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The Village Bell – March 2023

Thank you to Captain Ian Pinney, his wife Debbie and members of the Upper 
Beaconsfield Fire Brigade, for staging the excellent Ash Wednesday exhibition, 
Firestorm, which was held from 16 to 20 February. Pictured here with their son 
Harrison. (Photograph Clint Patzack)

A huge success 
The heart of the festival really is the 
community, those that volunteer 
and participate in education, sports, 
environment, emergency, and social 
activities are the beating heart of the 
village and all those that support them, 
we applaud you all for turning out to 
make the day as special as it was.

The UBVF is a sub committee of the 
Upper Beaconsfield Association (UBA) 
who stepped in last minute to enable 

the festival to go ahead. Thanks 
also to the Split Rock Rovers who 
helped out with both the run and 
festival. Our appreciation to the 
Men’s Shed, CFA and Cardinia 
Shire Council who also partner us. 
Thanks also to our main sponsors 
The General Store & Over the Road, 
RMBL, My Pension Manager, My 
Expert, Peake Real Estate and 
Wellington Village Shopping Centre.
Photographs by Tim Bowman (Tower Run) 
and Rosemary Hawke Festival coverage continued on page 5

Uptown Brown
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Month 45 yr av. 2022 2023

Jan 63.6 64.0 37.8

Feb 58.4 4.0

Mar 64.2 81.8

Apr 78.3 89.5

May 86.1 46.6

Jun 80.3 123.6

Jul 78.6 56.4

Aug 85.7 147.3

Sep 90.6 56.1

Oct 94.3 184.8

Nov 86.5 126.4

Dec 80.4 80.0

Total 947 mm 1061mm

Rainfall on St Georges Road 

Of gods and gambling
November rain of 126 mm was 8 mm 
above last year and 40 mm above 
average.

December’s rainfall of 80 mm was 
48 mm over last year, but equal to the 
average.

January was dry with 26 mm less than 
last year and 26 mm below average.

For the 2022 calendar year, we received 
1060.5 mm which was 76 mm higher 
than last year and 113 mm more than 
average.

November felt wet, and it was wet. 
I recorded rainfall on 22 days of the 
month. This pattern continued until 
mid-December, then rain no more. 
In the second half of December we 
had just two rainy days. January 
followed with a mere seven rain days 
for the entire month. The Bureau 
of Meteorology predicted a slowly 
declining La Niña, but the rain gods 
arose one morning and voted to go 
on strike. They had had enough of La 
Niña and a proposed BOM rebranding. 
The gods withheld their services and 
only allowed rain on nine days from 
the middle of December through to 
the end of January. ‘Let there be light’ 
they proclaimed, and the winter gloom 
began to clear. The abrupt wet to dry 
brought some fine days of summer 
in time for the holiday season. Not 
especially hot, but certainly more 
conducive to an outdoor lifestyle.

So, what comes next?
For the Melbourne region, the BOM 
suggests situation normal(ish) for the 
summer autumn period. Meaning, 

average weather conditions. Other 
forecasters predict something similar. 
This could mean more days at average 
temperatures of mid to high twenties, 
and not many days in the mid to 
high thirties. If this is the case, we 
might interpret the experience as a 
cool summer. The cold snap in early 
February certainly aided such thinking. 
As for rainfall, it seems that drier 
weather might continue in our region. 
We must all wait and see.

For now, as I write this on 7 February, it 
feels like faded rains and abated heat. 
What really pans out only the weather 
gods know. Another year of over a 
metre of rain? Don’t bank on it. Another 
year of lowered bush fire risk? We’re not 
there yet, so stay prepared. Weather 
forecasting may be a science, but there 
seems some correlation with picking 
the lotto numbers, and then paying off 
the weather gods to really know what 
is coming. Good luck!

Andrew Rewell

Village Bell Issue No. 231 
March 2023

Editorial coordinator  
Helen Smith tel 5944 3219 
Editorial team Julie Born, Linda 
Burridge, Des Lavery, Caro Letts, 
Cheryl O’Gallagher 
Layout Marianne Rocke 
Photo editor Cameron Rocke 

Next issue: June 2023

Send articles by 7 May 2023 to  
villagebell@upperbeaconsfield.org.au

The Village Bell is published by Upper 
Beaconsfield Association Inc., PO 
Box 86, Upper Beaconsfield VIC 
3808. Incorporated 1987. Inc. No. 
A0012780S No material from this 
publication may be reproduced in 
any manner without the permission 
of the editor. The editor reserves 
the right to edit articles for length, 
language, readability and appropriate 
content. The Village Bell advises that 
the views or remarks expressed in 
this publication are not necessarily 
the views of the volunteer Village 
Bell editorial or production team. No 
service or endorsement is implied by 
the listing of advertisers, sponsors or 
contributors.  
The Village Bell is a member of the 
Community Newspaper Association 
of Victoria www.cnav.org.auSupport your Village Bell 

If you like reading the Village Bell, please help to fund it. All we ask is for 
households to pay a yearly $5 support towards producing the Village Bell. 

You can pay $5 at the Post Office, or pay by internet banking to  
Upper Beaconsfield Association Inc., Bendigo Bank, BSB 633-000  
account number 162 580 112. 

Tag your payment with your name so we know who sent it. If you live outside the 
local area we can mail the Bell to you for $15 per year. Thank you!

Thank you Frank Archer, Doug Bail, Odie Barwick, Andre Bokos, Pat Bolson, 
Julie Born, Linda Burridge, Lesley Davidson, Janine & Guido Dissegna, Drew 
Dunstone, Janice & Jason Fankhauser, Helen Ferguson, Bronwyn & Mike 
Fitzgerald, Mike Hall, Stan Hamilton, Rosemary Hawke, Jasmine Hewson & 
Dixon Robinson, Carl Hirst, Marie Howard, F & C Huisman, Helen & Frank 
Humme, Kate Hutson, Harry Jensen, Graham & Helen Kneen, Kerry Laurie, Des 
Lavery, Caro Letts, Noel Ling, Sue & Alan McGavin, Tina McGuffie, Anne Mehla, 
Brian Metcalf, Cheryl & Fergus O’Gallagher, Palmer Family, Dot Pockett, Jenny 
Pritchard, Judy & Michael Prowse, Jason Ramsy, Andrew Rewell, Cameron & 
Marianne Rocke, Greg Roff, Peter Rose, Sarah Sankey, Peter & Sue Simmons, 
Helen Smith, Caroline Spencer, Bob Taylor, Arnie & Gerry Vullings

U
B
A

Upper
Beaconsfield
Association

Enhancing our community
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Village Festival – A huge success
What a truly wonderful day was had 
by all at the Village Festival this year. 
Not sure if it was the weather, the 
lack of a festival for two years or a 
combination of both, but it seemed to 
many that it was busier than ever. The 
township turned out early to welcome 
home the Tower Runners with Uptown 
Brown the one-man band singing them 
all home. The run has always been a 
main feature of the festival and it was 
wonderful to see its return, as it was no 
mean feat throwing that together. 

As for the festival itself, there was so 
much going on it is hard to know where 
to start. What a brilliant turn out by the 
town’s community groups. The BUPS 
egg and bacon rolls must have been 
tasty as they were sold out early, the 
green groups were a hive of activity 
all day; it is great to see so many 
environmentally active organisations 
in this community. The tennis club 
and scouts were in great form down 
on the court with the younger kids 
learning ball skills, mini golf and 
scouting activities. The Men’s Shed had 
woodworking in the shed and were a 

great help selling the hand stamps 
for the amusements, and if you got 
the chance those CWA scones were 
simply delicious!

The Ash Wednesday Memorial 
Garden was a colourful kids’ 
wonderland with a huge range of 
interactive activities for all ages, 
whilst over near the community 
garden the megaxtreme and chair-o-
plane were in hot demand. 

The main stage was jam packed all 
day with music and dancing shows 
after the Tower Run winners were 
announced. The entertainment kicked 
off with a Laughter Yoga session, and 
later the dancers put on a lively show, 
as did the Haileybury Strings Ensemble. 
The stalls over at the community 
garden had a productive day, we were 
told there was a happy vibe from 
customers, and the Enviro Warrior 
kids really helped out with the waste 
separating, go you green things! Our 
emergency services went all out with 
the CFA BBQ and kids mini SES truck.

It was hard to find anyone who was 

not completely in awe of the emotive 
CFA Ash Wednesday display in the hall. 
Sensitively constructed and informative 
in equal measures, it painted a perfect 
picture of that unforgettable day and 
the devastation it unleashed on our 
beautiful town, particularly for those 
that may not be aware of how it all 
unfolded. To Debbie and Ian Pinney and 
their crew, it was the highlight for many 
visitors at the festival, well done. 

Thank you to Gail Kelly for initiating the 
first festival committee meeting.

Rosemary Hawke

FESTIVAL VOLUNTEERS
We are a friendly committee who 
joined forces only six months ago to 
put on UBVFest 2023. We would love 
to hear from you if you would like to 
join or help the Upper Beaconsfield 

Village Festival Committee. 

We know some people find it difficult to make regular 
meetings, that’s ok, you can still help. There are a lot of 
administrative and fundraising jobs that can be done 
behind the scenes and working from home. You don’t need 
to have experience just enthusiasm and a 
smile. 

If you would like to help please email us: 
ubvillagefest@gmail.com or contact us 
through our Facebook page: www.facebook.
com/UBvillageFestival.

For my first attempt at organising an 
event like the Tower Run, I’m more than 
happy with how the 23rd edition went. 
Tom Gibson hung up his microphone 
and committee membership during the 
Covid years but he still got the running 
shoes out this year which was great 
to see. Getting the call in September, 
I wondered if I was up to the task but 
as the weeks went by, I realised how 
solid and proactive the fresh-faced 
committee was that I had behind 
me. With a focus on sustainability, 
a few things were done differently 
for our unique event this year. We 
had amazing finishers’ medals and 
trophies all designed, produced and 
fully recycled by the UB Men’s Shed. 
We also aimed for zero single-use 
cups which, while in fitting with the 
beautiful surroundings, brought new 
challenges of keeping entrants suitably 
hydrated. The General Store kindly 
supplied their water truck for water 
refills at the halfway point and we had 
two water refill stations specifically 
made for the festival area. The 
committee are already in talks about 
how to improve on this while honouring 
their commitment to increasing 
sustainability and minimising waste. 
There was a total of $1000 in prize 
money supplied to all 20 trophy 
winners thanks to MyExpert and the 

$500 biggest group of entries prize 
once again went to BUPS thanks to My 
Pension Manager. The race itself was a 
fast paced one with many of the front 
runners breaking records from previous 
years. With 259 entrants, it was great 
to see so many locals and also the 
younger generation getting involved 
and winning their categories but also 
lots of runners from beyond Upper 
Beaconsfield coming to town for this 
friendly community event and keeping 
the competition alive. After lots of 
positive feedback from participants 
and profits going back into UB 

community 
groups I 
think it’s 
fair to say 
there is a 
real interest 
for the 
Tower Run 
to continue 
for many years to come. If you’d like 
to be part of planning, organising and 
helping keep the event going, please 
get in touch at ubvillagefest@gmail.
com

Drew Dunstone

Drew Dunstone presenting the BUPS pupils their prize  
for entering the largest group in the Tower Run
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UBA strengthens its purpose
A group of residents formed the Upper 
Beaconsfield Association in 1974 as a 
township association for the residents 
of Upper Beaconsfield, Dewhurst, 
and Guys Hill. Over many years, the 
UBA has delivered many benefits to 
our community. Members of the UBA 
have quietly and proudly stood up, 
dedicating time and effort, to make 
a meaningful contribution to the 
community in which we all live.

However, with changing times, older 
residents have departed, and new 
residents have moved into town. 
Representation of the community is 
currently not optimal, and community 
awareness of the UBA is low. The covid 
pandemic restrictions led to declining 
attendance at general meetings 
attendance resulting in a lack of 
feedback. People ask, “What is the 
UBA?” Or “What does the UBA do”?

Internally, the committee membership 
is of a similar demographic, interest, 
and to some extent, skill set. These 
issues bring both advantage and 
disadvantage, are likely common to 
many small town committees, but do 
challenge governance, and constrict 
community representation and 
effectiveness.

Externally, some of the UBA’s 
challenges are due to our changed 
operating environment. Demographics 
are changing as new and younger 
people see benefits of living in the 
Upper Beaconsfield area but may 
not have a background of community 
volunteering. 

For all community groups legal and 
regulatory compliance commands more 
time and adds complexity, as does risk 
and insurance management. Most 
community groups are continuously 
trying to do more with less.

Action plan
What to do – throw in the proverbial 
towel? Or, have a go!

Step 1. In 2022 the committee clarified 
a vision or purpose for the UBA as a 
collaborative voice for our community, 
to advocate and advance the resilience 
and sustainability of where we live 
based on the principles of: 

•	 Community

•	 Sustainability

•	 Connection	to	the	outdoor	
environment

Step 2. Ensure the committee is fit for 
purpose, to take a mirror and look at 
ourselves. We need to change, bring 
new ideas and people in. New to the 
committee in 2023 is Odie Barwick. 
Odie brings a younger, energised and 
‘can do’ representation to the UBA. 
Odie is coordinator of the Village 
Festival Committee. As I write this 
article, the festival is yet to occur. 
Having seen first-hand the enormous 
effort of this group, I am sure the return 
of this event will be welcomed and 
enjoyed by many.

