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Local birdlife
This Superb Lyrebird on the cover was spotted in Dewhurst singing 
out a repertoire of local birdcalls including kookaburras, magpies, 
cockatoos, rosellas, and many other local birds. The male on full 
display fans out his beautiful lyre-shaped tail.

The Spotted Pardalote (below) frequents the outer foliage and twigs 
of the eucalyptus in search of insects and their larvae. Galahs are 
usually seen in pairs, and spend much time on the ground feeding on 
seeds of grasses and other plants.

Winter school holiday program at the Community Centre was enjoyed by all participants (see page 16)

Inspired by a another fi re brigade’s logo, Ethan Norbury, a 16-year-old 
operational recruit at the Upper Beaconsfi eld Fire Brigade, created this 
logo in a school project. Ethan told us that he came up with a rough 
design, where the centre piece had to be an animal, I asked the local 
Facebook group what animal was unique to our area and the majority 
said the echidna. I then made the echidna into a fi refi ghter wearing the 
iconic yellow CFA helmet, and goggles for eye protection. The golden 
wreath is the golden wattle that you fi nd around Upper Beaconsfi eld, 
the colours red and blue represent the red and blue fl ashing lights you 
see on fi re trucks and the unique and iconic Upper Beaconsfi eld water 
tower rests on top of the logo just as it sits above Upper Beaconsfi eld.

At this stage the Upper Beaconsfi eld Fire Brigade is not seeking to 
adopt a logo.

The painting of a bushfi re scene was delivered to the Fire Station by a 
young resident. For anyone who has been caught up in a bushfi re this is 
very much a fair representation.

Presenting young people’s artwork – a Village Bell objective
Email your creative work to editor.villagebell@gmail.com
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Playground history
In the summer of 1991, the Upper 
Beaconsfi eld Conservation Group 
began to dismantle the old 
tennis courts behind the 
Community Hall – fencing 
was rolled up, metal poles 
lifted from the ground using 
machinery supplied and 
driven by Eric Dodge, and 
embankments and ground 
graded. The old playground 
equipment that was beside 
the Community Centre was 
relocated to where it remained 
until this year. The Community 
Centre was being extended, 
and garden and paths were 
laid out during that summer 
and into autumn. It was a 

busy year. Reports in past issues of the 
Village Bell describe the development 
of the playground:

• Issue 98, June 1994. Council agreed 
to provide additional funds for 
playground equipment for use at the 
Hall.

• Issue 99, August 1994. 
The Building and Grounds 
Committee reported that 
they were successful and lucky 
to receive funds for the new 
playground equipment from 
the Shire of Pakenham. To erect 
this equipment in the grounds 
of the Hall, they appealed to 
any residents who may have 
knowledge about installation.

• Issue 100, October 1994. 
Thanks to a grant from the Shire 
of Pakenham and the hard work 
put in by a band of volunteers 

– Keith Ewenson Park

continued on page 5

Kids rejoice!
In July–August 2020, Council asked 
for feedback and comments on what 
residents would like to see in the 
new playground design. Installation 

began in March 
2021 and was 
completed 
by July 2021. 
Unfortunately, 
the offi cial opening that had 
been planned for 31 July 2021 was 
postponed, but the barbecue and 
playground is available for everyone 
to use (once COVID-restrictions ease). 
Hopefully when the weather improves 
the lawn area should be re-established; 
from the mud the machinery created.

NNEW pLAYGRooUND
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Village Bell editorial coordinator Helen 
Smith tel 5944 3219 – Editorial team 
Julie Born, Linda Burridge, Kaylene 
Cox, Caro Letts, Cheryl O’Gallagher – 
Layout Marianne Rocke – Photo editor 
Cameron Rocke 

Next issue: December 2021     
Send articles by 7 November 2021 to  
editor.villagebell @ gmail.com
The Village Bell is published by Upper Beaconsfi eld 
Association Inc., PO Box 86, Upper Beaconsfi eld VIC 
3808. Incorporated 1987. Inc. No. A0012780S No 
material from this publication may be reproduced 
in any manner without the permission of the 
editor. The editor reserves the right to edit articles 
for length, language, readability and appropriate 
content. The Village Bell advises that the views 
or remarks expressed in this publication are not 
necessarily the views of the volunteer Village 
Bell editorial or production team. No service or 
endorsement is implied by the listing of advertisers, 
sponsors or contributors. The Village Bell is a 
member of the Community Newspaper Association 
of Victoria www.cnav.org.au

Month 45 yr av. 2020 2021

Jan 63.6 126.4 106.3

Feb 58.4 147.8 19.0

Mar 64.2 65.7 80.4

Apr 78.3 183.4 63.3

May 86.1 86.5 71.5

Jun 80.3 53.2 90.0

Jul 78.6 45.5 79.6

Aug 85.7 111.9

Sep 90.6 67.6

Oct 94.3 100.2

Nov 86.5 81.6

Dec 80.4 70.9

Total 947 mm 1,140.7 mm

Become a Village Bell supporter 
If you like reading the Village Bell, please 
help to fund it. All we ask is for households 
to pay a yearly $5 support towards 
producing the Village Bell. 

You can pay $5 at the Community Centre, 
General Store or Post Offi ce, or pay by 
internet banking to 
Upper Beaconsfi eld Association Inc., 
Bendigo Bank, BSB 633-000 
account number 162 580 112. 

Tag your payment with your name so we 
know who sent it. If you live outside the 
local area we can mail the Bell to you for 
$15 per year. Thank you!

End of dinner promotion!
We have come to the end of our 
Open Air Burning Dinner promotion 
which was intended to last for twelve 
months. The Open Air Burning (OAB) 
Advocacy Committee had arranged 
a dinner for two local residents each 
month at the Pine Grove Hotel over 
the past year. Residents were chosen 
randomly each month using the 
unique number listed at the top right 
corner of the fridge magnet.

The committee has been grateful 
for the continued support from our 
sponsors, The Pine Grove Hotel 
management and RMBL Investments, 
Dandenong, for offering the $50 
voucher each month for eligible 

couples to enjoy a meal at the Piney. 
Due to a lack of records from the Pine 
Grove, we are unable to confi rm how 
many dinners were redeemed. We trust 
that those residents who noticed their 
OAB Fridge Magnet number and took 
advantage of the dinner offer have 
enjoyed their experience. 

We hope that every Upper 
Beaconsfi eld resident continues to use 
the OAB Fridge Magnet as a guide to 
safe and responsible Open Air Burning 
and look forward to when the new 
OAB Policy is released by Cardinia 
Council.

Harry Jensen

A gold medal performance 
For May, June, and July of 2021 we 
have had 241 mm of rain, 56 mm more 
than the same months of 2020. A 
much wetter winter than last year, but 
only 4 mm less than the long-term 
average across the three months. 
For the year to date, there has been 
198 mm less rain than at the same 
time last year.

Wetter, drier, wetter drier, a pattern 
that is typical of our climate. But for 
those of you who decry the concept 
of climate change, the climate data 
shows that drier is slowly winning 
out. After Antarctica, Australia is the 
driest continent on earth and one of 
the most vulnerable to the impacts 
of climate change. So, when wetter 
takes the podium every now and then, 
remember that drier will continue to 
win more of the medals over time.

Drier means more fi res and less food 
crops. What can we do, what should 
we do?

The odds are strongly with the science 
that says, get the jab today, and emit 
less carbon tomorrow.

For the greater good, these two 
behaviours are surely worthy of a gold 
medal performance!

Enjoy the soggy soil.

Andrew Rewell

Next public meetingNext public meeting
Upper 
Beaconsfi eld 
Association 
general meeting 
Wednesday 

6 October 2021 at 7.30 pm. 
We invite residents to come along, 
meet other residents and contribute 
to the well-being of our town.

Rainfall on St Georges Road 

Thank you to our Village Bell 
supporters
Seb Castro; A & M Conn; Dack family;  
Mirella Fiorese, Tony Knight; B & B 
Mars; John & Jennifer Patterson; Anna 
& John Todisco; Linda Tormey

Wildlife rescue contacts

Locky’s Legacy Wildlife Shelter 
0431 635 858 or 0425 726 942

WISH 
Wildlife Incident Safe Haven

Sarah Cooke 0402 393 667



page 5

The Village Bell – September 2021

Illegal shootings at Cardinia 
Reservoir
Recently Sarah Cooke, one of our local 
wildlife carers, reported on the Upper 
Beaconsfi eld Community Facebook 
page that four kangaroos have been 
found shot inside and near the fence of 
Cardinia Reservoir, in the vicinity of Red 
Hill Road.
This is very concerning because of the 
cruel nature of the incidents when 
animals are left injured or dead, with 
joeys in pouch. She wants people to 
look out for any suspicious behaviour 
around the area, especially late in the 
day and early hours of morning. She 
urges people to be careful. 
She stated that Police, Parks Victoria, 
DELWP, Melbourne Water and Wilson 
Security all have been informed and 
have made formal reports.
Sarah asks anyone with information 
to contact the police, and please let 
her know ASAP if there are injured or 
deceased animals on 0402 393 667 
WISH - Wildlife Incident Safe Haven Inc. 
Illegal hunting is a very dangerous 
activity both for the shooters, but also 
for the residents who live in the vicinity. 
Often this is done at night when people 
cannot see exactly what they are 
shooting at. 
Cardinia Reservoir is one of Melbourne’s 
water catchment areas which is 
managed by Melbourne Water and 
hunting of any type is prohibited at any 
time.
Those found to be doing the wrong 
thing or behaving irresponsibly can 
be fi ned or prosecuted, have their 
equipment seized and / or lose their 
game and fi rearms licences. Forfeited 
equipment may be crushed and 
destroyed.

Community events still on hold
With another lockdown in Victoria, 
and considering the situation in NSW, 
the pandemic is not going away any 
time soon. It is very diffi cult to hold 
community events under Covid safe 
regulations.
The annual Carols in the Park on 
Christmas Eve may not go ahead in the 
usual format. No decisions about the 
Village Festival have been made yet. 
We will keep you posted.

Solar panels at the Community 
Complex
The pandemic lockdown has delayed 
the installation of solar panels on 
the Upper Beaconsfi eld Community 
Complex. The Community Complex 
Buildings & Grounds Committee 
secured a DELWP grant for solar 
panels on public buildings. Hopefully 
by the time the Village Bell has been 
distributed, the panels will be installed.

Building community resilience in 
times of disaster
After the storm damage this year in the 
Dandenong Ranges and the blackouts 
experienced at various times in Upper 
Beaconsfi eld, residents need to turn 
their minds to various ways we can be 
better prepared for such emergencies. 
Storms are more likely to be 
experienced than bushfi res, although 
Upper Beaconsfi eld does have a history 
of bushfi res as well. New residents 
moving into the area need to become 
educated in how to be better prepared. 
The Upper Beaconsfi eld Association 
hopes to conduct more community 
consultation on these issues once 
public meetings can be held again.

Helen Smith

led by Anne McCormick, children in 
Upper Beaconsfi eld can now enjoy 
the enlarged playground at the 
rear of the Community Complex. 
Seats and tables have now also 
been completed.

