
Goodbye charming old Goodbye charming old 
Cardinia Creek bridgeCardinia Creek bridge

U P P E R  B E A C O N S F I E L D

Issue No. 209

September 2017

Upper Beaconsfield Association  

www.upperbeaconsfield.org.au



Spectacular new Cardinian 

Embroidery: flora and fauna
Th e young boy standing next to me looked up and delivered his 
verdict: “It’s beautiful!”
We were viewing the stunning new embroidery by the Friends of 
the Cardinian Embroidery (FOTCE). Th e embroidery is actually 
comprised of two separate framed panels. Th e fi rst depicts the 
waterways and gentle rural landscapes that typify much of Cardinia 
Shire (right), while the second shows the denser, darker wooded and 
temperate rainforest environments found within the Shire.
Th e project was 6 years and 8 months in the making and contains 
work by 327 diff erent individuals. Th ere are 55 embroideries of 
local plants, animals, birds, insects and fi sh. Commonly occurring 
fl ora and fauna species appear in the distance of each landscape 
with endangered species, such as the helmeted honeyeater, 
Leadbeater’s possum and lovely, rounded billy buttons, appearing 
life size in the foreground.
Th e embroidery has strong connections to Upper Beaconsfi eld. 
Th e president of FOTCE is long-time resident, Eleanor Taylor, 
who co-ordinated workshops and conducted many sessions in her 
own home. Th e UB Men’s Shed also played a part, constructing a 
wooden frame that allowed the larger pieces to be added while the 
background was in an upright position. Th is proved to be much 
easier than stitching on fl at tables. 
A variety of techniques were used in the creation of the work, 
including hand stitching, machine embroidery and fabric painting. 
Natural fi bres (cotton and linen) were used and conservation 

guidelines closely followed. Th ese measures will ensure that the 
embroidery can be treasured and enjoyed for many years to come 
by future generations of Cardinians.
If you would like to see the embroidery for yourself, it is located in 
the foyer of the Pakenham Hall/Library, corner of John and Henry 
Streets, Pakenham.

Cheryl O’Gallagher

A walk on the Aquaduct Trail off  Offi  cer Road
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Local community matters
Helmeted Honeyeaters

In June the Upper Beaconsfi eld Association organised Alex 
Smart (below) to speak at the public meeting about the 
plans to re-introduce the critically endangered Helmeted 
Honeyeater in Upper Beaconsfi eld. It was good to see 
primary school students with some parents and teachers in 
attendance. Th e Helmeted Honeyeater is the BUPS emblem.
Alex was an interesting and relaxed speaker who engaged all 
with his knowledge and enthusiasm. In late 2016 the Heho 
Recovery Team visited Upper Beaconsfi eld and considered 
Brennan’s Reserve a suitable site for the release of birds 
in the future. Cardinia Shire’s Marianne Sawyer is now a 
member of the Recovery Team. Th e shire is sourcing grants 
for weed control and deer control fencing in Brennan’s 
Reserve. Hopefully further progress can be made in the 
plans for the honeyeater’s survival.

Local roads

We also saw the return of Cardinia Shire traffi  c engineer 
Nick Charrett at our August public meeting to talk to 
residents about the 
proposed changes to 
speed zones in Upper 
Beaconsfi eld. New 
line marking will be 
done in Salisbury 
Road to assist 
drivers with parking, 
judging distances 
and also to reduce 
speeding. Residents 
in Salisbury Road 
have been notifi ed 
by post to submit 
their feedback via 
Cardinia Council’s 
website. UBA also 
posted a notice 
on the Upper 
Beaconsfi eld 

Facebook site requesting 
feedback from residents. 
We heard that the road outside 
the Milk Bar will be repaired, 
commencing in December, with channel and kerb, speed 
hump and one-way traffi  c signage.
Drivers speeding and ignoring traffi  c signs around Charing 
Cross continue to be a subject discussed at meetings. 
Drivers who swoop around that corner frequently endanger 
residents trying to cross on foot or by car from Halford 
Street to Emerald Road. Please have consideration for others.

Elephant Rock

We are still pushing for action to be taken to clean up the 
Elephant Rock area. It has been rather slow so far. Cr Owen 
proposed a motion at council that council write to the 
state government minister to help gain cooperation from 
VicRoads and Melbourne Water to remediate the site. See 
details in Cr Owen’s report this issue.

Helen Smith

Next public 
meeting

Wednesday 4 October

at 7.30 pm

Speaker/s from Harrietville 

on fi re emergency planning

All welcome!

Watch out for local notices

Residents, we post updates on 
Upper Beaconsfi eld Facebook 

@UpperBeaconsfi eld

Have you visited the 

Upper Beac website yet?

• Information about Upper 
Beaconsfi eld

• Th e online archive of every Village 
Bell published since 1978 at 
https://upperbeaconsfi eld.org.au/
village-bell

Please let us know if anything on our 
website needs updating. Contact UBA 
secretary helen.r.smith@iinet.net.au
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Rainfall at “Barkala”, 

Beaconsfi eld–Emerald Road

Th e period May to end of July has been 
consistently below average this year, 
but has partially been off set by the fi rst 
quarter being above average.

George Moir

Month 45 yr av. 2016 2017

Jan 63.6 89.7 51.8
Feb 58.4 15.6 87.1
Mar 64.2 46.4 57.4
Apr 78.3 74.9 121.2
May 86.1 119.2 49.6
Jun 80.3 138.8 46.1
Jul 78.6 102.9 50.3
Aug 85.7 65.7
Sep 90.6 85.5
Oct 94.3 129.0
Nov 86.5 54.0
Dec 80.4 77.5
Total 947 mm 999.2 mm

St John’s corner
I recently read a book in which Marjorie Lawrence was 
interviewed. Marjorie was a great operatic soprano in the 
mid-1900s, who contracted polio and became a paraplegic. 
Th e interviewer asked her: “What is it that keeps you so 
bright and courageous in spite of everything? You must have 
some very clear and remarkable philosophy to support you.” 
Marjorie’s reply: “Well, you see, many people believe in God 
and make themselves miserable. We believe in God and have 
lots of fun. Th at is all.” (“Safe Passage” by Ida Cook, Mira 
Books 2009)
Th is struck me as such an apt response to modern questions 
about religion. A religious outlook that makes you or those 
around you miserable, is not worth cultivating. At St John’s 
services and other activities we try to demonstrate the deep 
joys of faith and have fun!
Participating in 
community activities 
is a great place to 
start. Whether these 
activities are Church 
based or secular, 
working with other 
like-minded people 
to achieve a common 
purpose is very 
satisfying—just read 
in the Bell about all 
the activities that 

happen in Upper 
Beaconsfi eld—and 
pick up on the positive 
atmosphere generated 
by all of them!
On Mothers’ Day the 
parish was visited by 
our new Bishop Paul, 
who came to meet us 
all and to share, chat and brunch aft er the service. Our next 
party was another parish brunch on 4 June for Pentecost 
which celebrates the beginning of the Christian Church.
Th e Op Shop is a community activity run by volunteers from 
St John’s, CWA and neighbours. We would love to be open 
for more days and longer hours, but we need more voluntary 
staff ! In the meantime we will be holding a Gala Saturday 
with lots of the usual Op Shop bargains and an open Church 

with tea and cakes in the foyer. Th e fi rst one will 
be on 14 October, 10 am–2 pm. 
Our regular Op Shop hours are:
Th ursdays till 3 pm; Fridays till 1 pm.
St John’s Communion Services 
Sundays at 9.30 am
Prayers on Mondays at 8 am

Rosz Smith (Warden)

Thank you to our supporters: 
A & M Conn ; P A Hill ; B & B Mars ; Roslyn Smith ; V & M Steidle ; Wendy Th omson ; White 
Family ; Luke & Kellie Williams ; Joanna & Fabian Zmichro

VILLAGE BELL SUBS 2017 .... Volunteers produce the Bell published quarterly by 
the UBA and delivered to every letter box in Upper Beac. Support us by paying $5 subs to 
help cover the Bell’s costs. Pay at the Community Centre or General Store. If you live outside 
the local area we can mail the Bell to you for $10 per year. To pay by internet banking, send 
payment to Upper Beaconsfi eld Association Inc, Commonwealth Bank of Australia, 
BSB 063‐549 account number 0080‐0228. Tag your payment with your name so we know 
who sent it.
Full Name ............................................................................................................................................
Address ................................................................................................................................................



Volunteers welcome—editing, collating, printing—contact editor
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Plastic bag free future?
Upper Beac is a seriously special place to live. We have the 
amazing privilege of living amongst nature, with spectacular 
bushland surrounds and an abundance of wildlife. Add to 
that, a true sense of community.
You will have noticed recently that the issue of pollution by 
plastic bags, coff ee cups and other single use plastic items 
has been gaining momentum. It is estimated that some 180 
million bags enter the Australian environment every year 
causing devastation to our wildlife. Litter from single use 
takeaway coff ee cups is also being scrutinised, it is oft en 
found scattered along our roads, parks and water courses.
In fact, the CSIRO Marine Debris Report 2014 estimates that 
there are over 124 billion individual pieces of visible plastic 
littering the Australian coastline with a large legacy of plastic 
from previous years becoming microplastic.

Th ere are growing 
calls for a national ban 
on single-use plastic 
bags with Coles and 
Woolworths announcing 
they will phase out these 
environmental hazards.

So what can be 

done about it?

In Upper Beac, our 
own Foodworks store 
supports a ban on bags 

but they need YOUR help by bringing your own reusable 
bags to their supermarket. Having spent a day speaking to all 
our other shop owners, the same can be said for them too.
Th e easiest thing you can do is refuse a plastic bag, keep 
your own re-useable bags handy and also take your re-usable 
cup to your local coff ee shop. While you are there, have the 
discussion with shop owners—you are their customer and 
they want to know how you feel.
I am also calling on shop owners to take the initiative and 
remove plastic from their businesses. Please look at the 
research and consider the impact you will have on future 
generations and the health of the planet.
Lastly, I would love your help to make this happen. I am 
searching for passionate and like-minded individuals to help 
push this idea into reality by helping to make and distribute 
reusable bags, increase awareness and help with fund-
raising. Please email Carl on greenupperbeac@gmail.com

Carl Hirst

Do you enjoy reading the Village Bell?

