We follow 
the meeting with a simple lunch on the fourth Wednesday of 
the month.
For further information about the Men’s Shed, please contact 
Matt (0407 845 135) or Noel (0414 443 735)

Matt McDonald (President)  
and Noel Ling (Secretary)  

On behalf of the Members of the Men’s Shed.

• Officer of the Year going to Scott Huijbregsen 
• Eric Bumpstead Award going to Ex-Captain Barrie Gray
Members of our Fire Brigade Auxiliary were also thanked 
for their tireless support. Auxiliary service awards went to 
Stan Hamilton for 10 years’, and Nancy Boura for 40 years’ 
service.
Finally, on a sad note, everybody’s favourite ex postman, and 
35 year operational firefighter, Ray Allsop has decided to 
hang up the boots. We have all learnt a huge amount from 
Ray. It has always been wonderful to get to training, a call 
out or choir practice and have Ray there, always happy and 
willing to help out and with such a wealth of knowledge. 

Ray will be stepping down into a non-operational role with 
Upper Beaconsfield. Thank you Ray for all your outstanding 
service and commitment to our brigade over the past 35 
years. We hope to continue to see you around the brigade 
however enjoying your new non-operational status!
We are always looking for new fresh enthusiastic firefighters 
and auxiliary members. If you feel like you have what it 
takes, want to do things that not many others get the chance 
to do and want to do something for the community with a 
great bunch of people, please call Mike Schimizzi on 0422 
443 427 or come to join us for training which is held every 
Wednesday at 7.30 pm and Sunday at 9.30 am.

Emma Vulin

Phil Jones

continued from page 17
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Ranges Ward Councillors’ Report
New Open Air Burning Off Policy 2016

On 1 July 2016, Council introduced its revised Open Air 
Burning Policy, which includes new burning-off areas and 
conditions. Key changes in the revised policy include:
•  Simpler language
•  Cardinia Shire is divided into ‘Burn off areas’ and ‘No 

burn off areas’.
•  Amended burn off conditions (days of the week residents 

can burn off, distance that fires can be away from 
buildings etc.)

•  Larger properties (over 20 ha) have specific conditions to 
better manage vegetation.

If your property is in a ‘No burn off area’ OR you can’t meet 
any of the relevant conditions in a ‘Burn off area’ you can 
apply to Council for an issued permit to burn off. This can be 
applied for (free) using an online request for a permit or by 
calling 1300 787 624.
Please see website link for further information:
www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/Page/Page.aspx?Page_Id=965

Conditions Properties  
less than or equal to 20 ha

Properties  
greater than 20 ha

Days when fires are permitted Monday, Friday and Saturday All days except Sunday
Amount of fires permitted at any one time 1 3
Minimum distance required from the edge  
of the fire to any buildings 10 metres 30 metres

Minimum fire break size  
(an area clear of combustible materials around the fire)   3 metres 6 metres

Maximum size of fire  
(the size of the amount of material) 2 metres in any dimension 4 metres in any dimension

2016 Council elections
If representing your community at 
local government is something you 
are really interested in then please 
get informed. Tania Baxter will not 
be restanding for Ranges Ward, due 
to her decision to return to full-time 
teaching, so at least this position will 
need to be filled.
There is a VEC information session 
coming up for Cardinia which will be 
held at Council Chambers in Officer 
between 7–9 pm on 13 September. 
RSVP if possible.
Presently, Council meets for briefings 
every Monday from 3.30 pm and 
public meetings are fortnightly from  
7 pm. A council term is for 4 years 
and you would be one of 9 councillors 
in the shire, and one of three in 
Ranges Ward.
For further information attend the 
information session or have a chat to 
one of the sitting councillors as they 
would also have lots of experience for 
you to draw on, if appropriate.
Good Luck!