Step 3. Improve UBA community 
awareness, relevance, and 
representation with a subcommittee 
structure. These groups now operate as 
subcommittees of the UBA:

•	 Village	Bell	Committee

•	 Upper	Beaconsfield	Village	Festival	
Committee

•	 Upper	Beaconsfield	Beautification	
Group

•	 Upper	Beaconsfield	Green	Initiatives	
Group

•	 Upper	Beaconsfield	Carols	in	the	
Park

Each subcommittee member is a 
member of the UBA. Each group has 
representation on the UBA Committee. 
And, each group, as a part of the UBA, 
directly enhances our community.

Step 4. Develop partnerships to 
deliver projects and events that 
further advance the resilience and 
sustainability of where we live. The UBA 
Christmas Carols are enabled through 
a partnership with the CFA, the Men’s 
Shed and the musical performers, who 
collectively bring Christmas Eve to life 
in our town.

The upgrade to the Elephant Rock 
lookout is due to the tenacity of 
Jenny Pritchard, Beautification Group 
coordinator and UBA committee 
member. I am hopeful of forthcoming 
Cardinia Council permission to rebuild 
the overgrown walking trail in Salisbury 
Gully. To enact this, and other trails, 
the UBA will have to collaborate and 
partner. I look forward to dialogue with 
the Upper Beaconsfield Conservation 
Group who I know also seek trail 
upgrades in our environment.

A Charing Cross upgrade, anchored 
with a new feature garden, will be so 
desirable you will seek to hang out 

there. A space to relax in, admire, and 
be proud of. A space that starts to 
reveal how our township can improve 
its presentation and biodiversity. A UBA 
partnership with Evan Gaulke from 
Ochre Landscapes, who volunteered his 
exceptional design talents, means we 
now have a plan. A concept plan that 
is so appealing, it is now the plan, and 
stage one to be delivered by Cardinia 
Shire, is ever so close. 

Cardinia Shire Council is a pivotal 
partner of the UBA. Hardly a month 
goes by without the UBA seeking 
council funding, permission or permits, 
guidance and advice. I am appreciative 
of the relationship with council and 
its officers, and for their time and 
contribution to the UBA. I am indebted 
to Brett Owen, Beacon Hills Ward 
councillor, for his unwavering support 
and advocacy of local committees 
and groups. Funding is always scarce, 
and older towns often run last to 
the endless demand on resources by 
development growth corridors. Brett 
ensures that we receive a fair return on 
our rates. 

Future
I am sure we can create a more 
effective way of working for the 
many groups in our area. A coalition 
of partners will be more persuasive 
and powerful than disparate groups 
trying to carve out a singular future. A 
collective voice with aligned objectives 
will more quickly produce a better 
future for our lives in the hills.

Longer term, a multi stakeholder 
strategic board to develop a whole of 
town strategic plan in collaboration 
with Council would seem like a sensible, 
effective, and attainable goal.

The UBA purpose is clear, enhance 
our community, improve our amenity. 
I thank each of my UBA committee 
colleagues for their willingness to do 
so. If you are of a similar mind, please 
come and join us.

Andrew Rewell, UBA President

U
B
A

Upper
Beaconsfield
Association

Enhancing our community
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Type of waste 2020 2023

Organic material (kg) 50 kg 33 kg 

Landfill / Waste (kg) 46 kg 23 kg 

Recycling 57 kg 17.5 kg  

Coffee Cups (on site 
amount) 

335 380

Mug Library  70 22

Aluminium Cans 
(amount)

No 
data 

367

Egg shells and coffee grounds (not measured) 
were also diverted from landfill.

‘Zero-Waste’ at the Village Festival
We are pleased to report the 'Zero-
Waste' results for the Village Festival 
and are proud to be reflecting the 
communities’ desire to do their best 
for the planet. Collaborating with 
community groups and stallholders has 
led to significant change. 

The generation of waste, recyclables 
and organics was down from the 
previous festival. Helped by recent bans 
on some single use plastics, including 
‘compostable’ plastic. More so, the 
willingness of the community and stalls 
to get onboard with a zero-waste vision 
made the difference.
The festival’s aesthetic has changed 
as we prioritise and promote local and 
sustainable options. The absence of 
plastic show bags, cheap promotional 
materials, balloons and low quality 
plastic toys was evident. Whilst 
cleaning up at the end of the day, we 
observed less litter than at previous 
festivals. 
Surprisingly, we managed to fill a 
wheelie bin with plastic bottles, even 
though they were not made available 
by stallholders! Waste to landfill, or 
the environment, included items like 
tetra packs, soft plastics, nappies, 
baby wipes, broken glass, toys and 
miscellaneous debris too small for the 
sorting machines. Contamination was 
avoided due to the massive effort of 
the BUPS Enviro-Warriors who deserve 
an extra special mention. Thank you to 
the Cardinia Shire Council for providing 
the bins and litter pickers. 
Coffee cups are a major (growing) issue. 
Although we saw a trend downwards in 
other areas, coffee cups increased. The 
mug library was not utilised to its full 
potential and Keep-Cups are not yet 
part of the Upper Beac coffee culture. 
On a positive note, the Community 
Alliance for Waste Reduction and 
Sustainability (CAWRS) diverted 
many hundreds of egg shells from the 
BUPS stall to be used in local gardens. 
Aluminium cans were separated and 

donated locally. Organic matter 
in the form of coffee grounds, 
food, napkins and wooden cutlery 
are being processed on site to be 
returned to the gardens. 
We also saw an end to the many 
hundreds of plastic wristbands in 
favour of a custom made hand 
stamp. In addition, the Men’s Shed 
crafted the medals and trophies 
for the Tower Run using reclaimed 
materials. 
So where to from here? We are hoping 
to power the festival using solar and 
end the use of polluting generators. 
In order to create zero waste, we are 
looking into a ‘wash against waste’ 
system, as seen at other festivals. 

Although water was available in 
abundance (thanks, Glen!) more 
stations with better signage is on the 
agenda. 
As promised; the strangest thing found 
in the bins was.... a pair of thongs!

Carl Hirst

The new GIG in town
The recent Upper Beaconsfield Village 
Festival proved to be a most enjoyable 
and successful day for the newly 
formed community group, the Upper 
Beaconsfield Green Initiatives Group 
(UBGIG). UBGIG is keen to work with 
the community (Upper Beaconsfield 
& surrounds) for the benefit of the 
environment and the community.

A huge thank you to all visitors to the 
UBGIG stall and particularly to the 
participants in the GREEN survey.

There was much interest in the 
environmentally friendly products and 
projects on display, with the groups’ 
first project, the “Drug Blister Pack 
Recycling” receptacle, enthusiastically 
received; you will continue to find this 
located, for your convenience, at the 
UB Pharmacy. 

The “EARTH ACTIONS” board, with 
ideas of what an individual is able 
to do, received enthusiastic post-its 
throughout the day. Suggestions 
ranged from “pick up your rubbish” to 

“buy second-hand clothes” and “put 
compost in the soil”. (NB All post-it 
note paper used will be “fed” to the 
worms of a local worm farm!)

The GREEN survey was conducted to 
help UBGIG determine expectations 
from the community and to help 
us focus our efforts on the areas of 
most concern to our residents. We 
were thrilled and encouraged by the 
positive and committed responses and 
discussions with community members. 
(The survey results will be published on 
the UBA website).

If you have not 
yet had a chance 
to fill out the 
green survey with 
your opinions 
and suggestions, 
you are invited to 
fill in the survey 
electronically. Scan the QR code, 
or download the survey at https://
upperbeaconsfield.org.au/ubgig. 

All participants will be in the running 
for the free prize draw; a Worm Farm 
(valued at approx. $80) or other great 
“green product” prizes. (Total value of 
all prizes $150)

IT IS NOT TOO LATE; winners will be 
drawn on 20 March 2023!

Interested persons are welcomed to 
participate in UBGIG initiatives; to 
find out more about regular meetings 
or any other information, please email 
ubgig@upperbeaconsfield.org.au

Janine Dissegna
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Formation of the UBA
“Late in 1973, during a discussion on 
civic responsibility by members of a 
newly formed book discussion group, 
it was decided that a group of people 
from Upper Beac would visit council 
meetings hoping to anticipate council 
actions. Berwick City and Pakenham 
Shire had just been divided earlier that 
year and our councillors were delighted 
to see us at council meetings, we were 
plied with cakes and coffee and told 
we should have a progress association 
instead. As our ideas were closer to 
“non progress” and we didn't want 
a committee, we resisted for over a 
year. The members of this group were: 
Jeanette Ballinger, Gladys Cooke, 
Lyn Cruise, Judy Greenaway, Beryl 
Hails, Jenny Lord, Lyn Marinelli, Pam 
Moloney, Phil and Di Rocke and Penny 
Silberbauer – nicknamed by councillors 
as "Council Watch". 
Feelings ran high in the village when 
the council proposed to widen the road 

through Upper Beac and meetings 
were held at Fassifern. It was arranged 
that the then shire engineer Ron 
Chambers, would meet the public at 
the Milk Bar on a Saturday morning 
and give details. Such a crowd of 
irate citizens met the poor man, that 
no explanations were possible, the 
widening was postponed, and the 
Council Watch group decided that they 
had better form an association to give 
the village an official voice with council 
– that and preserving the atmosphere 
of the village and surrounding area 
were the main objectives of the original 
association. 
Beryl Hails and Jeanette Ballinger 
called a special meeting at the home 
of Geoff Lord and as there was 
an enthusiastic response a public 
meeting was then called in the Hall. 
The inaugural meeting on the 6th 
November 1974 was chaired by shire 
councillor Ted Owen* and the following 

committee were elected: President 
George Silberbauer, Vice President 
Ian Sprague, Secretary Beryl Hails, 
Treasurer Jeanette Ballinger, and 
committee members: Arthur Billings, 
Gladys Cooke, Roy Harris, Graham 
Jackson, Geoff Lord and Bob Trumper. 
For those interested in such items it 
was decided that the name was to be 
the Beaconsfield Upper Association** 
(BUA) and was recorded as such in the 
constitution.”

Jeanette Ballinger  
extract from Village Bell articles 

May and JuLy 1987
From the earliest days the UBA has 
been involved in community activities 
and projects including the Village 
Fair, the Village Bell (published since 
1978), Carols in the Park, and members 
participated in the establishment of the 
Ash Wednesday Memorial Park.
* Father of our current councillor Brett 

Owen
** Later changed to Upper 

Beaconsfield Association

Congratulations to Gregory Ross OAM
Former Upper Beaconsfield resident 
Gregory Ross was awarded a Medal 
of the Order of Australia on Australia 
Day 2023 for service to the community 
through a range of organisations, 
including Rotary Australia. During his 
time residing here he was well-known 
from his TV appearances on ‘Cop 
Shop’, ‘Bellbird’ and many other series. 
Gregory was an MC at our Christmas 
Carols on numerous occasions. 

Gregory Ross and his family lived 
at Kyogle, one of the many historic 
properties that were destroyed in the 
Ash Wednesday fires. Here is a short 
history of the property:

For the first thirty 
years Kyogle was 
known as Ben Eay, 
named after a 
mountain in Ross-
shire, Scotland, the 
ancestral place of 
Martha McKenzie. 
Her father had died 
in 1882 and provided 
well for his eldest 
daughter, leaving 
her a sum of £2000 
upon trust, from 
which she would 
receive the interest, 
her sisters would 
receive a legacy of 
£450 each. In 1885, 
under the supervision 

of architect W S Law, Martha had a 
country residence built on her 12½ 
acres, containing 7 bedrooms. She 
took out several mortgages against 
the property. It is not known how long 
Martha lived in this house. 

By 1888 Martha let it be known that 
she was keen to sell her property. 
She failed to secure a buyer by the 
onset of the 1890s depression (where 
property prices crashed, and would 
have discouraged her from selling). 
Instead, by 1895, but possibly earlier, 
she let the house to the Hedrick sisters, 
Annie Thomson and Barbara Amy 
Hedrick, who advertised Ben Eay as 

a guesthouse taking visitors. Upper 
Beaconsfield was a town well-known 
for weekend visitors, some having their 
own properties, others making use of 
the many guesthouses and hotels that 
catered for them. Just a year later, they 
took the opportunity to move to and 
take over a much bigger guesthouse 
in the village, Kincraik, which they 
renamed Salisbury House. 