Would you like to be a supporter for $5 a year? 
Your $5 helps us to print the Bell, keeping you in touch with our community. 

Fill in the form on page 4 and make your contribution at the Community Centre or General Store. Th ank you.

Why revegetation is 
important
One of Green Circle Plant Nursery’s 
most important roles is growing 
plants for revegetating small and large farmland properties, 
for schools, public parks, for Melbourne Water’s Stream 
Frontage program as well as for private gardens. All seeds 
and cutting stock is of local provenance. 

We supply plants in tubes at an economical price so you can 
aff ord to buy many plants for your revegetation project. Th e 
tubes grow well and soon get to a size bigger than if you 
had planted larger pots.
Planting of indigenous vegetation in public and private 
gardens is encouraged as these plants are naturally suited to 
our environment and require no fertilisers, pesticides and 
minimal watering. Th ey also provide habitat for local birds 
and wildlife and preserve our natural heritage. 
Green Circle Plant Nursery is a community nursery. 
Propagation work is done by volunteers and we welcome 
anyone who wants to participate and learn the skills of 
propagation.
Our plants range from trees, shrubs, grasses, lilies, 
wildfl owers, groundcovers and climbers.
For more information and plant lists see Green Circle Plant 
Nursery web site https://greencircleplantnursery.net.au/ 
Come in and see us Fridays 9–4.

Helen Smith



6 Th e Village Bell September 2017

Hello from the new Captain 
It has been a very quiet time around the town for the fi re 
brigade with not too many calls, but that doesn’t mean there 
haven’t been any activities.
Apart from the odd call out now and then, plus training, 
we have been doing a lot around the station. Aft er our 
recent recruitment drive we have a number of fantastic new 
recruits who will soon be qualifi ed and are eager to jump 
on the trucks and help the community. We have also been 
lucky enough to be able to purchase two new branches for 
our primary truck, a portable hose winder so we can pack 

up quicker and be ready to go sooner, and fi nally a thermal 
imaging camera (TIC). Th is will be a wonderful addition as 
this will allow us to identify hotspots and will make mopping 
up aft er a fi re quicker, easier and safer. 

Emergency vehicles

As many would be aware, there 
has been a new law introduced 
when driving past emergency 
services vehicles. When driving 
past emergency services with 
fl ashing lights, the maximum 
speed limit is 40 km/h. Th is law 
has come in to protect us while 
we do our jobs and keep us safer. 
Th is is not just for CFA; this 
covers Police, Ambulance, SES, 
MFB and all emergency vehicles. 
When you see the fl ashing red 
and blue lights stick to the 40 
km/h speed limit and follow 
all instructions by the service 
personnel. We are instructing 
for our safety and possibly yours. 
Please do not push past vehicles 
and please do not abuse our 
traffi  c controllers.

A reminder that midway through this cold 
winter fi res and heaters need servicing. Gas 
heaters need checking and servicing regularly. 
Wood heaters such as a Coonara or open fi re 
places need to be swept out semi regularly. If your heater is 
producing smoke it may need unblocking. Chimney fi res 
have the potential to cause house fi res and the best way to 
prevent this is to get your chimney checked and cleaned. 
At the end of July, the annual dinner was held at the 
Beaconhills Golf Club where the Brigade and Auxiliary 

celebrated achievements and contributions. 

Brigade service awards

Bradley Waldrop-Brown, 5 years 
Scott Huijbregsen, 5 years 
Craig Bates, 10 years
George Gibson, 15 years 
Wendy Th omson, 35 years and life membership 
Robert Irving, 35 years

Auxiliary service awards

Pat Edwards, 20 years 
Jennifer Wood, 25 Years 
Sandie Bliss, 30 Years
Congratulations and a big thank you to all. 

Request to all Upper Beaconsfi eld residents

With winter soon ending, the beautiful weather coming 
and residents returning to their gardens we ask for one 
thing. While you’re out making the gardens look fantastic 

again and doing all the cleaning up aft er a cold winter, 
please have a thought about access to hydrants. Th ey may 
be located near or in your garden. Hydrants and access to 
water is very important to fi re fi ghting and when they are 

needed it is in a hurry. Please clear 
a small area around the hydrant so 
that we can easily see it and access 
it. Remember it could be your 
property we need to use it for. 
Remember we are always looking 
for new fresh enthusiastic 
fi refi ghters and auxiliary members. 
If you feel like you have what it 
takes, want to do things that not 
many others get the chance to do 
and want to do something for the 
community with a great bunch of 
people, please call Ian Pinney on 
0409 815 567 or come and join us 
for training which is held every 
Wednesday 7.30 pm and Sunday 
9.30 am.

Scott Huijbregsen, 
Captain, Upper 

Beaconsfield CFA
0425 852 070

Awarded for long service, from left , George Gibson (15 years), 
Craig Bates (10 years) and Wendy Th omson (35 years).

Fourth Lieutenant Emma Vulin and Captain Scott 
Huijbregsen with Fire Fighter of the Year award recipient 

First Lieutenant Ian Pinney.
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Vale Barry Gates
Devoted husband, father and grandfather, motor cycle 
enthusiast, skilled and knowledgeable employee of 
General Motors Holden and Toyota, wizard with things 
mechanical, well known and respected member of the local 
community—Barry Gates will be well remembered. 
Barry was born at Brighton in 1940, was educated initially 
at Ormond East State School and served an apprenticeship 
as an instrument maker. He worked at General Motors and 
Toyota in Dandenong from 1961 until his retirement in the 
mid-90s. 
In 1961 he met Elaine Richards at a dance in Harkaway. 
Elaine relates their meeting: “He asked me to dance and I 
said yes. Aft erwards he gave me a lift  home in his friend’s 
Triumph Herald which only had bucket seats—I got to sit on 
the handbrake. He looked pretty good in is reefer jacket and 
rocker style hairdo. He had a little lick of hair like 
Elvis.” Elaine and Barry were married in 1963 at 
the Church of England in Berwick. Th ey moved 
to Upper Beaconsfi eld, fi rstly St Georges 
Road, then to their long-time home in 
Salisbury Road. 
Barry is survived by Elaine, their three 
children, Richard, Elizabeth and 
Christopher and their families.
Barry was always a keen 
motorcyclist and Norton 
machines were his favourite. He 
was a member and treasurer of the 
Dandenong Motorcycle Club. 
He also grew to love Japanese 
motors. Th e boys developed 
an interest in motorcycles, and 
the family holiday consisted of the 
family camping at the motorcycle track at 
Wonthaggi, with the boys riding all day and Barry repairing 
bikes.
Barry loved to tell stories to his children about his younger 
days. He loved to read and watch science fi ction and had a 

love of cool 50s jazz.
Th ese are some of Barry’s children’s reminiscences: 
“Dad was always interesting, and very knowledgeable. It 
was great to see him work and see the absolute joy on his 
face when he solved a problem, and people brought a lot of 
problems into his shed to fi x. Dad had a formula for fi xing 
things and he never gave up on anything.”
“When Dad was 51 he had is fi rst angina attack, and had 
to have a triple heart by-pass. Th e doctors said he should 
exercise, so he would go for walks. When I went walking 
with him we would have long and meaningful conversations 
which I loved.”
“Dad taught me many things about life, including how to 
appreciate the everyday and the little things. He always 
showed great respect to others and assisted others without 
expecting anything in return. He was always so strong and 
we relied on him for so many things. He seemed to know 
what to do—and always said to go for the dim sims from the 
Chinese restaurant—they’re usually the best!”
“To me Dad’s greatest quality was his patience, and his 
inherent ability to listen, to absorb and to off er a point of 
view based on quiet, measured wisdom.”

Barry was a member of the renowned Beaconsfi eld Upper 
Gentlemen’s Association (BUGA) for twenty-fi ve 

years, and a foundation member of the Upper 
Beaconsfi eld Men’s Shed. Both groups valued 
his quiet presence, expert advice and his 
ability to converse on a wide range of topics.

Barry Gates was a good man, a 
thoughtful and intelligent person. 

He was well known; his expert 
assistance was appreciated by 

many. He was well respected 
by all who knew him and 
will be missed, and well 
remembered.

Matt McDonald
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Citizen of the Year—Nominate an adult or young resident
Th e 2017 Upper Beaconsfi eld COY award nominations are 
now open for both adult and young residents (under 21). 
Nomination forms will be available from the Post Offi  ce, 
Community Centre, and General Store. 
Th e purpose of the award is: To encourage and recognise 
the importance and value of community service in Upper 
Beaconsfi eld, and honour and acknowledge those citizens 
who have given meritorious service for the progress and 
development of this community and its residents.
Eligibility
Th e nominee/s will be a person(s) who:
• Has been a resident of Upper Beaconsfi eld for at least 5 

years and is still a resident within the year of nomination 
•  Has made a signifi cant contribution to the community.

• Has not already received an Upper Beaconsfi eld Citizen of 
the Year award and 

• Is of good character
Th e closing date for the 2017 nomination is 31 December 
2017. Please note this date in your diary/calendar and consider 
nominating someone you know who is doing great work 
within the community. Anyone previously nominated but 
unsuccessful, can be renominated for 2017.
Aft er the December closing date, the UBA will form a sub-
committee to assess all of the nominations. Th e COY winner 
will be notifi ed, and an award ceremony will be held at the 
Village Festival on 18 February, 2018
Please complete and return the forms to the COY Coordinator, 
PO Box 86, Upper Beaconsfi eld.
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Cardi Creek Kids—Landcare Legends 
Cardi Creek Kids is a community 
group that aims to educate and engage 
kids in the environment and the 
outdoors. We run monthly activities 
that are fun and educational to engage 
the kids and to build and promote an 
ongoing connection with nature. Cardi 
Creek Kids is open to any child who 
wants to get their hands dirty and learn 
about the environment. Isabel sat down 
with a few of our “Cardi Kids” for a 
question and answer session.

What has been your favourite 

moment/activity at Cardi 

Creek Kids? 

