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SeaSon’S 
GreetinGS

Rear view of Salisbury House 
showing new and old building



Above and top: A flooded Cardinia Creek at Luke Place, Guys Hill 
in mid-October. 

Both images to the right: Stoney (River?) Creek

Below: Michael Prowse observed these spotted pardalotes 
during road sealing works in Armstrong Road. Pardalotes check 
the resulting soft earth mounds, as they make burrows in the 
ground where they lay their eggs.

A journey through spring from early buds 
to full bloom.  
Photos: Sue Barasits and Andrea Murphy
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After the tragedy 
of Ash Wednesday, 
the people of Upper 
Beaconsfield realised 
that it was more 
important than 
ever to celebrate 
and strengthen our 
community. A strong 
community provides 
support, well-being, 
safety, connection and builds resilience.
After a two-year hiatus due to the 
pandemic, we are pleased to report 
that the Village Festival will be 
happening on 19 February 2023!
A refreshed and renewed festival 
committee has been formed and is 
working tirelessly to bring back our 
beloved festival, with assistance from 
the previous committee members and 
the Upper Beaconsfield Community 
Centre. It will connect and showcase 
our many and varied local groups in 
addition to activities for kids (young 
and old) with food and drink, live music 
and more!
Upper Beaconsfield is a precious 
and wild place; an area of significant 
biodiversity. This year, we are striving 
again to be the most sustainable 
festival possible, with the lightest 
ecological footprint possible. No doubt 
you are already accustomed to using 
wooden forks and paper straws. We are 
also asking you to bring your refillable 
water bottle to fill up at our water 

stations, and also your keep cups for 
coffee (since plastic-lined single-use 
coffee cups are a significant burden on 
the environment).
We look forward to spending this day 
together. Please join us in celebrating 
our community.

Tower Run
The popular Tower Run is also back this 
February! The scenic run/walk takes 
entrants up to the iconic water tower 
for stunning morning views. Following 
quiet, mainly unsealed roads through 
our beautiful rolling hills and past rural 
properties, runners and walkers of 

all ages will have the choice of 1 loop 
(6.5 km, 185 m ascent) or 2 loops (13 km, 
370 m ascent). Starting and finishing 
in town, the event coincides with the 
Village Festival so there will be plenty 
of stalls, kids' activities and options for 
post-run coffee and brunch. 

Cash prize
A prize is also on offer for the largest 
group to enter, so get your people 
together and sign up at this link at 
Alpine Timing  
https:/alpinetiming.com.au/rg345

Help needed!
With all other proceeds going back into 
the community, this is a great event 
to be involved.  Volunteers are needed 
to help on the morning of the run. If 
you can help please contact Drew 
Dunstone on 0459 220 059 or by email 
at drewdunstone@gmail.com
See Facebook Upper Beaconsfield 
Tower Run for more updates.

Carl Hirst

2023 marks the 40th anniversary of the devastating 
Ash Wednesday bushfires which rocked our 
community.

On 16 February 1983, 180 fires caused widespread 
destruction across Victoria and South Australia. 
It was one of the worst fire days in a century. Our 
village of Upper Beaconsfield and the neighbouring 
townships suffered greatly at this time. We pay our 
respects to the people who lost their lives – 21 in 
Upper Beaconsfield alone, including 12 firefighters. 186 
homes and other buildings were lost to fire.

Some of us were there in 1983, some of us moved to 
Upper Beaconsfield after that time, and some were 
not even born yet. Nevertheless, Ash Wednesday will 
always remain in our hearts and minds as a time we 
will never forget. See page 13.

Christmas Eve Santa run and carols
Once again, Santa and his helpers will be 

making their way around the streets of Upper 
Beaconsfield this Christmas Eve on the back of 

one of our fire trucks spreading Christmas 
cheer and handing out lollies for the kids (big 
and small).

Santa will start his run from the North Pole 
and head down to Guys Hill, then back to 
St Georges Road, Brennan Avenue, the 

Cenotaph, Valley Drive, Stoney Creek 
Road, Grant Court, Burton Road, 
Paul Grove, Beaconsfield-Emerald 

Road, before finishing at the Upper 
Beaconsfield carols. You won’t miss him. 

Make sure you give him a wave!

* Check the socials closer to Christmas Eve 
for details about the carols. 

Sunday 
19th 

February

Ash Wednesday 
 commemoration
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Month 45 yr av. 2021 2022

Jan 63.6 106.3 64.0

Feb 58.4 19.0 4.0

Mar 64.2 80.4 81.8

Apr 78.3 63.3 89.5

May 86.1 71.5 46.6

Jun 80.3 90.0 123.6

Jul 78.6 79.6 56.4

Aug 85.7 55.1 147.3

Sep 90.6 139.4 56.1

Oct 94.3 129.4 184.8

Nov 86.5 118.3

Dec 80.4 32.0

Total 947 mm 984 mm

Rainfall on St Georges Road 

A drying wish
If you crave grey skies, rain, and soggy 
ground, you might be feeling like a pig 
in mud.

For our area, spring is the wettest 
season, and it has delivered by the 
bucket load.

August rain was a considerable 
147.3 mm, 92 mm up on last year and 
61 mm above the average. September 
underwhelmed with 56.1 mm, 83 mm 
less than last year and 34.5 mm less 
than average. Then October deluged 
with 184.8 mm, 55 mm above last year 
and 90.5 mm over the average.

For the three months our spring rains 
were 64 mm more than last year and 
118 mm above the long-term average. 
Extraordinarily wet it has been and 
good for the environment, the rivers 
and the water table. Not great for my 
bees, not good if you work outside, 
and worse if you reside in a flood zone. 
I imagine many of you would think 
we have had enough rain for now. If 
so, your drying wish may about to be 
granted.

The weather patterns that make up a 
La Niña event caused a wetter than 
normal spring. In early November, the 
BOM suggested La Niña might slowly 
make its way off to another land, and 
that our exuberant rainfall will return 
to normal. As we head into summer, 

the dams and reservoirs are full, and 
the greenery stretches as far as the eye 
can see. As the sunshine and warmth 
creeps back, our patch looks and feels 
its absolute best. I hope you get time to 
take it in and enjoy where we live.

As for the BOM. They spent a fortune 
to rebrand. They sought to be called 
The Bureau, only to cave in and revert 
to whatever we would like to call them, 
aka the BOM. Best they stick to their 
knitting and improve their weather 
reporting. For Upper Beaconsfield, the 
BOM’s reports are often wayward of 
our local reality. I can’t imagine The 
Bureau was going to stitch together a 
more accurate weather report. Maybe 
they need a BOM under them!

Andrew Rewell

Village Bell Issue No. 230 
December 2022

Editorial coordinator  
Helen Smith tel 5944 3219 
Editorial team Julie Born, Linda 
Burridge, Des Lavery, Caro Letts, 
Cheryl O’Gallagher 
Layout Marianne Rocke 
Photo editor Cameron Rocke 

Next issue: March 2023  
Send articles by  
7 February 2023 to  
villagebell@upperbeaconsfield.org.au

The Village Bell is published by Upper 
Beaconsfield Association Inc., PO 
Box 86, Upper Beaconsfield VIC 
3808. Incorporated 1987. Inc. No. 
A0012780S No material from this 
publication may be reproduced in 
any manner without the permission 
of the editor. The editor reserves 
the right to edit articles for length, 
language, readability and appropriate 
content. The Village Bell advises that 
the views or remarks expressed in 
this publication are not necessarily 
the views of the volunteer Village 
Bell editorial or production team. No 
service or endorsement is implied by 
the listing of advertisers, sponsors or 
contributors.  
The Village Bell is a member of the 
Community Newspaper Association 
of Victoria www.cnav.org.au

Support your Village Bell 
If you like reading the Village Bell, please help to fund it. All we ask is for 
households to pay a yearly $5 support towards producing the Village Bell. 

You can pay $5 at the Post Office, or pay by internet banking to  
Upper Beaconsfield Association Inc., Bendigo Bank, BSB 633-000  
account number 162 580 112. 

Tag your payment with your name so we know who sent it. If you live outside the 
local area we can mail the Bell to you for $15 per year. Thank you!

Thank you Doug & Kerry Bail; K Bree & M Cooper; Janine Dissegna; Cathy 
Hermans; Carl Hirst; F & C Huisman; Kerrin Jones; Tony Knight; Helen Pickford; 
Alison Ryan; Andrew Sale; Gavin Stewart; Graeme Taylor

The Village Bell has a new email:  
villagebell@upperbeaconsfield.org.au

Volunteers welcome to help producing the Village Bell.

Important notice from the Post office
Residents please collect parcel deliveries 
promptly from the Post Office. 

There are many parcels at this 
time of year and storage space is 
limited.
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Carols in the Park Christmas Eve
Christmas is fast approaching, which 
means so are the Upper Beaconsfield 
Carols in the Park, Christmas Eve at 
Keith Ewenson Park, Salisbury Road! 
Arrive at 6.30 for a 7 pm start. 

We are very excited about being a part 
of this wonderful event again this year. 
We are hoping for beautiful weather 
and would encourage all of 
you to come along and enjoy 
the relaxed atmosphere of 
this family friendly event. See 
Santa make a spectacular 
entrance on the CFA fire 
truck, enjoy a sausage sizzle 
courtesy of the Men’s Shed 
and bring a blanket, some 
nibblies and your best singing 
voice to help us celebrate with 
a variety of classic carols and 
some more contemporary 
gems as well.  

Damien Bennett, who has 
been a central figure in 
coordinating this event for 
several years, has moved 

overseas with his family and we would 
like to take this opportunity to extend 
our sincere thanks to Damien for his 
generosity, professionalism, and good 
humour. We wish Damien and his family 
all the very best.  

Singers and musicians
We are thrilled to welcome two new 

musicians and at least one new singer 
to our team this year, and we are 
always looking for more musicians and 
singers to come and join the fun. Any 
age and any level: all are welcome. 
Please contact Odie Barwick on the 
local Facebook pages.

We are also very privileged to have the 
services of Australian Audio 
Visual providing the sound 
system for us again this year. 
Gary and his team are local 
and provide an outstanding 
service and we are delighted 
to have them on board again 
in 2022. Looking forward to a 
great evening!

Thank you to: The Upper 
Beaconsfield Association, 
Cardinia Shire Council, CFA, 
Men’s Shed, and especially the 
carols musicians and singers.

Lionel Bailey 

Wet weather damages local roads
Tens of thousands of potholes have 
developed in roads all over Victoria 
following the October heavy rain. When 
water seeps into cracks in the road’s 
surface it causes the surface to weaken 
and split. Vehicles travelling over the 
road worsen the process, eventually 
leading to chunks of the asphalt 
coming away entirely – resulting in a 
pothole. Once the primary pothole has 
formed, they quickly grow.

Local roads have not been immune. 
Potholes have suddenly appeared in 
unexpected places. To 
avoid damage to your 
car, RACV recommends 
that drivers slow down, 
look out for potholes, 
keep a safe distance 
from other cars, and 
avoid swerving if there 
are other cars nearby. 
Large potholes have 
the potential to cause 
severe damage to car 
tyres, wheels, suspension, 
exhaust and/or vehicle 
body. If you accidentally 
hit a pothole, check your 
car for signs of damage. 
This includes sagging or 
bulging tyres, cracked 
or misshapen rims, and 

damage to the vehicle’s body. Pay extra 
attention to how your car drives in the 
days following as well, keeping an eye 
out for signs like your steering pulling 
to one side, your wheel vibrating, or 
persistent new sounds.

In Victoria, VicRoads is responsible 
for potholes on arterial roads and 
freeways. Local councils are responsible 
for the non-arterial roads within their 
municipalities. If you see a new pothole, 
report it to the relevant authority. But 
it will take time to fix them all!

Another Salisbury Road landslip
Authorities closed Salisbury Road near 
the Officer Road turnoff in late October 
following a landslip below the road. 
Cardinia Shire Council has advised that 
the road between Carpenter Road and 
Officer Road will be closed to all traffic 
until early January 2023, while they 
undertake repairs. 

Heavy rain in February 2011 caused a 
landslip in this same section of road. 
The barrier and edge of the road 
tilted precariously downhill when 
water washed the road out from 
underneath. There was no alternate 

route in the area due 
to flooded roads or 
trees fallen over roads. 
It took many months 
for the repairs to be 
completed. Consultants 
conducted geotechnical 
investigations for the 
rectification works, 
estimated at over $1 
million. Roadworks 
involved a retaining 
wall to stabilise the 
surrounding area, as well 
as repairs to the road 
surface on a section 
approximately 100 
metres long.

Helen Smith
photo: Dianne Eibl
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How efficient is your home?
There are compelling reasons to 
have an energy efficient home which 
maintains a comfortable indoor 
temperature without heating or 
cooling. Historically, with a milder 
climate and cheaper fuel than Europe, 
we haven’t needed particularly efficient 
homes. We could just turn on the aircon 
or adjust the heater. We didn’t really 
understand energy efficiency with 
respect to buildings, and our building 
codes reflected this.

