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Sri Lanka in Upper Beaconsfi eld?
In the local lingo, Sri Lanka means 
resplendent isle. Internationally it is 
oft en referred to the jewel in the ear 
of India. Upper Beaconsfi eld has its 
own jewel, and remarkably few people 
know of it. Hidden out of sight like 

Aunt Maude’s precious Wedgewood 
tea service, but, in reality, smack in the 
middle of where Upper Beaconsfi eld, 
Offi  cer and Beaconsfi eld meet is the 
Beaconsfi eld Nature Conservation 
Reserve (BNCR).
When we fi rst moved to Upper 
Beaconsfi eld 14 years ago, people used 
to talk furtively of a mythical place 
lurking in Haunted Gully, called the 
Beaconsfi eld Reservoir. Th e talk usually 
ended something like “But I don’t know 
if anyone’s allowed in there.” And no 
one knew anyone who had been there.
But I’ve been lucky. I joined two local 
groups who have an interest in this 
wonderful nature reserve: the Upper 
Beaconsfi eld Conservation Group and 
the Upper Beaconsfi eld Fire Brigade. 

(Not as incompatible as you might 
think, but does sometimes provide 
cause for deep inner refl ection!) 
Anyway, being a member of these two 
groups has allowed me and Caro access 
to this area on several occasions. And 

it turns out to be our 
Van Gogh wrapped 
up in the attic. 
BNCR is a beautiful, 
tranquil place, which 
should be on all our 
maps. Family picnic? 
Go there. Twitching? 
Flora? Photography? 
Bushwalking? Do 
yourself a favour and 
check it out.

Mike Hall

A little local 

knowledge

Located on the 
traditional country 
of the Boonwurrung 
Nation and the 
Bunurong people; 
part of the Kulin 
alliance of Aboriginal 
Nations, the BNCR 
is crown land 
managed by a 

volunteer organisation, the Cardinia 
Environment Coalition (CEC).

Its total area is 172 hectares and 
comprises the closed catchment of the 
now decommissioned Beaconsfi eld 
Reservoir and the smaller Haunted 
Gully block, south of the reservoir. 
Historically it was supplied via an open 
aqueduct from the Tarago Reservoir 
near Neerim South. Much of this 
infrastructure remains intact and, 
together with the Haunted Gully gold 
diggings, is listed on the Victorian 
Heritage Register.
Th e reserve is signifi cant for its natural 
heritage values and contains substantial 
threatened fl ora communities and 
threatened plant species. Th reatened 
fauna species recorded in the reserve 
include three bird species, and one 
amphibian species. Over 65 bird 

species, 
including 
the 
powerful 
owl, have 
been recorded; and fi ve native mammal 
species. Th ere is a diversity of plant 
species including a range of native 
orchids represented.
A Friends of BNCR group has been set 
up to canvass local support and to try 
to establish improved facilities at the 
reserve and to support the work of the 
CEC.

Are you interested?

If you would like to see for yourself, 
that’s great; the CEC encourages 
people to access to the reserve for 
passive recreation activities such as 
bushwalking, photography, and wildlife 
watching. (You will need to contact the 
CEC to gain access to the reserve. See 
contact details below.)
If you would like to have a say in the 
future of the reserve or, better still, get 
involved in helping, you have a few 
choices:
• Contact the CEC’s Geoff  Lockwood 

Public Lands Manager mobile: 
0428 352 203 
e-mail: glockwood@cecinc.net.au

• Contact Friends of BNCR; either 
Paul Higgott at paulhiggott@gmail.
com or on 0408 732 507 or Eric 
Dodge on 0428 392 077

• Contact Upper Beaconsfi eld 
Conservation Group: 
Fergus O’Gallagher on 5944 3209

As always, the Upper Beaconsfi eld 
Conservation Group are looking for 
new members. Anyone interested in 
joining is invited to come to one of 
our meetings, held at 8 pm the second 
Th ursday of every month in the Annex 
at the Community Complex (just up 
from the tennis court) or call Fergus 
O’Gallagher on 5944 3209

Eric Dodge, Paul Higgott
Upper Beaconsfield 

Conservation Group

A powerful owl, which can grow to 55 cm.
Photograph Glenda Jephcott

Opposite: An aft ernoon at the Beaconsfi eld Nature Conservation Reserve. 
Photographs Marianne and Cameron Rocke

Cover: A pair of friendly kookaburras. Photograph 
Harry Jensen
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Month 45 yr av. 2016 2017

Jan 63.6 89.7 51.8
Feb 58.4 15.6 87.1
Mar 64.2 46.4 57.4
Apr 78.3 74.9 121.2
May 86.1 119.2
Jun 80.3 138.8
Jul 78.6 102.9
Aug 85.7 65.7
Sep 90.6 85.5
Oct 94.3 129.0
Nov 86.5 54.0
Dec 80.4 77.5
Total 947 mm 999.2 mm

Rainfall at “Barkala”, 

Beaconsfi eld–Emerald Road

Th e fi ve months from December 2016 to 
April 2017 have shown high rainfall aft er 
being low the last few years — (the lowest 
period being 650 mm).
Th ank you to Royce Horwood for 
providing rainfall readings in my 
absence.

George Moir

Thank you to our subscribers: 
Bokos, Andre; Bilton, Kim; Bolch Family; Boura, N; Brennan, P & J; Cox, Kay; Dow, Bev; 
Fitzgerald, Bron & Mike; Francey Roger & Sandra; Gaiardo, Luis & Maria; Gibson, Carol; 
Gibson, George & Jill; Grant, R & D; Harris, M & S; Haussegger, Liz & Michael; Haywood, O; 
Hemme, W & E; Hudson, Ali; Huisman, Carina & Freddy; Inkster, Anne and Wesley; Jackson, 
Graham & Barbara; Kneen, Graham; Ling, Noel; McCann family; McDonald, Matt; Mehla, 
Anne; Mosterd, Kerri; O’Brien, Mary & Dennis; Randall, Sally; Robert, Neil & Sandra; Taylor, 
Bob; Wall, Sue & John

VILLAGE BELL SUBS 2017 .... Volunteers produce the Bell published quarterly by 
the UBA and delivered to every letter box in Upper Beac. Support us by paying $5 subs to 
help cover the Bell’s costs. Pay at the Community Centre or General Store. If you live outside 
the local area we can mail the Bell to you for $10 per year. To pay by internet banking, send 
payment to Upper Beaconsfi eld Association Inc, Commonwealth Bank of Australia, 
BSB 063‐549 account number 0080‐0228. Tag your payment with your name so we know 
who sent it.
Full Name ............................................................................................................................................
Address ................................................................................................................................................



Helmeted 

Honeyeater talk
Wednesday 7 June at 7.30 pm

Upper Beaconsfi eld 
Community Complex

You are invited to attend the UBA 
meeting to hear about the plans for the 
release of the Helmeted Honeyeater in 
Upper Beaconsfi eld.
Speaker Alex Smart AO is an 
entertaining speaker who is 
passionate about the environment 
and the protection of the Helmeted 
Honeyeater. 
All welcome especially children from 
the Upper Beaconsfi eld Primary 
School. 
Further details Jenny Pritchard  
5944 3763

St John’s corner
Writing this report in early May, we are 
still in the Church’s Easter season, and so 
that will be our main focus here. It was 
wonderful to have so many visitors come to 
St John’s for our contemplative Good Friday, 
and celebratory Easter Sunday services. 
As well, a small group of parishioners 
planned and ran the primary school Easter 
services. As the school was on term vacation 
over Easter itself, we held their services 
during the fi rst week of the new term. It is 
always good to start something new with 
saying thank you, in this case to God.
Th e next out-of-the-ordinary functions will 
be a visit to St John’s by our new Bishop, Paul, on Mothers’ Day. And we thought 
we will have a Parish party to celebrate Pentecost (the spiritual birthday of the 
Church) on 4 June.
Remember to visit our Op Shop, your local ‘Department Store’! We have an 
amazing range of baby clothes, cot blankets etc for best dressed babies! Our 
wonderful group of volunteers are looking forward to meeting you!
• Op Shop Th ursdays and Fridays
• Services 9.30 am Sundays
• Wednesday prayers 8 am 

Rosz Smith (Warden)
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Improving our township 
One of the aims of the UBA is to improve the amenity of our 
township by liaising with council and provide local feedback 
on what needs to be done.
Locals, visitors, walkers, cyclists and tradies stop at Charing 
Cross to use the picnic tables, visit the Bookmobile, or use 
the convenience block. At recent meetings we discussed the 
possibility of providing better access to drinking water in the 
park at Charing Cross. Council has now installed a spring 
loaded tap at the rear of the toilet block for people to get 
drinking water. 
Th e native garden planted at Charing Cross is looking well, 
thanks to the hard work of Sue Simmons, Green Circle Plant 
Nursery and the Beautifi cation Group. Th ese eff orts are 
making our township precinct look much more inviting. 
Th e state of the drain and adjacent area near the fi re station 
driveway was a concern and this will also be addressed by 
council. 