Cr Tania Baxter,  
Cr Brett Owen  

& Cr Leticia Wilmot

St John’s corner 
Skills, talents, giftedness and  
special interests

Over the spring months St John’s will have a 
focus on celebrating all the many ways our 
uniqueness as individuals helps to build us as a 
community. What freedom it is that there is no set way to interact with God or 
with each other! There are busy people, quiet people, makers, bakers, menders, 
meditators, participators, appreciators, doers and lookers-on. All of us are 
encouraged to be the best we can be at being ourselves as this gives joy to God 
and to each other. 
We are all so appreciative of the work of the Beautification Group. Have you 
seen how well the Village is looking? And the Church gardens that were 
planted one year ago are establishing, growing and flourishing. Thank you to 
the parishioners who have been helping to maintain the grounds!
St John's hosted a winter wedding and we also had the joy of a baptism. Again 
our thanks go to those members who quietly keep the Church clean and fresh 
and decked with flowers and the grounds mown and maintained. Special events 
like this—as well as our regular St John’s services—are welcoming and pleasant 
to attend.
Our small team of dedicated volunteers keeps the Op Shop staffed on Thursday 
and Fridays. It is hard work but great fun is had by all. 
Services
Regular Sunday services continue at 9.30 am, as well as informal services of 
Wednesday Prayer and Friday Homegroup.



20 The Village Bell September 2016

Scout Group
2016 has been an exciting, fun and 
achievement filled year for the Upper 
Beaconsfield Scout Group. Our Scout Group 
offers individuals the opportunity to make new friends, learn 
new skills and participate in exciting and engaging activities. 
They are led and supported by a fantastic group of volunteer, 
Mum and Dad leaders who are passionate about scouting 
and all it offers in their personal development.

Cubs
Around the world, Cubs are celebrating their 100th 
birthday with many large events for them to enjoy. Our 
Cubs completed some artwork to celebrate during a recent 
bush camp at Gilwell Scout Park at Gembrook. They also 
enjoyed bike riding on bush tracks whilst learning bike 
maintenance and road rules to achieve their Cyclist badge, 
participated in abseiling and learned first aid. They have 
been developing their cooking skills, having lots of fun 
preparing their own meals at the Igloo. The pack has also 
been working hard to achieve their 
bronze and silver boomerangs and 
completing leadership courses. Special 
congratulations to Bridie Dillon who 
achieved her Grey Wolf award, the 
highest achievement in Cubs. 

Scouts
15 scouts and 3 leaders started the 
year at the Australian Scout Jamboree 
at Cataract Park, south of Sydney. 
They joined over 10 000 scouts from 
across Australia and the world. 10 
days were jam packed with over 
60 activities including climbing 
walls, high ropes, touring Sydney, 

BMX riding, laser skirmish, water theme park, endurance 
challenges, scout/bush crafts and live shows including Justice 
Crew and Cyrus. All Scouts returned home exhausted, with 
memories that will last a lifetime and very smelly!!!
The action continued with them enjoying challenging 
activities such as building/racing rafts, surfing lessons,  
hikes/camps, rock climbing, volleyball, bubble soccer, 
swimming/water slides, master patrol cooking challenge, 
police station visit and a youth development/welfare night. 
The troop is ending term 3 with go karting, laser tag and 

Cohen Shield camp. 
Congratulations to Riley Uccello, 
Joel Clausen, Cameron Van Den 
Broek, Grace Thompson-Hood 
and Hayden Blank on completing 
their Australian Scout Medallions. 
This is the highest award in Scouts, 
takes close to 3 years to complete 
and is a tremendous achievement.

Venturers
The 1st Upper Beaconsfield 
Venturer Unit meets on Monday 
nights from 7.30–9.30 pm. 
Venturers is for young people 
aged between 14 and 18 and 
we currently have around 20 
members.
Our activities include outdoor 
pursuits like geocaching, hiking 
or rock climbing, social activities 
like giant Marco Polo games at 
Casey ARC, to activities within our 