Residential Efficiency Scorecard 
About eight years ago, the Victorian 
Government developed the Residential 
Efficiency Scorecard (RES). It is the first 
standardised rating tool for existing 
and new homes. Local governments 
use the scorecard when working out 
rebate offers. The financial sector is 
more interested in energy efficiency 
and some banks are offering clean 
energy home loans. RES is now being 
used across Australia.

Accredited assessors can inspect your 
home and give it a star rating out of 
ten. They look at the building shell and 
fixed appliances (air conditioners and 
heating systems). Fridges and other 
unfixed appliances are not included. 
This process takes about 1.5–3 hours, 
depending on the size of your house 
and how involved you would like to 
be in the inspection. You will then get 
a written report detailing what was 
found and where energy improvements 
could be made, and a scorecard 
certificate. There is no set fee for this 
service; each assessor sets their own 
charges, but as a guide it costs about 
$400–$485 for a complete assessment. 

What does the star rating indicate? 

A one-star house costs over $5,000 per 
annum to run; three stars: $1,800 and 
eight stars: $250. To get a nine or ten 
star rating you need solar PV panels. 
Nine stars indicates your panels are 
generating about as much energy as 
you are consuming; ten stars indicates 
you are generating more energy than 
you consume. Even with solar panels, 
there are probably improvements 
to be made. This is included in the 
assessment of houses with panels.

How is your house assessed?
There are three parts to this – building 
shell efficiency, appliance efficiency, 
and user behaviour. 

Zoning. Create smaller areas in your 
home that can be heated/cooled 
more easily. Creative options include 
zone out a west facing room, or a 

draughty laundry or bathroom. Block 
off a hallway with a curtain, or blind, 
or seal a second storey from the lower 
rooms to prevent all warm air escaping 
upstairs in winter. 

Draughts. Find and fix gaps including 
fireplaces, evaporative cooling outlets, 
exhaust vents, skylights, doors and 
windows, gaps where pipes penetrate 
walls, fixed air conditioners and heaters. 
There are a range of draught proofing 
products available. “DraftStoppas” can 
be obtained free in Victoria.

Ceiling insulation. Check Sustainability 
Victoria for more information.

Window improvements. Double 
glazing, good for heat retention 
indoors, can be expensive but there are 
alternatives. Secondary glazing is about 
half the cost. The original window is 
retained, but a second panel is added. 
This can be a DIY project, or it can be 
done professionally. Source second-
hand double-glazed windows. Never 
underestimate the effectiveness of 
curtains and pelmets; these are a good 
place to start if you are on a budget. In 
summer, double glazing doesn’t help; 
radiant heat travels through glass 
very effectively so external shading is 
required. Blinds, awnings, shutters, roller 
shades, overhangs, even deciduous 
vines can be used.

Wall insulation. Insulating walls and 
ceilings can save up to 40% on heating 
and cooling costs.

Underfloor insulation. Important if you 
have a large gap under your house on 
a slope or stilts; less important if your 
house is brick to the ground.

Appliance efficiency and user 
behaviour
Heating and cooling are the biggest 
costs with fixed appliances. Evaporative 
coolers are efficient but will become 
less so due to global warming and 
the increase in the number of hot and 
humid days.

Reverse cycle air conditioners and 
ceiling fans are about the most energy 
efficient way to heat and cool your 
home. Maintain them regularly. If you 
have ducted heating, make sure the 
ducts are in good order. Check https://
www.heatingupgrades.vic.gov.au for 
information on rebates to upgrade your 
gas, electric and wood heaters. 

You can decrease the need for heating 
large spaces by dressing appropriately 
and using small appliances that 
consume less energy like hot water 
bottles, electric blankets, and even 

heated socks! Set the thermostat to 18-
20C in winter and 25-27C in summer.

Hot water systems. The most 
expensive way to heat water is with 
the traditional resistive electric system. 
Solar with a gas booster is cheaper and 
more efficient. Electric heat pumps 
are the most efficient, with several 
government rebates on offer. See 
https://www.solar.vic.gov.au/solar-hot-
water-rebate to see what the options 
are and if you qualify.

Google these sites for more 
information
Australian Government: energy.gov.au

Victorian Government: energy.vic.gov.au 

•	 Victorian	Energy	Compare	an	
independent Victorian government 
site to help you find the best 
electricity offers in your area. Apply 
for the $250 Power Saving Bonus for 
Victorian households here. 

•	 Victorian	Energy	Upgrades	(VEU)	
for homes. This program helps 
households cut power bills and 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
How to upgrade appliances, and 
equipment, including heating, 
cooling, hot water systems, draft 
sealing, and lighting. You may be 
eligible for various energy efficient 
products, installed for free.

•	 Sustainability	Victoria.	Save	energy	
at home, building/renovating for a 
more efficient home, recycling and 
reducing waste.

•	 Solar	Vic	is	a	good	government	
resource if you’re thinking about 
solar panels. You might be eligible for 
a solar panel rebate of up to $1,400, 
interest-free loans for your existing 
home, or new home, and information 
on solar battery and solar hot water 
rebates.

How green is your energy company? 

Visit “The Green Electricity Guide” at 
Greenpeace, who have done all the 
work for you.

Track your energy use via your 
distributor: For Upper Beac this 
AusNet. Information on free in-home 
energy monitors for eligible customers. 
Connect your meter to your smart 
phone to help you track and manage 
your energy consumption.

Useful companies: Enviroflex for 
insulation and Ecomaster for draught 
stopping solutions.

Residential Efficiency Scorecard. RES 
provides training for RES assessors – 
maybe a job opportunity.

Caro Letts 
UB Green Initiatives Group
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“Kids these days”
I just got a job as a litter picker. I asked if 
there was any training: they said I would 
pick it up as I went along.

Reading the responses to an online 
article this week about littering in a 
local park, it was clear that the people 
assumed it was children dropping litter 
and not adults: 

“We need to teach our kids to pick up 
after themselves.”

“It’s the young kids that are trashing 
our world, older people don’t drop 
water bottles, coke cans, McDonalds, 
lolly wrappers. They are brought up 
like this.” 

In my experience the younger 
generation is now taking more care of 
their environment than their parents: 
they are growing up learning about 
climate change and pollution, and that 
every little bit helps.

Our daughter Jessica is going one 
step further. She is collecting litter 
from walking tracks in the local area, 
making the effort to clean up the 
litter that other people have dropped. 
Last weekend we walked the local 
Aqueduct Trail, and she collected an 
astonishing 3 kg of rubbish. She would 
have collected more but the bag was 
stuffed full! It was noticeable how 
many alcohol cans and bottles there 
were. She says: 

Picking up litter is a simple but 
important task. Every year, 8 million 
tons of plastic end up in our oceans. 
This isn’t just caused by people 
dropping it at the beach; if you 
dropped rubbish in the middle of 
Australia it would eventually make 
its way to the ocean. Plastic is 
constantly breaking down into smaller 
and smaller pieces, causing harm to 
many animals. Even very tiny bits of 
plastic (microplastics) can cause harm. 

Microplastics can be eaten 
by plankton, which are eaten 
by larger animals. In the end, 
plastic may end up in the fish 
you eat for dinner. Dumping 
plastic in the environment 
will not only hurt animals but 
it will hurt us as well. If this 
continues, by 2050 there will 
be more plastic in the ocean 
than there are fish. Putting 
rubbish in the right place is one 
of the most important things, if 
not the most important. If you 
gathered all the trash in the 
ocean it could circle the world 

425 times. All the world’s plastic trash 
would stretch between the earth and 
the moon 5,790 times.

Taking responsibility for picking up 
someone else’s litter isn’t just children’s 
jobs, it’s adults too. Hopefully, you will 
now be able to see how important it is 
to do the right thing with rubbish.

Next time we will take more bags with 
us.

Jessica has volunteered in the past 
to partake in the ‘Enviro-Warrior’ 
programme through BUPS, Cardinia 
Shire Council, and the Upper 
Beaconsfield Village Festival. The 
programme is running again this year 
and she would encourage local children, 
especially in BUPS, to take part.

Jessica and Odie Barwick

Upper Beaconsfield dog tails
Dogs are certainly a big part of our 
community and are much loved family 
members of many households. The 
weekends are when plenty of Upper 
Beac’s dogs can be seen either waiting 
patiently for their owners while they 
do some shopping, sitting outside the 

General Store with their families having 
coffee or a meal, or on a walk around 
town. A huge variety of breeds, colours 
and sizes are on show. 

This is our first in a series of articles 
on local dogs. It stars nine-year-old 
greyhound Jerry, who is a member of 

the Clarke family and lives in 
St Georges Road. We hope to 
include more dog tails (tales) 
in future editions of the Village 
Bell. Articles by any family 
members would be great and 
we would especially welcome 
contributions from younger 
family members. Please get in 
touch if your dog would also like 
to be a star! 

villagebell@upperbeaconsfield.
org.au

Julie Born

Jerry
Jerry, racing name Young Hills, had a 
very uneventful racing career before 
joining our family in UB at the age 
of four in 2017. His paperwork noted 
that he had competed in seven races, 
however, he had no wins or places at 
all – yes, Jerry was a bit of a dud on the 
racetrack! Initially this mystified us as 
he is very athletic looking with his sleek 
black coat and long legs – however, 
this myth was dispelled fairly quickly 
when we watched him run around 
our paddock for the first time. Sure 
he is quite fast, but he is not overly 
co-ordinated. Actually, he prances like 
a horse with elevated front legs and is 
quite silly ducking and weaving around. 
I could imagine him being very goofy on 
the track and not staying focussed on 
racing at all!

continued on page 8
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After retirement from racing his trainer 
put him into GAP (Greyhound Adoption 
Program) where he stayed for more 
than six months. I had always wanted 
a greyhound (we have whippets and 
love the sight hound breeds), so my 
family took me to visit GAP for my 50th 
birthday to choose a new furry family 
member. We looked at lots of gorgeous 
dogs all needing a home; it was 
incredibly hard to choose just one. In 
the end, I decided to ask who had been 
in the program the longest and why. 
The lady who brought out Jerry said 
she had no idea why he had not been 
adopted yet – except that he was black 
and a male. Black male greyhounds 
are the least adopted colour/sex – and 
they are also the most prolific in the 
racing industry. This explains why there 
are so many black greyhounds needing 
homes. He was so quiet and chilled out 
and loved hanging out with my boys in 
the garden at GAP, so he was an easy 
choice to become the newest member 
of our family.
He is a very quirky boy, but he quickly 
settled into life here with three human 
brothers and two whippets. At first, he 
was unsure about having free rein of 
the house and would watch all of us 
going about our day from his bed in the 
study. Pretty soon, he decided that he 
was no longer a race dog and that he 
was to be a pampered pet. He HATES 
being outside now and has definitely 
made a choice that his retirement 
consists of lounging around the home, 
often lying on the floor and getting in 

the way when I’m in the kitchen. He 
LOVES an ear scratch and will groan 
when you rub his ears. He will wag his 
tail when you talk to him, but if you talk 
to him while you are scratching his ears, 
he cannot wag his tail at the same 
time; he simply cannot do two things 
at once! He is also challenged in the 
sitting department – cannot sit at all, 
just slowly squats and then rolls onto 
his side to lie down and he cannot/
will not go up or down stairs. We have 
discussed as a family that if we ever 
move house, it will have to be single 
storey for Jerry.
He adores the “thought” of a walk with 
his whippet brother and sister (McLaren 
– fawn and Heidi – brindle), however, 
the reality of walking long distances 
is just not for him. After all, when 
greyhounds race it is a burst of speed 
for a very short period – and this is how 
Jerry likes his walks. He is super bouncy 
for the first five to eight minutes, then 
settles into the “grind” of a walk – 
unless he meets another dog. Then, on 
the way home, I’m sure he is coaching 
himself to walk each step until he can 
make it back onto the couch where he 
will sleep out the rest of the day. I think 
he is honestly the most athletic looking 
couch potato! On the topic of “walkies” 
there is a range of temperature for his 
optimal walk – not too cold or too hot – 
between about 18 to 22 degrees. These 
restrictions do make it a bit tricky to 
organise his walks!
He enjoys routine … sleeping, toilet, 
sleeping, eating, sleeping, walkies, 
sleeping – you get the picture! Jerry 
loves nothing more than a comfortable, 
soft couch or bed to sleep on. It is a 
bonus if he gets a view (eyesight line 

to the window in case of any action 
outside) or if the sun happens to cross 
where he is sleeping. Speaking of 
sleeping, Jerry can manage to make the 
most interesting shapes – the pretzel 
(with longs legs all twisted around each 
other), the fox (curled up into the tiniest 
ball), followed by the unravel (post fox 
shape, when needing a stretch) and 
finally our favourite, the cockroach 
(hilarious as his legs are all in the air 
while he is fast asleep.)
I think his bedtime routine is the most 
interesting – and embarrassing for us 
as a family when we brief dog sitters. 
He likes to be put into his pyjamas 
(current ones have a pizza pattern), his 
soft covers on his couch at the foot of 
our bed must be all laid out, then he is 
tucked in with an extra blanket and his 
head on a cushion – I kid you not! He 
will stay there all night, snoring a little 
and maybe only swapping ends of the 
couch once until morning, often with 
his extra blanket still tucked over him.
Jerry is an absolute delight who brings 
us joy every day. He is goofy, loving 
and a wonderful dog to share our lives 
with. I do not work for GAP but would 
recommend them if you are looking 
for your next furry friend – adopting a 
greyhound is a great chance for these 
beautiful dogs to experience “the good 
life” after racing.
Thank you to the Village Bell for inviting 
us to tell readers about Jerry and if you 
see us out on the street – come and 
say hello and give Jerry an ear scratch – 
trust me, he will love it.