Th e park bench plaques 
in Upper Beaconsfi eld 
acknowledging notable local 
residents will be replaced soon 
with more durable plaques. Th ey are the Post Offi  ce seat 
(Jennie Vaughan), the seat in Harris Reserve Salisbury Road 
(Charles Wilson) and the seat in Salisbury Gully celebrating 
Laura Levens’ conservation work in Upper Beaconsfi eld. 
Th e Civic Guide sign near the hairdresser now displays a 
map of Upper Beaconsfi eld and a crime stoppers message, 
which is a more appropriate use of the noticeboard 
compared to the poster advertising a school in Mooroolbark 
which was on display some time ago.
If you have any suggestions about township improvements, 
come along to our UBA meetings and bring your ideas.

Helen Smith
Upper Beaconsfield Association

Visit to Yellingbo
An invited group of people converged on 
Yellingbo Nature Conservation Reserve 
last month to see the critically endangered 
helmeted honeyeater in the wild. 
Th e visitors listened to several speakers who 
outlined the considerable eff orts of individuals 
and government agencies working over many 
years to save the tiny remnant population of 
birds at Yellingbo. Th e good news is that their 
numbers are now increasing due to protecting 
habitat, revegetation, educating the birds 
against predators and supplementary feeding. 
Th e visitors broke up into small guided groups 
to look at diff erent sections of the reserve, with 
cameras and binoculars at the ready. And we 
were lucky. What colourful and lively birds they are. It was a 
real treat to see them fl ying around in the trees at Yellingbo. 
More bird colonies need to be established in other suitable 
areas as a safety guard against bushfi res. Upper Beaconsfi eld 
once had a small 
colony along Cardinia 
Creek that was 
wiped out in the 
1983 bushfi res. Th e 
plan is to relocate 
some Yellingbo birds 
back into the area 
once their habitat is 
secured.
Friends of Helmeted 
Honeyeater 
http://www.
helmetedhoneyeater.
org.au/yellingbo.htm

Helen Smith

Th is bird is the emblem of the Beaconsfi eld Upper Primary School 
Photograph Harry Jensen

below from left : Roger Francey, Neil McDonald, Sue Simmons, Helen 
Smith, Sandra Francey, Peter Rose, Fergus O’Gallagher, Cr Brett 
Owen and Harry Jensen.
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Gardens for Wildlife
Heather Stewart and Rob Jones of Cardinia Shire Council 
ran an information session at the Council Chambers recently 

on the Gardens for Wildlife program 
they are interested in starting 

in the shire. Th e council has 
multiple keen environment 
groups expressing an interest 
in running a similar program 
to that run jointly by Knox 
City Council and the Knox 

Environment Society (KES).
Th e Gardens for Wildlife program 

encourages residents and businesses 
to create a garden that supports wildlife. At the heart of the 
program is a site assessment where a volunteer assessor visits 
a registered resident, they discuss their garden ideas and 
wildlife aspirations with them. Th e resident is then provided 
with a short report about how they can improve their 

garden, a certifi cate of 
achievement, a voucher 
for a few free 
plants at the local 
indigenous plant 
nursery and a sticker 
for their letterbox to 
badge them as part of the 
program. Th roughout the year 
the Gardens for Wildlife participants receive a newsletter 
and are invited to free environmental events. Please visit 
the Knox Council website to read more about the program 
http://www.knox.vic.gov.au/g4w
When the program is underway the Green Circle Plant 
nursery will be participating by providing vouchers for 
plants to registered participants.
We are open Fridays 9 am to 4 pm, or by appointment phone 
0407 304 061

Sue Simmons
Green Circle Plant Nursery

Landcare legends – Judy and Ralph Smith, and 
the Friends of Cardinia Creek 
Th e Friends of Cardinia Creek was established 19 years ago 
to protect and maintain the bushland within Beaconsfi eld 
Flora and Fauna Reserve (BFFR), located between 
Beaconsfi eld-Emerald Road and Cardinia Street. Judy and 
Ralph Smith are true locals who have been the driving force 
behind the group’s formation and longevity. Fift y-three 
years ago, the two married and moved to Berwick. Th ey 
enjoyed walking in BFFR 
with their fi ve children. In 
1997, however, they noticed 
that the reserve was overrun 
with environmental weeds. 
Deciding it was time to give 
back, a public meeting was 
called and Friends of Cardinia 
Creek was formed in March 
1998.  
In the fi rst three years alone, 
the group removed 4000 Sweet 
Pittosporum trees. Over the 
years the members worked 
hard to remove environmental 
weeds and plant thousands 
of indigenous plants in their 
place. Now the reserve is a 
sanctuary for wildlife and 
nature lovers. And the friends 
group is making sure it stays that way! 
Judy says that they have been motivated by the 
transformation of the reserve as a result of their hard work: 
“I didn’t think we would get this much done in my lifetime. 
Th e public tells us how good the reserve looks. People walk 
there from daylight to dark all the year round.” 

Judy and Ralph hope that they can inspire people to get 
involved “as it is very rewarding and the Friends are a 
hard working, supportive group. We are very fortunate 
to have this bush land in our area and need to look aft er 
it for future generations”. Th e Friends of Cardinia Creek 
volunteer on the fourth Saturday of each month, meeting 
at the carpark at the corner of Emerald Rd and Holm Park 

road Beaconsfi eld at 9 am. If you are interested in getting 
involved you can contact jeanette.ehrlich9@gmail.com. 
Judy is retiring from being President aft er open-heart 
surgery but the members will continue the work.
Contact Isabel 0419 278 797, Project Offi  cer at Cardinia 
Catchment Landcare Group. 

Th e Friends Group at their 19th birthday at Clean Up Australia Day 2017



Th e Village Bell June 2017 7

Look out for the 
newspaper litterbug
Th e Upper Beac bush telegraph has been talking about 
newspaper dumping in and around Upper Beaconsfi eld and 
other hills areas during April–May.
Th e newspapers are mainly Berwick News (Star News 
Group) together with advertising and real estate lift -outs. By 
the way the newspapers are scattered continuously along the 
sides of roads it looks like the off ender is driving a vehicle 
with an open tray at speed along the roads to allow the loose 
papers to fl y out everywhere.
It happens at night or early morning.
People report that they go out along the roads that are clear, 
and then on the way home two hours later the newspapers 
are everywhere.
Many roads have been targeted at diff erent times. Th ey 
include Beaconsfi eld-Emerald Road; Boundary, Manestar 
and Albers Roads; Stoney Creek Road; Salisbury, Leppitt and 
Toomuc Valley Roads; Lewis Road and Elephant Rock area; 
A’Beckett Road, Narre Warren North; Harkaway Road and 
Wellington Road, Lysterfi eld.
Th e newspaper distributor has been notifi ed as well as 
relevant councils. 
Residents can assist by reporting anyone littering. Try and 
get a description of the vehicle and licence plate so the 
authorities can prosecute the off ender/s. 

Report illegal dumping

Phone Cardinia Council 1300 787 624 business hours
Call EPA 24 hours a day 1300 372 842 or 1300 EPA VIC

Helen Smith

Beautifi cation
It’s a win win situation when community groups work 
together.
Th e CFA, Beautifi cation Group and Green Circle Plant 
Nursery joined forces in planting up in front garden area of 
the CFA.
Mike Hall approached us to help with ideas and plant 
selection; he wanted to complement the existing planting in 
the village.
Together we have started planting and mulching and already 
it is looking good. Still lots more plants to go in over the next 
few months.
Plants were supplied free from the Green Circle Plant 
Nursery.
Other work around the village involves fertilising existing 
planting particularly the Milk Bar bank, and replacing plants 
where necessary.
As El Niño is forecast for next summer, we won’t be doing 
much new planting.

Jenny Pritchard 

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

Meet Fida
Paramedic, community volunteer. 

Victoria is a special place. We have 

freedoms many only dream of, like the 

ability to be yourself. And when you’ve got 

something to say, you can, because one law 

respects us alland one law protects us all.

We’re all Victorian and it’s up to all 

of us to contribute and belong.