Ben Eay was then let to Enos Brown 
and his family, and used as a family 
home as well as a guest house. A fire 
threatened the house in February 
1900, and it was only saved with great 
difficulty. The Browns stayed at Ben 

Eay until Martha 
McKenzie’s unmarried 
daughters sold the 
house to the Fowler 
sisters – Florence, 
Ellen and Miriam – 
per 1 June 1912, three 
years after Martha’s 
death. The Fowler 
sisters had previously 
operated Kanoona 
in A’Beckett Road, 
a guesthouse for 
invalids, but saw a 
better prospect in 
Ben Eay, which they 
renamed Kyogle. 
In 1914 Kyogle was 
again under new 
management by the 
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Rambling on
Once upon a time, Victoria bubbled 
with volcanic activity. Some 
distance east of Port Philip, north 
of Westernport, some lava flows 
spread quickly over the ground and 
cooled rapidly to form basalt. A little 
further south, the lava was insulated 
underground for longer, and by cooling 
more slowly developed crystals of mica, 
feldspar and quartz, becoming granite. 
Give or take a few eons of earth 
movement, erosion and weathering, 
and we have the fertile red (basalt) 
soil of the Montrose area, and the 
poorer sandy (granite) soils of Upper 
Beaconsfield. But what UB lacks in the 
ability to grow tulips and strawberries, 
is richly atoned for in a treasury of 
beautiful granite boulders! 
Hopefully everyone has admired 
the Split Rock, and Elephant Rock 
(underneath the untold layers of paint, 
it is granite). Now it is time to look 
around you in your rambles, for the 
many more lovely rocks UB offers to 
contemplate, clamber over, sit upon, 
and generally enjoy. Some lucky people 
have a wealth of beautiful boulders on 
their properties or nature strips – what 
a feature! 
What is it about big rocks that 
people find so attractive – their 
sense of solid permanence? They 

have been unchanged for many 
generations before us, and (dynamite 
and bulldozers excepted) will still 
be the same for our great-great-
grandchildren. 
The beauty of smoothly weathered 
curves and shapes? This appeals to 
the aesthetic senses, along with the 
abstract patterns formed by lichens 
and mosses, and the subtlety of 
colouration in pale greys and pastels. 
Add a creek and some big trees and 
you have such a perfect combination. 
The ability to climb over them, give an 
exhilaration of risk, and general fun! 
The habitats formed in their shelter 

gives plants and animals (invertebrates, 
insects, reptiles and mammals) life 
in the moist, sheltered cracks, splits, 
hollows and caverns of large rocks.
Boulder-rich areas for further 
exploration occur along Split Rock and 
Norbury Roads; the forests around the 
Aqueduct trail; Brennan Avenue and 
Reserve; St Georges to Foott Road 
area; and the amazing Dallas Brooks 
Scout Camp. If you need to be fitter, jog 
up and around Mount Cannibal out of 
Garfield! Or take this one slowly, take in 
the views and the wonderful boulders 
plus the views from up there. Happy 
rambling. 

Rosz Smith

Misses Prentice and MacDonald, who 
advertised vacancies. 

In 1919 the Fowler sisters sold Kyogle to 
Constance Ellen Jackson (nee Tunks) for 
£750. She sold it to John Percy Arthur 
18 months later. Arthur in turn let the 
house to Jack Ashley and his family, 
who lived there for about two years.

On 20 April 1923 the Berwick County 
Times newspaper reported that a bush 
fire had broken out in the gully in front 
of Lynwood (where Kimbolton was 
later built, on McBride Road), and soon 
swept the sides of the hills. 

“Mr Jack Ashley’s house was in great 
danger of being burnt, but owing to the 
splendid efforts of the residents who 
turned out in force to beat back the fire, 
the homestead was saved. The flames 
were within a few chains of the house, 
and an anxious time was spent by Mrs 
Ashley and family.” 

In late March 1923 the house was 
advertised for sale for £1250, and it 
was bought by Ellen Gulinda and Wells 
Brumley. During their time in Upper 
Beaconsfield Kyogle was used as a 
private residence. They left in the late 
1920s, but the sale of the property to 
Helena Barnes, who lived at Alston 

(later Barkala), was not finalised until 
1939.

From the early 1930s Elizabeth 
McDonald advertised Kyogle as a guest 
house. Her husband, David McDonald 
had taken over the mail and passenger 
service to Upper Beaconsfield, and was 
also working as a gardener. Their twins 
went to the local primary school. The 
1932 bushfires again threatened Kyogle 
and numerous other properties over the 
entire Upper Beaconsfield area. 

“The worst fight was at “Kyogle,” Mr 
McDonald’s house; at one time it was felt 
that this fine residence would go, but the 
determined fight put up by the willing 
workers saved it. Here it was that anxiety 
was felt for one band who had become 
surrounded by flames, but they managed 
to get clear, although some of them 
succumbed to heat and smoke after 
getting out.” Dandenong Journal

“… and immediately afterwards Kyogle, 
which is built on one of the upper spurs 
leading to the ridge along which St 
Georges road runs was threatened. The 
beaters had eventually to leave the house 
to the fire, which burnt up to it, but did 
not set it on fire. By this time 200 men 
were fighting the fires”. The Argus

In 1949 the title to Kyogle was 
transferred to the McDonalds. Then in 
July 1953 it was for sale: 

The next owners were William and 
Hilda May Dwyer of St Kilda, who 
owned the property for five years until 
1959, when Tom and Betty Rickards 
bought it. After Betty’s death, Tom 
moved to Staverton and sold Kyogle to 
Gregory and Carol Ross. After a history 
of near misses, Kyogle succumbed to 
the 1983 Ash Wednesday fires. The Ross 
family built a new house, which they 
sold in 1986. 

Marianne Rocke
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CFA summer report
The Fire Danger Period (FDP) started 
late this season on 30 January. For 
those new to the area, the FDP is when 
the CFA restricts the use of fire in the 
community. This is to help prevent 
fires from starting. Once the FDP is 
declared, fire restrictions come into 
force. This means you cannot light a fire 
in the open air unless you have a permit 
or comply with certain requirements. 
If you don’t obtain a permit, you could 
be breaking the law and may be 
prosecuted.

There are things you can and can’t do 
during the FDP and on days of Total 
Fire Ban. Please visit https://www.cfa.
vic.gov.au/warnings-restrictions/can 
for a comprehensive summary. The 
FDP will end on Monday 1 May 2023, 
unless revoked earlier or extended. 
Residents should exercise caution when 
burning off after the restrictions end 
by following the local council open air 
burning guidelines. The surrounding 
vegetation will have dried out 
considerably over the warmer months.

Australian Fire Danger Rating 
System

These ratings tell you how dangerous 
a fire could be if one started. They 
are important because they help you 
decide what actions to take to protect 
yourself and others from bushfires and 
grassfires. The new Fire Danger Rating 
System was introduced in September 
2022 across Australia, so whether 
you’re at home or travelling, you will see 
the same sign. 

Who knew that for every 10 degrees of 

uphill slope, fire doubles in speed? Fire 
has the opposite effect when travelling 
downhill and halves in speed for every 
10 degrees of downhill slope.

Fuel reduction burn – Dallas 
Brooks Scout Camp
Plans and preparation works are 
well under way for a 9.5 hectare fuel 
reduction burn to occur this autumn 
in the northern section of the Dallas 
Brooks Scout Park in Harpfield Road 
Upper Beaconsfield. The CFA will 
conduct the burn on private land, 
including members and appliances 
from Upper Beaconsfield. The aim is to 
reduce the amount of combustible fuel 
in the area to lessen the intensity of a 
future fire in the area should one occur. 
These sites are carefully planned and 
strategically chosen to mitigate the 
ongoing risk to the Upper Beaconsfield 
community. The exact date and timing 
of the proposed burn is not yet known 
and is dependent on many variables 
including preparation works being 
completed, weather and available 
resources. Nearby residents will be 
consulted, and signage will be placed in 
the area before any burn occurs.

Ash Wednesday – 40 years on 
Whilst there are many new residents 
living in Upper Beaconsfield with little 
knowledge or connection to the Ash 
Wednesday Bushfires, there are many 
that still bear painful scars from that 
tragic night 40 years ago. We cannot 
change history, but we must learn 
from it. 

Our recent Ash Wednesday 40th 
year Commemorative Exhibition was 
an outstanding success with the 
wider community. For some it was 
understandably emotional, for others, 
it was an education piece, for many it 
was a time to reflect and remember 
those who lost friends and family 
and pay tribute to the sacrifices of 
the many residents who endured so 

much on that night and 
in the ensuing days, 
weeks, months, and 
years. 

There were over 2500 visitors who 
viewed the exhibition over the course 
of the four days we were open. It 
was great to catch up with former 
local identities such as the Rev Roger 
Rich and Gregory Ross who made 
appearances at different times. 

We owe a huge amount of gratitude 
to our sponsors and donors of 
photographs and artefacts who 
generously supported us and 
contributed financially to ensure that 
we could bring the exhibition to the 
community. Thank you. And to our 
small but extremely dedicated team 
of hard working volunteers who helped 
bring the exhibition to life, thank you. 
Your efforts were amazing.

If you or someone you know missed 
out on viewing the Ash Wednesday 
Commemorative Exhibition, we are 
working on some ideas on how to 
display it again at different locations 
and/or produce it in a format that will 
allow others to read/view it such as 
electronically or in book format. Stay 
tuned for more information. 

Hectic times
It would be fair to say it would be hard 
to recall a busier time in the brigade’s 
recent history than that of the time 
surrounding the recent Ash Wednesday 
anniversary. Many of our members were 
involved in multiple commemorative 
memorials and events. On Thursday 
16 February, we hosted a dinner at 
our station for 70 members, including 
the Panton Hill and Narre Warren Fire 
Brigades, along with the Chief Officer 
of the CFA Jason Heffernan. We then 
attended a private memorial at sunset 
near the site where the fire fighters lost 
their lives. Combined with the demands 
of the Ash Wednesday Commemorative 
Exhibition and the Village Festival 
all running concurrently, many of our 
volunteers where looking forward to a 
well-earned rest upon the completion.

New recruits
Three new recruits have joined us 
over the summer period. We welcome 
father and son team Steve and 
Axel along with Jack. Axel recently 
completed his junior CFA training with 
the Beaconsfield Fire Brigade Juniors 
program and is now eligible to join 
our brigade. All three new members 
will undergo their basic general fire 
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fighter training before being able to turn out to fires and 
emergencies with the brigade. We wish them well on their 
CFA journey and look forward to them turning out with us 
soon.

Recent calls
Over the last few months the brigade had 23 turnouts  
(16 primary and 7 support calls): 

9 x monitored alarms (no fire)
2 x smoke scare
8 x grass & scrub fire
1 x motor vehicle accident
1 x oil spill
2 x structure fire (support for Beaconsfield)

Facebook or Instagram social media platforms are by far 
the most popular and easiest way to disseminate local and 
relevant information to a wide audience quickly. Please like 
and follow our Facebook and/or Instagram page for up to 
date information.

Vic Emergency App
The best way to stay abreast of what is happening with fires 
and other emergencies is to download the Vic Emergency 
App on your phone. When installed and set up properly, it will 
provide you with notifications of any impending emergency 
for you to enact you own personal emergency/bushfire 
plan. The app is so good that it is often the first sign for our 
firefighters of any emergency in our area. The Vic Emergency 
App consistently notifies our brigade members before our 
other personal CFA pagers and apps. We cannot stress 
how important is to have this app installed and configured 
correctly for those living in our high-risk area. If you need help 
setting the app up, please get in contact with the brigade.

We are interested in talking with individuals of all ages 
who would like to become CFA members and help their 
community. Please get in touch via Facebook, Messenger or 
email ian.pinney@members.cfa.vic.gov.au or commence an 
expression of interest online via https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/

volunteers-careers/volunteer-with-cfa ensuring you choose 
your closest local CFA brigade.

Ian Pinney, Captain

Debbie and Ian Pinney with former  
Upper Beaconsfield resident Gregory Ross
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Community week street party
Our Brennan / Fraser 
Avenue Community week 
street party was held on 
16 February 2023, the 
40th anniversary of Ash 
Wednesday.

It was held at the end of 
our court and attended 
by about 30 people. Some 
new and many familiar 
families attended.

Thanks to the Pinney 
family, our local CFA 
representatives, we learnt 
about fire conditions and 

were shown the use of 
our CFA truck hoses. The 
younger kids and BIGGER 
kids enjoyed the hands on 
experience.

As it was a Total Fire 
Ban day we didn’t use 
the BBQs as planned, so 
thanks to our Brennan / 
Fraser Avenue relay phone 
system we were able to 
advise residents to bring 
alternative food for the 
occasion.

Bev Sinclair

3 7 9

8 4 2

7 5 1

2 5 6

1 3 5

1 8 6

4 2 9

7 4 1

3 5 4
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Food for endangered butterflies
During the summer months sweet 
bursaria (Bursaria spinosa), an 
indigenous native plant, displays its 
sweet fragrant white flowers, which 
attract our native bees and other 
nectar loving insects.  The most 

important insect it attracts is an 
endangered butterfly. Sweet bursaria 
is important in the conservation 
of the Eltham copper butterfly, 
whose larvae feed exclusively on 
its leaves. It is an unusual butterfly species due to its close symbiotic 

association with a group of ants from 
the genus Notoncus and the sweet 
bursaria shrub. Adult butterflies lay 
their eggs on the roots and stems of 
sweet bursaria. Once the eggs hatch 
the ants guard the caterpillars, ushering 
the larvae to and from the ants’ nest 
at the base of the shrub to the leaves. 
They allow the larvae to feed on the 
sweet bursaria leaves at night. In return 
the ants feed on the sugar secretion 
exuded from the body of the caterpillar. 
Sweet bursaria is also a great habitat 
bush for small birds. Green Circle Plant 
Nursery has Bursaria spinosa tubes in 
stock at the moment and other plants 
that attract our lovely wildlife. This time 
of year is a great time to plant and we 
are now open on Fridays 10 to 4 pm 
and Saturdays 10 am to 1 pm.