Belinda Clarke

Debbie’s  
Emporium

So much more than a garage sale!

12 noon to 4 pm

3rd Sunday in the month

85 St Georges Rd,
Beaconsfield Upper

continued from page 7
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Waste woes at the Community Complex
The Upper Beaconsfield Community 
Complex in Salisbury Road is 
experiencing problems with waste 
management at the facility. The bins 
kept at the facility are not public bins 
– the bins are for people or groups who 
attend the Community Centre and the 
Early Learning Centre or hire the hall on 
the weekends.
Sometimes the bins are full well before 
the collection day comes around. Over 
the years it has become harder due 
to increased activity at the Complex. 
There are more children attending the 
Early Learning Centre and more visitors 
to the park. The number of hall hires 
has not increased that much. Where is 
the extra waste coming from?
One reason is that outsiders are 
sometimes illegally dumping their 
rubbish in the bins. People have left 
household waste at the bins, bags of 
dog poo, bags of grass clippings, broken 
or old toys that do not fit in home bins, 
discarded pushers, and building refuse.
One day, much time was spent picking 

up bits of food waste and other rubbish 
laying on the ground around the bins 
because the ravens had found the 
bulging plastic bags, pecked holes in 
them then scattered food scraps and 
rubbish all around. Most food waste 
can be taken home for the chooks or 
composted. 
People attending the playground at 
the park should only leave any rubbish 
in the public bin at the back of the hall. 
Other public bins are near the shops 
and Charing Cross.
People in general should take more 
care and sort the waste from anything 
than can be recycled and practice this 
whether at home or in community 
places.
The Early Learning Centre is doing the 
right thing and collecting food waste 
for composting. We now instruct hall 
hirers to take excess rubbish home 
with them. The Community Centre is 
also looking into locks for the bins to 
discourage illegal dumping.
Please flatten any cardboard boxes 

before placing in the recycle bins. 
Sometimes recycle bins are only full 
because people cannot be bothered 
flattening boxes properly. All recycling 
items – glass, cans, paper, cardboard – 
go in the recycling bins loose. No plastic 
bags. 
If the rubbish bins are full DO NOT PUT 
RUBBISH IN THE RECYCLE BINS! Any 
extra rubbish should be taken home. 
The Community Centre has also 
reported that inappropriate items have 
been left at the Food Bank store. Any 
suitable items must be brought to the 
Community Centre main office. The 
Community Centre is not an op shop 
and does not take household items or 
clothing.
We hope that with more consideration 
from everyone, we can overcome this 
problem.

Helen Smith, Secretary 
Upper Beaconsfield  

Community Complex Buildings  
& Grounds Committee

Rambling On
The past few months haven’t been 
so much a matter of rambling on as 
splashing, sploshing, squelching and 
sliding! Gumboots instead of walking 
shoes; hooded rain coats, woolly 
hats and socks. Sometimes it feels as 
though it is just too much effort to get 
out there ... but when you are actually 
walking in the rain (gentle rain not 
windblown downpours – draw the line 
somewhere!) – oh the fresh cleanness 
of the air, the scents of wet plants 
and earth and growing things! Not to 
mention the feeling of self-satisfaction 
that you got out there and did it 
despite the weather! But I do hate 
wearing hoods – you can’t hear nearly 
as well with your ears muffled, so the 
little bird and insect sounds are harder 
to pick up.  
The wildflowers have been enjoying the 
rain, and in late spring there has been 
a wide range of indigenous orchids for 
the sharp-eyed spotters to enjoy. Our 
orchids are not big flamboyant blooms 
– the largest I have seen (green comb 
orchid, pictured) would be 7 cm total 
and the smallest need a magnifying 
lens to be seen at all (some of the 
spider orchids). This makes it all the 
more interesting and rewarding to hunt 
for them and find them in amongst 
the grasses and small bushes where 
they grow. Native grass, not manicured, 
nature strips are a good place to start 

with swales of green nodding orchids 
for several weeks over winter/early 
spring. Later on, bushier nature strips 
and grassier areas in the forests and 
alongside the forest tracks can have 
sun orchids in several different colours 
including spots, wax lips, white or pink 
finger orchids as the most frequently 
seen. There are many other types too, 
as depicted in text books, which come 
and go more infrequently depending on 
specific weather conditions or if you are 
in the right spot at the right time! And 
if you have a magnifying lens for the 
tiny ones… It is very much like ‘twitching’ 
for rare birds! And if you like to capture 
them on camera, make sure you carry 
this with you as often it is hard to find 
exactly the right place the next day, the 
flower has vanished, or it is raining too 
hard!  
The other fun thing about walking in 
Upper Beaconsfield in the wet weather 
is watching the creeks and waterways, 
and the water over boulders – there are 
some amazing rocks in just the scout 
camp – we have so many beautiful 
places here that other people have to 
go away on holidays to find something 
similar! To take our local area for 
granted is a shame; unplug your 
earbuds, open your eyes and boldly 
explore down that forest track rather 
than the main footway. The adventure 
of some of life’s small but true pleasures 
awaits you. Happy rambling.  

Rosz Smith
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53 Beaconsfield-Emerald Rd 

Upper Beaconsfield 

Phone 03 5944 3881

www.ubpharmacy.com.au

facebook.com/Upperbpharmacy

Opening hours:
Monday  8.30 am – 6 pm
Tuesday  8.30 am – 7 pm
Wednesday  8.30 am – 6 pm
Thursday  8.30 am – 6 pm
Friday  8.30 am – 6 pm
Saturday  9.00 am – 2 pm

Local, convenient and compassionate pharmacy care and advice

Are you OK?
Mental health is our emotional, 
psychological, and social well-being. It 
shows our ability to deal with stress, 
situations, and emotions. It affects how 
we think, feel and act. Mental health 
is the key component of overall health 
and well-being. 

According to the Five Year Forward 
View for Mental Health report (NHS 
England) patients with poor mental 
health conditions who remain 
untreated suffer a poorer quality of life 
and a 15-25 year reduction in their life 
expectancy. 

Have you been feeling very sad, or 
do you lack interest and pleasure in 
previously enjoyable things or activities? 
It is paramount to talk about it or seek 
help as you may be suffering from 
depression or another mental health 
disorder. Depression is one of the most 
common mental health conditions 
causing disability and it is estimated 
globally 5% of the adult population 
suffers from it. 

According to Australian statistics 2 in 
5 (43.7% of population) people have 
experienced a mental health disorder 
at some time. 

Types of mental health disorders
1. Mood disorders like depression 

2. Anxiety disorder including social 
anxiety, panic disorder, and specific 
anxieties

3. Drug and alcohol misuse associated 
disorder

4. Perinatal mental health disorders 

5. Schizoaffective disorder

There are numerous factors which 
can affect and cause mental health 
issues – family history of mental health 
disorders, genetic and brain issues, life 
experiences like trauma, abuse, bullying, 
life experiences, etc. Sometimes even a 
small comment can trigger significant 
issues affecting the present and the 
future.  

Some myths 
•	 Children	do	not	suffer	from	mental	

health conditions.

 Even very young children may show 
early warning signs of mental health 
concerns. In 2020 one in 6 young 
people suffered from depression. 

•	 Mental	health	problem	cannot	
affect me. 

 The fact is mental 
health problems 
can affect anyone. 
One in five (20%) 
Australians aged 
16-85 experience a 
mental illness in any 
year. 

•	 There	is	no	hope	for	people	with	
mental health problems. 

 Some people believe that once a friend 
or family member develops mental 
health problems, he or she will never 
recover. Studies show that people with 
mental health problems can get better 
and many recover completely. 

Behaviour or feelings which can 
indicate a mental health issue: 
 1. Sleeping or eating too little or too 

much

 2. Not able to concentrate 

 3. Not able to enjoy their usual 
activities

 4. Speaking too soft or too little 

 5. Having little or no energy 

 6. Smoking or drinking excessively or 
using recreational drugs 
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Vale Barry Kinsley Medwin
Barry Kinsley Medwin was born in 1933 
in the remote North West Cape area 
of Tasmania. His family soon after 
moved to Victoria. His father Victor 
Medwin laid water pipes for the ever-
increasing State Rivers network, moving 
constantly. 

The family finally settled in Frankston. 
Barry left school at age 14, but due 
to a high aptitude, was fast tracked 
into an apprenticeship with a general 
engineering firm. In 1954 Barry did 
compulsory National Service, and 
in retrospect he considered it a 
worthwhile experience. 

Barry worked as a research engineer for 
seven years at International Harvester, 
then helped build the Dandenong 
Repco Research Co. where he worked 
for another 25 years until its closure. 
After that he formed a private 
engineering business and worked from 
home. 

Barry married Alison Dyall. They built 
their first home in Frankston where 
they lived for 12 years. They had three 
children: Michael, Colin and Kerry, 
before moving to Upper Beaconsfield 
in 1973. Their aim was to set up a 
self-sufficiency farm on 20 acres on 
Carpenter Road. 

Barry and Alison became members of 
the BUPS school committee where their 
children attended. They joined St John’s 
Anglican Church. Barry taught Sunday 
school, was a vestry member and 
church warden up to 2018. Having been 
a member of the Frankston Motorcycle 
Club in his younger years, Barry helped 
found the Pakenham Junior Motorcycle 
Club, helping many youngsters to safely 
maintain their bikes. 

But tragedy struck in the 1983 Ash 
Wednesday Bushfires. After having 

been part of the fire fighting effort, 
Barry was then to learn that his wife 
Alison and daughter Kerry had lost their 
lives when their home was destroyed by 
the fires. Barry chose to re-build his life 
and home in Upper Beaconsfield with 
the support of family, friends, townsfolk 
and fellow parishioners from St John’s. 
In 1993 Barry married Joan Harris, living 
on the farm for many years before 
downsizing to a new home on Salisbury 
Road.

Barry continued giving back to his local 
community and society in general as he 
had done ever since he arrived in Upper 
Beaconsfield. He worked with the 
church youth group and also was also 
a youth club leader at the Community 
Centre. He joined the UB Care Group, 
to assist residents in times of need, and 
was an office bearer in the group for 
several years. More broadly, Barry was 
a driver for the Cardinia Council Meals 
on Wheels for 21 years and served on 
the shire emergency relief group for five 
years. 

Barry donated and helped design some 
of the new stain glass windows in the 
re-built church which he dedicated to 
the glory of god in memory of Alison 
and Kerry. He donated the first semi-
trailer load of hay for the now on-going 
Need-for-Feed project. Barry also 
supported the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service and other charities, earning 
many certificates of appreciation. 

Another notable contribution Barry 
made to society in general was 
accepting a role in a Salvation Army 
video, which highlighted his story of 
faith, resilience and having a positive 
attitude. ‘Still standing after a natural 
disaster’ was shown to victims of Black 
Saturday to inspire hope and a promise 
of a better life ahead for those who 

had just experienced severe bushfire 
trauma. Vividly retelling his story for 
this production and on accompanying 
media, took a great emotional toll on 
Barry for a sustained period after the 
end of his contributions. 

Over Barry’s life he enjoyed many 
hobbies including motorbike riding, golf, 
reading, wood turning, and he had a 
long association with the scouts both 
as a child and later as scout leader.

Barry – who gave his all for a better 
world, among his other great qualities – 
was duly awarded Upper Beaconsfield 
Citizen of the Year in 2010.  Barry is 
survived by his wife Joan and sons Colin 
and Michael and their families. He will 
also be sadly missed by many in our 
local community.

Cameron Rocke

 7. Hearing voices or believing things 
that are not true

 8. Getting angry, aggressive with 
friends and family 

 9. Thinking of harming yourself. 

10. Mother crying a lot, not able to bond 
with the baby 

11. Withdrawn

Early detection of the mental health 
issues and getting help is important for 
early recovery and improving quality 
of life. Recovery refers to the process in 
which people can live, work, learn, and 
participate fully in their communities. 

Developing a positive mental attitude 

is key to help cope with the stresses 
of life and work productively. It helps 
to realise your full potential and help 
others stay positive as well. Being 
physically active, eating a healthy 
balanced diet, sleeping well, avoiding 
excessive alcohol and recreational 
drugs, and staying connected with 
friends and family are some ways to 
stay positive.

Getting help is the most essential of all. 
Mental health problems are common, 
but help is available. Talk to someone 
or seek professional help. Early 
intervention can help you recover fully 
and live a self-directive life and achieve 

your full potential. 

Always remember- “Happiness can be 
found even in the darkest of the times, 
if only one remembers to turn on the 
light” – Albus Dumbledore from Harry 
Potter and the prisoner of Azkaban. 