See her story and share yours.
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An interview with Grace Fraraccio
Grace Fraraccio is an artist and illustrator 
of two children’s books, Th e Crooked 
Trees by Jamie Crock and Gracie Grime 
by Nicholas Ling. She is holding an 
exhibition of her work at the General 
Food Store at Emerald in July. She paints 
under the name of “Dancing Fox” and her 
artwork can be viewed online at 
www.dancingfoxillustrations.com
Here is her interview.
* How old are you? I’m twenty-three.
* Have you always lived in Upper Beac? My 
parents bought our block of land in the 80s, 
so I was born and raised in the mud brick 
home they built. I shared a room with my 
brother, then in the yellow-walled room with my sister and 
then up in the attic for my teen years (which I loved). I lived 
in Byron Bay for a year aft er graduating high school but have 
lived in Upper Beaconsfi eld ever since. 
* What was the best thing about growing up in Upper Beac? Th e 
bushland and my siblings! Th ere was always something so 
endless about our backyard. I felt we could explore it again 
and again and always fi nd something new to 
discover. Combine the wild bushland with the 
imagination of four kids and there was very little 
room for boredom in our childhood. 
I once spotted two enormous black creatures 
sitting in a gum tree in the valley and confi dently 
declared that there must be monkeys on our 
property! On closer inspection I soon learnt of 
the friendly presence of black cockatoos! 
* Did you go to kinder and primary school in Upper 
Beac? No, I was at Maranatha from prep to year 
12. But two of my elder siblings went there for a 
few years. 
* Did you enjoy drawing and art at school? Certainly! I’ve 
always loved to draw and make things with my hands! One 
of my fi rst prep memories we had hundreds of tissue paper 
squares and got to paste them altogether to make patchwork 
elephants, probably inspired by the picture book, Elmer! 
* Did you have a favourite picture book as a child? Elmer, 
Rainbow Fish, Where the Wild Th ings Are, Th e Very 
Hungry Caterpillar! 
* Do you have a favourite artist? I love the work of Shaun Tan, 
Oliver Jeff ers, Wolf Erlbruch, Karlee Rawkins. Outside 
contemporary illustrative artists, I’m a big fan of Wassily 
Kandinksy’s artwork. 
* Which university did you go to? Most of my degree has been 
at Monash Caulfi eld campus, but this fi nal year is at Clayton. 
* Do you do other work apart from your painting and illustrating? 
In terms of freelancing I do some graphic designs like 
business logos, tattoo designs, packaging design and that 
sort of thing. I also teach kids art classes in Glen Waverley 

and work at a brewery in 
Croydon. 
* Did you have book launches for 
The Crooked Trees and Gracie 
Grime, and where were they held? 
We had a lovely book launch 
when Th e Crooked Trees was 
published last year at Jamie’s (the 
writer and publisher) old school 
in Camberwell. But we’re yet to 
properly celebrate the Gracie 
Grime publication! But I think 
we would very much like to do 
a proper book launch soon. We 
have also had a book reading at 

Little by Little Café which was a lot of fun. 
* How difficult is it to create the illustrations for a picture book? 
Do you have a few ideas to present to the author, or just the one 
set of pictures? I am still very new to it all, so the process of 
working is changing and does depend on the story and the 
writer and how much time there is until the project is due. 
I like to read the story and get my initial impressions fi rst. 

Th en I like to chat to the writer and 
get some of their ideas because I know 
that the story is precious to them and 
it’s likely they have visualised certain 
things in specifi c ways. I gather our 
ideas and sketch away sometimes 
getting feedback from others (my 
family are very kind and patient 
confi dence-boosters) then reworking 
images, looking at them again and 
again until I’m satisfi ed. I was involved 
in the layout of the book for both Th e 
Crooked Trees and Gracie Grime. 

Once the illustrations and words are altogether on the page 
you get a whole new perspective and sometimes need to 
do additional work or cut down on some. Th en having 
it printed and fi nally in your hands gives an entirely new 
experience! Th ere are always things I can see in the books 
that I wish I could change but I’m happy to be learning as I 
go! 
* What are the dates of your exhibition at The General Food Store 
in Emerald? Th e exhibition runs from 2 July to 6 August. I 
will have more information up on Instagram and Facebook 
closer to the month! 

Julie Born

Th is edition of the Village Bell sees the start of a new feature 
column called “An interview with …”. Th ere are many people 
who have grown up in Upper Beaconsfi eld who are doing 
varied and interesting things, either for leisure or through their 
employment. We hope you enjoy the fi rst of many interviews 
to come. 
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Why be a Men’s Shedder?
Members of the Men’s Shed attend meetings on Wednesday 
mornings. “What do we do at the meetings?” we are oft en 
asked. Well, not very much – it’s mainly a social get-together 
with plenty of good-natured banter, along with planning for 
and monitoring work on projects, consulting with members 
and keeping them informed. Th e Shed and Workshop are 
open on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Th ursdays for work on 
projects. We also arrange for speakers and outings of general 
interest.
In fi ve years we have never had fewer than 15 members at 
our meetings. So the question can still be asked; why do 
men join the group? One response to this question came 
from Paul Higgott, one of our foundation members, and the 
Workshop Manager of the UBMS. With Paul’s permission we 
publish his response, and thank him for his openness: 

“I made the eff ort to go to the fi rst meeting called by Matt 
McDonald some fi ve years ago. Th e meeting was to gauge 
whether there was support enough in Upper Beaconsfi eld to 
start a Men’s Shed. 

Th at time was very diffi  cult for me as I was dealing with the 
loss of my wife under very tragic circumstances. I remember 
having to fi ght a natural reaction to all the trauma I was 
experiencing to hide away and lick my wounds. Th ank 
goodness I resisted and got myself involved in setting up a 
Men’s Shed. I had no real idea what was ahead or what I 
was getting myself into, all I knew was I needed something 
to get me out of myself, start to build a new life and come to 
terms with being on my own. 
“Th e biggest thing Men’s Shed has given me is a whole 
lot of new friends, I mean real friends, close ones, people 
you can trust and share personal stuff  with—priceless! 
Unbelievably this has continued over the years, meeting 
more people inside the Men’s Shed and out, Men’s Shed 
always the catalyst. I feel part of the Upper Beaconsfi eld 
community now, very diff erent to when I was working in the 
city commuting back and forth living up here but not really 
being part of what was going on.
“Th e other major benefi t is having a sense of purpose 
in retirement, feeling useful, contributing and putting 
something back into the community. People can see for 
themselves what Men’s Shed has achieved by visiting our 
shed seeing what progress we have made, well not just us 

but the community as a whole 
for without their support it 
would not have been possible.
“Our Men’s Shed has a new 
workshop, not yet fi nished but getting there. Most of our 
current members really enjoy the social interaction we get 
from just meeting up. Th is does not suit all fellows as some 
prefer to interact with others through doing stuff , practical 
work, more doing than talking. So we are reaching out to 
these types and invite them to become members, help us 
complete the workshop and make it work for the community 
into the future.
“Personally I like the practical doing stuff  that is me, but 
on the other hand I really enjoy sitting around with the 
blokes talking, learning, getting advice, planning, joking, 
ribbing each other and generally having a good time. Upper 
Beaconsfi eld Men’s Shed has been a life saver for me.”

Th e main focus of the members since the completion and 
opening of the workshop has been the acquisition of tools 
and equipment and the setting out of the workshop to make 
it useable. We are now quite well set up for basic metalwork 
and woodworking. We have started pottery sessions for 
those who like to dabble in clay and show their artistic bent.
Our main fund-raising activities are the Farmers’ Market 
with Berwick Rotary on the fourth Saturday of the month, 
sausage sizzles at Coles in Berwick and wood raffl  es. Our 
next wood raffl  e at UB General Store will be on Sat 3 June 
(with a free sausage with every ticket!). 
In the next weeks we will be announcing a series of sessions 
in the Shed, both for those interested in joining and others 
who might like to learn some practical home-maker or 
hobby skills. We welcome visitors on a Wednesday and are 
keen to attract new membership. 
For further information please contact the President Eric 
Bumpstead (5944 3298) or Secretary Noel Ling (0414 443 
735).

Matt McDonald

Wood raffl  e and sausage sizzle 

at General Store
Saturday 3 June 

8.30 thru 12.30 pm Raffle drawn at 1 pm.

Raffle Tickets $2 or 3 for $5

Free sausage in bread with onion 

if you buy a raffle ticket
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A school rediscovered
Th e fi rst primary school at 
Upper Beaconsfi eld opened 
on 13 Dec 1883. Th e 
residents had come to an 
agreement that the school 
should be situated at ‘North’ 
Beaconsfi eld, as the greater 
number of children lived 
to the north of the town. 
In the village centre, as we 
know it today, there were 
few residents, many only 
part time. 
While the geographical 
location on Stoney 
Creek met the criteria, 
the location of the school 
house was less than perfect. 
Teachers reported that in summer snakes were a constant 
problem; in winter the schoolhouse was very cold and oft en 
enveloped in fog. 
Th e teacher’s accommodation was inadequate, and many 
complaints were sent to the Education Department, 
including one from teacher Alice Russell in 1885: 
[As my quarters are] “only two small rooms I am obliged to 
do a great portion of my domestic work outside, and there 
is no shelter of any kind either from sun or rain.” Alice was 
guardian of three younger siblings and wanted a small 
verandah to shelter her while she did her work outside. Two 
years later she made the same request.