community such as tree planting, fundraising barbecues or 
teaching the Cubs how to burn damper!
We participate in many large state events as well, like 
Anything Goes or the Big Burger Challenge and many of 
our unit members go off to even larger events in places like 
Switzerland or New Zealand.
We are currently planning a weekend camp at Wilsons Prom, 
participation in a competition hike called Armstrong 500 
and an end-of-year district camp in Gippsland.
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Cardinia Beaconhills Golf Links
What’s been happening?
Even though it’s cold and the course copes well with winter 
conditions, we’ve been busy at the club with various board 
events and our annual 10k fundraising day. Thank you to 
all members and the local community for supporting us in 
our annual 10k fundraising day. Funds raised contributed 
towards covering club expenses. 
Congratulations to the winner, a fellow local, Anita Meister 
and runner up, Rod Lovett, who is a club member. 
Winter conditions at the club have not kept the hole in 

ones at bay. Alan Paul got the 
ball rolling with a hole in one 
on 19 May at the 13th hole 
and this was followed shortly after with Graham Whitaker 
(pictured left) at the 2nd hole on 30 May. Congrats to both! 
Liz Wong represented the club in the recently held 
2016 Glenelg Cup, a state event at Rich River Golf Club 
and secured the cup win with the best net score of 153. 
Congratulations to Liz.
If you’re looking for a fun activity in the colder months, give 
FootGolf a go. A game only takes an hour to complete and 
you can enjoy a coffee next to our fireplace after the game. 

Fiza Errington 

List of Winners
Women’s Foursomes Championship 
Gross: Jenny Chandler and Marilyn 
Ford
Nett: Ann Felgate and Ros Harding
Family Championship: James and 

Patrick Coughlin 
Paula Rae Foursomes Day: Andrew 
Conn and Ann Felgate 
John Barker Winter Cup: Eric Wilson 
and Ralph Lowden (pictured above 
right)

Holden Scramble: Jordan Denereaz, 
Ryan Hocking, Garry Walters, James 
Abson 
Founders Trophy: Peter Brown 
Women’s Winter Cup: Ann Felgate 
and Tracey Brown 

For more information on Venturers, contact Steve Joiner on 
0413 172 464 or Janet Granger-Wilcox on 0400 981 114.

Rovers
Split Rock Rovers recently celebrated our 3rd birthday since 
our crew’s restart in 2013. Since then we have met weekly 
and now have a consistent group of members who have built 
a solid foundation for the crew to grow.
Split Rock Rovers has been represented within the Upper 
Beaconsfield community by running the track marshalling 
for the Village Festival Fun Run and by pulling up and 
removing fallen trees out of Salisbury Gully in preparation 
for future development. 
Our members run onsite activities at Anything Goes and 
Armstrong 500, both major Venturer events. As a crew we 
attended rover events Surfmoot and Mudbash, where we had 

9 Rovers attend. We are working on a Buggy for Mudbash 
2017. It is a work in progress and we are closer than ever 
before to having it ready as the roll cage has been fitted and it 
is running again. 
All sections of our Scout Group meet at the Igloo, Upper 
Beaconsfield Recreation Reserve.
Cubs  8-10 years  Monday  7–8.30 pm
Scouts 10-14 years Tuesday 7–9 pm
Venturers 14-17 years Monday 7.30–9.30 pm
Rovers 18-25 years Thursday from 7.30 pm
If you would like to try Scouting, please contact
Group Leader, Warren Makings on 0437 023 086 or 
upperbeacgroupleader@gmail.com

Debbie Pinney 
Upper Beaconsfield Scout Group
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Maroons gear up for growth
In the upcoming 
2016/17 season, the 
Upper Beac Cricket 
Club intends to have 
teams competing in 

Premier Division, B grade, F grade, 
G Grade, U16, U14, U12 (2 teams) 
and U10 (2 teams). The club also 
participates in the WGCA T20 
Blast, Milo In2 Cricket and 20/20 
competition which is held on various 
days during the season.

Juniors
Junior training takes place on 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
the Recreation Reserve commencing 
at 4.30 pm. The Maroons have possibly 
the best coaching set up in the WGCA. 
Individual development programs for 
all junior players are in place. Initiating 
a girls’ team is high on our agenda.
We have a “Buddy” system in which 
junior players are teamed up with 
senior players and their performances 
are aggregated, with the best 
performing pair being awarded the 
annual Bayard trophy and prize.