References 

1. Beyond Blue

2. Black Dog Institute 

Dr Puneet Malhotra 
Dr Anshu Malhotra  

Upper Beaconsfield GP Practice

Vale Mavis Brockman
We were saddened to hear of 
the passing of long-time resident 
Mavis Brockman. We extend our 
condolences to the family. We will 
publish an obituary in our next issue. 
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Seasonal problems and tasks ahead
Well, that was a wet spring! We were 
beginning to think that we should have 
acquired a new boat rather than a new 
tanker!

One of the consequences of the wet 
weather has been the large number 
of falling trees. We sometimes receive 
requests from concerned residents 
about trees that have come down 
across roads. To clarify, the removal of 
fallen trees (even if blocking the road) 
is the responsibility of the SES. They 
carry more equipment than CFA and 
are better trained to deal with such 
events. By all means, don’t hesitate to 
call Triple Zero (000) if there is a fire or 
other emergency as a result of a fallen 
tree (such as powerlines arcing) and the 
brigade will be dispatched though ESTA 
if necessary. The SES can be contacted 
on 132 500 should they be required.

Fire season preparations and 
restrictions
At the time of writing this article there 
was no mention of fire restrictions 
being implemented with paddocks and 
grasslands still being very green from 
the recent spring rains. That’s not to 
say that there won’t be fire restrictions 
this summer. Things can change quickly 
with grasslands drying out due to 
warm weather and wind. Any decision 
on the timing of the implementation of 
fire restrictions will come from relevant 
stakeholders and authorities after 
taking into consideration a number of 
factors such as grassland curing, recent 
rainfall and the forecasted outlook. We 
will advise of any decision as soon as 
we know.

Residents should all be well into their 
summer property preparations by now. 
Living in a fire prone area doesn’t need 
to be stressful. Taking some simple 
precautions will help you prepare. 
Summer preparations should include, 
but not necessarily be limited to:

•	 cleaning	gutters
•	 moving	wood	piles	and	fuel	away	

from houses or combustible 
structures

•	 removal	and	disposing	
of fallen trees/branches

•	 keeping	grass	to	a	short	
length

•	 checking	and	filling	
water tanks

•	 checking	the	operation	
of fire pumps and 
replacing fuel

•	 creating/updating	your	
household fire plan 

where everyone knows what to do
•	 Does	your	plan	include	your	pets	or	

animals? What has changed since 
last year?

•	 Work	out	what	you	are	going	
to do on days of high/extreme/
catastrophic weather

•	 Have	a	portable	radio	available	with	
spare batteries (in case of power 
failure)

•	 Download	the	Vic	Emergency	App	
and create a watch zone close to 
your home

•	 Like	and	follow	our	brigade	
Facebook page for up-to-date 
information

For more property preparation 
information, please visit; www.cfa.vic.
gov.au/plan-prepare/how-to-prepare-
your-property

If you require assistance with burning 
off a green waste pile, please make 
contact with the brigade and we may 
be able to assist. An inspection will 
first need to take place to determine 
the suitability of the site with regards 
to access. We usually ask for a small 
donation when engaging in this 
service. This task must be performed 
in accordance with council’s open 
air burning policy after taking into 
consideration prescribed burning days 
and property location. Residents (or the 
Fire Brigade) cannot burn off once the 
fire danger period is declared under any 
circumstances. 

For those not wishing to burn off, 
Cardinia Shire are again offering a 
free green waste drop off event for 

shire residents at the 
Pakenham Transfer 
Station from Friday 
2 December through 
to Monday 5 December and again 
in March 2023. Full details at www.
cardinia.vic.gov.au/dropoffdays 

Flood relief
Our brigade sent two members up to 
Echuca in early November to work a 
night shift for three nights manning 
the pumps that were put in place 
around Echuca to keep the storm water 
system clear to cater for further rains. 
This involved moving water through 
strategically located pumps and back 
over the levee banks into the Murray 
River. Thank you to Mike and Craig for 
your willingness to assist.

Turnouts since the last Bell
11 calls – 8 primary and 3 support calls
•	 false	alarm	x	3	–	Salisbury	House
•	 motor	vehicle	accident	x	3
•	 grass	and	scrub	fire	x	2
•	 car	fire	x	1
•	 powerlines	arcing	x	1
•	 assist	SES	with	tree	over	road	x	1

The most serious of these incidents 
were two motor vehicle accidents that 
occurred at the corner of Beaconsfield-
Emerald Rd and St Georges Rd just a 
couple of days apart. This intersection 
has been the location of many 
accidents over the years. We urge 
people to approach this intersection, 
and all our roads, with care and drive 
to the conditions. At the time of writing 
this article, we have now equalled our 
average number of total turnouts for 
the year (55) with two months to go in 
what is generally regarded as one of 
our busiest times of the year – Spring 
and the lead up to the fire danger 
period. 

New tanker
The brigade’s new Iveco heavy tanker 
has been performing very well. 
The majority of our members have 
undertaken all of the necessary training 

required to ensure we can 
turn out the appliance 
safely and efficiently. We are 
enjoying utilising the new 
features and equipment 
offered by the new truck. 
Having a 4000l water 
carrying capacity is a great 
asset for the brigade and 
wider community. It means 
that we have more water 
to apply to an incident and 
don’t have to fill up as often.  

QR Code to Brigade’s Facebook page
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Fire plug testing
You will often see us out and about 
on a Wednesday night or a Sunday 
morning testing the serviceability of the 
fire plugs. The fire plugs are our lifeline 
to obtaining water from the mains. 
The plugs often need to be cleaned or 
uncovered from debris to ensure that 
we can find them quickly when needed. 
Don’t be afraid to come and say hello if 
you see us testing one near your place.

Santa run
This year on Christmas Eve we will once 
again be driving around the streets 
of Upper Beaconsfield and Guys Hill 
spreading some Christmas cheer with 
Santa on board to hand out lollies to 
those who have been nice. 

See page 3 and keep an eye on our 
Facebook page for full details along 
with locations and times closer to the 
date.

Tradespeople can 
support the brigade 
by buying a bag of 

rags at $2/kg.

Ash Wednesday commemoration
Trigger alert. Reader discretion advised. 
Aspects of the following article may 
cause distress to some residents.

16 February 2023 will mark the 40th 
anniversary of the devastating 1983 
Ash Wednesday bushfires when over 
180 separate fires sweep across 
many parts of Victoria and South 
Australia. The fires caused widespread 
destruction and claimed the lives of 75 
people.

The morning of Ash Wednesday started 
out deceptively cool. Waking up that 
day, who could possibly imagine how 
the day would ultimately pan out. High 
temperatures, low humidity, strong dry 
hot winds and a prolonged drought 
would form the perfect recipe for 
disaster. 

Upper Beaconsfield was one of the 
towns to suffer devastation and the 
unimaginable loss of 21 lives. Twelve 
of the lives lost were firefighters from 
the Narre Warren and the Panton Hill 
Fire Brigades. The south westerly wind 
change that hit just before 9pm turned 
a bad situation into an unfathomable 
disaster when the eastern flank of 
a long narrow fire that was burning 
in Guys Hill took a 90 degree turn, 
gathered in intensity and raced its 
way up through the heavily fuel laden 
Critchley Parker Junior Reserve and 
roared into the township of Upper 
Beaconsfield. Firefighting efforts after 
the wind change were gallant but futile.

Not much of Upper Beaconsfield 
was spared. 176 homes were razed 
along with numerous garages, sheds 
and outbuildings. The shopping 
centre, church, kinder, petrol station, 
Pine Grove Hotel and many other 
community buildings were either 
destroyed or badly damaged. Eleven 
of the brigade’s firefighters lost their 
family homes whilst out fighting the 
fires. To say that the days, weeks, 
months and even years following 
Ash Wednesday were challenging 

for the community would be a major 
understatement.

It’s hard to know exactly how many 
residents who were present on that 
day/night forty years ago are still living 
in Upper Beaconsfield. One thing is for 
sure though, the Ash Wednesday fires 
left an indelible mark on the history 
of Upper Beaconsfield and we should 
be thankful and always remember the 
brave sacrifices made by the residents, 
firefighters and other emergency 
services personnel who performed so 
admirably in their duties under such 
shocking conditions on that day. 

Our thoughts are with those who were 
affected and especially those who lost 
loved ones.

The Ash Wednesday Memorial Park 
next to the Community Centre was 
established to commemorate the lives 
of those lost in Upper Beaconsfield. If 
you get time, please pay a visit to this 
park to pay your respects.

Ash Wednesday 2023 
commemoration – What’s on?
Sunday 12 February at 2 pm, the Ash 
Wednesday Bushfire Education Centre 
(AWBEC) in Cockatoo will host the 
CFA’s official Ash Wednesday State 
Public Commemorative Service. Keep 
an eye on our Facebook page, where 
we will provide more details as they 
become available.

Thursday 16 February – Sunday 19 
February – Upper Beaconsfield CFA 
will be hosting an Ash Wednesday 
commemorative exhibition in the Upper 
Beaconsfield Community Hall. The 
exhibition will be a collection of public 
images and educational information 
based on the events of the Ash 
Wednesday fires in Upper Beaconsfield 
specifically for all residents to 
experience. This is a free event and 
bookings will not be required. Residents 
will be able to visit the exhibition across 
the entire four days. Local school and 
community groups will be invited to 

attend the exhibition on the Thursday/
Friday. The exhibition will conclude on 
Sunday the 19 February and will form 
part of the annual Village Festival 
taking place on that day.

Commemorative exhibition – call 
for public content
Upper Beaconsfield Fire Brigade are 
putting out a call for residents with 
original photos (any size) depicting 
the events of Ash Wednesday in Upper 
Beaconsfield that they would like 
to contribute to the exhibition. The 
photos can be images taken during or 
in the days/weeks following the event. 
Original photos will be scanned and 
returned to owners. Only reproduced 
copies will form part of the exhibition 
display. Acknowledgement will be given 
to the photographers (where known) 
if images are used in the exhibition. 
Note: Some images collected may 
not be used. It will depend on quality 
and content. Upper Beaconsfield Fire 
Brigade reserves the right to select or 
reject photos as required. If you have 
any photos or images that you would 
like to share or contribute, please get in 
touch via email to aw40photos@gmail.
com by 31 December 2022. No late 
entries will be accepted. Alternatively, 
please phone the Upper Beaconsfield 
Fire Station on 5944 3303 and leave 
a message with your full details for a 
return call.

Our Brigade is entirely made up of 
volunteers from the community just 
like you. If you would like to join our 
team and contribute to the wonderful 
community we live in by becoming an 
operational firefighter, or perhaps a 
member of the auxiliary, please don’t 
hesitate get in touch with us.

Stay safe this summer and don’t 
hesitate to contact us should you need 
our assistance.

Ian Pinney, Captain 
Upper Beaconsfield Fire Brigade
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Are you registered?
Upper Beaconsfield SMS 
Notification System
For newcomers to our town, the Upper 
Beaconsfield SMS Notification System 
uses a commercial SMS service to send 
an SMS to all registered residents’ 
mobile phone numbers and ring all 
registered landline numbers and deliver 
a computer-generated voice message. 
This is done automatically and 
simultaneously. Messages will appear 
on your mobile from “U.B.InfoMsg”. To 
receive any information from the Upper 
Beaconsfield SMS Notification System 
you must first be a registered user. 

Who manages the system?
The Upper Beaconsfield Community 
Centre manages the database 
of phone numbers and holds the 
money paid by residents on trust. 
The operation side of the system 
is coordinated by residents and 
volunteers who can send notifications 
should they be required. Some of these 
organisers are local CFA members, Fire 
Guard Group coordinators, and other 
responsible residents. Register your 

phone number at the UB Community 
Centre at 5944 3484.

What information will be 
provided?
Information sent out to residents will 
be advice in relation to fire danger 
periods, ensuring residents are aware 
of upcoming Extreme and Catastrophic 
Days, notification of community 
meetings relating to fire and any other 
messages that relate directly to the 
community. It is up to each resident 
to follow the progress of an incident 
and make their own decisions as to 
their course of action. It is NOT an 
early warning system. The Upper 
Beaconsfield SMS Notification System 
is very different from the government 
emergency systems. Any messages will 
be sent to you wherever you are, even if 
you are out of the local area.

Government emergency 
information
1. Vic Emergency: http://emergency.vic.

gov.au/respond/. Download the app 
onto your smart phone.  

2. Emergency alert: www.
emergencyalert.gov.au. The national 
system will send messages to mobile 
phones within the geographical area 
determined by EMV and its agencies. 
If your phone, or your billing address, 
is outside the nominated area at the 
time of an incident you may not be 
sent a message by Emergency Alert.

Leave Early Policy
You cannot rely on any one information 
source. It is important to understand 
that bushfires can spread quickly 
threatening lives and property within 
minutes. The CFA is very clear that you 
may not be given warning of a fire and 
will never be told when to evacuate. 
Residents should have a fire plan well 
before a threat. You should not remain 
in the area in the expectation that you 
will receive a warning.

What do I do in an emergency?
Call Triple Zero (000) to report an 
emergency. In the event of a fire 
monitor ABC radio 774 and Vic 
Emergency. 