• Issue 106, October 1995. Mentions 
a working bee to improve the 
grounds and inviting anyone who 
enjoys using the playground and 
barbecue to come along to help.

• Issue 110, June 1996. Eulogy to the 
Upper Beaconsfi eld Rotary Club. In 
their article it is mentioned along 
with so many of their wonderful 
works in the community and 
beyond, of the building of an 
electric barbecue and lights behind 
the Community Hall.

I would like to add, while researching 
the Village Bell’s archives 
for this information (https://
upperbeaconsfi eld.org.au/village-bell), 
I came across so many interesting 
articles and photos of the Upper 
Beaconsfi eld community. If you are 
new or not so new to our town it is a 
wonderful way to get to know what 
trials and tribulations the residents 
and volunteers have gone through to 
make this village a lovely place to live.

Sue Simmons

Playground history continued from page 3

Open Air Burning (OAB) policy reviewed
New OAB rules will be enacted 
in February 2022. Community 
consultation is underway until 17 
September 2021. See the explanatory 
Council press release on page 6. 

A selected summary of the new laws:

• There is an unworkable stipulation 
that all fi res must be at least 25 metres 
from structures, fences, vegetation or 
combustible materials. 

• Burning in July/August; on public 
holidays; using incinerators; using 
accelerants; and burning of domestic 
or industrial waste – will be banned. 

• Fires can’t be ignited after 7 pm or 
sunset – whichever the sooner. 
Fires must be supervised (under 
constant observation) and have 

enough water on hand to extinguish 
escapes – fi nes apply. 
• OAB is the owner/occupier’s 
responsibility. All fi res must be 
registered with the Vic Fire phone 
notifi cation scheme. You cannot burn 
on days of severe weather warning, 
or poor air quality days. Fires cannot 
create a nuisance. You cannot burn 
windrows. 
• Our community will be divided into 
three geographical zones: Township 
(total ban), Peri-Urban, or Rural. Rural 
restrictions are less onerous than Peri-
Urban eg permitted burning days on 
any given week. There will be a limited 
permit system to do burns outside 
the regulations. Fines can apply to all 
breaches of regulations.

About Town
Vaccinations at Upper 
Beaconsfi eld
Many 
thanks to 
the doctors at the 
Upper Beaconsfi eld GP 
Practice for the sterling effort 
in vaccinating so many people, both 
residents and others from further afi eld, 
since the start of vaccinations in April. 
It was so convenient to be able to make 
a booking, turn up on the allotted time 
and get the jab promptly. Other places 
saw long queues and waiting times. 
See the numbers vaccinated in the UB 
Facts & Figures article. It is so good to 
have the convenience of having a local 
GP clinic serving our community.

The GP Practice is providing both 
Pfi zer and Astra Zeneca vaccines. 
Appointments can be booked online 
through their website or Hotdoc. 
Vaccinations are given as per eligibility 
criteria which can be accessed through

https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-
and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/
getting-vaccinated-for-covid-19/when-
will-i-get-a-covid-19-vaccine
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Upper Beaconsfi eld Association
Upper Beaconsfi eld Bushfi re Mitigation Project
In the December, March and June 
issues of the Village Bell, I reported 
on the progress of this Safer Together 
Project, which aims to help residents 
in Upper Beaconsfi eld, Dewhurst and 
Guys Hill make informed decisions 
about how to protect biodiversity 
and manage fuel on their properties. 
One could argue that these are 
complementary concepts.

The Upper Beaconsfi eld Management 
Group, which originated from the 
UBA Resilience Sub Committee and 
the subsequent Cardinia Shire Fuel 
Management Project, met online 
weekly up until the end of June, 
with Cardinia Shire, CFA, Forest Fire 
Management within DELWP and 
Melbourne & Monash Universities. Since 
the beginning of July, our colleagues 
have undertaken a lot of behind the 
scene development work for the online 
tool using the StoryMap Platform. As 
noted previously in the March Village 

Bell, the presentation of the Upper 
Beaconsfi eld Bushfi re Mitigation 
Project will look similar to the Parks 
Victoria’s Bushfi re Recovery 2019/2020 
story, which shows the complexity and 
scale of the work needed to reopen 
much-loved parks, including highlights 
such as the new bridges at Buchan 
Caves, the new boardwalk at Cape 
Conran, environmental programs to 
protect vulnerable species, rebuilt 
lookouts, and many kilometres 
of cleared tracks. See https://bit.
ly/3huky3a

The Upper Beaconsfi eld story uses 
the same platform, but will tell a 
different story – using results from 
the community survey, it will show 
what is important to residents in our 
area about protecting biodiversity 
and managing fuel. The behind the 
scenes work includes locating research 
evidence or current best practice 
from Australian fi re and environment 

experts to 
help residents 
make informed 
decisions about 
managing 
what 
matters to 
them most 
– what they 
value most.

The online tool is just weeks away 
from completion. Our hope, Covid 
dependant, is to have a community 
function to launch the tool. Once 
released, residents will have the 
opportunity in coming months to 
provide feedback to the Steering Group, 
particularly anything we might have 
missed. We see this as an interactive 
process to enable the inclusion of a 
range of different views. Keep an eye 
on the UBA Facebook posts for an 
invitation to this event.

Caroline Spencer, Co-Chair, 
Safer Together, Upper Beaconsfield 

Bushfire Mitigation Project
Contact caroline.spencer15@gmail.com

Have your say: draft open-air fi res local law
Following extensive community and 
agency consultation, Council has 
proposed new open-air fi res regulations 
which are now open for public 
exhibition for community feedback.

The proposed Open Air Fires Local Law 
aims to provide adequate provision for 
fuel reduction and fi re prevention while 
discouraging unnecessary smoke health 
hazards. 

The proposed local law details 
the regulations for open-air fi res – 
commonly known as ‘burning off’ 
– outside of the declared fi re danger 
period.  

This new law will provide the 
community with more opportunities to 
reduce bushfi re risk through burning-off 
while ensuring public safety remains a 
key priority. 

The proposed changes to local open-air 
burning regulations will make it easier 
and safer for residents to reduce fi re 
fuel hazards on their properties. 

Cardinia Shire Mayor Councillor Brett 
Owen said the proposed changes 
aimed to ensure that open air burning 
was used to minimise the risk of 
bushfi re across the shire in a safe 
manner. 

“We believe the draft local law refl ects 
the community’s feedback and 
balances the need for fuel reduction 

and fi re prevention with community 
amenity, environmental benefi ts and 
broader public health interests. 

“We encourage everyone to jump 
online and, review the proposed new 
regulations and provide feedback.” 

The proposed local law renews focus 
on: 

• Smoke impacts on community 

• Bushfi re fuel reduction and property 
preparation 

• Burning off timeframes 

• Burning off in townships 

• Alternative methods of green waste 
disposal 

• Environmental impacts  

As part of the proposed local law, 
the Shire will be divided into three 
zones with appropriate open air fi re 
regulations, rather than the previous 
rules where regulations were based on 
zoning and land size. 

This proposal is a move to make 
it simpler and easier for residents 
to undertake fuel reduction while 
balancing health and environmental 
concerns. 

In the Urban and Township Zone, 
burning off is proposed to be allowed 
only with a permit. 

In the Bushland and Peri-Urban Zone 

and the Rural 
Zone, if criteria 
is met, a permit 
for burning off may not be required.

July and August will be declared ‘no 
burn months’ throughout the Shire. This 
means burning-off will be prohibited 
across the entire shire throughout 
those two months of the year. 

This change aims to reduce hazardous 
smoke caused from burning wet 
material. This is intended to encourage 
an uptake of alternative methods of 
waste disposal during these wetter 
months and reduce smoke impacts 
over the school holiday period. 

In response to community feedback, 
where permitted, weekend days to 
“burn off’ will now be Sundays, not 
Saturdays. The proposal has also 
been revised to include a new clause 
restricting open air fi res on public 
holidays. 

Council is inviting feedback until 
Friday 17 September, and will review all 
feedback before deciding whether to 
make the local law. 

To view the proposed Open Air Fires 
Local Law and for feedback details visit 
www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay 
All submissions must be submitted to 
Council prior to 17 September 2021. 

Cardinia Shire Council press release
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Men’s Shed operating intermittently
Another diffi cult quarter is ending. The 
Covid lockdowns have performed no 
favours for the functioning of the Men’s 
Shed. Unfortunately, while there are 
restrictions, the Shed must not hold any 
activities or meetings. Even between 
lockdowns, numbers and activities are 
restricted.

Despite the restrictions, over the 
quarter we managed a few activities 
and several meetings:

• Mid May, as mentioned in the 
previous report, the Shed hosted 
80 Men Shed members from other 
Gippsland Sheds in an information 
and a food event. A great success.

• We managed an evening meal at 
the Golf Club for members and wives 
(between lockdowns).

• Had a working bee pruning fruit 
trees on a member’s property.

• Another working bee to collect, 
cut and deliver fi rewood to a local 
resident whose husband was 
unfortunately quite ill in hospital.

• In the school holidays there was 
some senseless vandalism at the 
local primary school. Shed members 
have retrieved damaged materials 
and are reworking and repairing 
them. We will the rectify the 
damage. This is currently on hold 
because of Covid lockdown but will 
recommence as soon as we can.

• The local kinder have asked us to 
repair a slide from their play area. 
This is in progress, and will continue 
after lockdown.

• We have continued the production 

of hiking poles and have currently 
sold over 50 to the public.

During the quarter, the battery in our 
defi brillator unit died. Apparently, 
they have only a 3-year life and aren’t 
rechargeable! We replaced it, but a 
word of warning to other organisations 
who have these units – the batteries 
are expensive, and it is an item that 
some community groups may struggle 
to pay for.

Vale Phil Jones
On a sad note, we pay tribute to Phil 
Jones, a long-time member who passed 
away in June.

Phil was a very generous and kind 
gentleman who shared his considerable 
skills and knowledge with us at the 

Men’s Shed. 
He was 
well known 
around 
Upper Beaconsfi eld as he navigated 
his way around the town in his mobile 
wheelchair virtually every day, greeting 
all and giving advice on how things 
could be improved. In the workshop, 
Phil was active in projects, especially 
where he could impart his skills to 
others in often a gruff but kind hearted 
manner, with a superbly dry sense of 
humour. 

For some reason – possibly Covid – 
there wasn’t a local memorial for Phil, 
so the we decided to hold a pizza style 
wake at the Shed in front of an image 
of Phil in the workshop.

Invitation
We are looking for new members. 
The Shed is open from Tuesday 9–4, 
Wednesday 9–3, Thursday on request. 
Come on Wednesday morning, where 
we have a meeting of all members, and 
share a coffee and biscuits with us, and 
fi nd out about the Shed. We don’t bite! 
The Shed is in Halford Street; parking in 
RSL carpark.

Contact Noel Ling (President) on 0414 
443 735, or secubms@gmail.com for 
more info.