Our seniors
Senior training takes place on a 
Tuesday and Thursday commencing 
at 5.30 pm. Bathiya Perera is our Club 
Coach. A qualified Level 2 coach he 

leads a talented team of junior coaches 
as well as bolsters our Premier Division 
team. Any men or women who are 
keen to play cricket will be made 
welcome at the club.

Game times
Our teams play at various times. 
U10s/U12s play on a Friday evening 
commencing at 5 pm. U14s, U16s 
play on a Saturday morning starting at 
8.30–11.30 am. Senior teams generally 
start at 1 pm.

What the Club stands for
Creating a family club is the 
centrepiece of our activities. The 
UBCC’s Mission Statement, Vision, 
Values and Objectives emphasise the 
importance that the club puts on family 
values, good sportsmanship, equal 
opportunity, community involvement, 
recognition of volunteers, past players 
and of course the importance of the 
game of cricket. We welcome you and 

your family. Family nights will be high 
on the agenda next season.
Take the time to join us on Facebook 
and visit our website www.
upperbeaconsfieldcc.com to view 
in detail our beliefs and objectives 
statement. The adoption and fulfilment 
of these goals will make us a club which 
is at the forefront of local sporting 
organisations. 

What can you do?
Come and join us on any of the game 
days to watch the cricket, have a cup of 
coffee, hot chocolate or cup of tea and a 
snack. If you are a cricket tragic, think 
about whether you would like to play 
with us or just come and train with us 
and improve your fitness. We welcome 
people of all skill levels and will try to 
accommodate everyone. 
We need volunteers to help run the 
club. We would welcome any assistance 
that can be provided. We are always 
on the lookout for sponsors to whom 
we can offer various opportunities. If 
you're interested in sponsoring the club 
or an individual player, contact the 
club and we will arrange to visit you to 
explore how we can work together to 
our mutual advantage.
John Hastings was the guest at our sign 
up event on 12 August. Our official 
season launch will take place on  
6 October at the clubrooms.

Rob Hansen

Beaconsfield Junior Football Club
Sadly, we have reached the end of the 2016 season after 14 
rounds of football plus finals. It is pleasing to see that out 
of our 24 teams this year, 10 of the 16 teams eligible for 
finals have reached the Semi-finals. Congratulations to all 
our teams from the Under 8’s to the Under 18 Girls on your 
wonderful sportsmanship, competitiveness and maturity 
on and off the field. A special thank you goes out to our 
130 official volunteers who include the coaches, assistant 
coaches, team managers, runners and trainers. Then we have 
the hundreds of unofficial volunteers, being the parents of 
our players who stand out in the rain, hail and sometimes 
the sun, to be an umpire escort, timekeeper or goal umpires. 
Without all your efforts the children would not be able 
to play; so on their behalf we thank you for making this 
happen.
After the finals we have one last day to celebrate the end of 
the football season. Presentation day will be held at Holm 
Park on 11 September 2016. Times for award presentations 
will be communicated closer to the day. There will be lots of 

activities on the day including jumping 
castles, bungy run, bubble ball soccer, 
caricatures by Viccas, activities run by 
the Leadership Academy, face painting, fairy floss and lots 
more. It’s not just a day to receive a participation trophy, it 
will be a day to have fun with your team mates, friends and 
family.
As the club becomes bigger every year, we are in need of 
more and more assistance. Even though we have a devoted 
group of volunteers your help is needed to run our great 
club. If you feel you can contribute in any way please attend 
the next General Meeting which will be held on Monday 
17 October 2016 at Holm Park Road, at 7 pm in the 
Community Room.
Good luck to all our teams in the finals and wishing 
everyone a happy and safe summer. Hoping to see all our 
players in 2017, plus our new under 8’s. Go Beacy!