Sue Simmons

CFA Property Advice Visit Service (PAVS)

It matters little how an important 
message is presented – in simple 
whimsical style of a limerick, or 
painstakingly graphically designed 
official pamphlet. Bushfire readiness is 
vital.

Background: Through our droughts or 
dry spells, our native trees, bushland, 
and grasslands have never given up 
their old ways of burning fast and 
furious, even with the provocation of 
just a single spark. Our vegetation is 
adapted to fire, or even dependent 
on fire to regenerate. Some say the 
previous custodians of our land were 
able to harness this feature to their 
great advantage.

Today: Our homes and sheds (including 
sometimes irreplaceable contents) 
are built in fixed locations and in our 

local case, most are close 
to bushland. There is never 
a guarantee that they will 
survive a bushfire sweeping 
through, or the flying embers 
they generate. Our focus 
today is maintaining public 
safety under these realities. 
But we shouldn’t forget that 
modifying your home, or 
your property can remove 
features that give bushfires 

and easy ‘leg-up’ into penetrating the 
walls, windows, doors and roofs of your 
buildings, following which, everything is 
usually burnt to the ground.

Free CFA Property Advice Visit 
Service (PAVS)
Many people will attend a CFA event, 
listen to a presentation, and leave 
with a handful of pamphlets, but are 
still a little unsure of some final details 
when putting their personal bushfire 
plan together. To make things a little 
more complex, everyone’s individual 
circumstances are unique. That’s why 
local CFA Brigade members are happy 
to visit your property, and one on one, 
discuss any remaining questions you 
have. 

Whether it be the new Australian 

Fire Danger Rating System, the 
Vic Emergency App, or which radio 
station officially broadcasts bushfire 
information – we are happy to answer 
any questions to help you understand 
how to use these tools that have been 
developed with your personal safety in 
mind, which is paramount.

An assessment of your property will 
also be conducted that takes about 
an hour. It highlights any potential 
fire hazards, or any features that may 
provide a bushfire that easy ‘leg-up’ 
to enter your buildings and burn them 
down. Even the most well-prepared 
properties, usually have one or two 
items that have been overlooked.

In some instances of bushfire, you may 
receive a message from authorities 
that …  ‘It is too late to leave your 
home, staying in your house indoors is 
your safest option.’ If caught in such a 
situation, it makes a lot of sense that 
you have already protected your house 
as far as possible, well beforehand. 

To arrange a PAVS at your address 
please email ubcfapavs@gmail.com 
or phone the Upper Beaconsfield Fire 
Brigade on 5944 3303 and leave a 
message.

Cameron Rocke

Nestled in the hills is a town – Upper Beac
With beauty beyond what any wordsmith could speak

But Ash Wednesday took lives, and burned half the town
And all the townsfolk wore a long-lasting frown

For many, life became painfully bleak

Wildfire hasn’t come again, but will in a while
It will dwarf your average burn pile

If only people now, were adequately prepared
Many more lives, and houses could be spared

So long as we don’t hover around, in denial



page 14

The Village Bell – March 2023

We glide through trees
The other night I heard a barking noise 
in the bush below our house. It didn’t 
really sound like a dog, a barking owl, 
or anything else I could think of. A little 
research provided the answer: a sugar 
glider (Petaurus notatus). Maybe you’ve 
heard them too? If you’re interested, 
Wild Ambience has a recording of them 
on YouTube, ‘Sugar Glider Sounds and 
Calls’.

These special little marsupials are 
members of the volplane (gliding) 
possum family. They are omnivorous 
(eat a variety of foods), arboreal (tree 
dwelling) and nocturnal (active at 
night). Beautifully marked they have 
soft, thick grey fur with a dark stripe 
extending from above the nose down 
and along the back, counter paned 
with a cream throat, belly and chest, 
and a dark bushy prehensile tail. 
There are occasional, lighter coloured 
variations to this, including albinos.

Sugar gliders are about half the size 
of their squirrel glider cousins; average 
length is 24–30 cm long, including a 
19 cm tail. The males are about 140 g 
and the females 115 g. Their life span is 
about nine years.

Their defining characteristic is their 
‘wings’ or gliding membranes, known 
as patagia. These extend from the fifth 
finger (our little finger) of the foreleg to 
the first digit (our big toe) of the hind 
leg. When the possum launches from a 
tree it stretches out its legs, exposing 

the gliding membrane and creating 
an aerofoil, a bit like a parachute. 
That long fluffy tail acts as a rudder 
allowing changes of direction and 
helping stabilise the landing. Steering 
is also controlled by the limbs and by 
adjusting membrane tension. (See 
YouTube: Earth Unplugged, Sugar 
Glider in Motion). Using this technique, 
they can fly up to 50 m from tree to 
tree (or rock face). For every 1.8 m 
travelled forwards, they drop about a 
metre.

Why glide? Partly to avoid predators, 
both ground dwelling, and those in 
trees (the ability to glide safely means 
they have an extra avenue of escape, 
not just up and down a branch), and 
partly to increase their foraging time 
and hunting energy efficiency. They 
rarely descend to the ground at all.

Being omnivorous, they eat a wide 
variety of foods, depending on the 
season and availability. They tend to 
occupy the lower canopy of the forest, 
looking for their favourite sweet treats. 
In summer, nectar, pollen, seeds and 
insects are preferred. Acacia gum, 
sap from eucalypts also rate highly 
for gliders. To access these foods, 
they can strip bark and bore holes in 
trees most efficiently using the sharp 
elongated fourth digit on their front 
paw. Honeydew (a sugar rich sticky 
liquid secreted by aphids and scale 
insects) and lerps (protective hard 

sugary covers made by psyllid nymphs) 
are also very much on the menu. 

At other times they will tackle fungi, 
lizards and even small birds and their 
eggs (this includes the endangered 
Swift Parrot, but that’s another story). 
They don’t really hunt for these, just 
grab them if they come in range. Their 
large eyes help them see at night and 
their ears can swivel at speed to help 
them locate any suitable prey that 
enters their domain.

Sugar gliders are highly social animals. 
They live in family groups of up to seven 
adults plus their current offspring, 
though some gliders do live on their 
own. Home is a tree hollow lined with 
leaves; they sleep there during the day 
and are active at night. The colony 
needs about a hectare of forest to 
provide a stable food source; intruders 
are not tolerated. Generally, there 
are two co-dominant males to keep 
order; fighting amongst the group is 
rare, maybe just the occasional tiff. 
Social grooming is used for health and 
hygiene, for bonding and to establish 
identity. Scent from the saliva and 
glands on the forehead and chest of 
the males reinforces this.

Females can breed from about eight 
months, males a little earlier. They 
can have one or two litters a year, 
depending on climate and habitat. 
Usually there will be two joeys who 
are born furless and sightless after 
a gestation period of 15–17 days. 
Fortunately, they have a good sense of 
smell and are guided to the pouch by 
scent glands located just external to 
it. This will be home for 60 days, warm, 
secure and milk on tap. During this time 
mum continues feeding in the trees 
nearby. The pouch is well set up for 
this, with a septum that separates and 
protects the joeys as she glides into 
land, even with a bit of a thump.

As they develop their eyes open after 
80 days and they are ready to leave 
the nest by 110 days when they have a 
nice furry coat and can thermoregulate. 
Once the joeys leave the pouch, both 
parents care for them. This is unusual 
in mammals. However, it means one 
parent can stay home and keep the 
joeys warm in the nest, while the other 
can go off foraging.

Sugar gliders can tolerate an ambient 
temperature of up to 40 C, and will 
lick their coats for the evaporative 
cooling effect. They will also drink small 
amounts of water. In cold weather they 
huddle together decreasing their heat 

Courtesy Patrick Kavanagh, Strangeways, Vic, CC BY 2.0 <https://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by/2.0/>
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loss. With decreased activity, there is 
decreased energy expenditure and 
they can even decrease their body 
temperature a little. If it’s really cold 
(below 10 C) in a winter when food 
resources are scarce, they can enter 
a state of torpor. At this point their 
body temperature drops to between 
10.4 and 19.6 C and they will maintain 
this temperature for between two and 
23 hours. This is a short-term survival 
mechanism which may last days or 
weeks, unlike hibernation which lasts all 
winter. 

Sugar gliders were previously classified 
as a single widespread species, 
Petaurus breviceps (latin for short 
headed rope dancer!), but recent DNA 
analysis shows there are actually three 
genetically different species, so no-
one is really sure how widespread they 
really are or how large their population 
is. P. breviceps now seems limited to 
coastal regions of SE Australia. The 
savanna glider (P. ariel) is confined to 
the ever-decreasing tropical woodlands 
of northern Australia and Krefft’s 
glider (P. notatus) is actually the only 
sugar glider living in Victoria. Krefft’s 

glider is also found in Queensland, 
inland and southern NSW, New Guinea 
and neighbouring islands and was 
introduced to Tasmania in 1835.

Sugar gliders are currently not 
considered endangered or threatened, 
though with the new classifications 
and the devastating effects of the 
2019–2020 bushfires, researchers are a 
little unsure what their current status is. 
Their main threats come from the usual 
sources: cats, foxes, feral herbivores 
such as deer and horses, bushfires, 
habitat loss and fragmentation 
through logging and land clearing. 
Barbed wire fences can trap them or 
lacerate their gliding membranes. 

We can do things to help these 
beautiful little animals. Keep our cats 
indoors, especially at night – Cardinia 
Council has some help for this on 
their website (https://www.cardinia.
vic.gov.au/info/20003/pets_and_
animals/305/cats). Consider a nesting 
box or two. Check the website Nest 
Box Tales (https://nestboxtales.com/
nest-box-designs/designs-sugar-glider) 
for details. If you plan on planting 
trees or rehabilitating a paddock, 

sugar gliders love acacias (especially 
Acacia dealbata, A. mearnsii and A. 
melanoxylon), banksias and eucalypts. 
Green Circle Plant Nursery and the CEC 
native nursery in Pakenham can help 
with plants and advice. Connectivity is 
important: without sufficient tree cover 
they have to descend to the ground, 
a dangerous place for a small glider. 
Connecting isolated patches of bush 
or trees with a glider ‘highway’, such 
as a line of trees, can really help keep 
these little guys safe. Maybe get your 
neighbours involved so your combined 
properties can increase their habitat 
further. Cardinia Council is addressing 
this concept on a large scale with their 
Cardinia Biolinks Plan. If you haven’t 
yet seen this plan, it’s amazing! Check it 
out at: https://www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/
directory_record/5052/biolink_plan.

Caro Letts, Upper Beaconsfield 
Conservation Group

If you’d like to join UBCG please contact 
Fergus at fergusogallagher@bigpond.
com

Beware of ragwort!
Some people are not aware of how 
invasive this weed is locally. Here are 
some important facts concerning it.

Senecio jacobaea 

This is an herbaceous flowering plant. 
It is biennial and reproduces from 
crowns, roots, and seeds. The hundreds 
of thousands of seeds can remain 
viable in the soil for up to 16 years. Most 

seeds fall close to the parent 
plant but may become airborne 
and travel long distances. They 
readily float in water. So, they 
are spread by wind, water, 
clothing, agricultural and other 
equipment, and animals. 

The plant is easily recognisable 
in flower (now) by the bright 
yellow flower standing up to 

1 metre high. When 
not in flower the 
frilly leaves of the 
rosette are obvious. 
See images.

To help control this 
weed:

1. Cut off any 
flowers and securely 
bag them and 
dispose in the 
rubbish. We do not 
want the seeds to 
mature and spread.

2. Poison the 
plant by spot 
spraying just to the plant 
with blackberry spray ie 
Brush-Off herbicide. Pulling 
out is not recommended as 
some roots will remain. 

3. Make it a habit to regularly check 
around your property, and on your 
roadside. Treat the plant now.

Sue Keon-Cohen
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Welcome back to BUPS for 2023 
Here at BUPS, we hope everyone 
managed to have a relaxing break and 
enjoy spending time with their friends 
and family over the summer. Now 
that the school year has started, the 
teachers are very excited to get back 
into learning. To all the families who 

are returning for another year at BUPS, 
and to all our new families, especially 
our new Prep families, we would like to 
extend a very warm welcome to our 
wonderful school. We have great things 
planned for the year ahead!

Our first community event was held at 
the beginning of February. Even though 
the weather was not kind to us, it was 
great to see some families brave the 
torrential downpour and turn up for a 
sausage and a chat. 

The Prep students have made a 
fantastic start to school, surrounded 

by many great 
role models. Each 
child has enjoyed 
developing a new 
and positive relationship with their 
Grade 5/6 buddy, knowing that they 
will always have a special friend to look 
out for them and help them to feel safe 
and secure at BUPS.