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/
UpperBeaconsfi eldMensShed/

Web Site - https://sites.google.com/site/
upperbeaconsfi eldmensshed/

Noel Ling

Vale 
Douglas Swayne Hughes

Of Upper Beaconsfi eld, 
Australia and formerly of 
Rhyl, Wales, where he was 
born and grew up, passed 
away peacefully on 16 
August 2021, aged 78. Loving 
husband of Lesley, father 
to Neil and Leigh, and Taid 
to Dylan, Ryan and Casey. 
Douglas began his working 
life at Hawker Siddley aircraft 
factory in the UK and spent 
a period in the 1960s building 
Mirage Jets at Avalon aircraft 
factory in Victoria. Returning 

to Wales where he met his 
future wife Lesley, they and 
their young family emigrated to 
Australia in 1978. Douglas was 
a talented sportsman, artist, 
and craftsman, being a member 
of Upper Beaconsfi eld RSL, 
The Men’s Shed, Woodworkers 
& Blacksmith groups and a 
founding member of the Upper 
Beaconsfi eld Cricket Club.

Douglas will be deeply missed 
by all who knew him.
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Rambling on 
Changes to Upper Beaconsfi eld birdlife over the past 
several years 
When I fi rst moved up the hill, 
the garden was alive with a 
huge variety of small birds 
– up to a couple of dozen 
species! There were different 
honey-eaters, wrens, fi nches, 
thornbills, fl ycatchers and 
robins. The birdbath was 
incredibly busy with chattering 
groups of bathing beauties!

Then, a few years ago, 
wattlebirds moved in with 
their ‘zero tolerance policy’ to 
any perceived competition. 
After two years of continuous 
harassment from the 
wattlebirds, the small birds 
have nearly all disappeared 
and the garden is bereft; as is 
the birdbath.  

However, ‘nature abhors a 
vacuum’. For a long time I 
rarely saw anything apart 
from the wattlebirds; the 
remaining blackbirds stayed 
scuttling carefully for cover in 
the undergrowth. Everything 
seemed very forlorn by 
comparison to what had gone 
before. Now, the changing 
ecology of the birdlife is evident 
with a greater variety of large 
birds that can stand up to the 
‘stuka-ing’ (divebombing) from 
the wattlebirds. There are now 
increasing numbers of various 
parrots, rosellas and cockatoos; 
(and don’t we all love the king 
parrots when they ‘do the 
rounds’ – sometimes a dozen 
or more!) Kookaburras and 

currawongs are frequent visitors. 
By way of contrast, the tiny blue 
wrens seem to be accepted now 
as they drift safely through in 
their fairy fl ocks.

And, very excitingly, over the 
last two years satin bower 
birds have become increasingly 
regular resident visitors! I have 
never seen them in 40 years of 
bushwalking and riding through 
Upper Beac, and now there can 
be up to three mother/juvenile 
pairs in the garden at one time! 
I have had two good sightings 
of the glorious glossy blue-black 
male, once in a courtship dance! 
I have not yet located the bower 
but it must be somewhere fairly 
close by. Certainly, the blue 
polished stones decorating 
the verandah are sometimes 
disturbed, as though he has been 
trying to purloin them for his own 
purposes.

Keep a lookout in your own 
gardens and as you walk around 
the roads and bush tracks of the 
area to see what an amazing 
variety of birdlife we are blessed 
with in Upper Beac!

Rosz Smith

King Parrots (top), a Shrike 
Thrush (left) and a New England 

Honeyeater (below)
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Cardinia Deer Management 
Coalition aerial survey update
Hurrah! At last we got our aerial deer 
survey in the Cardinia Creek catchment 
area and the helicopter (Heli Surveys) 
successfully off the ground (pardon the 
pun) in early July. Now the preliminary 
results are in after initial analysis by Dr. 
Tarnya Cox from the Department of 
Primary Industry in NSW. 

In the weeks before the aerial survey, 
the CDMC advised all residents in 
the survey area by way of a letterbox 
drop of an information sheet. We are 
aware that several residents noted 

the helicopter activity and expressed 
their support of this initiative. We 
hope our proactive advice helped 
allay any anxieties you may have had 
from this increased helicopter activity. 
Thank you for your interest. This short 
update in the Village Bell refl ects our 
commitment to keeping you informed 
of our activities on this important 
matter of our mutual interest.

To explain further, the helicopter fl ew 
along transects 500m apart covering 
the area from Menzies Creek to Upper 
Beaconsfi eld and from Emerald down 
to the Harkaway-Berwick Road (10 
x 12 km) using a thermal imaging 
camera to detect deer sightings along 
the transects. This project provides 
an accurate estimate of population 
size and helps to gauge the level of 
impact deer have in the catchment, as 
well as provides the fi rst step towards 
successful management of deer in the 
region. Our research was a ‘fi rst’ for 
Victoria, if not Australia wide! 

The survey identifi ed a very high 
number of an estimated 15 deer per 
square kilometer, which is consistent 
with estimates in adjacent areas. The 
result not only confi rms what most of 
us living in the area have experienced 
that there are far too many feral deer in 
our peri-urban area causing signifi cant 
problems, but also the fi ndings provide 
a solid baseline against which to 
measure the impact of future control 
programs on deer populations.

We have already shared the important 
fi ndings of the report with Melbourne 

Water, Parks Victoria, Department 
of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning (DELWP), Cardinia, Casey and 
Yarra Ranges Councils. The Peri-Urban 
Melbourne Regional Partnership Group 
has been tasked to develop the deer 
control plan to reduce the impact of 
feral deer in Melbourne. The CDMC 
looks forward to collaborating with all 
agencies to develop an appropriate, 
integrated deer control program, which 
is urgently required to reduce their 
impacts in our area and to protect our 
local environment and ecosystems, 
private and agricultural properties, 
and to improve road safety. We hope 
to be able to reverse the massive deer 
damage in our area.

We now plan to follow up with a 
ground (scat count) and vegetation 
damage survey very soon to compare 
the two population survey techniques, 
matching the deer population estimate 
from the helicopter survey with ground 
and vegetation damage-based 
research. 

We are still looking for volunteers 
for that project – so any budding or 
profi cient citizen scientists, please 
contact us at info@cardiniadeer.org.au 
or contact me on 0418 346 895.

https://www.cardiniadeer.org.au/

Dr. Johannes Wenzel
Aerial Survey Coordinator, CDMC

1 Halford Street, Upper Beaconsfield
Open Fridays 10 am – 4 pm   Saturdays 10 am – 1 pm

(when Covid restrictions are lifted)
0407 304 061

Shake off the winter blues

Winter is almost over and the weather is getting 
warmer, this makes it a good time for planting to 

attract bees and butterflies into your garden

https://greencircleplantnursery.net.au/
www.facebook.com/GreenCirclePlantNursery
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Eat your way to a healthy heart
Have you been worried about your 
cholesterol levels? 

Many people with high cholesterol 
may be unaware that their blood levels 
are high because often there are no 
symptoms. Getting a blood test done 
to check your cholesterol is the best 
way to fi nd out.

Cholesterol is a waxy fat like substance 
that is carried in the blood. It is an 
essential part of our body’s cells, 
hormones, vitamin D and bile acids. 
Some cholesterol is produced in the 
liver and some found in the foods you 
eat. Having too much of a certain 
type of cholesterol in the bloodstream 
can promote fatty deposits within 
arteries which may increase your risk of 
developing heart disease. Sometimes 
these deposits detach and form a clot 
which can cause heart attack and 
stroke. 

Cholesterol is carried in blood with 
proteins and they both combine to 
form Lipoproteins. 

There are different types of cholesterol:

• The ‘unhealthy’ cholesterol – Low 
Density Lipoprotein (LDL). If present 
in too high amounts, these LDLs 
can potentially lead to dangerous 
blockages in the arteries. It is the 
saturated fats in your diet that 
raises LDL cholesterol by the liver.

• The ‘healthy’ cholesterol - High 
Density Lipoprotein (HDL) HDLs 
help protect arteries from a build-
up of fatty deposits and helps 
reduce risk of heart disease. It takes 
cholesterol which is not needed back 
to liver where it is broken down to be 
passed out of the body

You can improve your cholesterol levels 
by making small, sustainable dietary 
changes. 

What to cut back
• Discretionary foods that are high in 

saturated fat, sugar and salt such as 
biscuits, cakes and pastries

• Processed foods such as deli meats 
and sausages

• Butter, ghee, cream, ice cream and 
dairy-based desserts

• Red meat—The Heart Foundation 
recommends that you eat less than 
350g of unprocessed red meat which 
is about 1-3 red meat-based meals 
a week. Choose lean cuts of beef, 
lamb, or pork

What to choose more of
• Healthy fat choices such as avocado, 

vegetable oils such as olive, canola, 

sunfl ower oils and vegetable-based 
spreads, nuts and seeds  

• Heart-healthy protein sources 
such as beans, legumes (such as 
chickpeas, lentil, three-bean mix) 
and tofu

• Aim for 2-3 servings of fi sh a week
• Swapping to reduced-fat milk, 

yoghurt and cheese
• Fibre-rich wholegrain foods daily, 

such as oats, legumes, wholegrain 
bread and cereals

• Aim for fi ve serves of vegetables and 
two serves of fruits each day

Will eating eggs increase blood 
cholesterol levels?
The Heart Foundation states that the 
dietary cholesterol found in eggs has 
a minimal impact on blood cholesterol 
levels when consumed as part of a 
heat healthy eating pattern. The heart 
Foundation has released their latest 
recommendations:

For healthy individuals, the Heart 
Foundation no longer recommends a 
limit on how many eggs you can eat 
each week while being mindful of what 

you choose to eat with 
them.

If you have type 2 
diabetes or high 
cholesterol levels, the 
Heart Foundation recommends a limit 
of no more than seven eggs a week. 

Foods fortifi ed with sterols
Plant sterols are a naturally occurring 
part of all plants which help lower 
cholesterol levels in the blood. Some 
foods have been enriched with plant 
sterols such as margarines, low fat 
milk, breakfast cereals which have been 
shown to lower cholesterol by up to 10 
percent.

Heart-healthy eating is about choosing 
the combination of foods eaten 
regularly over time. It is about making 
small changes that can be sustained 
over time. 

Mary Bermejo (Dietician) 
Dr Anshu Malhotra

Dr Puneet Malhotra
Upper Beaconsfield GP Practice 

9044 0750

Upper Beaconsfield – Facts and Figures
Last season our cricket club had 
approximately 92 junior players, 24 
Junior Blasters and 24 senior players. 
There were 3 senior teams and 8 junior 
teams (including an all girls team) 
which they are hoping to increase this 
coming season. 

1250 Village Bells are printed 4 times 
a year. 

The crèche at our Community Centre 
accommodates up to 26 children at 
any one time.

Our CWA raised $999 for cancer 
support at their Biggest Morning Tea 
which was held on 25 June. 40 people 
attended. They meet at St John’s 
Anglican Church on the 4th Friday 
each month and are keen to welcome 
new members. 

27% of our houses are on tank water 
with the remaining 73% on reticulated 
water.

The Men’s Shed has 33 members and 
they meet on Wednesdays at 10 am 
in Halford Street. They are also open 
on Tuesday mornings for project work. 
The Men’s Shed is a friendly place 
where local men can get together for a 
chat and coffee. They would welcome 

any locals to come and have a look.