Bronwyn McCormick 
Team Manager Co-Ordinator
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CELEBRANT 

MARRIAGE CELEBRANT 
Matt McDonald BA DipEd 

Meaningful celebrations for weddings, funerals and namings 
0407 845 135 

fivemacs@netspace.net.au 

CLEANING SERVICES 

WINDOW CLEANING 

JOHN PLOWMAN 
Long establ ished business  

0418 597 630 

ANN BENTLEY 
Shop 2, 

31‐33 Beaconsfield‐Emerald Rd 
Upper Beaconsfield 

Fax: 5944 3571 
info@rivendellconveyancing.com.au 

CONVEYANCING 

Rivendell 
CONVEYANCING PTY LTD 
 

5944 3566 

 COMPUTER SERVICES 

 BUSINESS COMPUTING SPECIALISTS 

• On‐site Service  • Networking   
• Hardware  • Software   
27 Intrepid St Berwick 
1300 85 39 39 

CHIROPRACTOR 

beaconsfield chiropractic  
Craig Carter    Steve Pratt    Sergio Carlei 

9796 1110 
16 Wood St, Beaconsfield 

VILLAGE BELL BUSINESS DIRECTORY 
Thank you to Village Bell advertisers who service and support the Upper 
Beaconsfield community. Advertising enquiries contact 5944 3219  
or advertising.villagebell@gmail.com 

 ACCOUNTANTS 

Casey Partners Pty Ltd 
  Business Advisors and Accountants 
  Financial Planning   
  Self‐Managed Superannuation Fund Administrators 
67‐69 High Street, Berwick 
9707 2788 

KOONKIE WOORUN 
Angora Stud (est. 1974) 

Angora does and kids 
available early January 
Mohair sales to handspinners 
 

Hilary and Arthur Day 
5944 3321 or  0417 038 935 
hmday@ozemail.com.au 

 ANGORA STUD 
 

Petruccelli Art Classes 
Adult art classes in oil & pastel painting 
Sunday mornings, Monday mornings 
or Monday afternoons  
102 Stoney Creek Rd Upper Beaconsfield  

5944 3224 

 ART CLASSES 

AUTOMOTIVE 

ROVING AUTOMOTIVE — Mobile mechanical services 
Servicing the area for over 13 years. All types of servicing and repairs. 

● 4WD specialist   ● Electrical repair 
● Accessory lighting   ● Battery systems 

Call Colin  0414 603 526 

1 

BUILDER 

 
 
   For all sorts of celebration cakes! 
   See www.facebook.com/empireofcakes 

            0421 601 505 

CAKES 

BAKERY 

Up The Hill Bakehouse 
GLUTEN FREE BREAD – pre-order 
HOT FOOD!  
Gourmet chicken and veg pies.  Beef pies – classic, 
curry, onion, bacon or mushroom.  Family and party pies.  Vegetable 
pasties or Spinach & ricotta triangles. Quiche Lorraine or vegetable.  
Traditional, cheese & bacon or curry vegetable sausage rolls. 

5944 4416 

Open Mon–Fri  
6am–5pm,  

Sat 7am–1pm 
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Trenching work 
Drains cleared 
Ground levelling 
Driveways repaired 
Other minor works 

ALAN DENNY 
0427 686 243   
9707 4105 

MINI EXCAVATOR HIRE 

2 

EXECUTIVE LANDSCAPES 
Design & Construction 

Brick, Stone & Cobblestone Paving 
Rock & Water Features    Bobcat & Tipper Hire 

0403 322 409  
www.executivelandscapes.com.au  

770 Bourkes Creek Road Dewhurst 3808 
5944 3971                   0418 124 038 

EM I LY   H I L L   FA RM  
ADVANCED TREES, ORGANIC BLUEBERRIES & FRUITS 

 Advanced trees  
 Blueberry plants  
 Blueberries fresh in season 

and frozen, while stocks last 
 Lemons, limes, rhubarb 

FARM GATE PRODUCE 

FARM AND PROPERTY SERVICES 

TREE & STUMP REMOVAL 
• Trees lopped   • Rubbish removal 
• Slashing   • Wood splitting or hire 
• Clean ups, domestic & commercial 
• On site mulching   • Hedges & edges 

 

0411 331 573   Grant  Andrewartha  
0412 672 048   Craig  

GARDENING SERVICES 

 

 • Ride‐on & hand mowing   • Garden maintenance   
 • Rubbish removal    • Trimming   • Handyman service 

BERT MOSTERD     0402 472 996 

 

Casey Wealth Advisers has been servicing 
the Berwick and Pakenham areas since 
2001, providing a range of wealth advice and 
Financial Planning services to help people 
grow, manage and protect their wealth. 