A second school

Th e children living south of the current township of Upper 
Beaconsfi eld were a long way from the school. Th e parents 
argued that to send their children to Stoney Creek was 
too far for the little ones, and thus their children “were 
debarred from privileges of state education – and would 
remain ignorant for life”. Th ey asked William Henry Goff  

of ‘Harpfi elds’ for help. 
He was headmaster at All 
Saints’ Grammar School in 
St Kilda, and trustee of the 
local Assembly Hall.
On 4 May 1889 Goff  visited 
the Minister of Education 
asking for a second school 
to be established. He 
suggested that the Assembly 
Hall could be used 
temporarily as a school. 
Th e Minister suggested that 
£20 might be paid as rent. 
A fortnight later Mr Goff  
wrote to the Department 
that he had discussed this 
with the other trustees of 

the hall, and that they were prepared to lease it for no less 
than £30 per year. Th ey had spent over £1,100 building 
and furnishing the hall and they expected a return on their 
investment of 3%. Th ey added – “a great amount of damage 
may be anticipated”. 
Th e Education Department argued that they could not 
pay such a high rent on account of the trustees building 
an exceptionally expensive building. On 10 June 1889 the 
Department sent a lease for renting the Hall for 6 months at 
a rate of £12 per annum, with a right of renewal. Th e lease 
was not taken up. 
Th e Department then sent an inspector to fi nd suitable 
premises to establish a second school. He visited on 18 
September 1889 and reported that the Hall was “a very fi ne 
room, but unnecessarily large for the accommodation of the 
few children likely to attend a school at Beaconsfi eld.” He 
further reported that “there is, however, a room at the back 
measuring about 18 feet by 12 feet, of good height; and fairly 
lighted. Th ere is no chimney in it. Th is room would no doubt 

be large enough for 
school purposes. It is 
off ered by Mr Goff  Hon. 
Sec. to the Committee 
for £15 per annum. 
Th e rent is I think high, 
and I suggested £10 
per annum as fair, but 
Mr Goff  declined to 
entertain my proposal.”
Th e room they were 
talking about was the 
library and reading 
room of the Mechanics’ 
Institute which was 
added to the Hall 
in 1887. Th e library 
did not open before 
mid-1888. It was later 

School 2560 (North Beaconsfi eld) on Stoney Creek
near the golf course entrance in 1894
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converted into the kitchen we know today. 
Richard Noble, one of the founders of the library, had 
misgivings about school children being accommodated in 
the library, and thought it would be most inconvenient for 
his club members as no doubt the school needed furniture. 
He insisted, “Should the trustees, however, decide to let the 
room as a State School let it be understood that any damage 
being done to the books or loss of same will be made good by 
the school authorities.”
It was then that the trustees of the Assembly Hall fi nally 
off ered the library for £12 per annum, with the special 
instruction that the teacher should make sure that the 
children did not touch the books.
Th e school opened on 23 October 1889. Mr John Gorrie, 
who had only arrived from Scotland two months earlier, was 
the fi rst teacher. 
Th ere was an immediate backlash from Mr Schlipalius, the 
original selector of the golf course land, who wrote to the 
Department worried that the opening of the new school 
would jeopardise the Stoney Creek school, which he had 
been instrumental in setting up. 
Th e Hall school was popular, so that in March 1890 Mr Goff  
reported to the Department that it was felt that the room 
the school occupied was too small. It was documented that 
attendance fl uctuated greatly due to the weather. On a high 
attendance day the room could have been quite crowded. 
However, the Department used only the average attendance 
in its consideration and created the illusion that there was no 
crowding. 
In mid-May John Gorrie was taken ill with a bronchial 
catarrh and general weakness, and his doctor wrote him a 
medical certifi cate that he would be unable to return to his 
duties for about four weeks. He did not return to duties at 
all, and ceased teaching. 
His replacement, Miss Eleanor Goodwin arrived on 22 May 
and reported to the Education Department “... there is no 
fi re-place in the room rented by the Department, but there is 
one in an adjoining room, and I beg 
to request as the winter weather is 
very severe that the school might be 
carried on in the room containing a 
fi re-place.” Th e Department requested 
that she was to describe the room 
she wanted to use, and on inspection 
she replied that the room with the 
fi re-place (then the supper room) was 
smaller than the one she was using 
at the moment, but that it might be 
suitable for the infants. Th e trustees 
allowed her to use both rooms, and 
the Education Department gave her a 
fuel allowance while she was heating 
the room.

Accommodation still inadequate

In July 1890 Henry Madigan, teacher at Stoney Creek school, 
complained to the Education Department that he required 
more room for his living quarters, as he had a large family. 
Th e Department off ered extra rooms as long as he paid the 
cost of transporting the rooms to the site and paid increased 
rent. When he learnt that the rooms would not have any 
internal lining he declined the off er. He further mentioned 
that some parents sent their children to the Hall school on 
account of the unhealthy situation at Stoney Creek.
By now there was talk that a new school should be built 
at a central location between Stoney Creek and the Hall. 
While these deliberations were going on, the department 
was unwilling to spend any money on the school on Stoney 
Creek, which badly needed painting.
In February 1891 a report was furnished by an inspector 
from the Education Department. He concluded that most 
parents were of the opinion that a central school would be 
of advantage, as a larger school would attract teachers with 
a higher qualifi cation. Some parents preferred the situation 
as it was at present. He noted that there were two distinct 
centres of population, and while at the moment there were 
about 25 scholars in each school, further settlement would 
more likely be around the hall, while it was stagnant or 
declining around the Stoney Creek school. He recommended 
that at this time no changes should be made. 
On 13 May 1891 the teacher of the Stoney Creek school, 
Miss Isabella McFarlane, reported that “the attendance at 
this school is very much reduced for the present by whooping 
cough. Five or six children are all who are attending just now, 
and out of this number not more than one can come either 
on or just aft er wet days, owing to the nature of the ground 
they have to travel over.” She asked for permission that she 
could proceed to her next place of employment, which was 
allowed. Th e next teacher Miss Harriet Audsley (later Mrs 
Glismann) was not appointed until the end of June 1891, 
and she only reopened the school on 6 July 1891. Given the 

Th e hall originally had a supper room with 
fi re place at the rear. Th is was the second 
room allowed for the school. Th e wall with 
doors left  and right was removed in 1954 
to extend the dance fl oor. 
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talk of removal of the school she was reluctant to furnish the 
school house and her living quarters until she was sure that it 
would continue.

A health inspection

Th e health inspector, Dr Th omas Elmes, had just furnished a 
report about the suitability of the Stoney Creek school. “Th e 
situation of this place is in winter swampy and unwholesome, 
in summer from its position very hot and ill-ventilated for 
it is placed in a kind of little valley where no healthy breezes 
can penetrate.” About the hall school he had to say that the 
average attendance was about 27 and that the “room used for 
a schoolroom was the small dressing room behind the main 
hall, on a hot wind day or when the weather is wet and cold, 
the allowance of air for each child is about fi ft y cubic feet (1.4 
m3) and none at all for the teacher. Th is is supposing the doors 
and windows to be closed which they must at such times”.
“As Health Offi  cer it is only fair to give warning that if no other 
arrangement is made I will through the central Department 
of health resist the limited space in the Townhall being used as 
a school to the injury and danger of the children. At present 
it is very common for the little ones attending this place to 
return home complaining of nausea, sickness, headache etc. If 
diphtheria or any other contagious disease were to break out 
now scarcely one of the children would escape contagion. I 
will however, not take any steps in this matter as health offi  cer 
until the Minister of Education has had time to consider the 
case, or until the beginning of Spring”. 
Th e Department responded that they had information 
that the attendance was less than Dr. Elmes stated, and 
since the Hall school could accommodate 21 children they 
each had a space of 10 square feet (about 0.93m2). Should 
the attendance rise the question of providing additional 
accommodation would receive immediate attention. 

Amalgamation?

In early July 1891 the department was looking at securing 
some land at a central site on Stoney Creek Road. A string 
of public meetings, several off ers of one acre blocks of 

land (for exorbitant prices) to be excised 
for the purpose brought no resolution. Mr 
Goff  had informed the Department that 
Jacques Martin had off ered him an acre for 
free, however, when it came to sealing the 
deal in December, Martin wanted £50 for 
the block. We will never know if Goff  had 
misunderstood Martin’s off er, or if Martin 
changed his mind.

Closure 

As the year drew to a close the hall school 
teacher was asked to supply the department 
with a list detailing the conveyance of 
children to the school, in this case how far 
the children had to walk if the hall school 
was closed. A number of parents (Messrs 
Noble, Craik and Williams) stated that they 
would not send their children to Stoney 
Creek, as they considered it unsanitary, 
and referred to Dr Elmes’ report. Th e 

Department deemed that most of the children fell within the 
allowable walking distance of less than 2½ miles. 
By the end of 1891 the school at the hall was closed and the 
furniture removed to the Stoney Creek school.
Mrs Tyson, who lived on A’Beckett Road was not happy 
about the new arrangements. In early January 1892 she 
wrote to the Department: “Mr Brodribb Esq. Dear Sir, I am 
sorry to inform you I cannot possibly send my grandsons so 
far as Stoney Creek School. In the fi rst place, the eldest, who 
is just twelve and far from strong, and the youngest fi ve, who 
I am sure you will allow could not be trusted to travel such a 
distance”. 
Th e Department off ered Mrs Tyson a conveyance allowance 
of 3d. a day, which she claimed “would not keep a goat let 
alone a pony. I am sure the people in Beaconsfi eld were all 
very well satisfi ed with the school here, and I sincerely pray it 
may be allowed to continue. Begging for your assistance and 
infl uence in the matter. I remain yours sincerely B Tyson
PS I may add that Stoney Creek is looked upon as anything 
but a healthy situation and infested with snakes. B T”
By later in January the Education Department decided that 
the Stoney Creek school met the educational requirements of 
the district for the moment.
As a fi nal eff ort re the closure of the school at the Hall, a 
deputation was introduced by the Hon. L L Smith to the 
Minister for Public Instruction on 5 February 1892. Mr 
Keating of the school board, asked the minister why the 
school in the Hall was allowed in the fi rst place to which the 
minister replied that it would have been a mistake.
It was not until 1915 that the school was moved to the 
central location it is now.