Alex Gawley, Prep teacher

Festival word search
Find these words in the grid

TOWER RUN

CWA SCONES

HAND STAMP

OBSTACLE COURSE

CHAIR-O-PLANE

FACE PAINTING

BUSKERS

DANCING

VINTAGE MOTORBIKES

ROPE MAKING

MUSICIANS

BASKETBALL 

CIRCUS TRICKS

DANCING

SCOUT ACTIVITIES

MAGIC

COMMUNITY FUN

SILENT DISCO

ENTERTAINMENT

MINI GOLF

ANIMALS OF OZ

TENNIS TRYOUTS

FOOD STALLS

M O R U S A Q C C H A I R O P L A N E F

Z E N R I U T O W E R R U N H Q U L R V

A N S L L S H A N D S T A M P H W L I I

U T X P E R E X A E M J F L O G I N I M

W E E C N R I I V B D K S J S S T Q S K

X R S O T T O B T O F E R W A A E O K A

Y T T M D R S P U I N U Y D G Z S B C N

G A U M I K H R E O V C V E P H H S I I

N I O U S U B E C M S I M Q T C M T R M

I N Y N C J E S I R A O T R V U C A T A

T M R I O G A B I U T K X C S E Y C S L

N E T T V W Y X A O S D I I A N P L U S

I N S Y C S M D R S L R C N W T Q E C O

A T I F G I G B Y G K I E O G H U C R F

P J N U U C I G A M A E D K L O K O I O

E K N N S K L Z X N C K T J S W A U C Z

C R E N E Z X G S X G N E B Q U C R Y S

A B T S E R W L J B L Y G Z A N B S G V

F S L L A T S D O O F O P P M L K E O Z

E K M D W D D A N C I N G F F B L R R X
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Mandy McArdle – archer extraordinaire
Many of you would have already 
exchanged pleasantries with Mandy 
when you visit the Upper Beaconsfield 
Pharmacy where she works. If you get 
to know her a little better you no doubt 
will have learned that she is a keen 
archer in her spare time. Having a deeper 
conversation with her we discover her 
archery has been more than a hobby, or 
side interest. In her own words, we follow 
her lifetime journey thus far in the field of 
archery.

My interest in the sport developed 
when I was very young (10 years old) 
as I was observing my father, Barry, 
participate in tournaments all over the 
country. He has held many national 
at state titles in various disciplines of 
archery.

I attended the Wonthaggi Technical 
School where I demonstrated the art of 
archery in the sports oval. I must have 
put on a fine exhibition, as staff and 
students gathered around with great 
interest. I was 13 years old at the time. 

During my teenage years I had a great 
deal of successful tournaments. My 
father – my coach, would encourage 
me to participate with the senior men. 
I found this most motivating, and it 
made me strong in the mind – bringing 
out the best in me.

At 14 years of age I received a 
scholarship to the World Archery Centre 
in Pennsylvania USA giving me the 
rare opportunity to train with world 
and Olympic champions – such as 
Darrel Pace – double Olympic gold 
medallist. I spent three months in the 
USA achieving gold and silver medals 
at various tournaments.

On my return to Australia 
I was notified that I had 
won the junior and senior 
Elas Sports award. At a 
formal presentation dinner, 
National Sports minister 
John Brown presented me 
with the award and trophy.

In 1997 I was granted a 
full-time scholarship to 
the Australian Institute 
of Sport (AIS), where for 
the next three years very 
intense training was required 
almost every day, under the 
direction of a Korean coach.

In 1998 I was granted a week 
off from training at the AIS. 
This enabled me to attend 
the Victorian State Target 
titles. Not aware that it was 
daylight savings I arrived at 
the event one hour late. The 
tournament had already 
started, and I missed out 
on preparation and practice 
rounds. I had no choice but 
get on with the job and focus. At the 
end of the two-day event I managed to 
take out the gold medal. This was one 
of my best performances.

The highest ranking I went on to hold 
was 7th place at the World Archery 
(FITA) field championships in Croatia.

At another international tournament 
– the FITA Field Recurve Division in 
Austria – I was ranked No 2 in the 
world after the first day. However, on 
the second day it snowed. I could not 
continue due to hypothermia – and 
ended up in hospital!

My proudest moment was at the 
Australian target titles (Olympic 
discipline) where after the first day 
I managed to break the Australian 
record with a score of 1309. I held that 
for approximately nine years.

My success in the sport has been due 
to my supportive family. My father, who 
had shown me that the glass is always 
half full. My beautiful mother Jennifer, 
who was always there to support me, 
cooking healthy home-made meals 
fit for an athlete, and her loving 
understanding of what I was trying 
to do. We were three, all on the same 
page.

This partnership was unfortunately 
broken when my mother died suddenly 
in a shocking tragedy. My father and 
I were lost, empty, with no sense of 
purpose. We were in a black hole – 
archery was the last thing on our 
minds.

Time has passed, and both my Dad 
and I have found it extremely difficult 
to re-establish ourselves back into 
the archery scene. Reflecting on the 
beautiful times I had with my mother, I 
can now feel her still motivating me to 
get on with the job. When I train now 
I can feel her presence and warmth 
knowing not to take anything for 
granted, and just enjoy the sport ie The 
Art of Archery. 

Love to my Mum

Mandy McArdle

Skating in Perth
This summer, I went to Perth and 
competed at the 2023 Speed Skating 
National Championships. I raced in 
the primary age group that was made 
up of 11 boys.

It was my first time at Nationals. It 
was nerve-racking and exciting at 
the same time. I came 2nd in 3000 
m (Track) and 3rd in 200 m (Track) 
and 1000 m (Bank track)  In the other 
three races which were 500 m (Bank 
track), 3000 m points (Bank track), 
and 1000 m (Track), I was placed 4th.

I was so happy with my results and 
the new skate friends I made from all 
over Australia. 

Mack Konecny 
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What is fibromyalgia?
Have you had pains all over? Have 
you been feeling tired? Could you 
be suffering from fibromyalgia? 
Fibromyalgia is a very under-diagnosed 
condition. According to the American 
College of Rheumatology, fibromyalgia 
affects 2–4 % of population – women 
more often than men. 
Fibromyalgia is characterised by 

widespread pain and sensitivity to 
touch. The pain and sensitivity tends to 
come and go. It can also cause fatigue, 
and cause issues with sleep and 
memory. It most often starts in middle 
adulthood, but can occur in the teen 
years and in old age. 
Its symptoms mimic those of other 
conditions and there are no definite 

tests to diagnose it. So, 
it is imperative to look 
for other causes as well. 
The exact cause 
of fibromyalgia is 
not known, but the 
most widely accepted theory is that 
it is caused by high levels of pain 
stimulators in the central nervous 

Weekly timetable Term 1
Monday

11 am-1 pm 
Toy Library Community Room

6.30 pm-7.30 pm 
Circuit with Janene in the Hall

Tuesday
10 am-12 pm 

Art and Craft in the Arts Annexe

9.30 am-11.30 am 
Boomerang Bags  

in the Community Room (fortnightly)

4 pm-6 pm 
Expanse Dance in the Hall

6.15 pm-7.30 pm 
Yoga with Rosa in the Hall

Wednesday
10 am-12 pm 

Playgroup in the Community Room

6.30 pm-7.30 pm 
Circuit with Janene in the Hall

1.30 pm-2.30 pm 
Monthly Book Club  

in the Community Room

Thursday
9.30 am-10.30 am 

Pilates with Jaye in the Hall

7 pm-8 pm 
Meditation with Sharon  
in the Community Room

Friday
9.30 am-10.30 am 

Strength with Janene in the Hall

11 am-12 pm 
Expanse Dance in the Hall

11.30 am-1.30 pm 
Art in the Community Room

1 pm-3 pm 
Beats from the Soul Drumming  

in the Hall

UBC ELC refresh
We have had a strong start here at the 
Upper Beaconsfield Community Early 
Learning Centre, with a fabulous new 
chef joining our team. Kath comes with 
a wealth of knowledge and industry 
experience, and is very excited to start 
up our new farm to plate initiative. 
Kath is working collaboratively with 
our community garden volunteers to 
provide fresh seasonal produce in our 
menu and cooking classes with our 
children. Over the Christmas break the 
centre had a full yard renovation, and 
fresh paint throughout. While these 
are still in the works, we are excited to 
share our changes with the community.
We are looking to connect more deeply 
with our community this year, as part of 
our new vision. If any local community 

clubs, businesses 
or members want 
to connect with 
the early learning 
centre, please 
email our director 
Aimee at elc@
ubcc.org.au 
We have limited vacancies available 
in our Kookaburras classroom for ages 
0–3 years, and a variety of vacancies 
on offer in our Wombats classroom 
for children aged 3 – 5 years. We offer 
full day sessions, or half-day sessions 
at a discounted rate. Please give our 
director Aimee a call on 5944 3484 to 
arrange a tour today!

Aimee Romero

Community Centre in 2023
The Community Centre has had a 
busy start to the year. We were very 
excited to launch our 2023 calendar 
which we created in partnership 
with the Beaconsfield Upper Primary 
School. These calendars are available 
to anyone who becomes a member of 
the Community Centre or renews their 
membership. Please keep your eye 
out for term programs out the front 

of the Community Centre, Foodworks, 
The General Store and the Upper 
Beaconsfield Pharmacy. We look 
forward to seeing you all in 2023

For all enquiries or bookings  
please call 5944 3484 or email 
programs@ubcc.org.au

Kate Vukovic 
Community Development Officer
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53 Beaconsfield-Emerald Rd 

Upper Beaconsfield 

Phone 03 5944 3881

www.ubpharmacy.com.au

facebook.com/Upperbpharmacy

Opening hours:
Monday  8.30 am – 6 pm
Tuesday  8.30 am – 7 pm
Wednesday  8.30 am – 6 pm
Thursday  8.30 am – 6 pm
Friday  8.30 am – 6 pm
Saturday  9.00 am – 2 pm

Local, convenient and compassionate pharmacy care and advice

system in response to triggers in the 
muscles which should not normally 
cause pain. This means that the 
central nervous system in patients with 
fibromyalgia produces pain signals 
which would normally indicate injury, 
in the absence of injury. According to 
research, physical or psychological 
stressors in a susceptible individual can 
result in a chronic, maladaptive stress 
response which affects the central 
nervous system. 
Symptoms of fibromyalgia include 
chronic widespread multi-site pain. 
The other symptoms are fatigue, 
disturbed sleep, headaches, trouble 
paying attention, dry eyes, rash, 
itching, depression, anxiety, restless leg 
syndrome, irritable bowel syndrome, 
painful periods, and bladder problems. 
It can also cause sexual dysfunction. It 
usually does not affect the joints. 
Fibromyalgia is easy to miss when it 
co-exists with another chronic illnesses 
which have similar symptoms like 
arthritis, sleep apnoea, and depression, 
etc. Symptoms of fibromyalgia are also 
present in other conditions and it is 
essential to take detailed history and 
investigate especially if there are red 
flag symptoms. 

Treatment 
There is no definite cure of fibromyalgia 

yet. The aim of treatment is to reduce 
symptoms and improve quality of life. 
It has been extensively researched and 
there is no single treatment which will 
suit everyone. The treatment needs to 
be tailored according to an individual’s 
needs. There are certain medicines 
which can alleviate symptoms to a 
great extent. 
Research shows that the most effective 
treatment for fibromyalgia is aerobic 
exercise. But the exercise needs to be 
gradually built up. Physical exercise 
should be used in addition to any 
drug treatment. Other body-based 
therapies, including Tai chi and yoga, 
can ease fibromyalgia symptoms.
Cognitive behavioural therapy and 
mindfulness can help patients learn 
symptom reduction skills that lessen 
pain. Complementary and alternative 
therapies such as acupuncture, 
chiropractic and massage therapy, 
heated pool treatment can be useful to 
manage fibromyalgia symptoms.
Addressing the triggers and risk factors 
for fibromyalgia is important and 
sometimes involves other specialists. 

Living with fibromyalgia
Along with the medical management, 
self-care is imperative to improving 
symptoms and daily function. Healthy 

lifestyle behaviours can reduce pain, 
increase sleep quality, lessen fatigue, 
and help you cope better.
1. Make time to relax. Deep breathing 

exercise and meditation helps to 
reduce stress. 

2. Set a regular sleep pattern. Avoiding 
day time napping and limiting 
caffeine intake helps in improving 
sleep quality. 

3. Nicotine is a stimulant which affects 
sleep and hence in fibromyalgia 
should be avoided. 

4. Regular exercise reduces pain 
symptoms and fatigue. Start low, go 
slow works very well with patients 
suffering from fibromyalgia. 

5. Educate yourself and others about 
fibromyalgia. See websites and 
societies to help and educate about 
the condition. 

6. If you think you may have 
fibromyalgia then don’t neglect 
it. See your GP for a thorough 
assessment to rule out other causes 
and to discuss treatment options. 