Our CFA is 96 years old, and the 
longest serving captain was Eric 
Bumpstead (25 years). They have 56 
members with 35 operational. Their 
oldest member is 93. They service 1133 
properties in their response area and 
operate 24/7, 365 days a year.

Our tennis club has 213 members. 52 
of those play night tennis which is held 
on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday nights. 

As of Saturday, 14 August, the 
Upper Beaconsfi eld GP Practice has 
administered 400 Pfi zer and 1150 
Astra Zeneca jabs into people’s arms.

Not counting the BUPS playground, 
we have 4 public playgrounds: the 
Grant Court playground, the Tennis 
Court playground, the Recreation 
Reserve playground, and the Keith 
Ewenson Park playground behind the 
Community Complex.

According to realestate.com.au 
the median property price in Upper 
Beaconsfi eld was $1,046,500, based 
on 32 sales between 1 July 2020 and 
30 June 2021. 

Julie Born
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Phone 03 5944 3881

Local, convenient and compassionate pharmacy care and advice

Salisbury House – more than just an extension
Salisbury House, originally opened as 
a guest home in the late 1880s, as a 
destination for the city folk to come, 
rest and play. It was used during World 
War 2 as a place for servicemen on 
leave to recover. It hosted morning and 
afternoon tea parties and weddings, 
croquet or lawn bowls on the front 
lawn and tennis on the grass court, 
or swims in the rock pool built down 
the rear where the creek fl owed. The 
home today sits upon some 4 acres, is 
currently home to 60 residents and the 
workplace for some 90 plus staff, many 
of whom have shown great dedication 
to the residents they care for. Up until 
construction commenced, 
the rear grass slopes 
provided a home to the 
RSPCA rescue goat called 
Casper, great pet therapy 
for residents and family. He 
is presently enjoying a farm 
stay but Casper will return 
post construction. 

After over four years of 
planning and design, the 
16-month build program 
commenced. As many of you 
know and have experienced 

over the past 9 months, construction 
will deliver more than just 30 additional 
single bedrooms with ensuites for our 
residents. The extension enjoys views 
across the valley towards Berwick, 
Casey, and Western Port Bay. You can 
even see Phillip Island on a very clear 
day from the new top fl oor sun deck. 
There are also 35 new underground car 
parking spaces being built, which, once 
construction is completed in February 
next year, will ease the parking 
congestion which has occurred during 
the construction phase.

But the one key feature of the 
extension that many would not be 

aware of is that the extension has been 
designed and constructed to be used 
as a fi re refuge for the residents and 
staff of Salisbury House in the event 
of a signifi cant fi re event. This provides 
peace of mind for our residents, 
families, and staff on those hot summer 
days. It is understood to be the fi rst of 
its kind in Victoria, costing some $9m, 
making it a signifi cant reinvestment 
into our Upper Beaconsfi eld community 
ensuring care for our local elderly will be 
available for generations to come.

Post construction, we shall be inviting 
you, the community, into our home for a 
BBQ and drinks on the front lawn (once 

the construction sheds and 
materials are removed). You 
can look around, see what 
the noise has been about 
and take in the magnifi cent 
views. Until then, thank 
you for your patience and 
understanding during this 
construction phase. We are 
past the halfway mark and 
can now see the fi nish line.

Andrew Seamer
Menarock Life Director
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Fire Brigade
By the time you read this article Covid 
will be just a distant memory … Oh how 
we wish that was true!

In an interrupted year with so much 
uncertainty, it has been challenging for 
our members to string together enough 
parcels of time for training in between 
lockdowns. But rest assured we are still 
here serving the community 24/7, 365 
days a year.

Like many other organisations, we have 
had challenges and changes to the 
way we go about some of our activities. 
The CFA, as an organisation, has an 
additional set of governing rules and 
guidelines to adhere to above those 
imposed by the State Government. 
These CFA rules tend to err on the side 
of caution regarding non-essential 
activities and attendance at the fi re 
station. Whilst we might sometimes 
fi nd these measures frustrating, 
they are put in place to preserve the 
integrity of the fi re station and to 
safeguard our members and equipment 
so that we can continue to maintain full 

operational capability.

Put simply, imagine if the local fi re 
station or any of the equipment we 
use became infected or exposed to 
Covid, effectively deeming them a 
no-go zone. How would we respond 
to the community quickly? You can 
understand the cautious approach now.

Fire season preparation
As we move into the spring season, now 
is the time to start your pre summer 
preparation. 

Many residents choose to burn off 
excess green waste that has piled up 
over winter. Spring is often a windy time 
of year and care needs to be exercised 
to ensure burn 
offs don’t 
become an 
out-of-control 
bushfi re. If you 
are burning 
off, keep the 
piles small and 
manageable, 
ensure 
you have 
adequate 

water nearby to 
extinguish if necessary. 
Never burn off on windy 
days and don’t ever 
leave a fi re unattended. 
You would be surprised 
how quickly just one ember can quickly 
catch on in a tree. You don’t want 
to be the resident with a sheepish 
explanation to the rest of the street as 
to why there are 6 fi re trucks at their 
property!

Here are some of the things you can do 
to prepare for summer:

• Move those winter wood piles away 
from structures

• Ensure grass is maintained at a 

Fire Ready Kit – update 2021 
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/before-and-during-a-fi re/fi re-ready-kit 

At the time of writing this article, we 
are in lockdown 6 and I am hoping 
that our community has remained as 
resilient and community focused as it 
has been through previous Covid-19 

government lockdowns and restrictions. 

In our community, I have been made 
aware of and shared in many stories 
of people coming together to help and 

check in on each other. There 
have been many inspiring 
stories of community businesses 
and social groups that have 
adapted and come to each 
other’s support. We have shared 
and been part of each other’s 
wellbeing journey and grown in 
how we care for our community. 
Thank you for continuing 
to build on our strengths of 
community and hope. 

With that in mind, I would like to 
take the opportunity to remind 
you that we will be entering the 
summer season soon and this is 
an opportune time to prepare 
for the fi re season ahead. 
The time spent at home and 
amongst the community areas, 
is a great time to check your 
property and your surrounds 
and ensure you are ready for the 
season ahead. 

You can reach out to your 
local CFA station for further 

information and guidance if you need 
assistance in what you can do to 
be ready for the fi re season and for 
further updates on how to be prepared. 
We each have a role in ensuring our 
community is safe and prepared for the 
fi re season. 

Please click on the link above for the 
latest Fire Ready Kit – update 2021. 

If you have any questions or comments, 
please feel free to contact me 
on 5953 0216 or brad.battin@
parliament.vic.gov.au. 

You can also follow me on social media 
and via my website: 
www.bradbattin.com.au

Twitter: @BradBattinMP, 
Facebook: /BradBattinMP, 
Instagram: @bradbattinMP, 
Linked In: Brad-BattinMP and 
YouTube: Brad Battin. 

Brad Battin 
Member for Gembrook 
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manageable height
• Clean up debris and combustible 

materials
• Clean out the gutters and roofl ines 

(safely)
• Create a fi re plan – what will you do 

in the event of a fi re near you?
• Discuss with neighbours what their 

intentions are
• Have a battery-operated radio and 

torch (with spare batteries) in a 
handy place

• Download and set up the Vic 
Emergency App on your mobile 
phone

• Follow the Fire Brigade on our 
Facebook page for up-to-date 
information

Ever wondered why so many fi re 
trucks turn up at an incident?
The CFA have a predetermined 
dispatch system for different types 
of incidents. This is based on the type 
and location of an incident. Upper 
Beaconsfi eld’s response area is broken 
up into 8 defi ned geographical areas 
that each have a different risk value 
depending on the type of incident we 
are attending. The call taker at 000 will 
interpret the caller’s information and 
dictate the relevant response required. 
Often you will fi nd that one or more 
of our neighbouring brigades such 
as Beaconsfi eld, Toomuc Pakenham 
(FRV), Emerald, Pakenham Upper or 
even Narre Warren East may also be 
called to attend depending on the 
circumstances. Sometimes additional 
specialty appliances such as Road 
Rescue or Offi cer LPG Gas support can 
be called if required. We also have the 
ability to scale back or call in additional 
resources if necessary.

As a general rule, only the two closest 
responding appliances will attend 
“Code 1” (lights & sirens). The others 
will attend what we call “Code 3” 
(normal road rules apply). This may 
change pending additional information 
gained enroute or an escalation or 
downgrading of the incident.

We have attended 12 incidents since 
the last Village Bell

• Chimney fl ue fi re x 2
• Non structure fi re x 1
• Storm damage assistance x 4 (June’s 

wind event)
• Motor vehicle accident x 2 including 

a truck rollover
• Illegal burn off x 1
• Powerlines arcing x 1
• (False) alarm operating Salisbury 

House x 1

June severe weather 
event
On Wednesday 9 June, 
much of Southern Victoria 
was hit with a severe 
weather event involving 
strong winds that led to 
many homes and vehicles 
being damaged along 
with mass power outages 
for extended times.

Whilst we suffered our 
fair share of impact 
and inconvenience in 
Upper Beaconsfi eld and 
surrounds, it was nothing 
compared to some others. 
Cockatoo and Emerald 
just 10 minutes up the 
road from us were hit 
very hard as was much of 
the elevated Dandenong 
Ranges. Our brigade 
sent members out for 4 
days running to assist 
the SES in clearing roads 
and debris from residents’ 
properties particularly 
in the Mt Dandenong/
Kalorama/Lilydale areas. 
Having witnessed the 
devastation that fi re 
can bring, this was very 
different. There was so 
much destruction. We 
also conducted welfare 
checks on many residents 
to ensure they were OK 
and to inform them of 
the services that were 
available to them. Many 
of the communities 
affected will still be 
recovering for some time 
to come.

Tanker 1 replacement?
Are we there yet? 
Almost! We hope to 
have good news by the 
next publication. Fingers 
crossed. The good news 
is our project to install 
new electric doors at 
the station appears to 
be proceeding nicely so 
we will have that to look 
forward to as well.

If you would like to know 
more about becoming a 
volunteer fi re fi ghter, please send an 
email to ian.pinney@members.cfa.vic.
gov.au or phone and leave a message 
at the fi re station on 5944 3303.

Captain Ian Pinney

Top: Concrete power pole snapped in 
Cockatoo, middle: a brigade member 

assisting the SES in clearing roads, bottom: 
Village Festival 1992, when Tanker 1 was new
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Origin of Upper Beaconsfi eld road names
Many roads in Upper Beaconsfi eld are 
named after former residents. They 
may have been named to honour a 
resident, or they may simply have been 
the road the resident lived on and the 
road name was continued, even though 
the connection to the resident was 
broken.

A’Beckett Road
Edward Fitzhaley A’Beckett was 
the third son of Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court, Sir William A’Beckett. 
His older brother, barrister WAC 
A’Beckett, was well known in the area 
as the owner of ‘The Grange’ in Narre 
Warren North/Harkaway.