Marianne Rocke

Information from correspondence and building fi les 
PROV VPRS795/P0/1543 (2560), VPRS 795/P0/1730 (2998); 
VPRS640/P1 various units

A group of school children at the rear of the Hall c1905
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Facelift at the Community Complex
Unfortunately over many years the 
external cladding of the Complex has 
deteriorated and urgently needed some 
TLC. A council audit was completed in 
2016 and repair works were scheduled 
for the 2016-17 fi nancial year.
Over recent weeks, carpenters and 
painters have been working hard at the 
Complex.
Th e works include the replacement 

of rotten weatherboards, repairs to 
windows and doors and external 
repainting of the whole building. Th e 
cost estimate is around $50,000 and 
is being coordinated by Council’s 
Buildings and Facilities Maintenance 
Department and UMS contractors. 
Th ough the works are not quite 
fi nished, the Complex as a whole is 
looking much improved. 
Th e community hall was built in 1884. 

Additions were: the supper 
room in the 1950s; the crèche in 
1985, and extended in 2002; the 
meeting section in 1991.
As you can imagine, the 
building has its quirks and 
problems and we do not have 
enough storage. But the hall 
does have character. Th e 
“Assembly Hall” is listed on 
the Council heritage buildings 
register. Th e large elm at the 
front was planted in 1934 is 
also listed as a heritage tree. 
Th e small plaque states the tree 
was planted by the Country 
Women’s Association to mark 
the “Victorian Centenary and 
Melbourne Celebrations”.

Th e next project we need to lobby 
for will be the hall fl oor repairs and 
maintenance, but this will be further 
down the track.

Upper Beaconsfield 
Community Complex
Buildings & Grounds 

Committee

Introducing Bush Babies Wildlife Shelter
Bush Babies Wildlife Shelter is a 100% volunteer rescue and 
rehabilitation shelter that is run from our home in Cockatoo. 
Together with my partner Vince, daughter Jess and foster 
carer Lisa, our aim is to rescue, rehabilitate and release the 
many animals that come into our care. 
Th ese animals mainly come in from Cockatoo, Emerald, 
Gembrook, Macclesfi eld, Dewhurst, Upper Beaconsfi eld and 
Upper Pakenham. 
If you need help with an injured or orphaned 
animal please get in touch via our Facebook 

page, Bush Babies Wildlife Shelter, or call Leanne 0414 516 
279 or Lisa 0405 402 716. Please keep in mind we all work 
full time so if you 
can’t get onto one of 
us please call Wildlife 
Victoria 1300 094 535.
Leanne Terrington
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PROTECT YOUR FAMILY BY HAVING YOUR 
CHIMNEY OR FLUE CLEANED THIS WINTER 

 

PLEASE CALL FOR A BOOKING 
 

1300 651 631 
 

"A clean chimney is a safer chimney, 
safer for you and the environment too." 

 

www.chimneysweeps.com.au 
 

Sweeping Victoria! 

MEMBER OF 

Fire season lesson to be learned
It seems that every year is predicted to be worse than the last. 
Th is year was no exception with predictions of a long dry 
spell well into the new year likely to cause problems with the 
extra growth during the wet spring resulting in heightened 
fi re conditions in our region.
Th e potential was there, but the weather was kind. Only four 
Total Fire Ban days for the season and the weather on the 
whole was mild.
What is the lesson to be learned here? Predictions are a 
handy tool at the state level, but not so good at the local level, 
where conditions can vary very much from town to town. 
We did have a number of serious fi res in various regions of 
the state. Luckily, in this fi re season, in this region, things 
were generally quiet.
Th e lesson to be learned is: Be prepared for the worst every 
year. It is your best insurance policy against heartache. 
Unfortunately luck won’t last forever.

To our community: thankyou

Th e Upper Beaconsfi eld Fire Brigade is a 100% volunteer 
fi re brigade. From our secretary to our treasurer, from 
the captain to the regular fi re fi ghter, we are all from 
your community and we all volunteer our time for our 
community. Th is involves training, attending specialist 
courses, regular maintenance, attending brigade meetings, 
meetings with community groups, fundraising, attending 
planned burns, and of course turning out to emergency 
incidents 24/7.
As a brigade, we are very fortunate to have the strong support 

of our community in a number of ways—the 
spouses, parents and children who lend us 
their family members; the local businesses 
who help with supplies and allow their workers to turn out to 
callouts; the local community groups who support us when 
they can; the buyers of raffl  e tickets and the supporters of our 
sausage sizzles. Th is all helps us to help you.
But most importantly, on the whole, you are careful. Th is fi re 
season, we had very few callouts to illegal fi res in the Fire 
Danger Period and almost no issues on Total Fire Ban days. 
For this alone we are very grateful.
Well done and thank you.

The new team

Th e Upper Beaconsfi eld Fire Brigade annual general 
meeting, incorporating the biannual election of offi  ce bearers 
was held in early April. A new and very capable team has 
been chosen, with the following offi  ce bearers being elected:

Scott Huijbregsen  Captain
Ian Pinney  1st Lieutenant and 
 Brigade Training Offi  cer
Tony Middleditch  2nd Lieutenant
Andrew Lloyd  3rd Lieutenant
Emma Vulin  4th Lieutenant and 
 Community Safety Coordinator
Camilla Graves  Secretary
Judy Irwin  Treasurer
John Middleditch Communications Offi  cer
Bob Sanders Health and Safety Coordinator
Adrian Kerr Fire and Emergency Management Offi  cer
Mike Schimizzi Chairperson
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I would like to congratulate 
all the new offi  cer bearers 
and wish them the best for 
the future. I am confi dent 
the brigade has chosen well 
and will be well served by 
the new team.
I would also like to thank 
the members of the current 
team for all their work, 
support and encouragement 
over the past two years.

Meet the new 

Captain Scott 

Huijbregsen

Having originally joined 
the CFA as a member of the 
Macclesfi eld Fire Brigade 
in 2012, Scott joined the 
Upper Beaconsfi eld Fire 
Brigade in January 2014. 
His talent as a fi re fi ghter 
was obvious from the start 
and his emerging abilities as an incident controller resulted 
in him being elected as fi rst lieutenant in 2015.
Working at the Upper Beaconsfi eld General Store and living 
so close to the station have allowed Scott to respond to many 
incidents in the past few years, developing into a strong 
leader within the brigade. Th is has now been recognised by 
the brigade, resulting in his election as captain this year.
Scott still lives in the central township 
area and is currently employed in 
Dandenong.

Changes

With the changing of the leadership 
at the brigade, and my time nearly 
up, now is a good time to look back at 
some of the events and changes which 
have occurred in the last couple of 
years:
Although in the main I will avoid 
naming names, there is one exception 
in this article. In a year of peculiar 
illnesses, a couple of members have 
been laid low; some have returned, 
some are still recovering but one has 
called time. Ray Allsop (pictured right)
has retired as an active fi refi ghter 
aft er a 35 year service with the CFA. 
Fortunately Ray is still an active 
member, whose help, knowledge and 
considered insights are much valued.
We have had a number of fi refi ghters 
leave for a variety of reasons, mainly 
leaving the area or for family reasons, 
but we have recruited well, both in 

number and quality of candidates, which leaves the brigade 
currently in good shape. However, we are always looking for 
new recruits, so please contact us if you would like to fi nd 
out about being a volunteer with the CFA.
We held a very successful Open Garden fundraiser in 

September 2015, which was a 
wonderful community event.
With the help of a VESEP government 
grant and a Berwick Op Shop donation 
we saw the construction of a new 
changing and turnout room at the 
station, allowing or fi refi ghters to dress 
in safety and away from diesel fumes.
In November last year, also with the 
help of a VESEP grant and a Pakenham 
Op Shop donation we were able to 
install a mains connected hydrant at 
the station to improve our operational 
and training capacities.
And also starting in November, with 
the help of the Upper Beaconsfi eld 
Beautifi cation Group and Green 
Circle Nursery, we began some new 
landscaping works at the station which 
will extend the theme of the central 
township into the station grounds and 
improve the overall appearance of the 
station.

Mike Hall

Our new team: back row l-r: John & Tony Middleditch, Scott 
Huijbregsen, Ian Pinney, front row l-r: Andrew Lloyd, Emma Vulin
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Kinder news
Th ere are no bounds or limits for fun 
and learning when it comes to our 
kindergarten children. Th e last couple 
of months have been full of activities that promote 
belonging, appreciation, respect and gratitude for all 
people, animals and the environment. We have built on 
the foundations of our early friendships with each other; 
hatched baby chickens, which the children cared for so 
well; planted an indigenous garden; marvelled at the 
changes in our environment that have happened through 
autumn; talked about how we can care for our world; 
welcomed our families to Family Week; and made special 

surprises for our mums for Mother’s Day. 
Don’t be surprised if when walking through 
the village you are greeted by one of our 
pre-schoolers with a “Halo, Nama saya …” 
(Hello, My name is…). Our kindergarten 

kids are blowing us away with their interest and 
ability in learning the language of Indonesia. Th is year 
for the fi rst time we have started teaching a foreign 
language to the children and they are really enjoying 

the experience. Our teachers and assistants have helped 
achieve all of this for our children in the most fun and 
relaxed way. What a great place for the little minds of our 
community to be spending their time! 