Ed Keon-Cohen – Upper Beaconsfield 
SMS Notification Coordinator

Lunch at Beaconhills
A very enjoyable lunch at the bistro at 
Beaconhills Golf Course on Wednesday 
9 November was held for former Upper 
Beaconsfield Citizens of the Year. 
Normally an annual event, this was 
the first get together for three years 
due to the pandemic. The thirty two 

people who attended included COYs, 
their partners and friends. A sunny day 
topped off the enjoyment, after so 
much wet and cloudy weather. 

Eric Bumpstead, the very first COY 
(awarded in 1977) attended with his 
daughter Jenny. He recently celebrated 

his 90th birthday. Congratulations 
Eric! There were other “old timers” 
there as well, together with the 2021 
Upper Beaconsfield Citizens of the Year 
Debbie and Ian Pinney. The Beaconhills 
Golf Course is a beautiful venue for 
functions, with wide picture windows 
looking out over the lovely garden and 
golf greens.

Helen Smith
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Vale Barbara Lina Irving (1931-2022)
Upper Beaconsfield must say goodbye 
to one of its longest standing residents 
on the passing of Barbara Lina Irving, 
of Foott Road.  

Barbara was born in Kew on 20 March 
1931 to Reinhold and Lina Wilhelm. 
Barbara lost her parents early in her life, 
her mother in September 1938 aged 42, 
and her father in March 1944 aged 62. 
Barbara was placed into the care of her 
aunts, and attended Fintona Girls High 
School. 

Though unhappy at that school, she 
graduated with grades that allowed 
her to enter Melbourne University, and 
after one year, Sydney University, where 
she graduated in 1956 in veterinary 
science. She met a fellow student, 
David Irving, and the couple were 
married in Ashburton on 17 November 
1956. They shared a strong interest 
in livestock and dogs, but disliked the 
social networks into which they had 
both been raised. 

Their first home was in Beaconsfield, 
where they set up a vet practice. With 
work being a bit slow, Barbara took on 
a role at St Margaret’s school in Berwick 
teaching biological science. Through the 
period 1958 to 1965 they made a family 
with the birth of their three children 
Helen, Jan and Robbie. After having 

acquired a property in Foott Road in 
the early 1960s and building a dream 
home, they moved from Beaconsfield 
and left their vet practice. Barbara then 
left paid work to be a full-time mother 
and pursued her long held interest to 
practice sustainable farming, a new 
concept in those days. 

Barbara bred angora and dairy goats. 
She was a cofounder of the Angora 
Goat Breeders’ registry formed to 
protect the pedigrees and genetics of 
the original imported angora goats. 
There was also poultry, and a sizeable 
vegetable garden for home use, and 
she bred welsh corgis. She conducted 
her own research on the property and 
published many articles and books on 
the raising and care of livestock and 
animals. Her experience, passion, and 
education allowed her to help many 
with breeding of various livestock 
breeds and dogs.

She enjoyed classical music, dancing, 
a bit of horse riding, going to horse 
and dog shows, painting and many 
crafts, and took a keen interest in the 
children’s education in a wide variety of 
disciplines. 

The Irvings were burnt out on Ash 
Wednesday 1983, and rebuilt on a new 
site on the property. In what became a 

double tragedy, Barbara’s much-loved 
husband David died suddenly in the 
following year. 

Barbara’s stoic qualities then came 
to the fore, and over time the family 
coped through a very painful period. 
Despite these harsh memories, the 
property remained a haven for Barbara 
over her later years.  

Dedication to any task worth doing 
was a quality Barbara Irving constantly 
displayed. She is survived by her three 
children, and grandson Liam.

Cameron Rocke

Nominate a Citizen of the Year
The 2022 Upper Beaconsfield COY award nominations will 
open soon for both adult and young residents (under 21). 
Nomination forms will be available from the Post Office, 
Community Centre, and General Store. Electronic forms are 
available from the UBA secretary helen.r.smith@iinet.net.
au

The purpose of the award is: To encourage and recognise 
the importance and value of community service in Upper 
Beaconsfield, and honour and acknowledge those citizens 
who have given meritorious service for the progress and 
development of this community and its residents.

The nominee/s will be a person(s) who: 
•	 Has	been	a	resident	of	Upper	Beaconsfield	for	at	least	5	

years (adult only) and is still a resident within the year of 
nomination 

•	 Has	made	a	significant	contribution	to	the	community	
•	 Has	not	already	received	an	Upper	Beaconsfield	Citizen	

of the Year award and 
•	 Is	of	good	character	

Please consider nominating someone you know who is 
doing great work within the community by 31 December 
2022. Anyone previously nominated but unsuccessful, 
can be renominated. A UBA sub-committee will assess all 
the nominations in January. The 2022 COY award will be 
presented at a function in 2023. 

Upper Beaconsfield Bushfire  
and Biodiversity Tool

Email: upperbeacstorymap@gmail.com

Website: 
https://bit.ly/3CF69vd
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Salisbury House extension now open
On Saturday, 8 October 2022, 
Menarock LIFE invited Upper 
Beaconsfield residents to the opening 
of the Salisbury House extension.

Salisbury House is a historical landmark 
of Upper Beaconsfield, built by George 
Craik in 1888, and originally known 
as Kincraik. For many years it was a 
guesthouse. 

Over the past 18 months, the aged 
care residence underwent a 30-bed 
extension offering a premium facility 
with exceptional views of the Western 
Port and French Island. Menarock LIFE 
Upper Beaconsfield is the first aged 
care residence with its own unique 
bushfire refuge to provide safety to all 
residents.

Menarock LIFE Upper Beaconsfield is 
proud to offer a residential aged care 
home which reflects comfort, care, and 
dignity. Professionally qualified staff 
are on-site 24 hours a day including 

personal carers, enrolled nurses, and 
registered nurses, as well as qualified 
chefs who prepare fresh, nutritional 
meals daily.

Located amongst the peaceful 
surrounds of the southern Dandenong 
Ranges, the home features light filled 
single and companion rooms, open 
living spaces, private gardens and 
courtyards, single suites, café, and 
retreat areas. Residents enjoy a relaxed 
and comfortable lifestyle amongst 
nature and greenery, with secure 
balconies overseeing nature and the 
distant bay. 

The lifestyle options and choices of 
premium services gives residents 
the choice and 
independence to 
live life as they 
choose. There is a 
holistic approach 
to promoting 
and encouraging 
residents physical, 
spiritual, and 
cognitive wellbeing 
in day-to-day care 
and support. The 
Upper Beaconsfield 
residence offers care 
to up to 90 residents, 
offering respite care, 

permanent care, palliative care, short 
term restorative care and care for those 
living with dementia.

The directors of Menarock LIFE Upper 
Beaconsfield have a very strong vision 
that everyone deserves to be cared for 
and treated with respect and dignity, 
while a friendly environment is of the 
utmost importance. The executive 
management team, frontline staff and 
support staff work together to achieve 
these goals.

(Images Peter Simmons, Cameron Rocke)

Fiona van den Berg and Andrew Seamer  
(directors)
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Thursday 16 February – Sunday 19 February 2023  
Upper Beaconsfield CFA will be hosting an Ash Wednesday 
commemorative exhibition in the Upper Beaconsfield 
Community Hall.  See page 13.

From our archive https://upperbeaconsfield.org.au/village-bell 
The Village Bell October 1984

BELL TOWER : After many months of negotiation between Berwick Rotary Club and the Rotary 
Club of Beaconsfield in the U.K., we have been advised that agreement has been reached to 
fund the building of a commemorative bell tower which will be attached to the small front 
lobby of the Hall. It is planned to have this welcome addition in place for the Centenary 
Celebrations which does not leave us with much time. The building will include a plaque 
commemorating "Ash Wednesday" and the concern of our sister community in Beaconsfield, U.K.

We are greatly indebted to our local architect, Mr. Paul Reid, who so generously designed 
this structure for us.

Remembrance Day
Thank you to the RSL for another 
successful Remembance Day service, 
albeit “boutique” style this year. Being 

a working day, the numbers were small 
but appreciative.

Thank you also to the lovely group 
of ladies who knitted and crocheted 
the strings of poppies that adorn the 

cenotaph. The Upper Beaconsfield 
Community Centre is proud to have 
been able to provide a space for the 
Poppy Making Group.

Victoria Watson

From left:  
Rosz Smith,  

Isabel Truman, 
Victoria Watson
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Can your family help in protecting local biodiversity?
Cardinia Shire Council has formally 
endorsed the Biolink Plan to increase 
vegetation for wildlife habitat, improve 
waterways and help set environmental 
priorities for the shire. 
At a recent meeting of the Upper 
Beaconsfield Association, Rob Jones, 
Natural Resource Planner, Cardinia 
Shire Council was invited to give a 
talk on the Biolink Plan. He gave 
an excellent presentation of the 
thought processes that went into the 
development of the plan, along with 
the cutting-edge technology which 
underpins the development of the 
mapping of the current biological values 
of the area and the priority areas. This 
can support landowners wanting to 
help by preserving and enhancing the 
natural resources of our area.
Cardinia Shire Council used the latest 
technology in wildlife species computer 
modelling and aerial vegetation 
mapping to identify key wildlife areas 
and potential ‘biolinks’ across the 
shire before opening the draft plan to 
community consultation. 
Residents were asked how they could 
support native plant and animal 
habitats on their own property and 
identify areas within the shire with 
significant biodiversity value, or areas 
they think should be reprioritised.   
Critically, with the advice and support 
of the CFA and DELWP, the Biolinks 
Plan was drafted in a way which did 
not increase the risk of wildfire to local 
communities: a win, win.
“Cardinia Shire is one of the largest 
local government areas in metropolitan 
Melbourne and we’re also a growth 
area. This change in land-use leads to 
habitat loss and fragmentation, which 
affects animal and plant populations 
and hampers pollination and the 
movement of animals,” explained 
Councillor Jeff Springfield at the launch 
of the Biolinks Plan. 

“This means that biodiversity can be 
limited to small pockets of habitat 
which are vulnerable to environmental 
threats such as pests, diseases, fire and 
climate change, making it difficult to 
support viable, long-term populations.” 
“The creation of new biolinks enables us 
to connect these areas of fragmented 
vegetation across the shire to 
encourage the movement of wildlife 
and pollination, increase the genetic 
diversity in breeding populations, and 
ensure the long-term viability of our 
native plants and animals,” said Cr 
Springfield. 
The plan refers to 15 ‘indicator’ species 
including the greater glider, the eastern 
yellow robin and the southern brown 
bandicoot for future council and 
community monitoring programs. This 
would give a great opportunity to 
involve local schools in citizen science 
projects. 
The Biolinks Plan provides a long-
term strategic direction for council’s 
environmental works over the next 
ten years ensuring council programs 
and resources can be better targeted 

to the most important conservation 
areas. Perhaps even more importantly, 
it will assist local private landowners 
and Landcare groups to get involved 
in enhancing local biodiversity with the 
support of cutting-edge technology.
As you can see from the map, Upper 
Beaconsfield is criss-crossed by existing 
and possible biolinks and dotted by 
biodiversity nodes. This is our area to 
save, and now we have another tool to 
help us. When you access the Biolink 
Plan map via the Cardinia Council 
website, you can zoom into individual 
properties, and see where you might fit 
in with a current or future corridor. 
For more information on the Biolink 
Plan visit https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.
au/biolinkplan. Biolink mapping: https://
bit.ly/3AtZLFs
For further information on how local 
residents of the Upper Beaconsfield, 
Guys Hill and Dewhurst areas can 
mitigate bushfire risk to their property 
and also enhance the biodiversity 
on their land, check out the Upper 
Beaconsfield Bushfire and Biodiversity 
Tool at  https://bit.ly/3CF69vd

Mike Hall, Member, UBA

Southern brown bandicoot.  
Image Cardinia Shire Council

Left: Biolink mapping showing priority 
biolink nodes, priority biolink corridors and 
conservation corridors
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Illegal shooting is rife
The Cardinia Deer Management 
Coalition (CDMC) is aware of an 
increasing number of reports of illegal 
local shooting. And we are not alone, 
there have been several recent news 
articles in papers across the state and 
several successful prosecutions of illegal 
hunters.

It must be said that no-one can come 
on to a property to shoot anything 
without the permission of the property 
owner. Police are the only exception to 
this rule. Also, it is illegal to shoot from 
the roadside. Full stop. Not even from 
the road on to your own property.

We have had increasing reports of 
owners coming across the headless 
bodies of deer and of dead wallabies 
on their property and of people 
spotlighting from the side of the road. 
We suspect the primary reason for 
illegal shooting locally is either for 
trophy hunting or just for fun, as the 
meat is rarely taken. Because it is 
usually done at night, illegal hunting is 
very dangerous to the landowners and 
their families, their farm animals, their 
neighbours and the local wildlife. 