Dr Puneet Malhotra 
Dr Anshu Malhotra  

Upper Beaconsfield GP Practice 
9044 0750
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Vale Mavis Brockman (1926-2022)
Mavis Audrey Bardoe was born in 
Kent, England on 25 October 1926, and 
attended St Joseph’s Catholic School in 
Gravesend.

When Mavis was thirteen years old, 
World War 2 commenced. She and her 
family were issued with gas masks and 
coupon booklets for both rationed food 
and clothing.

Mavis married Edgar Brockman in 1948. 
Due to ‘red tape’ of buying a home, and 
Mavis’ mother’s health, it was decided 
they would all move to Australia as 
10-Pound-Poms.

They boarded MV Dorsetshire at 
Liverpool and arrived in Melbourne 
on 13 March 1952, where they started 
setting up their lives. They purchased 
their first home in Malvern, later moved 
to Wantirna, then Gembrook, before 
buying land in Sugarloaf Road, Upper 
Beaconsfield, in 1961. Here they built 
their dream home, fondly known as 
‘Sunny View’. Many locals remember 
the property on the corner, because of 
the Clydesdale horses grazing in the 
paddock.

Mavis often had a number of jobs at a 
time. They included being a receptionist 

at the local Harris Bros transport 
company, a pig farmer, doing the Noble 
Park milk run, the local mail run and 
becoming a cook at Salisbury House, 
all while raising three boys, Anthony, 
Michael and Andrew.

Many years later, if she wasn’t busy 
with her grandchildren, Mavis played 
bingo, pottered in her garden wearing 
her frock and wellies, attended line 
dancing, listened to the wireless, 
volunteered for the Red Cross, babysat 
other local children, cleaned homes, and 
volunteered in the fire brigade ladies 
auxiliary.

Mavis certainly was the Upper Beacy 
know-it-all! She knew everyone and 
everyone knew her. She would go down 
the street to buy her milk and be gone 
all day, having a chat with someone 
or anyone. This would often occur at 
the local post office with Ray and Julie 
Allsop, greeting everyone by name who 
walked in.

Mavis helped out anyone in need 
– picking up many of the locals 
hitchhiking home, running other people’s 
errands, taking people to their medical 
appointments, she never said ‘no’. 

In 1997 she obtained her Australian 
citizenship, though England was always 
home, because that was where the 
Queen lived. Her grandchildren often 
compared her to the Queen – same 
age, same size, same accent, similar 
features. Once she even played the role 
of the Queen, crown and all, at the local 
VEC where she handed out ribbons to 
the winning horses.

Mavis reluctantly moved to Fiddler’s 
Green retirement home in 2007 when 
it was time for her to downsize. No 
longer would she hold up other drivers 
along Beaconsfield-Emerald Road. Her 
granddaughter once drove up the hill 
to see her, and she thought that there 
must have been an accident ahead, 
as the traffic had banked up, only to 
realise that everyone was travelling 
slow because Mavis was driving in front.

Mavis spent twelve years at Fiddler’s 
Green before moving into Craig Care, 
Berwick where she passed away 
peacefully one week short of her 96th 
birthday on 18 October 2022.

Mavis was deeply loved by her three 
sons and daughters-in-law, nine 
grandchildren and their partners and 
ten great-grandchildren 

Sharon Brockman
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Deer numbers on the rise
The silly season is now well behind 
us, and most people are back to their 
normal routine of work, school, or 
chores around home. A wet 2022 has 
helped our gardens, pasture, crops, and 
bush thrive through the early part of 
summer. 

You may have noticed increased 
numbers of young kangaroos in open 
grassy areas compared to previous 
years; no doubt because of the 
abundant pasture available to them. 
Kangaroos can breed up quickly when 
the conditions are right. 

Unfortunately, other animals such as 
the wild deer in our environment will 
also have taken advantage and their 
numbers would have increased by at 
least 35–40%, which is their normal 
reproduction rate. This is disheartening 
to think about. Any inroads made 
by private and professional deer 
controllers over the last year on 
reducing deer numbers on our public 
and private properties, are being offset 
by continued deer population growth. 

However, we must keep pushing ahead 
with education, research, and control 
measures so that we don’t end up 
with severe environmental damage. 
Anecdotally, a resident in our area 
noticed that understory eaten out over 
a year, took 5–6 years to regrow after 
removing deer. While deer may not be 

affecting you, we know they are having 
a huge impact on other local properties 
and the environment. You may not 
see the damage but is most certainly 
there: wallows, changes to the creeks, 
thinning of the bush, devastation of 
orchards and vineyards, and road 
accidents. 

Many of these issues were highlighted 
in The Sunday Age on 22 January 2023. 
The article, “Trouble underfoot: feral 
deer a dire cost to the environment and 
economy”, featured locals talking about 
the issues they face in the Dandenong 
Ranges. I recommend searching the 
web, based on the title, and read it. 

The CDMC exists to help locals with 
any environmental issues that may be 
caused by deer. If you are unsure what 
is eating your plants, breaking shrub 
and tree branches, or other changes 
you’ve noticed, we are happy to come 
to you and set up trail cameras we 
own on your property for a few weeks. 
This will help identify what animals are 
visiting during the night. It could be 
wombats, kangaroos/wallabies, deer, 
foxes, pigs, etc. Use the email address 
below to get in touch. If you are sure 
you have deer regularly through your 
property, then don’t put off asking for 
help any longer. 

We need many more property owners 
to play a role in overcoming this 

pest and we encourage 
property owners to think 
about allowing deer 
culling to take place on 
their land. If you are not 
sure how that works, but 
are interested in finding 
out more, please contact 
us. We can have a chat, 
and if you wish, arrange 
an assessment of your 
property to see if culling 
would be safe for you and 
your neighbours, and if it is 
likely to be successful. 

National initiative
A year ago, the Australian 
Government appointed 
a National Feral Deer 
Coordinator to help pull 
together the various 
interest groups, coordinate 
research, initiate local 
action plans, and 
disseminate information 
across the country. That 
initiative has resulted in 
the creation of a draft 
“National Feral Deer 

Action Plan” which is requesting 
feedback by 20 March. Whilst a 
national plan must cover a large variety 
of situations, and many details aren’t 
relevant to our peri-urban environment, 
it does look at ground and aerial 
culling, trapping, exclusion fencing, and 
the possible control method via baiting 
which is currently not available. We 
will monitor any progress on the use 
of baits as an alternative to culling, 
but realistically it may take several 
years of research and field trials to see 
if that approach can be successful. If 
you would like to know more, there is 
information at  
https://feraldeerplan.org.au/the-plan/

Fencing deer
Do you use exclusion fencing on your 
property, and has it been successful? 
Whilst we know of several types of 
successful fencing to help large scale 
farmers in the north of Victoria, we 
aren’t aware of any in our area. Please 
get in touch if you have tried an 
approach that has been successful or 
even if it failed. We would like to share 
your experience to help other residents.

Vegetation survey
The vegetation survey CDMC 
conducted during 2022 was closed in 
Q4 after delays due to the wet year. We 
are awaiting the final report of results 
and findings from our Deakin University 
researcher, hopefully by the end of 
March and thus we will provide details 
in the next Village Bell.

Report sightings
Lastly, a simple thing that we all can 
do to help support the research on 
deer is report sightings via a free app 
called Deerscan. This app was created 
to help landowners, community groups, 
and local councils by providing an easy 
method to record and then review deer 
numbers in an area. It provides another 
avenue to monitor deer numbers in 
addition to ground and aerial surveys. 
Knowledge is power! Details can be 
found at: https://www.feralscan.org.au/
deerscan/

Des Lavery, President 
 Cardinia Deer Management Coalition 

info@cardiniadeer.org.au 
www.cardiniadeer.org.au

Upper Beaconsfield Bushfire  
and Biodiversity Tool

Email: upperbeacstorymap@gmail.com

Website: 
https://bit.ly/3CF69vd

https://feraldeerplan.org.au/the-plan/
https://www.feralscan.org.au/deerscan/
https://www.feralscan.org.au/deerscan/
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Ash Wednesday 40th anniversary
The 40th anniversary of Ash 
Wednesday was acknowledged on 
Sunday 12 February 2023 in Cockatoo 
in the grounds of the Ash Wednesday 
Bushfire Education Centre. As I 
reflect on this anniversary of an 
event that impacted so many 
lives, I think of the future we 
have created as a community. 
I also remember my dad being 
the President of the Lions 
Club Berwick, which laid the 
foundation for me becoming 
involved in community work. 
With the help of community and 
business connections through 
the Lions Club, they were able to 
raise funds for the purchase of an 
additional fire-fighting unit.

I know of many people who lost 
family, friends, livestock, and 
their livelihoods not just in our 
community but Victoria wide, 
where we were impacted by eight 

major fires through many towns and 
communities. According to information 
on the Country Fire Authority website, 
over 16,000 firefighters and other 
personnel were involved at this time. 

As we continue to strengthen our 
community awareness and knowledge 
of this devastating time, we have 
endeavoured to ensure we have the 
best training, resources, and facilities 
for our firefighters, volunteers, and 
communities and strive always to be 

bushfire ready. 

Together as a community, we 
can continue to respectfully 
honour and remember the 21 
lives lost in the Ash Wednesday 
fires from the Upper 
Beaconsfield area. My thoughts 
continue to be with the people 
who have been impacted by 
the Ash Wednesday bushfires 
and please remember to reach 
out to each other if there are 
any emotions that may be hard 
to manage during this time. 
Resources include Lifeline 13 11 
14 and Beyond Blue 1300 224 
636.

Brad Battin MP Berwick

Emma Vulin MP
My name is Emma Vulin and I am your 
newly elected Member of Parliament 
for the new electorate of Pakenham 
District. The seat of Pakenham covers 
parts of Dewhurst and parts of Upper 

Beaconsfield as well as Pakenham, 
Pakenham Upper, Pakenham South, 
Officer, Officer South and Rythdale.

Some of you may know that I have 
been connected with the Upper 
Beaconsfield community for some 
years, particularly as a member of 

the Upper Beaconsfield Fire Brigade. I 
have been a passionate volunteer since 
joining the CFA in 2014. I will take this 
opportunity to thank the brigade for 
their continued dedication and support 
to the local community and to thank 
them for forgiving me for not being as 
active with them as of late!

Although I don’t represent the entire 
Upper Beaconsfield area, I am still 
excited to see the upgrades to the 
Upper Beaconsfield Community 
Sport and Scout Pavilion project. 
The Victorian Government’s Growing 
Suburbs Fund saw $3.35 million 
announced at the end of September 
last year to go towards the Cardinia 
Shire Council’s $9.58 million project to 
replace the outdated facilities.

I am honoured to have been elected 
in the November elections and look 
forward to meeting many of you and 
representing the Pakenham District in 
Parliament. I am also looking forward 
to ensuring that we keep up with the 
services and infrastructure that we 
deserve as our area grows.

If you have anything relating to the 
State Government that you would 
like to raise with me, don’t hesitate to 
contact my office. My office is at Suite 
3, 445 Princes Highway, Officer 3809 or 
contact me by email at emma.vulin@
parliament.vic.gov.au or by calling my 
office on 9651 8254.

Emma Vulin MP Pakenham

Lion cubs Bradley and Linda Battin  sit in the cabin of the new fire truck. 
Photograph courtesy Pakenham Gazette 
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Sealing the Hills – road project news
In January, Cardinia Council received 
official confirmation that $109 million 
of federal government committed 
funding for the road sealing program 
had been discontinued and withdrawn. 

We are deeply disappointed on behalf 
of the hills’ communities. These works 
aimed to improve community safety 
and access to community facilities 
and amenities, while reducing dust, 
pollution, and maintenance issues. 
Council will now be unable to deliver 
all the road upgrades included in the 
Sealing the Hills program.

Council will continue to prioritise 
improving our road network, building 
better local roads, and will be working 
hard to advocate and seek alternative 
funding to seal these roads in future. 
Council is committed to working 
closely with the community to build 
better local roads and we will be 
keeping project stakeholders and our 
community informed regarding funding 
updates and as works progress.

If you would like to find out more about 
council’s advocacy efforts, or if you like 
to show your support, get involved and 
sign the petition. 

www.creating.cardinia.vic.gov.au/
cardinia-calls/sealing-hills 

Email council at roadprojects@cardinia.
vic.gov.au 

Upper Beaconsfield BMX Track
The newly upgraded Upper 
Beaconsfield BMX track was opened 
just in time for the summer holidays. 
The new park features:

•	 2	key	starting	platforms
•	 an	asphalt	pump	track	and	

upgrade of the existing dirt track
•	 resting	and	viewing	platforms
•	 jumps	and	features	suitable	for	all	

ages and skill levels

Thanks to everyone who had their say 
during our community consultation – 
your feedback helped to shape the final 
design. 

Salisbury Road, Upper 
Beaconsfield
Council completed vital repair works 
along a section Salisbury Road, Upper 
Beaconsfield at the end of 2022, 
following a landslip in October. The 
landslip occurred between Officer Rd 
and Carpenter Rd and was a result of a 
storm event and heavy rainfall.

To ensure public safety and minimise 
further impact to the community, it 
was vital that council closed part of the 

road to complete urgent repairs on the 
damaged and unstable area. Council 
prioritised fixing the road as quickly as 
possible, with the aim of having the 
road reopened prior to the Christmas 
holidays. 