In September 1864, Edward A’Beckett 
was appointed to the offi ce of 
registrar, secretary, and librarian at 
the University of Melbourne. It was 
a well-respected job that he held for 
37 years. He married Jane Deodata 
Burke, the daughter of magistrate 
Robert Bartlett Burke in 1867. They 
had nine children. Edward A’Beckett 
initially selected twenty acres at Mount 
Burnett, adjoining selections held by 
his wife’s family members. He built a 
house and stated that he lived there for 
three months. He soon found that the 
property was too remote to use as a 
weekender. Three years later he bought 
three crown allotments in Upper 
Beaconsfi eld at the end of the road 
that was to be named after his family. 
They named the property ‘Ttekceba’ 
(A’Beckett spelt backwards). 

Unfortunately, Edward was forced 
to leave the university in 1901 when 
the accountant who worked under 
him was charged with and convicted 
of embezzlement and sent to jail for 
fi ve years. A’Beckett, while not directly 
implicated in the crime, had been 
regularly borrowing sums of money 
from the accountant, believing that he 
was quite wealthy. On his retirement he 

was given a yearly pension of £350 at 
the University Council’s pleasure.

In the late 1800s the family largely 
spent weekends and holidays 
in Upper Beaconsfi eld and 
sometimes offered their 
property as a venue for church 
fetes. Finances became tight 
after Edward’s retirement 
and so, by 1908, they had 
moved to Upper Beaconsfi eld 
permanently. Only two 
sons and two daughters 
married. The two unmarried 
daughters, Christine and 
Nina, fi rst established a 
guest house at ‘Ellim-Atta’ 
just down the road, but soon 
offered accommodation at Ttekceba. 
They last advertised in 1938. 

Frank and Ulick A’Beckett enlisted in 
World War 1. Frank was killed at the 
Dardanelles, in the ghastly battle at 
the Nek (depicted at the end of the fi lm 
‘Gallipoli’). Ulick returned in 1919.

When the Upper Beaconsfi eld Bush 
Fire Brigade was formed in 1925, Ulick 
A’Beckett was selected as Captain. 
He was an excellent bushman and 
universally liked and respected 
throughout the district. He remained 
Captain until 1936.

Edward A’Beckett died in 1922; his wife 
in 1930. The three children living at 
Ttekceba at the time, Christine, Ulick 
and Nina, inherited the property and 
initially obtained a mortgage from a 
cousin. In 1932, after Christine’s death, 
another mortgage was obtained. The 
mortgagees tried to sell the property 
in 1938 but Edmund Turner, who had 
regularly been staying at the house, 
came to their rescue. He serviced the 
mortgage and eventually the title of 
the property was transferred to him. 
The remaining A’Becketts were allowed 
to stay on for as long as they could 

manage. Ulick died in 1963, Nina in 
1964. Ttekceba, old and unoccupied, 
was destroyed by fi re circa 1972. 

Reed Avenue
Joseph Martin Reed was connected to 
the Lands Department for 56 years. 
He was Surveyor-General for many 
years and then took the position of 
Secretary for Lands. From 1911 to 
1931 he was chairman of the State 
Tourist Committee, established to 
control Victoria’s tourist resorts. On 
his retirement he bought ‘Calembeen’ 
(formerly known as ‘Ellim-Atta’) on 
A’Beckett Road. Together with his 
wife, Louisa, he had three children, 
then in their twenties. The eldest, 
Joseph Stanley Reed, was a medical 
practitioner at Korumburra who, later 
in life, came to live with his sister, Doris 
Louise, who was married to Judge 
Bevan of ‘Pen Bryn’. The youngest, 
Howard Martin Reed, had worked on 
his father’s orchard and also laboured 
on other orchards in the area. In the 
1920s he took up a lease at Tatura as a 
soldier settler.

Joseph Reed senior took great interest 
in community life in Upper Beaconsfi eld 
and later in Korumburra. In our village 
he was involved in the upkeep of the 
Assembly Hall. It is recorded that it 
was most likely Reed who discovered 
a fl aw in the Assembly Hall trust deed 
that could have made the last surviving 
trustee the owner of the Hall. In the 
1930s the title certifi cate was amended 
to prevent that. Reed was responsible 
for having a septic system installed at 
the Hall so that a ladies’ toilet could 
be added to the indoor cloakroom. 
He joined the Congregational Church 
when he came to Upper Beaconsfi eld 
and discovered that the Minister 
Reverend James Wilson was eking out 

Old Ttekceba, c1920s

Joseph Martin Reed
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a living by running a private school at 
his home. His wage was dependent 
on the weekly church collections. Reed 
organised a fete to raise money to 
augment the Minister’s wage. 

When the Shire Council asked for 
suggestions for a name for a small 
road off A’Beckett Road, Mr and 
Mrs Hudson, who lived on this road 
suggested ‘Reed Avenue’ in memory 
of J. M. Reed’s good work for the 
community.

Armstrong Road
Crown allotment 60 in the Parish 
of Pakenham was subdivided in the 
1880s with many lots changing hands 

frequently. Lot 41 was bought by 
Edmund La Touche Armstrong and 
his brother, Edgar James Armstrong, 
in 1925. They sold it in December 1942. 
This lot now covers the addresses 7 and 
9-11 Armstrong Road.

Edgar Armstrong was a bank manager 
who was educated at Scotch College 
and studied law at the Melbourne 
University. In 1881, aged 17, he joined 
the Public Library of Victoria (now 
State Library of Victoria) as a junior 
assistant. Ten years later he was an 
assistant and, by1895, was principal 
assistant of the reference library. He 
was appointed librarian and secretary 
to the trustees of the Public Library, 
Museums, and National Gallery of 
Victoria in August 1896, aged 32. He 

held this position until his retirement 
in 1925. The La Trobe Journal, Spring 
issue 2003, wrote “Armstrong is today 
mainly remembered as the originator 
of the Domed Reading Room. He did, 
however, much more for the library. 
He was responsible for introducing the 
Dewey decimal system of classifi cation, 
fi rstly in the Lending Library in 1899 
and then in the Reference Library over 
1910–15. He revived and expanded 
the travelling libraries and began the 
country lending service in 1920.” A 
plaque bearing his name is mounted at 
the entrance of the reading room.

Edmund La Touche Armstrong died in 
1946; his brother in 1950. Both never 
married.

Marianne Rocke

Upper Beaconsfi eld or Beaconsfi eld Upper?
An unoffi cial history 
Dear editor
My name is Darren Short. l lived in 
Upper Beaconsfi eld from 1966 to 1987 
and still quietly see myself as an Upper 
Beac lad. I attended the state school 
and have great memories of my time in 
Upper Beac. 

l would like to share a story with the 
locals. 

Somewhere after the Ash Wednesday 
fi res new signs were installed to the 
town from one end of Emerald Road to 
the other and a couple in between. The 
new signs all read Beaconsfi eld Upper.

This change offended a great deal of 
the older families who had called Upper 
Beaconsfi eld home and even sang it at 
school sports proudly. 

So, one summer night – l may say 
after a couple of drinks my friend Fred 
Turnbull and l decided to fi x the signs. 
Armed with paint tin and brush, too 
much youth and enthusiasm and no 
clothes – which was a thing to do at 
age 20 years in the 1980s – we went 
for a run from one end of town to the 
other.

When morning came the signs all read 
Upper Beaconsfi eld and the town 
was in a spin! People were saying 
it was a job well done, others were 
crying vandalism. However, there was 
nothing on the signs except the Upper 
was moved. This action led to a town 
meeting and vote. 

Three names were suggested. Upper 
Beaconsfi eld, Beaconsfi eld Upper and 
l think Beacon Hills or Heights. The 
vote was mostly in favour of UB and 
the name still has some hold, although 
some residents still push for BU. Over 
time signs were changed back to UB 
and that is the true story. This story can 
be validated by many UB residents. 

Darren Short 

Editor’s comment
Yes people are confused about what 
to call our town. Basically, the offi cial 
name of the town is Beaconsfi eld 
Upper. So that is why we have 
Beaconsfi eld Upper Primary School. 
Any time you fi ll in any offi cial form, or 
look up a map, or a phone number etc, 
type Beaconsfi eld and the drop-down 

list will include Beaconsfi eld Upper, not 
the other way. 

But for more informal use, everyone 
prefers Upper Beaconsfi eld, or Upper 
Beac for short. It is just easier to say it 
that way. Interestingly, when I lived in 
Pakenham Upper, we always called it 
that, as it rolled off the tongue more 
easily. Or shortened it to Pak Upper.

In the Village Bell archive for 1981, an 
article in issue 16 was titled “Upper-
Beaconsfi eld-Upper or As you like it!”. 
The Beaconsfi eld Upper Association (as 
it was known then) resolved to conduct 
a survey to see what most people 
preferred.

In issue 17 the results were in. Votes for 
village name were: Upper Beaconsfi eld 
80, Beaconsfi eld Upper 16, Both 12, 
Beacon Hills 4, Beacon Heights 2, 
Beaconsfi eld Heights 1.

You must be careful when you make 
acronyms. The General Store in earlier 
days was affectionately called BUGS. 
Wisely, the Upper Beaconsfi eld Men’s 
Shed decided against BUMS. 

Edmund La Touche Armstrong
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Community Centre news
New playground being put to 
good use
With spring in the air, the Keith 
Ewenson playground upgrade is 
proving a popular place to be. Local 
youngsters are giving it the thumbs up 
and enjoying all the new equipment, 
improved landscape and pathways, 
with new picnic table and shelter. 
Be sure to check it out if you haven’t 
already. It is situated behind the 
Community Centre on Salisbury Road.

Winter school holiday program
School holidays came and went fast, 
the Centre was buzzing with Kelly Mini 
Sports coach Charlotte keeping lots of 
busy little feet running around the hall 

enjoying the opportunity to learn some 
basketball and soccer skills.

We also ran the popular art and craft 
workshop where the children relished 
in the creative process making “worry 
dolls” and “spinny wheels”. It was a jam-
packed hour of creating and the kids 
were delighted with their take home 
pieces. We thank the talented Faye 
Gipp for volunteering her skills and time 
at the centre again.

To top off the program we had Heather 
from Prime Sci at Swinburne University 
run a workshop all about the digestive 
system. Heather captivated our 
inquisitive little people in their lab coats 
with a hands-on session on how the 
digestive system works, along with an 

experimental task 
of making poo. Fully 
engaged in this 
activity the primary 
aged scientists also 
had the opportunity 
to see and touch 
animal tongues and 
intestines. Not for 
the faint hearted!   

Don’t forget to book 
your sessions for the 
next school holiday 
program. 

What’s on 
offer at the 
Community 
Centre?
Tumultuous term 
3! With lockdowns, 
interruptions and 
delayed start dates 
to our classes, 
we are looking 
forward to the 
promise of term 
4. With improved 

weather and the opportunity to do 
more outdoors, we are excited to be 
offering some interesting activities 
for everyone in the community. You’ll 
fi nd our popular lifestyle classes, fi rst 
aid courses and digital technology 
workshops. 

Plus, we are excited to offer a free 
workshop with local Amanda Bartorelli, 
a Holistic Nutritionist and Coach. 
The focus will be on the link between 
physical and mental health, nutrition, 
and wellbeing.