Grace, age 10: Defi nitely 
water bugs! Seeing all the 
creatures and learning about 
how to judge the health of 
our water by which bugs we 
could fi nd. 
Indiana, age 8: Planting the 
trees, because we have been 
able to help the community 
and the environment in its 
wonderful nature. 
Lachlan, age 7: I liked 
planting trees because it’s fun 
using all the tools to put them 
in. 
Isis, age 11: Th e seed 
collecting because I got to 
learn about where the seed 
comes from, how to collect 
the seed and its life cycle. 
Izaak, age 9: Th e waterbugs. 
I loved looking at them 

through the magnifying glass and 
identifying all the bugs. Th e yabby was 
cool too. 

If you could have one super 

power what would it be and 

why? 

Grace: Magic hands that can make 
plants grow quickly and heal animals.
Indiana: I would choose super-speed. 
I could zoom in and out of trouble 
and get all our community work done 
quickly and helping lots of people.
Lachlan: Super-strength, teleportation 

and super-speed, because it will make 
me one of the fastest and most popular 
kids.
Isis: To fl y and to make other people fl y 
so there is less pollution.
Izaak: To stop people from cutting 
down trees.

What is a cool fact about your 

favourite Australian animal?

Grace: Koala. Th ey have a special 
intestine for devouring gum leaves that 
are poisonous for other animals.
Indiana: Wombat. Th ey have a really 

hard butt. If a predator tries 
to eat its behind it is protected 
by the hard butt plate. 
Lachlan: Echidnas have 
prickly spines and can roll 
into a spiky ball.
Isis: A juvenile spiny leaf 
insect because the females 
don’t need a male to have 
babies. If they don’t fi nd a 
male they will just lay female 
eggs!
Izaak: Koala bears aren’t 
really bears! Th ey are 
marsupials. 
Contact iebsworth26@gmail.
com or fi nd Cardi Creek Kids 
on Facebook to learn more. 

Isabel Ebsworth 
with many thanks 

to our CCK 
contributors. 

It’s spring—time to plant!
• Great quality, lots of choice
• Plant prices start at $2
• Tubes, pots, and advanced stock
• We grow thousands of plants each year
• We supply local residents, community groups, 

schools, kindergartens, landscapers, councils
• New volunteers welcome to join our 

friendly group

1 Halford Street Beaconsfi eld Upper
Open Fridays 9am – 4pm
Enquiries: 0407 304 061
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Amazing transformations
Upper Beaconsfi eld Early Learning Centre 

Th e educators in the Upper Beaconsfi eld Early Learning 
Centre have been lucky to attend a professional development 
session on program planning. Th is involved learning how to 
set up new play experiences for children. As a result of this 
professional development session, educators have found new 
inspiration and ideas and have given the ELC a complete 
makeover.

It has been 
wonderful to 
see that the 
educators are 
really motivated 
and inspired 
to create great 
play spaces for 
the children. 
Th e educators 
have such a 
strong bond and 
connectedness 
with each 
other and the 
children, and 
their ideas have 
been fl owing. It 
seems there are 

no limitations and the sky is the limit! Make sure you pop in 
and see the wonderful transformation.
Th e children and families have been the real winners. Th e 
children love being part of the relaxing atmosphere, with 
really positive feedback about everything we are doing, and 
have even shared their ideas! 
Remember to follow us on Facebook at Upper Beaconsfi eld 
ELC page (separate to the Community Centre page). Th ere 
you will see the children have set up a vet’s surgery, where 
they are tending to all the sick animals. Outdoors they 
experienced more natural play experiences, which we have 
embedded into children’s play with gum tree branches, and 
a billy to make tea. Th e educators embraced the week to 

celebrate National 
Aboriginal and 
Islanders Day 
(NAIDOC) and learn 
more about our land. 
Th e children have 
also learnt about 
healthy eating and 
how to safely cut up 
the vegetables for 
vegetable soup. 
If you live in Upper 
Beaconsfi eld, 
Pakenham, Emerald, 
Berwick, Offi  cer or 
any other suburb, 
don’t be shy, come 
and introduce yourself. We would love to meet you and your 
family!

What you need to know to be involved

Th e Early Learning Centre (5944 3484 ) is open from 7.30 
am–5.30 pm and off ers exceptional services, for up to 26 
children per day. We are a small, community run centre 
that has a strong focus on children’s health and wellbeing. 
Whether you require care because you are working, need 
a break, or for your child to grow and develop with other 
children their age, then Upper Beaconsfi eld Community 
Centre is the place to come. Places are limited so get in touch 
soon to avoid disappointment. Visits welcome.
Families are also eligible for at least a 50% discount with 
their Child Care Rebate (CCR) and further reductions 
with Child Care Benefi t (CCB), when meeting Centrelink 
eligibility criteria. We also off er a discount if you are 
studying a course here with us, please enquire at the offi  ce.
We off er half days, so drop your child in enjoy the break and 
pick them up just before school pick-ups!
Sessions: AM session: 7.30 am–12.30 pm, PM session: 
12.30 pm–5.30 pm, All day: 7.30 am–5.30 pm

Natasha Jones

Cultivating curious kids
“Curiosity is a delicate little plant which, 
aside from stimulation, stands mainly in 
need of freedom.” 

Albert Einstein
Upper Beaconsfi eld Kindergartens 
are helping to raise our children 
to be curious young people with a 
love of learning. Th e programs are 
constantly changing in response to 
the children’s interests. Varying from 
space in pre-kinder, the human body 
and indigenous cooking for the four 

year olds, or exploring marble painting 
and clay work. And the best part is that 
they can explore in their own way. It’s 
a wonderful feeling to see your child 
inspired in this way. To have them 
come home with questions like “Do 
you know where clay comes from?” 
“Do you know how big a whale rib is?”
Four year old kinder are now beginning 
their orientation programs for school 
next year. Th ey have joined the BUPS 
students to watch a puppet show, 

participate in PMP (gym 
class) and have enjoyed 
having school students 
join them at kinder and 
read with them. Th e 
children are taking it all in their stride 
and are surprising everybody with 
their engagement in the activities and 
ability to follow instructions. We can be 
very proud of the youngest members 
of our community and thankful for the 
wonderful teaching staff  helping them 
to thrive.

Leah Tomek
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Businesses, Trades and Services—Advertise locally!
Let the locals know what you do and the services you offer. From as little as $20 per issue.

Upper Beaconsfi eld VILLAGE BELL   Delivered to 1300 residences quarterly.

For further information contact advertising.villagebell@gmail.com

A hive of activity at school
Our children are not only privileged to receive a high quality 
curriculum delivered by passionate teachers, they also get 
many extra curricula activities that support them as life-long 
learners.
Most recently the whole school has been rehearsing for 
our musical production of Alice the Musical. Th is is a big 
commitment from the children, teachers and parents. It’s 
wonderful to see how the kids have developed in confi dence 
and how much they are enjoying their singing and dancing 
routines. We have had the pleasure of observing the parents 
(and grandparents) band together to create some very 
exciting costumes. Th is is the fi rst year that we will use the 
Stadium to hold the production and we are very proud of 
this excellent facility and are working towards purchasing 
more production equipment that will not only support this 
musical production but further curriculum endeavours in 
the future.
In the sport arena this term, we have completed our 
school athletics day with many of our children now 
going forward into the district events. Our grade 3–6 

students have all participated in the 
“hooptime” competition which sees 
our children playing basketball against 
other schools. We have a grade 3/4 and a grade 5/6 team 
progressing through to the next event.

Our Human Powered Vehicle teams headed to Bendigo in 
mid-August to compete, and we wished them all the best. 
Th e teaching staff  members have been working hard to 
prepare a self evaluation for our strategic plan review. In 
schools, these reviews occur at the end of the strategic plan 
period. Th ey are conducted by external reviewers who 
examine the school’s data and progress toward the strategic 
plan goals. Th e process takes two days and we have already 
completed the fi rst of these. It’s very comforting to hear that 
our school is doing very well. Th e reviewer’s impression 
of the environment was positive with comments about the 
engaging environment, the safe and secure feel and most 
importantly the engagement of the children.

Vicki Miles, Principal BUPS
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Let’s wake up—before the alarm!
In February 1983 we were in the middle of a summer dry 
spell. Everything was noticeably more parched though, as 
it was a drought year. If you lit up and let go of a scrunched 
up a sheet of newspaper, any vegetation it landed on would 
catch fi re. Otherwise the paper would burn itself out on 
some bare soil that had long turned to dust. 
On 16 February at Belgrave South, an arsonist started a 
bushfi re at 3.20 pm. 
At that time I was at school, and the north wind had fanned 
the temperatures up to the mid forties. We were still asked to 

go to school that day, as the forecast temperatures were a bit 
understated. 
As the northerly winds continued to crank up, the fi re 
rapidly became an overwhelming monster that no human 
eff ort was going to stop. Th e fi re had swept south through 
Narre Warren East to Boundary Road by about 5 pm. Th e 
hungry fi re then found its prime quarry—the fuel laden 
Cardinia Creek valley south of the Cardinia Reservoir—and 
intensifi ed into an inferno. 
Back at home by then, which was on Emerald Road just 

above the top entrance of Quamby 
Road, I watched in awe. A grimy 
black smoke plume, swelling at 
an ever increasing rate, engulfed 
the sky and the sun to the north 
west. Th e sun’s rays were reduced 
to a spooky dim orange colour. 
Fire maps showed that by then the 
fi restorm was burning along three 
metres per second. I jumped up a 
ladder onto the roof, for one fi nal 
clean of the gutters and from there 
I could see the blaze, up in the 
crowns racing towards Guys Hill.
Th e fi re then spotted towards 
Mount Misery. Th ere was an 
narrow acre or two of un-slashed 
paddock on a hill that caught fi re 
at the base. I watched a person 
in shorts and t-shirt enter the 
paddock at the top. In the next fi ve 
seconds, the progressing fl ames 
had burnt every last strand of 
the grass. Th e person turned and 
ran and escaped the fl ames by a 
fraction of a second. Medical staff  
had just been spared treating a 
burns victim. Further spot fi res, 
ignited further south at Offi  cer. 
To add to everyone’s woes, the 
reticulated water failed at about 

Developing a community based 
Emergency Management Plan 

Some members of the Harrietville community would like to share with us how they created a 
Community Emergency Management Plan. 