Repair works included: 

•	 Road	reconstruction	and	
stabilisation 

•	 road	sealing	
•	 drainage	improvement	works	
•	 installation	of	guard	railing	
•	 signage	and	line	marking

While there are minor works continuing 
along Salisbury Rd, council would like to 
thank the community for their patience 
during the repair works and road 
closures. 

Grant applications open
Applications are now open for Cardinia 
Shire Council’s Community Capital 
Works Grant Program and Wellbeing 
Support Grant Program for 2023-24.

Both grant programs assist community 
groups to improve community and 
recreational facilities, as well as help 
establish new organisations, projects, 
and services within Cardinia Shire. 
Applications for these grant programs 
close 5 pm, Friday 31 March 2023.

The Community Capital Works 
Grant Program 
This program assists community groups 
to improve community and recreational 
facilities to support community 
networks and enhance community 
wellbeing. The Community Capital 
Works Grant Program is made up of 3 
categories:

1. Community Capital Works Grants 
support community and recreational 
facility upgrade works that fall 
into one of 4 priority areas. Council 
manage works on behalf of 
community groups. Community 
groups are not required to provide 
matched funding. 

2. Community Capital Works 
Partnership Grants are available for 
community and recreational facility 
upgrade works that fall into one of 
3 priority areas. Community groups 
manage the works with guidance 
from Council and must provide a 
matched funding amount based on 
their annual income. 

3. Major Equipment Grants support 
major equipment purchases that 
fall into one of 3 priority areas. 
Equipment purchases are used 

to help 
maintain 
sporting 
grounds, outer grounds, or large 
internal areas. Community groups 
must provide dollar-for-dollar 
matched funding. 

The Wellbeing Support Grant 
Program 
This program helps to establish new 
organisations, projects, and services. 
It also funds initiatives that improve 
residents’ health and wellbeing, support 
opportunities for volunteering, as 
well as those which help to build the 
capacity of community groups, projects, 
and programs to be sustainable. 
Wellbeing Support Grants Program 
funding categories are: 

•	 Seeding grants to support the cost of 
starting a new organisation, group, 
club, program, project, or service. 

•	 Volunteering grants to help create 
volunteering programs, train 
volunteers or promote volunteering 
opportunities. 

•	 Small change grants to assist with a 
range of ad hoc costs that cannot be 
met through other funding sources, 
such as buying small items of 
equipment, website redevelopment, 
Christmas decorations and more. 

For all information about Council’s 
Community Capital Works Grant 
Program and Wellbeing Support Grants 
Program visit Council’s website at  
www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/grants or  
call 1300 787 624. 

Have your say!
Check out our online community 
platform Creating Cardinia to find 
out about current consultations and 
how you can get involved. You can 
also check in on a project or opt to 
stay up to date with your favourite 
consultations by hitting the ‘follow’ 
button at the top of the project page.
www.cardinia.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay

Handy waste services guides
New waste and recycling booklets 
were delivered to households in 
February. These handy guides contain 
everything you need to know about 
their kerbside waste services and hard 
waste collections – what can go in 
each bin, details on the bookable hard 
waste service, and a larger A-Z guide 
for common household items. There 
is additional information for reporting 
litter and dumped rubbish, our free 
waste drop-off events, free school 
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News from the courts
Hello tennis fans! At the time of 
writing, the Australian Open is in 
full swing and is providing plenty of 
motivation, inspiring us to get back 
on court and happily hitting in 2023. 
The weather is just perfect for a hit 
too, with the sun shining and most of 
the wet weather behind us for a few 
months.

In news from the club, a few of our 
younger players were lucky enough 
to accompany Karen for an exciting 
morning at the Australian Open in 
January where they were the stars 
of the show, doing an honorary lap 
of the John Cain Arena. Despite a 
bit of poorly timed rain, the kids had 
a great time and made the most of 
the amazing kid zone at the event. A 
big thanks to Karen for making this 
happen!

If your new year’s resolutions see you 
wanting to play more tennis, we have 
a huge range of options available for 
you at UBTC – from social night tennis 
of varying levels to the hugely fun 
cardio tennis. We can find something 
for everyone. Our night tennis 
competitions run on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday nights. We 
are always looking for new players 
and emergency fill ins. Please get in 
touch if you are keen to join in the 
fun. We have also introduced a casual 
fortnightly Sunday afternoon hit (with 
plenty of kids and families coming 
along).

Karen and her coaching team at 
Ultimate Tennis Melbourne ran a 
wonderful school holiday program 
again over the summer holidays, with 
plenty of kids joining over the two 
weeks. Ultimate Tennis Melbourne 

continue to offer a full 
range of programs for all 
abilities including hot shots, 
group lessons, semi-private lessons, 
private lessons, squad coaching, 
cardio tennis, and school holiday 
programs. For anyone interested 
in coaching please contact Karen 
on 0403 454 554 or email Karen@
ultimatetennismelbourne.com. 

Our next working bee is scheduled for 
Sunday 19 March 2023.

If you are interested in playing 
tennis or joining the UBTC 
community, please make contact 
at upperbeaconsfieldtc@gmail.
com or www.facebook.com/
upperbeaconsfieldtennisclub 

We hope to see you at the courts!

Emma Tiberi

2022 club championships 
In December, we held our club 
championships. Congratulations 
to everyone who took part and, of 
course, to our winners!

Junior boys 
Winner: Callum M, runner up: Hayden M 
B Grade: winner: Hunter S, runner up: 
Alexander L

Senior singles 
Men:  winner: Jonathan C 
 runner up: Lindsay B 
Women:  winner: Caitlin B 
 runner up: Emma T

Senior doubles 
Men 
Winners: Matt H and Jonathan C 
Runners up: Pete H and Stephen B

Women 
Winners: Janine B and Caitlin B 
Runners up: Emma T and Shelley T

Join our local bike riding group! 
Upper Beaconsfield 
Peddlers will be out and 
about riding the cycle 
paths and rail trails again 
this year. We routinely ride 
every third Sunday of the 
month, and the keen ones 
tend to catch up on most 
weekends as well. We ride 
distances varying from 
30–50 km for the more 
experienced and there 
are shorter rides for those 
wanting to start riding or 
get back into riding. 

There are so many bike 

trails we explore locally and regionally. 
We very rarely ride on roads and 

I’m always excited when there is 
someone joining us who hasn’t ridden 
a particular route to be able to show 
them somewhere new to explore. Give 
me a call to chat about joining us. 

Places we have ridden are the 
Dandenong Creek Trail, Lilydale 
to Warburton trail, Phillip Island, 
Wonthaggi trail, O’Shannassy 
Aqueduct Trail Warburton, Capital 
City Trail, Muln Muln Trail, Djerring 
Trail, Peninsula Link, East Link and 
many more. 

Contact Cathy on 0421 556 560 or 
bolches@bigpond.com.au

incursions and resources for teachers.

If you haven’t received one, visit the 
website to download a copy, or call our 
customer support team on 1300 787 
624 to have one mailed out.

Green waste drop-off events
Council’s free green waste drop-off 
events help Cardinia Shire residents to 
clean up and reduce the fire fuel load 
on their properties. 

Council’s green waste drop-off events 
are a free service accepting residential 
amounts of green waste including 
garden prunings, small tree branches 
and trunks, weeds, grass clippings, 
leaves, and flowers. Residents must 
present photo ID as proof of residence 
within Cardinia Shire to access the free 
service. Waste will only be accepted 
from residential vehicles and trailers; 
commercial business operators cannot 
use this service.

Brett Owen

Free green waste drop-off 
for Cardinia Shire residents

Pakenham
Future Recycling Transfer Station,  
30-32 Exchange Drive, Pakenham

Friday 24 – Monday 27 March 2023 
9 am – 4 pm

Lysterfield
Cleanaway Resource Recovery Centre. 

840 Wellington Rd, Lysterfield

Friday 19 to Monday 22 May 2023 
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Activities and fun
1st Upper Beaconsfield Scout group is 
back for 2023 and boy do we have a 
lot of awesome stuff planned already, 
and that’s only just for term one. 
Firstly, welcome back to our scouting 
families, youth and leaders. We hope 
that everyone is ready to take on the 
year ahead and to those interested in 
joining we can't wait to have you along. 

We still have plenty of room for new 
members whether that be on our 
committee, as a leader or even as 
a youth member. This year we have 
started up our Joey section again and 
they have teamed up with our Cubs. 
These two sections have the biggest 
interest at the moment and have so 
much planned for term one. A district 
bike ride will see the Joeys riding off 
into the sunset and the Cubs are 
learning their camp craft skills where 
they plan to tie up the Rovers with their 
newly learnt knots. 

The Scout section 
this term is all 
about camping. 
They have set 
their sights on the 
skies where they 
will attend the 
Avalon Air Show 
with our district followed by a section 
camp boosting our bush craft skills. 
Venturers and Rovers will be here there 
and everywhere from movie nights to 
orienteering, and racecars to tie dye. 
What more could you ask for? 

The scouting community is a great 
opportunity for you to make life long 
friendships, learn awesome skills and 
go on daring adventures that you 
would never have thought of. All of 
our sections would love to see some 
new faces come along and join in. 
If you are interested in joining us, 
find us on Facebook www.facebook.
com/1stupperbeaconsfield 

Bonnie Beard

All sections of our Scout Group meet 
at the Igloo, Upper Beaconsfield 

Recreation Reserve.

Joeys (6-8 years)  
Monday 6.30-7.30 pm

Cubs (8-11 years)  
Monday 6.30-8 pm

Scouts (11-15 years)  
Tuesday 7-9 pm

Venturers (15-18 years)  
Monday 7.30-9.30 pm

Rovers (18-25 years)  
Tuesday 7.30-9.30 pm

Left: Scouts at the Village Festival 
(photograph: Rosemary Hawke.  
Below: Rovers helping out with the Tower 
Run (photograph: Tim Bowman)
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Horse and Pony Club latest news
The summer is flying by, and our 
riders have certainly been busy! Our 
annual end-of-year club Games Day 
was hugely entertaining, and many 
riders got into the festive spirit with 
Christmas costumes. We were very 
proud to hand out PC certificates 
and awards over the lunch break 
and congratulate everyone on their 
achievements.

Many riders attended Pony Club 
camps held in Bunyip or Wonthaggi 
in January where they could live the 
dream – camping with their horses and 
friends, while being coached by some 
of the best in their field (including some 
former Olympic instructors!)  

While perhaps not as fun, but still 
incredibly satisfying, our Club Rooms 
(shared with UB Riding Club) received 
a massive clean out over the summer 
break. It’s looking neat and organised, 
and we hope this year to make it 
look even better by replacing the 
kitchen that is in desperate need of an 
upgrade. We need to fundraise to make 
this happen so please support us if you 
see us out and about in the community.

Our first rally for the year in February 
involved a combined day with 
Dandenong Ranges Pony Club at their 

grounds. Our riders enjoyed meeting 
and making new friends and were able 
to participate in some unique events 
including Supercross (which combines 
show and cross country jumping), 
and synchronised dressage (where 
tests are conducted in pairs). It was a 
huge success, and we hope to run a 
combined rally again.

On the competition circuit our riders 
continue to proudly represent the club. 
We congratulate the following for their 
amazing results: 

•	 Avril	Charman	–	B	Grade	Overall	
Champion, Pakenham Upper Show 
Jumping

•	 Chloe	Westerveld	–	E	Grade	Overall	
Champion, Pakenham Upper Show 
Jumping 

•	 Sarah	Laukhart	–	nominated	for	
the West Gippsland Zone Pony Club 
Ambassador for Eventing.

Finally, a huge shout out to our three 
new members – Summer Kelly, Stella 
Martin, and Angelica Rowan. We’re 
excited that you’ve joined and hope you 
have a fabulous time this year.

We want you! 
Each month our club has top 
instructors visit who are dedicated to 

helping our members refine their skills 
and work through the grades. 

Many of our riders are highly 
competitive; however, it’s wonderful 
that everyone encourages one another 
to do their best regardless of level.

Whether your child is just starting out, 
or they’ve always wanted to join, you 
can take advantage of our come and 
try days.

We have vacancies in all groups, so if 
you (or someone you know) is looking 
to join please email our membership 
coordinator at membershipssubpc@
gmail.com. 

Jessica Marriner
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Beaconhills Golf had a busy start to 2023
Christmas seems a long time ago now, 
but we need to back track a bit and 
give a huge thank you to all those 
involved in the successful Golf Club 
Kids’ Christmas party. It has been 
running successfully on a Sunday 
afternoon before Christmas for many 
years now and 2022 was once again 
a big success. The event is free to our 
members’ children and grandchildren 
and also for our local Upper 
Beaconsfield children. It is run by golf 
club volunteers and huge thanks go to 
the events committee, especially Ros 
Harding and Kristen Webb. Thanks also 
to the Upper Beaconsfield Fire Brigade 
who once again located Santa and 
ferried him in on the fire truck. He 
was kept busy giving out bags of 
lollies to a never-ending queue 
of children while volunteers were 
kept busy making up extra bags 
of lollies behind the scenes and 
children were kept busy with 
the jumping castle and the face 
painting and the games dreamt 
up by “Mrs Harding”. At the end 
of 2023, keep an eye open for 
details posted on the Community 
Facebook page. 