Another local resident has kindly 
offered her skills to teach teens how to 
manage money. Karleen is excited to be 
empowering and educating the youth 
in our community on all things fi nance. 

Louis will be offering two extra classes 
in term 4, with kickboxing to remain 
on Tuesday nights, he will also offer a 
ladies’ defence class and a youth class. 
Cake decorating is on the radar too. 
Continue to check in on our socials and 
grab a term program to see what’s on 
offer.

We are exploring the option of an 
outdoor experience based on the Wim 
Hof Method, with a community breathe 
and cold-water immersion workshop. 
More details to come.

How can we help?
We love the community of kind, like-
minded people we have here. We strive 
to share the Centre with everyone 
in the local vicinity. We are here to 
support our residents in many ways. 
Are you in need of support?  Do you 
know someone in need of a pick me 

your 1st Order

Sign up for delivery online

SAVE MONEY ON YOUR
GROCERIES 

Fruit | Veg | Fresh Bread | Dairy |
Meat | Small Goods | Pantry Staples |

 Gluten Free | Dairy Free | Plant
Based | Health Foods |Vegan

Products

MAKE A DIFFERENCE WHILE YOU SHOP.

Zero waste packaging philosophy

No Palm Oil

100% Aussie Produce

Local Berries in compostable punnets

Support Local Family Business when you register online before 1 May 2021
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up? We still can take nominations 
(with discretion) for the complimentary 
service or food hamper for a person in 
need and a helping hand. Please email 
me if you have any suggestions. 

Community consultation 
questionnaire
Our questionnaire deadline came to an 
end, and we captured some fantastic 
feedback, comments, and suggestions. 
We are analysing the results and 
adapting our program to suit the 
needs and wants of our community. We 
welcome further suggestions and invite 
you to pop in at any time and chat to 
us about improving our service.

Congratulations to Allison Marshall for 
winning The General Store voucher.

Community foodbank – take 
what you need
The Centre continues to offer a free 
foodbank to our local community. We 
are constantly replenishing the shelves 
with some staple foods to aid those in 
need. The foodbank is located outside, 
in front of the community room on 
Salisbury Road. Take what you need – 
there is no judgement.  

Janelle Sale
janelle@ubcc.org.au
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BUPS lockdown
Whoever would have thought
Lockdown number six!
We had to get class organised
Again so very quick

But of course we all could do it
We’ve all been here before
We organise the children,
Before they leave our doors

Then onto online learning 
Not a chance to sigh
The class is set, the cameras on
Before you can blink an eye

Our grids are up, timetables done
Our booking line is ready
Our meets begin, our kids are there
And everything is steady

We hold their hands and listen too
When everything’s not right
Of course we do this tirelessly
While working through our nights

But our students are important
To us they’re just the best
And who but us will be there
When they’re put through this test

For while we 
understand this
And of course we 
will be wary
For many of our students
This time is just plain scary

So when we help our students
As many of us do
It’s not just academics
Wellbeing’s important too

Remember we’re community
And parents do their best
And while it’s hard for us
They too might need a rest

And when the time is over
And this lockdowns at an end
We’ll all come back to BUPS
And together we will mend

For now, just catch your breath
Take time to have a rest
For the team we have at BUPS 
Is really just the best

Vicki Miles

Varied activities 
at the Early 
Learning Centre 
This term we have been 
exploring many topics 
within the ELC including 
NAIDOC Week and the 
Olympics!

We learnt about many 
different things through 
play including shapes, 
counting, sharing, building friendships, 
self-help skills and so on.

The children have also enjoyed the new 
playground that has been built behind 
our Centre and we are excited to begin 
utilising this throughout the day.

We would love your children to learn 
and play with us! We have limited 
vacancies available for full and half 
days so please feel free to enquire. 

Please have a look at our website 
(www.ubcc.org.au) for more information 
and for our virtual centre tour. 

Alternatively, you can contact the ELC 
at the Community Centre on 5944 
3484, email us on elc@ubcc.org.au or 
visit us at 10-12 Salisbury Road, Upper 
Beaconsfi eld. 

Elli Heath, Director
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Council news for Upper Beaconsfi eld
Keith Ewenson Park Playground 
renewal
Council has worked closely with the 
Upper Beaconsfi eld community to 
create a new play space at Keith 
Ewenson Park. I thank community 
members who provided input into the 
design of the project. 

Council listened to what you told 
us and have created an exciting 
play space that caters for children 
of all ages. This upgrade is jointly 
funded by council and the Victorian 
Government’s Local Parks Program. 
An offi cial opening for the playground 
is envisaged to be held in October, 
pending COVID-19 restrictions. 

Green waste drop-off 
Clean up your garden and help reduce 
the fi re fuel load on your property in the 
lead up to summer. 

Council’s green waste drop-off days 
are a FREE service to dispose of green 
waste including garden prunings, 
leaves, grass clippings, weeds, tree 
branches and small tree trunks (up 
to 30 centimetres wide and 1 metre 
long). Dropped off green waste will 
be composted and used for Victorian 
farms and gardens. Residents must 
present photo ID as proof of residence 
within Cardinia Shire to access the free 
service. 

Dates and places:
1. Friday 22 – Monday 25 October 

2021. 9 am–4 pm. At Pakenham, 
Future Recycling Transfer Station 30-
32 Exchange Drive, Pakenham.

2. Friday 12 – Monday 15 November 
2021. Friday/Monday 7 am–4 pm, 
Saturday/Sunday 8 am–12 pm. At 
Lysterfi eld, Cleanaway Resource 
Recovery Centre, 840 Wellington Rd, 
Lysterfi eld.

For more information visit www.
cardinia.vic.gov.au/dropoff 

COVID-19 updates
Online help hub 
www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/coronavirus 

Cardinia COVID-19 online help hub

There is a range of information to help 
you navigate the COVID-19 pandemic 
including updates on Council services, 

links to vaccine 
information 
and support 
services including rates relief, mental 
health support and job seeker skills. 

Local support services

COVID-19 has affected many people 
in the Cardinia Shire community and 
there are many support services who 
can help. From housing through to 
fi nancial assistance, mental health 
support, family violence support, 
employment advice and material aid, 
download our local support services 
directory from our COVID-19 online hub 
and get the help you need today. 

Buy Local

From wineries, bakeries and cafes to 
business support services, training and 
education, and tradespeople, you’ll fi nd 
it all here in Cardinia Shire. Check out 
our Buy Local Map at www.cardinia.vic.
gov.au/buylocal 

For up-to-date COVID-19 information 
visit www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au 

Sealing the Hills
Sealing the Hills project has received 
$150 million funding from the 
Australian Government and will be 
delivered as a series of individual 
projects on 164 prioritised roads, over 
the next nine years as part of Council’s 
Better Local Roads program.

The fi rst of 15 Upper Beaconsfi eld roads 
to be sealed will be Armstrong Road 
which is scheduled for construction 
in early 2022 (subject to fi nal Special 
Charge Scheme approvals). 

The design of Armstrong Road 
is well underway. Council will 
use sustainable materials in our 
construction of Armstrong Road and 
other roads wherever possible and 
feasible including using crushed rock 
and asphalt products with a high 
percentage of recycled content.

For more information about the 
Sealing the Hills project, please call 
council on 1300 787 624 or visit our 
website at: www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/
betterlocalroads .

Cr Brett Owen

Contact 
Mayor Cr Brett Owen
e: b.owen@cardinia.vic.gov.au

p: 0418 993 370

Facebook Councillor Brett Owen - 
Beacon Hills Ward, Cardinia Shire
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St John’s – burning questions
If you have a small child, or have one 
near, you will have experienced those 
moments when a huge life question 
seemingly comes out of nowhere! The 
other day, as we drove home from 
school my 5-year-old, William, stopped 
what he was chatting about (probably 
Pokémon) and asked, “Mum if lightning 
is hotter than the sun why don’t we all 
burn up?” He followed it up with “Where 
does God live?” Then “Why can we see 
the moon during the day?” Then a very 
direct question about the condensation 
on the grass “How did it get there if it 
didn’t rain?” His little brain was bursting 
with questions about life and the world 
around him. 

As adults, it can be easy for us to stop 
asking questions about the world, life, 
our purpose and our place in it. We get 
busy, we have google, and when we 
do get to sit for a moment and have a 
chat over a cuppa with someone, how 
on earth do you bring up the question 

of existence or purpose or even 
experiences like loneliness and being 
overwhelmed? 

I have been contemplating this idea 
and have come up with what I think will 
be a win. I would like to give people the 
opportunity to ask me those questions. 
It can be hard, and honestly a little 
scary, to actually stop and think about 
the big questions of life and I am not 
promising all the answers. But if you 
want to ask, in person, anonymously, or 
via e-mail or the phone, then I am here 
to listen and give my Anglican minister 
perspective. Some questions I have 
been asked in the past include: what is 
the meaning of life? If God is good, why 
do bad things happen? Why is there 
pain? Is my grandma in heaven? How 
can you prove God is real? 

If you get a moment, perhaps in the 
shower, driving to work or on your daily 
walk, turn off the music, Facebook 

or TikTok, and just spend some time 
in your own thoughts. Ask yourself 
what you honestly believe and why? 
If you would like to chat, vent, cry, ask 
or laugh then please e-mail me at 
shannon.m.lee@outlook.com or call/
text on 0410 619 796. Heading into 
Christmas we will be doing a three-
week series at church on these big life 
questions. Join us on 24 and 31 October 
and 7 November. If you have any 
questions you want me to specifi cally 
answer in those weeks, please let me 
know. 

Shannon Lee, Vicar

Singathon and “Flying Free” therapy choir 
What a year! We’re so proud of the 
entire MYC community – teachers, 
choristers, parents and volunteers. 
We’re switching from online to face-
to-face at the drop of a hat; we’re 
preparing for events that don’t 
come off; we’re engaging in a super 
Singathon; and showing great fl exibility 
and resilience through it all!

This year MYC was offered an 
opportunity to perform in Carmen 
with Opera Australia. It was awesome 
to watch the choir coming back up 
to standard after so long online. 
Unfortunately it didn’t come off due 
to lockdown. However, it was a great 
experience for the 
choristers to learn the 
repertoire in French.

While we’re learning 
new repertoire for 
our community trivia 
afternoon and showcase 
concert on 18 September 
(watch our website and 
Facebook for details), 
some other exciting 
things have been 
happening.

We were delighted to 
receive a letter from Brad 
Battin advising that MYC 
has received a VicHealth 
Reimagining Health 
grant. It covers start-up 
costs for our brand new 

“Flying Free” therapy choir for children 
who live with an intellectual disability 
aged 8-11. The choir will be directed by 
a registered speech pathologist and 
a multidisciplinary team will develop 
individualised learning plans for 
each chorister. Please contact Kerry 
at manager.myc@gmail.com for an 
application form and spread the word! 
We’re so glad to be able to offer this 
opportunity!