We will take the time to really listen and 
understand you. Our aim is to put you at 
ease, take the worry away and give you a 
feeling of confidence that you are in 
experienced hands. 

We will work with you on a plan for your 
future, and guide you through the process to 
get there. We promise to always deliver on 
the commitments we make to you. 

For more 
information, or to 
make an 
appointment, call us 
today. 
 
Casey Wealth 
Advisers  
67–69 High Street 
Berwick VIC 3806 
03 9769 9899 

Casey Financial Planning Pty Ltd (ACN 087 512 678)  
Trading as Casey Wealth Advisers, as Trustee for Casey Financial Planning Trust  
Authorised representative of Charter Financial Planning 

FINANCIAL PLANNING 

Living well, loving life 

BLUE HILLS LANDSCAPE  
●  Design & Construction 
●  Residential & Commercial 

IAN MERRIGAN     www.bluehillslandscape.com.au  
30 years experience   LV MEMBER   0411 625 422    5942 7667 

GARDEN LANDSCAPE DESIGN 

FRUIT TREES AND VEGETABLE PLANTS SUPPLIER 

PRACTICALHORTICULTURE 
Productive beautiful gardens for small spaces 

Specialising in fruit trees, dwarf potted fruit, espaliered fruit,  
vertical herb and vegetable gardens.  

0476 262 133       euan@practicalhorticulture.com.au 

CUTTING TIME GARDENS & SERVICES 
 Ride On & Hand Mowing 
 Hedging & Pruning 
 Garden Maintenance 
 Rubbish Removed 
 Gutters Cleaned 
 Painting 
 Chimney Sweeping 

Quality services at a competitive rate 
Tony 0410 451 741     Steve 0409 970 717 
*Free quotes *Fully insured *Reliable *Guaranteed satisfaction 

GARDEN LANDSCAPE DESIGN 
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POST OFFICE 

 Gifts 
 Books 
 Toys  
 Greeting cards 
 Passport photos 

 Stationery 
 Printer cartridges 
 Pay bills 
 Banking 

Mon to Fri 9–5, Sat  9–12  Tel 5944 3200 

Upper Beaconsfield Post Office 
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PAUL LA ROCHE 
5944 3320 

Fax: 5944 3305 Mob 0417 356 135 
larocheair@bigpond.com.au 

143 Stoney Creek Road 
Upper Beaconsfield   

Air Conditioning Mechanical Services 
ABN 36 981 265 804  Licence 29118  

Air Conditioning, Mechanical Services, General Plumbing, Water Renewals,  
Heating & Ventilation, Maintenance, Repairs, Split Systems 

PLUMBERS 

BURRIDGE BROTHERS PLUMBING 
 • Plumbing  • Split Systems 

• Gasfitting  • Blocked Drains 
 

Glenn   0417 571 455 
Licence 20750 

SWIMMING POOLS 

 
 
 
 
 

BACK IN UPPER BEACONSFIELD 
 

YOUR LOCAL QUALITY 
SWIMMING POOL BUILDER 

Contact  Terry Steel 0499 990 363 
Email  sales@seaspraypools.com.au 

Renovate by resurfacing 
We specialise in kitchen and bathroom resurfacing makeovers. 
Resurfacing is around 1/3 the cost of traditional renovations. 