Upper Beaconsfi eld—devastated by fi re in 1983—should be doing as much as possible 
to prepare for this ever recurring risk.

Presentation date 4 October 2017

7.30 pm at the Community Complex

Upper Beaconsfi eld resident Cameron Rocke, who lived through the Ash Wednesday fi res, has 
put a few memories together of that fateful day and its aft ermath, just to remind us 

of a topic that deserves our attention each summer.

Harkaway 
fi re on Black 
Saturday

Ash Wednesday Fire 

Upper Beaconsfi eld
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5.30 pm. Our old rainwater tanks had fallen into a state of 
disrepair. We moved to our house in 1972 from the city, 
just aft er the 1969 fi res. Dad, who was in the CFA, had an 
awareness of bushfi re risk, but the rest of the family—with 
no prior experience of serious fi res—was a bit more casual. 
Dad had put sprinklers on the roof—useless without the 
water. Th at was the extent of our bushfi re plan. 
As day turned to night many fi re fi ghters were extinguishing 
the edge of the fi re line at Guys Hill with good reason. A 
south westerly wind change was predicted, which could 
re-start a whole new fi re front towards Upper Beaconsfi eld. 
Around 8.50 pm, despite the fi re fi ghters super human 
eff orts, the wind change whipped up that new front and it 
was burning towards us. Even before the fi re front really got 
going, the fl ames were leaping twice as high as the tall trees. 
Perhaps there was stray eucalyptus oil hanging in the air 
above, which was now burning, i.e. even the air was on fi re!
Between us and the fi re a couple of fi re trucks, visible by 
their fl ashing lights, had appeared and were venturing along 
a track in the heavy bush. Pointing frantically, a friend 

next to us yelled, ‘What the hell is the CFA doing in there?’ 
Immediately I chimed in ‘Th ey’ll be lucky to get out of there 
alive’—meaning they were in a lot of bother. We watched as 
the trucks climbed the hill steadily towards St Georges Road. 
Th e friend said ‘I think they’ll be OK now.’
In the amassing smoke and embers, a convoy of escaping 
cars crawled past our place, which my mother and us kids 
joined, down Emerald Road towards Guys Hill. By the time 
we got there the wind was steadily increasing in power. Fire 
fi ghters were running everywhere. We were stopped, while 
the way was cleared, then we were waved through and we 
made it down to the safety of Beaconsfi eld. 
By then the wind seemed cyclonic. My friend and I, both 
sporty teenagers, tried to walk against it on the main street—
in vain. Lift ed fragments of sand smashed against our faces, 
we turned our backs to it, to protect our eyes. Up in the 
hills to the north, our ‘sand’ would have been scorching 
embers. A St Georges Road resident spoke of waves of fl ames 
advancing with every wind gust. 
At about mid-night we returned to our property. At the base 
of our long driveway mum said, ‘kids, prepare yourselves.’ 
When the headlights fi nally swung to where the house 
should be, it was there. We had got off  scot free, phew. 
Th en this animated fi gure ran towards us. It was Dad. He 

had been fi ghting the fi re at Guys Hill, and post the main 
wind change, came up to check on the house. ‘Come on kids, 
come to the pool,’ he demanded. Dad had some buckets 
lined up. Th e bush around us had lost its foliage, but was 
stubbornly alight. I dipped the bucket towards the water and 
found fresh air. Deeper, deeper I went until the bucket fi lled 
i.e. Dad had, single handedly, emptied half a sizable pool, 
keeping the fi re from our house. Half the pool? Plausible—
no, in reality—yes. Th ankfully, for exercise, Dad did distance 
running. Bucket load, aft er bucket load we tossed on the ever 
glowing remains.
Vision was no problem. ‘Geysers’ of embers continuously 
blasted skywards, across the broad landscape, illuminating 
the plumes of smoke like a big red lantern. We surmised 
that the stationary blasts, lasting ten to fi ft een minutes or 
so, were houses being razed. Th e next morning, Dad vividly 
compared the sound of fi re hitting the houses or gas bottles 
on St Georges Road, to a hail of shells landing in a war zone. 
By about 3 am there was a brief patter of drizzle, and I put 
a jacket on. A family friend, who had been fi ghting the fi res 

with Dad emerged from the chaos at our house, 
where we gave him refreshments. One of his 
comments, delivered with an ironic grin was, 
‘what a night.’ He had a fi re fi ghter’s look of 
satisfaction on his face. Th e fi re had got away, 
but he had put in his all for the community and 
saved several houses—you could not ask for 
more. Th e visit was short. Th e goings on over 
the rest of the town, and where he lived had to 
be ascertained. Worry ate away at any positive 
attitude, you just had to wait and see. 
Our friend checked some evacuation sites fi rst, 
to fi nd family. Some members were missing. 
Eventually he went to his property to fi nd his 
home destroyed and his wife’s and daughter’s 
bodies. Th e heat had been so intense that the 
engine block of a car nearby had melted and 

run down the driveway. Th ere had not been that much bush 
right against their house. Th e community he fought the fi re 
for, would have to support him through this, and they did, 
but it would be a long haul.
Th e sun rose. Aft er a couple of hours’ sleep and breakfast, 
I checked the fi res near the house in a cruddy old pair of 
gum boots. Th e ground gave way and my boot fi lled with 
hot coals. With nothing left  on the surface, the unrelenting 
fi re was burning all the roots underground now. Not much 
you could do. With some bandaids on the burns I rode my 
bike up to explore the decimated village. A CFA friend I 
crossed, yelled at me, ‘what the hell are you doing just riding 
around?’ I was quickly allocated a task. An RSPCA inspector 
wanted to check St Georges Road, and needed a guide. 
Th e road had been closed for some reason, but we were let 
through. Th e church and most of the houses were gone. 
One exception was this old scruff y weatherboard house on 
stilts—how was it missed? Th ere were no walls left  standing 
on some previous brick houses, and the areas of smashed 
bricks on the ground, did not seem enough that you could 
re-construct the original walls again. 
A wooden pen holding a horse somehow survived. Th e 
inspector wanted to wait to get permission from the owner 
who wasn’t present, to put this scorched beast down. Why 

Photo from CFA album
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wait, I thought. We moved on, searching. On one property, 
amid nothing but desolation, this cloud of ash burst into 
the air. Th e inspector and I both jumped—‘Baah’. A sheep 
chained to a post merely 10 metres from where thick bush 
once stood, had been saved by its unshorn fl eece, full of 
scorch marks. It had tried to run though, and had burnt 
its hooves. How something could survive at all in that 
environment bewildered us. Th ey had a long and painful 
wait to be put out of their misery. Why were these animals 
left  there and confi ned? Maybe the owners were in a panic, 
amongst the chaos, or they were at work and could not get 
back. I couldn’t not have feelings for these animals, even 
though they were not my pets.
Apart from the melted road signs just about everywhere, 
the other strong memory I had aft er the fi res, was that if 
someone had dropped me with a blind fold on, into some 
sites around our locality, and removed it, I could walk 
around and not even know where I was. Th e devastated 
moonscape left  few clues. Nothing but silence, and the ever 
pungent smell of an ash tray. 
Th e mystery as to why St Georges Road had been closed 
eventually became apparent. When the news was announced 
my heart skipped a beat. Some fi re fi ghters from Narre 
Warren and Panton Hill had been killed in the bush below 
St Georges Road, just up from where we had seen the fi re 
trucks. My deeply regrettable comment, ‘they’ll be lucky to 
get out of there alive’ started ringing round and round in my 
head. I was guilty as charged, of using insincere language 
around the seriousness of bushfi res. Do so at your peril. 
A coronial inquest was announced and I chose to appear as a 
witness. By then I was a very shy 16 year old. It was seen as a 
possible character building experience.
Our fi rst job was to visit Critchley Parker Junior Reserve, 
and ascertain where the fi re trucks were when we could see 
their fl ashing lights. With all the vegetation burnt out, we 
could locate the range of tracks that were visible to us at 
our place. Th e time we saw them, just as wind change was 
fi ring up was well documented, besides I had had a watch on 
which I habitually looked at times when I was anxious. 
Th e big day of the inquest came. In the morning the Upper 
Beaconsfi eld CFA captain was grilled in the proceedings. Th e 
captain stated the operation he was involved in before the 
wind change—fi ghting the fi re line on a ridge between High 
Street and Barnes Drive. Th e CFA radios were jammed from 

over use, and the captain lost contact with the Narre Warren 
and Panton Hill trucks for a period of time. 
For the next couple of hours other witnesses—all engaged in 
the chaos of the fi re fi ghting eff ort gave evidence. With respect 
to the witnesses, their times and details didn’t match up.
I was the last witness on the matter, and I was well prepared. 
From a stand point of not having yet been in the chaos at 
the time, I was able to point out on an aerial map, with 
authority, where we had seen fi re trucks, and when. When I 
was directly asked why I was so sure of my times, the witness 
lawyer whispered, ‘come on—the kid’s already looked at his 
watch three times since he’s been in the stand.’
Why the trucks were where they were, is a matter of 
speculation. A wrong turn in the mayhem? It was also 
ascertained that one of these petrol powered trucks was 
having problems with fuel vaporisation, causing it to stall 
several times. By the end, they were probably trying to fl ee 
the fi re when they were overcome. Th e crews were only fi ft y 
metres from relative safety.
At the end of court proceedings for the day, Dad and I were 
walking back to our car when something happened that I 
wasn’t prepared for. Two black stretch LTDs pulled up to the 
kerb. Th eir electric windows slid down. A woman leaned 
out and her words were telling, ‘the widows would like to 
thank you for telling us what happened to our husbands.’ Th e 
cars were full of mostly youngish women, most with several 
young children at their feet. Th e palpable grief of each 
woman struck my eyes collectively. Th eir despondent stares 
removed all sensation from my body. Th ere seemed nothing 
resolved in them. Still in shock I murmured ‘no problem,’ 
and nodded. Finally a bit of warmth started to show on their 
faces. Th e moment ended, they drove off . 
In that minute alone some of my childhood innocence was 
cut short by several years—you can’t take life for granted. 
For a naïve teenager, the day evolved from giving evidence 
to help improve future fi re-fi ghting eff orts, to having given 
important information to the damaged loved ones.
My conversations naturally changed with the family friend 
who lost his wife and daughter. It was ridiculous to take 
an approach I could somehow understand what he was 
going through. Patience, and just simply listening to where 
he was at, when he chose to speak about things, or a bit 
of encouragement when needed, was a responsible way 
to converse with someone who has gone through severe 
trauma. Recently I met him at the chemist, and we had 
a meandering carefree conversation limited by nothing. 
Aft erwards I made an observation that the last time I had 
such a conversation with him like this was thirty years ago—
before the fi res. Th irty years.
Th e psyches of people who survived, but lost their house 
were also harmed. 
Several friends of my age who lost their houses chose to 
then take up smoking, and in particular drinking. Was 
the resulting oblivion a temporary way to wash away bad 
memories, more than just a general desire to get drunk. 
For someone who the fi res missed, the eff ects were still far 
reaching. Th e amount of tragedy we all may be exposed 
to in a big fi re can be diminished, if we all take the fi re 
preparedness message more seriously.