Golf is back in full swing. The 
Club Championships are 
underway, although the first 
round was postponed until 11 
February due to the weather. 

Congratulations to our 2023 
Summer Cup winners Mat 
Cornthwaite and Greg Broom 
who won the handicap match 
play pairs event on the 15th Hole. 

We have two midweek medals 

decided: John Makarucha was the 
winner of January and Cora Shovelton 
of February. The Sunday Beaconhills 
Cup round was won by Chris Radings. 
The play-off for the 2022 Beaconhills 
Cup was played concurrently and won 
by Greg Hamilton. 

Congratulations to Andrew Conn who 
won The Grand Masters for the third 
year in a row. Andy won the Gross 
event comfortably shooting 151 over 
the two rounds, seven shots clear of 
runner-up Andrew Barcham. He also 
won the Nett event with 141 on a 
countback from Phil Read with the 
better second round. The Grand Master 

for 2023 
is officially 
The Grandy Master. 

Congratulations to Laura Griffin 
and Jenny Chandler. On Saturday 
28 January Laura was the winner of 
the Saturday A Grade competition 
and Jenny was the runner-up. The 
competition is open and this is the first 
time we have had a woman as both 
winner and runner-up in A Grade in the 
largest competition of the week. 

Wednesday afternoon Twilight golf 
continues to attract good numbers. 
Twilight golf is a nine-hole competition 
open to all players. It is a perfect way 

to break up the week – just give 
the staff in the pro shop a call 
if you need more information 
about joining in. We are also 
attracting many new members 
in our junior categories and our 
lifestyle category. If you would 
like to join and take advantage of 
having a beautiful golf club in your 
community give us a call. 

Pro Shop: Golf bookings clinics, 
lessons, equipment - 5945 9230,  
proshop@beaconhillsgolf.com.au 

Membership: 5945 9210,  
info@beaconhillsgolf.com.au

Hospitality: Bistro meals available 
Wednesdays and Fridays – 
Bookings: 5945 9210 

Note: No BYO due to licence

Matt van der Kraan,  
Club Manager

Laura Griffin and Jenny Chandler
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VILLAGE BELL BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Petruccelli Art Classes
Adult art classes in oil  
& pastel painting

Sunday mornings,  
Monday mornings 
or Monday afternoons 

102 Stoney Creek Rd  
Upper Beaconsfield  

5944 3224

KOONKIE WOORUN
Angora Stud (est. 1974)

Angora does and kids available early January 
Mohair sales to handspinners

Hilary Day
5944 3321 or 0417 038 935 
hmday@ozemail.com.au

Air Conditioning, Mechanical Services, 
General Plumbing, Water Renewals, 
Heating & Ventilation, Maintenance, 

Repairs, Split Systems, C.F.C. Accredited

Paul La Roche 0417 356 135
larocheair@bigpond.com.au

Licence No. 29118

CONVEYANCING PTY LTD

ANN BENTLEY
Shop 2,

31-33 Beaconsfield-Emerald Rd
Upper Beaconsfield

Phone: 5944 3566 Fax: 5944 3571
info@rivendellconveyancing.com.au

Office Locations:
Pakenham

Narre Warren
Drouin

Yarra Junction

Phone: 5941 5166
Email: reception@andrewslegalgroup.com.au

Easter at St John’s
Easter for Christians is one of those 
very bittersweet times where we rejoice 
in God and what Jesus did to save 
us. Coming into this Easter season, St 
John’s will be hosting a lot of services 
that will be accessible for all. If you are 
curious about faith, we welcome you to 
come and experience the journey that 
Jesus took and that 2000 years later 
we are still talking about.

Rev Shannon Lee 

Thank you from  
St John’s Op Shop
The Op Shop Thursday and Friday 
teams would like to say thank you to 
everyone for all the busy fun we have 
meeting you as customers, along with 
sorting, pricing, shelving, and processing 
your donated goods. After being closed 
for most of 2022, we decided to remain 
open at least on Thursdays over the 
summer holiday period, and this proved 
to be a very popular decision!

Some of the things for which people 
were looking included: Kris Kringle for 
the workplace that had to come from 
an Op Shop (great idea!), something 
‘bad taste’ from an Op Shop to be a 
fun discussion point at a party! Smart 
outfits for weddings, saucepans for 

experimental cookery (e.g. caramel) in 
case it went wrong, toys for grandkids 
visits, vintage items for collectors, 
knick-knacks and things for ‘fairy 
gardens’, pet collars, leads, beds, 
bowls, towels and toys, boxes of lovely 
useful clothes to send to Sri Lankan 
and African children’s missions, fancy 
dress for adults and kids, kitchenware 
and bedlinen for B&Bs, caravans and 
camping. 

This involved unlimited browsing, 
rummaging and ‘retail therapy’ at 

minimal cost! We are pleased to 
announce that we were able to meet all 
these requests and a great many more.

The Op Shop is run by volunteers from 
the church and community.

Happy Op Shopping!

Roz Smith

2 April – Palm Sunday
6 April – Maundy Thursday
7 April – Good Friday
9 April – Easter Day
All services will be held at 9.30am
at St John’s Beaconsfield Upper
1 St Georges Road
Rev Shannon Lee 0410 619 796
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Renovate by 
resurfacing

We specialise in kitchen and bathroom 
resurfacing makeovers.
Resurfacing is around 1/3 the cost of 
traditional renovations.
•	 Full	kitchens
•	 Bench	tops
•	 Full	bathrooms
•	 Bath	tubs
•	 Shower	bases
•	 Flooring
•	 Repair	and	resurface	driveways
•	 All	outdoor	paved	areas
•	 Permanently	restore	dirty,	stained	and	

mouldy grout lines

For more information go to
www.sustainablemakeovers.com.au

or call Rick on 0407 097 525

Upper Beaconsfield  
Community Hall

Family functions,  
club fundraisers

Bookings please 
leave a message 

5944 3219

EXECUTIVE 
LANDSCAPES

Design & Construct
Brick, Stone & Cobblestone Paving  
Rock & Water Features  
Bobcat & Tipper Hire

0403 322 409
www.executivelandscapes.com.au

9087 9339  or  0419 567 243
leigh@cliffordelectrics.com.au

Clifford ElECtriCs PTY 
LTD

Industrial • Commercial • Domestic
ABN 70 073 425 386       REC 2631

TREE & 
STUMP 

REMOVAL
– Trees lopped  
– Slashing  
– Wood splitter hire  
– On site mulching   

0411 331 573   Grant  
0412 672 048   Craig

VILLAGE BELL BUSINESS DIRECTORY

•	Ride-on	&	hand	mowing	
•	Garden	maintenance
•	Rubbish	removal
•	Trimming		
•	Handyman	service

BERT MOSTERD     
0402 472 996

Thank you to Village Bell advertisers who service and support our community
Affordable rates – villagebell@upperbeaconsfield.org.au

Phone 0411 044 745
Open Mon–Fri 6 am–5 pm, Sat 7 am–1 pm

Hot Cross Buns
Buy 5, get 1 free 

Gluten-free bread baked to order 
Fruit loaf, Tiger loaf, Flour loaf baked 

daily



your family, our family!

Let’s Talk
Call 1300 096 671 or visit 
menarocklifeagedcare.com.au 
 

Choose LIFE
your way!

Menarock Life promotes independence and  
choice in aged care with services delivered  
by qualified and compassionate people.

Respite and permanent places are now available at 
the new Salisbury House in Beaconsfield Upper.  
Call us to book a personalised tour.

 24-Hour Nurses 
 Palliative Care
 Dementia Care
 Ageing in Place
 Allied Health
 Active Lifestyle

We strive to provide high 

quality clinical care using 

our knowledge, skills and 

passion. We put patients 

at the heart of everything 

we do and provide 

optimum personalised 

care that makes a 

difference to the patient’s 

experience at our clinic. 

You can now see an 

Osteopath, Podiatrist, 

Dietician, and Exercise 

Physiologist at our clinic. 

We also do cosmetic skin 

injections and dermal 

fillers.

Comprehensive Cardiac 

services available on site 

including Holter, ECHO 

and ABPM.

Dr Anshu Malhotra
MRCGP (UK, 2008), FRACGP,  
DFSRH, DRCOG

GP Principal

Dr Puneet Malhotra
MRCGP (UK, 2010), FRACGP,  
DFSRH, DRCOG, PG Dip HCL

GP Principal

www.ubgp.com.au
reception@ubgp.com.au

Ph :   (03) 9044 0750
Fax :  (03) 9111 8502

51 Beaconsfield-Emerald Rd
Upper Beaconsfield, Vic 3808

Opening hours:
Mon, Wed–Fri  8 am – 5 pm
Tues   8 am – 6 pm
Sat   9 am – 2 pm

 Upper Beaconsfield
GP PRACTICE

Ear Syringing

Immunisations

Travel Clinic

Iron Infusion

Pre-Employment 
Check

Commercial Licence 
Medical

Minor Surgical 
Procedures

Hepatitis B and C 
Treatment

Smoking Cessation

Men’s Health

Child and Women’s 
Health

IUDs and Sub 
Dermal Implants

Family Medicine

Chronic Disease  
Management

Pathology Services

Skin Check

Diabetic Clinic

Emergency Care

Call us for a chat about 
your property goals.

Amanda Charles
m: 0400 347 968  p: 9707 0111
e. amanda@kayecharles.com.au
2/6-10 Princes Hwy, Beaconsfield
12a Kilvington Drive Emerald 
www.kayecharles.com.au

We've got the #1 Spot!
Congratulations to our very own
Amanda Charles - Rate My Agent
'AGENT OF THE YEAR' for
Beaconsfield Upper 2023! 
Thank you to our locals for making us #1. 



ANTI - WRINKLE
Injections & Dermal Fillers

Dr Anshu Malhotra
Dr Puneet Malhotra

OPERATING HOURS
Mon, Wed-Fri    8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Tues                8:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Sat                9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Ph: (03) 9044 0750 
Fax: (03) 9111 8502

www.ubgp.com.au
reception@ubgp.com.au

51 Beaconsfield-Emerald Rd,
Upper Beaconsfield, VIC 3808

Upper Beaconsfield GP Practice.

SKIN CANCER CLINIC

Get assurance by 
getting skin cosmetic 
procedure by a 
qualified Cosmetic GP 

Competitive Rates

Anti-wrinkle and 
Dermal filler injections 
are available now at 
Upper Beaconsfield 
GP Practice 

Skin Cancer Clinic

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 acts under its own AFSL 237879 and under an
agreement with the insurer Insurance Australia Limited trading as CGU Insurance ABN 11 000 016 722, AFSL
227681. Any advice provided is general advice only and does not take into account your individual objectives,
financial situation or needs (“your personal circumstances”). Policy conditions, limitations and exclusions apply.
Before using this advice to decide whether to purchase a product, you should consider your personal
circumstances and the relevant the Product Disclosure Statement and Target Market Determinations from
bendigobank.com.au/insurance (1783922-1783194) OUT_27986199, 16/02/2023

Through Bendigo Bank, you’ll have home and contents

insurance you can rely on.

Visit us in branch or at bendigobank.com.au/homeinsurance
to get a quote.

BeaconsÞeld Community Bank  9769 5122

Home and contents

insurance

1899 Illustrated 
Guide to the 
Beaconsfield Ranges

Available at

UB Community 
Centre and 
National Trust 
Shop in Berwick



ARE YOU AN ENTREPRENEUR? 
WE CAN HELP YOU BUILD A 
SUCCESSFUL BUSINESS! 

It: 
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Casey Partners Accountants 
 specialise in business advice. 

Call us on 
03 9707 2788 

Website: www.caseypartners.com.au 
Email: admin@caseypartners.com.au

brad.battin@parliament.vic.gov.au

/bradbattinmp

/BradBattinMP

5953 0216

Brad Battin
bradbattin.com.au 

Authorised by Brad Battin MP PO Box 704 Berwick VIC 3806

PO Box 704 Berwick VIC 3806

FCA FINANCIAL
Helping safeguard you and your family
with income protection and more.
Creating and protecting your lifestyle
with advice you can trust

Insurance | Superannuation | Advice

TALK TO US
Freecall: 1800 808 027 | admin@fcafinancial.com.au | www.fcafinancial.com.au
49 Beaconsfield-Emerald Rd, Beaconsfield Upper, VIC, 3808

ADVERTISEMENT

Authorised by E. Vulin, Suite 3, 445 Princes Highway, Officer VIC 3809. 

Available to assist
Suite 3, 445 Princes Highway,  
Officer Victoria 3809
emma.vulin@parliament.vic.gov.au
03 9651 8254

Emma Vulin MP

Pakenhamfor
State Member

SAGE ACCOUNTING
Mark A. Sage FCPA
Business Consultant
Registered Tax agent

49 Beaconsfield-Emerald Road, Beaconsfield Upper Vic 3808 
Mob: 0400 865 595  Email: masage@tpg.com.au