For more information go to 
www.sustainablemakeovers.com.au 
or call Rick on 0407 097 525 

 Full kitchens 
 Bench tops 
 Full bathrooms 
 Bath tubs 
 Shower bases 
 Flooring 

 Repair and resurface 
driveways 

 All outdoor paved areas 
 Permanently restore dirty, 

stained and mouldy grout 
lines 

RENOVATION 

LAWYER 

MEPSTEAD LAWYERS 
Timothy Mepstead 
Barrister & Solicitor 
Pakenham   5941 5166    F  5941 5177 
Yarra Junction  5967 1379    F  5967 2177 
mepstead@netspace.net.au 

PHILIP COOK & COMPANY 
HOME MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS 
Bathrooms & kitchens   Extensions and alterations 
Painting & decorating   Property maintenance 

‘No job too small’ 

0497 843 305    5944 3987    
Fully insured Over 30 years’ experience Free estimates 

HOME MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS 

GENERAL STORE, HARDWARE 

 

UPPER BEACONSFIELD GENERAL STORE 
Open 7 days  5944 3310 

 HARDWARE 
 GARDEN SUPPLIES 
 FIREWOOD 
 GAS BOTTLES 

 NEWSAGENT 
 STOCKFEED 
 GIFTS/PLANTS 
 DRYCLEANING 

 General Store Café 
Sundays only 

Coffee/pot of tea with cake/muffin 

REMEDIAL MASSAGE THERAPIST 
12 yrs experience.  Mobile treatments available  

Massage   Reflexology 
Infant Massage Instructor 
Reiki   Ear Candling  

Call Jane 0423 497 169 

REMEDIAL  MASSAGE—NEW! 

HOME AND PROPERTY MAINTENANCE—NEW! 

Dav id  H a r v e y  
0400 45 75 05 

▪ General Property Maintenance 
▪ S l eepe r  Re ta in i ng  Wa l l s  
▪ Lawns  ▪ Ga rden  ▪ Rubb i s h  

▪ S l a te  &  S tone  Repa i r s  
▪ Ba th room Res to ra t i ons  
▪ Pa in t i ng  i ns i de  &  ou t   

ADVERTISE in the VILLAGE BELL  
Very affordable rates 

advertising.villagebell@gmail.com 
5944 3219 



September 2016 

VETERINARY SERVICES 

   

Horse dentistry for the 21st century 
Performance floating for competition horses 
Remedial dentistry / bit seating 
Foal, adult & senior horse dental checks 

Dr Paul Owens 
Veterinary Surgeon BVSc MRCVS 

Horse Vet Dentist 
0451 664 373 
www.horsevetdentist.com.au 

We are listed on  
EQUINE DENTAL VETS 

www.equinedentalvets.com.au 

Emerald Lake Travel P/L 
(at Emerald Community House) 

358 Main St Emerald 3782 

03 59 685222    or     0400 99 0026 

elt@nex.net.au   Web: Emerald Lake Travel PL  
Facebook: Emerald Lake Travel 

HOURS 
9am–1pm Monday to Thursday inclusive at the Community House 
1pm–5pm Mobile service by appointment at Community House, your 

home or Café Marte 
Fridays  9am–5pm and Saturday 9am–1pm Mobile service, 

by appointment as above 

TRAVEL AGENT 

EMERALD LAKE TRAVEL 

VILLAGE BELL BUSINESS DIRECTORY       contd 
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VILLAGE BELL SUBS 2016 ....  Volunteers produce the Bell published quarterly by the UBA and delivered to every letter box in Upper 
Beac.  Support us by paying $5 subs to help cover the Bell’s costs. Pay at the Community Centre or General Store. If you live outside the local 
area we can mail the Bell to you for $10 per year.  To pay by internet banking, send payment to Upper Beaconsfield Association Inc, 
Commonwealth Bank of Australia,  BSB 063‐549 account number 0080‐0228. Tag your payment with your name so we know who sent it.   

Full Name          ................................................................................................................................................ 

Address              ................................................................................................................................................Enclosed  ........................... 

We would like to invite all local artists 
to be part of this wonderful exhibition, 

held in conjunction with the 

Upper Beaconsfield Village Festival 
 

The exhibition showcases the works of 
local artists in all mediums, ages and abilities, 
with examples of the beautiful and varied 

styles of art in the local area. 
 