Leah Tomek

We care for your child
Our Early Learning Centre is open from 7.30 am–5.30 pm 

and off ers exceptional services for up to 26 children per day. 
We are a small, community run centre that has a strong 

focus on children’s health and wellbeing. 
Whether you require care because you are working, need 

a break, or would like your child to grow and develop with 
other children their own age, then Upper Beaconsfi eld 

Community Centre is the place to come. Places are limited so 
get in quick! 

Families are also eligible for at least a 50 % discount with their 
Child Care Rebate and further reductions with Child Care 

Benefi t, when meeting Centrelink eligibility criteria. We also 
off er a discount if you are studying a course here with us. 

Please enquire at the offi  ce.
We off er half days…..yes half days. Drop your child in, enjoy 

a break and pick them up just before school pick-ups!

Our sessions

Mornings: 7.30 am–12.30 pm
Aft ernoons: 12.30 pm–5.30 pm

All day: 7.30 am–5.30 pm

New family special

Mention this advertisement at the time of booking and 
receive a one off  discount of $20.   Phone 5944 3484

kids are blo
ability in le
for the first

Toy Library
Taking care of business

It’s been 34 years since the library opened its 
doors and loaned toys to families and the community.
Regardless to the number of members, volunteer help or 
funds we remain open, so that young children, their families 
and supporting groups can have access to a wide range of 
educational and fun toys.
It is well known that children learn through play and sharing 
and our aim is to have aff ordable and convenient access to a 
number of great toys for all children.

We keep fees and duty requirements 
to a minimum and consider each 
membership on an individual basis. 
Community and supporting group 
memberships are also available.
Our current group of members and 
volunteers does a superb job pitching 
in when needed, so that everything 
runs smoothly. Th anks team! 
However, we still have room for more. 

If you would like to join the toy library or be part of the 
team, email or message us on Facebook.

Finding the best opening time?

Th e library continues to be open on the 1st and 3rd Th ursday 

of each month between 10 and 11 am during school term, 
and occasionally we have an extra session thrown in. We are 
aware that these times don’t suit everyone, but we need to 
be able to off er a constant and reliable operating time that is 
eff ective and viable for the library. 

Many toy libraries struggle to 
maintain a constant opening time, 
mainly due to the availability of their 
volunteers; some even have to close 
on days where no help is available. 
Here at UBTL the current open 
days refl ect volunteer and room 
availability, as well as the number of 
current members. Th is does not mean 
we are unable to expand our hours in 
the future but do require a minimal 
base opening time. Aft er all, any 

opening time is better than none.
Non-members are most welcome to drop by on any open 
session for a play and see.

Marie Rogers

Toy Library is located in the Community Room at the 
Upper Beaconsfi eld Community Centre, 10-12 Salisbury Road. 
Open 1st and 3rd Thursday 10-11 am during school term. 
Phone the Community Centre on 5944 3484 for more information 
or drop us a line at 
upperbeac.toylibrary @ yahoo.com.au  Website: ubtl.mibase.com.au
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Upper Beaconsfi eld Community Centre news 
Join a course today!

Our term program is now well under way 
but it’s not too late to join in on any of our 
classes or workshops - Circuit Training 
• Strength Training • Adult Social 

Dancing • Kids Confi dence Drama • iPad • Yoga • Social 
Walking Group • Build Your Own Website • First Aid • 
Social Media • Meditation • Craft  Group … and more!
If you would like a copy of our term program by mail/ email 
just call us on 5944 3484 or send an email to offi  ce@ubcc.
org.au with your details and we’ll be sure to get one to you!  

Computer room

We have 3 computers and 7 new laptops now available for 
member use in our computer room. Please check ahead with 
the offi  ce to confi rm that the room is available.
New Microsoft  Windows 10 courses will start in term 3.

Website 

Be sure to have a look at our new website – www.ubcc.org.au 
– which will be up and running by 1 June. All of our course 
details along with local community contacts and information 
can be found here plus information about our Early Learning 
Centre.

Course bookings

We are now taking bookings on trybooking.com for all of 
our courses. Just log on and search for “Upper Beaconsfi eld 
Community Centre”, enter the site and choose from any of 
our great courses. So easy!

Tutors wanted 

Do you have a talent or experience that you can share with 
others? We’d love to hear from you! Call Darlene on 5944 
3484 and come in for a chat.

Accredited courses 

Th e Centre has partnered with Monash Training and 
Professional Development to off er a number of accredited 
training courses here at Upper Beaconsfi eld. Th ese represent 
exceptional value so take advantage of these great off ers by 
contacting Cathy on 5944 3484 or cathy@ubcc.org.au for an 
information pack.

Neighbourhood House Morning Tea 

Th anks to all those that came out to support our 
Neighbourhood House Morning Tea on Tuesday 9 May. 
We had a small turn out and were thrilled to welcome new 
‘friends’ to the Centre.

Darlene Stillwell - Program Coordinator 

Celebrations at the ELC

As part of the Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) we 
encourage the children to be aware that they are connected 
with, and contribute to, their world. For this reason, we 
celebrate local, national and world events. As part of our 
program, the children recently were remembering Anzac 
Day and had been making Anzac Biscuits 
and learning about their history. We 
celebrate any national days or events 
in your family, as we recognise the 
importance of the children’s families 
and their backgrounds. We have also 
celebrated Easter in April, making 
cupcakes, pancakes and hot cross buns. 
Th e children were also lucky enough to 
have the Easter Bunny visit the centre, 
and he had the children participate in an 

Easter Egg Hunt in the hall, using our routine outings.
In May we recognised Mother’s Day and the national day 
for Argentina, from where one of the children’s families 
originates. Families have continued to support us and 
have looked forward to contributions from their customs, 
traditions, photos, recipes, national dress or language.
We are also lucky to have such a great colourful playground. 
Our fl owers have fl ourished and have been continuing to 
do so, as the children have been busy being little green 
fi ngers, planting more fl owers and taking care of the garden. 
Our cubby house has had a makeover which is looking 
very inviting. Th anks to Irene and her husband for taking 
the time to paint it. Th e children have been using their 
imaginations and having fun turning it into an ice cream 
parlour, a bakery or a cosy place to sit and share story books 
and play experiences.
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Pony Club–successful rally in April
Special thanks must go to our District Commissioner, 
Amanda Dunstan, for her work in bringing together a very 
special April rally. Th e rally was held in conjunction with the 
Pakenham Pony Club with instructors and riders combining 

at the beautiful Pakenham Upper grounds – 
the combination was an outstanding success! 
We received a fabulous thank-you from PPC 
in return for our assistance at their Pakenham Horse Trials. 

We hope we can continue 
to work with Pakenham 
and to be able to hold 
future combined rallies 
now and then, as the April 
rally was an excellent 
eye-opening opportunity 
for all our members. Th e 
cross-country course has 
to be seen to be believed. 
It is stunning, as are the 
arenas, clubhouse and 
grounds. We hope the 
photographs speak for 
themselves.
UBPC was made to feel 
very welcome in every 
way, from our youngest 
mini riders, to all groups 
up to the highest levels. 
Th e mini riders were led 
on their ponies to walk 

Ranges Ward Report
On 11 May, the Annual Mayoral Volunteers Reception 
was held as part of the National Volunteers Week. It is 
a wonderful opportunity to 
thank so many residents who all 
make a valuable contribution to 
their communities. Th is event 
is always a highlight of the year 
and is attended by so many, but 
we acknowledge that not all our 
volunteers can be there on the 
night. So we would also like to 
extend our thanks and gratitude 
to all those volunteers who weren’t 
able to attend as well. Without our 
volunteers our communities would 
be lower quality places to live.
Th e winner of the 2017 Stan 
Henwood Award was also 
announced on the night; we 
congratulate Nancy Boura (right)
on her nomination for this award. 
Six incredible volunteers were 
nominated, recognising their 

passion and dedication to their 
communities and we congratulate 
them all for this achievement.
During June and July, the Draft  

Waste 
and Resource Recovery Strategy 
2018–27 will be released for 
community feedback. Th is strategy 
identifi es opportunities to increase 
and improve recycling practices 
which will help to decrease the 
garbage sent to landfi ll. It covers 
a number of areas including the 
residential kerbside collection, the 
bi-annual hard and green waste 
collection, public litter and illegally 
dumped rubbish. A number of 
initiatives are identifi ed within the 
strategy and it is important that we 
receive feedback from residents on 
this important strategy. Th e draft  
will be available online as well as 
from the Civic Centre in Offi  cer. If 
you would like a hard copy sent to 
you, please call Customer Service 
on 1300 787 624.