Normally when a pest controller is 
employed by a landowner, the controller 
will conduct a thorough inspection of 
the property in daylight to generate an 
awareness of the locations of nearby 
houses, recreational areas, horse and 
stock paddocks, popular walking tracks 
etc. In consultation, a safe shooting 

plan is developed and preferred days 
and times for culling and target species 
will be agreed.  A permission to control 
form will be signed by the landowner, 
then a local letter drop will inform 
neighbouring properties that culling 
will be taking place. Where possible, 
the controller will personally meet with 
neighbours. All this is done before the 
first shot is fired.

The CDMC are keen to stamp out 
illegal shooting, it is one of the 
main reasons we exist: to help the 
community legally reduce deer numbers 
so that there will be less of an incentive 
for illegal hunting. You can play an 
important role by reporting suspicious 
activity when you see it. 

Things to watch out for include 
shooting from the side of the road, 
someone slowly cruising along back 
roads, especially in the bushy areas, 
climbing over boundary fences 
(controllers will enter through the gate), 
the use of spotlights from the side of 
the road and driving off rapidly when 
disturbed. If you suspect illegal shooting 
is occurring, you should immediately 
report it to Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 
000. If you believe the activity could be 
life threatening, call Triple Zero (000) 
immediately.

Crime stoppers is considered the 
best number, because the police are 
obliged to follow up on it and to write 
a report on what they find. This does 

not necessarily happen if you call the 
local police station. When reporting 
to police, try to collect some helpful 
information such as time and location 
of the incident, vehicle description 
and number plates, number of people 
involved and descriptions (such as 
clothing, height, weight etc.). BUT, 
don’t take risks, don’t confront them, 
use binoculars if possible and keep 
your distance. If you have a good local 
phone “tree”, put out the word to your 
neighbours so they can keep an eye 
out too. When illegal shooters become 
aware that a neighbourhood is vigilant, 
they will stay away.

For further information, you can 
contact us at info@cardiniadeer.org.au, 

or check out our website at www.
cardiniadeer.org.au  or the Game 
Management Authority website at  
www.gma.vic.gov.au/enforcement/
report-illegal-hunting-online

Mike Hall
President, Cardinia Deer  

Management Coalition
president@cardiniadeer.org.au

Op Shop update
Hip hip hooray and hallelujah. At 
last we were able to re-open the St 
John’s Op Shop in mid-September. 
After the repaired drainage came the 
re-plastering, re-flooring, re-painting, 
re-shelving, re-stocking, re-organising, 
re-labelling and re-arranging! All this so 
that our customers and 
donors can continue 
to reduce, re-use and 
re-cycle pre-loved goods 
in an incredibly diverse 
and eclectic range.

The work involved for 
the dedicated group 
of volunteers was truly 
astronomical. One 
evening we had the 
Split Rock Rover Crew in 
to help unpack and re-
stock for a community 
service rally.  The energy 
and vibrancy they 

brought in was seismic! When they 
found the dress-ups it all went up a 
notch…. (I hope they are going to put a 
couple of pictures in this issue) It was 
so great to get the work done while 
having a crazy fun time!

We also need to thank JD from the 
General Store. When faced with a large 
empty space and no retail experience 

to know where to start 
with the re-fit, we were 
totally overwhelmed. 
JD came and spent half 
an hour or so popping 
out practical ideas and 
suggestions, which 
was incredibly helpful. 
Then a plea for help on 
community Facebook 
brought local builders 
Brett and Michael 
Whitmore to the rescue. 
Brett measured up, 
discussed design, hauled 
me off to a shop-

shelving warehouse, haggled the prices 
and within a fortnight of the Facebook 
plea, the work was completed! 
Without JD and Brett we would still be 
dithering.

So here we are, back in action on 
Thursdays and Fridays, with the 
occasional Saturday Special, ready for 
you to browse to your hearts’ content. 
Come to us for your glass and ceramic 
Christmas party platters. We have 
also made up some boxes of party 
glassware.  In February there will be a 
law enacted banning the use and sale 
of single-use plastics. Op Shops are a 
good place to look for ‘keep-cup’ coffee 
mugs. 

The Op Shop will be open till 
16 December, and then re-open on 
2 February 2023. Wishing you a happy 
and blessed Christmas and summer, 
from the St John’s Op Shop Team.
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UBC Early Learning Centre 2023
What an exciting few months we 
have had at the Upper Beaconsfield 
Community Early Learning Centre. 
We have welcomed a wonderful early 
childhood teacher to our centre, who is 
sharing her wealth of knowledge and 

experience to mentor our team. We 
are continuing to recruit for a variety 
of positions, including mentoring 
roles. If you know any passionate and 
experienced educators, we would love 
to hear from you. 

We have developed a new philosophy 
and vision for our centre heading into 
2023 and we would love to share part 
of it with you:

“Our sense of community underpins 
everything that we do. Our families 
belong to the small town of Upper 
Beaconsfield, which embodies a 
strong sense of community. Our aim 
is to ensure our children feel a sense 
of belonging and connection to their 
wider community, through exploring 
local opportunities and relationships. 
We were established as a response to 
the need of the local community after 
the Ash Wednesday fires and believe in 
continuing to provide a safe space for 

our local children.” 

If any local community clubs, 

businesses or 
members want 
to connect with 
the Early Learning 
Centre in 2023, 
please email our 
director Aimee at 
elc@ubcc.org.au 

We’re grateful to our local members of 
the CFA who attended our centre for 
an incursion in October. The children 
absolutely loved meeting their local 
heroes and getting a chance to use 
their equipment! It was an enriching 
learning experience, and a way for 
children to connect deeper with their 
local community. 

We have opened enrolments for 2023, 
and have limited vacancies available 
in the new year. We offer full-day, and 
half-day sessions at a discounted rate. 
Please give our director Aimee a call on 
5944 3484 to arrange a tour today!

Aimee Romero

steven
studio
swain

Free Initial Consultation & Quote.

your local ranges
ARCHITECT

Sustainable - Crafted - Architecture - Healthy Homes - Wellness - Furniture
0415 251 401

www.studiostevenswain.com

NEW BUILDS / ADDITIONS / INTERIORS
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School holiday activities
The Community Centre has been busy 
with its usual term programs. We also 
enjoyed two weeks of fun with school 
holiday activities in September. We saw 
science experiments, paint pouring and 
animal encounters. We are currently 
planning for 2023 and would love to 
offer more programs at our Centre. We 

would welcome the community’s ideas 
of what they would like to run at the 
Centre. We are also looking for people 
to facilitate programs in 2023. Please 
email programs@ubcc.org.au or call 
5944 3484 to register your interest. 

Lee Swann

Busy season at our kinders – Merry Christmas
Hello from Upper Beaconsfield 
Kindergartens as we reach the end of 
a busy year. This term at four-year-old 
kinder we have been learning about 
mini beasts, the festival of Diwali and 
people who help us to stay safe and 
well. We have had visits from the CFA, 
the police, a friendly dentist, the living 
safely with dogs team and road safety 
trainers. We will also be visiting our 
friends at Salisbury House a little closer 
to Christmas to bring some extra cheer 
with a sing-along.

Our Parent Advisory Group (PAG) 
hosted the AGM on 17 November along 
with a barbecue and we are thankful to 
all the new members joining the PAG for 
2023. They are an invaluable part of the 
kinder team and we always welcome 
extra help. We also held a working bee in 
November to commence a new sensory 
garden. We are always grateful for new 
things to grow in our garden.

We are excited to be welcoming more 
new families and children in 2023 as 
Kinder programs expand with more 
hours available to our 3-year-olds.

Wishing all our families old and new, 
and our lovely community a very happy 
Christmas from us all. 

Joanne Mason and the kinder team

Thankyou kinder teachers
On behalf of the Kindergarten Parent 
Advisory Group and wider kinder 
parent group I would like to say a 
very big thank you to the incredible 
kindergarten educators we have here in 
Upper Beaconsfield. We have seen so 
much growth in our children this year, 
as they have returned to normal living 
post Covid. They have thrived on the 
nurturing care and inspiring programs 
offered at our kinders.

The children completing the four-
year-old program are bursting to 

start school. They are 
confident in themselves 
as individuals, as 
community members and as learners. 
Similarly, the children completing three-
year-old kinder can’t wait to move over 
to “big kinder” although of course they 
will miss Jackie and Alison. Thankfully, 
our small community means our kids 
get to hug and wave to our teachers for 
many years following kindergarten!

Sadly, we say goodbye to one of our 
four-year-old teachers, Deb, who has 
recently resigned. Deb, thank you so 
much for your dedication and passion 
towards caring for our children in the 
earliest years of their education. You 
have created and feature in many of 
our children’s treasured memories and 
we cannot thank you enough for that. 
You will be so missed. We wish you all 
the very best for the future.

Leah Tomek
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Christmas word search
Find these words in the grid

FIRETRUCK
PUDDING

SANTA
STOCKINGS

ELF
FRIENDS
CAROLS

BELLS
RUDOLPH

FAMILY
CANDLES

LIGHTS
TREES
STAR

LOLLYBAGS
DECORATIONS

MINCEPIES
REINDEER
PRESENTS

CHRISTMAS

X B E L L S G Q U C A N D L E S C X R U

J K S B X S R E I N D E E R L Q S P N B

U B U K E E T C F A R Z W B W D C U Y J

E Q J K S U P H E J A S S S M G F K T F

S D Q H D T N D G T M F G D Y O J Z N U

T I A U T B Q H N I L E A X K U L O O F

A T F Q F K J A K C L R B Y F L E M R B

R C H A P N S T I T X K Y U Z J D I U P

V L H W C F O J R C K C L W B G E V X U

T N W R N W R E L L F U L Q J N H V P T

K Q A M S L E R G N V R O Q D M T I U L

V B B C U S G H D U Y T L S Y Q C I D M

M I N C E P I E S J J E C F I R B I D G

V J I Q J V L R W R M R G A E U T P I E

S T O C K I N G S K N I D S R D P N N F

O T U B V C M S F V J F B A W O G L G A

D B A C Q K K Y N A A Q R F L L L T J M

K K M Y C H R I S T M A S W F P M S A I

Y S N O I T A R O C E D R K V H T V F L

O V T B P U A T P R E S E N T S K Y I Y
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Activities at the UB Men’s Shed
Recent months have shown a return 
to near full functions in the shed. We 
have moved into a period of activities 
and meetings. A clean-up of the shed 
is in progress after some neglect 
through the covid restrictions. We 
are rationalising our equipment and 
disposing of unrequired items, some of 
which were useful in the past, and are 
still functional, but the shed has moved 
on and different activities are now at 
the forefront. We set up a Facebook 
marketplace to dispose of unrequired 
items.

Over this quarter, we continued 
creating hiking poles, constructed 
wooden items such as serviette 
holders, pencil cases (60 pencil cases 
were donated to a local school), and 
many small metalwork items. We 
created 140 card holders for a group at 
Beaconsfield.

We are assisting the Upper 
Beaconsfield Festival Committee in 
preparation for their annual event in 

February by constructing 400 
medallions and creating 10 trophies as 

awards for the fun 
run at the festival. 
The medallions 
are made from 
80-year-old 
recycled timber, 
and each one is 
unique.

Bowen Timber has 
donated a heap 
of nails, screws, 
and various small 

fittings to help in our endeavours. 
Blacksmithing tools have also been 
donated.

Of course, no quarter would be 
complete without sausage sizzles, and 
we have held successful ones at Coles 
and Bunnings, as well as running a stall 
at Akoonah Market.

Over the next month, we will visit an 
apple orchard, have a Christmas dinner 
with partners, and will participate in 
the local carols in the park.

Looking for new members! 
UB Men’s Shed is open from 9-4 
Tuesday, Wednesday 9-3, Thursday 
on request. Come up on Wednesday 
morning when we have a meeting of all 
members, share a coffee and biscuits 
and a bit of humour, and learn more 
about us. The shed is in Halford Street; 
parking in RSL carpark.

Contact Noel Ling (president) on 0414 
443 735, or secubms@gmail.com for 
more info.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
UpperBeaconsfieldMensShed/

Web site: https://sites.google.com/site/
upperbeaconsfieldmensshed/

See our invitation on page 31

Noel Ling

Eric Bumpstead celebrated his  
90th birthday at the shed

Farewell
Unfortunately, over the last 18 months 
we have sadly lost four valuable shed 
members. The following is a brief tribute 
to their contributions and participation.

Phil Jones
Phil was a long-time member and whilst 
there, passed on his considerable skills in 
wood-working and cabinet making. He 
was involved with training and teaching 
skills in a female wood-working class 
and received accolades for his patience 
and help. Despite his rough exterior, Phil 
was a warm gentle and a very generous 
individual who donated equipment and 
tools to our group. We all miss his gruff 
voice, and his peregrinations around in 
his Rolls Royce wheelchair.

Michael Oliver
Mick was another long-time member 
who involved his substantial mechanical 
knowledge in many projects around 
the Men’s Shed. Mick led a team of 
members and primary school pupils 

on a project to build a quality chook 
house at the school. This project was 
special, as Mick insisted that the pupils 
be involved in all aspects, thus passing 
on skills and techniques. Mick’s advice 
and suggestions were a valuable aid in 
all projects involved. Another enduring 
memory was his sense of humour and 
raucous laughter that would brighten up 
your day.