Proudly supported by SECAN artists 
Upper Beaconsfield Community Centre 

 
For further details please contact 

Gail (at the General Store) on 0419 385 322 
or Belinda 0409 665 338 

 
Entry forms will be available 

at the General Store in November 2016  

A serve from the 
Tennis Club 
New coaching team 
Brett Hillier has now teamed up with Rob Scott to do tennis 
coaching at Upper Beaconsfield Tennis Club. Rob and Brett 
have a large array of tennis structures to suit any level. You can 
contact them and arrange a day or evening lesson at 
upperbeactenniscoaching@live.com.au 

Committee news  
The bearded wonder has returned. That’s right Nick Gamble 
has returned to the UBTC as the new president with elections 
held on the 9th August. Matt Hendrie stays as the vice 
president, Callen O’Brien remains as the treasurer and Anton 
Merry remains as junior coordinator. With a surprise move 
Brett Hillier was elected as secretary.  

Returning to the committee is Karen Wellard, with Kerryn 
Andrews, Janine Butler and David Harvey re‐elected back onto 
the committee. We all hope we can achieve all our goals to 
better the Upper Beaconsfield Tennis Club in 2016/17 and 
beyond. 

Interested in playing tennis? 
The club has a vast array of day and night tennis available for 
all the family, mid‐week ladies, mixed night tennis is on 
Monday – Tuesday – Wednesday and Thursday nights, 
Saturday and Sunday juniors, Saturday afternoon seniors and 
pennant. 

For more information about the Upper Beaconsfield Tennis 
Club and how you can get involved simply email us at 
upperbeaconsfieldtc@gmail.com or see online at: 

 Website — www.tennis.com.au/upperbeaconsfield 
 Facebook — upperbeaconsfieldtennisclub     

David Harvey, UBTC Committee 

Upper Beaconsfield Village Festival 

Art Exhibition 

Sunday 19 February 2017 



CLIFFORD
ELECTRICS
  electrical contractors
Industrial – Commercial – Domestic

PO Box 368
Upper Beaconsfield 3808
Ph: 5944 4773
Fax: 5944 4776
fcliff@bigpond.net.au

PTY 
LTD

Frank 0418 329 639
Leigh 0419 567 243

REC 2631

SAGE ACCOUNTING
MARK A SAGE

• Accountant
• Business Consultant
• SMSF Advisor/Manager
• Registered Tax Agent
49 Beaconsfield-Emerald Road, Beaconsfield Upper
P: 5944 3734     M: 0400 865 595
E: masage@tpg.com.au

Grease Traps Cleaned-Water Tanks Cleaned-Portable Toilets

S EPT IC  TANK C L EAN ING

www.ecoliquidwaste.com
0418 516 327 Pensioner & Seniors Discount

Call NOW for prompt friendly service & advice
ALL AREAS 

24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Owner Operator    
EPA Accredited

Safe Septic Tank Product Pack 
FREE with every septic tank cleaned

* limit one per customer

mailto:masage@tpg.com.au
mailto:fcliff@bigpond.net.au
http://www.ecoliquidwaste.com


 Brad BATTIN  
State Member for GEMBROOK

Proudly Local

www.bradbattin.com.au 
 5/6-8 Langmore Lane, Berwick 3806    9796 1987

 brad.battin@parliament.vic.gov.au

Authorised by B Battin, 5/6-8 Langmore Lane, Berwick Funded from the Parliamentary Electorate O�ce and Communications Budget. 

KAYE CHARLES REAL ESTATE
UPPER BEACONSFIELD’S #1 AGENT

KCRE have been Upper Beaconsfield’s number 1 performing 
agent & area specialists over the last 13 years – selling homes in 
the Village centre to large acreage & everything in between. 

ETHICS 
We pride ourselves on being a vendor’s agent & conducting 
ethical behaviour at all times, while achieving the highest possible 
price, in a prompt manner. 

EXPERIENCE
We have the credentials & experience to provide the best possible 
service. We have the skill set to negotiate in the most professional 
manner for each & every one of our vendors.  

REPUTATION 
Most of our clientele are either repeat clients or have been referred 
to our agency.

MARKETING 
Our agency offers good old fashioned service while adopting 
today’s latest technology.

Honesty is our Policy

kayecharles.com.au        03 9707 0111

Freecall: 1800 808 027

http://kayecharles.com.au