Th e Age, 18 Feb 1983

continued overleaf
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Making a positive step 
towards fi re safety
Th is article is timed to be published in September, not on the 
cusp of summer, because spring is the time to act in terms 
of refi ning your fi re plan. If, annually, every household made 
even just one more modest step to improve their property’s 
fi re risk, then over the historical ten, twenty or thirty years 
between documented major fi res in this area, a lot would be 
achieved. 
Cleaning up fuel loads, sticks, leaves, branches, gutters; 
slashing grass or pruning run-away fl ammable plants; 
improving doors, windows, roofs against ember attack; 
fi tting out your property with non-electric pumps and 
quality hose; and fi tting out your wardrobe with woollen 
clothes and blankets—remember that sheep mentioned 
earlier. Go over your fi re plan against ‘what ifs’ you haven’t 
previously thought of. Ash Wednesday showed that the 
more far-fetched the scenario, the more likely it will 
happen.
Also treat all information you receive from the CFA with 
the greatest of respect. Keep the material in an accessible fi le, 
rather than throwing it in the circular one. Scores of useful 
ideas, beyond the obvious ones can be accessed from these 
booklets and pamphlets.

Vehicles provide no protection against 

radiant heat of bushfi res

If your plan is to leave early, the earlier you leave, the less 
likely you will be caught out on smoke choked roads and 
the accompanying 
peril of car crashes, 
or having aff ected 
trees falling across 
roads—both causing 
bottlenecks or 
roadblocks. If a traffi  c 
halt occurs in an area 
of thick bush, there 
may be no escape 
when the fl ames 
arrive. Remember, 
those fi re trucks were only 50 metres from relative safety.

Black Saturday—a close one

In 2009 on Black Saturday, the Bunyip fi re was to my east. 
Also on that aft ernoon in Harkaway, a plume of smoke 
on the horizon (below) was seen by fi re ready Upper 
Beaconsfi eld residents. If the fi re (marked in black on the 
map on page 11) had made it into the Cardinia Creek 
valley and got out of control, the incident controllers 
feared another fi re of Ash Wednesday proportions in 
Upper Beaconsfi eld. Th e CFA with every truck and aircraft  
available (including an appliance from Upper Beaconsfi eld) 
extinguished and blacked-out the blaze. It was a big fi re-
fi ghting win on that day, and as a community we should 
appreciate that eff ort and result more. Th e full implications 
of what that threat posed should not be brushed aside either.

Cameron RockeCODE RED - What does this mean:

• A code red day means these are the worst conditions for a 

• Homes are not designed or constructed to withstand  

What should I do?

early in the day is your safest option – do not wait and see
• Avoid forested areas, thick bush or long dry grass
• Know your trigger – make a decision:
• When you will leave?
• Where you will go?
• How you will get there?
• When you will return?
• What you will do if you cannot leave?

Further information
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Support your Community Centre
Are you a regular user of the Community Centre? Do you 
participate in any of our classes or groups? If so, we would 
love to know what it is that you like about the Community 
Centre! If you do not currently participate at the Community 
Centre, we would also love to hear from you—let us know 
what you would like to see the Community Centre off er for 
you or a group of people you know. Are we off ering activities 
that interest you? If not, what would interest you? When 
would you like to see it off ered—daytimes, evenings, or 
weekends? Or would you prefer to use one of our rooms for 
an activity or meetings organised by your own group? 
Th e Community Centre is presently open from 8.30 am until 
4.30 pm, Monday to Friday, with our Early Learning Centre 
and some classes operating outside of those hours. We may 
not be able to maintain those opening hours long term 
unless our community supports the Community Centre and 
uses the services that it has to off er. If you aren’t sure of what 
is on off er, please check out our new website www.ubcc.org.
au, telephone us on 5944 3484 to obtain a copy of our term 3 
program, or drop in for a visit during the day. We would love 
to see or to hear from you!

Join a course

Our term program is now in full swing but you can join 
many of our courses and workshops at any time throughout 
the term • Circuit Training • Strength Training • Adult Social 
Dancing • Yoga • Social Walking Group • Craft  Groups … 
and more!   
We’re hosting a free workshop run by the ATO on Recording 
Keeping for small business on 25 October.
We’re still taking enrolments for Soap making for Business 
& Pleasure, Confi dence Drama for Kids with Lisa and 
Beginners Meditation with Sharon. We will have a number 
of great computer classes starting in term 4.
If you would like a copy of our term program by mail/email 
just call us on 5944 3484 or send an email to bookings@ubcc.
org.au with your details and we’ll be sure to get one to you!

Accredited courses

We are thrilled to off er a number of accredited training 
courses with our partner Monash Training and Professional 
Development. We’re currently taking enrolments for Cert 
IV of Leadership & Management (starts 25 September) 
and Expressions of Interest in Diploma of Leadership & 
Management; Cert IV Bookkeeping & Cert IV Accounting 
and Diploma of Accounting. Starting from as little $40, these 
courses represent exceptional value so contact Cathy today 
on 5944 3484 or cathy@ubcc.org.au for more information.
Get ready for the fi re season by enrolling in our new one 
day accredited workshop on Fire Extinguisher Training 
and Warden Training—a must for all businesses. Cardinia 
Council off er a 50% discount under the Volunteer Subsidy 
program.

Thanks!

Our sincere thanks goes out to the team at Green Circle 
Plant Nursery for the generous contribution to the 

Community Centre in the installation of 
the new laptops in the computer room. 
Your kind assistance toward this project 
was very much appreciated. 

Grants

We are looking for a volunteer to assist with Grant 
applications on behalf of the Community Centre. For more 
information contact Darlene on 5944 3484

Program distribution

We’re looking for local community groups interested in 
fundraising or volunteers to assist in delivering our Centre 
program each term. We have a range of designated areas for 
delivery, so you can select whatever suits you. Find out more 
by calling 5944 3484.

Tutors wanted

Do you have a talent or experience that you can share with 
others? We’d love to hear from you! Call Darlene on 5944 
3484 and come in for a chat.

Darlene Stillwell
Program Coordinator 

Brad Battin MP

My offi  ce is on the move – aft er nearly seven years in 
Berwick, I am relocating to Offi  cer. 
Th e boundaries of the Gembrook electorate have been 
redefi ned to take in more of Pakenham and Offi  cer, 
refl ecting the population growth we are experiencing in the 
south-east. To best serve my constituents I am moving to a 
central location, easily accessible to everyone.
Soon my electorate offi  ce will be located at 13/439 Princes 
Highway, Offi  cer—the new offi  ce complex on the highway, 
between Tivendale and Starling Roads. Postal address: PO 
Box 601, Offi  cer 3809 
For the time being my offi  ce phone number remains the 
same, 9796 1987. As I write this, my staff  and I are working 
from a temporary base while we wait for all essential 
services to be connected to the new building, and we hope 
that this will be rectifi ed very soon. 
I can also be contacted through all the usual channels - 
my website, www.bradbattin.com.au , via brad.battin@
parliament.vic.gov.au, by phone or facebook. 
I have been in contact with many constituents lately about 
the rising cost of living—some winter electricity bills are 
particularly high. I have also heard concerns about crime 
rates across Casey and Cardinia, and I have worked with 
parents who were outraged with diffi  culties of Cardinia 
Shire Council’s recent kindergarten tender. If you share any 
of these concerns, or have any issues that you would like to 
raise with me, please get in touch. 
I hope that you will drop in and say hello to us at the new 
offi  ce. I look forward to welcoming familiar faces and 
hopefully getting to know some new ones. 
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Ranges Ward news
Elephant Rock update

Council continues to work with the passionate group of 
Upper Beaconsfi eld residents who want to beautify the 
Elephant Rock Lookout. VicRoads and Melbourne Water 
are the responsible land owners; however, council has a key 
advocacy role in this project. Currently, commitments have 
been obtained from Melbourne Water to:
• Complete reasonable remediation of the green areas on 

the site
• Create a new amenity area with a picnic table and seats
• Install bollards to defi ne the car park area
• Once works are complete, ensure there is programmed 

maintenance of the green space to maintain amenity 
• Council will provide support and maintain the picnic 

table and seats.
Council and Melbourne Water will continue to meet with 
VicRoads to discuss their portion of the site, and hope to 
obtain a commitment to remediate the car park area. While 
the responsible authorities have not committed to any fi rm 
dates for the completion of works, the discussions have been 
positive and council will continue to work with them to push 
for a timely upgrade of this iconic site.

New bridge

Upper Beaconsfi eld has a new bridge thanks to a joint 
project between Cardinia and Yarra Ranges councils. Th e old 
Manestar Road timber bridge was demolished to make way 
for a new reinforced concrete bridge that includes barriers, 
guard rails, signage and line marking. Th e bridge upgrade 
was necessary to ensure safety. Th e bridge is an important 
connection between both 
municipalities. Th e total cost 
of the project was $415,000, 
with half of the cost being 
met by Yarra Ranges 
Council.