Cornelis Vanderkruk
Case brought a wealth of woodworking 
expertise as well as building experience 
in the shed. He was an imposing figure 
of proud Dutch heritage, whose presence 
and knowledge were much admired.

Case was interested in many projects, 
sometimes constructing prototypes 
to assess options. He had a thirst for 
knowledge on many subjects and was 
always getting involved in conversations 
and alternatives on any subject.

George Gibson
George was another long-term member, 

who was a quiet achiever and a 
thorough gentleman. A person you knew 
would get involved whenever he was 
available.

Every now and then, George would go 
missing from the shed, and this was 
because wherever there was a need for 
volunteers such as Farm Aid or Fire Aid, 
George would be there rebuilding fences 
or cleaning up after a disastrous event. 
He never said much about all this, but 
you could guarantee that where there 
was a need for help, he would be there 
to assist. He was also involved in the 
local CFA.

We all miss these wonderful gentlemen 
and are all richer for their contribution to 
the Upper Beaconsfield Men’s Shed and 
the community in general.

We also thank the various locals who 
have donated tools and materials to the 
shed. This helps us to provide a service to 
others as economically as possible.
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Cardinia Council news
Upgrades to Upper Beaconsfield 
bike track are rolling ahead  
Cardinia Shire Council are set to 
commence works to redevelop the 
bike track at the Upper Beaconsfield 
Recreation Reserve in November. 
Following two rounds of community 
consultation, Council reviewed and 
revised the proposed design to include 
the feedback and ideas from the local 
community, the reserve Committee 
of Management and DELWP 
(Department of Environment, Land 
and Water) as land owner of Upper 
Beaconsfield Reserve. The new bike 
track will include: 

•	 Two	key	starting	platforms	accessed	
from the carpark 

•	 Asphalt	pump	track	and	upgrade	of	
the existing dirt track 

•	 Resting	and	viewing	platforms	

•	 Jumps	and	features	suitable	for	all	
ages and skill level 

The existing track will be closed during 
construction and updates will be 
posted on Council’s Creating Cardinia 
web page. This project is fully funded 
by Council and works are expected to 
be completed before the end of the 
year, conditions permitting. For more 
information visit www.cardinia.vic.
gov.au/majorprojects or call the Parks 
Planning team on 1300 787 624.  

Cardinia Shire welcomes Growing 
Suburbs Funding
Cardinia Shire Council has welcomed 
the announcement of $3.35 million 
from the Victorian Government’s 
2022–23 Growing Suburbs Fund for 
the redevelopment of the Upper 
Beaconsfield Community, Sport and 
Scout Pavilion at the Recreation 
Reserve (next to the football oval). 
The proposed project will deliver a new 
community, sport, and scout facility, 
which will include change rooms, 
umpires’ rooms, gym, storage, social/
community room, and scout facility. 
As a substantial capital works project 
with a current cost estimate of over $9 
million, Council continues to advocate 

for additional funding support from 
the State and Federal Governments to 
implement this important community 
project. 

Express your interest now for 
Community Capital Works 
Partnership Grants 2023–24
During a review of the Community 
Capital Works Grants program process 
in 2020, Council found that Category 
2 projects require a greater level of 
application detail and additional 
support for community group 
applicants. The new-look grants have 
been divided into three categories 
and have been designed to be more 
accessible to community members and 
groups across the shire. Categories 
include:

Community capital works grants 
(Category 1): Grants of up to $20,000 
per project are available from a set 
priorities list that will enhance the 
facility. Council manages the delivery of 
these projects.

Community capital works partnership 
grants (Category 2): Matched funding 
grants of up to $35,000 per project 
are available for a community group’s 
choice of project that will benefit a 
Council asset/facility and increase 
participation and inclusion. Community 
groups contribute financially and 
manage the works with guidance from 
Council.

Major equipment grants (Category 
3): Matched funding grants of up to 
$20,000 per project are available to 
purchase major equipment to assist in 
the maintenance of sporting grounds, 
outer grounds, or large internal areas.

Expression of Interest (EOI) 
applications are open now. This is 
earlier than in previous years to provide 
community groups with more time to 
work through their project planning 
before the detailed applications open 
in January 2023. Eligible community 
groups and organisations that would 
like to apply for a Community Capital 
Works Partnership Grant (Category 

2) in 2023–24 
will need to 
complete 
their EOI form and have the 
proposed project supported by 
Council before they can proceed to 
the detailed application process in 
January 2023. Expressions of Interest 
must be submitted online through 
SmartyGrants before Friday 16 
December 2022: www.cardinia.vic.gov.
au/ccwg

Weed control grants
Applications are now open for Council’s 
2022-23 weed control grants.

The grants are available to help 
landowners and community groups 
control noxious and environmental 
weeds on private property and 
bushland reserves. Funding is available 
for: 

•	 disposing	of	weeds		

•	 hiring	equipment		

•	 hiring	contractors		

•	 purchasing	herbicide		

A maximum of $350 per landholder 
or $750 for community groups is 
available to applicants within Cardinia 
Shire. Applications will remain open 
until the funds are fully allocated. 
We recommend you apply as soon as 
possible. Visit www.cardinia.vic.gov.
au/weedcontrolgrants or for more 
information, call Council’s Biodiversity 
Officer on1300 787 624. 

•	 Identify	common	weeds	in	Cardinia	
Shire with our online weed directory 
at www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/
weeddirectory   

•	 For	tips	on	removing	weeds	and	
suggestions for plants to replace 
them with, visit www.cardinia.vic.gov.
au/removingweeds 

Merry Christmas
On behalf of Cardinia Shire Council, 
I would like to wish all Upper 
Beaconsfield residents a very Merry 
Christmas and enjoyable festive 
season. Take care. 

Councillor Brett Owen

Green Waste Drop-off dates and locations
Pakenham
Friday 2 to Monday 5 December 2022

Future Recycling Transfer Station 

30-32 Exchange Drive, Pakenham 

All days: 9 am to 4 pm

What you can drop off
Residential amounts of garden waste, 
including:

flowers, garden prunings, grass 
clippings, leaves, weeds, tree branches 
and trunks up to 30 centimetres wide 
and one metre long, 
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Christmas at St John’s
This week I have started my Christmas 
shopping. It is so close, and I have so 
much to do. Anyone else leaving it a 
little too late this year? Or are you just 
giving up and sitting on the couch and 
doing it mostly online?

I’m one of those people who loves the 
atmosphere of the shopping centre at 
Christmas. The songs, the decorations, 
the rush. What I don’t love is the cost. 
It seems that as my kids get older, the 
things they want cost more and more 
and it gets more and more expensive. 
The cost at Christmas is huge. 

For Christians the idea of a costly 
Christmas is not new. Not because of 
the presents and the food and time 
spent preparing, but in what it cost God 
to send his son Jesus. If you look at the 
Bible, there is a distinct pattern. God 
created and loved us, and we made 
mistakes, and then God saved us and 

then helped us start again. The cycle is repeated 
in many 
forms but 
essentially it 
is the same. 

Jesus was born at Christmas and died 
at Easter to save people from their 
problems. The cost for the father God 
was to see his son die. This death was 
the ultimate price to pay, and it gives 
us all a very special opportunity. 

It means we can come to God with 
freedom, knowing we are not perfect. It 
means the cost has already been paid 
for our forgiveness and we, if we choose 
him, get this open door to heaven. If 
you want to know more, join us at any 
of our Christmas services and meet 
this Jesus who paid costly price for our 
eternity. 

Rev Shannon Lee

Cardinia Beaconhills 
Beaconhills has not escaped the rain 
but only once in recent weeks is it 
on record that the game gave way 
to cappuccinos and cards in front of 
the fire. On the golf club’s Santa list 
is a fine afternoon for the popular 
kids’ Christmas party on Sunday 
4 December.

The long-term project to replace 
fairway grass with more efficient couch 
is nearing completion with the holes on 
the front nine of the Hills course now 

the focus. Golfers are enjoying the Back 
Nine and Lakes combination while the 
work is under way. 

The feedback from the Rules Night 
was that it was a great success with 
over thirty members attending. A big 
thanks to professional Dylan Higgins 
who organised Graeme Scott and 
Heath McLeod to come and share their 
knowledge and take questions from 
members. We learnt a lot!

Achievements at home: Men’s 
Foursomes 
Championship 
gross and nett G 
Engley & J Simons 
149 gross 144 nett. 
Women’s Foursomes 
Championship gross 
and nett S van 
Strien and D Lewis 
174 gross 158 nett. 
Mixed Foursomes 
Championship J 
Marsiglio and D 
Lewis. Founders’ 
Trophy: Brian 
Andrews defeated 
Craig Harris 4 & 3. 
Brian was assisted 
by son Seb who 
caddied for him on 
the day.

Achievements away: 
Club professional 
Dylan Higgins 

won the Lonsdale Links Pro-Am. Dylan 
shot even par (after bogeys on his 
last 2 holes) to win by a shot. Chrissy 
Mooibroek and Libby Michell won 
the Golf Australia Doris Chambers 
with 37 points at Southern GC. Craig 
‘Tex’ Perkins recently represented the 
club and district at the Country Week 
championships. Craig played at no 1 
and halved his match. Unfortunately, 
other matches were washed out. 
Congratulations to Heather Hamilton 
who won the Silver Division at 
Mornington Bowl with 37 points.

Wednesday afternoon twilight golf is 
back up and running and getting good 
numbers. Twilight golf is a nine-hole 
competition open to all players. It is a 
perfect way to break the week – just 
give the staff in the pro shop a call 
if you need more information about 
joining in. 

Pro Shop: golf bookings, clinics, lessons 
and equipment enquiries 5945 9230 or 
proshop@beaconhillsgolf.com.au 

Membership: 5945 9210 or  
info@beaconhillsgolf.com.au

Hospitality: Bistro meals available 
Wednesdays and Fridays – no BYO 
drinks due to licence.  
Bookings: 5945 9210.

Matt van der Kraan
Suzanne van Strien and Delanie Lewis – Winners of the Women’s 
Foursomes Championship
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Show jumping day success
Upper Beaconsfield Horse and Pony Club
It was muddy, and it poured with rain, 
but that didn’t dampen the enthusiasm 
of the 116 riders who competed in 
our annual Show Jumping Day at 
the Tonimbuk Equestrian Centre on 
Tuesday 1 November. It was awesome 
to watch the Pony Club and open 
riders pit their skills against each other 
as they navigated the challenging 
courses. There were many talented 
horse and rider combinations, and 
the competition was fierce, so it was 
thrilling that our club members placed 
so well. A huge congratulations to 
the following members for their great 
results: 

•	 Avril	Charman	–	Pony	Club	B	Grade	
Overall Champion and Reserve 
Champion

•	 Saffron	Allday	–	Pony	Club	D	Grade	
Reserve Champion

•	 Chloe	Westerveld	–	Pony	Club	E	
Grade Overall Champion

•	 Sienna	McPherson	–	Pony	Club	E	
Grade Reserve Champion, and

•	 Sarah	Laukhart,	Vivien	Robinson,	
Eva Robinson – all placing

Upper Beaconsfield Horse and 
Pony Club Show Jumping Day 
Sponsors 2022
The event ran smoothly thanks to the 
hard work of our volunteers. However, 
it couldn’t have been held without 
the generosity of our sponsors. We 
are grateful for their support, and 
heartened that local business continues 
to support our little club. Thank you 
from all of us.

Horseland, Upper Beaconsfield General 
Store, South Eastern Equine Hospital, 
Hairy Pony, Officer Grain 
Store, Bunnings Warehouse, 
Oakdale Meat Co, 
Equissage Edge, Off The 
Track, Red Gem Growers 
& Packers, eQuus Care 
Nutrition

Next month we are 
holding our annual club 
gymkhana, which also 
includes a fancy dress 
parade. We’re expecting 
to see some very creative 
outfits! 

If you’re looking for a 
friendly local club to join, 
please take advantage of 
our come and try days. The 
club meets on the third 
Sunday of the month and 
is fortunate to have expert 
coaches across a range of 

disciplines. For enquiries, please email 
membershipsubpc@gmail.com  (You 
can also find us on our Facebook).

Best presented winners during the last 
quarter:

August 2022 – Niamh O’Loughlin

September 2022 – Sarah Laukhart

October 2002 – Niamh O’Loughlin

Jessica Marriner

Rider profile

Name:  
Sienna McPherson (age 12)

Horse’s name: 
Kepi 

Horse’s breed: 
Arab

Favourite PC activity: 
Mounted games, polocrosse 

and cross-country
2022 riding goal:  

Compete in D Grade show 
jumping
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News from the courts
With the warmer weather coming and 
the rain hopefully behind us, we’re 
looking forward to getting into some 
more consistent tennis over the coming 
weeks at the Upper Beaconsfield Tennis 
Club!

It has been a big few months again at 
the club and we are proud to report 
that four junior teams made the finals 
in the latest BDTA winter season. The 
Section 2, 5 and 11 teams were all 
runners up and our Section 9 team 
premiers. A very big congratulations to 
all the players and well done on your 
efforts throughout the season.  