Cr Leticia 
Wilmot

Cr Leticia Wilmot E: l.wilmot@cardinia.vic.gov.au   M: 0427 135 879   F: facebook.com/LeticiaWilmot.Ranges
Cr Brett Owen E: b.owen@cardinia.vic.gov.au   M: 0418 993 379   F: facebook.com/Brett Owen – Ranges
Cr Jeff  Springfi eld E: j.springfi eld@cardinia.vic.gov.au   M: 0427 383 810   F: facebook.com/CrJeff Springfi eld
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All hands on deck for a fantastic day
Just as we were locking the gates in the dark at the end of a 
long, happy day, down came the rain and we were wet to the 
skin! It was an anticlimax as the fi nal moment of 10 months 
of the planning, preparation, coordinating and liaising 
that go in to running the Upper Beaconsfi eld Riding Club 
combined training and dressage competition!
For the fi rst time in many years, the UBRC committee chose 
to hold our annual competition at our home club grounds. 
Th e forested grounds looked beautiful; the arenas were 
freshly sanded and graded ready for the warm-ups and 
show-jumping, and we had the use of the grassed sports oval 
for our two dressage rings. Th e turf had a perfect degree of 
springy resilience, and when our sole advanced competitor 
enjoyed a warm-up canter lap of the oval, we could only 
moan with envy! Th e mild autumn weather contributed to 
everyone’s enjoyment of the competition.
Th e standout thing for me was the fantastic teamwork shown 
by our club members. In the face of the president being 
overseas that weekend, and the secretary in the middle of 
moving house (yes she drove up early to help out all day!) we 
still had set-up and pack-up crews; our judges’ co-ordinator 
ensured that our wonderful judges were kept fed, watered 
and comfortable; we had pencillers, gear checkers, marshalls, 
runners and welcomers. We had traffi  c/parking wardens 
who were amazing at getting everyone accommodated in 
our limited areas. We ran our own catering, with members 
supplying cakes and sandwiches, and the hot items from 
our super local bakery. Th e coff ee van also provided real hot 
chocolate! And the event secretary sat in a corner and did 
all the sums for us! Th ank goodness – we could never have 
managed the scoring!
Th is is the fi rst time that we have been able to attract some 
good sponsors. Horseland Narre Warren supported the 
dressage competitors with a range of extra prizes. Johnson’s 
Horse Feeds supported the show jumpers with bags of horse 
feed. Lysterfi eld Discount Pet Supplies supported the lucky 
dip raffl  e with several more bags of horse feed. As I was 
doing the presentations and running the lucky dip, it was so 
very exciting to be able to see everyone’s pleasure at these 
wonderful extras. If you use any of these providers, please 
thank them next time you stock up!
We found that the presentations had to be done in a fairly 
ad hoc way as people became ready and available for their 
awards. However, everyone was well applauded, and at the 
end of the day only one person had left  without waiting for 

her ribbons. 
• To our judges and course designer – thank 

you so much for your time and expertise.
• To our competitors – thank you so much for coming, for 

being so relaxed and happy and enjoying the competition 
and our facilities.

• To our sponsors – thank you for helping to add to the 
atmosphere and success of the day.

• To all club members – thank you all for pitching in and 
enabling it to happen.

Now, what can we do better in 2018?
Rosz Smith

Long time club member Pam Edwards patting Seviana 
aft er winning our Beryl Hails Memorial Trophy. Photo 
used with permission from OneEyedFrog Photography

parts of the cross-country course and inspect the jumps, but 
to the frustration of some were not allowed to attempt the 
water jump! Even the younger Buckskin group attempted 
part of the course. Th e warm welcome was extended to our 
parents and instructors and combined with brilliant facilities 
and the sunshine, which PPC had obviously ordered, meant 
accolades aplenty for Pakenham Pony Club. A fantastic, if 
very tiring day! We look forward to the next one.
Th e club has had quite a number of riders out competing at 

Bunyip and Tooradin with everyone putting in fantastic eff orts. 
In May, we will have our normal third Sunday of the month 
rally. June and July will no doubt have all members rugged 
up against the elements and August will see the club staging 
a Freshman’s Day as a fundraising event. Here’s hoping our 
club fund-raising will mean our own cross-country course 
will not be long in its revamping and will become a course 
worthy of the club.

Helen, UBPC Committee
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Upper Beaconsfi eld Scout group
2017 has seen a growth in new members and we welcome 
those families and hope their children enjoy many years of 
scouting adventures. We run an active program that engages 
everyone from 7-25 and provides them with many self-
development opportunities.
Leaders and the committee were extremely proud of our 
members at this year’s Anzac Day service. Th e RSL invite us 
to be involved each year, which is a wonderful honour and 
complements what our scouting program teaches about our 
country’s war service. Th is year we had a large turnout again 
and the scouts and leaders stood patiently in the pouring 
rain, in full uniform. Th ey shivered through the service, 
stood to attention and respectfully placed the crosses and 
wreaths without any complaints. We have no doubt these 
scouts will grow into strong members of the scouting and 
Upper Beaconsfi eld community.
Upper Beaconsfi eld Scout Group recently won a $5,000 
voucher from Carpet Court as part of their giving back to 
the kid’s program. Big thank you to Carpet Court for their 
donation; to Lynn Bruce for nominating us and the scouting 
families and friends who voted and helped supply the 
balance with fundraising activities. Th e new carpet in the 
Igloo is being installed early May.

All sections meet at the Igloo, Upper 
Beaconsfi eld Recreation Reserve.
Cubs  7-10 years  Monday  7-8.30 pm
Scouts 10-14 years Tuesday 7-9 pm
Venturers 14-17 years Monday 7.30-9.30 pm
Rovers 18-25 years Th ursday from 7.30 pm
If you would like to try Scouting, please contact our 
Group Leader, Warren Makings on 0437 023 086 or 
upperbeacgroupleader@gmail.com.

Cubs 

Term two started with a night walk and a construction 
night where the Cubs had to build a stretcher and pretend 
to carry an injured Cub out of the bush. Th ey all learnt a 
new knot that can be used for stretcher building and also 
for constructing a tripod strong enough to withstand seven 
Cubs climbing on it! Next week they will prepare and cook 
their own dinner.
Th e highlight was Anzac Day where our 7-11 year-old Cubs 
stood in 50 minutes of heavy rain with only a shirt and scarf 
on. For some, this was their fi rst community activity as a 
new Cub.

Scouts

With 25 active scouts, term 1’s program was action 
packed with our Philip Island Beach camp, where we 
all attempted to surf; Water Wars competition night 
with other district scout troops, where we won ... 
but we may have stretched the rules a little; a visit to 
the Greencross Vet; canoeing on Lysterfi eld Lake; a 
navigation night; a construction night; and a 30 km 
hike near Powelltown, run by our older scouts.
We said farewell to Lachlan McPhee (right), who 
earned his Australian Scout Medallion, the highest 
achievement in the scouting movement. 
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Karenne Gregory
Reg:  Kinect KA19531
E: karenne@sshf.com.au
A: 5 Young St, Upper Beaconsfield
M: 0418 303 843

Shape Shifters
Health & Fitness

Boutique Gym in Upper Beaconsfield
Specialising in complete Personal Training and Circuit  

style classes – small groups of 4 maximum
Session packages for personal training and 

Term packages for group circuit classes
Metabolic Precision Nutrition to aid in 

Weight loss and management
If you are ready to transform to a fitter and healthier YOU 

Ring for a FREE consultation appointment then decide
For yourself if you really need the change !!

Upper Beaconsfi eld 

Peddlers Group 
Upper Beaconsfi eld Peddlers Group meets for a bike ride 
every third Sunday of the month. We have visited many 
varied and interesting places. Th e rides are mostly on bike 
paths and rail trails with the occasional ride on quiet roads. 
Some of the rail trails we have ridden are: Th e Warburton, 
Th e Great Southern to Fish Creek and Th e Bass Coast to 
Wonthaggi. A favourite is the Capital City Ride taking 
in parts of Merri Creek and Yarra River Trails. Th e rides 
cater for diff erent levels with a long and short start/fi nish 
component ranging from 30 to 50 kms. We usually have 
between 8-12 riders on a regular ride and are a very social 
group - coff ee and snack stops are a must. Contact Cathy 
Hermans on 0421 556 560 or bolches@bigpond.com for 
more information.   Cathy Hermans

“Catching the punt 
from Port Melbourne 
to Williamstown” by 

Christopher Ian.

Th e Term 2 
programme 
includes a 
swimming 
night, a visit to 
the Mt Burnett 
Observatory, tree 
planting, fi rst aid 
patrol camps, 
a community 
heritage night, 
Leadership camp 
and a visit to the 
SES in Emerald.

Rovers

Split Rock Rovers 
has again had a 
very busy start to 
the year, helping out with marshalling and directions at the 
Upper Beaconsfi eld Fun Run, working on the Wood Chop 
clean up team at the Berwick Show, and running activities 
at Anything Goes (one of the largest Venturer camps in 
Australia with over 1200 youth members attending). We 
also completed an evening of wood splitting for a valuable 
fundraiser.
Upcoming events include a trip to Mafeking Rover Park 

to attend Mudbash, where the crew will have three days 
of racing our buggy ‘Bad Decisions’. Other activities will 
include Trivia, building our own forge, a winter beach night 
and a joint night with the Venturers.