Waste management

Th e consultation of council’s 
draft  waste and resource 
recovery strategy is now 
closed. Council is currently 
reviewing submissions. 
Final adoption by Council 
is scheduled by the end of 
the year. In the meantime, 
council will be proceeding 
with the free green waste 
drop off  options for residents 
in November. Further details 
will be available soon.

Illegally dumped rubbish continues to be a challenge across 
our shire. In early June, council started trialling a contracted 
service to remove this dumped rubbish. It is expected that 
faster collection times will be achieved. Council’s Operations 
Team continues to be responsible for collections requiring 
specialist equipment. For dumped rubbish on council owned 
land, please contact council’s customer service on 1300 787 
624 or mail@cardinia.vic.gov.au. For Vic Roads areas, please 
report incidents by phone on 13 11 70, or online www.
vicroads.vic.gov.au/traffi  c-and-road-use/report-a-road-issue.

Walk to school month

Primary school students and their families are encouraged 
to leave the car behind and walk, ride, scoot and skate to and 
from school as part of Walk to School Month in October.
Th ere are great incentives to get active during October 
as part of the annual VicHealth Walk to School program. 
Participating families can go into the draw to win prizes 
from Life of Bikes either by collecting a raffl  e ticket at school 
or by sending in a family selfi e to mail@cardinia.vic.gov.au, 
along with their name, contact details and location of where 
the picture was taken. Photos may be shared on Council’s 
Facebook page. 
For those who live too far to walk the entire distance, there 
are 19 Stop & Drop Zones in Cardinia Shire. Th ese are 
designated areas, up to a kilometre away from the school 
entrance, where parents can drop off  and pick up their 
children, allowing the children to walk, ride, scoot or skate 
the rest of the way. Th ese zones help to increase children’s 
activity levels, ease traffi  c congestion around schools and 
parents can still accompany their children if they wish. For 
further information, please contact council’s Kate Beveridge, 
Healthy Children’s Facilitator 1300 787 624. 

Cr Leticia Wilmot  E: l.wilmot@cardinia.vic.gov.au   M: 0427 135 879   F: facebook.com/LeticiaWilmot.Ranges
Cr Brett Owen E: b.owen@cardinia.vic.gov.au   M: 0418 993 379   F: facebook.com/Brett Owen – Ranges
Cr Jeff  Springfi eld   E: j.springfi eld@cardinia.vic.gov.au   M: 0427 383 810   F: facebook.com/CrJeff Springfi eld

photograph: twitter.com/Lift riteCranes



Th e Village Bell September 2017 17

The Men’s Shed
holidays and 
farewells
Winter sees many of the members travelling north or overseas. 
Hence attendances are down and activities curtailed. However, 
the faithful continue to attend and the Wednesday meetings are 
thriving. 
We sadly farewelled two of our members recently—Barry Gates 
and Mick Fraser.

Barry Gates 
Barry was a long time resident of Upper Beaconsfi eld and 
foundation member of the Men’s Shed. He was well known 
as a family man, a fountain of wisdom and knowledge about 
practical and philosophical matters, a good communicator, 
motorcycle enthusiast and miracle worker with engines and 
machinery. Barry was ever ready to assist locals to maintain their 
mowers and chainsaws in operating order. He was generous in 
sharing his expertise and conducted sessions for the members 
of the Shed on small engines. Barry was always accompanied 
by Jasmine, his faithful canine companion, on his walks to the 
shops and to the Shed. Barry will be remembered as a good man, 
knowledgeable, skilled, curious, patient and humble. He will be 
greatly missed by Elaine and his family, the local community, 
and indeed, by the Men’s Shed. 

Mick Fraser
Mick was a resident of Salisbury House for two and a half years, 
where he moved from Queensland to be near family aft er a 
tragic accident. Mick was a builder, and one day when waiting 
for a ferry to take him home to Redland Island, near Brisbane, 
an out of control vehicle struck him causing major injuries. He 
was wheelchair bound and severely limited in his activities. 
However, he joined the Shed and attended several times with his 
carer, Cath. Mick’s daughter Suzanne Brown related to me that 
Mick was a wonderful family man, very intelligent and creative. 
In later years he developed the skills of painting, making 
wooden puzzles and building model ships in bottles. Suzanne 
will bring some of Mick’s creations to Salisbury House and the 
Shed. We were very sad to hear of Mick’s passing.
Men’s Shed members ran a session on sharpening all manner 
of items—kitchen and gardening tools, carpentry tools and 
chainsaws. We may be able to assist residents with furniture 
repairs or metal fabrication tasks. 
Fundraising activities continue at the General Store (wood 
raffl  es), Coles supermarket in Berwick, Bunnings Pakenham and 
the Farmers’ Market at the Old Cheese Factory in Berwick.
Our regular meetings are on Wednesday mornings from 10 to 
noon, with a lunch on the last Wednesday of the month. Th e 
Shed is usually open on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Th ursdays 
or at least a member can be contacted to open the Shed on 
those days. For further information, phone Eric Bumpstead on 
5944 3298, Noel Ling on 0414 443 735, or the Shed Manager, 
Paul Higgott on 0408 732 507 (away till October).

Matt McDonald

Calling young people for a Youth Council

Council is seeking young people to be part of the fi rst 
Cardinia Shire Council Youth Council. If you are aged 
between 15–21 years, interested in what’s happening 
in your community and want to have a voice on issues 
that impact on young people, then take a seat at the fi rst 
Cardinia Shire Youth Council launching in January 2018. 
Young people in the Youth Council will:
• Have the opportunity to vote for a youth mayor and 

deputy mayor
• Attend monthly youth council meetings to discuss and 

debate local issues that impact on young people
• Attend monthly leadership workshops with high-

profi le guest speakers
• Meet with a councillor mentor for the 12 months that 

they are a youth councillor
• Make changes in your community
For more information or to apply, visit council’s website 
at www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/youthcouncil

Brett Owen

Cardinia Creek bridge
Manestar Road was excised from Franjo Manestar’s 
property in July 1948, but the road was not built until at 
least 1950. Th e Manestars, who migrated from Croatia, 
complained to Council for many years that they did not 
have an outlet to take potatoes and fi rewood to market 
without going through private land. Th ey would have 
had to travel through Glismann’s property to Foott 
Road, and if the Cardinia Creek was impassable near 
Chadwick Road, go out through Upper Beaconsfi eld.
A later resident, Les White, a dairy farmer, advised 
Council in 1949 that he had erected his own temporary 
bridge over Cardinia Creek near where the present 
bridge is. Council had considered assisting White by 
paying for decking, but only if they could do so without 
incurring legal liability. In the end Council demanded 
White to place locked gates on either side of the bridge.
Th e Beaconsfi eld Upper Progress Association in 1953 
once again advocated for a bridge over the creek on 
Manestar Road, giving access to Narre Warren East, 
Belgrave and other nearby centres, as it would greatly 
reduce travel distance.
In 1954 Council received two requests to re-build the 
bridge to Chadwick Road, which burnt out many years 
previously (c1926). Th is time the advocates were the 
Progress Association as well as Beaconshills Country 
Golf Club. 
From the Pakenham Gazette we learn that building 
work on the bridges over Muddy Creek and Cardinia 
Creek was going on during 1959, most likely fi nished in 
early 1960.
If you thought it was an inconvenience for you while 
the road was closed for a short time recently, spare a 
thought for the residents of the old days ....

Marianne Rocke

continued from page 16
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An interview with Brett Hillier
Th is issue’s interview is with Upper 
Beaconsfi eld’s new tennis coach Brett 
Hillier. Brett is 29 years old and is a 
long time resident of our town who 
has had some interesting adventures 
overseas.
*Did you always live in Upper Beac when 
you were growing up?
I was born at Berwick hospital and 
my family lived in Split Rock Road in 
Upper Beac. We then moved to a farm 
in Pakenham and when I was 10 came 
back to Upper Beac. 
*What did you like or not like about 
growing up in Upper Beac?
I liked the trees and the fresh air, the 
kind people, and that the houses were 
not in each other’s backyards.
*How old were you when you started 
playing tennis?
I started playing tennis at Upper 
Beaconsfi eld Tennis Club when I was 8 
years old. 
*Did you go to kinder and primary school 
in Upper Beac? Where did you go to 
secondary school?
I went to Pre-school, Kinder and 
Primary school in Upper Beac. I moved 
to Beaconhills in year 6, I attended high 

school at Beaconhills and also for a 
time at Box Hill Senior Secondary 
College, because they had a 
full-time tennis program. Aft er 
fi nishing year 12 at Beaconhills 
College it was time for me to see 
the world, test myself on the pro 
tour and strap myself in for an 
adventure of a life time. 
*I know you have travelled and lived 
overseas. Can you tell us about that?
I started travelling when I was 16. 
All of the trips were based around 
my tennis. Aft er year 12 I travelled 
for almost a full year trying to make it 
on the professional tour. I had a junior 
ranking of around 1400. I then moved 
to Barcelona and started being coached 
at the academy Sanchez-Casal. Th at is 
the academy of Emilio Sanchez. 
*Could you please expand on your tennis 
playing overseas and also your coaching in 
Barcelona?
Spain has the hardest competitions in 
the world. Naively, I believed if I could 
make it there on the clay, I could make 
it anywhere. When the plane touched 
down in Barcelona, I had nothing 
planned other than two nights booked 
at a hostel in the middle of town. I 

found a tennis club on a map, 
took a train there and spoke 
to the head coach. From there 
everything seemed to fall into 
place. Th e head coach gave me an 
address for another club where 
an academy trained from.
Th e next day I arrived at the new 
club and started intense training 
with a small group. I trained each 
day, like I had never done before. 
I was working hard, learnt a lot 
and played tournaments all over 
Spain. About one month into my 
training I found out that the head 
coach there, Monolo Orantes, 
won the US Open in 1975. I was 
training with tennis royalty. How 
cool! A search on the internet 
later confi rmed his championship 
victory.
From Spain I travelled to 
Argentina to contest with some 
more clay court players in 
Buenos Aires. I immediately fell 