During all the uncertainty our choristers 
have been doing a 35th anniversary 
celebration Singathon in conjunction 
with our annual appeal. This appeal 
is fundamentally important to MYC 

being able 
to offer the 
gift of music 
in the future and our choristers are 
spending extra time learning music 
and exercises, which are being marked 
by teachers. This is in addition to 
their regular musicianship lessons 
and rehearsals. We’re aiming for 600 
exercises and they’re up to 108. Go 
choristers! You can fi nd out more about 
MYC and the Singathon at https://
myc-singathon-2021.raisely.com Every 
small donation counts. Thanks for 
your support – your generosity really 
encourages our choristers.

We have a special project 
planned in collaboration with 
Piano Project, a charitable 
organisation that provides 
piano lessons to refugee 
children. We love having 
discovered an organisation 
with aims and goals so 
similar to our own and look 
forward to the performance 
we’re hoping to hold at 
Tempo Rubato in Brunswick.

And fi nally … to celebrate 35 
years we’re working towards 
an anniversary concert in 
fourth term as our last hurrah 
for the year. Stay tuned! 

Kerry Alexander
Manager Melbourne Youth 

Chorale
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Shed activities and philosophy
The Shed or “man cave” has been in 
existence for a long time.

In Australia it consists mainly of the 
barbie in the back yard or shed, shared 
by blokes with similar hobbies or 
interests. Many such shed gatherings 
are still very active today. Much 
practical information and acquired 
skills are shared. Some of the older 
“making” skills such as blacksmithing, 
machining, car-pentry or simply the use 
of hand tools are shared. Others delve 
into electronics, radios, computers and 
micro-processors.

There always is a strong focus on 
camaraderie and the desire to “tinker” 
with existing devices, to re-furbish or 
the making of new ones. Some make 
guitars and violins in their own garage.

One group constructed a bush hut 
(Logan’s Hut), and hold informal 
musical evenings with guest artists or 
karaoke. Every one brings something 
for the barbie and at times the hat 
is passed around to fund artists or 
outings to musical events.

People from all walks of life often 
operate in this informal, shared 
environment, in either a home shed 
or communal shed. Today there are 
two distinct groups that have a shed 
as common meeting place. There 
still are many who do not like a “too-
formal” committee led activity or the 
communal work-shop shared by many 
(now where is that spanner?) As you 

age, old habits fi rm and fl exibility 
decreases. The mortality rate is 
closer to home, and time becomes 
more precious. You are cautious 
about wasting time on an unknown 
venture. There are many dedicated 
and successful shed or club groups, 
such as car, machinery & arts, popular 
with a select interest minority. This is 
attractive as every one is “on the same 
page”.

Concurrently. the communal Men’s 
Shed by its very nature has to have 
a much broader charter, and has to 
facilitate all. This is what makes them 
exciting, as no shed is the same.

Men’s Sheds require more 
accountability, and for some to take the 
leadership, and the membership fees 
have to pay the shed bills. But always, 
every one is equal, and no one is “more 
equal”. Now, we see the rapid expansion 
of Men’s Sheds in Australia, with only a 
minority disbanding. Not perfect, but 
most rewarding if run properly. After 
all, it’s all about having a good and 
meaningful time with a mate. Talking 
with a mate, sharing with a mate. A 
Men’s Shed being autonomous gives 
us a lot of fl exibility, and can be very 
democratic, without bias, without 
unnecessary “outside” infl uence. There 
must be no gender or age barriers 
(Although women come from Venus, 
and men from Mars). And always there 
are new possibilities.

Today there is an increasing amount 
of interest shown by women and the 
young, who also like to share in some of 
the activities, either socially or perhaps 
by learning some basic practical 
handyman skills.

All the time the Sheds throughout the 
countryside have modifi cations and 
expansions to cope with new activities, 
equipment and technology. Communal 
Men’s Sheds have full accountability, 
responsibility and maintain records of 
stock & fi nance. Public and business 
awareness is increasing, and often 
goods, materials or money is donated. 
By its very nature the Shed is local, and 
members often become involved in 
their own unique activity, or simply drop 
in for a cup of coffee, or barbie. It’s all 
about a low formality and having an 
enjoyable and meaningful time.

Some simply look for camaraderie 
as they try to avoid isolation and 
stagnation.

Often a monthly newsletter is 
produced. The SHEDaustralis 
newsletter also is a new and effective 
communication platform, hopefully to 
the benefi t of all interested readers, 
family and general public.

No matter what, the population is 
aging, and many of us now have some 
free time, which must have a purpose.

Bert de Haan

Services supporting Cardinia Shire
Call these services to fi nd the group, 
program, or service most suited to you.

Alcohol and Drugs
Taskforce 9532 0811

Children's Services
Communities for Children 0457 825 076

Culturally & Linguistically Diverse
Southern Migrant and Refugee Centre 
9767 1900

Carer Support
Alfred Health Carer Services 
1800 512 121

Community Health
Monash Health 1300 342 273

Counselling
Windermere 1300 946 337

Disability
Irabina Autism Services 9720 1118

SCOPE 1300 472 673

Education
Uniting School Attendance Support 
5945 3900

Family support
Uniting 5945 3900

Food
Salvation Army 5941 4906

Family Violence

1800 RESPECT 1800 737 732

Gambling
Gamblers Health Southern 
1800 858 858

Housing & Homelessness
WAYSS 9703 0044

Legal advice & support
Peninsula Community Legal Centre

1800 064 784

Mental Health
ERMHA 1300 376 421

MIND Australia 1300 286 463

Parent/ family support
Anglicare ParentZone Hub 9781 6767

CatholicCare 1800 522 076

Kooweerup Regional Health Service 
5997 9679

Sexual Assault
SE Centre Against Sexual Assault and 
Family Violence 1800 806 292

Youth
Kids Helpline 1800 551 800

Youth Support Program 1800 4 YOUTH
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New team for 
Maroons cricket
Initial doubts about a 
smooth succession for the 
2021/22 cricket season have 
been swept away as a fresh 
team has emerged to steer 
the Upper Beaconsfi eld 
Maroons into the future.

With Kate Watt (secretary) 
at the helm and Peter 
Brennan (treasurer) in 
support the club is excited 
to welcome a band of 
willing workers. Our junior 
coordinators have doubled 
as Nick Payne and Gerard 
McKee join forces to broaden 
our junior development. 
The talented duo has been 
backed by Vanessa Brit, 
Katie McKee, Josie Truscott, 
and Karen Cardy.

On top of this Luke Williams 
becomes our new Recreation 
Reserve representative, 

while Chris Pentland 
continues in the role of vice 
president and chairman of 
selectors. This pair adds a 
wealth of experience to the 
team. Senior cricket is due 
to commence on 2 October 
while the youngsters 
emerge on Friday 8 
October. Registrations 
are now open at www.
upperbeaconsfi eldcricketclub.com 

If you would like to test your 
skill, why not contact Chris 
Pentland (0458 020 522). 
He’d welcome new senior 
players. Nick Payne (0406 
039 433) will provide a warm 
welcome for young people. 
The club is hoping to build 
upon its success and would 
be rapt to see our female 
numbers increase.

Nick Payne

News from the courts
The tennis club has unfortunately 
once again had to close its gates due 
to lockdown number 6. All junior and 
senior weekend competitions, midweek 
ladies competition, four nights of intra 
club social competitions and UBTC 
coaching has been put on hold. Fingers 
crossed we are back on the courts very 
soon! Apart from lockdown, other news 
from around the club includes:

• The juniors are nearing the end 
of the season with fi nals a couple 
of weeks away. Several teams are 
within striking distance of making 
the fi nals and hopefully everything 
goes their way to sneak in. Look out 
for our juniors wearing their new 
tennis club t-shirts while on the 
courts and around town.

• Congratulations to Claudia and 
Jordy on being invited to represent 
the BDTA in the 2021 U/18 
Associations Junior League. We wish 
you all the best and are sure you will 
do Upper Beac proud!

• All three of the weekend senior 
teams will be playing in the 
upcoming fi nals which is a great 

achievement. If you are walking 
past the tennis club on a Saturday 
afternoon, be sure to cheer them on. 

• The tennis club will have a working 
bee on Sunday 12 September from 
10 am until midday. All are welcome 
to attend to assist with gardening 
and general maintenance, with a 
BBQ provided at the end.

• After all the wet and windy weather 
that we have experienced over the 
past couple of months, it has taken 
a lot of work to maintain the courts 
and keep them playable for the 
community to play tennis that night 
or the following day. Fortunately, the 
club has some committed members 
who are constantly going above and 
beyond to assist (often called upon 
at the last minute) and the club is 
very grateful for all the work they 
do. Anyone is welcome to contact 
the club to learn the art of how to 
maintain the courts to assist in the 
future.

If you are interested in playing tennis 
the Club offers a wide range of tennis 
to suit everyone! This includes night 

tennis, mid-week ladies, 
juniors and senior 
competitions. If you are 
interested in any of these, contact us 
and we will be happy to help with any 
queries.

upperbeaconsfi eldtc@gmail.
com, www.facebook.com/
upperbeaconsfi eldtennisclub

Coaching is offering a full range 
of programs including; Hot Shots, 
Group Lessons, Semi-Private and 
Private lessons, Squad Coaching, 
Cardio Tennis, a School Program and 
Holiday Programs. Those interested 
in organising coaching please contact 
Karen on 0403 454 554 or Karen@
ultimatetennismelbourne.com 

COVID update: When we reopen and 
you attend the club, please register 
your attendance by using the QR code.

Hopefully the club can reopen soon and 
we will see many of you up there eager 
to get back out on the courts!

Caitlin Butler
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Golf during the pandemic
Covid has brought with it masks 
and QR codes and sanitiser and 
lockdowns but what other impact 
has it had on the way we play our 
golf at Beaconhills? There have been 
adaptions to minimise things touched 
by more than one person – rakes 
in bunkers and sand buckets have 
disappeared at times and for some 
time fl ags were not able to be removed 
when putting. Many more golfers now 
use an app on their phone to keep their 
score and the number permitted in 
groups has fl uctuated and competition 
golf has not always been permitted. 

There are a growing number of 
enthusiastic players in a popular 
women’s clinic held Tuesday mornings. 
If you are interested give the pro shop a 
call on 5945 9230 and speak to one of 
the club professionals – Dylan Higgins 
or Bryce Bell.

Events
One major event has recently been 
played and won – an individual 

handicap matchplay knockout event 
known as the Nightingale, named 
after former president Frank. After a 

gruelling 35 holes (semi-fi nal and fi nal) 
Matt Worthington held on to defeat 
Joe Marsiglio with the deciding putt on 
the 18th. Congratulations to the club’s 
social media guru Alistair Conn for 
winning the May Monthly Medal. Paul 
Jones won the June monthly medal, 
Greg Seymour July Monthly Medal and 
local Mathew Cornthwaite popped his 
head up to win a Midweek Monthly 
Medal. Club member Laura Griffi n 
was undefeated for the season in 
Commonwealth Golf Club’s victory over 
Victoria Golf Club in the Division One 
Women’s Pennant Final. 

New deck
A new deck outside the spike bar has 
been completed and the 6th bunker 
is now in play after the renovation 
completed by our ground staff. We 
have also installed a shade sail over the 
deck near the practice putting green. 
A big thanks to local resident Andrew 
Clarnette for his assistance with these 
projects.