Debbie Pinney

Scouts sumo wrestling in water and mud during a camp.
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Cardinia Beaconhills Golf Links
It has been a packed few months full of events and activities 
at the golf club starting with new crowned champions 
for this year’s Club Championship. We held the men and 
women’s Club Championship at the same time this year. 
Only a few of golf clubs do this and we are thrilled to 
announce our new 2017 Club Champion for men – Ryan 
Fuller and for women – Ashleigh Hall. 

We are also thrilled to announce that Laurie Fenton 
(pictured above right), a long time resident of Upper 
Beaconsfi eld was recently made a Life Member at 
Beaconhills. Laurie has been involved in club committees 
for the many years and is currently serving his last year as 
Club President, a position that he has held since 2012. 
Our Beacy Tribes concept continued with its fi rst Beacy 
Tribe Week held in March and the current leaderboard tally 
is lead by Kangaroos Red at 543, Kookaburras Blue at 509, 
Wombat Yellow at 389 and Echidna Green at 364.
Our juniors (pictured right) also did us proud by winning 
the GPV (District) Jason Day Division with consistent 
wins and team work in home and away games. A special 
thank you to Ralph Lowden, our junior coordinator for the 
pennant team.
As the weather turns, we encourage all local residents to 
come up to the golf club enjoy our warm open fi re as we are 

open for lunch every day. 
Fiza Errington, Club Manager

List of winners:
Club Championship (Men): 

Club Champion: Ryan Fuller; B grade: Greg Seymour; C 
grade:Jason Hirjee; Veterans: David Crowe; Juniors (boys and 
girls): Joel Simons

Club Championship (Women): 
Club Champion: Ashleigh Hall; B grade: Sharon Lowden 

Balcombe Matchplay: 
A grade: Matt van der Kraan; B grade: Joe Karac; C grade: Matt 
Borg

MF Ahearn Shield: John and Jean Wheatley
Grandmasters Championship: Roy Solomon
Midweek Championship (Women): Jenny Chandler; B grade: 

Shannon Trumper; C grade: Deb Williams; Veterans: Bev 
Eckhardt 

Fred Paice Medallist: Robert Darlison
He Hits It She Hits It: Chris and Yvonne Morandin
Golf Premier League: Th e HFs defeated Snake Club; Matt 

Rennison: MVP 
Twilight: Nett: Nick Jones, Gross: Matt van der Kraan
Virtual Masters: Jordan Denereaz partnered with Franceso 

Molinari (PGA Pro) at US Masters for total of 80 points
Doris Chambers Foursomes: Marilyn Ford and Shannon Trumper 
Family Championship: Chris and Greg Broom 
Hole in One: 2nd hole: Peter Sierat (18 Feb); 6th hole: Joe Karac (4 

Mar); 15th hole: Wayne Davey (15 Feb), Laura Griffi  n (18 Feb), 
and Michael Tarley (15 Apr) 

A serve from the Tennis Club
Th e exciting news at the Tennis Club is that the new 
sprinkler system has arrived and has been installed! No more 
confusing buttons and knobs with the old outdated system, 
the new one is very easy to operate. Th e state-of-the-art 
system is the same one installed at the NASA space station! 
Not really, only kidding, but bet they want one. Can’t wait to 
test it out.

Brett (0431 691 394) and Rob (0418 247 882) do tennis 
coaching at Upper Beaconsfi eld Tennis Club. Th e team 
has a variety of tennis structures to suit any level. You 
can contact them and arrange a day or evening lesson at 
upperbeactenniscoaching@live.com.au

Interested in playing tennis? Th e club has a 
vast array of day and night tennis available 
for all the family: mid-week ladies, mixed 
night tennis on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Th ursday 
nights, Saturday and Sunday juniors and Saturday aft ernoon 
seniors and pennant. For more information about the Upper 
Beaconsfi eld Tennis Club and how you can get involved 
simply email us at upperbeaconsfi eldtc@gmail.com or our 
website www.tennis.com.au/upperbeaconsfi eld, or fi nd us on 
facebook.
Just a reminder to all members to leave the clubrooms and 
outside area neat and tidy please. 

David Harvey U.B.T.C. Committee
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MARRIAGE CELEBRANT 

WINDOW CLEANING 

JOHN PLOWMAN 
Long establ ished business  

0418 597 630 

 

Rivendell 

 

beaconsfield chiropractic

9796 1110 

VILLAGE BELL BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Thank you to Village Bell advertisers  

who service and support our community.       
Advertising enquiries email advertising.villagebell@gmail.com 

  

Petruccelli Art Classes 

ROVING AUTOMOTIVE — Mobile mechanical services 
Servicing the area for over 13 years. All types of servicing and repairs.

 4WD specialist    Electrical repair 
 Accessory lighting    Battery systems 

Call Colin  0414 603 526 

 
H&J Weimann Pty Ltd 
Builders of Distinction 

 

Locally based builder specialising in 

Boutique Homes  Renovations  Extensions 

Call 1300 880 486

GLUTEN FREE BREAD (pre-order)
HOT FOOD!  
Gourmet chicken and veg pies.  Beef pies – classic, 
curry, onion, bacon or mushroom.  Family and party pies.  Vegetable 
pasties. Spinach & ricotta triangles. Quiches – Lorraine or vegetable.  
Traditional, cheese & bacon or curry vegetable sausage rolls.

5944 4416 
Open Mon–Fri  

6am–5pm,  
Sat 7am–1pm



PRACTICALHORTICULTURE 

SHAPE SHIFTERS 
HEALTH & FITNESS 

Dav id  H a r v e y  
0400 45 75 05



Emerald Lake Travel P/L 
(at Emerald Community House) 

358 Main St Emerald 3782 
03 59 685222    or     0400 99 0026 

elt@nex.net.au   Web: Emerald Lake Travel PL  
Facebook: Emerald Lake Travel 

HOURS
9am–1pm Monday to Thursday inclusive at the Community House 
1pm–5pm Mobile service by appointment at Community House, your 
home or Café Marte 
Fridays  9am–5pm and Saturday 9am–1pm Mobile service, 
by appointment as above 

Horse dentistry for the 21st century 
Performance floating for competition horses 
Remedial dentistry / bit seating 
Foal, adult & senior horse dental checks 

Dr Paul Owens 
Veterinary Surgeon BVSc MRCVS 

Horse Vet Dentist 
0451 664 373 
www.horsevetdentist.com.au 

We are listed on  
EQUINE DENTAL VETS 

www.equinedentalvets.com.au PAUL LA ROCHE 
5944 3320 

Fax: 5944 3305 Mob 0417 356 135 
larocheair@bigpond.com.au 

143 Stoney Creek Road 
Upper Beaconsfield   

Air Conditioning Mechanical Services 
ABN 36 981 265 804  Licence 29118  

Air Conditioning, Mechanical Services, General Plumbing, Water Renewals,  
Heating & Ventilation, Maintenance, Repairs, Split Systems 

Renovate by resurfacing 

 

A BOWER MAINTENANCE SERVICES

Dav id  H a r v e y  
0400 45 75 05 

 General Property Maintenance 
 S leepe r  Re ta in i ng  Wa l l s  
 Lawns   Ga rden   Rubb i sh  

 S la te  &  S tone  Repa i r s  
 Ba th room Res to ra t i ons  
 Pa in t i ng  i ns i de  &  ou t   



Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit 
Licence 237879. S53092-2 (324994_v1) (22/11/2016)

bendigobank.com.au

Making great 
things happen.
When you bank with Beaconsfield District Community 
Bank® Branch great things happen in your community.

So, if you’re not banking with us already, drop by and 
be part of something bigger.

Drop into your nearest branch at 52-62 Old Princes 
Highway, Beaconsfield or phone 9769 5122 to find 
out more.

COMMUNITY

C
O

N T R I B U T I O

N
S

$180,000

Beaconsfield District 
Community Bank® Branch

Freecall: 1800 808 027



KCRE

 

vendor’s agent

 
EXTREME

Follow us on Social Media

CLIFFORD
ELECTRICS
  electrical contractors

PO Box 368

Ph: 5944 4773
Fax: 5944 4776

PTY 
LTD

Frank 0418 329 639
Leigh 0419 567 243

ctors
REC 2631

Grease Traps Cleaned-Water Tanks Cleaned-Portable Toilets

S EPT IC  TANK C L EAN ING

www.ecoliquidwaste.com
0418 516 327 Pensioner & Seniors Discount

Call NOW for prompt friendly service & advice
ALL AREAS 

24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Owner Operator    
EPA Accredited

Safe Septic Tank Product Pack 
FREE with every septic tank cleaned

* limit one per customer

SAGE ACCOUNTING
MARK SAGE FCPA

• Accountant
• Business Consultant
• SMSF Advisor/Manager
• Registered Tax Agent

P: 5944 3734     M: 0400 865 595
E: masage@tpg.com.au
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Shining lights

Five Premier’s Awards

 Three VCE Season of Excellence Awards

10 d i h ATAR b 95

Five outstanding Beaconhills students have earned 

Premier’s Awards, putting them in the top one per 

cent of Victoria for their VCE subject.

excellence
rewarded

Pakenham & Berwick