in love with the place, the culture, and 
the people. To this day I still feel like 
it’s my home away from home. I was 
fortunate enough to train at another 
great academy there, play lots of 
professional tournaments and have a 
South American fl ing. Life was going 
great for 19-year-old Brett.
Towards the end of the year I came 
back to Australia. I signed up for 
the Australian circuit and went on 
travelling. By the end of the year I was 
tired and a little worn out. I decided to 
take two weeks off  playing. I’m still on 
that two week break.
Th e following year my coaching 
adventure started back in Barcelona. 
A friend of mine, Miguel (a Spaniard 
who had trained me in Australia when 
I was 17), found me a job, my fi rst 
ever coaching job, at the academy 
Sanchez-Casal. Th is place was a major 
step up from any place in Australia. A 
private academy that boasts 28 courts, 
swimming pool, restaurant, gym and 
a residence for the long term academy 
players. Wowee, I was in tennis heaven. 
I stayed there for 2 years and honed my 
craft . 
Now, I speak Spanish and have lifelong 
friends all over the world. Starting 
tennis with Lois Plowman at Upper 
Beaconsfi eld Tennis Club at the age of 8 
placed me on this path. How lucky I am 
and how amazing sport can be when 
you give it a real crack.
*Where do you do your tennis coaching now?
I’ve come full circle since my fi rst 
tennis lesson when I was 8 years old 
and I’m now the head coach at UBTC. 
Funny how it all works. I love running 
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News from the Cricket Club
President Nick Pastras has vowed to create a more united 
and stronger Maroons under his leadership. “We need to 
bring all elements of the club together so that there is unity 
of purpose,” he pledged. “I aim to gather all the juniors 
and seniors and have them all combine to ensure we all 
work together to make Upper Beac more successful.” Th e 
new committee includes Nat Trembath, Jo Pastras, Jack 
Sharlassian, Dave Westra, Nick Meyers and welcomes back 
Matt Curtain as Junior Coordinator. Rob Hansen, Will 
Haines and Anne Marie Binns continue too.
Plenty of ideas to streamline operations are afoot. Online 
registrations and payment of membership fees through 
MYCricket will commence soon.
Former top Maroon all rounder Chris Pentland has been 
appointed Club bowling coach. Chris has played 61 matches 
and taken 82 wickets in fi ve seasons while making 1180 runs 
to stamp himself as one of UBCC’s best all rounders. A PE 
teacher and astute coach, Chris will be available to refi ne the 
technique of all our bowlers. “Hopefully we 
will be able to improve what is already one 
of the best bowling cohorts in the WGCA,” 
he added. Th e Maroons look forward to 
great results.
Did you know?
• Kyle Gibbs is currently playing cricket in 

the UK and enjoying success in the local 
league in which he is competing. 

• Th e Little Ashes Shield will be up for 
grabs when the Maroons take on Beacy 
on 23 September. 

• UBCC has received a Grant of $2 000 as 
part of the Growing Cricket For Girls 
Fund.

• Our facilities could receive an upgrade 
through the Shire if we can successfully 

lobby to create better change arrangements.
• Th e WGCA is currently discussing junior 

formats and changes to make the game 
more exciting. Cricket Australia is leading the reforms.

A century and a quarter ago!

On 20 September 1893 Upper Beaconsfi eld Cricket Club 
was established. 19 people gathered to create our club and 
soon up to 30 members enrolled. Th e fi rst competitive match 
against another town was a trip to Macclesfi eld some 25 kms 
away. Members had to pull sword-grass out of what was to 
become our home ground before play could start while the 
fi rst ever social match was held in Shorthouse’s Paddock at 
the end of Burton Road. Our club has endured over time. 
It has experienced highs and lows but it is still a major 
part of our community. UBCC Maroons will have cause to 
enthusiastically celebrate those 125 years. Th e whole club 
will no doubt look forward to events with high anticipation.

my coaching business from UBTC and 
look forward to what the future brings. 
*You have done some amazing (and 
courageous) fundraising by running across 
Australia in December last year. How did 
that come about and what were you raising 
funds for?
I did try and run from Melbourne 
to Perth. I made an amateur mistake 
in making the attempt in the middle 
of summer. Summer made for some 
interesting challenges and I wouldn’t 
change it for the world. I was running to 
raise money and awareness for an anti-
bullying campaign. I understand how 
strong bullying is at schools and in our 
society in general. Raising awareness 
and hopefully creating a discussion 
within families and at schools was the 
ultimate goal. Th e run was very much 

a personal challenge and one that I 
hope to attempt again, one day. I don’t 
like having unfi nished business and 
as I only made it 1400 km, I need to 
complete it one day. I’m thinking in the 
middle of winter this time!
*How long had you been planning your 
run and what support team did you have in 
place?
Th e run had a very quick and 
unceremonious conception. One day, 
while driving, the idea came into my 
mind. By the following week (mid Feb 
2016) I decided I would do it. I hadn’t 
done any run training before that point 
and wasn’t in the best shape of my life. 
It really was 10 months of training and 
planning. Not really long enough for a 
challenge so big, however, when you set 
your mind to something like this, it is 

all or nothing. I gave it everything last 
year and proud of the time I was able to 
put in.
*Do you have any other passions?
I am passionate about a lot of things. 
Learning and growth are at the 
core of everything I do. Whether 
that is language development, skill 
acquisition, understanding business 
more and connecting with people. I 
also love immersing myself in cultures 
and travel. My favourite thing to do 
is hang out with my dog Barkley and 
fi ancée Emma. It’s the simple things 
that I love most. Coff ee while the sun 
comes up, spending time at the park 
and feeling free.

Julie Born
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“Mudbash” a great success
Scouts have been out in the community selling monster 
raffl  e tickets, both at the general store and door knocking 
neighbours. Th ank you to those who have supported them 
in our ongoing eff orts to get heating in the Igloo. 
Our group continues to grow with over 70 members, thanks 
to the active and engaging programs run by our incredible 
volunteer leaders. Th ey take great pride in encouraging 
our young members to reach their full potential. Anyone 
interested in joining us can drop in to the Igloo (times 
below), meet the leaders and stay 
and see what the group does. 
Warning: it is addictive!

Cubs

With a boost in enthusiastic 
new members, we have seen 
experienced and inexperienced 
cubs working together. During 
the term we had the opportunity 
to meet Oscar the snake, 
experimented building objects 
with sticks and joined the district 
at an abseiling day. Whilst the 
abseiling day was very cold, 
everyone showed real strength 
as they tackled the height and all 
the other activities on the day. To 
fi nish off  the term we ventured 
into the pool to test the cubs for 
their badges, with a great result, 
and wound up with a sleep over in 
the Igloo. Th is was a blast as some 
of the new cubs have never spent 
a night away with the group and 
the senior cubs did a fantastic job 
looking aft er the new chums.

Scouts

Term 2 started off  with a water safety swimming night at 
Casey Arc and several scouts participated in the Bunnings’ 
BBQ fundraiser on Mother’s Day at Pakenham. Early in 
the term the scouts were out and about doing community 
heritage, learning more about the local history of our 
town. Our patrol leaders led a night covering citizenship, 
values and leadership. We had a fun night out at ten-pin 
bowling and enjoyed building an elevated walkway during a 
construction night. Several of our older scouts 
attended an action packed weekend away at 
a fi rst aid patrol camp in June and there was 
also a weekend hike and a leadership camp. 
We covered fi re safety and survival and paid 
a visit to the local CFA fi re station. Four of 
our scouts recently had some thrills and spills 
participating in a 4-hour mountain bike race at 
Offi  cer in challenging weather conditions. But 

it wouldn’t be scouts without some mud! Th e 
last night of term was a (very amusing) night 
out roller-skating. We began term 3 with a visit 
to the Mt Burnett Observatory where the scouts learned 
about astronomy and did some stargazing through some 
very large telescopes, which showed Saturn very clearly. Th ey 
will compete against other scout groups in the upcoming 
master cooking challenge, visit Pakenham SES and compete 
in patrols in the Fantastic Race (think Amazing Race) to see 
out this term.

Venturers

Venturers have welcomed several 
new members over the past few 
weeks and are now gearing up 
for a great term 3. Th is year we 
are competing in the Armstrong 
500 competition hike, held out 
in the Bunyip State Forest every 
year with lots of other challenging 
activities (kind of like Ninja 
Warriors but for bush craft ). Th e 
unit is also busy planning a two 
week camping trip to Fraser Island 
next year.

Rovers

It’s been a busy few months for 
Split Rock Rovers. Before the 
last issue we were just about to 
head up to Mafeking Rover Park 
to compete at ‘Mudbash’ for the 
very fi rst time. We had a fantastic 
time and our race car lasted 
one whole race before breaking 

down! Although not a perfect 
start, it really brought our crew together as we worked to 
fi x it and have it back racing for the next day. We fi nished 
15th overall, which was great for our fi rst time ever. We 
invested 3 members recently and welcome Scott, Callum 
and Stacey as full members of our crew. Looking forward, 
we are heading to ‘Winter Challenge’ in a few weeks to build 
on the momentum we have from ‘Mudbash’. We also have 
a member who is travelling over to Iceland for the World 
Rover Moot where other Rovers from every corner of the 
globe will join him. 

Meeting times see next page ••

Rovers competing at Mudbash in the car they rebuilt

Scouts mountain biking at a 4 hour endurance race
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Celebrating awards and birthdays 

Wow, what a busy few months the Upper Beaconsfi eld Pony 
Club has had, and we’re looking forward to even busier ones 
to come.
We held our Presentation Night and AGM at the Pine 
Grove in June, where many awards were presented and a 
lot of laughs shared. A great night was had by all. With the 
beginning of a new Pony Club season, we sadly said goodbye 
to some members and welcomed some new faces to our club.
A happy birthday to all our horses celebrating the offi  cial 
horses birthday on 1 August. I hope all our members 
remembered to give their horse or pony an extra big pat, and 
a carrot or two into their feed buckets.