Thank you!
A big thanks to the local community 
from Andrew Conn, our barman/caterer. 
He had bookings for a big Friday and 
Saturday when Lockdown #5 hit. A call-
out to the community on social media 
resulted in over 200 take-away meals 
leaving the kitchen on Friday night 
alone. After that success, the kitchen 
continued to offer takeaway on Friday 
and Wednesday – usually our popular 
Bistro nights. Lockdown #6 #7 #8? 
Menus will be posted on Instagram: 
cardiniabeaconhillsfunctions and 
Facebook: Cardinia Beaconhills Bistro 
and Functions.

Matt van der Kraan
Club Manager

1st Upper Beaconsfi eld Scouts 
We invite all Upper Beaconsfi eld youth 
to come and try Scouts. This is an 
opportunity for youth to reconnect 
with nature, make new friends and get 
active. 

We are also looking for leaders and 
assistants to help running our great 
programs. Scouts really is for everyone, 
we’d love you to come and check it out. 

Contact Andrew on 0418 334 140 or 
leader@1stupperbeaconsfi eld.com

All sections of our Scout Group meet 
at the Igloo, Upper Beaconsfi eld 

Recreation Reserve.
Joeys 5-7 years

Monday 5.30-6.30 pm
Cubs 7-10 years

Monday 7.00-8.30 pm
Scouts 10-14 years

Tuesday 7.00-9.00 pm
Venturers 14-17 years
Monday 7.30-9.30 pm

Rovers 18-25 years
Thursday from 7.30 pm

Matt Worthington
2021 Frank Nightingale Trophy winner
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TREE & 
STUMP 

REMOVAL
– Trees lopped 
– Green waste removal – Slashing 
– Wood splitting or hire 
– On site mulching   

0411 331 573   Grant  
0412 672 048   Craig

VILLAGE BELL BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Thank you to Village Bell advertisers who service and support our community

Affordable rates advertising.villagebell@gmail.com

• Ride-on & hand mowing 
• Garden maintenance
• Rubbish removal
• Trimming  
• Handyman service

BERT MOSTERD     
0402 472 996

Phone 0411 044 745
Open Mon–Fri 6 am–5 pm, Sat 7 am–1 pm

ALL GOODS BAKED DAILY ON PREMISES

We use Australian fl our, dairy, meat, fruit 

& vegetables. By supporting us you are 

helping to support Aussie farmers

THANK YOU!!

Fire wood Fire wood 
Splitting ServiceSplitting Service

Professional service 
with a commercial machine 

which can split just about anything

Can split 4 – 6 cubic metres per hour

Contact Paul 

0402 521 350

CONVEYANCING PTY LTD

ANN BENTLEY
Shop 2,

31-33 Beaconsfi eld-Emerald Rd
Upper Beaconsfi eld

Phone: 5944 3566 Fax: 5944 3571

info@rivendellconveyancing.com.au

Offi  ce Loca  ons:Offi  ce Loca  ons:
Pakenham

Narre Warren
Drouin

Yarra Junc  on
Phone: 5941 5166Phone: 5941 5166
Email: recep  on@mepsteadlawyers.com.au

beaconsfield 
chiropractic

Craig Carter   Steve Pratt   Sergio Carlei

9796 1110
16 Wood St, Beaconsfield

KOONKIE WOORUN
Angora Stud (est. 1974)

Angora does and kids available early January
Mohair sales to handspinners

Hilary Day
5944 3321 or 0417 038 935 
hmday@ozemail.com.au

Petruccelli Art Classes
Adult art classes in oil 
& pastel painting

Sunday mornings, 
Monday mornings
or Monday afternoons 

102 Stoney Creek Rd 

Upper Beaconsfi eld 

5944 3224

Upper Beaconsfi eld  
Community Hall

Family functions, 
club fundraisers

Bookings please

leave a message

5944 3219
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General Property / Site Clean ups
Driveways Graded & Retopped
Gravel and Mulch spread
Post Hole Digging
Retaining Walls
Excavation
Trenching

Light/Flag Pole Installation
Augering to 3m deep

Tight Access to 1m wide 
General Chainsawing

24 hr Animal Burial
Shed Cuts

Drains

Bobcat & 1.7t Excavator

Christian Studham

0431 151 787

EXECUTIVE 
LANDSCAPES

Design & Construct
Brick, Stone & Cobblestone Paving 
Rock & Water Features 
Bobcat & Tipper Hire

0403 322 409
www.executivelandscapes.com.au

Air Conditioning, Mechanical Services, 

General Plumbing, Water Renewals, 

Heating & Ventilation, Maintenance, 

Repairs, Split Systems, C.F.C. Accredited

Paul La Roche 0417 356 135
larocheair@bigpond.com.au

Licence No. 29118

Renovate by 
resurfacing

We specialise in kitchen and bathroom 
resurfacing makeovers.
Resurfacing is around 1/3 the cost of 
traditional renovations.
• Full kitchens
• Bench tops
• Full bathrooms
• Bath tubs
• Shower bases
• Flooring
• Repair and resurface driveways
• All outdoor paved areas
• Permanently restore dirty, stained and 

mouldy grout lines

For more information go to
www.sustainablemakeovers.com.au

or call Rick on 0407 097 525

PO Box 368
Upper Beaconsfi eld

9087 9339  or  0419 567 243
leigh@cliffordelectrics.com.au

CLIFFORD ELECTRICSCLIFFORD ELECTRICS PTY
LTD

Industrial • Commercial • Domestic
ABN 70 073 425 386       REC 2631

UBER and SHEBAH 
Kate 0418 386 181 

Fully accredited, licenced,  
WWChildren check, hire car service.  

Upper Beac driver, clean modern car.   
Perfect for a night out, or  

picking up your kids from a party 
 

Emerald & Hills 
Rideshare 

DB-U 31237

Horse dentistry for the 21st century
• Performance fl oating for competition horses
• Remedial dentistry / bit seating
• Foal, adult & senior horse dental checks

Dr Paul Owens
Veterinary Surgeon BVSc MRCVS

Horse Vet Dentist
0451 664 373
www.horsevetdentist.com.au
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ANTI - WRINKLE
Injections & Dermal Fillers

Dr Anshu Malhotra
Dr Puneet Malhotra

OPERATING HOURS
Mon, Wed-Fri    8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Tues                8:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Sat                9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Ph: (03) 9044 0750 
Fax: (03) 9111 8502

www.ubgp.com.au
reception@ubgp.com.au

51 Beaconsfield-Emerald Rd,
Upper Beaconsfield, VIC 3808

Upper Beaconsfield GP Practice.

SKIN CANCER CLINIC

Get assurance by 
getting skin cosmetic 
procedure by a 
qualified Cosmetic GP 

Competitive Rates

Anti-wrinkle and 
Dermal filler injections 
are available now at 
Upper Beaconsfield 
GP Practice 

Skin Cancer Clinic

DELIVERING FOR 
LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
& FAMILIES AS 
WE GROW.

ADVERTISEMENT

Harriet Shing MP
LABOR MEMBER FOR 
EASTERN VICTORIA REGION

Authorised by H Shing, 216 Commercial Rd, Morwell. Funded from Parliamentary budget.

216 Commercial Road, Morwell VIC 3840
P: 1300 103 199  E: harriet.shing@parliament.vic.gov.au
    harrietshingmp       @ShingvWorld

FB and IG @karmakazi.apparel 

Karenne Gregory
0418 303 843       karmakazi.apparel@gmail.com

Creeator 
of hhappy cloothes

1899 Illustrated 
Guide to the 
Beaconsfield Ranges 
Available at

General Store and Community Centre

$20



We strive to provide high 

quality clinical care using 

our knowledge, skills and 

passion. We put patients 

at the heart of everything 

we do and provide 

optimum personalised 

care that makes a 

difference to the patient’s 

experience at our clinic. 

You can now see an 

Osteopath, Podiatrist, 

Dietician, and Exercise 

Physiologist at our clinic. 

We also do cosmetic skin 

injections and dermal 

fillers.

Comprehensive Cardiac 

services available on site 

including Holter, ECHO 

and ABPM.

Dr Anshu Malhotra

MRCGP (UK, 2008), FRACGP,  
DFSRH, DRCOG

GP Principal

Dr Puneet Malhotra

MRCGP (UK, 2010), FRACGP,  
DFSRH, DRCOG, PG Dip HCL

GP Principal

www.ubgp.com.au
reception@ubgp.com.au

Ph :   (03) 9044 0750
Fax :  (03) 9111 8502

51 Beaconsfield-Emerald Rd
Upper Beaconsfield, Vic 3808

Opening hours:

Mon, Wed–Fri  8 am – 5 pm
Tues   8 am – 6 pm
Sat   9 am – 2 pm

 

GP PRACTICE

Ear Syringing

Immunisations

Travel Clinic

Iron Infusion

Pre-Employment 

Check

Commercial Licence 

Medical

Minor Surgical 

Procedures

Hepatitis B and C 

Treatment

Smoking Cessation

Men’s Health

Child and Women’s 

Health

IUDs and Sub 

Dermal Implants

Family Medicine

Chronic Disease  

Management

Pathology Services

Skin Check

Diabetic Clinic

Emergency Care

Let’s grow together! My Expert® is an award-winning Home Loan, 
Conveyancing, Wealth and risk insurance 
business owned by well-known Beaconsfield 
Upper local, Brett Wadelton. Our Experts are 
here to help you secure your home loan, reach 
a successful settlement, protect your assets and 
grow your financial future.
Call 1300 My Expert (1300 693 973) 300 693 973) 

myexpert.com.au



EXCAVATIONEXCAVATION
CONCRETECONCRETE
PERGOLASPERGOLAS

DECKINGDECKING
PAVINGPAVING
ROCK WORKROCK WORK

LANDSCAPE DESIGNLANDSCAPE DESIGN
CONSTRUCTIONCONSTRUCTION
RETAINING WALLSRETAINING WALLS

SERVICING STH EASTSERVICING STH EAST
MELB & SURROUNDSMELB & SURROUNDS0411 633 7740411 633 774

www.bluehillslandscape.com.auwww.bluehillslandscape.com.au
BLUE HILLS  LANDSCAPE  &  EXCAVATIONBLUE HILLS  LANDSCAPE  &  EXCAVATION

SAGE ACCOUNTING
Mark A. Sage FCPA
Business Consultant
Registered Tax agent

49 Beaconsfield-Emerald Road, Beaconsfield Upper Vic 3808
T: (03) 5944 3734 M: 0400 865 595 E: masage@tpg.com.au
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Amanda Charles 0400 347 968
www.kayecharles.com.au

Terms and conditions, fees, charges and lending criteria apply. All information including interest rate
is current as at 7 September 2020 and may be subject to change. Full details available on
application. Credit provided by Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian
Credit Licence 237879. A1419239 OUT_1670104, 23/11/2020

…are completely dedicated to you. And with the launch
of our new Complete Home Loan, you’ve never been in
better hands.

Chat to a home loan specialist today, phone Andrew on 
03 9769 5122 or search Bendigo Bank home loans.

Community Bank • Beaconsfield

Our home loan
specialists…