The BDTA summer season has started 
and again we are very happy to have 
entered five junior teams for the season 
over Saturday and Sunday competition 
(Sections 3, 6, 8, 11 and 15). The season 
is well underway and players having a 
great time on court.

We also have three senior teams 
playing this season, with a men’s team, 
a mixed team and a singles/doubles 
team as well as a mid-week ladies 
team.  

Our night tennis competition is also still 
going strong with competition running 
on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday nights. We are always looking 
for new players and emergency fill ins. 
Please get in touch if you are keen 
to join our night tennis competition! 
We have also introduced a casual 
fortnightly Sunday afternoon hit (with 
plenty of kids and families coming 
along to join in the fun).  

The fabulous coaching team at UBTC 
are continuing to grow and offering a 

full range of programs for all abilities 
including Hot Shots, Group Lessons, 
Semi-Privates Lessons, Private Lessons, 
Squad Coaching, Cardio Tennis, and 
School Holiday Programs. We’ve even 
had a local echidna pacing up and 
down the courts to watch some of 
the lessons. For anyone interested 
in coaching please contact Karen 
on 0403 454 554 or email Karen@
ultimatetennismelbourne.com.  

Finally, we have a few big events 
coming up at the club, so be sure to get 
these dates in the diary!

•	 Our	Christmas	Party	will	take	place	
on Saturday 3 December, from 6 pm, 
including the Junior Club Champ 
Finals from 5 pm and the Senior 
Club Champ Finals from 7 pm;

•	 We	will	be	at	the	
Village Festival 
on Sunday 19 
February 2023 
from 9 am-3 pm 
with plenty of fun activities and 
giveaways; and

•	 Our	next	working	bee	is	scheduled	
for Sunday 19 March 2023.

If you are interested in playing tennis 
or joining the UBTC community the 
club offers a wide range of tennis 
activities to suit everyone! Please get 
in contact: upperbeaconsfieldtc@
gmail.com, www.facebook.com/
upperbeaconsfieldtennisclub 

We hope to see you at the courts!

Emma Tiberi

below: Season 9 Premiers

Section 5 Runners Up Section 11 Runners Up
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Horse dentistry for the 21st century
•	 Performance	floating	for	competition	horses
•	 Remedial	dentistry	/	bit	seating
•	 Foal,	adult	&	senior	horse	dental	checks

Dr Paul Owens
Veterinary Surgeon BVSc MRCVS

Horse Vet Dentist
0451 664 373
www.horsevetdentist.com.au

VILLAGE BELL BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Petruccelli Art Classes
Adult art classes in oil  
& pastel painting

Sunday mornings,  
Monday mornings 
or Monday afternoons 

102 Stoney Creek Rd  
Upper Beaconsfield  

5944 3224

KOONKIE WOORUN
Angora Stud (est. 1974)

Angora does and kids available early January 
Mohair sales to handspinners

Hilary Day
5944 3321 or 0417 038 935 
hmday@ozemail.com.au

Air Conditioning, Mechanical Services, 
General Plumbing, Water Renewals, 
Heating & Ventilation, Maintenance, 

Repairs, Split Systems, C.F.C. Accredited

Paul La Roche 0417 356 135
larocheair@bigpond.com.au

Licence No. 29118

CONVEYANCING PTY LTD

ANN BENTLEY
Shop 2,

31-33 Beaconsfield-Emerald Rd
Upper Beaconsfield

Phone: 5944 3566 Fax: 5944 3571
info@rivendellconveyancing.com.au

Office Locations:
Pakenham

Narre Warren
Drouin

Yarra Junction

Phone: 5941 5166
Email: reception@andrewslegalgroup.com.au

A message from Brad Battin 
As I write this in October there are 32 
days until the Victorian election. When 
you read this article, the election will 
be run and won by someone. If my 
opponent was elected, I wish them all 
the best, if I am returned, I look forward 
to working with the community again. 

No matter the outcome, I would 
like to put on record my thanks and 
appreciation to Malik (Labor), Hayley 
(Greens) and Kerry (Freedom Party). 
Only four of us nominated for the 
Berwick electorate at the time I write 
this, and I want to thank them all for 
being an active part of our democracy. 
We are lucky and privileged in Australia 
to have a system that not only allows 
but encourages participation in our 
democracy without fear or favour. 

From now on, we need to turn our focus 
from the election to the summer fire 
season. Victoria knows all too well what 
a lack of preparation can result in. The 
state government has a responsibility 
on public land, and we know more 
could be done here. At the same 
time individuals have a responsibility 
to protect their own houses and 
community. Make sure you empty the 
gutters, clear as much as possible to 
prevent fire reaching your home. You 
can seek advice from the awesome 
team at the Beaconsfield Upper CFA, 
the volunteers there know the risks and 
the best prevention options. 

Also, the Cardinia Council can offer 
advice and I am confident they will 
point you in the right direction for 

support if you 
need it. Don’t 
leave it too late, 
make sure you 
and your family have a fire plan as they 
do save lives. Finally, with preparation, 
reach out to the neighbours who are a 
little more vulnerable, they may need 
some assistance as this may impact 
your plans. 

Take care this summer, and no matter 
who your local MP is from 27 November 
onwards, they should be there to assist 
you and offer guidance. Thank you 
again and have a wonderful festive 
season.

Brad Battin

Phone 0411 044 745
Open Mon–Fri 6 am–5 pm, Sat 7 am–1 pm

QUALITY FRUIT MINCE PIES
BUY 5, GET 1 FREE 

Orders taken  
for Christmas Puddings and Cakes
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Renovate by 
resurfacing

We specialise in kitchen and bathroom 
resurfacing makeovers.
Resurfacing is around 1/3 the cost of 
traditional renovations.
•	 Full	kitchens
•	 Bench	tops
•	 Full	bathrooms
•	 Bath	tubs
•	 Shower	bases
•	 Flooring
•	 Repair	and	resurface	driveways
•	 All	outdoor	paved	areas
•	 Permanently	restore	dirty,	stained	and	

mouldy grout lines

For more information go to
www.sustainablemakeovers.com.au

or call Rick on 0407 097 525

UBER and SHEBAH 
Kate 0418 386 181 

Fully accredited, licenced,  
WWChildren check, hire car service.  

Upper Beac driver, clean modern car.   
Perfect for a night out, or  

picking up your kids from a party 
 

Emerald & Hills 
Rideshare 

Upper Beaconsfield  
Community Hall

Family functions,  
club fundraisers

Bookings please 
leave a message 

5944 3219

EXECUTIVE 
LANDSCAPES

Design & Construct
Brick, Stone & Cobblestone Paving  
Rock & Water Features  
Bobcat & Tipper Hire

0403 322 409
www.executivelandscapes.com.au

9087 9339  or  0419 567 243
leigh@cliffordelectrics.com.au

Clifford ElECtriCs PTY 
LTD

Industrial • Commercial • Domestic
ABN 70 073 425 386       REC 2631

TREE & 
STUMP 

REMOVAL
– Trees lopped  
– Green waste removal – Slashing  
– Wood splitting or hire  
– On site mulching   

0411 331 573   Grant  
0412 672 048   Craig

VILLAGE BELL BUSINESS DIRECTORY

•	Ride-on	&	hand	mowing	
•	Garden	maintenance
•	Rubbish	removal
•	Trimming		
•	Handyman	service

BERT MOSTERD     
0402 472 996

Thank you to Village Bell advertisers who service and support our community
Affordable rates – villagebell@upperbeaconsfield.org.au



We strive to provide high 

quality clinical care using 

our knowledge, skills and 

passion. We put patients 

at the heart of everything 

we do and provide 

optimum personalised 

care that makes a 

difference to the patient’s 

experience at our clinic. 

You can now see an 

Osteopath, Podiatrist, 

Dietician, and Exercise 

Physiologist at our clinic. 

We also do cosmetic skin 

injections and dermal 

fillers.

Comprehensive Cardiac 

services available on site 

including Holter, ECHO 

and ABPM.

Dr Anshu Malhotra
MRCGP (UK, 2008), FRACGP,  
DFSRH, DRCOG

GP Principal

Dr Puneet Malhotra
MRCGP (UK, 2010), FRACGP,  
DFSRH, DRCOG, PG Dip HCL

GP Principal

www.ubgp.com.au
reception@ubgp.com.au

Ph :   (03) 9044 0750
Fax :  (03) 9111 8502

51 Beaconsfield-Emerald Rd
Upper Beaconsfield, Vic 3808

Opening hours:
Mon, Wed–Fri  8 am – 5 pm
Tues   8 am – 6 pm
Sat   9 am – 2 pm

 Upper Beaconsfield
GP PRACTICE

Ear Syringing

Immunisations

Travel Clinic

Iron Infusion

Pre-Employment 
Check

Commercial Licence 
Medical

Minor Surgical 
Procedures

Hepatitis B and C 
Treatment

Smoking Cessation

Men’s Health

Child and Women’s 
Health

IUDs and Sub 
Dermal Implants

Family Medicine

Chronic Disease  
Management

Pathology Services

Skin Check

Diabetic Clinic

Emergency Care

SAGE ACCOUNTING
Mark A. Sage FCPA
Business Consultant
Registered Tax agent

49 Beaconsfield-Emerald Road, Beaconsfield Upper Vic 3808 
Mob: 0400 865 595  Email: masage@tpg.com.au

ANTI - WRINKLE
Injections & Dermal Fillers

Dr Anshu Malhotra
Dr Puneet Malhotra

OPERATING HOURS
Mon, Wed-Fri    8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Tues                8:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Sat                9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Ph: (03) 9044 0750 
Fax: (03) 9111 8502

www.ubgp.com.au
reception@ubgp.com.au

51 Beaconsfield-Emerald Rd,
Upper Beaconsfield, VIC 3808

Upper Beaconsfield GP Practice.

SKIN CANCER CLINIC

Get assurance by 
getting skin cosmetic 
procedure by a 
qualified Cosmetic GP 

Competitive Rates

Anti-wrinkle and 
Dermal filler injections 
are available now at 
Upper Beaconsfield 
GP Practice 

Skin Cancer Clinic



We have a suggestion
Send the offensive one down to the Upper Beaconsfield  

Men’s Shed. Once there, he will not cause you a problem, and 
may gain new skills, and maybe acquire new friends to annoy, 
and will be a revelation when he returns home armed with a 
wealth of knowledge that will amaze and astound (maybe).

Details about the Shed
Located in Halford Street, Upper Beaconsfield.  

We can park in the RSL carpark. 

We are open on Tuesdays and Wednesdays  
and on request. Tuesday is workshop day.

On Wednesday 10 till noon, we have what we call a  
coffee, tea, biscuits, and bulldust session.  

We even plan community activities. This day is controlled open 
slather; you can talk, tell jokes, solve the odd world problem, 

and also gain some gems of information. 

We have members from all walks of life, and you can bet that 
someone is an “expert” on any subject you like to bring up.   

You need to talk to us
Contact: Noel 0414 443 735,    
or email secubms@gmail.com

Invite to Men’s Shed  
or ... Information for the Real Boss

Is this you?
Your lesser half has either retired, or just hangs  

around the house like a bad smell. He painted the spare  
room, and did some gardening. 

Now, with far too much spare time, he starts giving  
unwanted advice and also thinks he’s younger than he is,  

and starts behaving like a teenager.

What can you do?

Creating and protecting your lifestyle
with advice you can trust

H e l p i n g  s a f e g u a r d  y o u  a n d  y o u r  f a m i l y

w i t h  i n c o m e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  m o r e  . . .

FCA FINANCIAL

Insurance | Superannuation | Financial Planning

Insurance | Superannuation | Investment

TALK TO US
Freecall: 1800 808 027
admin@fcafinancial.com.au

www.fcafinancial.com.au

49 Beaconsfield-Emerald Rd, Beaconsfield Upper, VIC, 3808



We promote independence and choice in aged 
care with services delivered by qualified and 
compassionate people.

Victoria
Beaconsfield Upper, 
Camberwell, Glen Waverley, 
Heathmont, Highett, 
Templestowe, Lower 
TemplestTemplestowe, Pakenham, 
Upper Ferntree Gully, 
Shepparton

New South 
Wales 
Moama
 

Tasmania 
Claremont 

New premium rooms now available in 
Beaconsfield Upper with beautiful views 
of Western Port and French Island.

> 24 Hour Nurses 
> Palliative Care
> Dementia Care
> Ageing in Place
> Allied Health 
> Active Lifestyle 

Let’s Talk
Call 1300 096 671 or visit 
menarocklifeagedcare.com.au

your family, 
our family!

Choose LIFE 
your way!

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879  (A1658008)
OUT_26924958, 21/11/2022

However you celebrate, whoever you’re with, may your

Christmas be merry, always.

From the Community Bank Beaconsfield  team.

During the festive season our branch will close on Saturday 24

December, and reopen Wednesday 28 December.

Community Bank ¥ BeaconsÞeld 9769 5122

Celebrate the

wonderful

 
Celebrating

20 YEARS
OF EXPERTISE

 

 

If you are looking
for a dynamic,

experienced and
successful agent,
please call me.

Beaconsfield 9707 0111
Emerald 5954 0900

   Amanda Charles           0400 347 968

www.kayecharles.com.au