We held our fi rst Show Jumping Training 
day on Saturday, 5 August. Th e weather was 
cold, but we were lucky the rain held off . It 
was a great day with many of our riders benefi tting from 
the experience in familiar surroundings. We had many 
riders coming from all over to enjoy the day. It was a good 
opportunity to bring your young and inexperienced horse to 
their fi rst outing as well as riders and their mounts jumping 
great heights in preparation for the competition season. A 
big thank you goes to our members and their parents for all 
their help and to all who came and supported us on the day.
For all those competing, I wish you a safe and fun upcoming 
competition season!

Sarah Laukart 

A serve from the 
Tennis Club 
Big coaching change for UBTC

Brett Hillier is now the new coach at the 
tennis club. Rob Scott has retired from 
coaching to pursue other interests. I’m 
sure everyone in the tennis community 
would like to thank Rob for all his 
awesome coaching advice and support 
over many years and wish him health 
and happiness in his next venture.
You can contact Brett on 0431 691 394. 
Th e Upper Beaconsfi eld Tennis Club 
has a large array of tennis structures 
to suit any level. You can contact Brett 
and arrange a day or evening lesson at 
upperbeactenniscoaching@live.com.au

Interested in playing tennis?

Th e club has a vast array of day and 
night tennis available for all the family, 

mid-week ladies, mixed night tennis is 
on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Th ursday nights, Saturday and Sunday 
juniors, Saturday aft ernoon seniors and 
pennant. For more information about 
the Upper Beaconsfi eld Tennis Club 
and how you can get involved simply 
email us at upperbeaconsfi eldtc@gmail.
com or visit our website.

Reminder

Members please leave the clubrooms 
and outside area neat and tidy. 
Th ank you.

David Harvey UBTC 
Committee

• facebook.com/
upperbeaconsfi eldtennisclub
• www.tennis.com.au/upperbeaconsfi eld

Meeting times

All sections of our Scout 
Group meet at the Igloo, 
Upper Beaconsfi eld 
Recreation Reserve.

Cubs (7–10 years) 
Mondays 7–8.30 pm

Scouts (10–14 years)
Tuesdays 7–9 pm

Venturers (14–17 years)
Mondays 7.30–9.30 pm

Rovers (18–25 years)
Th ursdays from 7.30 pm

If you would like to try Scouting, 
please contact our Group Leader, 
Warren Makings on 0437 023 086 or 
upperbeacgroupleader@gmail.com

Debbie Pinney
Upper Beaconsfield Scout 

Group, 0407 952 286 
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Big wins at Cardinia Beaconhills Golf Links
Cardinia Beaconhills, 
with a small 
membership of 
around 460, has 
recently scored a few big wins in our Peninsula 
District. We took the fl ag for the Men’s Pennant 
Division 1 and had our fi rst win in the Masters 
Pennant Division. 
Th e Men’s Pennant Division 1 team (right) consists 
of Brad Crowley (manager), Brian Meneilly 
(captain), Ryan Fuller, Craig Perkins, Andy Conn, 
Jake Drummond, Matt van der Kraan and Patrick 
Coughlin. Th is is the club’s fi rst win since 2012. 
Th e Masters Pennant Division team consists of 
Peter Brown (captain), Bob Pitman, Terry Geddes, 
Emil Ackaoui, Rex Valena, Bruce Edwards, Richard 
Mittra, Phil Hooke and Peter Frederikson. 
A small contingent of 36 players also played in the club’s 
inaugural challenge with Chirnside Park Golf Club and took 
home the trophy with the narrowest margin of 0.22. 
Beaconhills also took out both men’s and women’s division 
in the Golf Peninsula District Foursomes Championship 
with Ryan Fuller pairing up with Matt van der Kraan (71 
gross score) for the men’s division and Laura Griffi  n pairing 
up with Alex Hillard (77 gross score) for the women’s 
division. 

A big hearty thanks to the local community and members 
and friends of the golf club who supported our recent annual 
fundraiser. Th e winning prize was shared between Peter 
Lipshut, a local Upper Beaconsfi eld resident, and ‘Golfers 
Dream’ syndicate consisting of Paul Carroll, Steve Th ornhill, 
Jeff  Clowes and Richard Knapman. 
Our Club continued with our Beacy Tribes Week in June 
with the current leaderboard showing Kangaroo tribe (red) 
in front with 1039 points, followed by Kookaburra (blue) 
with 901 points, Wombat (yellow) with 846 points and 
Echidna (green) with 824 points. 

List of winners

Dawn Shaw Matchplay: Sharon Lowden 
June Monthly Medal winner (Sat): Craig Holland
June Monthly Medal winner (Weds): Jenny Chandler
John Barker Winter Cup: Winning pair of Aaron le Dan and 
Matthew Carey (pictured above)
July Monthly Medal winner (Sat): James Coughlin 
Founders Trophy winner: Jeff  Clowes 
Hole in One: Ky Timmins 6th hole on 24 June.

Fiza Errington (Club Manager)

Karenne Gregory
Reg:  Kinect KA19531
E: karenne@sshf.com.au
A: 5 Young St, Upper Beaconsfield
M: 0418 303 843

Shape Shifters
Health & Fitness

Boutique Gym in Upper Beaconsfield
Specialising in complete Personal Training and Circuit  

style classes – small groups of 4 maximum
Session packages for personal training and 

Term packages for group circuit classes
Metabolic Precision Nutrition to aid in 

Weight loss and management
If you are ready to transform to a fitter and healthier YOU 

Ring for a FREE consultation appointment then decide
For yourself if you really need the change !!



9796 1110 



VILLAGE BELL BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Thank you to Village Bell advertisers  

who service and support our community     
Advertising enquiries email advertising.villagebell@gmail.com 

  

Petruccelli Art Classes 

ROVING AUTOMOTIVE — Mobile mechanical services 
Servicing the area for over 13 years. All types of servicing and repairs.

 4WD specialist    Electrical repair 
 Accessory lighting    Battery systems 

Call Colin  0414 603 526 

 

MARRIAGE CELEBRANT 

WINDOW CLEANING 

JOHN PLOWMAN 
Long establ ished business  

0418 597 630 

 

Rivendell 

 

beaconsfield chiropractic

9796 1110 

5944 4416 

We use quality Laucke Australian flour in all our bakery 
products including bread, pies, sausage rolls, pasties, 
quiche and sweets.  
All our customers can rest assured when you purchase 
any product from us, quality is paramount. 

Open     Mon–Fri 6am–5pm,     Sat 7am–1pm



PRACTICALHORTICULTURE 

SHAPE SHIFTERS 
HEALTH & FITNESS 

CUTTING TIME GARDENS & SERVICES 

Dav id  H a r v e y  
0400 45 75 05



Emerald Lake Travel P/L 
(at Emerald Community House) 

358 Main St Emerald 3782 
03 59 685222    or     0400 99 0026 

elt@nex.net.au   Web: Emerald Lake Travel PL  
Facebook: Emerald Lake Travel 

HOURS
9am–1pm Monday to Thursday inclusive at the Community House 
1pm–5pm Mobile service by appointment at Community House, your 
home or Café Marte 
Fridays  9am–5pm and Saturday 9am–1pm Mobile service, 
by appointment as above 

Horse dentistry for the 21st century 
Performance floating for competition horses 
Remedial dentistry / bit seating 
Foal, adult & senior horse dental checks 

Dr Paul Owens 
Veterinary Surgeon BVSc MRCVS 

Horse Vet Dentist 
0451 664 373 
www.horsevetdentist.com.au 

We are listed on  
EQUINE DENTAL VETS 

www.equinedentalvets.com.au 

PAUL LA ROCHE 
5944 3320 

Fax: 5944 3305 Mob 0417 356 135 
larocheair@bigpond.com.au 

143 Stoney Creek Road 
Upper Beaconsfield   

Air Conditioning Mechanical Services 
ABN 36 981 265 804  Licence 29118  

Air Conditioning, Mechanical Services, General Plumbing, Water Renewals,  
Heating & Ventilation, Maintenance, Repairs, Split Systems 

Renovate by resurfacing 

 

Dav id  H a r v e y  
0400 45 75 05 

 General Property Maintenance 
 S leepe r  Re ta in i ng  Wa l l s  
 Lawns   Ga rden   Rubb i sh  

 S la te  &  S tone  Repa i r s  
 Ba th room Res to ra t i ons  
 Pa in t i ng  i ns i de  &  ou t   

A BOWER MAINTENANCE SERVICES



Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit 
Licence 237879. S53092-2 (324994_v1) (22/11/2016)

bendigobank.com.au

Making great 
things happen.
When you bank with Beaconsfield District Community 
Bank® Branch great things happen in your community.

So, if you’re not banking with us already, drop by and 
be part of something bigger.

Drop into your nearest branch at 52-62 Old Princes 
Highway, Beaconsfield or phone 9769 5122 to find 
out more.
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$180,000

Beaconsfield District 
Community Bank® Branch

CLIFFORD
ELECTRICS
  electrical contractors

PO Box 368

Ph: 5944 4773
Fax: 5944 4776

PTY 
LTD

Frank 0418 329 639
Leigh 0419 567 243

ctors
REC 2631

Grease Traps Cleaned-Water Tanks Cleaned-Portable Toilets

S EPT IC  TANK C L EAN ING

www.ecoliquidwaste.com
0418 516 327 Pensioner & Seniors Discount

Call NOW for prompt friendly service & advice
ALL AREAS 

24 HR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Owner Operator    
EPA Accredited

Safe Septic Tank Product Pack 
FREE with every septic tank cleaned

* limit one per customer

SAGE ACCOUNTING
MARK SAGE FCPA

• Accountant
• Business Consultant
• SMSF Advisor/Manager
• Registered Tax Agent

P: 5944 3734     M: 0400 865 595
E: masage@tpg.com.au



Freecall: 1800 808 027

 Brad BATTIN  
State Member for GEMBROOK

Proudly Local

www.bradbattin.com.au

 
 

 brad.battin@parliament.vic.gov.au
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PO Box 601 OFFICER 3809

We are moving to Suite 13, 
439 Princes Highway Officer 3809

for updates visit

KCRE

 

vendor’s agent

 
EXTREME

Follow us on Social Media


